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eC) Order of General Conference. 


Resolved, 1. That the Secretary of this Conference be instructed 
to have the Journal of this General Conference printed and bound 
and certified by him to be.correct, and that the printed copy so cer- 
tified shall be the OFFICIAL Journal of this General Conference, 

Resolved, 2. That the Book Agents at New York are hereby in- 
structed to forward, by mail or otherwise, a copy of the Journal of 
this General Conference to each of the Delegates of the Conference 


and to each of the Bishops. 


LIST OF DELEGATES BY CONFERENCES ELECTED TO 
THE GENERAI, CONFERENCE OF 1880, 


1. Alabama.— Clerical: James L. Freeman. Reserve: Tarpley 
R. Parker. 

Lay: Benajah Sheets. Reserve: Benjamin F. Hawkins. 

2. Arkansas.— Clerical: Thomas B. Ford. Reserve: David 
H. Upchurch. 

Lay: Walter W. Brashear. Reserve: Henry Rudd. 

3. Austin.— Clerical: William Brush. Reserve: Lewis H. Car- 
hart. 

Lay: John A. Mann. Reserve: Rodney M. Moore. 

4. Baltimore.— Clerical: Job A. Price, William S. Edwards, 
John Lanahan, Luther T. Widerman, Reserves: B. Peyton 
Brown, William H. Chapman. 

Lay: Milton G. Urner, Benjamin F. Parlett. Reserves: Alex- 
ander Ashley, Matthew G. Emory. 

5. California.— Clerical: Henry B. Heacock, Christian H. Afflers 
bach, Charles C. Stratton. Reserves: Thomas H. Sinex, George 
Clifford. 

Lay: Joseph F. Lamdin, David Tuthill. Reserves: James 
W. Whiting, George Bramall. 

6. Central Alabama.— Clerical: Peter C. Louis. Reserve: Arad 
8. Lakin. 

Lay: Samuel J. B. Carter. Reserve: George>P. Franklin, 

7. Central German.— Clerical: William Nast, Henry G. Lich. 
Reserves: Henry J. Liebhart, Ehrhardt Wunderlich. 

Lay: Wenry C. Dickhaut, Louis Hartmann. Reserves: Henry 
Kahlo, John P. Genheimer. 

8. Central Illinois.— Clerical: Francis M. Chaffee, William H. 
Hunter, George R. Palmer, Hugh M. Laney. Reserves: B. E. 
Kaufman, C. Springer. 
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Lay: David M’ Williams, William Jackson. Reserves: Luke 
H. Goodrich, A. Hanson. 


9. Central New York.— Clerical: Luke C. Queal, Erastus O. 
Haven, Orris H. Warren, Benjamin Shove. Reserves: Daniel 
W. Bristol, Benoni I. Ives. a 

Lay: Thomas J. M’Elheney, Forest G. Weeks. Reserves: 
John J. Nicks, Thomas W. Durston. 


10. Central Ohio.— Clerical: Alexander Harmount, Park S. 
Donelson, Leroy A. Belt. Reserves: Samuel L. Roberts, William 
8. Paul. 

Lay: William Lawrence, George Milburn. Reserves: David 
P. Dunathan, Thomas F. Joy. 


41. Central Pennsylvania.— Clerical: William W. Evans, Silas 
C. Swallow, James C. Clarke, David S. Monroe, Finley B. Riddle. 
Reserves: Thompson Mitchell, John J. Pearce. 


Lay: Hugh Pitcairn, Gideon M. Shoop. Reserves: Jonathan 
Boynton, Jacob Salladi. 

12. Central Tennessee.— Clerical: Otis O. Knight. Reserve: 
John W. Register. 

Lay: Alvin Hawkins. Reserve: Thomas H. Caldwell. . 


13. Chicago German.— Clerical: Christian A. Loeber. Reserve: 
George L. Mulfinger. 


Lay: Louis Appel. Reserve: John Faller. 
14. Cincinnati.— Clerical: John M. Walden, William L. Hypes, 


Charles H. Payne, William I. Fee. Reserves: Samuel A. Brew- 
ster, Richard 8S. Rust. 


Lay: Edward Sargent, Henderson Elliott. Reserves: Edward 
W. Mullikin, William M. Meek. 


15. Colorado.— Clerical: Benjamin F. Crary. Reserve: John 
H. Merritt. 
Lay: John Evans. Reserve: Ebenezer T. Alling. 


16. Columbia River.— Clerical: Daniel G. Strong. Reserve: 
Harvey K. Hines. 


Lay: Jonas W. Brown. Reserve: Elizabeth J. Hines. 


17. Delaware.— Clerical: William F. Butler. Reserve : Wes- 
ley J. Parker. 


Lay: Abraham Murray. Reserve: James E. G. Webb. 
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18. Des Moines.— Clerical: Thomas S. Berry, Jacob M. Holmes, 
Mahlon D. Collins. Reserves: Luther M. Walters, Alvah J. 
Andres. 

Lay: Conduce H. Gatch, Lew E. Darrow. Reserves: Will- 
iam M’Pherrin, Henry Potter. 


19. Detroit Clerical: James S. Smart, Arthur Edwards, 
William H. Shier, Alanson R. Bartlett, John Russell. Reserves : 
Isaac N. Elwood, John M. Arnold. 

Lay: Benjamin W. Huston, Sumner Howard. Reserves: 
Tubal C. Owen, Chas. H. Rynd. 


20. East German.— Clerical: Louis Wallon. Reserve: Cas- 


per Jost. 
Lay: Wenry Weseman. Reserve: Frederic Meyer. 


\ 21. East Maine.— Clerical: Benjamin 8. Arey, George R. Pal- 
mer. Reserves: Charles A. Plumer, Albert Church. 

Lay: Worace J. Nickerson, Frank L. Carney. Reserves: 
Franklin R. Webber, James H. H. Hewitt. 

22. East Ohio.— Clerical: Joseph M. Carr, Leland W. Day, 
Allen H. Norcross, Anthony W. Butts, Moses Hill, Stephen 
F. Minor. Reserves: William H. Locke, James R. Mills. 

Lay: Lewis Miller, Joseph D. Taylor. Reserves: John Hun- 
ter, Matthew B. Tayler. 

23. Erie.— Clerical: Alfred Wheeler, Theodore L. Flood, Amos 
N. Craft, David Latshaw. Reserves: James F, Edwards, Ben- 
jamin EF’. Delo. 

Lay: Peter A. Laffer, Ralph H. Hall. Reserves : Cyrus Clarke, 
Ephraim X. Givner. , 

24. Florida.— Clerical: Samuel B. Darnell. Reserve: Will- 
iam J. Salmond. . 

Lay: Tilman Valentine. Reserve: Calvin L. Robinson. 

25. Foochow.—Clerical: Stephen L. Baldwin. MReserve: 
Nathan J. Plumb. 

_ Lay: Woug Sen Chiong. - Reserve: Ling Sieng Sen. 

26. Genesee.— Clerical: DeWitt C. Huntington, Sandford 
Hunt, John B. Wentworth, Geo. W. Paddock, Edwin J. Her- 
mans, Kasimer P. Jervis, William H. De Puy. MReserves : An- 
drew F. Morey, Edwin T. Green. 

Lay: Benjamin M. Peck, Francis H. Root. Reserves: John 
W. Benton, Edmund Ocumpaugh. 
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27. Georgia.— Clerical: Erasmus Q. Fuller. Reserve : Lewis 
D. Ellington. 

Lay: Hicks Martin. Reserve: Rouse 8. Eggleston. 

28. Germany and Switzerland. — Clerical: Ludwig Nippert. 
Reserve : Heinrich Nuelson. 

29. Holston.— Clerical: John W. Mann, John F. Spence. Re- 
serves: John J. Manker, John B. Ford. 

Lay: William Rule, Caleb B. French. Reserves: William 
R. Trull, Jacob P. Easterly. 

30. Illinois.— Clerical: William 8. Prentice, Hiram Buck, 
William H. Webster, William R. Goodwin, William H. H 
Adams, Jacob G. Little. Reserves: M. Avis Hewes, Richard N. 
Davies, Daniel W. English. 

Lay: Philip G. Gillett, Joseph H. Clark. Reserves: J. C. 
Sheldon, Jerome R. Gorran. 


31. Indiana.— Clerical: Joseph 8. Woods, John J. Hight, Will- 
iam M’K. Hester. Reserves: Aaron Turner, Alexander Martin. 


Lay: James F. Lindley, Israel Taylor. Reserves: Theodore 
P. Haughey, Washington C. De Pauw. 


32. lowa.— Clerical: John W. M’Donald, Isaiah A. Bradrick, 
James B. Blakeney. Reserves: Joshua B. Hardy, Joseph 
M’Dowell. 

Lay: Frank T. Campbell, William Wilson, Jun. Reserves: 
John Mahin, John C. Power. 


33. Kansas.— Clerical: Werter R. Davis, Joseph Denison, 
Richard A. Caruthers. Reserves: George 8. Dearborn, Edward 
F. Hill. 

Lay: Henry H. Taylor, Ira I. Tabor. Reserves: E. Clark, 
N. S. Follett. 


34. Kentucky.— Clerical: John D. Walsh, Benjamin A. Stub- 
bins. Reserves: John G. Bruce, Daniel Stevenson. 


Lay: Amos Shinkle, Vincent Boreing. Reserves: Robert D, 
Callahan, David E. Roberts. 


35. Lexington.— Clerical: Edward W.S.Hammond. Reserve: 
Scott Ward. 


Lay: Clark R. Mack. Reserve: Nathaniel Talbot. 


36. Liberia. — Clerical: James 8, Payne. Reserve: Daniel 
- Ware. 
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37. Little Rock.— Clerical: William H. Crawford. Reserve: 
Andrew J. Phillips. 

Lay: Asa L. Richmond. Reserve: Margie Laporte. 

38. Louisiana.— Clerical: Emperor Williams, Joseph C. Hartzell. 
Reserves: Marcus Dale, Samuel Davage. 

Lay: Graham Bell, W. D. Smith. Reserves: Morris Dyer, 
John F. Patty. 

39. Maine.— Clerical: AmmiS. Ladd, William S. Jones, Charles 
J.Clark. Reserves: Abel W. Pottle, Charles F. Allen. 

Lay: Jeremiah B. Donnell, Converse Purrington. Reserves: 
Sylvester Littlefield, Benjamin Harriman. 

40. Michigan.— Clerical: John Morrison Reid, Isaac Taylor, 
Francis D, Hemenway, William H. Perrine, John W. Miller. Re- 
serves: Henry M. Joy, Thomas H. Jacokes. 

Lay: Philo H. Crippen, John W. Moon. Reserves: Henry. 
Wood, Robert J. Grant. 

41. Minnesota.— Clerical: James F. Chaffee, William M’Kinley, 
David C. John. Reserves : Thos. M. Gossard, Ezra R. Lathrop. 

Lay: Royal D. Cone, Thomas M. Harrison. Reserves: Will- 
iam 8. Drew, Frederic Hooker. 

42. Mississippi.— Clerical: James M. Shumpert, John W. Dunn. 
Reserves: Wesley W. Hooper, Joseph Campbell. 

Lay: Warkin C. Deshazo, John A. W. Moore. Reserves: 
James T. Hill, Albert Frazer. 

43. Missouri.— Clerical: John T. Boyle, William H. Turner, 
Thomas J. Ferril. Reserves: Zaccheus S. Weller, James M. 
Greene. Pelee 

Lay : Robert D. Cramer, Ira K. Alderman. Reserves: George 
Hall, Joseph A. Munk. 

44. Montana.— Clerical: John Armstrong. Reserve: Hugh 
Duncan. 

Lay: William W. Van Orsdel. Reserve: Robert W. Noble. 

45, Nebraska.— Clerical: Henry T. Davis, Thomas B. Lemon. 
Reserves: Alvin G. White, Stephen H. Henderson. 

Lay : Thomas L, Griffey, Charles C. White. Reserves: James 
W. Small, Levi Snell. 

46. Nevada.— Clerical: John D. Hammond. Reserve: War- 
ren Nims. 

Lay: Washington J. Marsh. Reserve: Mrs. Louise M. 
Carver. 
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41. Newark.— Clerical: John F. Hurst, James N. FitzGerald, 
David W. Bartine, Solomon Parsons. Reserves: James B. 
Faulks, William Tunison. 

Lay: Jacob C. Allen, Theodore Y. Kinne. Reserves: George 
J. Ferry, James M’Gee. 


48. New England.— Clerical: William Butler, Samuel F. Up- 
ham, Willard F. Mallalieu, Charles 8. Rogers, Joseph Cummings. 
Reserves : David H. Ela, William R. Clark. 

Lay: James P. Magee, Emerson Warner. Reserves: Alden 
Speare, John W. Hoyt. 

49. New Hampshire.— Clerical: George J. Judkins, Silas E. 
Quimby, Daniel C. Knowles. Reserves: George W. Norris, 
Orlando H. Jasper. 

Lay: Osman B. Way, Lurandus Beach, Jun. Reserves: Hor- 
ace W. Gilman, James D. Page. 


50. New Jersey.— Clerical: Jacob B. Graw, William W. 
Moffett, George B. Wight, Charles E. Hill. Reserves: Jefferson 
Lewis, David H. Shock. 

Lay: Clinton B. Fisk, Jesse H. Diverty. Reserves: William 
S. Yard, John W. Newland. 


ol. New York.— Clericai: Cyrus D. Foss, John P. Newman, 
Aaron K. Sanford, Milton 8. Terry, George S. Hare, William 
H. Ferris. Reserves: Lucius H. King, Charles C. M’Cabe. 

Lay: Henry C. Connolly, Stephen Barker. Reserves: Enoch 
L. Fancher, Thomas Durland. 


52. New York East.— Clerical: Daniel Curry, James M. Buck- 
ley, Daniel A. Goodsell, George W. Woodruff, Albert 8. Graves, 
Levi S. Weed. Reserves: William T. Hill, Charles N. Sims. 

Lay: George I. Seney, George G. Reynolds. Reserves: 
Samuel Booth, George W. Cheeseman. 


53. North Carolina.— Clerical: Wilson W. Morgan. Reserve: 
Mengo G. Croom. 


Lay: Matthew M. Allston. Reserve: William R. Poenix. 


54. Northern New York.— Clerical: Isaac 8. Bingham, Sidney 
O. Barnes, Charles W. Bennett, Samuel Call, Lafayette D. 
White. Reserves: Eli C. Bruce, Thomas B. Shepherd. 

Lay: Jacob Hunt, Mannister Worts. Reserves: Addison 
Brill, John C. Wright. 
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55. North India.— Clerical : Edward Cunningham. Reserve: 
Charles W. Judd. 


Lay : Ram Chandra Bose. 
56. North Indiana.— Clerical: Abijah Marine, Marmaduke H. 


Mendenhall, Ezra F. Hasty, Almon Greenman. Reserves: 
Thomas Stabler, John W. Welch. 


Lay: John Arnold, Charles C. Binkley. Reserves: Daniel B. 
Crawford, Thomas B. Redding. 


57. North Ohio.— Clerical: Francis 8. Hoyt, George Mather, 
Samuel Mower. Reserves: James A. Kellam, Gaylord H. 
Hartupee. 

' Lay: Horace Benton, Joseph D. Stubbs. - Reserves : Lewis C. 
Laylin, George W. Cary. 


58. North-west German.— Clerical: William Schreiner, Fried- 
rich Kopp. Reserves: Edward E. Schuette, Henry Schnitker. 


Lay: Herman H. Klaus, Henry Lillie. Reserves: John Kuck, 
Joachim Baumgarten. 

59. North-west Indiana.— Clerical: James W. Greene, Isaac 
W. Joyce, John H. Cissel. Reserves: Russell D. Utter, William 
Graham. 

Lay: Clement Studebaker, Louis B. Sims. Reserves: Will- 
iam R. Hargrave, Larkin H. Hunt. 

60. North-west lowa.— Clerical: Lewis Hartsough. Reserve: 
John H. Lozier. 

Lay: John R. Lemon. Reserve: Dennis D. Ford. 

61. North-west Swedish. — Clerical: Andrew J. Anderson. 
Reserve : Charles G. Nelson. 

Lay: August W. Berggren. Reserve: E. H.:Ericson. 


62. Norway.— Clerical: Martin Hansen. Keserve: Andres 
Olsen. : 

63. Ohio.— Clerical: Joseph M. Trimble, Isaac F. King, Samuel 
M. Bright, Thomas R. Taylor. Reserves: Timothy W. Stanley, 
William H. Scott. 

Lay: Samuel H. Bright, Mills Gardner. Reserves: Hiram L. 
Sibley, Hezekiah 8S. Bundy. 


64. Oregon.— Clerical: Philip M. Starr. Reserve: Isaac Dillon. 
Lay: Edward J. Northrup. Reserve: Joseph Pearl, 
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65. Philadelphia.— Clerical: Henry W. Warren, William J. 
Paxson, William Swindells, Jacob Todd, George Cummins. Re- 
serves: James Cunningham, John F. Chaplain. 

Lay: John Hunter, Samuel 8. Dreher. Reserves: Charles Al- 
bright, John Whiteman. 

66. Pittsburgh.— Clerical: Thomas N. Boyle, James A. Miller, 
Henry L. Chapman, John W. Baker. Reserves: Charles W. 
Smith, Thomas Storer. 

Lay: James Cooper, Moses A. Ross. Reserves: William H. 
Kincaid, Jacob H. Walters. 

67. Providence.— Clerical: John W. Willett, Daniel A. Whe- 
don, Micah J. Talbot, Henry D. Robinson. Reserves: William 
V. Morrison, Dudley P. Leavitt. 

Lay: George M. Eddy, Smith 8S. Talcott. Reserves: Zacha- 
riah L. Bicknell, Uriah 8. Gardner. 

68. Rock River.— Clerical: Charles H. Fowler, Luke Hitch- 
cock, Robert M. Hatfield, Samuel A. W. Jewett, Nathan H. Ax- 
tell. Reserves: William A. Smith, Hooper Crews. 

Lay: Oliver H. Horton, Edgar P. Cook. Reserves: Orring- 
ton Lunt, William Spencerly. 

69. Saint Louis.— Clerical: Benjamin St. James Fry, William 
Stephens. Reserves: John N, Pierce, John W. Hughes. 

Lay: Edwin O. Stannard, Lewis M. Murphy. Reserves: John 

H. Cameron, Alfred Adams. 

70. Saint Louis German.— Clerical: John Schlagenhauf, Henry 
Naumann. Reserves: William Koeneke, Charles Heidel. 

Lay: Frederic G. Niedringhaus, George W. Marquardt. Re- 
serves: F. Schafer, D. C. Smith. 

71. Savannah.— Clerical: Charles O. Fisher. Reserve: Joseph 
Sams. 


Lay; William H. Crogman, Reserve: John T. King. 

72. South Carolina. — Clerical: Alonzo Webster, Joshua E. 
Wilson. Reserves: Benjamin L. Roberts, Edward Cooke. 

Lay: Mitchell K. Holloway, Wilson Cooke. Reserves: Scipio 
Brisbane, Shadrach Thomas. 

73. South-east Indiana.— Clerical: Lewis G. Adkinson, George 
L. Curtiss. Reserves: Fernandez C. Holliday, John S. Tevis. 


Lay: David G. Phillips, John R. Goodwin. Reserves: Will 
Cumback, John W. Ray. 
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74. Southern California.— Clerical: Asahel M. Hough. Re- 
serve: Peter Y. Cool. 

Lay: Cyrus H. Bradley. Reserve: None. 

75. Southern Central.— Clerical: William G. Matton. Re- 
serve: Charles G. Deming. 

Lay: Thomas W. Smith. Reserve: Charles W. Woolen. 

76. Southern German.— Clerical: Charles Urbantke. Reserve: 
William Pfaefile. 

Lay: Frederic Blumberg. Reserve: Louis A. Niebuhr. 

77. Southern Illinois. — Clerical: John W. Locke, Thomas H. ~ 
Herdman, Benjamin R. Pierce. Reserves: Robert Allyn, Owen 
H. Clark. 

Lay: Charles T. Pace, James A. Locke. Reserves: J. Perry 
Johnson, Callender Rohrbaugh. 

78. South India.— Clerical: James M. Thoburn. Reserve: 
William Taylor. 

Lay: William F, Oldham. 

79. South Kansas.— Clerical: Bernard Kelley, Daniel P. Mitch- 
ell, Samuel E. Pendleton. Reserves: Cyrus R. Rice, James T. 
Hanna. 

Lay: Charles W. De Wolf, Francis R. Chrisman. Reserves: 
Homer C. Mecham, H. H. M’ Adams. 

80. Sweden.— Clerical: Bengt A. Carlson. Reserve: Jacob 
M. Erikson. 

81. Tennessee.— Clerical: Hilary W. Key. Reserve: Calvin 
Picket. 

Lay: Charles E. Alexander. Reserve: William Martin. 

82. Texas.— Clerical: Vance M. Cole, William B. Pullam. 
Reserves: William L. Molloy, Walter Rippetoe. 

Lay: Gabriel Todd, Jacob E. Freeman. Reserves: Larkin 
Clough, J. G. Price. 

83. Troy.— Clerical: William H. Hughes, Samuel M’Kean, 
Homer Eaton, Lorenzo Marshall, John W. Thompson, John M. 
Webster. Reserves: Samuel Meredith, Durrell W. Dayton. 

Lay: Henry M. Seely, Joseph Hillman. Reserves: Charles 
D. Hammond, John V. Carney. 

84. Upper lowa.— Clerical: Emory Miller, Alpha J. Kynett, 
Richard Swearingen, Frederic C. Wolfe. Reserves: Emerson 
K. Young, W. Frank Paxton. 
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Lay: William F. Johnston, William S. Scott. Reserves: 
Isaac T. Martin, Shepherd Wilson. 

85. Utah. — Clerical: Thomas C. Iliff. Reserve: Erastus 
Smith, Jun. 

Lay: Jacob S. Boreman. Reserve: John Corkish. 

86. Vermont.— Clerical: Hazelton A. Spencer, Pliny N. Gran- 
ger, J. Durkee Beeman. Reserves: Richard Morgan, Joseph A. 
Sherburne. 

_ Lay: Isaac N. Hall, Madison O. Heath. Reserves: F. B. Ball, 

William Chase. 

87. Virginia Clerical: Joseph S. Wickline. Reserve: J. 8. 
Beyer. 

Lay: Elisha P. Phelps. Reserve: George H. Flanagan. 

88. Washington.— Clerical: Perry G. Walker, Henry A. Car- 
roll. Reserves: John H. Riddick, Albert B. Wilson. 

Lay: Philip T. Gross, Henry Clay. Reserves: A. Turner, 
Thomas Bell. 

89. West Texas.— Clerical: Samuel Gates, Charles L. Madison. 
Reserves: George W. Richardson, Mack Henson. 

Lay: Richard Dukes, Balets E. Lott. Reserves: George 
Brothers, Jackson John. 

90. West Virginia.— Clerical: Thomas B. Hughes, John R. 
Thompson, James L. Clark. Reserves: Winfield C. Snodgrass, 
Samuel E. Steele. 

Lay: Waitman T. Willey, Henry C. M’Whorter. Reserves: 
Thomas H. Logan, Charles F. Scott. 

91. West Wisconsin. — Clerical: William Hamilton, William 
Haw, James Lawson. Reserves: Edward D. Huntley, Joseph 
E. Irish. 

Lay: Dudley J. Spaulding, John F. Kingston. Reserves: 
William H. Curry, E. C. French. 

92. Western German.— Clerical: John A. Reitz. Reserve: 
Henry Fiegenbaum. 

Lay: Andrew Gemecker. Reserve: Conrad Frick. 

93. Wilmington.— Clerical: Lucius C. Matlack, Arthur W. 
Milby, Charles Hill. Reserves: Robert W. Todd, John H. Cald- 
well. 

Lay: Irvin T. Matthews, Thomas B. Coursey. Reserves: 
John F. Dawson, Peter F. Causey. 
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94. Wisconsin. — Clerical: Lucius N. Wheeler, William P. 
Stowe, Oliver J. Cowles, John H. Johnson. Reserves: Andrew 
J. Mead, Henry Colman. t 

Lay: Robert M’Millen, Z. P. Burdick. Reserves: seach L. 
Grant, Riverious P. Telinore: 


95. Wyoming.— Clerical: William H. Olin, David Copeland, 
Young C. Smith, William Bixby, John G. Eckman. Reserves: 
William G, Queal, Asa J. Van Clift. 

Lay: Wilbur F. Clements, Moses T. Winton. Reserves: Laz- 
arus D. Shoemaker, Royal W. Clinton. | 
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SomCarnoil Henrye Ais acts lene tels eietate ele) teres Washington. 
BAVOAUCINerS, MICMANG Aver erste tele espe cto rereers .... Kansas. 
SOMO MAMCe mE TAN CIS MMs terarepeteisisierele +) s/o enero erste Central Illinois. 
36: -Chatiee. bamles Hsieich. 2b vas os se eee Oe Minnesota. 
Si Ohrapmany ELeIT yi lilersistelcjolteta yarn ciel ete ole sielsiete Pittsburgh. 
DOMOISSE OMIM EM ene taae cys e-cle ofelers elelarereretsleuetsiorote N. W. Indiana. 
B9eClatk wCharlesvdire assists o sei Midd Dies Sad eforate Maine. 
AOC larkewJainesn 0 serra ieerveatcr st petetereleeterrers Central Pennsylvania. 
AEC lark sw) anes Mame tenerelsteneta set icye aicie els stersesnerars West Virginia. 
AEC Ole WAINC OVD teraction gts esetabrecesis el oleleetcle tetas Texas. 
43 5@ollins yMailOneD keter ets evor) ste cteislctel sate yatta Des Moines. 
Ad Copeland | Daviduata. SA. ca-iwiseccimttssleietaees Wyoming. 
Aon Cowles Olivers dias iteiselesectelerelcieeicr ste sieve steis Wisconsin. 
AOuCratt. A mMosw Nerespersrcemter tecrusarsicre cies, te eryocine Erie. 
CUE AON Melo Mp leMl ka Been as coin see Oem eo OO C Colorado. 
A Se Craw lor Cam vValllvard eel eaerarets aetetee tela fetes oe Little Rock. 
AIBC UMMUINEMGCOLOT meter ereererl res crear ences Philadelphia. 
HOR CummiunoeswoOsep hw. vanities cierectercneae New England. 
51 Cunningham, Edward ...........-.... +... North India. 
Bor Curry, AO apie gene ee, .5 ervciersecl tere) con etree eke New York East. 
OSBCULEISS HG COTRS Linmiver ce eetese a ctcire retest 8. E. Indiana. 
OsmDarnelle Sanit elebteaiateri cei mien tie Florida. 
Com Day ree emrya learn cecvcsretcreraee mlencrecosva or eens Nebraska. 
DO zDavise sWiertery Rien). betters aisle oivatvoeiee Kansas. 
Dip Day. Lelandewarere cc. ..cl-cieeeeer hie oc ieee East Ohio. 
58 Denison, Josephs. s.aac. ace ces Ray svererer totes Kansas. 
59 De Puy aiWilliams He.1.,.cscsesrrereietrcice rere Genesee. 
COs Donelson PP ard Se. ac. veeero reas eke rete Central Ohio. 
Gio Dunn, SORROW Si. owe shice oer Coenen Mississippi. 
G2eKaton, Omen irs oo ca sladoe soca etree Troy. 
63 Mekmiany JOwM GRE a5 i. cesties tse eres Wyoming. 
GASB dwards; Arthas. ccc. ccs coca eee tere Detroit. 
GombidwardseVWiilliaimne Sisco ocr oi see eee Baltimore. 
GG: Evang; WalliaiinW.:. <2. aotts, « oes octane ---- Central Pennsylvania. 
es Wee, Williang (ga |. cise | ee Cincinnati. 
CSeKerril S-Chomascditene cs. een en eee Missouri. 
69 -Herms, WilliameMet-..2 0... seen aleve eietel etnies New York. 


OWPisheriChanlest@a., <4 scree AOAEEOGSOS COOL Savannah, 
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wAle Hitz Geraldsiames.N..... ccs oe cee: Newark. 
ee HlOOde Theodore’ Li.) ice cine aren cia atae eres Erie. 
TORWOLOs PT WOURAR BO ooo... ce eteteuh aeeese Arkansas, 
AOR eC VTS Oe Oi, occas cos aie Bogan elem Cor New York. 
omhowler,., Chanlbe mts: a sna evens roa ro Rock River. 
MGMETECMAN. EVANS Hs <.«::5-socus cco hee eles Alabama. 
MEST Wa b te) DINOS zee wales yore cele over er ciee Saint Louis. 
VSp Hullory Wrasm us, Q<0/<:c\ere nave cuaeerusisleveeres Georgia. 
POBGALES SAMUS clr c ever sata sate Miieieete Seerevoee West Texas. 
SOs Goodsell Daniel A... 00s. sees -s--04. New York East. 
Sie Goomwaime, Vy Uliana Wey. esc ceiersrele cisis ae sve cers Illinois. 
SIE GranGere Piniye NG a...)_ woreisis crore icinicrstereerrsevets Vermont. 
SSMOLAVEH AMD ELCL Sle, <1 cieisils +019 nice eieit acetates New York East. 
SAB GTA SACOM Pda, oo .ai rae als siciinis Steve eels el oveketetaans New Jersey. 
85 Greene, James W.:........+ ERROR Oe N. W. Indiana. 
SH Gmecsa in awl PATONG ae ciara voces selebo cielo tele srels sists North Indiana. 
Seed amal LOyaae Wal Gadi. e ciaste esoreunt eeu et ereierere West Wisconsin. 
Soebammonds Hd ward, Wis Sscncse.- ees secre Lexington. 
Soman we OLD), crete tales nyove ei ctera versie! sieiste Nevada. 
90 Hansen, Martin. as 0 cts ss > Basler cistttaie o0)'s Norway. 
Oil, Ish Re, CGOvele Sy Sc Gene On moe bic BHO OD aS oor New York. 
OOMHanMmoOune Pade Xam CT) hifs ate ole ois tie sie seus «048 Central Ohio. 
OSE arisOucly, mewise.. 1:06. % t1s2 0 2s aaeote haces North-west Iowa.. 
Gam Haruzells SOSOP WAC. - cn.5 ols <eler ees. 4)e eer 8 < . Louisiana. 
Day IRR, JOVANI phe 6 Gp oeueb caonOD Oe OcGoe North Indiana. 
OGM Hatiield parabens s-.:. let sc s1-1<'sielelsievalsle’s |< Rock River. 
O (mE a Vere Bi LaghUss Onense an. piets (che sos cveiste s-¢ ais Meee Central New York. 
OS maw ae Nal lia teen verst oie fotos, of rela o'si sversiene crave. alle West Wisconsin, 
ee 9 Ot licacocku Elomi yvaloin..iaic-e ave ora sic = ere afc oietoiciens California. 
100 Wemen ways Erancis Dy ci. oa.c0.2 + os. sine Michigan. 
OT EVerCMAany MEMOS TA pt. ess e-e a= «0s 5-e-serere Southern Illinois. 
HOZMM Erna ssw WANES aisles oi siols sees <icle's cic iia Genesee. 
TOES LS ResWere, VAULT Ce a eaaetgn a meaoon - Indiana. 
MOA Hic hity JOM can sgies oie vies ee ee eiste Indiana. 
TIO ISMN (OCIS, 58 G Ab ene nnnenine eno doscor Wilmington. 
OCR ELIL LO PPADISSe Bieri seeieseiairsvausys’s o-2.9's so wloxeiaiere’ ove New Jersey. 
HOP ISHME WOES 5. 3c esje5 ae amen mons East Ohio. 
108 Hitchcock, Luke....... OEMS «5 Saeeien levers Rock Rjver. 
OOM HO mest) ACG em M byte lesiac eles pveisieielelale ete ole Des Moines. 
110 Hough, Asahel M.......-+-.-.. cece eee eeeee Southern California. 
111 Hoyt, Francis S .........-.--+6-- ABO North Ohio, 
112 Hughes, Thomas B..........---++++s--0+- West Virginia. 
118 Hughes, William H........ aie saeatone ere Troy. 
114 Hunt, Sandford...........-.-seeeee ees eee Genesee. 


115 Hunter; William H...............-.+-..... Central Illinois, 
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116 Huntington, De Witt C..........+..---+-- Genesee. 
dd Pe Elis tiky ONT ats sever nat ators lel oin)ice) olehoeoNatsFoheneys Newark. 
PASSE yes, WW LTA Das 601. tooo oceletorer oon tatttotes Cincinnati. 
nail) btie, UNO Or. GanremenrocedocopoD Coat C Utah. 
IPO Aker mmky Iain IPS Banas dn cog ocUUUSObo0G¢ Genesee. 
HO dew etiam alin Ue leven VV ieeetatetet tes eatenotans teretetet are Rock River. 
Ae. Aol IDeNAGWChs seccemoga coop oL om U.egane dar Minnesota. 
2 Bc OUMS OMe MM elate attepiaetcterol-is evel stats colel clone stcle Wisconsin. 
OAT SOMES em WVAUUUVE INU Se closet ayes ual ote yal cteletsiezee atc Maine. 
IDSs AlONeey, WERE Wi 22 caocoeenccpoouNcmogadeoD- North-west Indiana. 
WAR Auiclianicsh Ceowue VUgevoonn cubed ndscucoor New Hampshire. 
By Icio, jase oases romecbcoduaKcKs on South Kansas. 
UP eileye IB WVB VAS WIS cone on siemunnne avocomec coc Tennessee. 
IWR) ee ICARGY Ke pooacboncouLobaee ob DOUmOC Ohio. 
LG Teanbiel te, Ofnis Os 2 conc sanaseouages Ses00b oes Central Tennessee. 
UGH MeswvoN MEK, IDI CS sac es adogcasosdseadacce New Hampshire. 
UGB) UGoyejay AuischNON,.o odo bqudeoanncads coccedds North-west German. 
BBS Tepe nm lbelMedesaoondoaapaooneuoudDoNeeS - Upper Iowa. 
GY WbaKokKe hk Vaan SN aaseesodooassooobpaaube pooc Maine. 
USS Wane hati wr NO lita: cis eeeeim erator aera Baltimore. 
NS ibe, Isle Wlheicoceost oubSboot onc ooKs Central Illinois. — 
BW GATS Wan Ava layeee stare aerate lene eliersier stererei cre rete Erie. 
TSS Wa won, ealcesermercie ils secs slereies eeetsiers sewers West Wisconsin. 
ASIMBSMVONN PHNOM AS Mawr isuarae cise eer retreats Nebraska. 
HOMO ONE isan, Cas odor ade soootuopOG esd ouK Central German. 
UASME blero COs Cont crtere ist atoreueiauer ete tore rele erpeesiens Tlinois. 
LEO LOCKE ro OMMa Wiccssvete «aut neueamis ver erect ane Southern Illinois. 
IAS) Ibe ein, AClanuisineMl ion BGoGanocboeAoooabo[c Chicago German. 
144 LOWS, Peter G ja. acines einveeie nea sere ees Central Alabama, 
LAME Donalde soni awa cacti teberere Towa. 
LAG eM Keany Saimweles an niin eu seteeetericrer asian mere Troy. 
TAT ONE Kinley, “Wallliains ss este steer terete ena Minnesota, 
148 pMadison Clarkes Litas tutta aerate West Texas. 
LOD Mellaliousm Wailers Hvar, «sates ueretetecnternartets New England. 
LOO AMant, (OMY Weavers as =< oisreereneecrerererenaran! Holston, 
Toly Marine, A Dials .)....2.5 5 sss os + oaReemeterera cites North Indiana. 
LOLS Marshall eu orenZ Oversee specs senor er eres Troy. 
LoswMathermGeorgenn anaes omer eee ener North Ohio. 
154 Mabtlacktuciisi © panei: acy centre crrenerees Wilmington. 
LOD e Matton eile ia Giemsa ce gle Soy ce ree Southern Central. 
156 Mendenhall, Marmaduke H....../......... North Indiana. 
RON ON ON PATER Nee ol ni tote Coo bes giee Wilmington. 


LOSE Miller eBimOnyiaaas errs avers ered stetatsererene renee .. Upper Iowa. 
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Miller James: Ae oi cs. cae sae eae es o's . Pittsburgh. 
INES rr Ohne Wits a's <'s/ss peraeerereere aan cers Michigan. 
NOP. Otephen! Hi. ir.:.! ree nesecrcicleiatesais® East Ohio. 
Mitchell Danielt Pcs. ...ctaetr eee nte rho ssioxs South Kansas. 
Moet te Willian, Wests a0 searerieeeel ee es New Jersey. 
IMonroes Daya discs ti.om se seeeeee ee Central Pennsylvania. 
Moroants WalSonsWa.. 14ers North Carolina. 
Mower, Samuel..... pSononeasonSdadinas ooo North Ohio. 
UNGIS Grea NV UID ran pert cy rs¥ ee, 9) ee ae eS dear etait. Central German. 
PNEAUUMMAFTTD ELE TIT Vey Prssrctetatorareners erevers tere. --.... saint Louis German. 
INTE PE do Tis Basis obis GaaNC OO AG oA ono GOL New York. 
Nippert, Ludwig........... Snot hore Germany & Switz’d. 
Noreross Allen Hi... nese. Ri foroleberereres East Ohio. 
AOUinae Vahl Marra Limwes tages (oe cs oustatere re oterey see see retiois Wyoming. 
LEEKSGKYO c, CCKSOHES MN Goan meee obo UD HOR aOOen Genesee. 
IPmbiiee, CGO 18) 5 oe aaomoosse sco cdedoocd East Maine. 
Balmer, |(GeOrme rs fea:1e c'- ei eloteleles oho siete ato Central Ilinois. 
PATSOUSMSOLOMIOMCs televe ele oo sere ost atone tretole seve Newark. 
IEeO0, INA hoe penenoo nooo °Deo0 oo be Philadelphia. 
IEEWAIG, dans is Goma aCe Boon Oop OO Ceaee Liberia. 
ay mene CATES SEL. yevcyct cles « ave eral fel etatevarcterer-rs ors Cincinnati. 
Pendletontes amie His seers srae | elses © South Kansas. 
Perey VAL TAIN) o(op0 eee fetes cs sie) lolelefe tas) Michigan. 
PIORGD, IBIS Rate INE GS pA oo coon sons a008 CODn Southern Illinois. 
A TeNLICe eV WAL LATIN Ss 225.) 7vaiwie ioieiete ote wetaya statsvel= 3 Illinois. 
see, JOO Aesesnasogeodoccad UbaoousaEass Baltimore. 
IPH ey, AGN Be oe inn ooo monbonobm one oF Texas. 
Oyu, IW Che oa b6ic de ao ono dpe oUNNOnNS Central New York. 
Glin, fillers (Cs SEES pend ooone oD Sanu oson New Hampshire. 
Reta, MON UN comes o6ob ObC made oa BUO0 COs Western German. 
IROIG) dO Wis on gaocchosanogs Gotounoodae Michigan. 
IRN, NIN Iti eo oapaome GOO oan acKe Central Pennsylvania. 
VO DUNS OMEN COG ED) ays iapetaree ia) c+ oleteveletev ele Providence. 
Rogers, Charles 8....... Dra xerelsversyspeReeeRrerirsex New England. 
IME dO its. co odeocoDUU GUM Oa = Lone Detroit. 
SaMcOne weAaTOM eer pectee rele -yy sleet iene New York. 
Scllagenhata Jones. ...,.-22clste nie te Saint Louis German. 
SCHLEINE MA ALLTATeaersisiesie cclatonere eens North-west German, 
Slee: VINE SEG 6S oagdaoopagoccadooudacus Detroit. 
Shove Beng aay creo sors oii ore creer eleeieiciet® Central New York. 
Shumpert, James M..................-.e00. Mississippi. 
Shinn ORIYA odeo a OOD b COO ObGoOoDodG Detroit. 
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Delegates. Conferences. 
Smith YOUN SIC Ty yee eiiere ie sine cies ci siecle Wyoming. 
Spence, JOWML EA . 01.0 55s oe cles siereloeremee Holston. 
Spencer, Hazelton A..........0.eescee---s Vermont. 

(shrehee, MeN pbh oe Coren Agee con ouT c.¢.c0008 Oregon. 
Shepmones Wilall, © secav ates gs eure ee Saint Louis. 
Hae weVVall lite tia ayeravssesavenetotel cle selon oneenc use Wisconsin. 
Strattonma@hiarlesiO re atts o1cRonelers herein California. 
Strom ewan G sree ection cele Columbia River. 
SLub pins. BenjamimeAr 0 esle siseteetetellet er Kentucky. 
Swallows laste per cmitetelele «ao ueeieleswiciele Central Pennsylvania 
Swearmoen, Richardannieteies seca cee eee Upper Iowa. 
ShACOUIGs \MUbern Bouaacoadamidncoutodcoc Philadelphia. 

i CEM Ovo" NI BRON NO! 6 Gigi oe OmOe Seno IC OO biome b% Providence. 

a vLOVsvlsaa Cheyunedamre sess riooierte rere tetra Michigan. 

Taylor, sDoOMaAs Heese. ser ese ete e ee a. Olio 

Meriyow MEUG OM Sie once le tore orel(oieiere: ete oye ste ele or casts New York. 

GveKol ory, ANE MEE Se neo eouoGuoHl coed . South India. 
Mom PSone MOMMA ets ey-1a'- esata ears fa Soncce sts West Virginia. 
YMiKoran Nsroyoy MOUND Weenie: podeaeenmedcadGas Troy. 

OG Cer A COD ee pate tare wie llorstorat eres s sveiceieiae eee Philadelphia. 
AM ONS, GOse oi nites ogoas coodaceuadaccons Ohio. 

Abubsovee, Wallen lsh Goeeosenaeocgoucou Gude Missouri. 

Upham Samtelyl ass cusehecee eee meter New England. 
Wrbanthers Charles isi crests cieietec nite cient Southern German. 
Wialclens Jo nmeMics. sess ts ene mereretere state Cincinnati. . 
Walker PercyaGry.c sent nic mutnneeenioe cee Washington. 
Wialloms TOUS race rcnnt ar srm ocanscatalare re ort eee East German. 
AVES ESL Ye Ko) ia OY vr aiegnneieaees § sepals Cewioreac & Kentucky. 
Warren MEENEV EW. inc... ackeiseine cette Philadelphia. 
Wiarren sOrrisckiesnsa.c aseioe ciate Central New York. 
Niiebsters Allon Z Oven siamese South Carolina. 
Websters Johnie Mer. 7. cee ree ea ee Troy. 

NViebstene Williams H. \.,.. hee epee ee Aarts Tilinois. 

WiC CL ICOM ISIS 5 ey rencios, cassae Se eae ee New York East. 
Nientyworthyedohm Bisa. sc.) ener erin aa Genesee. 
WiltedoneDanicly Ax c)). 7c... Serer tees Providence. 
WiheelervAlfredis. sic. ccs so eee Behe ade! Erie. 
Wiheelen@inuciusiNimc -:).:0c an eee ete Wisconsin. 
ANTM RSS IEE RELH Ke: 2D Goma abod ince ooe sds Northern New York. 
IVVALC KGLIMG APT OSE WINGS sateusoe essere: ore eee nto Virginia. 
Widermansubhern (ress «1c. eer eee Baltimore. 
Wit, Gr COr Ge 035 cia ss 1s pa ee New Jersey 
Willlettey Jo InTiaNVie ct sient onan. eee eee Providence. 


Walliams 2 Himperorc ens ae. eee Louisiana, 
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PAOLO LOSHUAH EN... (sil eter ester ete sarees South Carolina. 
2c Om\VOlreseRmedenice Co. sire ystetctte tekst weet Upper Iowa. 
Scie Woodruth, George iW. (eaeiades cenisnes asec New York East. 
CAS OOUStSOSEDINS acca teen seta aac e es Indiana, 
$0 
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TSPAN CLernrrann eet am lS, st 51 Norah torcvotsnetencrateraterarseatolnts Missouri. 
SeRexandern©@Marles) Heme cer hiceiioe tee Tennessee. 
SALEM ACO DY Cla ceiaciaan eaten eee io cise ietrs Newark. 
4 Allston, Matthew M.......... Sea Cana North Carolina. 
DAN Pele nOUIS er tere elects otegrpeistene slo tise Chicago German. 
GRATNOVUST Dol pele sects welnts «sake eas ere Sarees North Indiana. 

ae DAT cet m SLE PUeT Maric Aur teen eieistoememeteisels cl New York. 

Se HeachmlUAraN use anie. sctawecsciemes ed cas New Hampshire. 
OMB CPE Gralana cyaeiare.s ccs s/cicicresiouece susevelowic eee Louisiana. 

OPE CrtOMAmIOLACenes oon scat orem cwaueia sate eeeu ores North Ohio. 

HUE CRO OTCT WA PUBL Nic cists ciolercwenysne rete e ieee North-west Swedish. 
APE binkleve Charles. Os. ser cosisicrs ociersiave spt oleic or North Indiana. 
LS BBumberowyW re CL evLC cuca, cays eisiererseoue see sve iovese Southern German. 
APIS ONC OMAN CONG es 7s, 6,5.\eloieisniwis/oteies »)016,< Kentucky. 

EES OLEINAM ne ACO gO \sios cis a csre sree cone cee eae aie al eress Utah. 

1 TEOa, Ieheay Claenvhitins Aeue soonces boOKGKeuoNd North India. 

Arp iBbenrelveny, <Chpnblcial eles annem ea Ow obeD GO OC OOae Southern California, 
AS MISTASH CAL WY Al GOT Wer scascvovelene cists © 2fh.cl'stsiets cleus ie Arkansas. 
19eBuicht samuel... ..... SOOO DOO DGS OUO Ohio. 

OL) Taxon) UOUne Aiveue bosCoaoescmotene ano Goons Columbia River. 
pail Tesmanaligs. VA, IP hs no oBOd on OdU DO nOOe SOON A5Ge Wisconsin. 

PEM (Ophiay Nol AM ng hle 4 LARRSpnons <careieeninion 6 Once Iowa. 
ORY (Chrantay, Jb bo ceaceonGauocmsadsoddcete East Maine. 

DADC AL CCE Sai lied anal s:atclafnia/ele1= ae! <>1+1e/aieBslelols¥)s Central Alabama. 
Ope Chirstmas wMcanC1 ss Reretsas'c ere. ofa /e))e 0) elelslefels ele.6 South Kansas. 
26 Clark, Joseph H.......... SH SGOROS Hoe Sade Illinois. 
Sie Cllang lslamays paasckooucdnsecdsds c6on sha Ge Washington. 

AS Olaimeini:s Nihillngie 1) es6 pa eeDodosoG ce ooSOae Wyoming. 

BO Come, ROY al Dijin crete scl cin velsielie +e 01s aie Minnesota, 

AD) Orrniliy, 1a Ws qopponossoo0scHso0cobus New York. 

Bil Coralie, Lasker IE 65 cHodugo bongo Sane sub bit oor Rock River. 

SUMO OOM MV ILS OMe sci ctsia's's «1+ oe siwlcietisretenclelevslaterate South Carolina. 
BB.Cooper,  JAMeS........ 2 eee nrescctcenessee's Pittsburgh. 
S4Ooursey.UUOMAS Biss. .\olsee esis ciciss ole ole ---. Wilmington, — 


OMOTAMICTS GELO DELUGED cilereloie:sts)«-sisiayoneeieteire oie .... Missouri. 
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Crippen, Philo........... sees e eee e eee ees Michigan. 
Crogman, William H............+++ ones eens NaVvanna ll, 
Darrow, Lew B....... ese ee decree r ee eeee Des Moines. 
Weshazoy, Warkine C2 scteerenececiteleles cclelere olen: Mississippi. 

We Wolf, Charles’ Wraccew ore eliotn ooreyelreeleier= South Kansas. 
Dickhautyblentyy W/.rrs ners pee e ore t aerate onal ayer Central German. 
Divertycd esses Hira ss). saeco ayes - foe New Jersey. 
Donnell, Jeremiah Bi... 2. 6.5. sive +s cele Maine. 

Dreher Samuel (Sis. -cicrsies ec lelelelsniciereinis Philadelphia. 
IDs, TEEN. GEaponsoscacocuCdenguauCE? West Texas, 
IDvelehyy ECorete! Mh og Goueds bode oon ecboO Reh 6 Providence. 
BOT Eemd ersoning oe coc .c cle coe elarcirieie sicvelovets Cincinnati. 
IVES WOM con ogGouepogo soe oes UOO0N Colorado. 

BiSkan OMMC OMI oe ete esas ee rszarelevete eietoun eee: New Jersey. 
IMO Peo Ny son ooosondonsasuacccose Texas. 

Mrenchim Cale Dip byer rates teclccisrcratersreciecreie che siete Holston. 
Gardnet.. NlISie ashe ot uissraiore ois areas se cio aietehs Ohio. 

Gatch Conduce Aisne eis caiec aiericsictae erent Des Moines. 
Gemie kergoAm dre wets nycstsre creterosieesisiets) Saye vse Western German. 
Grille tees Daly Gis erate evareccreie voi ore Gro ahe tetera ta Dlinois. 

Good winks Jone Resi acinar ction s sets _.. South-east Indiana. 
Gritteyvemhomaswilins cease craictste s see neers Nebraska. 

Enocky lelmibiey Ws: dodo nes soadososcocobUeA. Washington. 
Tal LSaa co N eric cc een nistsiseeeaserstretcrcpeberes . Vermont, 

Fl all seal piney et cc. icateielpoteissccsseysoteice reer Erie. 

Harrison, Thomas M..... a lederaleravelersYol crore oieters Minnesota. 

Har tniinin sours ins centers en stots aire Central German. 
ary Kdin Sees livin erelepe sy sieeateper SOS ee iene Central Tennessee. 
HeathaeMa disomg@) tales mwrerrereate colors cence Vermont. 
Hillman, -Josep hens. 0c. eee CoE Troy. 

Hiollowayap vite lies Kescg, eeteesrcet prey eeeeretatsre - South Carolina. 
HOTbU ns, Oliv Cra kd irs, sectei eyelets neeeeete tances ter ate Rock River. 
Howards SUM etisnte <is,c0e sc lelers eee ereree Detroit. 

IGRI M GaN) OP RO Pre ABSA os nao GOOe Northern New York. 
Loli ANA KON Ware Ceineawen as Oo oan ls dac. cooKob. Philadelphia. 
SIME ET EN MI WWisdaonkaroosoougoccouns Detroit. 

Jacksons \Wallliamnseesst cess. ey ere reer Central Illinois. 
Johnston team liiatie hy.tercem 2 or epee meni Upper Iowa. 
Rinne; "Theodore: ¥..2* <2 Sse. eee Newark. 
Kingston, John Buses i es 4 eee eee West Wisconsin. 


Klgus, “Hermanviles scents cee --++.... North-west German. 


Delegates. : Conferences. 

Dune aaseer, OtenS Alvi 5. ss. cee C Ri ale cies Erie. 

(Spelbandin wy Oscp yh ,...)... 5 Seen ae California. 
Womlawrence, oWaAlat’, «sce cies oie one bs ee Central Ohio. 
SOMMEMVON OANAEG SE 4, <.ciaveo cree-e pean erent ree e ors North West Iowa, 
Siam oie Ment ye os hc Son cian Oe ee North-west German, 
SZeunlleyamesiEy-ia cca eee mete ie Indiana, 

83 Locke, James A...... Reeneds ao Serene se Southern Illinois. 
Be eOtE y ALCL Gd.) 1.5 a. siscig nev eemmey Coe nunc: West Texas. 

Soi Mibu henerguDhomias: dis. jase eee ed cece Central New York. 
SGOMMEM Ten PODER <<<. .:6/55, 054 .c1ece treks onorencess Wisconsin. 

Sie Ma lvor ler Eenny sO e's. 5,5 coerce ae ee West Virginia. 

SSm ME Walliams aD aid) wrote a)e,crrec oie cident Central Illinois. 

89 Mack, Clark R..... RRS Mae ans cee Lexington. 

SIVA SCC MATIC Spd oro a fayere ns susheysroressyeretevels ieee New England. 

Oiee Tansee OM AC erry aveieroreves/oss Cer evat csc rapetacereretol siete Austin. 

Ce) Abehianeemeele, Crcohietey Nee pecmny. Comma eco ee Saint Louis German. 
GS MarchSiWiashimGton idle 14 a. seo oe eee ccc Nevada. 
OAMNTAE IH IAT ORS ele pepey of crates oxavny ides 4 oes eons) wie of oroc i Georgia. 

SOMME ATL RC WS OMIM UIT AL are, ofc. ox ores dei Sor acvanay sre 0 o\avee ors Wilmington. 

OG Mil ur COLL OA. 32 cten eo cyersiens: & 40s) covet etorekas Central Ohio. 

ame TR ee We SSI ade a toe arey ok/o er iot chino ero ax otatis ar East: Ohio. 
SSEMOOTE eA OLMPA MI, chet cued oct Vay ein aoe Ao so Mississippi. 

GD) MOGs, VOU We smepeeessee hoCAnOon OOO oer Michigan. 

TIO: Mi ftouy) thy IE esi Baek Se oo bonn en oo non daoer Saint Louis. 
TIO!) INGLE ZNO EIN Ae eo ooa ona noosn coon cone Delaware. 
LOZENiedrinchauss BredericeG,. <+/.1.\lsiel-taleters > «1° Saint Louis German. 
HOBMINICKersonmMA Ora Coed) .34 carats) iettacves eer East Maine. 
TOA PNorchenp ye awancl Jiiei ie cveletets’-\> clelels 2c iheisiel« Oregon. 
LOSmOldiham Walia Wc... 0. sim ae el ..... South India. 
AOGweACe Me Ha nlesMdyn terete yooh a slsle: oherwiel ete! mialefeimieree Southern Illinois. 
LO APLC ChE OUPALNUL™ Epercl efercra) ayoi sy-rasster ot ove ofoetdyeie Baltimore. 

MOSe Pecks Benjani gaelevis ee 2426 «ae deg ana. Genesee. 
1OOmMPhelipss Wlishaiexe ss se 2046 6cc 4 cule ein tes Virginia, 

ING AP Mis: Denil Ce vonogadeseacicol ops cues South-east Indiana. 
iis) Teheran, Geel 55 ocoanooUmoe DUS oaUn Oe ... Central Pennsylvania, 
112 Purrineton, Converse .2 6. . 2... 3-05. -2+--n- Maine. 

113. Reynolds, George G........----..s+eee--s New York East. 
HEA ERIC IINOM Ce AtSety Lister- cs) 210) +'01'n'e’ wis. atscetenetalatels\el => Little Rock. 

This) TBXayoy a UNO 3 eee Gn omoer undo haconah. Genesee. 

HUG MIKO SS se NOSES MA rcleceltcie) steve \clelaeiaye ol-¥ele) ohne o> Pittsburgh. 

Le Rule, William.......- AGSDS aonUHOS ODORS Holston. 
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Delegates. Conferences. 
118 Sargent, Edward .,........--++-seeeeeees Cincinnati. 
119 Scott, William §..........---seeeeee scans Upper Iowa. 
120"Seely, Henry Mi. . 55. cc ee sete cscs Troy. 
iPM) etanteng, Coorae I nanoduocodadondunoDdob00e New York East. 
122 Sen Chiong, Wong ............ fo lenamioerepetere Foochow. 
123 Sheets, Benajah.......5...55..-226052-66. Alabama. 
124 Shinkle, Amos .../5.......6 2-0-0: Beiees] een bUC ays 
Pay {SUao Ky 9). Cate on BAF on cag oudemoddoccoccs Central Pennsylvania. 
IX uSNing, IDOI IigoccndgusoouGoodnamaccto cous North-west Indiana. 
12 (SMALE DS eLMOTIAS WV cierto tor otetetet st \on-ter leteratotete la) = Southern Central. 
PQS Smithy Weeds stta« swterenoreyet-reietspetotetenohetsteteroncters Louisiana. 
TO Spatilding MD udle yi Vey. c ta store st atateretetedet et atele West Wisconsin. 
130 Stannard, Edwin'O........ 550. eeee- Saint Louis, 
TSIM SCUDDS; TOS PID tere ere1-tor eit etelist leheratoteretelotey North Ohio. 
132 Studebaker, Clément -/... oe nae ieee North-west Indiana. 
TSS Lalor minas Leper ier iarcia cieielokerayereaces eichouak Sedsyeverrne Kansas. 
TSYY NGO ne (hap [Sy coger cemeSoeOCeOnnear vue Providence. 
ew ty ako ds Jalining Jalon coe cormacnegged cune mide Kansas. 
WES MIO Meal. 6 Sete ocachucocoddo dco Gece Indiana. 
U3 ea yloradOSe par rsjceysterery-tera-t Be BeBe ONE East Ohio. 
SSA oddaeGabitelerel UM sorter eve ase ccucier sores Texas, 
19m Math Dawid herr. FA bEOC COE sero kCca ts California, 
LACE Urner seal tomeG een va iercerceh sc ctetrenele otaire ore Baltimore. 
d4 Us VialentinewMilmant ec. criseac seis rite re Florida. 
a2 a ViangOrsd ales WilliameWicr ocleiartierrecieicrs cle Montana, 
14S e Wide CLSOU. leveictctetenereiei a aratetareloter os tetiare New England. 
LAA Waves OSmONMEsxmris elecctemrcsircrete sie se iietsrer tists New Hampshire. 
4 5w Weeks pMorestvG tc. wares, cerecieveecs sitoreneieisle orate Central New York. 
TAGs Wiesenian blenny. sw cercuciarersrotoios)stelereiotoiela< East German. 
1472 White CharlestO cs setirtcavs tienen er Nebraska. 
LAS Wallen: ¥ Wialtrnamt “Irs: :epeekerofeterstenelropsnercer West Virginia. 
149) WalsonysWallltainaye sum: .:.:crerarotetenstetetcleteislenstolets Towa. 
LOOM Wanton; Moseswiie:.)..rcaerericni renee Wyoming. 
151 Worts, Mannister ........... aiereiersis% Palaiaters Northern New York. 
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ALPHABETICAL LIST OF MINISTERIAL RESERVE 
DELEGATES. 


Delegates. Conferénces. 
derAlllon ye Charlest ii. 2.2: .sc2/,saanens eee eee Maine. 
SPAY Ne RODE eT) ae ed earns ediaerecloets Goren ees Southern Illinois. 
SANULES SAV A Lwdeeas aoa ay atactsreryererets sietcictenefeters Des Moines. 
AMmATROLGr Oni Ms... cers cis'e rere ee! ores sisicieroheta ere Detroit. 
DRED CYOD Mc wimreete te otahors iain: fo). ciara overs alela tie ete leas Virginia. 
G6 Brewster; Samuel A,............08. Morente Cincinnati. 
Ge TISCOL MD AT TCLOW ieee ovs.c-cyojenclehcr-rer st etsie/s sees... Oentral New York. 
Se DrOW Ney Wepre VUOM ie veraysteloreetere s-cleperelersieseieveye nie Baltimore. 
QUBTUCE EET © Meets oicta eh ctavecsctetsherere Sataisiecs --.-. Northern New York. 
HOMES TUCE ree) Ollie Ciftareroliateterotersy-tateralereioleleiorsteks ier overous Kentucky. 
bs Caldiwellervob nee. x..2.%., oarers, svoverss one ose ...... Wilmington. 
$2 Campbeldoseplt ) os civieses..c.ccwneenyse oes Mississippi. 
13 Carhart, NGC WASHELIM G5 « .cxsus seve lets ecole dis jsieeesie. eee 6 Austin. 
MAO WAT) evtiasgte) OME «2: kc; aveusioncsonetebeusreroteyeseuseye sve2e Philadelphia. 
HSRC hapmianve yy lta peer yo). 0, cevssers.s) vosisresuove,ers.0,° Baltimore. 
NGC hue le BAN  CrEAe el. -,ccej0.e.vieis-o.sie.sceusyeuerejor-osece ays East Maine. 
Nin ©) are kone Ovviemmitiaver t's ak so ofole oh odarce st ollolefie ayaicretstocerels Southern Illinois. 
TSMC lar kewe yy MAG Evaecse elec vie sleet eieleiesieiel te st-lsre New England. 
MOO MMMORCMG COLE reste tere cisteralelerels oietetcrercre stores California. 
PxXt) COMME AEE AY oe 5 poem ADO UC OODROO OIC CnOe Wisconsin. 
ple @ooke Wdiwat diiex... 2.0 0/0 + s/19 scejele's esl ere oialese South Carolina. 
ai-Cloalh, levator NCO 5 4 Sonn On ona gdSodepoDoEGaT Southern California, 
23 Crews, HOOper..ms% +0 2--- COORG O 10600 Rock River. 
PAMOTOOM MMC ORCI i re telarelsilelersoielsle\oloieieeiehelons North Carolina. 
25 Cunningham, James..........2...+.--2+25- Philadelphia. 
AG) IDEN MBOUEES ho Spb b SOORGOUUOO OOO ODddC Louisiana. 
One IDENae. SHC 5 GoadboagonaeodoD cao 00b0d Louisiana, 
DSM AvlCs RIC ALGus Niels eisieiocoleicisveleinlelseareerersle re) « Illinois. 
PRY. IOKtere, LBA Wosdsodoon006. ooocoboHdde Troy. 
SO MMEAL DORN GEOLSEISs sores ele) arin erororstelseeteneenelsiele Kansas, 
Si yalou deepen AAC aanomeaddS CObSooue don Erie. 
BPM UTS, CHATS. Goose sn: vin siersioeterclarsinyereieseie Southern Central. 
38 Dillon, Isaac. 7.22. .... aponnneA cond ond +.+-. Oregon. 
SAMUI C ATMS EDULIS sr ofoletelei+ va) eie'<s+isiovenesevasenescus joins, Montana. 
Boy Hidiwards, James Bo... . cc ere ces 0 ol Ad mame Erie. 


86) Hla, David Hz... .......- Detetnreene Gvoteerciccokehs New England. 
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“Delegates. Conferences. 

Sime llin stony We WwASy Dri teljectsisiel ores cietelenetstels Georgia. 

Gre TK OOCK IRENE IST. Gragea CO OOUONORBoon ooo0 6 Detroit. 

89 Erikson, Jacob M........ POO Co 00> Sweden. 

AQUA kisses wines *biaeeeceratetielem ais terenrereeee Newark. 

Ate wiecenbauim,, Henry... «ime air jlletteleelel< tele Western German. 
20) IMO, CONN aa ao qoogusoc CoO sdo00Odd Sood Holston. 

EGS Ciosspee lg, NOESY INGE 5 poas c guacooucogdadac Minnesota. 

44 Graliam yew sais. cata ce eeerey creer sav omelchen wet eto North-west Indiana. 
45 Green; Wd win Wy, a csccsee oe scicie « cneicin ele o! ccwiene Genesee. 
465Greene, James: Myo irs sterile | sicpole twieie sete Missouri. 
AN SIAN A IAMS. Lewes ,< cle ccckdie cuter eveiehe eee sue oiaaets South Kansas. 
ASS Ardiveyed OS lamba ewer yorey-\totevousiey Sclolepeleieteds fers Towa. 

Zi) Isley nanyaere, CEM IS oe oda neueesouoocgnNsT North Ohio. 
50 Pletdel Chanlesyer c sicyscstencrecontasveyerelsieierescc+.ctatersne Saint Louis German. 
5ilehlendersonmnste pen er cree cieiteitisist ilar Nebraska. 

Bh Js Kernen INO woke cg Co CODEC ER ODN GUNSEOOU West Texas. 

Smile wese MMAWAS Nat acces ieniccrliamiotnr enicesets Illinois. 

DADE Wardel. rey rere t ters orNeieeie kelererehsssisiene revere Kansas, 
DOME Weill coma Nee syer-n erste Reteneteretoh-t ++." -vetaxenshchetere New York East. 
DOMELINCS pEL an Vie yatemn ta reyalaeestelePelela’eiaietere te lelate eVejors Columbia River. 
DiiHolliday,~Hernandezi@ tec tiesto /aperoieraie oie South-east Indiana. 
DSHELOO perwmWicsle ye acivetetstereretelstenereletteelerersisiens Mississippi. 
DO MELUG NES, eNO erento. fe tee atepeiie e Voretoteretefonerenoccters Saint Louis. 
GO TEuntleyy Hdl wiancdl eyes steer caretctete lone tevetorts tare West Wisconsin. 
GU RI nish PI OSeplieb lary aieseictesalcres-ustelevetetsvoloreeterete late West Wisconsin. 
G2Blive sm Se nOmMlleetemerse cries ecusierseedsenerer reins thet Central New York. 
GSiJacokes, Thomas Fi. % cai. acces Swe scoot ome Michigan. 

64 Jasper Onland Oslin cccrreieteretseietiene creer ee New Hampshire. 
Cbd oste Casperaacreretn ssrcneeier rae ran metrerte East German. 

6G Joy. Henrys Mists. noms.) «acteurs cine eee Michigan. 

Gi IUdd SCharless Wir cesta cieiete steven mrcrsy startet North India, 
GSekautimann ys Burres Eve scsi renee ee Central Illinois. 
69 Kellam:sJamesnAscs. ste sic ec ee North Ohio. 

FU ORANG UTC S SEL: Syrgscoie.') ore, si9 ave res CTO Ree New York. 

lle Keoene Kem Will Warinnrscicrecls cies icra reemr reenter Saint Louis German. 
2 Ma ins PAE CNS ayers favevee fore sone ever RRR . Central Alabama, 
7S} WUE) Oy, BVA Moa noosmouemadnAcns Aeros Minnesota. 

WAVER VLG, MD UGE VME cr. .actteretstor-roccest ease Petree Providence, 

To Lewis, JettersOni feist ie lete-oroe BodoccooCuCNs New Jersey. 
UGmiuiebhart.whennyndem cette tee eee Central German. 
(ite LiOCKKE) PWT AMUN sy rreeteleres\< Rierele or ciere eee East Ohio. 


UE) IUOAGE, UO WE Scoop ocwac ath oreierovaseisterareie etter North-west Iowa, 


19 
80 
81 
82 
883 
84 
85 
86 
87 
88 
89 
90 
91 
92 


93 
94 
95 
96 


97 


98 

99 
100 
101 
102 
103 
104 
105 
106 
107 
108 
109 


110 


111 
112 
118 
114 
115 
116 
117 
118 


LS 
120 
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Delegates, Conferences, 
MC ape | OnarleseC..~. +... <item nee os .-.. New York. 
M’Dowell, Joseph..... Hipp conc nn sapeonen Towa. 
NISC NOUN See. 076, o1s.e ss arevernratstenee seaectae Holston. 
MartinveAlexand eM ac\sco naa airetererterserteet Indiana. 
Nie ade An OC Wa Jes 2,..c0c erie oh oe emer cree reas Wisconsin. 
Meredith g Samuel ccrcr..cueversvesteereroiel st ieereters Troy. 
Merritt) 0 inns Hers =cisiav-rs cette ae aie tiers Colorado. 
MINIS WU AML Sube reaicsia.c ck usc oreteernterotone iene) Last Ohio’ 
NEC CHEM MAN OM OSOM: -crere-len yeild eter rorer Central Pennsylvania. 
Molle yamiWeilli sims oiyeerc.n oc sielocie a caeeieys Texas. 
ORC VAM ATE Wek sietssa s «5 oie. < cus gioiele Gere eisiclons Genesee. 
Morgan richards. Sct sess stents ecm Vermont. 
Morrison, William Y....... shoes astonens pareeeceate Providence. 
ilnliinsrot Ceoprers hamadiehe sonsocao me cone Chicago German. 
NelsonyeCharlesiG... csc + > Mieco me cieNs North-west Swedish. 
INGOTS AN VVEATTO De ae eecieececvcminin Saeitiaicl ents areas! s Nevada. 
INIOLTIS BGLCONDC MNEs otic tres) oietels Caletemeaeeee ho oa New Hampshire. 
INE Wey, Je iniee Nes Aw somao eee Sosoceees Germany and Switz’d. 
CUSR. ANUS Ss seb tes Ae reins Gan Meee Norway. 
PAT Wer eLANPleygtvn. wha hos SO GEM REE Gus oat Alabama. 
PATKCH RS VVCSI CW ayes ac0s5 say lereyeseres ater or Sree Delaware. 
alse Walla: 20. cis: sie pace eee ioe savevsanseaes Central Ohio. 
EX GOM MN ag LOT scars sive loner sicseletore: sievoretelte eres Upper Iowa. 
NS EAT CONN OWED EAE ce 's,acecovensveverctersack ctahetovarcrapecercas’.e Central Pennsylvania. 
ae tiemm Waal. cycuecehciescuecenceereters se terorevetetere ters Southern German. 
JPayilbhioe, WNC Undin Sob obdoo Doo Obsoo nae Little Rock. 
PP Lclee te Calva ayers aiesercrevenccos ale tareteverstape tare statetste Tennessee. 
IEEREO, SOG Iso daga ep pa poduaUeDE aacetos Saint Louis. 
Blam AN Go AM Iivasrattehetetaceohstete wo careie Saneesons Foochow. 
Plumer @harlesya weer cterta ere heve: ot teteree eaetee East Maine. 
JPG, ANIC WNigg ease Dab oOp per ee DAD Maine. 
Cuca a Wii liana Gop criiccse.-verasoss-s--retaverevorsrarererers Wyoming. 
Lvs Wa tes “20 0 Pt 2 0 ae ae A Washington. 
iMeorisian, Jou WW ege doo domnesmmoab oo OOhe Central Tennessee. 
IR kses (OAD ROS sare OUP amos mDOnnS Or orG South Kansas. 
Richardson mGeougem Wi sei s)- one esterases West. Texas. 
IRD OSKOS, WEI Wc poonboogopecuDcoooGooed Texas. 
Robentem ben amine terrains. ceo topes letters South Carolina. 
FRODEKES MOAMULEL iy opera rsce, 01 <:avsr-navuoaseyenot cteter Central Ohio. 
Wie, TENE MEN RE Roe see hoe Bono roccucsouGod Cincinnati. 
Salmond, \ William J......2...a.2-.s-++00% Florida. 


SHINS. AOS 00) no BRODER AOD Or O.08 00 RC eOOOn Savannah. 


#9 
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Delegates. Conferences. 
121 Schnitker, Henry........ 000s esccceesoes North-west German. 
19% Schock, David H..... 02.00.4222. sceceene New Jersey. 
123 Schuette, Edward H............-2 eee eee North-west German. 
194 Scotts William El. 8 ey scteriet-i4e clele' eiete enete ole Ohio. 
125 Shepherd, Thomas B...........-.++++---- Northern New York. 
126 Sherburn, Joseph A........ Sumas COUSHOS Vermont. 
127 Sims, Charles N........ AE OR ACI REIOOC New York Hast. 
128 Sinex, Thomas Heo Oe oe ee California. 
AZOesmirt eC harles iW .:s\steisletots)s)siersicis\oxet fore eiatetel= Pittsburgh. 
ASO SMUG ME TASCUS RUM ts tie\eelelee « otaleieyaveei-cte ale Utah. 
GRE sib, \WWaUU TER eC eee adaiolocdacub0ue Rock River. 
d 32m Snodgrassw Wamtields Cee secre lereielete «oer West Virginia. 
AS Sopris Crem OrAbOMM pret felsic cieic(siole eieteiere @ erties Central Illinois. 
LSAMS taller SUM Oma star (eter te elelers ei ieee ere .... North Indiana. 
IBS nally; “WinNowdine Woo caasoucdocsoconn sacs Ohio. 
IGG PHEes, SEM is ocosdoosoueeococacauaous West Virginia. 
LS Stevenson we antelyrs ic teisiciere’els Atitn on hae Kentucky. 
IB SO egy, IUD. BodgidocddousceonooKe OUST Pittsburgh. 
USOELaydlors Williiaiiaeeecrctssccrettetcteclsteretorerreeie ce South India. 
TAO WT evise SONTIS Mae eres ce itor: sities ele eraiee South-east Indiana. 
dae Todd RO WERB A Wit als cies lets SOO Rau Pood OSne Wilmington. 
MA Qe Mums ime a yeleceycicrerorelesetetosereneteleterereretere Newark. 
TAS STurmer aA avon tao chelsea aisle leet erne sete Indiana. 
1445 Upchurch, David) H...........4.<.+. Pramas eres Arkansas, 
TLOMU Her MEVUSSC LIM Re incre ct ore nereieceis te etets ase he North-west Indiana. 
TAG BVany C litt wA cayenne yvanracte teem SO ate Wyoming. 
JL MN MRS ATI NG INE enon cob aecosaode dee Des Moines. 
Ua Sie Wiar ds SCOLt cuter cis tcc trmicverteet tere cere Lexington. 
TAD SWiare cD aie le we pect. cee eee es eere i ete Liberia. 
1D OM Wie Chi Nola Wine. iscc rose eeeeere ceric rate eets North Indiana.., 
WOLe NV cllenmZ2 Cc hess o. Macca meeee eats Missouri. 
ay) \ivlintiey, FUWabn (Cm Seog abebasooanos eerste Nebraska. 
153) Wilson AlirediB. week eee ERE OEE Washington. 
154-Wundertich? Brhardt,::.. 2.42 ea eee ae Central German, 


1565 Young, Emerson Koc ccccccsecssewe cece: Upper Iowa. 
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wR 


me co 


37 


Delegates. ; ; Conferences. 
IN AMSHUAIETOM ss s.0 5 sc coke cise Soo eene daao Saint Louis. 
Albright, Charles.......... ay axekeneneerer sees ..... Philadelphia. 
PAUilan Gas DEM eZeLaL is ores eyes crn icicisenciersicoere cree sts Colorado. 
Ashley, qalexander, «i. .¢ ese veins ongoo Get Wyoming. 
BS all Pea er kta creratrcrevs! satevacc/oleveis dona sierererstetete crete Vermont. 
Baim eAarteny JOACHIM asec sissies esses cee ao North-west German. 
Bell VVeliartty etcrayereierstuieis sicloveiescrenctclsvsieretecess« Washington. 
BemsOrwedOUN. Wise datsse ciate seccie deisnrccnsteess Genesee. 
Bickel Hechattalelien aisle rare ya steers Providence. 
OVROM OMALAAMN cate hele esis omeeei eats are Central Pennsylvania, 
BOOT SA MUG ate errs cc sort rein cletesteeaira ces New York East. 
IByRNNeML, COUN Aen Be BboccGaGahaohavoDmos California. 
MS UPA CIS OM eperchic.t.cce.cs0 WIS Widieince: he sicleie oss 2 Northern New York. 
SEIS DEMO ED CINIOMS «1. fas coe cecttocn tees South Carolina, 
IBFOLN GUS MG COLC ee cose ca Mss occas aie soteeiaa es West Texas. 
Bun OG yaslOZOKIAN Sc. cots estes = vie clove severe sine Ohio. 
Carldavellee Ino miasebl as acct s:cccters cases ceakavslonaxertr s Central Tennessee. 
Cleat EOD CL GHD) yc. <royorstoleyersscetoyateretevsicie ares Kentucky. 
Oamerons Jolmy Hie. ieee 0 «<< Bersted ticki ac st bel kes Saint Louis, 
apne) <) OMNI V sets epeveinro's ouenerote Raa Soe oan Troy. 
CarvereIbOUlsemev ler se scenic sree eters since Nevada. 
Garvan Georees Wistar. siristete vighe'si aisle steennine North Ohio. 
CAUSE VAC LCLR EP. tas oven, sere tte cyphsceiioiesscsiess so,ciarotegs Wilmington. 
CHASe MO Wil AMAA ocee c.ceie ns ni splee semioos Vermont. 
Cheeseman, George Wi. .0.. was eee ose es New York East. 
Clanken Cynara eee oc cies veto ceucirk Erie. 
(OReireKee eee eeeneeah create ioi cy Sca'so sueieaoieve cloegsieuse Kansas, 
@linbon moval aWien oe alte scree soo < eis sieteiacrecs Wyoming. 
OlouiiMbankimneyeep es cece 5 mic dap aun eine Texas. 
Corkishep sone ad. ails he. 60 ce see ertapareee « Utah. 
CrawiordtDamteleB ye os siciss..uccyaenne eae North Indiana. 
CUuMD ACK NLA, cers ich se cc.c1s ohelelenirelerepe nals s, oe South-east Indiana, 
Cutsteyg VEL UTA oe ater. ete’ syois w nicionefotatelayolisraia West Wisconsin. 
IDEM, OM I aoe eo BIbEeDODSon eb Oddon Wilmington. 
De Pauw, Washington C.........2.....52.% Indiana. 
Drews William See .sis.62..5 0% 0% serbia eetoress Minnesota. 


Dunathany Davi’ Pe): 20.1636%0st0/0'o site's «0's Central Ohio. 


28 


38 
39 
40 


41 
42 
43 
44 
45 


47 
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Delegates. Conferences. 
JOKES, “MMOS MENS. 6 Seraudenbooaso ober aon c New York. 
Dorston say nommas mW eyecteriete rettele ekersoterekeeeteene Central New York. 
ID WYEL, NIOEUISisiiy: ae ci aso bieiecenetn cheer Louisiana. 
Westerly edo Wiehe: esters etm ety rhe oloerel seeker grteee Holston. 
IUGOTESTON MEVOUSC NS i cislareleloloterare) = otek ee eter Georgia. 
Mlmore wiv erlOUss> 2 -ylaetore oe ister terrane West Wisconsin. 
Menorays, WENA Co noeacoogoGuencoCdoDdoaC Baltimore. 
Ericson Wd wandabl so; mrcciscui.> «micnestore notre North-west Swedish. 
Faller id GHIMes cscccnc.sinis seve overs, © elolets eater coieeresee Chicago German. 
Hancher EB nochelinn« nn ceccnee tenet ere New York. 
Merny Ge OLGe cd asterepenciever cas otter iets cneesteh stories Newark. 
Hana cane Geos ery siecle cicero aire Virginia. 
TOICCE, SIN Gu dene rersavaers (overs levers mrovers clare onerous Kansas. 
ord eb enmise sears as aorstetstaste atts torn: North-west Iowa. 
Franklin George, Piss... ose s sine oe els oh thes Central Alabama. 
Brazen c Alertness crucce ste cua srroteretteciarens cake Mississippi. 
Biren hie Big Cwaceeraet: - coat ctcietctetavecare ete ee roteroncys West Wisconsin. 
Eicken Comma d @ieigtae ater ccrnsrvaenen ny crter oe orl Western German, 
GardnerwUniahy Same cuemc tens tpaciseaicer ose Providence. 
Genheliners Johny acai sees sone cee Central German. 
Colbnreyes JSON Wioeanodoocos acododcs so0eRC New Hampshire. 
EshANe OMI NCS pas oa ooodsouounhca00s 5 Erie. 
Goodrich inukevkl= 6. ecnrocwmiacitemert ceases Central Illinois. 
GOTTAN GI CTOMEH Hie eR ener es seers clr eee Illinois. 
(GAN Ce EMV OL yy HDisie at cerete elec tentecoeeeetevernecters 6 Wisconsin. 
Grane MRODERG Je. ceva si se lcleian,ciets Oe werner Michigan. 
Ela xGre one Garetertes stcrsisieynia ocenn ny testatnte arene te stad Missouri. 
Hammond @@harles sl) tewaseaccmecrertiersettere Troy. 
ELan SO RANE res oo. ee eo cds ei ee BROS Central Illinois. 
EHlaronaVesmWiliiains Ri ceseiee ee cites csesvie rae North-west Indiana. 
Harriman; Benjamin wins ochexs ges enn oes oe Maine. 
Haucle yam heodOneul. casein terete eee Indiana. 
awwkcin seni Aint ceyeetieesie eerie cies Alabama. 
Hewitt; ames HH +. 0\5 oe eerie East Maine. 
EDL James (ha. Gekie s < s¢s are arene ener moans Mississippi. 
Labbe IDUPAN A We ancdcutconcec ced ucce Columbia River. 
Hooker Hrederick®,. . 24s e seer Minnesota. 
Hoyt Jom awison... Srolaetielcheveheltepeterseeretorers New England. 
Eluntertsiohn ewe... cee ete aeons’ East Ohio. 
Bunt) Toarkin Ale aves sci)... hs ee emi North-west Indiana. 
JOHNS) Jackson erred eta: er eee West Texas. 
Johnson, Je) PEpeyye ac oe loge : ccs ae Southern Illinois, 


Une UNE Men Maan Gue MeeReAG Soacucks Central Ohio. 


Alphabetical List of Lay Reserve Delegates. 29 


Delegates. Conferences. 
SGBECEIN LOM EL CTI Bac saps. 3: vo ovapchontornneraceet nar are Central German. 
SeeMearCdG Wiliam Es, .....e series nes oes Pittsburgh. 
sofa) A REINS 310) 1a 12d Nc Re cl ary een ae Savannah. 
SAG C Kish OLN TIMER So. s.c1 cians eave earn aeons: North-west German. 
DOM MGA ONES: DEAR ONOLN...'s4-a.cil sleet es a aus Little Rock. 
SmavlinywhewisyCs <7 -<<~.:-<a cae dane see North Ohio. 
Simlittetieldnoylvesterss ac sdee selec Maine. 
SSMUOSAN WE MNOMASHEL . 5.10 oe «, sess emieeiels West Virginia. 
SOME Units OMI ELON. ke ol aye. sie. erteelcne: ss o.cecdisere Rock River. 
OOBMEA Can SUerl PEs. .<)4/5 se ccc neat sarees South Kansas. 

SiS MePherrim.sWillliam oo Sct eer Seles eae teeters Des Moines. 
DUNG COMMAS Ee ar-lols a ntajacslagvisin's oe eee es Newark. 
me SUL Ita pS epee he tca sa aca arrovcnin gy euch tebe shanatars tal Iowa. 
OAS Mramtntaels rac. Weber ts isnb) 5.01 ays crorsaterepeutron wer aero Upper Iowa. 
Odean wi VV Ulla IN. 216%, a!spso. cgaicioe'e Ouores Asal us Tennessee. 
OGeMechamwellomert Carn cava wc aren op es oe South Kansas. 
OMe elem Wala IY MDs css a etereraree ots lonetoniene @ctetelars Cincinnati. 
OSeMevermured enc. <s).s2c¢cesee eto gscee es East German. 
GOmMOOrem Rodney Mica seweedcasccee fe thee ce Austin, 
LOO; MullikamMidward. “Wi75. siecle eee dss Cincinnati. 
iN OLRM iin Kee OSED Ans 1s1.t.1.0he'e' aelsiosetat teielatsieteret sisi ste Missouri. 
1O2ENewland’ John Wiss esos ese ease gees. New Jersey. 
NOSE NiebulweWOusen. a0 scutes acces Southern German. 
IOLMINTCKO MOONS erate aaiciscs «ia svsuslcsusiercisvete vayeicye's Central New York. 
HOGMNoObles RobertyW seats cbc codec hea seus ccs Montana. 
106 Ocumparn, Edmund’ i 5isici6 ose. nase Genesee. 
IO Oya, Wiles IMOR ere apeaenmmosioncs aces food Detroit. 
108 Page, James D........ Yecateeiace deo oan ove gAee New Hampshire. 
MOO Mata OUNCH te csacclernc clo «secon save aes LOUISIANA: 
IQ) TAGE TA IORI ONS Soc 5 bao pon mecseodmonra yaUb Ofegon. 
eletenle GEM muy UMMA Mere state elas te: s s\oxetla cle ietererstane North Carolina. 
1D Tote, leks pA enocuonbUROUUO I SOO opade Des Moines. 
Ie) Pome, JON Gs o nos atieaooonedemoocsoocons Towa. 
TS Tee AIS KE Seice Chanoec nooner Gobo oGHenY, Texas. 
NGL Oe RAV OLN | Wier tertr oie ale\iets)-\ehs) i+) 2) cmtetcleteselole) >) ol South-east Indiana. 
IG ReGkehye UNICO eG oema na cos qo opbbuC North Indiana. 
ye Roberts, David Hi 3. 2... "cd ce CNRS SEIN Kentucky. 
1G Raiiigoy Chilliait Wee sppoupopade cs oqu060s 4 Florida. 
dioekobrbaugh, Callender... .....0...000...0. Southern Illinois. 
1D. RUG TIGA eos omc Gal OOUs Gon cibiIOc ne OK Arkansas. 


Pofervoud, CharlessHes J... 68s ects eras eces aces Detroit. 


80 


122 
123 
124 
125 
126 
127 
128 
129 
130 
131 
132 
133 


134 
135 
136 
137 
138 


139 
140 
141 
142 
143 
144 
145 
146 
147 


148 


Alphabetical List of Lay Reserve Delegates. 

Delegates. , Conferences. 
Sallladi; Sacob niet acicsckereyeterers, ve. 2. ese ssieselensi=iel Central Pennsylvania, 
SoliaLe meta eats se peceresiore scxessseeieneretetenetole Saint Louis German. 
Scotts; Cliarl eseyse: cove clove we peseueteye rennet ale West Virginia. 
SINAC Os (Coy aamenocoosocoe Cosco Sadao. Iilinois. 
ShoemalseryWazaris 1) sce verso cies olevelorsierene Wyoming. 

Sibley, Hrramn Taf. ..... oj. /:ere creer ote aleterelalesehevatel= Ohio. 
Sienge Sem) Wim gs... scscecceiecsstetetstatetstrercrele oi Foo Chow. 
Sor denitery Wiese eonconronsentcocoagnoecK Nebraska. 
Smithy gO i Cane tin., « 2cbe oot esctotons| ot stoneveparstes over ohote Saint Louis German. 
Sivell SAME Vat re teete es-kasevencueredersiotenclctetevetaterevevaiate Nebraska. 
SplearenvAll diemaatnrein acts saves aise eeeteietete eats New England. 
SS pencerly se Walla er-c-ceverarasetarsioa)oaeieiclotetst et ove Rock River. 
alot) Nathaniel cps c:c0'< cts sister geeteeertaase Lexington. 
Mayer Mathie wy saesosetevescssts;srecevelssey-icrelsyet seats East Ohio. 
Mihomaas Sha dia Chi .si1010)er<asyeiereiareseroveyeuesehsie South Carolina. 
ATU Wat UAT eos 2h os epasiasotccevel svetebe ove) a oeeheeenss Holston. 
Minne me AVpeeehasete scarsyar aaicucielepelexeroveketovsi cl svoret Washington. 
Walters: JaGoDsEa ra. anee otis ot eyet caterer rare Pittsburgh. 
NWreblby (James uieg Giiev.) scr srcca slsyeptelehanela assays Delaware. 
Wiebbemyliraniliny Ron deniers ctor cers ae East Maine. 
Wehiteman\ rola ytatateterea tel tere arttre cheney Philadelphia. 
Wihitinoidamess Wiese ee eal coe eee ee California. 
WAU Ore, TSINE! ONE RE opiasencgagotooooASSuNE Upper Iowa. 
WWVKO OGRE GMI, cravsyeys. =! sfcts exere, si ietae ere ape erarenote pois Michigan. 
NVoOolenwONarlesaWines re uteeiteeieereenie see Southern Central. 
Wiehe ron Ole. craic sie seme tie erate eae Northern New York. 
Yard Wialliames.c.t1. ate areca s eee New Jersey. 
Ministerial Delegates... csi) sass o:s->. oemal’e arn ersetesh ty meinen 248 
Day Dele sabegsad. \.:<5 saat yeas eceshnicne o oheere erence ee ae 151 
2 ———— 
Total number. of Delewates!. .4 i... ca. cae ge eee 899 
Ministerial Reserve Deleratesycn.. occ ose eee ee 155 
Lay ‘Reserve Delegutes 2) ue eee ae Se eee 148 


Total number of Reserve Delegates,.............:. 303 


JOURNAL 


OF THE 


GENERAL CONFERENCE OF 1880. 


SATURDAY MORNING, MAY |. 


Tue EieutreentH DELEGATED GENERAL CONFERENCE 
or THE Merruopist Eriscopan CuurcaH convened in 
Pike’s Opera House, in the city of Cincinnati, Ohio, on 
the first day of May, Anno Domini eighteen hundred 
and eighty. 

Bishops present, Levit Scott, Marrarw Smrpson, 
Tuomas Bowman, Witiram L. Harris, Ranporre S$. 
Fosrrr, Isaac W. Witzy, Sternen M. Mrrritz, Ep- 
warp G. ANDREWws, and Jesse T. Prcx. 

The Conference having been called to order at nine 
o’clock, by Bishop Scott, the thirty-fifth chapter of 
Tsaiah was read by Bishop Foster. The hymn com- 
mencing— 

“ Watchman, tell us of the night,” 
was read by Bishop Merrill, after the singing of which 
prayer was offered by Joseph M. Trimble, of the Ohio 
Conference. 

Bishop Andrews read the twelfth chapter of Hebrews, 
and Bishop Peck read the hymn commencing— 


“See how great a flame aspires.” 


The hymn having been sung, Isaac S. Bingham, of 
the Northern New York Conference, led in prayer. 

At this point Bishop Simpson took the chair and re- 
quested the Secretary of the last General Conference, 
George W. Woodruff, to call the roll; pending which 
Daniel Curry moved that an answer to the roll-call shall 
be considered as a satisfactory presentation of creden- 
tials, and the motion prevailed. 


May 1. 
First Day. 


Opening of 
the General 
Conference. 


Bishops 


present. 


Religious ex- 
ercises. 


Roll call. 


Credentials, 
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May1l. ‘The roll was called, and the following persons an- 


Must Dax swered to their names: 
ALABAMA, Alabama. 
Clerical: James L. Freeman. 
Lay: Benajah Sheets. 
ARKANSAS. Arkansas. 
Clerical: Thomas B. Ford. 
Lay: Walter W. Brashear. 
AUSTIN. Austin. 
Clerical: William Brush. 
Lay: John A. Mann. 
BALTIMORE. Baltimore. 
Clerical: Job A. Price, William S. Edwards, John 
Lanahan, Luther T. Widerman. 
Lay: Benjamin F. Parlett. 
CALIFORNIA. California. 
Clerical: Henry B. Heacock, Christian H. Afflerbach. 
Lay: Joseph F. Lamdin, David Tuthill. 
CENTRAL Central Alabama. 
5 aS: Clerical: Peter C. Louis. 
Lay: Samuel J. B. Carter. 
CREED Central German. 
Clerical: William Nast, Henry G. Lich. 
Lay: Wenry C. Dickhaut, Louis Hartmann. 
Gola Central Illinois, 
INOIS. 
or Clerical: Francis M. Chaffee, William H. Hunter, 
George R. Palmer, Hugh M. Laney. 
Lay: David M’ Williams. 
CENTRAL Central New York. 
New York. F 
Clerical: Luke C. Queal, Erastus O. Haven, Orris 
H. Warren, Benjamin Shove. 
CENTRAL Central Ohio. 
Onto. 


Clerical: Alexander Harmount, Park S. Donelson, 
Leroy A. Belt. 
Lay: William Lawrence. 
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Central Pennsylvania. Bae 1. 
IRST Day, 
Clerical: William W. Evans, Silas C. Swallow, James Caveat 
C. Clarke, David 8. Monroe, Finley B. Riddle. VANIA, 
Lay: Hugh Pitcairn. 
Central Tennessee. CENTRAL 
TENNESSEE. 


Clerical : Otis O. Knight. 
Lay: Alvin Hawkins. 


Chicago German. Cxroaco 


é GEEMAN. 
Clerical: Christian A. Loeber. 
Lay: Louis Appel. 
Cincinnati. CINOINNATI. 
Clerical: John M. Walden, William L. Hypes, 
Charles H. Payne, William I. Fee. 
Lay: Edward Sargent. 
Colorado. CoLoRaDo, 
Clerical: Benjamin F. Crary. 
Columbia River CoLuMBIA 
Clerical: Daniel G. Strong. shea 
Lay: Jonas W. Brown. 
Delaware. DELAWARE. 
Clerical: William F. Butler. 
Lay: Abraham Murray. 
Des Moines. Des Motnes, 
Clerical: Luther M. Walters, Alvah J. Andres, Mah- 
lon D. Collins. 
Lay : Conduce H. Gatch, Lew E. Darrow. 
Detroit. Derxoit,. 
Clerical: James S. Smart, Arthur Edwards, William 
H. Shier, Alanson R. Bartlett, John Russell. 
East German. Gee 


Clerical: Louis Wallon. 
Lay: Henry Weseman. 


East Maine. EastMarnz. 
Clerical; Benjamin S. Arey, George R. Palmer. 
3 
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CDR ws East Ohio. 
mrome, Clerical: J oseph M. Carr, Leland W. Day, Allen H. 
Norcross, Anthony W. Butts, Moses Hill, Stephen F. 
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Minor. 
Lay: Lewis Miller, Joseph D. Taylor. 


Erie. Erie. 
Clerical: Alfred Wheeler, Theodore L. Flood, Amos 


N. Craft, David Latshaw. 
Lay: Peter A. Laffer, Ralph H. Hall. 


Florida. 


FLoRipa, 
Clerical: Samuel B. Darnell. 


Foochow. 
Clerical: Stephen L. Baldwin. 


Fooouow. 


GENESEE. Genesee. 

Clerical: De Witt C. Huntington, Sandford Hunt, 

John B. Wentworth, George W. Paddock, Edwin J. 
Hermans, Kasimer P. Jervis, William H. De Puy. 


Georgia, 
Clerical: Erasmus Q. Fuller. 
Lay: Hicks Martin. 
Garr ana. Germany and Switzerland. 
Clerical: Ludwig Nippert. 


ERLAND. 


GrorGia. 


Ho.ston. Holston, 
Clerical: John W. Mann, John F. Spence. 
Lay: Caleb B. French. 

ILLINOIS. Illinois. 
Clerical: William 8. Prentice, Hiram Buck, Will- 


iam H. Webster, William R. Goodwin, William H. H. 


Adams, Jacob G. Little. 
Lay: Philip G. Gillett, Joseph H. Clark. 


INDIANA. Indiana. 
Clerical: Joseph 8. Woods, John J. Hight, William 


MW’K. Hester. 
Lay: James ¥F. Lindley. 
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Iowa. toe 1. 
Clerical: Sohn W. M’Donald, Isaiah A. Bradrick, Jows 
James B. Blakeney. 


Lay: Frank T. Campbell, William Wilson, Jun. 


Kansas. Kansas. 
Clerical: Werter R. Davis, Joseph Denison, Rich- 
ard A. Caruthers. 
_ Lay: WH. H. Taylor, Ira I. Taber. 


K entucky. KENTUOKY. 
Clerical: John D. Walsh, Benjamin A..Stubbins. 
Lay: Amos Shinkle, Vincent Boreing. 


Lexington. Lrxineron. 
Clerical: Edward W. S. Hammond. 
Lay: Clark R. Mack. 


Little Rock. ies 
Clerical: William H. Crawford. ar 
Lay: Asa L. Richmond. 


Louisiana. . ieee 
Clerical: Emperor Williams, Joseph C. Hartzell. 
Lay: Graham Bell. 


Michigan. MIcHIGAN. 
Clerical: John M. Reid, Isaac Taylor, Francis D. 
Hemenway, William H. Perrine, John W. Miller. 
Lay: Philo H. Crippen, John W. Moon. 


Minnesota. MINNESOTA. 
Clerical: James F. Chaffee, David C. John. 
Lay: Thomas M. Harrison. 


Mississippi. MISssIssIPPt, 


Clerical: John W. Dunn. 
Lay: Larkin C. Deshazo, John A. W. Moore. 


Missouri. Missouri 
Clerical: John T. Boyle, William H. Turner, 
Thomas J. Ferril. 
Montana, Montana, 
Lay: William W. Van Orsdel. 
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May 1. Nebraska. 

clic: tan Clerical: Henry T. Davis, Thomas B. Lemon. 
Lay: Thomas L. Griffey, Charles C. White. 

NEWARK. Newark. 


Clerical: John F. Hurst, James N. FitzGerald, Da- 
vid W. Bartine, Solomon Parsons. 
Lay: Jacob C. Allen, Theodore Y. Kinne. 


N. ENGLAND. New England. 
Clerical: William Butler, Samuel F. Upham, Wil- 
lard F. Mallalieu, Charles 8. Rogers, Joseph Cummings. 
Lay: James P. Magee. 


Rae ser, New Hampshire. 
Clerical: George J. Judkins, Daniel C. Knowles. 
N. Junsey. New Jersey. 


Clerical: Jacob B. Graw, William W. Moffett, George 
B. Wight, Charles E. Hill. 
Lay: Jesse H. Diverty. 


New Yorke. New York. 
Clerical: Cyrus D. Foss, Aaron K. Sanford, Milton 
8. Terry, George S. Hare, William H. Ferris. 
Lay: Henry C. Connolly, Stephen Barker. 


New York New York East. 
Clerical: Daniel Curry, James M. Buckley, Daniel 
A. Goodsell, George W. Woodruff, Albert 8. Graves, 
Levi 8. Weed. 
Lay: George I. Seney, George G. Reynolds. 


Bonen Cue North Carolina. 
Lay: Matthew M. Alston. 
Noumunnn Northern New York. 
EW YORK. 


Clerical : Isaac S. Bingham, Sidney O. Barnes, Charles 
W. Bennett, Samuel Call, Lafayette D. White. 
Lay: Jacob Hunt, Mannister Worts. 


a epghal North India. 
Lay: Ram Chandra Bose. 


Nora Inpt- 


ANA. North Indiana. 
Clerical: Abijab Marine, Marmaduke H. Mendenhall, 
Ezra ¥, Hasty, Almon Greenman. 
Lay: John Arnold, Charles C. Binkley. 
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North Ohio. eta yene 


Clerical: Francis 8. Hoyt, George Mather, Samuel Rel ete 
Mower. 
Lay : Horace Benton, Joseph D. Stubbs. 


M Norta-wks 
North-west German. Gurus ae 


Clerical: William Schreiner, Friedrich Kopp. 
Lay: H. H. Klaus, Henry Lillie. 


Norru-west 


North-west Indiana. Inprana. 
Clerical: James W. Green, Isaac W. Joyce, John 
H. Cissell. 
Lay: Clement Studebaker. 


Norru-west 
North-west Iowa. Iowa. 


Clerical: Louis Hartsough. 
Lay: John R. Lemon. 


: Norra-west 
North-west Swedish. Swepisu. 


Clerical: Andrew J. Anderson. 
Lay: August W. Berggren. 


Norway. Norway. 


Clerical: Martin Hansen. 


Ohio. Oxt0. 
Clerical: Joseph M. Trimble, Isaac F. King, Samuel 
M. Bright, Thomas R. Taylor. 
Lay: Mills Gardner. 


Oregon, OnzGon, 
Clerical: Philip M. Starr. 


Philadelphia. PHILADEL- 
PHIA, 


Clerical: Henry W. Warren, William J. Paxson, 
William Swindells, Jacob Todd, George Cummins. 


PirrsBURGH 


Pittsburgh, 
Clerical: Thomas N. Boyle, James A. Miller, Henry 
L. Chapman, John W. Baker. 
Lay: Moses A. Ross. 


Providence. PROVIDENCE 
Clerical: John W. Willett, Daniel A. Whedon, Mi- 
cah J. Talbot, Henry D. Robinson. 
Lay: George M. Eddy, Smith 8. Talcott. 
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teed ad Rock River. 

Rock Rivuk Clerical: Charles H. Fowler, Luke Hitchcock, Rob- 
ert M. Hatfield, Samuel A. W. Jewett, Nathan H. 
Axtell. 


Lay: Oliver H. Horton, Edgar P. Cook. 


Sr. Louis. Saint Louis. 
Clerical: Benjamin St. James Fry, William Stephens. 
Lay: Edwin O. Stannard, Louis M. Murphy. 


Sr. Lovis Saint Louis German, 
en: Clerical: John Schlagenhauf. 
Lay: George W. Marquardt. 


SAVANNAH. Savannah. 
Clerical : Charles O. Fisher. 
Lay: William H. Crogman. 


at ee South Carolina. 
oe Clerical: Alonzo Webster. 
Lay: Mitchell K. Holloway, William Cook. 


SouTH-EAST South-east Indiana. 
SS Clerical: Lewis G. Adkinson, George L. Curtiss 
Lay: John R. Goodwin. 


Sovrmeny Southern California, 
Caurorst. — Olerical: Asahel M. Hough. 
Lay: Cyrus H. Bradley. 


SouTHERN Southern German. 


Seas. Clerical: Charles Urbantke. 
Lay: Frederic Blumberg. 
Sounmnx Southern Illinois. 
ce Clerical: John W. Locke, Thomas H. Herdman, Ben- 
jamin R. Pierce. 
Lay: Charles T. Pace, James A. Locke. 
Sourn South India. 
Inpia. 


Clerical: James M. Thoburn. 
Lay: William F. Oldham. 


Route. South Kansas. 
Clerical : Bernard Kelley, Daniel P. Mitchell, Samuel 
E. Pendleton. 
Lay: Francis R. Chrisman. 
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May 1. 
Tennessee. First Day. 
Clerical: Hilary W. Key. ioe 
Lay: Charles E. Alexander. 
Texas. Trxas, 
Clerical: Vance M. Cole, William B. Pullam. 
Lay: Gabriel Todd. 
Troy. Troy. 
Clerical: William H. Hughes, Samuel M’Kean, 
Homer Eaton, Lorenzo Marshall, John W. Thompson, 
John M. Webster. — 
Lay: Henry M. Seely, Joseph Hillman. 
Upper Iowa. = 
Clerical: Emory Miller, Alpha J. Kynett, Richard 
Swearingen, Frederick C. Wolfe. 
Lay: William F. Johnston, William 8. Scott. 
Utah. Uran. 


Clerical: Thomas C. Iliff. 
Lay: Jacob 8. Boreman. 
Vermont, VERMONT. 
Clerical: Hazelton A. Spencer, Pliny N. Granger, J. 
Durkee Beeman. 
Virginia, VIRGINIA. 
Clerical: Joseph 8. Wickline. 
Lay: Elisha P. Phelps. 


Washington. Wasnina- 


Clerical: Perry G. Walker, Henry A. Carroll. 
Lay: Philip T. Gross, Henry Clay. 


West Texas. West 
TEXAS. 


Clerical : Samuel Gates, Charles L. Madison. 
Lay: Richard Dukes, Balets E. Lott. 


West Virginia. Weer 
IBGINIA. 
Clerical: Thomas B. Hughes, John R. Thompson, 


James L. Clark. 
Lay: Waitman T. Willey. 
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May 1. West Wisconsin. 
First Day. ee : ites 
aie me Clerical: William Hamilton, William Haw, James 


WISCONSIN. Lawson. 
Lay: William H. Curry. 


Wasrmex Western German. 
ERMAN. : 
= Clerical: John A. Reitz. 

Lay: Andrew Gemecker. 


Waees Wilmington. 
Clerical: Lucius C. Matlack, Charles Hill. 
Lay: Thomas B. Coursey. 


Meee Wisconsin. 
Clerical: Lucius N. Wheeler, William P. Stowe, 
Oliver J. Cowles, John H. Johnston. 


WYOMING. 


Wyoming. 
Clerical: William H. Olin, David Copeland, Young 
C. Smith, William Bixby. 


Bore On motion of Daniel Curry, George W. Woodruff 


geciry Was elected Secretary by acclamation, and, on motion 

byacclama- of Alpha J. Kynett, he was granted the privilege of 

General Con. NOMInating his assistants, 

ety. _-—« Bishop Wiley, on behalf of the citizens of Cincinnati, 

Bishop Wir welcomed the General Conference to the city, and, on 

ae by motion of the Secretary, Bishop Simpson responded on 

Simpson. behalf of the Conference. 

Reales of Jast On motion of Sandford Hunt, the rules of the last 

adopted. General Conference were adopted by the present Con- 
ference until otherwise ordered. 

Reserve Del- ‘Tt was directed that where the regular delegates could 
not be present, the names of the reserve delegates 
should be inserted upon the’roll. 

In accordance with this action the following changes 
were made: 

Des Moines: Luther M. Walters, in place of Thomas 
S. Berry, deceased. Alvah J. Andres in place of Jacob 
M. Holmes, deceased. 

Minnesota: Thomas M. Gossard, in place of William 
W’Kinley. 

West Wisconsin: William H. Curry, in place of John 
F. Kingston. 
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Louisiana: John F. Patty, in place of W. D. Smith. 

Erastus O. Haven, Chairman of a Committee ap- 
pointed by the last General Conference to prepare a 
Plan of Organization for adoption by this Conference, 
presented the following: 


A careful examination of the Journals and Reports of the proceed- 
ings of the General Conferences shows that much time has been 
consumed in the appointment and organization of committees; in 
obtaining the consent of the Conference to the change of members in 
the several delegations, and the consequent changes in the member- 
ship of the several committees, and in the ordering of special com- 
mittees, and in obtaining their appointment and organization. During 
the last General Conference two resolutions were adopted, which 
suggested that an improvement in the organization of committees 
is desirable, and is believed to be possible. The first resolution was 
unanimously adopted on the twenty-third day of the session, as fol- 
lows: 

“* Resolved, That the Chairmen of the several Standing Committees 
of this body be, and they hereby are, appointed a committee to de- 
vise, if possible, some plan which we may recommend to the favor- 
able consideration of the General Conference of 1880 for the more 
speedy and efficient organization of the Standing Committees and of 
the Conference.” 

The Chairmen not having made a report, the following resolution 
was adopted, without dissent, on the last day of the session: 

“ Resolwed, That the Chairmen of the Standing Committees be, and 
they hereby are, instructed to prepare a plan to improve the list of 
Standing Committees, and suggest a method for their speedy organ- 
ization, and publish it in our newspapers previous to the meeting of 
the General Conference of 1880.” 

In accordance with this resolution, the Committee designated— 
namely, Bishop E. G. Andrews, Morris D’C. Crawford, Hiram Price, 
Erastus O. Haven, John M. Walden, Cyrus D. Foss, Amos Shinkle, 
Daniel Curry, Clinton B. Fisk, and D. N. Coo‘ey—have carefully con- 
sidered the subject, and have embodied their conclusions in the res- 
olutions herewith submitted : 

We have found that all the General Conferences, from 1812 to 
1876, have been accustomed to appoint Standing Committees, to con- 
sist of one from each Annual Conference. We find, also, that as the 
Annual Conferences increase in number, objections have arisen to 
these committees both on account of their number and on account 
of their great size, now consisting of about ninety members each, 
instead of eight members each, as at first. 

As there would be some advantages in having Standing Com- 
mittees of one from each Annual Conference, as heretofore, to 
consider certain important subjects, we recommend that five large 
committees of this kind be appointed, instead of from ten to twelve, 
as has usually been the case. 

And as there are twelve General Conference Districts, comprising 
about an equal number of delegates, we recommend that the Stand- 
ing Committees to consider the benevolent and other connectional 
objects be composed of three delegates from each General Confer- 
ence District. 

To avoid loss of time in debating about and ordering special com- 
mittees one at a time, we recommend that those hereinafter named 
be constituted at the beginning of the session by selecting for each 
committee one delegate from each General Conference District. 

We also recommend that the Committee on Correspondence with 
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Fraternal Bodies and the Committee on Rules of Order be composed 


First Day. of seven members each, appointed by the Bishops, and that the 


Secretaries of the General Conference and the. Agents of the Book 
Concerns be a Committee on Publishing a Manual. 

This will make a list of twenty-four committees—a smaller num- 
ber than served in the last General Conference—five of about ninety 
members each, seven of thirty-six members each, nine of twelve 
members each, and the three smaller ones last named, all ordered 
by one resolution. These committees will probably be sufficient 
to consider and prepare all the business of the General Conference. 

We therefore respectfully recommend the adoption of the follow- 
ing resolutions: 

1. Resolved, That the Rules of Order of the last General Conference 
be adopted for the government of this General Conference, until 
otherwise ordered. 

2. That the General Conference hereby orders the appointment of 
committees to serve during the Conference, and to consider and re- 
port upon business that may be referred to them, as follows: 

(a) Five Standing Committees of one member from each Annual 
Conference, to be designated by the delegates of the same: 

1. On Episcopacy ; 

2. On Itinerancy ; 

3. On Book Concern ; 

4. On Lay Representation ; 

5. On Boundaries—(the Chairman of this committee, as ordered 
in the Discipline, to be one of the Bishops.) 

(0) Seven Standing Committees, to consist of three members from 
each General Conference District, to he nominated by the delegates 
of the Conferences in such districts ; 

. On Revisals ; 

On Missions; 

. On Education; 

On Church Extension; 

. On Sunday-Schools and Tracts ; 

. On Freedmen and our Work in the Southern States ; 
. On the State of the Church; 

(c) Nine Special Committees, to consist of one member from each 
of the General Conference Districts, to be nominated by the delegates 
thereof : 

1, On Memorial Services, and Times and Modes of Receiving Dele- 
gates from Fraternal Bodies ; 

2. On Pastoral Address ; 

3. On Judiciary; 

4, On Observance of the Sabbath; 

5. On Temperance; 

6. On Nomination of Trustees and other Officers, according to in- 
struction ; 

7. On Code of Ecclesiastical Jurisprudence ; 

8. On American Bible Society ; 

9. On Expenses of Delegates. 

(d) Two Special Committees, of seven members each, appointed 
by the Bishops; 

1. On Correspondence with Fraternal Bodies ; 

2. On Rules of Order. 

(e) A Committee on publishing a Manual for the General Confer- 
ence, composed of the Secretaries and Agents of the Book Con- 
cerns. 

3. That immediately after the adoption of the above plan, the 
General Conference proceed to constitute the five committees, con- 
sisting of one member from each Aunual Conference, the members 
being nominated as above provided. 
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4, That as soon- thereafter as practicable the delegates from 
each of the General Conference Districts meet, and select by bal- 
lot the members of the sixteen committees which are based on 
said districts, and report the same to General Conference for confirm- 
ation. 

5. That all the committees, except those appointed by the Bishops, 
shall organize by the selection of a Chairman and Secretary, as the 
General Conference shall direct. 


William H. Perrine offered the following substitute, 
which was laid on the table : 


1. Resolved, That the General Conference hereby orders the ap- 
pointment of Standing and Special Committees to serve during the 
Conference, and to consider and report on business that may be 
referred to them as follows: 

(a.) Three Standing Committees of one member of each Annual 
Conference, to be designated by the delegates thereof, on Episco- 
pacy, on State of the Church, on Boundaries. 

(0.) Sixteen Standing Committees to consist of two members from 
each General Conference District, to be appointed by the Board of 
Bishops: on Judicial Conferences, on Itinerancy, on Lay Represen- 
tation, on the Book Concern, on Revisals, on Missions, on Educa- 
tion, on Church Extension, on Sunday-schools and Tracts, on Freed- 
men and our Southern Work, on Memoirs, on Memorials and Peti- 
tions, on Dispatch of Business, on Expenses, on Uredentials, on Fra- 
ternal Relations. 

(c.) Six Special Committees, to consist of one member from each 
of the General Conference Districts, also to be appointed by the 
Board of Bishops: on Sanctity of the Sabbath, on Temperance, on 
American Bible Society, on Nomination of Trustees and Boards, on 
Rules of Order, on Code of Heclesiastical Jurisprudence. 

(d.) Also a Special Committee on Publication of Manual for the 
General Conference, to be composed of the Secretaries of the Confer- 
ence and Agents of the Book Concern. 

That immediately after the adoption of the above plan the Gen- 
eral Conference shall proceed to constitute the three committees 
consisting of one member from each Annual Conference, the mem- 
bers being nominated as above provided. 

That the Chairmen of all committees appointed by the Bishops 
shall be the person first named on the committee. 

That all the committees, except those appointed by the Bishops, 
shall proceed to organize by the selection of a Chairman and Secre- 
tary, as the General Conference may direct. 


On motion of Kasimer P. Jervis, the report of the 
Committee was laid on the table. 

The Secretary presented the following nominations 
for Assistant Secretaries, namely: 

David 8. Monroe, of the Central Pennsylvania Con- 
ference; Isaac 8. Bingham, of the Northern New York; 
Lew E. Darrow, of the Des Moines; George Mather, 
of the North Ohio; Henry B. Heacock, of the Califor- 
nia; and James P. Magee, of the New England; and 
they were confirmed by the Conference. 
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A communication was read from the Young Men’s 
Christian Association, inviting the Conference to visit 
their rooms. 

Isaac S. Bingham presented the following resolution, 
which was agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Conference now proceed to draw for seats by 
delegations, and that the following order be observed, to wit: 

1. The names of the several Conferences shall be written on sep- 
arate cards or slips of paper, and placed in a hat. The cards thus 
prepared shall be thoroughly mixed and drawn one by one by the 
Secretary and two other persons to be appointed by the chair. 

2. When the name of a Conference shall be drawn and announced, 
the chairman, or any member of the delegation, shall arise and an- 
nounce the number of the delegation he represents, and at once 


proceed, with his colleagues, to select the seats required, which 
shall be contiguous to each other. 


On motion of John M. Reid, the bar of the Confer- 
ence was fixed so as to include all the seats within the 
aisle passing the rear of the circle. 

The Conference then proceeded to choose seats, Jo- 
seph M. Trimble and Robert M. Hatfield having been 
appointed to assist the Secretary, as required by the 
resolutions adopted. 

Pending the selection of seats, Conference adjourned 
with the benediction by Robert M. Hatfield. 


MONDAY MORNING, MAY 3. 


Conference met at nine o’clock A.M., Bishop Bow- 
man in the chair. 

The religious services were conducted by Lucius C. 
Matlack, of the Wilmington Conference. 

The Secretary called the roll of absentees, and, on 
motion, the further calling of the roll was dispensed 
with. John W. Hoyt, lay reserve delegate from New 
England Conference, was substituted for Emerson War- 
ner, who was not present. 

Saturday’s Journal was read and approved. 

Homer Eaton moved that the Conference further 
proceed to draw seats, which motion prevailed. 

On motion of John Lanahan, the bar was extended 
so as to include certain additional seats. 

Lucius C. Matlack offered the following : 


Resolved, That the General Conference proceed to appoint the 
following committees, which shall consist respectively of one 
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delegate from each Annual Conference, to be nominated at once by 
each delegation, namely: On Episcopacy, on Itinerancy, on Book 
Concern, on Lay Representation, on Boundaries, on Revisals, on 
Missions, on Education, on Church Extension, on Sunday-schools 
and Tracts, on Freedmen’s Aid and Southern Work, on the State of 
the Church. 


Kasimer P. Jervis moved to amend by striking out 
the words “at once.” 

Samuel A. W. Jewett offered the following substi- 
tute, which was laid on the table: 

Resolwed, That this General Conference now complete its organi- 
zation by appointing Standing Committees as here specified. The 
Committees on Episcopacy, Itinerancy, Revisals, Lay Representation, 
Boundaries, Book Concern, and Missions. The Committees on Edu- 
cation, Church Extension, Freedmen, Sunday-schools and Tracts, 
The State of the Church, and Appeals shall be composed of three 
members from each General Conference District, nominated by the 
united action of the delegations of the districts. 


Daniel Curry moved the adoption of the following, 
as a substitute for the whole: 


Resolved, That we now proceed to fill the following Committees of 
one from each Conference, to wit: Episcopacy, Itinerancy, Missions, 
Education, Revisals, Sunday-schools and Tracts, Church Extension, 
Freedmen, Book Concern. 


On motion of John Lanahan, the previous question 
was ordered, and the substitute was adopted. 

William Lawrence offered the following, which was 
laid on the table : 


Resolved, That the several Annual Conferences shall furnish to the 
Secretary as soon as practicable the names of persons selected for 
the several committees ordered to be appointed. 


James S. Smart offered the following, which was also 
laid on the table : 


Whereas, The administration of the Book Agents, the Book Com- 
mittee, Editors, and all others connected with our publishing busi- 
ness, is to come before the Committee on the Book Concern for re- 
view, and is essentially of a secular character, therefore, 

Resolved, That the various delegations in making nominations for 
the Standing Committees are instructed to nominate for this Com- 
mittee members who are not officially connected with the Book 
Concern, and, as far as practicable, laymen of experience in secular 
affairs. 


Conference then proceeded to constitute the Stand- 
ing Committees as follows, namely : 


EPISCOPACY. 
James L, Freeman, Alabama. 
Thomas B, Ford, Arkansas, 
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William Brush, 

Job A. Price, 
Henry B. Heacock, 
Peter C. Louis, 
Henry G. Lich, 
Francis M. Chaffee, 
Luke C. Queal, 
Alexander Harmount, 
Wm. W. Evans, 
Otis O. Knight, 
Christian A. Loeber, 
John M. Walden, 
Benjamin F. Crary, 
Daniel G. Strong, 
William F, Butler, 
Mahlon D. Collins, 
James S. Smart, 
Louis Wallon, 
Benjamin 8. Arey, 
Joseph M. Carr, — 
Alfred Wheeler, 
Samuel B. Darnell, 
Stephen L. Baldwin, 
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Austin. 

Baltimore. 
California. 

Central Alabama. 
Central German. 
Central Illinois. 
Central New York. 
Central Ohio. 
Central Pennsylvania. 
Central Tennessee. 
Chicago German. 
Cincinnati, 
Colorado. 
Columbia River. 
Delaware. 

Des Moines. 
Detroit. 

East German. 
East Maine, 

East Ohio. 

Erie. 

Florida. 

Foochow. 


DeWitt C. Huntington,Genesee. 


Erasmus Q. Fuller, 
Ludwig Nippert, 
John F. Spence, 
Hiram Buck, 
Joseph 8. Woods, 
James B. Blakeney, 
Werter R. Davis, 
John D. Walsh, 


Georgia. 

Germany and Switzerland. 
Holston. 

Hlinois. 

Indiana. 

Towa. 

Kansas. 

Kentucky, 


Edw. W. 8. Hammond, Lexington. 


James 8. Payne, 


William H. Crawford, 


Emperor Williams, 
Ammi §, Ladd, 
John M. Reid, 
James F. Chaffee, 
James M. Shumpert, 
John T. Boyle, 
Hugh Duncan, 


Liberia. 
Little Rock. 
Louisiana. 
Maine. 
Michigan. 
Minnesota. 
Mississippi. 
Missouri. 
Montana. 
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Henry T. Davis, 
John D. Hammond, 
John F. Hurst, 
William Butler, 
George J. Judkins, 
Clinton B. Fisk, 
Cyrus D. Foss, 
Daniel Curry, 
Wilson W. Morgan, 
Lafayette D. White, 
Edward Cunningham, 
Abijah Marine, 
Francis 8. Hoyt, 
William Schreiner, 
James W. Greene, 
John R. Lemon, 
Andrew J. Anderson, 
Martin Hansen, 
Joseph M. Trimble, 
Philip M. Starr, 
Henry W. Warren, 
Thomas N. Boyle, 
John W. Willett, 
Charles H. Fowler, 
Benj. St. James Fry, 
John Schlagenhauf, 
Charles O. Fisher, 
Joshua E. Wilson, 
Louis G. Adkinson, 
Asahel M. Hough, 
William G. Matton, 
Charles Urbantke, 
John W. Locke, 
James M. Thoburn, 
Bernard Kelley, 
Bengt A. Carlson, 
Hilary W. Key, 
Vance M. Cole, 
Wm. H. Hughes, 
Emory Miller, 
Thomas C. Iliff, 
Hazelton A. Spencer, 
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Nebraska. 

Nevada. 

Newark. 

New England. 

New Hampshire. 
New Jersey. 

New York. 

New York East. 
North Carolina. 
Northern New York. 
North India. 

North Indiana. 
North Ohio. 
North-west German. 
North-west Indiana. 
North-west Iowa. 
North-west Swedish. 
Norway. 

Ohio. 

Oregon. 
Philadelphia. 
Pittsburgh. 
Providence. 

Rock River. 

Saint Louis. 

Saint Louis German. 
Savannah. 

South Carolina. 
South-east Indiana. 
Southern California. 
Southern Central. 
Southern German. 
Southern Illinois. 
South India. 

South Kansas. 
Sweden. 

Tennessee, 

Texas. 

Troy. 

Upper Iowa. 

Utah. 


Vermont. 
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Joseph S. Wickline, 
Henry A. Carroll, 
Samuel Gates, 
Thomas B. Hughes, 
Wm. Hamilton, 
John A. Reitz, 
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Virginia. 
Washington. 
West Texas. 
West Virginia. 
West Wisconsin. 
Western German. 


Lucius C. Matlack, Wilmington. 
Oliver J. Cowles, Wisconsin. 
Wm. H. Olin, Wyoming. 
ITINERANCY. 
James L. Freeman, Alabama. 
Thomas B. Ford, Arkansas. 
William Brush, Austin. 
John Lanahan, Baltimore. 


Christian H. Afflerbach, California. 


Samuel J. B. Carter, 
Henry G. Lich, 
George R. Palmer, 
Orris H. Warren, 
Park S. Donelson, 
Silas C. Swallow, 
Otis O. Knight, 
Christian A. Loeber, 
William L. Hypes, 
Benj. F. Crary, 
Jonas W. Brown, 
Abraham Murray, 
Conduce H. Gatch, 
William H. Shier, 
Louis Wallon, 
George R. Palmer, 
Stephen F. Minor, 
Theodore L. Flood, 
Samuel B. Darnell, 
Stephen L. Baldwin, 
John B. Wentworth, 
Erasmus Q. Fuller, 
Ludwig Nippert, 
Caleb B. French, 
Hiram Buck, 

John J. Hight, 


Central Alabama. 
Central German. 
Central Illinois. 
Central New York. 
Central Ohio. 
Central Pennsylvania. 
Central Tennessee. 
Chicago German. 
Cincinnati. 
Colorado. 
Columbia River. 
Delaware. 

Des Moines. 
Detroit. 

East German. 

East Maine. 

East Ohio. 

Erie. 

Florida. 

Foochow. 

Genesee. 

Georgia. 

Germany and Switzerland. 
Holston, 

Tllinois. 

Indiana. 
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John W. M’Donald, 
Joseph Denison, 
John D. Walsh, 
Clark R. Mack, 
James S. Payne, 
Wm. H. Crawford, 
John F. Patty, 
William S. Jones, 
Isaac Taylor, 

David C. John, 

John W. Dunn, 
William H. Turner, 
Hugh Duncan, 
Thomas L. Griffey, 
J. D. Hammond, 

' James N. FitzGerald, 
Samuel F. Upham, 
Daniel C. Knowles, 
William W. Moffett, 
John P. Newman, 
James M. Buckley, 
Wilson W. Morgan, 
Sidney O. Barnes, 
Edward Cunningham, 
Ezra F. Hasty, 
Samuel Mower, 
Friedrich Kopp, 
Isaac W. Joyce, 
Lewis Hartsough, 
Andrew J. Anderson, 
Martin Hansen, 

Isaac F. King, 
Edward J. Northrup, 
William J. Paxson, 
James A. Miller, 
Daniel A. Whedon, 
Robert M. Hatfield, 
William Stephens, 
Henry Naumann, 
William H. Crogman, 
Edward Cooke, 
George L. Curtiss, 
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Towa. 
Kansas. 
Kentucky. 
Lexington. 
Liberia, 
Little Rock. 
Louisiana. 
Maine. 
Michigan, 
Minnesota. 
Mississippi. 
Missouri. 
Montana. 
Nebraska. 
Nevada. 
Newark. 
New England. 


~New Hampshire. 


New Jersey. 

New York. 

New York Kast. 
North Carolina. 
Northern New York. 
North India. 

North Indiana. 
North Ohio. 
North-west German, 
North-west Indiana. 
North-west Iowa. 
North-west Swedish. 
Norway. 

Ohio. 

Oregon. 
Philadelphia. 
Pittsburgh. 
Providenee. 

Rock River. 

Saint Louis. 

Saint Louis German. 
Savannah. 

South Carolina. 
South-east Indiana. 
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Cyrus H. Bradley, 
William G, Matton, 
Charles Urbantke, 
Benjamin R. Pierce, 
James M. Thoburn, 
Daniel P. Mitchell, 
Bengt A. Carlson, 
Charles E. Alexander, 
Wm. B. Pullam, 
Samuel M’Kean, 
Emory Miller, 

Jacob 8. Boreman, 
Hazelton A. Spencer, 
Elisha P. Phelps, 
Perry G. Walker, 
Charles L. Madison, 
James L, Clark, 
William Haw, 

John A. Reitz, 
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Southern California. — 
Southern Central. 
Southern German. 
Southern Illinois. 
South India. 
South Kansas. 
Sweden. 
Tennessee, 

Texas. 

Troy. 

Upper Iowa. 
Utah. 

Vermont. 
Virginia. 
Washington. 
West Texas. 
West Virginia. 
West Wisconsin. 
Western German. 


Arthur W. Milby, Wilmington. 
Lucius N. Wheeler, Wisconsin. 
David Copeland, Wyoming. 
MISSIONS. 
James L. Freeman, Alabama. 
Walter W. Brashear, Arkansas. 
John A. Mann, Austin. 
Milton G. Urner, Baltimore. 
Henry B. Heacock, California. 


Peter C. Louis, 
William Nast, 
William H. Hunter, 
Benjamin Shove, 
Leroy A. Belt, 
James C. Clarke, 
Otis O. Knight, 
Louis Appel, 
Charles H. Payne, 
Benjamin F. Crary, 
Daniel G. Strong, 
William F. Butler, 
Luther M, Walters, 
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Central Tennessee. 
Chicago German, 
Cincinnati. 
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Columbia River. 
Delaware. 

Des Moines. 
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Alanson R. Bartlett, 
Louis Wallon, 
Benjamin 8. Arey, 
Joseph D. Taylor, 
Theodore L. Flood, 
Samuel B. Darnell, 
Stephen L. Baldwin, 
Sandford Hunt, 
Hicks Martin, 
Ludwig Nippert, 
John W. Mann, 


William H. Webster, 


James F. Lindley, 
James B. Blakeney, 
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Detroit. 
East German. 
East Maine. 


' East Ohio. 


Erie. 

Florida. 

Foochow. 

Genesee. 

Georgia. 

Germany and Switzerland. 
Holston. 

Tllinois. 

Indiana. 

Towa. 


Richard A. Caruthers, Kansas. 


Vincent Boreing, 


Kentucky. 


Edw. W. 8. Hammond, Lexington. 


James S. Payne, 
Asa L. Richmond, 
Joseph C. Hartzell, 
Charles J. Clark, 
John W. Miller, 


Liberia. 
Little Rock. 
Louisiana, 
Maine. 
Michigan. 


Thomas M. Harrison, Minnesota. 


Larkin C. Deshazo, 
William H. Turner, 
Hugh Duncan, 
Thomas B. Lemon, 
J. D. Hammond, 
Theodore Y. Kinne, 


Mississippi. 
Missouri. 
Montana. 
Nebraska. 
Nevada. 
Newark. 


Willard F. Mallalieu, New England. 


Daniel C. Knowles, 
Jacob B. Graw, 
Aaron K. Sanford, 
Daniel A. Goodsell, 
Matthew M. Allston, 
Sidney O. Barnes, 


New Hampshire. 
New Jersey. 

New York. 

New York East. 
North Carolina. 
Northern New York. 


Edward Cunningham, North India. 


Almon Greenman, 
Horace Benton, 
William Schreiner, 
John H. Cissel, 
Lewis Hartsough, 


North Indiana. 
North Ohio. 
North-west German. 
North-west Indiana, 
North-west Iowa. 
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Andrew J. Anderson, North-west Swedish. 


Martin Hansen, Norway. 
Joseph M. Trimble, Ohio. 

Philip M. Starr, Oregon. 
George Cummins, Philadelphia. 
John W. Baker, Pittsburgh. 
Smith S. Talcott, Providence. 
Luke Hitchcock, Rock River. 


Benj. St. James Fry, Saint Louis, 

John Schlagenhauf, Saint Louis German. 
Charles O. Fisher, Savannah. 

Mitchell K. Holloway, South Carolina. 
George L. Curtiss, South-east Indiana. 
Asahel M. Hough, Southern California, 
Thomas W. Smith, Southern Central. 
Charles Urbantke, Southern German. 
John W. Locke, Southern Illinois. 
James M. Thoburn, South India. 
Daniel P. Mitchell, South Kansas, 
Bengt A. Carlson, Sweden. 

Hilary W. Key, Tennessee. 

Vance M. Cole, Texas. 

John M. Webster, Troy. 

Frederic C. Wolfe, | Upper Iowa. 
Thomas C. Iliff, Utah. 

Isaac N. Hall, Vermont. 

Joseph 8S. Wickline, Virginia 

Henry A. Carroll, Washington. 
Charles L. Madison, West Texas. 
Waitman T. Willey, West Virginia. 
William Hamilton, | West Wisconsin. 
Andrew Gemecker, Western German, 
Irvin T. Matthews, Wilmington. 
Lucius N. Wheeler, Wisconsin. 

Young C. Smith, Wyoming. 


EDUCATION. 
Benajah Sheets, Alabama. 
Thomas B. Ford, Arkansas. 
John A, Mann, Austin, 


William S, Edwards, Baltimore. 
©. C.. Stratton, California, 
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Samuel J. B. Carter, Central Alabama. Speed 3. 
William Nast, Central German. Day. 
Francis M. Chaffee, Central Illinois. Salli 


Erastus O. Haven, Central New York. 
William Lawrence, Central Ohio. 
Finley B. Riddle, Central Pennsylvania. 


Alvin Hawkins, Central Tennessee. 
Louis Appel, Chicago German. 
Charles H. Payne, Cincinnati. 

John Evans, Colorado. 

Daniel G. Strong, Columbia River. 
Abraham Murray, Delaware. 5 
Luther M. Walters, | Des Moines. é 
John Russell, Detroit. 

Henry Weseman, East German. 
Horace J. Nickerson, East Maine. 

Lewis Miller, East Ohio. 

Alfred Wheeler, Erie. 


Samuel B. Darnell, Florida. 
Stephen L. Baldwin, Foochow. 
Edwin J. Hermans, Genesee. 


Hicks Martin, Georgia. 

Ludwig Nippert, Germany and Switzerland. 
John F.. Spence, Holston. 

William H. H. Adams, Illinois. $ 
Israel Taylor, Indiana. 

John W. M’Donald, Iowa. 

Joseph Denison, Kansas. 

Vincent Boreing, Kentucky. 

Clark R. Mack, Lexington. 

James S. Payne, Liberia. 

Asa L. Richmond, Little Rock. 

John F, Patty, Louisiana. 

Ammi §. Ladd, Maine. 

Francis D. Hemenway, Michigan. ‘ 
David C. John, Minnesota. 

John A. W. Moore, Mississippi. 

Ira K. Alderman, Missouri. 

Hugh Duncan, Montana. 

Thomas B. Lemon, Nebraska. 

W. J. Marsh, Nevada. 


David W. Bartine, Newark. 
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May 3. 
SxconpD 
Day. 


Morning. 


Journal of the General Conference, 


Charles 8. Rogers, 
Silas E. Quimby, 
George B. Wight, 
Cyrus D. Foss, 
George I. Seney, 
Matthew M. Allston, 
Charles W. Bennett, 
Ram Chandra Bose, 
Ezra F. Hasty, 
Samuel Mower, 
Friedrich Kopp, 
James W. Greene, 
John R. Lemon, 
August W. Berggren, 
Martin Hansen, 

Mills Gardner, 
Edward J. Northrup, 
Jacob Todd, 

Henry L. Chapman, 
Micah J. Talbot, 
Nathan H. Axtell, 
Lewis M. Murphy, 
George W. Marquardt, 
William H. Crogman, 
Mitchell K. Holloway, 
George L. Curtiss, 
Cyrus H. Bradley, 
William G. Matton, 
Frederic Blumberg, 
Thomas H. Herdman, 
William F. Oldham, 
Charles W. De Wolf, 
Bengt A. Carlson, 
Charles E. Alexander, 
William B. Pullam, 
Henry M. Seely, 
William F. Johnston, 
Jacob S. Boreman, 

J. Durkee Beeman, 
Elisha P. Phelps, 
Henry Clay, 

Balets E. Lott, 


[1880. 


New England. 

New Hampshire. 
New Jersey. 

New York. 

New York East. 
North Carolina. 
Northern New York. 
North India. 

North Indiana. 
North Ohio. 
North-west German. 
North-west Indiana. 
North-west Iowa. 
North-west Swedish. 
Norway. 

Ohio. 

Oregon. 
Philadelphia. 
Pittsburgh. 
Providence. 

Rock River. 

Saint Louis. 

Saint Louis German. 
Savannah. 

South Carolina. 
South-east Indiana. 
Southern California. 
Southern Central. 
Southern German, 
Southern Illinois. 
South India. 

South Kansas. 
Sweden. 

Tennessee. 

Texas. 

Troy. 

Upper Iowa. 

Utah. 

Vermont. 

Virginia. 
Washington. 

West Texas. 
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John R. Thompson, 
William H. Curry, 
John A. Reitz, 
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West Virginia. 
West Wisconsin. 
Western German. 


Arthur W. Milby, Wilmington. 
Oliver J. Cowles, Wisconsin. 
David Copeland, Wyoming. 
REVISALS. 
Benajah Sheets, Alabama. 
Walter W. Brashear, Arkansas. 
William Brush, Austin. 
William S. Edwards, Baltimore. 


Christian H. Afflerbach, California. 


Samuel J. B. Carter, 
William Nast, 
George R. Palmer, 
Erastus O. Haven, 
Park S. Donelson, 
David S. Monroe, 
Alvin Hawkins, 
Louis Appel, 
William I. Fee, 
Benjamin F. Crary, 
Daniel G. Strong, 
William F. Butler, 
Luther M. Walters, 
Alanson R. Bartlett, 
Louis Wallon, 
George R. Palmer, 
Allen H. Norcross, 
David Latshaw, 
Samuel B. Darnell, 
Stephen L. Baldwin, 
Kasimer P. Jervis, 
Hicks Martin, 
Ludwig Nippert, 
William Rule, 
William R. Goodwin, 
William M’K. Hester, 
Isaiah A. Bradrick, 
Werter R. Davis, 
Benjamin A, Stubbins, 


Central Alabama. 
Central German. 
Central Illinois. 
Central New York. 
Central Ohio. 
Central Pennsylvania. 
Central Tennessee. 
Chicago German. 
Cincinnati. 
Colorado. 
Columbia River. 
Delaware. 

Des Moines. 
Detroit. 

East German. 
Kast Maine. 

East Ohio. 

Erie. 

Florida. 

Foochow. 
Genesee. 

Georgia. 


Germany and Switzerland. 


Holston. 
Illinois. 
Indiana. 
Iowa. 
Kansas. 
Kentucky. 
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May 3. 
SxconD 
Day. 


Morning. 


Revisals. 
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MM. ay 3. 
SKooND 
Day. 
Morning. 
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Clark R. Mack, 
James 8S. Payne, 
Wm. H. Crawford, 
Graham Bell, 
Jeremiah B. Donnell, 
Wm. H. Perrine, 
Thomas M. Gossard, 
Larkin C. Deshazo, 
Thomas J. Ferril, 
Hugh Duncan, 
Henry T. Davis, 

W. J. Marsh, 
Solomon Parsons, 
Joseph Cummings, 
George J. Judkins, 
Jesse H. Diverty, 
Milton 8S. Terry, 
Albert S. Graves, 
Matthew M. Allston, 
Samuel Call, 
Edward Cunningham, 
M. H. Mendenhall, 
Francis 8. Hoyt, 
Herman H. Klaus, 
John H. Cissel, 
Lewis Hartsough, 
Andrew J. Anderson, 
Martin Hansen, 
Samuel M. Bright, 
Philip M. Starr, 
William Swindells, 
Moses A. Ross, 
Micah J. Talbot, 
Samuel A. W. Jewett, 
William Stephens, 
Henry Naumann, 
Charles O. Fisher, 
Mitchell K. Holloway, 
Lewis G. Adkinson, 
Asahel M. Hough, 
Thomas W. Smith, 
Charles Urbantke, 


[1880. 


Lexington. 

Liberia. 

Little Rock. 
Louisiana, 

Maine. 

Michigan. 
Minnesota. 
Mississippi. 
Missouri. 

Montana. 

Nebraska. 

Nevada. 

Newark. 

New England. 

New Hampshire. 
New Jersey. 

New York. 

New York East. 
North Carolina. 
Northern New York. 
North India. 

North Indiana. 
North Ohio. 
North-west German. 
North-west Indiana, 
North-west Iowa. 
North-west Swedish, 
Norway. 

Ohio. 

Oregon. 
Philadelphia. 
Pittsburgh. 
Providence. 

Rock River. 

Saint Louis. 

Saint Louis German. 
Savannah. 

South Carolina. 
South-east Indiana. 
Southern California. 
Southern Central. 
Southern German. 


1880.] 


Thomas H. Herdman, 
James M. Thoburn, 
Samuel E. Pendleton, 
Bengt A. Carlson, 
Hilary W. Key, 
Gabriel Todd, 
Lorenzo Marshall, 
Frederic C. Wolfe, 
Thomas C. Iliff, 
Hazelton A. Spencer, 
Joseph 8S. Wickline, 
Henry A. Carroll, 
Charles L. Madison, 
James L. Clark, 
James Lawson, 
Andrew Gemecker, 
Thomas B. Coursey, 
William P. Stowe, 
William Bixby, 


SUNDAY-SCHOOLS AND TRACTS. 


Benajah Sheets, 
Walter W. Brashear, 
John A. Mann, 
Benjamin F. Parlett, 
Thomas F. Lamdin, 
Peter C. Louis, 
Henry C. Dickhaut, 
David M’ Williams, 
Thomas J. M’Elheney, 
D. B. Dunathan, 
Hugh Pitcairn, 

Otis O. Knight, 
Christian A. Loeber, 
Henderson Elliott, 
Benjamin F. Crary, 
Jonas W. Brown, 
William F. Butler, 
Lew E. Darrow, 
William H. Shier, 
Henry Weseman, 
James H. H. Hewitt, 
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May 3. 


Southern [lhnois. 
SxrconD 


South India. 
South Kansas. 
Sweden. 
Tennessee. 
Texas. 

Troy. 

Upper Iowa. 
Utah. 

Vermont. 
Virginia. 
Washington. 
West Texas. 
West Virginia. 
West Wisconsin. 
Western German. 
Wilmington. 
Wisconsin. 
Wyoming. 


Morning. 


Sunday- 
schools 
and Tracts, 


Alabama. 
Arkansas. 

Austin. 

Baltimore. 
California. 

Central Alabama. 
Central German, 
Central Illinois. 
Central New York. 
Central Ohio. 
Central Pennsylvania. 
Central Tennessee. 
Chicago German. 
Cincinnati. 
Colorado. 
Columbia River. 
Delaware. 

Des Moines. 
Detroit. 

Kast German. 
East Maine. 
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May 3. 
SEconD 
Day. 


Morning. 
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Lewis Miller, 

Ralph H. Hall, 
Samuel B. Darnell, 
Stephen L. Baldwin, 
Benjamin M. Peck, 
Hicks Martin, 
Ludwig Nippert, 
Caleb B. French, 
Joseph H. Clark, 
Joseph 8. Woods, 
William Wilson, Jun., 
Ira I. Taber, 

Amos Shinkle, 

Ed. W. S. Hammond, 
James S. Payne, 
William H. Crawford, 
John F. Patty, 
Jeremiah B. Donnell, 
William H. Perrine, 
Royal D. Cone, 

John A. W. Moore, 
Robert D. Cramer, 
Hugh Duncan, 
Thomas L. Griffey, 
W. J. Marsh, 
Theodore Y. Kinne, 
John W. Hoyt, 
Osman B. Way, 
Charles E. Hill, 
Stephen Barker, 
Levi S. Weed, 
Matthew M. Allston, 
Mannister Worts, 
Ram Chandra Bose, 
Charles C. Binkley, 
Joseph D. Stubbs, 
Henry Lillie, 

Louis B. Sims, 

John R. Lemon, 
Andrew J. Anderson, 
Martin Hansen, 
Samuel M. Bright, 


East Ohio. 
Erie. ; 
Florida. 
Foochow. 
Genesee. 
Georgia. 


Germany and Switzerland. 


Holston. 

Tlinois. 

Indiana. 

Towa. 

Kansas. 

Kentucky. 
Lexington. 

Liberia. 

Little Rock. 
Louisiana. 

Maine. 

Michigan. 
Minnesota. 
Mississippi. 
Missouri. 

Montana. 

Nebraska. 

Nevada. 

Newark. 

New England. 

New Hampshire. 
New Jersey. 

New York. 

New York East. 
North Carolina. 
Northern New York. 
North India. 

North Indiana. 
North Ohio. 
North-west German. 
North-west Indiana. 
North-west Iowa. 
North-west Swedish. 
Norway. 

Ohio. 
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Edward J. Northrup, 
William Swindells, 
James A. Miller, 
Henry D. Robinson, 
Edgar P. Cook, 
Lewis M. Murphy, 
Fred. G. Niedringhaus, 
William H. Crogman, 
Joshua E. Wilson, 
John R. Goodwin, 
Cyrus H. Bradley, 
William G. Matton, 
Friedrich Blumberg, 
James A. Locke, 
William F. Oldham, 
Francis R. Chrisman, 
Bengt A. Carlson, 
Charles E. Alexander, 
William B. Pullam, 
Joseph Hillman, 
William 8. Scott, 
Jacob 8. Boreman, 
M. O. Heath, 

Joseph 8. Wickline, 
Henry Clay, 

Richard Dukes, 

H. C. M’Wharter, 
Dudley J. Spaulding, 
Andrew Gemecker, 
Arthur W. Milby, 
Zo Burdick, 
Moses T. Winton, 
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Oregon. 
Philadelphia. 
Pittsburgh. 
Providence. 
Rock River. 
Saint Louis. 


Saint Louis German. 


Savannah. 
South Carolina. 
South-east Indiana. 


Southern California. 


Southern Central. 
Southern German. 
Southern Illinois. 
South India. 
South Kansas. 
Sweden. 
Tennessee. 
Texas. 

Troy. 

Upper Iowa. 
Utah. 

Vermont. 
Virginia. 
Washington. 
West Texas. 
West Virginia. 
West Wisconsin. 
Western German. 
Wilmington. 
‘Wisconsin. 
Wyoming. 


CHURCH EXTENSION. 


James L. Freeman, 
Thomas B. Ford, 
William Brush, 
Benjamin F. Parlett, 
David Tuthill, 

Peter C. Lewis, 
Louis Hartmann, 


David M’ Williams, 


Alabama. 
Arkansas. 
Austin. 
Baltimore. 
California. 
Central Alabama. 
Central German. 
Central Illinois. 
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May 3- 


SEconD 
AY. 


Yorning. 


Church Ex- 
tension. 
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May 3. 
Second 
Day. 


Morning. 
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Forest G. Weeks, 
Alexander Harmount, 
Gideon M. Shoop, 
Alvin Hawkins, 
Christian A. Loeber, 
William I. Fee, 

John Evans, 

Jonas W. Brown, 
William F. Butler, 
Alvah J. Andres, 
Sumner Howard, 
Henry Weseman, 
Horace J. Nickerson, 
Stephen F. Minor, 
Amos N. Craft, 
Samuel B. Darnell, 
Stephen L. Baldwin, 
George W. Paddock, 
Hicks Martin, 
Ludwig Nippert, 
John F. Spence, 
William R. Goodwin, 
Israel Taylor, 

Frank T. Campbell, 
Richard A. Caruthers, 
Vincent Boreing, 
Clark R. Mack, 
James 8S. Payne, 
William H. Crawford, 
Graham Bell, 
William S. Jones, 
Philo H. Crippen, 
Thomas M. Gossard, 
James M. Shumpert, 
John T. Boyle, 
Hugh Duncan, 
Charles C. White, 
W. J. Marsh, 
Solomon Parsons, 
Samuel F. Upham, 
Osman B. Way, 
Charles E. Hill, 


[1880. 


Central New York. 
Central Ohio. 
Central Pennsylvania. 
Central Tennessee. 
Chicago German. 
Cincinnati. 
Colorado. 
Columbia River. 
Delaware. 

Des Moines. 
Detroit. 

East German. 

East Maine. 

East Ohio. 

Erie. 

Florida. 

Foochow. 
Genesee. 

Georgia. 

Germany and Switzerland. 
Holston. 

Illinois. 

Indiana. 

Towa. 

Kansas. 
Kentucky. 
Lexington. 
Liberia. 

Little Rock. 
Louisiana. 

Maine. 

Michigan. 
Minnesota. 
Mississippi. 
Missouri. 
Montana. 
Nebraska. 
Nevada. 

Newark. 

New England. 
New Hampshire. 
New Jersey. 


1880.] 


George S. Hare, 
Daniel A. Goodsell, 
Matthew M. Allston, 
Lafayette D. White, 
Ram Chandra Bose, 
Charles C. Binkley, 
Joseph D. Stubbs, 
Herman H. Klaus, 
Louis B. Sims, 

John R. Lemon, 
August W. Berggren, 
Martin Hansen, 
Isaac F. King, 
Philip M. Starr, 
William J. Paxson, 
James Cooper, 
Smith 8S. Talcott, 
Charles H. Fowler, 
Edwin O. Stannard, 
Henry Naumann, 
Charles O. Fisher, 
Mitchell K. Holloway, 
David G. Phillips, 
Asahel M. Hough, 
Thomas W. Smith, 
Charles Urbantke, 
Charles T. Pace, 
William F. Oldham, 
Samuel E. Pendleton, 
Bengt A. Carlson, 
Hilary W. Key, 
Gabriel Todd, 
William H. Hughes, 
Alpha J. Kynett, 
Thomas C. Iliff, 
Isaac N. Hall, 
Joseph 8S. Wickline, 
Perry G. Walker, 
Samuel Gates, 
Thomas B. Hughes, 
William Haw, 

John A. Reitz, 
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New York. May 3. 
New York East. oe 
North Carolina. Morning. 


Northern New York. 
North India. 

North Indiana. 
North Ohio. 
North-west, German. 
North-west Indiana. 
North-west Iowa. 
North-west Swedish. 
Norway. 

Ohio. 

Oregon. 
Philadelphia. 
Pittsburgh. 
Providence. 

Rock River. 

Saint, Louis. 

Saint Louis German. 
Savannah. 

South Carolina. 
South-east Indiana. 
Southern California. 
Southern Central. 
Southern German. 
Southern Illinois. 
South India. 

South Kansas. 
Sweden. 

Tennessee. 

Texas. 

Troy. 

Upper Iowa. 

Utah. 

Vermont. 

Virginia. 
Washington. 

West Texas. 

West Virginia, 
West Wisconsin, 
Western German. 
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May 3. 


SzconD 
Day. 


Morning. 


Freedmen’s 
Aid and 
Southern 
work, 
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Charles Hill, 
John H. Johnson, 


[1880. 


Wilmington, 
‘Wisconsin. 


Lazarus D. Shoemaker, Wyoming. 


FREEDMEN’S AID AND SOUTHERN WORK. 


Benajah Sheets, 
Thomas B. Ford, 
William Brush, 
John Lanahan, 
Joseph F. Lamdin, 
Samuel J. B. Carter, 
Louis Hartmann, 
Hugh M. Laney, 
Orris H. Warren, 


Alexander Harmount, 


Silas C. Swallow, 
Otis O. Knight, 
Christian A. Loeber, 
John M. Walden, 
John Evans, 

Daniel G. Strong, 
William F. Butler, 
Mahlon D. Collins, 


Benjamin W. Huston, 


Henry Weseman, 
George R. Palmer, 
Moses Hill, 

Peter A. Laffer, 
Samuel B. Darnell, 
Stephen L. Baldwin, 
George W. Paddock, 
Erasmus Q. Fuller, 
Ludwig Nippert, 
John F. Spence, 
Joseph H. Clark, 
James F. Lindley, 
Isaiah A. Bradrick, 
H. H. Taylor, 
Vincent Boreing, 


Alabama. 
Arkansas. 

Austin. 

Baltimore. 
California. 

Central Alabama. 
Central German. 
Central Illinois. 
Central New York. 
Central Ohio. 
Central Pennsylvania. 
Central Tennessee, 
Chicago German. 
Cincinnati. 
Colorado. 
Columbia River. 
Delaware. 

Des Moines, 
Detroit. 

East German. 
Kast Maine. 

East Ohio. 

Erie. 

Florida. 

Foochow. 
Genesee. 

Georgia. 

Germany and Switzerland. 
Holston. 

Illinois. 

Indiana. 

Jowa. 

Kansas. 
Kentucky. 


Edw. W.S. Hammond, Lexington. 


James 8. Payne, 


Liberia. 


William H. Crawford, Little Rock, 


1880.} 


Joseph C. Hartzell, 
Converse Purrington, 
John W. Miller, 
James F’, Chaffee, 
John W. Dunn, 
Thomas J. Ferril, 
Hugh Duncan, 
Thomas L. Griffey, 
W. J. Marsh, 

John F. Hurst, 
Joseph Cummings, 
Lurandus Beach, Jun., 
Clinton B. Fisk, 
John P. Newman, 
George W. Woodruff, 
Wilson W. Morgan, 
Sidney O. Barnes, 
Ram Chandra Bose, 
John Arnold, 

George Mather, 
Herman H. Klaus, 
Isaac W. Joyce, 
Lewis Hartsough, 
August W. Berggren, 
Martin Hansen, 
Samuel M. Bright, 
Edward J. Northrup, 
George Cummins, 
Thomas N. Boyle, 
Henry D. Robinson, 
Robert M. Hatfield, 
Louis M. Murphy, 
George W. Marquardt, 
William H. Crogman, 
Mitchell K. Holloway, 
John R. Goodwin, 
Cyrus H. Bradley, 
William G. Matton, 
Frederic Blumberg, 
Benjamin R. Pierce, 
William F. Oldham, 
Charles W. De Wolf, 
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Louisiana, 
Maine. 
Michigan. 
Minnesota. 
Mississippi. 
Missouri. 
Montana. 
Nebraska. 
Nevada. 
Newark. 

New England. 
New Hampshire. 
New Jersey. 
New York. 
New York Kast. 
North Carolina. 


Northern New York. 


North India. 
North Indiana. 
North Ohio. 


North-west German. 
North-west Indiana. 


North-west Iowa. 


North-west Swedish. 


Norway. 
Ohio. 
Oregon. 
Philadelphia. 
Pittsburgh. 
Providence. 
Rock River. 
Saint Louis. 


Saint Louis German. 


Savannah. 

South Carolina. 
South-east Indiana. 
Southern California. 
Southern Central. 
Southern German. 
Southern Illinois. 
South India. 

South Kansas, 
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May 3. 
SrCOND 
Day. 


Morning. 
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May 3. 
SxcOND 
Day, 


Morning. 


Book Con- 
cern. 
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Bengt A. Carlson, 
Hilary W. Key, 
William B. Pullam, 
Lorenzo Marshall, 
Emory Miller, 
Jacob S. Boreman, 
J. Durkee Beeman, 
Elisha P. Phelps, 
Philip T. Gross, 
Balets E. Lott, 
Waitman T. Willey, 
William Haw, 
Andrew Gemecker, 
Irvin T. Matthews, 
Robert M’Millen, 


Sweden. 
Tennessee. 
Texas. 

Troy. 

Upper Iowa. 
Utah. 

Vermont. 
Virginia, 
Washington. 
West Texas. 
West Virginia. 
West Wisconsin, 
Western German, 
Wilmington. 
Wisconsin. 


Lazarus D. Shoemaker, Wyoming. 


BOOK CONCERN. 


James L. Freeman, 
Walter W. Brashear, 
John A. Mann, 
Luther T. Widerman, 
Charles C. Stratton, 
Peter C. Louis, 
Louis Hartmann, 
William H. Hunter, 
Forest G. Weeks, 
Leroy A. Belt, 
James C. Clarke, 
Alvin Hawkins, 
Christian A. Loeber, 
Edward Sargent, 
John Evans, 

Jonas W. Brown, 
Abraham Murray, 
Lew E. Darrow, 
Arthur Edwards, 
Louis Wallon, 
Horace J. Nickerson, 
Moses Hill, 

Ralph H. Hall, 
Samuel B. Darnell, 


Alabama. 
Arkansas. 

Austin. 

Baltimore. 
California. ° 
Central Alabama. 
Central German. 
Central Illinois. 
Central New York. 
Central Ohio. 
Central Pennsylvania. 
Central Tennessee. 
Chicago German, 
Cincinnati, 
Colorado. 
Columbia River. ° 
Delaware. 

Des Moines. 
Detroit. 

East German. 
East Maine. 

East Ohio. 

Erie. 

Florida. 


[1880. 


1880.]: 


Stephen L. Baldwin, 
William H. De Puy, 
Erasmus Q. Fuller, 
Ludwig Nippert, 
John W. Mann, 
Philip G. Gillette, 
William M’K. Hester, 
William Wilson, Jun., 
Ira I. Taber, 

Amos Shinkle, 

Edw. W.S. Hammond, 
James 8. Payne, 

Asa L. Richmond, 
Joseph C. Hartzell, 
Charles J. Clark, 
John W. Moon, 
Royal D. Cone, 

John A. W. Moore, 
Tra K. Alderman, 
Hugh Duncan, 
Charles C. White, 

J. D. Hammond, 
Jacob C. Allen, 
James P. Magee, 
Lurandus Beach, Jun., 
George B. Wight, 
Henry C. Connolly, 
George G. Reynolds, 
Wilson W. Morgan, 
Mannister Worts, 
Ram Chandra Bose, 
Marm. H. Mendenhall, 
Horace Benton, 
Friedrich Kopp, 
Clement Studebaker, 
John R. Lemon, 
August W. Berggren, 
Martin Hansen, 
Thomas L. Taylor, 
Philip M. Starr, 

John Hunter, 

James Cooper, 
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May 3. 
SxconD 
Day. 
Horning. 


Foochow. 

Genesee. 

Georgia. 

Germany & Switzerland. 
Holston. 

Illinois. 

Indiana. 

Towa. 

Kansas. 

Kentucky. 
Lexington. 

Liberia. 

Little Rock. 
Louisiana. 

Maine. 

Michigan. 
Minnesota. 
Mississippi. 
Missouri. 

Montana. 

Nebraska. 

Nevada. 

Newark. 

New England. 

New Hampshire. 
New Jersey. 

New York. 

New York East. 
North Carolina. 
Northern New York. 
North India. 

North Indiana. 
North Ohio. 
North-west German. 
North-west Indiana. 
North-west Iowa. 
North-west Swedish. 
Norway. 

Ohio. 

Oregon. 
Philadelphia, 
Pittsburgh. 
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May 3. 


SEconD 
Day. 


Morning. 


Adjourn- 
ment, 


Afternoon, 


Religious 
services, 


Journal 
approved. 
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George M. Eddy, 
Oliver H. Horton, 
Edwin O. Stannard, 


George W. Marquardt, Saint Louis German. 


Charles O. Fisher, 


Providence. 
Rock River. 
Saint Louis. 


Savannah. 


Mitchell K. Holloway, South Carolina. 


David G. Phillips, 
Asahel M. Hough, 
Thomas W. Smith, 
Frederic Blumberg, 
James A. Locke, 
William F. Oldham, 
Bernard Kelley, 
Bengt A. Carlson, 


Charles E. Alexander, 


Gabriel Todd, 
Homer Eaton, 
Richard Swearingen, 
Jacob 8. Boreman, 
Madison O. Heath, 
Elisha P. Phelps, 
Philip T. Gross, 
Richard Dukes, 
John R. Thompson, 
William H. Curry, 
John A. Reitz, 
Lucius C. Matlack, 
William P. Stowe, 
John G. Eckman, 


South-east Indiana. 


Southern California. 


Southern Central. 
Southern German. 
Southern Illinois. 
South India. 
South Kansas. 
Sweden. 
Tennessee. 
Texas. 

Troy. 

Upper Iowa. 
Utah. 

Vermont. 
Virginia. 
Washington. 
West Texas. 
West Virginia. 
West Wisconsin. 
Western German. 
Wilmington. 
‘Wisconsin. 
Wyoming. 


[1880. 


Pending this action, on motion of William J. Paxson, 
it was ordered that when we adjourn it be to meet at 
half past two o’clock P.M. 

On motion the Conference adjourned at half past 
twelve o’clock, with the benediction by Bishop Scott. 


MONDAY AFTERNOON, MAY 3. 


Conference met at half past two o’clock pursuant to 
adjournment, Bishop Harris in the chair. 

Religious services were conducted by William H. 
Hunter, of the Central Illinois Conference. 

The Journal of the morning session was read and 
approved. 
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Joseph M. Trimble moved that the reading of the Bish- May 3. 
ops’ Address be made the order of the day for Tuesday, CR 
the 4th, at ten o’clock A.M., and the motion prevailed. V/lerngon. 
The following names were ordered to be placed on ‘Address. 
the roll, namely : Wyoming, Lazarus B. Shoemaker in Nsmes.dd- 
the place of Wilbur F. Clements ; Central Ohio, David 
P. Dunathan in place of George Milburn. 
Asahel M. Hough moved that Hugh Duncan, a re- Hugh ae 
can seated. 


serve delegate of Montana Conference, be admitted to 
a seat in place of John Armstrong, not present. 

William M’K. Hester moved, as a substitute, that the 
representation of the Montana Conference be referred 
to a committee of five for investigation, which motion 
was laid on the table. 

James M. Buckley moved, as an amendment, such 
seating being without prejudice to the claims of the reg- 
ular delegate when he arrives. The amendment was 
accepted, and the motion as amended then prevailed. 

William W. Evans moved that the Conference pro- ppoint- 


ceed to constitute the Committees on Lay Representa- ("tes 
tion, on State of the Church, and on Boundaries, to ee et 
consist of one member from each Conference, and the re ay 
motion was adopted. ae 
On motion of Alpha J. Kynett, the regular order was 
suspended, and the chairman of each delegation was 
authorized to furnish the names of the committees to 
the Secretary. 
The list of Standing Committees, unfinished at the 
morning session, was completed, as follows : 
LAY REPRESENTATION. Lay Repre- 
sentation. 
Benajah Sheets, Alabama. — 
Walter W. Brashear, Arkansas. 
John A. Mann, Austin. 
William S. Edwards, Baltimore. 
David Tuthill, California. 


Samuel J. B. Carter, 
Henry C. Dickhaut, 
Hugh M. Laney, 
Benjamin Shove, 
William Lawrence, 
Hugh Pitcairn, 


Central Alabama. 
Central German. 
Central Illinois. 
Central New York. 
Central Ohio. 

Central Pennsylvania. 
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Alvin Hawkins, 
Louis Appel, 
Henderson Elliott, 
John Evans, 

Jonas W. Brown, 
Abraham Murray, 
Conduce H. Gatch, 
Alanson R. Bartlett, 
Henry Wesemen, 
George R. Palmer, 
Leland W. Day, 
Peter A. Laffer, 
Samuel B. Darnell, 
Stephen L. Baldwin, 
Edwin J. Hermans, 
Hicks Martin, 
Ludwig Nippert, 
William Rule, 
Philip G. Gillette, 
James F. Lindley, 
William Wilson, Jun., 
Henry H. Taylor, 
Amos Shinkle, 

Clark R. Mack, 
James S. Payne, 
William H. Crawford, 
Graham Bell, 
Converse Purrington, 
Isaac Taylor, 
Thomas M. Harrison, 
James M. Shumpert, 
Tra K. Alderman, 
Hugh Duncan, 
Thomas L. Griffey, 
W. J. Marsh, 

Jacob C. Allen, 
John W. Hoyt, 
Osman B. Way, 
Jesse H. Diverty, 
Stephen Barker, 
George I. Seney, 
Matthew M. Allston, 


Central ‘l'ennessee. 
Chicago German. 
Cincinnati. 
Colorado. 
Columbia River. 
Delaware. 

Des Moines. 
Detroit. 

East German. 
East Maine. 
East Ohio. 

Erie. 

Florida. 
Foochow. 
Genesee. 
Georgia. 
Germany and Switzerland. 
Holston. 
Illinois. 

Indiana. 

Towa. 

Kansas. 
Kentucky. 
Lexington. 
Liberia. 

Little Rock. 
Louisiana. 
Maine. 
Michigan. 
Minnesota. 
Mississippi. 
Missouri. 
Montana. 
Nebraska. 
Nevada. 
Newark. 

New England. 
New Hampshire. 
New Jersey. 
New York. 
New York East. 
North Carolina. 
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Samuel Call, 

Ram Chandra Bose, 
John Arnold, 
Joseph D. Stubbs, 
Henry Lillie, 
Clement Studebaker, 
John R. Lemon, 
Andrew J. Anderson, 
Martin Hansen, 
Samuel H. Bright, 
Philip M. Starr, 
Samuel 8. Dreher, 
Henry L. Chapman, 
George M. Eddy, 
Oliver H. Horton, 
Edwin O. Stannard, 
Fred. G. Niedringhaus, 
Wn. H. Crogman, 
Wilson Cooke, 

John R. Goodwin, 
Cyrus H. Bradley, 
Thomas W. Smith, 
Friedrich Blumberg, 
Charles T. Pace, 
William F. Oldham, 
Francis R. Chrisman, 
B. A. Carlson, 

Chas. E. Alexander, 
Jacob E. Freeman, 
John M. Webster, 
William §. Scott, 
Jacob S. Boreman, 
Pliny H. Granger, 
Joseph H. Wickline, 
Henry Clay, 
Richard Dukes, 
Henry C. M’Whorter, 
Wm. H. Curry, 
Andrew Gemecker, 
Irvin T. Matthews, 
Robert M’Millen, 
John G. Eckman, 
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Northern New York. May 3. 
SEconD 


North India. Day. 
North Indiana. ce flo 
North Ohio. 
North-west German. 
North-west Indiana. 
North-west Iowa. 
North-west Swedish. 
Norway. 

Ohio. 

Oregon. 
Philadelphia. 
Pittsburgh. 
Providence. 

Rock River. 

Saint Louis. 

Saint Louis German, 
Savannah. | 

South Carolina. 
South-east Indiana. 
Southern California. 
Southern Central. 
Southern German. 
Southern [linois. 
South India. 

South Kansas. 
Sweden. 

Tennessee. 

Mexais: 

Troy. 

Upper Iowa. 

Utah. 

Vermont. 

Virginia. 
Washington. 

West Texas. 

West Virginia. | 
West Wisconsin. 
Western German. 
Wilmington. 
Wisconsin. 
Wyoming. 
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STATE OF THE CHURCH. 


James L. Freeman, 
Walter W. Brashear, 
William Brush, — 
Job A. Price, 
Charles C. Stratton, 
Peter C. Louis, 
Henry C. Dickhaut, 
Hugh M. Laney, 


Alabama. 
Arkansas. 
Austin. 
Baltimore. 
California. 
Central Alabama. 
Central German. 
Central Illinois. 


Thomas J. M’Elheney, Central New York. 


Park 8. Donelson, 
William W. Evans, 
Otis O. Knight, 
Louis Appel, 
Edward Sargent, 
John Evans, 

Jonas W. Brown, 
William F. Butler, 
Mahlon D. Collins, 
Sumner Howard, 
Louis Wallon, 
Horace J. Nickerson, 
Allen H. Norcross, 
David Latshaw, 
Samuel B. Darnell, 
Stephen L. Baldwin, 
Kasimer P. Jervis, 
Erasmus Q. Fuller, 
Ludwig Nippert, 
John I’. Spence, 
Jacob G. Little, 
Israel Taylor, 
Frank 'T. Campbell, 
Werter R. Davis, 
John D. Walsh, 

E. W. 8S. Hammond, 
James S. Payne, 
Asa L. Richmond, 
Emperor Williams, 
William 8. Jones, 
F. D. Hemenway, 


Central Ohio. 
Central Pennsylvania. 
Central Tennessee. 
Chicago German. 
Cincinnati. 
Colorado. 
Columbia River. 
Delaware. 

Des Moines. 
Detroit. 

East German. 
Kast Maine. 

East Ohio. 

Erie. 

Florida. 
Foochow. 
Genesee. 
Georgia. 
Germany and Switzerland. 
Holston. 

Illinois. 

Indiana. 

Iowa. 

Kansas. 
Kentucky. 
Lexington. 
Liberia. 

Little Rock. 
Louisiana. 
Maine. 

Michigan. 
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James F. Chaffee, 
John W. Dunn, 
William H. Turner, 
Hugh Duncan, 
Charles C. White, 
Wash. J. Marsh, 
David W. Bartine, 
Joseph Cummings, 
George J. Judkins, 
Jacob B. Graw, 
George 8. Hare, 
Albert S. Graves, 
Matthew M. Allston, 
Charles W. Bennett, 
Edward Cunningham, 
Almon Greenman, 
Horace Benton, 
William Schreiner, 
Isaac W. Joyce, 
Lewis Hartsough, 
Andrew J. Anderson, 
Martin Hansen, 
Mills Gardner, 
Edward J. Northrup, 
Henry W. Warren, 
Moses A. Ross, 
Daniel A. Whedon, 
Nathan H. Axtell, 
Benj. St. James Fry, 
Henry Naumann, 
Wm. H. Crogman, 
John E. Wilson, 
Lewis G. Adkinson, 
Asahel M. Hough, 
Thomas W. Smith, 
Charles Urbantke, 
Charles T. Pace, 
James M. Thoburn, 
Samuel E. Pendleton, 
B. A. Carlson, 
Hilary W. Key, 
Jacob E. Freeman, 
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Minnesota. 
Mississippi. 
Missouri. 

Montana. 

Nebraska. 

Nevada. 

Newark. ° 

New England. 

New Hampshire. 
New Jersey. 

New York. 

New York East. 
North Carolina. 
Northern New York. 
North India. 

North Indiana. 
North Ohio. 
North-west German. 
North-west Indiana. 
North-west Iowa. 
North-west Swedish. 
Norway. 

Ohio. 

Oregon. 
Philadelphia. 
Pittsburgh. 
Providence. 

Rock River. 

Saint Louis. 

Saint Louis German. 
Savannah, 

South Carolina. 
South-east Indiana. 
Southern California, 
Southern Central, 
Southern German. 
Southern I]linois, 
South India. 

South Kansas, 
Sweden. 

Tennessee, 

Texas. 
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Joseph Hillman, 
Wu. F. Johnston, 
Thomas C. Iliff, 
Pliny N. Granger, 
Elisha P. Phelps, 
Philip T. Gross, 
Balets E. Lott, 
Thomas B. Hughes, 
William Haw, 
John A. Reitz, 
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Troy. 

Upper Iowa. 
Utah. 

Vermont. 
Virginia. 
Washington. 
West Texas. 
West Virginia. 
West Wisconsin. 
Western German. 


Thomas B. Coursey, Wilmington. 
Z. P. Burdick, Wisconsin. 
William H. Olin, Wyoming. 
BOUNDARIES. 
James L. Freeman, Alabama. 
Thomas B. Ford, Arkansas. 
John A. Mann, Austin. 
Luther T. Widerman, Baltimore. 
Joseph F, Lamdin. California. 


Peter C. Louis, 
Henry G. Lich, 
David M’ Williams, 
Luke C. Queal, 
Leroy A. Belt, 
Finley B. Riddle, 
Otis O. Knight, 
Christian A. Loeber, 
William L..Hypes, 
Benjamin F’. Crary, 
Daniel G. Strong, 
William F, Butler, 
Alvah J. Andres, 
John Russell, 
Henry Weseman, 
Benjamin 8. Arey, 
Anthony W. Butts, 
Amos N. Craft, 
Samuel B. Darnell, 
Stephen L. Baldwin, 
Francis H. Root, 


Central Alabama, 
Central German. 
Central Illinois. 
Central New York. 
Central Ohio. 
Central Pennsylvania. 
Central Tennessee. 
Chicago German, 
Cincinnati. 
Colorado. 
Columbia River. 
Delaware. 

Des Moines. 
Detroit. 

East German. 

East Maine. 

East Ohio, 

Erie. 

Florida. 

Foochow. 
Genesee. 
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Erasmus Q. Fuller, 
Ludwig Nippert, 
John W. Mann, 
Jacob G. Little, 

Wm. MWK. Hester, 
John W. M’Donald, 
Richard A. Caruthers, 
Benjamin A. Stubbins, 
E. W. S. Hammond, 
James 8S. Payne, 
William H. Crawford, 
Emperor Williams, 
Ammi §. Ladd, 

John W. Miller, 
David C. John, 
Larkin C. Deshaza, 
Robert D. Cramer, 
Wm. H. Van Orsdel, 
Thomas B., Lemon, 
John D. Hammond, 
James N. FitzGerald, 
Charles 8. Rogers, 
Silas E. Quimby, 
Wm. W. Moffett, 
William H. Ferris, 
James M. Buckley, 
Wilson W. Morgan, 
Isaac S. Bingham, 
Edward Cunningham, 
Abijah Marine, 
Samuel Mower, 
Herman H. Klaus, 
John H. Cissel, 
Lewis Hartsough, 
August W. Berggren, 
Martin Hansen, 
Thomas L. Taylor, 
Edward J. Northrup, 
Jacob Todd, 

John W. Baker, 

John W. Willett, 


Samuel A. W. Jewett, 
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Georgia. 


Germany and Switzerland. 


Holston. 

Illinois. 

Indiana. 

Towa. 

Kansas. 

Kentucky. 
Lexington. 

Liberia. 

Little Rock. 
Louisiana. 

Maine. 

Michigan. 
Minnesota. 
Mississippi. 
Missouri. 

Montana. 

Nebraska. 

Nevada. 

Newark. 

New England. 

New Hampshire. 
New Jersey. 

New York. 

New York East. 
North Carolina. 
Northern New York. 
North India. 

North Indiana. 
North Ohio. 
North-west German. 
North-west Indiana. 
North-west Iowa. 
North-west Swedish. 
Norway. 

Ohio. 

Oregon. 
Philadelphia, 
Pittsburgh. 
Providence. 


Rock River. 
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St. Louis. 


George W. Marquardt, St. Louis German. 


Charles O. Fisher, 
Alonzo Webster, 
George L. Curtiss, 
Asahel M. Hough, 
William G. Matton, 
Charles Urbantke, 
James A. Locke, 
William F. Oldham, 
Daniel P. Mitchell, 
Bengt A. Carlson, 
Hilary W. Key, 
William B. Pullam, 
John W. Thompson, 
Richard Swearingen, 
Thomas C, Liff, 

J. Durkee Beeman, 
Elisha P. Phelps, 
Perry G. Walker, 
Samuel Gates, 
Waitman T. Willey, 
James Lawson, 
Andrew Gemecker, 
Charles Hill, 

John H. Johnson, 
Young C. Smith, 


Savannah. 

South Carolina. 
South-east Indiana. 
Southern California. 
Southern Central. 
Southern German. 
Southern Illinois. 
South India. 
South Kansas. 
Sweden. 
Tennessee. 

Texas. 

Troy. 

Upper Iowa. 
Utah. 

Vermont. 
Virginia. 
‘Washington. 
West Texas. 
West Virginia. 
West Wisconsin. 
Western German. 
Wilmington. 
Wisconsin. 
Wyoming. 


On motion of John M. Reid, it was ordered that a 
committee of seven be appointed on the Reception of 
Fraternal Delegates. ; 

-On motion of Samuel A. W. Jewett, a committee was 
appointed, consisting of eleven members, on Rules of 
Order. 

Cyrus D. Foss moved that this Conference give 
effect to the programme of the last General Conference, 
for the reception of Fraternal Delegates, and it was so 
ordered. 

On motion of William M’K. Hester, it was ordered 
that a committee of eleven be appointed on the Obsery- 
ance of the Sabbath. . 
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On motion of George L. Curtiss, a committee of eleven 
was ordered on Temperance, 

It was ordered that the committee appointed by the 
last General Conference, to prepare an “ Ecclesiastical 
Code,” present their report, and Isaac S. Bingham, Sec- 
retary, presented the following, which, on motion of 
James M. Buckley, was received and made the order of 
the day for Friday next, at ten o’clock A. M. 


Report upon the “ Ecclesiastical Code” for the M. E. Church, made 
by order of the General Conference, May 31, 1876, and submitted to 
the General Conference of 1880, now in session in Cincinnati, Ohio, for 
their consideration and adoption. 

A. M. Ospon, Chairman. 
I. S. Bincuam, Secretary. 


JEU RE INGE, 
ARTICLE I1.—THE AUTHORITY AND SPIRIT OF CHURCH DISCIPLINE. 
Advice and Reproof before Trial. 


1. It is the duty of the Church toward all her ministers and mem- 
bers, in cases of errors, faults, or offenses, to correct the same, so far 
as practicable, by proper Christian or pastoral service. 

Church trials should not be resorted to except after failure of all 
proper means for the reclamation of offenders, 

But this rule shall not have force in the case of immorality, the 
toleration of which would bring reproach upon the Church. 

2. No charge, except for immorality, shall be triable against any 
party of the Church, unless proper advice or reproof has previously 
been given, or proper means have been used for the reclamation of 
the party accused. 

But this rule shall not limit or hinder the jurisdiction of the Gen- 
eral Conference Court in the case of any officer of the General Con- 
ference in which a judgment can affect only the tenure of office. 


ARTICLE II].—JupICcCIAL POWERS OF THE CHURCH, 


1. The judicial power of the Methodist Episcopal Church shall be 
vested in a Parish Court, a District Court, a Conference Court, a Con- 
ference Appellate Court, and a General Conference Court. 

2. The Parish Court shall be constituted of not more than nine, 

-nor less than five, members of the Church, who shall be appointed 
by the Preacher in charge; said Court shall have original jurisdic- 
tion in the trial of any accused member of the Church for which it 
is appointed. Provided the Preacher in charge judge it necessary, 
he may select the committee from any part of the district to which 
said charge belongs. 

3. The District Court shall be constituted of nine members of the 
Church, who shall be appointed by the Presiding Elder, by and with 
the advice of the District Stewards’ meeting first assembléd after 
each session of the Annual Conference, and shall have original juris- 
diction for the trial of an accused Local Preacher, and a Preacher on 
trial in an Annual Conference; and also appellate jurisdiction in all 
cases arising in a Parish Court. 

4. The Conference Cowrt shall consist of thirteen members of an 
Annual Conference, who shall be elected by each Annual Conference, 
and shall have original jurisdiction for the trial of Traveling Preach- 
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ers, and also appellate jurisdiction in all cases arising in a District 
Court; also, authority to review all decisions of law properly 
brought to it from a Parish or a District Court on an appeal. 

The President of the Court shall be appointed by the Bishop pre- 
siding. 

5. ae of Appeals. Bach Conference, at its annual session, shall 
elect five of its members—who shall be elders—toward constituting 
a Court of Appeals. ‘The said Court shall be composed of the mem- 
bers elected in any three Conferences designated by the Bishop hay- 
ing charge of the Conference in which an appeal shall arise. Eleven 
shall constitute a quorum. 

6. General Conference Court. The Bishops shall, at the session of 
each General Conference, and with its approval, organize a General 
Conference Court, having judicial and appellate powers, consisting of 
fifteen members, five of whom shall be laymen, ten of whom shall 
constitute a quorum. 

Said Court shall have original jurisdiction in the trial of an accused 
Bishop, and also in the trial of all Agents, Editors, and other officers 
elected by the General Conference, or appointed to fill vacancies there- 
of, for their official acts, or omission of duty, and for their personal 
conduct in so far as it may affect their fitness for the office which they 
hold, with power to remove them from office for any cause, whether 
official or personal. 

All decisions of this Court, both of law and facts, shall be final in 
all cases, except in the trial of a Bishop, who shall have the right of 
an appeal to the next General Conference. 


ARTICLE JII.—PRESIDENTS OF COURTS AND THEIR DUTIES. 


1. In the Parish Court the Preacher in charge shall preside; but 
the Presiding Elder, at his discretion, may appoint another Preacher 
of his district to preside instead of the Preacher in charge. 

2. In the District Court the Presiding Elder shall preside, or, if he 
cannot, then an Elder of the district, whom he shall appoint. 

3. In the Conference Court an Elder, to be appointed by the Bishop 
when the Court is elected, shall preside; but the Court may fill a 
vacancy by election. 

4. In the Conference Court of Appeals the Bishop holding presi- 
dency in the Conference in which the appeal arises shall preside, or 
some other Bishop to be named by him. 

5. In the General Conference Court one of the Bishops, to be ap- 
pointed by the Board of Bishops, shall preside. 

6. The President of each Court shall, with due regard to the inter- 
ests of all parties concerned, appoint the time and place of its session, 
and cause due notice to be given to them, and to the members of the 
Court. But the Conference Court shall not be convened in the inter- 
val of the Conferences without the concurrence of three members of 
the Court, with the President; and charges preferred at the Confer- 
ence, together with any untried charges preferred in the interval of 
Conferences, and not withdrawn, shall be submitted to the Conference 
for its direction. 

7. The President shall have no voice in the Court over which he 
presides, except to maintain order and decide questions of law, and 
also to determine the competency and relevancy of evidence, and pro- 
nounce the judgment of the Court. 


ARTICLE I1V.—OFFICERS AND THEIR DUTIES. 


1. The presiding officer of each Court shall appoint a Secretary and 
such other officers as he may judge necessary, and prescribe such 
duties as are not herein provided for. 

2. The Secretary shall keep a record of all the proceedings in the 
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Court, and a record of all evidence, and, in case of an appeal, transmit 
the same to the President of the Appellate Court having jurisdiction 
of the case, which Court shall determine the same upon the evidence 
so submitted. 

3. The records of each Court of original jurisdiction, when not re- 
moved on appeal, shall remain with the President of the Court. But, 
when so removed, they shall be in custody of the President of the 
Appellate Court until the final determination of the case, when they 
shall be remitted to the President of the Court in which the case orig- 
inated, with a certificate of the judgment of the Appellate Court 
therewith. 


ARTICLE V.—TERMS OF. OFFICE. 


1. The members of a Parish Court shall be appointed as the neces- 
sity of the case shall require. 

2. Members of the District Court shall hold their office for the term 
of one year, and until their successors shall have been appointed, 
which shall be at the annual meeting of the District Stewards. 

3. The members of the Conference Court shall hold their office for 
the term of one year, and until successors shall have been elected, 
as provided for in Article II, Section 4. 

4. Members of the Court of Appeals shall hold their office for one 
year, and until their successors are appointed. 

5. Members of the General Conference Court shall hold their office 
for the term of four years, and until their successors shall have been 
appointed: Provided, if any vacancy or vacancies by death or other- 
wise shall occur in the body of this Court in the interval of the Gen- 
eral Conferences, upon the nomination of the Bishop presiding, the 
Court may fill the vacancy or vacancies by such party or parties as 
are eligible to appointment in said Court until the quorum is secured. 


ARTICLE VI.—OFFENSES AND CHARGES. 


Bishops, members of an Annual Conference, Local Preachers, and 
members of the Church shall be triable for— 

1. Crimes and immoralities. 

2. Knowingly disseminating any thing contrary to the doctrines of 
the Methodist Episcopal Church; or causing dissension therein. 

3. Unchristian conduct—repeated acts in violation of Christian 
duty, or Church discipline, and habitual neglect of the means of 
grace, the preceding reproof required by Chapter II, Article I, Sec- 
tion 1, having been administered without due effect. 

4, Improper acts, or omissions of official duty. 

5. When a member has been absent from the oversight of the 
Church in which his membership is held for a period of two years 
or more, he shall not be entitled to a certificate: but, if nothing be 
reported against him, if the Preacher in charge and the Leaders and 
Stewards judge it proper they may give him one. 


ARTICLE VII—MopE or ARRAIGNMENT. 


1. Charges against an accused party shall be made in the name of 
the Methodist Episcopal Church; they shall be presented to the 
President of the proper Court of trial; or if the action lies in the 
General Conference Court, to the senior unaccused Bishop, and the 
party preferring the charge shall be known as the complainant, and 
the party accused as the defendant. 

2. Charges when made shall be accompanied by specifications, 
giving as nearly as can be a statement of the facts which constitute 
the offense charged, and the time and place thereof. These may be 
amended at any time in furtherance of justice and right in the dis- 
cretion of the Court. 
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3. The accused shall be served by the President of the Court with 
a copy of the charges and specifications, and a notice of the time and 
place of trial, a reasonable time before the date thereof, not less than 
ten days if the accused resides within the bounds of the Court try- 
ing the case; but if not within the limits of the Court, he may be 
notified by mail, and the time for notice shall not be less than twen- 
ty days from the time of posting the citation. 

4, When the accused, having been duly notified, evades or volun- 
tarily absents himself, the trial may proceed the same as if he were 
present. But no judgment can be rendered except after a regular 
form of trial. 

5. No charge shall be made after three years from the time the 
cause thereof arose, except in cases of immorality. ; 

6. Every person liable to a charge shall be amenable to the juris- 
diction of the Court within which his Church or Conference mem- 
bership exists, without regard to the place where the cause of the 
action arose. 

Removals by certificate from one charge to another shall not be a 
bar to an investigation of the previous conduct of a member so moy- 
ing, but the accused may be tried in the proper Court of the charge 
in which he holds his membership when the complaint is made. 

7. When a certificate is held by the member receiving it for one 
year or more, and such fact comes to the knowledge of the Preacher 
in charge, he may, with the concurrence of the Leaders and Stew- 
ards’ meeting, recall or cancel the same. 

8. Superannuated and supernumerary Ministers residing out of the 
bounds of their Conference shall be amenable to the Court within 
the jurisdiction of which the offense was committed, unless the al- 
leged offense was committed within the bounds of their Conference. 

Provided, however, that upon application of either party to a 
Bishop, he may refer the case, if in his opinion the ends of justice 
require it, to the court of the Annual Conference of which the ac- 
cused is a member. 


ARTICLE VIII.—QUALIFICATIONS OF MEMBERS OF A COURT. 


1. No person shall be eligible to be a member of any of the afore- 
said Courts, or continue such, unless he be a Minister or member of 
the Methodist Episcopal Church in approved standing. 

2. In the aforesaid courts, except otherwise specified, a majorit. 
of the whole number shall be competent to try a cause and render a 
judgment. : 

3. If in any case a member of the Court is, for any cause, disqual- 
ified to render an impartial decision, the other members present shall 
determine whether such member shall be set aside. 

4. If for any cause a quorum be not present at the time appointed 
for a session of a Court, or if under the provision of Section 3 of this 
article the number of members of the Court become less than a 
quorum, the President, with the coneurrence of the membars of the 
Court present, shall appoint a judicious person or persons, the same 
being eligible to appointment, to make up the quorum. 


ARTICLE IX.—PARTIES WHO MAY PREFER CHARGES. 


1. Charges in a Parish Court may be preferred by a Minister or 
two members of the Church. 

2. In a District Court, by a Minister or two members of the charge 
to which the accused belongs. 

3. Ina Conference Court, by any member of an Annual Conference. 

4. In a General Conference Court, as against a Bishop, by five 
Elders, including the Presiding Elder within whose District the 
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alleged offense or offenses shall have been committed, three of whom 
shall agre2 to prefer charges for the same. 

5. As against all other parties, amenable to said Court, by three 
Traveling Elders, one of whom shall be the Presiding Elder within 
whose district the accused resides. 


ARTICLE X.—OF COUNSEL IN ALL CASES. 


1. The party or parties preferring charges shall secure a suitable 
person or persons, to be designated and known as the prosecuting 
counsel of the Church, said counsel to present the evidence in the 
case, and prosecute the same. 

Any Local Preacher or layman in regular standing in the Method- 
ist Episcopal Church may be so appointed for the trial of a case, ina 
Parish or District Court. 

2. Any member of an Annual Conference may be prosecuting 
counsel in the Conference or the Conference Appellate Court. 

3. And such member of the Church or of an Annual Conference 
may be counsel in the General Conference Court, or in the General 
Conference, whenever it shall sit as an Appellate Court for the cons 
sideration of a case of an appeal by an accused Bishop. 


ARTICLE XI.—CourRTS, HOW CONVENED. 


1. The General Conference Court may be called by the senior 
Bishop, or the President thereof, or by the Bishop appointed to pre- 
side in said Court. y 

2. The Court of Appeals by the Bishop having charge of the Con- 
ference in which an appeal may arise. 

3. The Conference Court may be called in the interval of an An- 
nual Conference by the President and three members of the Court. 

4. The District Court by the Presiding Elder. 

5. The Parish Court by the Preacher in charge. 

Tn all cases the party appointing the time and place of a Court 
shall give timely notice to the members composing the Court. 


ARTICLE XII.—RIGHTS OF AN ACCUSED PARTY. 


1. Every party under charge shall have the right to the assistance 
of counsel, and to make his selection under the same conditions and 
privileges as the prosecution; and if the said party be without prop- 
er or necessary counsel, and request it, it shall be the duty of the 
President to assign or provide the same. 

2. The parties shall be competent to testify, the same as other 
Witnesses. 

3. Depositions may be taken, either by the prosecuting counsel or 
by the counsel of the accused, in the presence of the Preacher in 
charge, on giving reasonable notice to the other party, when it is 
impracticable to procure the attendance of witnesses, 

4, Witnesses who are members of the Church may not be im- 
peached, but witnesses from without may be. 


ArtictE XIII.—DISCRETIONARY POWERS IN RENDERING JUDGMENTS. 


1. In Parish Courts judgment against an accused member may 
be for reproof, suspension from Church privileges, or for expulsion. 

2. In case of Preachers, for reproof, suspension from ministerial 
functions and Church privileges, for a definite period; deposition 
from the ministry, or expulsion from the Church. 

3. In the case of Agents, and officers elected by the General Con- 
ference, or appointed to fill vacancies thereof, the judgment may be 
for suspension, or removal from office. 

4, Each Court of original jurisdiction shall determine the penalty 
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in every case of conviction, and when the charge is not fully sus- 
tained the said Court shall decide what offense has been committed, 
if any, and render judgment for the same. 


ARTICLE XIV.—POWERS OF APPELLATE COURTS. 


1. Each Court of appellate jurisdiction shall have full power to 
reverse the decision of the Court of Trial, or to remand for a new 
trial, motions for which shall, in all cases, be put in the order before 
named. If neither motion prevails, the decision of the Court of 
Trial is thereby affirmed. 

2. And a case, if remanded, must be tried again, and in the same 
manner as an original trial, unless the charges be withdrawn. But 
in a new trial of the case any part of the original charge may be 
withdrawn or modified, or any proper addition made, or new evi- 
dence admitted. 

3. Appeals from a Conference other than those in the United 
States may be heard by a Judicial Conference called to meet at or 
near New York by the Bishop in charge of said Conference. 


ARTICLE XV.—NEW TRIALS. 


1, In case of a new trial, in a Parish Court, no member of the 
former Court shall be allowed to sit on the new trial of the case, and 
the President of the Court, in the selection of the members, may ex- 
ercise his discretion as provided for in Article II, Section 2. 

2. If the case arises in a District Court, the trial, unless a new 
Court has been constituted in the interval, shall be by a Court ap- 
pointed by the Presiding Elder especially to try the case. 


ARTICLE XVI.—BarRs TO AN APPEAL. 


1. For neglecting to attend trial after proper notice. 

2. Contempt, by continuing in the practice of the offense or crime 
for which the party was convicted, or by continuing to exercise the 
functions of his office after conviction. ; 

3. Or, having delayed to give notice of his intention to appeal 
to the President of the Court for more than seven days after the con- 
clusion of the trial. 

4. Or, having dissolved all relation to the Methodist Episcopal 
Church, by joining a Church of another faith and order. 


ARTICLE XVIL—On ERROR IN THE ADMINISTRATION OF Law. 


1. No President of a Court shall be arraigned under Article VI, 
Section 4, for alleged error in decisions of questions of law arising in 
Court, nor for any alleged defect in the administration of the judicial 
code of the Church; btt such errors and defects shall be duly con- 
sidered by the proper Appellate Court when presented with the 
appeal. 

2. Complaints of error by the Pastor or Presiding Elder in the ad- 
ministration of the law of the Church other than its judicial code, 
may be presented to the Annual Conference, which shall examine the 
same by a committee, or otherwise, and declare its judgment in the 
case; and if the error has unjustly affected the membership in the 
Church of any person, the Conference shall order just and suitable 
remedies. 

3. But the provisions of the two foregoing sections shall not be 
interpreted as prohibiting the trial of any Minister upon the charge 
of corrupt, negligent, or partisan administration. 


ARTICLE XVIII.—On Location oF UNACCEPTABLE MINISTERS. 


1. If a Traveling Minister is accused of being so unacceptable, in- 
efficient, or secular, as to be no longer useful in his ministerial work, 
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the Conference may refer the case to a select number of nine judi- 
cious members, who shall investigate the case during the session of 
the Conference, and if they, upon the evidence, which shall be duly 
recorded, judge the complaint to be well founded, the select number 
may, if the accused will not voluntarily retire, locate him without 
his consent. 

2. But in all such cases the accused shall have the right to appeal 
to the Conference Court of Appeals, and the case shall be determined 
by the recorded evidence taken by the select number. 


ARTICLE XIX.—READMISSION INTO THE CHUROH. 


1. When a member of the Church has been, after due process of 
the Judicial Code of our Church, expelled, such person shall have no 
privileges of membership or sacraments in our Church without con- 
trition, confession, and satisfactory reformation, and the Preacher in 
charge and the Leaders and Stewards’ Meeting shall have authority 
to determine the question of satisfactory reformation. 

2. When such parties shall make application to be received into 
the Church, in all cases let them be received on probation, and under 
the rules made and established for “receiving members into the 
Church.” - 


ARTICLE XX.—ON RESTORATION OF CREDENTIALS. 


1. When any Traveling Elder or Deacon has been deprived of his 
credentials, by expulsion or otherwise, they shall be filed with the 
papers of the Annual Conference of which he was a member; and 
should he, at any future time, give satisfactory evidence to the said 
Conference of his amendment, and procure a certificate of the Quarterly 
Conference of the Church of which he is a member, or of an Annual 
Conference, who may have admitted him on trial, recommending to 
the Annual Conference of which he was formerly a member the res- 
toration of his credentials, the said Conference may restore them. 

2. When a Local Elder or Deacon shall have been expelled, or 
otherwise deprived of his credentials of office, the Presiding Elder 
shall require of him the credentials of his ordination to be filed with 
the papers of the Annual Conference within whose jurisdiction the 
expulsion took place. And should he at any future time produce to 
the Annual Conference a certificate of his restoration, by proper au- 
thority, signed by the President, and countersigned by the Secretary 
of the Quarterly Conference, his credentials may be restored to him. 


CHAPTER II. 


OF MINOR OFFENSES: CASES REQUIRING ERBVIOUS LABOR, AND 
CASES REQUIRING PRELIMINARY MEASURES FOR SETTLEMENT, 


ARTICLE I,— UNCHRISTIAN CONDUCT. 


1. In cases of neglect of duty of any kind, imprudent conduct, in- 
dulging sinful tempers or words, the buying, selling, or using intoxi- 
cating liquors as a beverage, dancing, playing at games of chance, 
attending theaters, horse-races, circuses, dancing-parties, or patron- 
izing dancing-schools, or taking such other amusements as are obvi- 
ously of misleading, or questionable moral tendency, or disobedience to 
the order and discipline of the Church, firsé, let private reproot be 
given by a Preacher or Leader, and if there be an acknowledgment of 
the fault, and proper humiliation, the person may be borne with. 

2. If the offense is repeated, the Preacher or Leader shall repeat 
the reproof in the presence of one or two faithful friends. 

3. But should the offense occur a third time, let the offender be 
cited before the Parish Court and tried, and if found guilty, and 
there be no sign of real humiliation, he shall be expelled. 
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4. But in the case of members of an Annual Conference, or a Bishop, 
the reproof hereby ordered shall be administered by either a Presid- 
ing Elder or a Bishop. 


ARTIOLE II.—CASES OF DISSENGION. 


If a member of our Church shall be accused of endeavoring to sow 
dissension among our people by inveighing against either our doctrine 
or Discipline, the person so offending shall first be reproved by the 
Preacher in charge, and, if he persist in such pernicious practice, he 
shall be brought to trial, and if found guilty by the Parish Court he 
shall be expelled. 


ARTICLE III.—ARBITRATION IN CASES OF DISAGREEMENT IN BUSsI- 
NESS AND NONPAYMENT OF DEBTS. 


1. On’ any disagreement between two or more of our members, 
concerning business transactions, which cannot be settled by the 
parties, the Preacher in charge shall inquire into the circumstances 
of the case, and if his counsel does not prevail, he shall recommend 
to the parties a reference of the matter to five arbiters, two to be 
chosen by the plaintiff and two chosen by the defendant, which four 
arbiters shall choose a fifth, all of whom shall be members of our 
Church. 

2. If either party refuse to refer the case, as before provided, or 
shall refuse to abide the award when so rendered, he shall be brought 
to trial before the Parish Court, and if he fail to show sufficient 
cause for refusal he shall be expelled. 

3. If any member of our Church shall refuse, in case of debts, or 
other disputes about business affairs, to refer the matter to arbitra- 
tion, when so recommended by the Preacher in charge, or shall en- 
ter into a lawsuit with another member before these measures are 
taken, he shall be brought to trial before the Parish Court, and if he 
fail to show that the case is of such a nature as to require and justify 
a process in law, he shall be expelled. 

4, The Preacher in charge shall, in all such eases, preside. 


ARTICLE I[V.—INSOLVENCY OF MEMBERS IN OUR CHUROH. 


1. The Preachers who have the oversight of circuits and stations 
are required to execute all our rules fully and strenuously against all 
frauds, particularly dishonest insolvencies, and to suffer none to re- 
main in our Church who are found to be guilty of any fraud. 

2. To prevent scandal when any of our members fail in business, 
or contract debts which they are not able to pay, let two or three 
judicious members of our Church, who shall be appointed by the 
Preacher in charge, inspect the accounts, contracts, and circum- 
stances of the case of the supposed delinquent, and if they judge he 
has behaved dishonestly or borrowed money without a probability 
of paying, let him be brought to trial before the Parish Court, and 
if found guilty expelled. : 

3. In all cases included in Chapter IJ, Articles I to IV, the ex- 
polled party shall have the right to appeal, as in a case of immorality. 


REPEALING ACT. 


Part III, Chapters I, II, and III, from paragraph 197 to paragraph 
246 inclusive, of the Discipline, published by the authority of the Gen- 
eral Conference of 1876, is hereby repealed. 


John M. Hoyt offered the following resolution, which 
was adopted: 
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Resolved, That a Special Committee be appointed, to consist of one 
minister and one layman from each General Conference District, to 
consider the subject of entertainment and location of the next Gen- 
eral Conference, and report at an early day. 


Silas C. Swallow offered the following resolution, 
which was also adopted: 


Resolved, That a Committee of three be appointed on General Con- 
ference and delegates’ expenses, with instructions to receive the col- 
lections from the delegates and disburse them in the payment of 
expenses; provided, however, that in no case shall the expenses of 
more than one full set of delegates be paid, except by special vote of 
the General Conference. 


James F. Chaffee offered the following paper, which 
was laid on the table: 


Whereas, The General Conference of 1876 adopted the following 
resolution in regard to the expenses of this General Conference: 

“ Resolved, That it shall be the duty of the said Conference to make 
arrangements for raising the amount so apportioned, and any Con- 
ference failing to do so shall forfeit all claim for the expenses of its 
delegation ;” (see Discipline, pages 372, 373 ;) and 

Whereas, The above action may work great injustice to innocent 
parties; therefore, 

Resolved, By this General Conference, that the aforesaid resolution 
be, and the same hereby is, rescinded. 


Marmaduke H. Mendenhall moved that the Secreta- 
ries of the Conference and the Book Agents be ap- 
pointed a committee to publish the General Conference 
Manual, to include the usual matter and a diagram of 
the seats occupied by each delegation. The motion 
prevailed. 

On motion of Aaron K. Sanford it was ordered that 
a committee of five, including one of the Bishops, who 
shall be its Chairman, be appointed on Memorial 
Services. 

On motion of Job A. Price a committee of eleven 
was ordered on the American Bible Society. 

David Copeland offered the following paper, which 
was adopted: 

Resolved, 1. That the Secretary of this Conference be instructed 
to have the Journal of this General Conference printed and bound, 
and certified by him to be correct, and that the printed copy, so cer- 
tified, shall be the official Journal of this General Conference. 

Resolved, 2. That the Book Agents at New York ‘are hereby in- 
structed to forward, by mail or otherwise, a copy of the Journal of 


this General Conference to each of the delegates of the Conference 
and to each of the Bishops. 
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William Lawrence offered the following resolution, 
which was adopted: 

Resolved, That there shall be appointed by the Bishops the several 
Committees following, to consist of thirteen members each, to wit: 

On Judiciary. 

On Pastoral Address. 


On Nomination of Trustees for the Institutions under the control 
of the General Conference. 


On motion of George W. Woodruff, Bishop William 
L. Harris was appointed to edit the Discipline of 
1880. 

Bishop Harris presented the names of the Committee 
on the Reception of Fraternal Delegates, as follows: 


COMMITTEE ON RECEPTION OF FRATERNAL 


DELEGATES. 
Joseph Cummings, William Lawrence. 
Clinton B. Fisk, J. C. Hartzell, 
John W. Locke, C. W. Bennett, 


Robert M. Hatfield. 


On motion of Aaron K. Sanford it was ordered that 
the Book Agents at Cincinnati be authorized to furnish 
each delegate a copy of the Daily Christian Advocate. 

John M. Reid moved that General Conference 
officers, not members of this Conference, be invited to 
seats within the bar, and the motion prevailed. 

On motion, Francis 8. Hoyt was placed on the Com- 
mittee on Education, in place of Samuel Mower. 

George L. Curtiss moved that the Special Com- 
mittees consisting of eleven members be increased 
to consist of thirteen, being one from each General 
Conference District, and one at large, and the motion 
prevailed. 

George L. Curtiss moved that the Report of the Com 
mission on a Code of Ecclesiastical Jurisprudence be 
printed in the Daily Christian Advocate, but the mo- 
tion was laid on the table. 


On motion, adjourned, with benediction by Charles 
H. Payne. 
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TUESDAY MORNING, MAY 4. 


Conference met at the usual hour, Bishop Foster in 
the chair. 

Religious exercises were conducted by Joseph Cum- 
mings. 

The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 

George L. Curtiss announced the death of John R. 
Goodwin, a lay delegate of the South-east Indiana 
Conference, whereupon the following resolutions, offered 
by George R. Palmer, were adopted: 


Whereas, We have received the sad intelligence of the death of 
Dr. John R. Goodwin, a lay member of this General Conference; 


therefore, 

Resolved, 1. That we appoint four lay members of this body to at- 
tend the funeral of our honored co-delegate. 

Resolved, 2. That a committee of five be appointed to prepare 
suitable resolutions of sympathy to*be borne by said committee to 
the widow and friends of the deceased. 


Wm. 8. Prentice asked leave of absence for William 
R. Goodwin, to attend the funeral of his brother, and 
it was granted. 

The following persons were announced as now present 
in their seats: 

Genesee—John B. Wentworth, Benjamin M. Peck, 
Francis H. Root. 

Central New York—Thomas J. M’Elheney. 

Indiana—Israel Taylor. 

Saint Louis German—F. G. Niedringhaus, 

Central Ohio—Dayid P. Dunathan. 

On motion, St. Paul’s Methodist Episcopal Church 
was fixed upon as the place for the reception of Frater- 
nal Delegates. 

On motion of George L. Curtiss, the following per- 
sons were appointed to attend the funeral of the late 
Dr. John R. Goodwin, namely: David G. Phillips, 
Charles C. Binkley, Louis B. Sims, James F. Lind- 
ley. 
The hour having arrived for the order of the day, 
Bishop Simpson read the Address of the Bishops. [See 


Appendix, |, page 401.] 
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8. A. W. Jewett offered the following resolution: 


Resolved, By this General Conference, that we have listened with 
great interest and pleasure to the able Address of our honored Bishops, 
read to us by Bishop Simpson, and we hereby order the pub- 
lication of 5,000 copies of the Address, for distribution among the 
pastors and people of the Church. 


* William M’K. Hester offered the following resolu- 
tion as an amendment : 


Resolved, That the facts, considerations, and recommendations 
presented in the Address of the Bishops be referred to the several 
appropriate Committees. 


I. 8. Bingham offered the following, as an additional 
amendment ; 


Resolved, That that part of the Bishops’ Address which treats the 
question of extending the term of probation in Annual Conferences, 
and the locating of members of Conferences who have become un- 
acceptable in the regular work, be referred to the Committee on 
Itinerancy, with instructions to report at an early day to this body. 


J. M. Walden offered the following, as a substitute 
for the resolution of S. A. W. Jewett and the amend- 
ment of Wm. M’K. Hester: 


Resolved, 1. That the Bishops’ Address be published in the Daily 
Advocate and in all of the official weekly papers under the direction 
of the General Conference, and that 5,000 pamphlet copies be printed 
for general circulation. 

Resolved, 2. That the several portions and recommendations of the 
Bishops’ Address be referred to the appropriate Committees for con- 
sideration. 


Alpha J. Kynett moved to amend by striking out 
5,000, and inserting 12,000, copies, which motion was 
laid on the table. : 

John P. Newman moved, as a further amendment, that 
the Agents be instructed to publish the Address in 
pamphlet form, to be kept on sale at the Book Room, 
which motion was laid on the table. 

On motion of John Lanahan, the previous ques- 
tion was ordered, and the substitute of J. M. Walden 
was adopted. 

On motion of John Lanahan, it was ordered that the 
several papers presented in respect to the distribution 
of the matters in the Bishops’ Address be referred to a 
Committee, consisting of Wm. M’K. Hester and I. 8. 
Bingham, to make proper distribution thereof to the 
several committees, and report their action. 
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Bishop Harris, rising to a question of privilege, stated 
that there were four Conferences which, at the time of 
distribution into General Conference Districts, were not 
included in the territory of any Conferences, and de- 
sired to know the wish of the General Conference in 
the matter; whereupon it was ordered that the Bishops 
place the outlying Conferences as they may consider best. 
Wm. Lawson offered the following resolution, which 
was referred to the Committee just appointed: 


Resolved, That copies of the Address of the Bishops, which has 
been ordered to be printed be sent, by the Secretary of this Con- 
ference, to the libraries of literary institutions and public libraries in 
the United States. 


J. C. Hartzell offered the following resolution, which 


was referred to the same committee: 


Resolved, That the Address of the Bishops be translated into such 
foreign languages as the Agents and Board of Managers of the Mis- 
sionary Society may deem wise, and*be published in such languages 
for distribution ; the expenses of such translation and distribution to 
be borne by the Missionary Society. 


The following resolution was presented by J. M,. 
Walden, and adopted: 


Resolved, That a committee of one minister and one layman from 
each General Conference District be appointed to report to this Con- 
ference a plan for the appropriate commemoration of the one hun- 
dredth anniversary of the organization of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church, and that so much of the Bishops’ Address as refers to this 
matter be referred to said committee. 

The following communication was received, and, on 
motion of James M. Buckley, the invitation was ac- 
cepted, and the thanks of the General Conference 
returned: 


CINCINNATI CHAMBER OF COMMERCE AND MERCHANTS’ EXCHANGE, 
Cincinnati, May 3, 1880. 


EpWarp SARGENT, Esq. 

Dear Sir: Please allow me through yourself to cordially invite the 
members of the General Conference of the M. E. Church, now in 
session here, to visit the “Cincinnati Chamber of Commerce and 
Merchants’ Exchange” from time to time at their convenience. 

Yours truly, — H. Wiison Brown, President. 

On motion of the Secretary, the order of the day 
was suspended, and Sandford Hunt presented the Re- 
port of the Agents of the Methodist Book Concern in 
New York ; and so much as related to the Book Con- 
cern, to Sunday-Schools and Tracts, and Episcopacy, 
was referred to the Committees on those subjects re- 


spectively. [See Appendia, 48, page 551.] 
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Arthur W. Milby, of the Wilmington Conference, 
was announced as being now present. 


The following resolution was offered by William H. 


Olin and George G. Reynolds : 

Resolved, That the election of Bishops and other officers of the 
Church, deriving their powers from the election by the General Con- 
ference, be made the special order for Wednesday, May 12, at ten 
o’clock, A. M., at which time the election shall begin, and shall con- 
tinue from day to day, according to the pleasure of the General Con- 
ference, until all shall have been elected. 

Alexander Harmount offered an amendment, substi- 
tuting Monday, the 10th, for the 12th. 

William M’K. Hester moved to lay the amendment 
and resolution on the table, which motion was lost. 

Albert 8S. Graves: moved to lay the amendment on 
the table, which motion was carried. ; 

John Lanahan called for the previous question, which 
was ordered, and the resolution of William H. Olin 
was adopted. 

On motion of James M. Buckley, the vote by which 
the Report of the Commission on Ecclesiastical Code 
was made the order of the day for next Friday, at 10 
A. M., was reconsidered, and laid on the table. 

James M. Buckley moved that a committee of eleven, 
three of whom shall be Bishops, be constituted, to pre- 
pare a report on the Code, which shall be printed in 
the Daily Christian Advocate next Monday, and that 
the discussion of said report be made the order of the 
day for next Tuesday, at ten A. M. Carried. 

Erastus O. Haven presented the Report of the Board of 
Education to the General Conference, which, on motion, 
was referred to the Committee on Education. [See 
Appendix, 8, page 627. ] . 

Philip G. Gillett presented the following: 


Resolved, That when this General Conference proceeds to the elec. 

tion of General Conference officers it be in the following order: 
1. Book Agents. 2. Editors. 
3. Secretaries of Church Societies. 4. Bishops. 

William J. Paxson moved to amend the order of elec- 
tion by putting Bishops first. 

James M. Buckley moved, as a substitute, that a 
committee of five be appointed to present a report of 
order of election of General Conference officers, which 
was laid on the table. 


Hp 
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' The previous question being ordered on the amend- 
ment, on motion, it was adopted. 

K. P. Jervis moved an additional amendment, that 
all elections shall be by ballot. Carried. 

W. J. Paxson called for the previous question, 
which was ordered; and, on motion, the paper as 
amended was adopted. 

Luke Hitchcock moved, that when the Conference 
adjourn, it adjourn to meet at St. Paul’s Church at half 
past two P.M. Carried. 

H. T. Davis offered the following paper, which was 
adopted : 

Resolved, That the committee on this hall be requested to close 
the passage between tle orchestra railing and the first tier of seats. 

On motion, Conference adjourned with the benedic- 
tion by Rev. A. C. George, D.D. 


TUESDAY AFTERNOON, MAY 4. 


The Conference met, pursuant to adjournment, at St. 
Paul’s Methodist Episcopal Church, at half past two 
P.M., Bishop Wiley presiding. 

The religious services were conducted by William 
P. Stowe. 

The Journal of the morning session was read and 


approved. 
Bishop Wiley announced the Committee on Ecclesi- 
astical Code, as follows: é 


COMMITTEE ON ECCLESIASTICAL CODE. 


James M. Buckley, John Evans, 
William Lawrence, William 8. Prentice, 
William H. Olin, Alonzo Webster, 
Oliver H. Horton, William L. Harris, 


Daniel A. Whedon, Stephen M. Merrill, 
Edward G. Andrews. 


The Conference proceeded to the organization of 
the Standing Committees. 

On motion, it was ordered that the committees be 
permitted to retire for the purpose of organizing, and 
that each committee be temporarily presided over by 
a bishop. 
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The Committee on Episcopacy was organized by the 
election of Joseph M. Trimble, Chairman; B. St. James 
Fry, Secretary ; Charles O. Visher, Assistant Sec- 
retary. 

The Committee on Lay Representation retired, and 
was organized by the appointment of Edwin O. Stan- 
nard, Chairman, and William 8. Edwards, Secretary. 

The Committee on the Itinerancy retired, and was 
organized by the election of Daniel A. Whedon, Chair- 
man, and Isaac W. Joyce, Secretary. 

Henry Elliott, of the Cincinnati Conference, and 
Charles W. De Wolf, of the South Kansas Comtetensg, 
were announced as now present. 

The Committee on Missions retired, and was organized 
by the appointment of Charles H. Payne, Chairman, and 
James M. Thoburn, Secretary. 

The Committee on the Book Concern retired, and 
organized by electing Amos Shinkle, Chairman, and C. 
C. Stratton, Secretary. 

On motion of William J. Paxson, the chairmen of 
Standing Committees were appointed a committee to 
fix the time of meeting of the committees. 

John M. Reid moved that a special committee, to 
consist of seven, be appointed on the Scandinavian 
Work. 

William J. Paxson moved to lay the subject on the 


’ table, which motion was lost. 


Education, 


Sunday- 
schools. 


Chureh Ex- 
tension. 


Reyvisals. 


The previous question having been ordered, the ap- 
pointment of the committee was agreed to. 

The Committee on Education retired, and organized 
by electing E. O, Haven, Chairman, and Francis D 
Hemenway, Secretary. 

The Committee on Sunday-schools and Tracts re- 
tired, and organized by appointing Lewis Miller, Chair- 
man, and John W. Hoyt, Secretary. 

The Committee on Church Extension was organized 
as follows: Charles H. Fowler, Chairman, and William 
J. Paxson, Secretary. 

The Committee on Revisals retired, and was organ- 
ized as follows: Joseph Cummings, Chairman; Milton 
S. Terry, Secretary; and K. P. Jervis, Assistant Secre- 
tary. 
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The Committee on the State of the Church retired, 
and was organized by electing William H. Olin, Chair- 
man, and Horace Benton, Secretary. 

The Committee on Freedmen’s Aid retired, and was 
organized by appointing John P. Newman, Chairman, 
and Joseph C. Hartzell, Secretary. 

On motion, the Conference adjourned, with the bene- 
diction by Daniel Curry. 


WEDNESDAY MORNING, MAY 5, 


Conference met at nine o’clock. Bishop Merrill in the 
chair. The usual religious services were conducted by 
W. H. Olin. 

The following members, not heretofore present, were 
announced as having arrived: Moses T. Winton, John 
G. Eckman, and Lazarus D. Shoemaker, of the Wyo- 
ming Conference; Dudley J. Spaulding, of the West 
Wisconsin Conference; Robert M’Millen, of the Wis- 
consin Conference; Silas E. Quimby, of the New Hamp- 
shire Conference; Isaac N. Hall, of the Vermont Con- 
ference; and Clinton B. Fisk, of the New Jersey Con- 
ference. 

On motion, the rules were suspended to receive 
reports from commissions appointed by the last Gen- 
eral Conference. 

The Report of the Committee of Correspondence on 
Ecumenical Conference, was read by Rev. A. C. George, 
D.D., and William Swindells moved that the report be 
returned to the Committee for revision and reduction, 
but the motion was laid on the table. 

On motion of David 8. Monroe, the report was re- 
ceived and ordered to be printed in the Daily Advo- 
cate and other papers of our Church; and, on motion 
of Daniel Curry, it was also ordered to be printed in 
the Appendix to the General Conference Journal. [See 
Appendix, 2, page 419. 

Erastus O. Haven moved the reference of the report 
to the Committee on the State of the Church, and the 


motion prevailed. 
The Report of the Commission appointed at the last 
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General Conference to consider the subject of Lay 
Representation was read, as follows: 


LAY REPRESENTATION IN THE ANNUAL CONFERENCES, 


The committee whose report is herewith submitted have performed 
the duties assigned them under the following action of the General 
Conference of 1876: ' 

“The General Conference, on May 29, 1876, (see Journal, p. 334,) 
adopted the following resolutions, namely: 

“ Resolved, That the introduction of Lay Representation into the 
Annual Conferences is a question of very great importance, and that 
the interest it has awakened entitles it to serious consideration; 
therefore, 

“ Resolved, That the Bishops be requested to appoint a commission 
of five ministers and five laymen to consider the propriety of intro- 
ducing Lay Delegation into the Annual Conferences, and, if they deem 
it expedient; to report a plan to the next General Conference.” 

The commission appointed under this action of the General Confer- 
ence were: 

Revs. Lyttleton F. Morgan, D.D., Baltimore, Md.; Willard F. Mal- 
lalieu, D.D., Boston, Mass.; James M. Fuller, D.D., Detroit, Mich. ; 
Isaac F. King, London, Ohio; Moses Hill, D.D., Cleveland, Ohio; and 
Hons. John A. Wright, Philadelphia, Pa.;, John W. Ray, Indianapolis, 
Ind.; Oliver Hoyt, Stamford, Conn.; Chester D. Hubbard, Wheeling, 
W. Va.; Orrington Lunt, Chicago, Il. 

The commission assembled in New York city, at 805 Broadway, 
March 10, 1880. 

There were present Moses Hill, James M. Fuller, Isaac F. King, 
Willard F. Mallalieu, Chester D. Hubbard, and John A. Wright. 

The commission was organized by the choice of Chester D. Hub- 
bard for Chairman and Willard F. Mallalieu for Secretary. 


REPORT. 


The commission deem it due to themselves to say that they have 
had some difficulty in coming to the conclusions they have reached. 
The question has not been agitated or referred to to any great ex- 
tent in the Church papers, either editorially or otherwise. No plans or 
suggestions have been submitted to the commission except those 
which have originated with themselves. A very full discussion was 
had of the various reasons urged for and against the proposition, 
and the following plan is submitted as the best we can devise: 


PLAN. 


1. We recommend that each year, at the meeting of the District 
Stewards of each Presiding Elder’s District, Lay Delegates be chosen 
to the next ensuing Annual Conference, of which such districts form 
a part, in the ratio of one delegate to every six Quarterly Confer- 
ences included in such districts, and one additional delegate for a 
fraction of two thirds. 

2. We recommend that no layman shall be chosen a delegate to the 
Annual Conference who shall be under twenty-one years of age, or 
who shall not have been a member of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church in full connection for five consecutive years immediately pre- 
ceding such election. 


3. We recommend that in the Annual Conferences the ministers 
and lay delegates shall sit and deliberate together in one body, and 
that the lay delegates shall have power to speak on all questions 
coming before the Annual Conferences to which they are elected, 
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and to vote on all questions, except those affecting the conduct, char- 
ecter, and relations of traveling elders, and the election of ministerial 
delegates to the General Conference. 

C. D. HusBarpD, 

WILLARD F. MALLALIEU, 

Isaac F, Kine, 

Moses HI. 


I heartily approve the above report, with one exception, preferring 
in Art. 3, in lieu of the words “except those affecting the conduct, 
character, and relations,” to substitute the words “ministerial char- 
acter,” so that the article would read ‘and to vote on all questions 
except those referring to ministerial character.” 

Jonn A. WRIGHT. 


On motion, the report was received and referred to 
the Committee on Lay Representation. 

On motion of John M. Reid, the rules were suspended 
for the purpose of presenting the Reports of the Gen- 
eral Committee and of the Board of Church Extension, 
the General Missionary Committee, and the Agents of 
the Western Book Concern, which Reports were received 
and referred to appropriate committees. [See Appen- 
dix, 54, 55; 50, 48, pages 587, 590, 581, 560.] 

Daniel A. Whedon moved the appointment of a com- 
mittee of five on Fraternal Correspondence, which mo- 
tion prevailed. 

Leave to retire was granted the Committee on Fixing 
the times of Meeting of the Standing Committees. 

Cyrus D. Foss moved a suspension of the rules, in 
order to present the Report of the Fraternal Delegates 
to the Methodist Episcopal Church, South; the motion 
prevailed and he presented the Report, which was read, 
and, on motion, was ordered to be printed in the Daily 
Advocate. [See Appendia, 5, page 434. | 

On motion of George L. Curtiss, the rules were fur- 
ther suspended, and he presented the Report of T. H. 
Lynch, D.D., Fraternal Delegate to the Wesleyan Con- 
ference of America, which was accepted and ordered to 
be printed in the Daily Advocate, as follows: 

To the Bishops Presiding and to the General Conference of the Methodist 


Episcopal Church to meet in the City of Cincinnati on the first day of 
May, 1880: 


DEAR FATHERS AND BRETHREN—The Board of Bishops, acting un- 
der the authority of the General Conference of 1876, appointed me 
Fraternal Delegate to the General Conference of the Wesleyan Con- 
nection of America, which held its sessions in the town of Pittsford, 
in the State of Michigan, October 16, 1879. I attended that General 
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Conference, and presented my credentials. The President of the 
Conference immediately asked me the question whether or not I was 
a member of any secret society. Without recognizing his right to 
ask such a question, I frankly answered in the affirmative that I was 
a member of what he would call a secret society. Upon giving this 
answer, the President, Rev. Mr. Wardner, declined to introduce me 
to the Conference, or to give me any official recognition. In this re- 
fusal he was sustained by a majority of the Conference. Of course 
my mission was at once terminated, and I returned to my home and 
to my ministerial work. I consider the Board of Bishops and the 
General Conference fully competent to select their own agents, and 
to judge of their qualifications for the work assigned them, and deem 
it would be indelicate in me to indicate what action, if any, should be 
taken in the premises; I, therefore, without comment, make to your 
body this report of my fraternal visit to the Wesleyan Connection of 


America. Very respectfully, 
Tuomas H. Lync#. 


R. A. Caruthers moved to suspend the rules in order 
to appoint a committee of nine on Temporal Economy. 

J. M. Trimble moved to lay the motion to suspend 
on the table, which motion was lost. 

The motion to suspend the rules was lost, less than 
two thirds voting in the affirmative. 

Bishop Merrill now proceeded to call for memorials 
and petitions. 

Bishop Harris presented a memorial from C. W. 
Drees and others, missionaries in Mexico, asking for a 
Conference organization, which was referred to the 
Committee on Missions. 

Bishop Simpson presented a memorial from the Trust- 
ees of the Metropolitan Church in Washington City, 
which was referred to the Committee on the State of 
the Church. 


CENTRAL ILLINOIS. 


F. M. Chaffee presented a memorial from William 
M. Clark, asking for uniformity in the administration 
of baptism, which was referred to the Committee on 
Revisals. 

He also presented a memorial from Macomb District, 
asking modification in ministerial support, which was 
referred to the Committee on the State of the Church. 


CENTRAL NEW YORK. 


B. Shove presented the petition of W. Reddy and 
six others, relating to the Cazenovia Seminary, which 


_ was referred to the Committee on Book Concern. 


1880.] Journal of the General Conference. 


CENTRAL OHIO. 


Leroy A. Belt presented the memorial of the Confer- 
ence asking for an elective presiding eldership, which 
was referred to the Committee on Itinerancy. 

He also presented a memorial from the Toledo Dis- 
trict Conference asking that the holding ‘of District 
Conferences be made mandatory, which was referred to 
the Committee on Itinerancy. 


CENTRAL PENNSYLVANIA. 

J. C. Clarke presented a memorial of the Central 
Pennsylvania Conference against the extension of the 
pastoral term, which was referred to the Committee on 
Itinerancy. 

Wm. W. Evans presented a memorial from the same 
Conference concerning the appointment of women as 
stewards, which was referred to the Committee on 
Revisals. 

S. C. Swallow presented a petition of J. B. Akers re- 
lating to lesson helps, which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Revisals. 


CENTRAL TENNESSEE. 
O. O. Knight presented a memorial, signed by M. T. 
Brown and two others, on division of the Tennessee 
Conference, which was referred to the Committee on 


Boundaries. 
He also presented the memorial of the Central Ten- 


nessee Conference with reference to supplying the white 
Sunday-schools of the South with aid, which was re- 
ferred to the Freedmen’s Aid Society. 


CHICAGO GERMAN. 


GC. A. Loeber presented a memorial from the Mil- 
waukee District Conference concerning Conference 
lines, which was referred to the Committee on Bound- 
aries. 

He also presented a memorial from the same District 
Conference in reference to German publications, which 
was referred to the Committee on Book Concern. 


CINCINNATI. 
W. L. Hypes presented a petition from the Sinking 
Springs Charge, signed by M. P. Zink and four others, 
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on the subject of Conference Boundaries, which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Boundaries. 


DETROIT. 

J. S. Smart presented the petition of S. Reed and 
nine others, from Corunna Charge, concerning Church 
letters, which was referred to the Committee on Revisals. 

W. H. Shier presented the memorial of the Methodist 
Publishing Company, concerning appointing an editor 
for their paper, which was referred to the Committee 
on Book Concern. 

FOOCHOW. 

S. L. Baldwin presented a memorial from the Chinese 
missionaries against the election of a Missionary Bishop, 
which was referred to the Committee on Episcopacy. 


GEORGIA. 

E. Q. Fuller presented a memorial from the Georgia 
Conference concerning the state of the work in the 
South, which was referred to the Committee on the 
State of the Church. 

HOLSTON. 

John F. Spence presented a memorial from the Hol- 
ston Conference relating to educational work in the 
South, which was referred to the Committee on Freed- 
men’s Aid Society. 

ILLINOIS. 

W. R. Goodwin presented a petition from T. J. N. 
Simmons and nine others, for a uniform system of 
finance and a financial plan, which was referred to the 
Committee on Revisals. 


KENTUCKY. 


J. D. Walsh presented a memorial from the Ken- 
tucky Conference in relation to Lay Representation in 
Annual Conferences, which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Lay Representation. 


LEXINGTON. 


EK. W. 8S. Hammond presented a memorial from the 
Lexington Conference concerning boundaries, which 
was referred to the Committee on Boundaries. 
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LOUISIANA. 


Graham Bell presented a memorial from the New 
Orleans Preachers’ Meeting against a change in the ap- 
pointment of Presiding Elders, and against extension 
of pastoral term, which was referred to the Committee 
on Itinerancy. 

MAINE. 

Ammi S. Ladd presented the petition of E. Martin, 
and others regarding the subject of boundaries, which 
was referred to the Committee on Boundaries. 


MICHIGAN. 


John M. Reid presented the resolutions of the Mis- 
sionary Board concerning the Jubilee of Foreign Mis- 
sions, which was referred to the Committee on Missions, 


MINNESOTA. 

D. C. John presented a memorial from the Minne- 
sota Conference asking for additional legislation upon 
church and parsonage building, which was referred to 
the Committee on Revisals. 

J. F. Chaffee presented the action of the same Con- 
ference, embodying a resolution asking for the organiz- 
ation of the Norwegian work into a separate Annual 
Conference; referred to Committee on Boundaries. 

He also presented a memorial of E. R. Lathrop, 
asking the doing away with the six months’ probation 
in order to membership in the Church, which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Revisals. 


NEBRASKA. 

T. B. Lemon presented a memorial of Kearney Dis- 
trict Ministerial Association, and the Presiding Elders 
of the several districts of Nebraska Conference, asking 
the formation of a mission district comprising the fron- 
tier part of the Kearney District, which was referred to 
the Committee on Missions. 


NEW ENGLAND. 


Wm. Butler presented the petition of the New En- 
gland Conference asking for the publication of an index 
to the Methodist Quarterly Review, which was referred 


to the Committee on Book Concern. : 


lad 
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He also presented the petition of the New England 
Conference asking for legislation in regard to camp- 
meetings, which was referred to the Committee on the 
State of the Church. 


NEW HAMPSHIRE. 


S. E. Quimby presented the memorial of the New 
Hampshire Conference asking for the publication of an 
index volume of the Methodist Quarterly Review, which 
was referred to the Committee on Book Concern. 

G. J. Judkins presented the memorial of the New 
Hampshire Women’s Christian Temperance Union, on 
the subject of temperance, which was referred to the 
Committee on Temperance. 


NEW YORK. 


A. K. Sanford presented the action of the New York 
Conference in reference to the National Repository, 
which was referred to the Committee on the Book 
Concern. 

NEW YORK EAST. 

D. A. Goodsell presented the memorial of the New 
York East Conference.on pastoral term, which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Itinerancy. 

Daniel Curry presented the memorial of the New 
York Preachers’ Meeting, on keeping records of mem- 
bers of the Church, which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Revisals. 

George I. Seney presented the memorial of John 
Truslow, President of “ Brooklyn Society to Promote 
the more Effective Working of the Methodist Itiner- 
ancy,” which was referred to the Committee on Itin- 
erancy. 

NORTH CAROLINA. 

W. W. Morgan presented the petition of the North 
Carolina Conference on changes of boundaries, which 
was referred to the Committee on Boundaries. 


NORTHERN NEW YORK. 


L. D. White presented the petition of South-street 
Church, Utica, N. Y., relating to the mortgaging of 
churches, which was referred to the Committee on 
Revisals. 
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NORTH INDIA. 


E. Cunningham presented the memorial of the North 
India and South India Conferences in reference to the 
interests of the Church in India, which was referred to 
the Committee on Missions. 


NORTH INDIANA. 


A. Marine presented the memorial of North Indiana 
Conference relating to the claim of superannuated 
preachers, and it was referred to the Committee on 
Itinerancy. 

Marmaduke H. Mendenhall presented a memorial 
from the North Indiana Conference concerning the 
Book Concern, which was referred to the Committee 
on Book Concern. 

He also presented a memorial concerning the reduc- 
tion of railroad fares for the Bishops, which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Book Concern. 


NORTH-WEST INDIANA. 


James W. Greene presented a financial plan, prepared 
by J. A. Clearwaters, which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Revisals. 


NORTH-WEST IOWA. 


J. R. Lemon presented a petition of L. Willson and 
one hundred and thirty-nine others asking for changes 
of boundaries, which was referred to the Committee on 
Boundaries. 

He also presented a petition of G. M. Pendell and 
forty-three others asking for a change of boundaries, 
which was referred to the Committee on Boundaries. 

He also presented the petition of M. B. Keister and 
thirteen others asking for a change of boundaries, 
which was referred to the Committee on Boundaries. 

He also presented the petition of G. W. Southwell 
and thirty-two others asking for a change of bounda- 
ries, which was referred to the Committee on Boundaries. 

He also presented the resolution of the Storm Lake 
Quarterly Conference asking for a change in paragraph 
191 of Discipline, which was referred to the Committee 
on Revisals. 
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NORTH-WEST SWEDISH. 


A. J. Anderson presented a petition, signed by A. J. 
Anderson and J. H. Ekstrand, in reference to Swedish 
publications, which was referred to the Committee on 
Book Concern. 

He also presented a petition from the Swedish Church 
at Jamestown, in reference to change of Conference 
relations, signed by Alfred Anderson and thirty-nine 
others, which was referred to the Committee on Bound- 


aries. 
NORWAY. 

M. Hansen presented the memorial of the Norway 
Conference on its own work, which was referred to the 
Committee on Missions. 

OHIO. 

Isaac F,. King presented the action of the Ohio Con- 
ference, requesting the General Conference to express 
their judgment on certain matters, which was referred 


to the Committee on Itinerancy. 

He also presented a paper from the Presiding Elders 
of the Ohio and Cincinnati Conferences relating to 
boundaries, which was referred to the Committee on 
Boundaries. 

PHILADELPHIA. 


Henry W. Warren presented a memorial from the 


Philadelphia Conference asking a change in the Dis- 


cipline on the subject of transfers, which was referred to 
the Committee on Itinerancy. 

He also presented a memorial from the same Confer- 
ence asking a board of location of churches for each 
district in every Conference, which was referred to the 
Committee on Itinerancy. 

He also presented a memorial from the same Confer- 
ence on the non-necessity of suspending the Restrictive 
Rules to allow Annual Conferences to determine the 
number of Presiding Elders’ Districts, which was referred 
to the Committee on Itinerancy. 

William J. Paxson presented a memorial from South 
Philadelphia District Conference in relation to District 
Conferences, which was referred to the Committee on 
Itinerancy. 
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William Swindells presented a memorial asking the 
position of a preacher remanded for a new trial, which 
was referred to the Committee on Revisals. 

George Cummins presented a memorial from E, L. 
Martin and two hundred and thirty others in relation 
to change of boundaries, which was referred to the 
Committee on Boundaries. 


PITTSBURGH. 

Thomas N. Boyle presented the petition of J. H. 
Diehl and six others, from Georgetown Charge, Pitts- 
burgh Conference, relating to the division of the Con- 
ference, which was referred to the Committee on 
Boundaries. 

He also presented the petition of Wellsburgh Charge, 
of the same Conference, signed by W. C. Barclay and 
eleven others, on the same subject, which was referred 
to the Committee on Boundaries. 


PROVIDENCE. 

H. D. Robinson presented a memorial from Provi- 
dence Conference on the State of the Church, which was 
referred to, the Committee on that subject. 

George M. Eddy presented the action of the Providence 
Lay Electoral Conference on a conference in the State 
of Connecticut, which was referred to the Committee 
on Boundaries. 

M. J. Talbot presented the action of the Providence 
Conference on a Connecticut Conference, which was 
referred to the Committee on Boundaries. 

He also presented the action of the Providence Con- 
ference on change of name of New England Conference, 
which was referred to the Committee on Boundaries. 


SOUTH-EAST INDIANA. 

George L. Curtiss presented the memorial of the 
Methodist Preachers’ Meeting of Indianapolis, on the 
expediency of selling Methodist publications on the 
subscription plan, which was referred to the Committee 
‘on Book Concern. 

He also presented a resolution of the South-east In- 
diana Conference relating to paying expenses of rep- 
resentatives of Annual Conferences, which was referred 


_to the Committee on Revisals. _ 
Z— z= j ri — 
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SOUTHERN CENTRAL. 

T. W. Smith presented the petition of the Lay Elect- 
oral Conference of the Southern Central Conference 
for the extension of boundaries, which was referred to 
the Committee on Boundaries. 

William G. Matton presented the petition of himself 
and ten others for the extension of boundaries, which 
was referred to the Committee on Boundaries. 


SOUTHERN ILLINOIS. 

T. H. Herdman presented the action of the South- 
ern Illinois Conference, relating to receiving women into 
the Conferences, ordaining, etc., which was referred to 
the Committee on Itinerancy. 

John W. Locke presented the memorial of Mulberry 
Grove and Pocahontas Circuit, relating to local preach- 
ers, which was referred to the Committee on the State 
of the Church. 

SWEDEN. 

B. A. Carlson presented a paper signed by C. P. 
Larson and three others concerning our work in Swe- 
den, which was referred to the Committee on Scandi- 
nayian Work. 

TROY. 

Joseph Hillman presented a petition from the Lay 
Electoral Conference against changing the rule limiting 
the pastoral term, which was referred to the Commit- 
tee on Itinerancy. 

H. M. Seely presented the memorial of the Lay Elect- 
oral Conference of the Troy Conference, asking that 
no change be made in its boundaries, which was referred 
to the Committee on Boundaries. 


UTAH. 
Thomas C. Iliff presented the action of the Utah 
Conference, asking the organization of a mission dis- 
trict, which was referred to the Committee on Missions. 


VIRGINIA. 


E. P. Phelps presented a memorial from the Virginia 
Conference concerning its boundaries, which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Boundaries. 
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WASHINGTON. 

Henry A. Carroll presented a memorial from the 
Washington Conference concerning the election of a 
Bishop of African descent, which was referred to the 
Committee on Episcopacy. 


WEST WISCONSIN. 

W. Hamilton presented the petition of Rev. A. Brun- 
son, D.D., on distribution of the proceeds of the Book 
Concern and Chartered Fund, which was referred to 
the Committee on Itinerancy. 

James Lawson presented the decision of a joint com- 
mission on boundaries, which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Boundaries. 

William Haw presented a petition relating to the 
appointment of women as stewards, which was referred 
to the Committee on Revisals. 

He also presented a petition, signed by Daniel Cling- - 
man and twenty-seven others, relating to insuring 
Church property, which was referred to the Commit- 
tee on Church Extension. 


WISCONSIN. 

J. H. Johnson presented petitions from the Quarterly 
Conferences of the Norwegian Mission Districts for the 
organization of an Annual Conference, which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Boundaries. 

He also presented a petition of the Norwegian Meth- 
odist preachers of the North-west for the organization 
of an Annual Conference, which was referred to the 
Committee on Boundaries. 

He also presented a petition of the Norwegian Meth- 
odist preachers of the North-west asking for aid in 
publishing their weekly paper, which was referred to 
the Committee on the Book Concern. 

L. N. Wheeler presented petition of N. J. Aplin, 
pastor, and nine members, asking for either the station- 
ing of Presiding Elders or for greatly enlarged dis- 
tricts, which was referred to the Committee on Itiner- 
ancy. 

He also presented the petition of Elkhorn Charge, 
Wisconsin Conference, signed by N. J. Aplin and nine 
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others, relating to Church members joining secret so- 
cieties, which was referred to the Committee on the 
State of the Church. 

W. P. Stowe presented the petition of E. B. Cum- 
mings relating to sacramental wine, which was referred 
to the Committee on Revisals. 

He also presented the petition of S. Reynolds relat- 
ing to the American Bible Society, which was referred 
to the Committee on the American Bible Society. 


WYOMING. 

D. Copeland presented a memorial from the Wyo- 
ming Conference against electing Presiding Elders, 
which was referred to the Committee on Itinerancy. 

M. T. Winton presented the memorial of the Wyo- 
ming Lay Electoral Conference relating to changing 
basis of representation in the General Conference, which 


. was referred to the Committee on Revisals. 
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J. M. Reid moved that resolutions to be referred un- 
der the call shall be indicated by their titles on the 
General. Conference Journal, the same as in case of 
memorials and petitions, and that they be printed in 
the Daily Advocate. : 

Job A. Price moved to lay the motion on the table, 
which motion prevailed. 

On motion the rules were suspended to allow the 
presentation of the Report of the Fraternal Delegate to 
the Reformed Episcopal Church. The report was re- 
ceived, and ordered to be printed in the Daily Chris- 
tian Advocate. [See Appendix, 40, page 523.] 

J. M. Walden, rising to a question of privilege, 
moved that the Secretary of the Conference appoint a 
minister, not a member of the body, as Railroad Secre- 
tary. Rey. H. C. Weakley was appointed. 

The call was then made for resolutions. 


CENTRAL ILLINOIS. 
F. M. Chaffee offered the following, which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Itinerancy: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Itinerancy be instructed to inquire 
into the propriety of so amending the Discipline, paragraph 203, sec- 
tion 3, so as to read when amended as follows: 

“And if the accused be a superannuated or supernumerary preacher, 
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living out of the bounds of the Conference of which he is a mem- 
ber, in such a sense as to be beyond a convenient oversight of any of the Pre- 
siding Hilders of his own Conference, he shall be held responsible to the 
Annual Conference within whose bounds he may reside, who shall 
have power to try, acquit, suspend, locate, or expel him in the same 
manner as if he were a inember of the same Conference.” 


CENTRAL OHIO. 


Alexander Harmount offered the following, which 
was referred to the Committee on Revisals: 


Zesolved, That the Committee on Itinerancy be instructed to inquire 
into the expediency of amending the Discipline, part ii, chapter ii, 
pages 58 to 65, paragraphs 85 to 92, so as to do away with District 
Conferences, and that the privileges and powers of the said District 
Conferences shall revert to the Quarterly Conferences. 


CENTRAL PENNSYLVANIA. 
D. 8. Monroe offered the following: 


Resolved, That a special committee of three be appointed to pre- 
pare and submit to the Conference a form for reporting Annual and 
General Conference statistics, to whom all papers on the subject 
shall be referred. 


It was moved to refer it to the Committee on Reyvis- 
als, which motion was lost. 

Then to refer it to the Committee on Itinerancy, 
which motion was laid on the table. 

The resolution was then adopted. 


DETROIT. 


James S. Smart offered the following paper, which 
was read and referred to the Committee on Education: 


Whereas, We have a fund in the hands of the Board of Education 
amounting to something over $100,000, and constantly increasing, 
including the Sunday-school Children’s Fund, originated during the 
centenary of American Methodism, whose interest should, according 
to the design of the donors, be appropriated to aid in educating young 
men for the ministry, meritorious Sunday-school scholars, and other 
needy and worthy young persons seeking an education, and to aid 
biblical, theological, and other schools of learning under the patron- 
age of our Church: } ; : é : 

Whereas, The Freedmen’s Aid Society is doing precisely this work 
in the South, and its beneficiaries have as valid a claim upon this 
-fund as any persons at the North; and, a : 

Whereas, It is impracticable to organize and maintain in the high- 
est state of efficiency two distinct educational societies throughout 
the whole Church, while one thoroughly organized and worked in 
the interest of every section of our field, making no distinction on 
account of race or color, or previous condition of servitude, might 
achieve the highest success and secure more funds than both do 
now; and, : 3 

Whereas, The union of the Board of Education with the Freed- 
men’s Aid Society under one organization, comprehending all our 
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educational work above referred to, would put all our children and 
youth needing aid upon one platform, banishing all ideas of caste, and 
all other invidious distinctions, and would bring alike into our 
Churches and Sunday-schools the claims of all; therefore, 

Resolved, 1. That the Committee on Education is requested to in- 
quire into the expediency of conducting all the educational work now 
performed by the Board of Education and the Freedmen’s Aid Socie- 
ty, under one organization, the permanent fund now in the hands of 
the Board, with its accumulations, serving as an endowment for this 
general society. 

Resolved, 2. That should the Committee deem it expedient to con- 
duct our educational work under one general society, as above sug- 
gested, it is requested to report a form of organization for adoption 
by this body... 


He also offered the following, which was read and re- 
ferred to the Committee on the Book Concern: 


Whereas, The sixth Restrictive Rule reads as follows, to wit: 
“They [the General Conference] shall not appropriate the produce of 
the Book Concern, nor of the Chartered Fund, to any purpose other 
than for the benefit of the traveling, supernumerary, superannuated or 
worn-out preachers, their wives, widows, and children,” and para- 
graph 335, page 196, in the Book of Discipline, reads as follows, to 
wit: ‘The profits arising from the Book Concern, after a sufficient 
capital to carry on the business is retained, shall be regularly applied 
to the support of the deficient traveling preachers, and their families, 
the widows and orphans of preachers, etc. The Book Agents shall 
every year send forward to each Annual Conference an account of 
the dividend which the several Annual Conferences may draw that 
year, and each Conference may draw for its proportionate part on 
any person who has book money in hand, and the drafts, with the 
receipt of the Conference thereon, shall be sent to the Book Agents 
and be placed to the credit of:the person who paid the same;” and, 

Whereas, The net profits of the Book Concern for the last four 
years have been some two hundred thousand dollars, not one dollar 
of which has gone to the proper beneficiaries, many of whom are in 
extreme poverty, suffering for the necessaries of life; and, 

Whereas, Such utter disregard of the law of the Church and of the 
rights of the poor, and such strange diversion of these funds from 
their intended and stipulated use, tends to break down all Church au- 
thority, and to create a general disregard for contracts and obliga- 
tions; therefore, i 
_ Resolved, That the Committee on the Book Concern be, and is hereby. 
instructed to report to this body at the earliest practicable moment 
the following: 

1. A statement of the gross income of the Book Concern for the 
last four years. 

2. A detailed bill of items, showing what has been consumed in 
legitimate current expenses. 

3. A statement of all other amounts paid out, and for what 
purposes. 

4, What, if any thing, is now due to the traveling, supernumerary, 
superannuated or worn-out preachers, their wives, widows and: 
children. : 

5. What legislation, if any, is necessary to secure the honest and 
faithful observance of the sixth Restrictive Rule, and paragraph 335 
of the Discipline. ¥ 


William H. Shier offered the following, which was 
referred to the Committee on Itinerancy: 
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Fesolved, That the Committee on Itinerancy be requested to inquire 
into and report touching the expediency of so amending the Disci- 
pline as to provide for the receiving of persons into the Church with- 
out probation, when such persons ‘give good evidence of conversion 
and willingness to conform to our doctrines and Discipline. ~ 


He also offered the following, which was referred to 
the Committee on Itinerancy: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Itinerancy be and is hereby request- 
ed to consider and report on the propriety of so amending the Dis- 
cipline as to provide for the licensing of women, members of our 
Church, and otherwise qualified, as local preachers. 


He also offered the following, which was referred to 
the Committee on Itinerancy: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Itinerancy be and is hereby re- 
quested to inquire into and report concerning the feasibility of so 
amending the Discipline as that women, members of our Church, may 
be eligible to the offices of class-leaders, stewards, and approved as 
Sunday-school superintendents, and so members of our Quarterly 
Conferences. 


He also offered the following, which was referred to 
the Committee on Temperance. 


Resolved, That the Committee on Temperance be requested to in- 
quire into and report concerning the feasibility of so amending the 
Discipline as to provide for the organizing our Churches into tem- 
perance societies, under such rules and regulations as the Quarterly 
Conference or the leaders and stewards’ meeting may agree upon. 


FLORIDA. 


Samuel B. Darnell offered the following, which was 
referred to the Committee on Boundaries. 


Whereas, That section of the State of Florida lying west of the 
Apalachicola River has no direct public communication with that 
portion of the State now occupied by the Florida Annnal Confer- 
ence, and in all probability will so remain for years to come, and, 

Whereas, The Alabama Conference, whose work is adjacent to it, 
has already several charges within the territory above named, 
which is now included within the bounds of the Florida Conference; 
therefore, 

Resolved, That the boundary of said Florida Conference be so 
amended as to include the State of Florida, excepting that poruon 
lying west of the Apalachicola River. 

Resolwed, That the boundary of Alabama Conference be enlarged to 
include and have under its jurisdiction this said section of Florida. 


On motion Rev. D. J. Starr was invited to assist the 
committee in preparing the Conference Manual. 

J. C. Hartzell moved that the chairman of each dele- 
gation hand to the Secretary, before adjournment, the 
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names in full of each member of his delegation and the 
number of the seat occupied by the same. Carried. 

On motion of M. J. Talbot, it was ordered that the 
Journals of the several Conferences be referred to the 
Committee on Itinerancy for examination. 

On motion of T. L. Flood, it was ordered that the 
time and place of meeting of the several standing com- 
mittees be printed in the Daily Advocate. 

On motion of M. J. Talbot, the call of the Confer- 
ences was suspended for the remainder of the morning 
session. 

Amos Shinkle presented the following invitation to 
the Conference to visit the Zoological Garden; which, 
on motion, was accepted with thanks, and A. Shinkle 
appointed to consummate arrangements for the visit. 


CryoinnaTl, May 4, 1880. 
Hon. PRESIDENT AND MEMBERS OF THE METHODIST CONFERENCE. 


By unanimous vote of the directors of the Zoological Society of 
Cincinnati, I am directed to invite your honorable body to visit the 
Zoological Garden, at such a date as may suit your convenience. 
This invitation includes every delegate and member of your Con- 
ference. Should you accept, which I hope you will, please notify 
how many tickets you will need, or appoint some one to con- 
fer with me, and adopt such other plans as may be most agreeable 
to you. Very respectfully, 


FLORENCE MARMET, 
President Zoological Society. 


The following invitation to visit the Lane Theolog- 
ical Seminary, was, on motion, accepted with thanks. 


The members of the General Conference are cordially invited to 
visit the Lane Theological Seminary during their stay in Cincinnati. 
A special invitation is extended to attend the closing exercises of the 
seminary to-day and to-morrow, (Wednesday and Thursday, 5th 
and 6th inst.) 

Those coming after the close of the session (to-morrow) are re- 
quested to call upon any member of the faculty residing on the 
grounds, who will take pleasure in extending to them the hospitalities 
of the institution. 

The seminary may be reached by the Gilbert Avenue line of street- 
ears, corner of Fourth and Walnut-streets; or, by the Mt. Adams 
and Eden Park line running east along Fifth-street. 

In behalf of the faculty, 
Lu. J. Evans, Clerk. 


The following invitation to attend the National Con- 
ference of Charities and Correction, at Cleveland, Ohio, 
was received, and referred to the Committee on Cor- 
respondence: 
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CONFERENCE OF CHARITIES, MANSFIELD, O., May 4, 1880. 
Rev. G. W. Wooprurr, SECRETARY. 

DEAR SiR: I inclose invitation to members of Uonference, or to 
such as its constituted authorities may designate, to attend the Na- 
tional Conference of Charities and Correction at Cleveland, in June 
next. 

Those of us who are engaged officially in the care of our public 
benevolent, reformatory, and penal institutions, realize most pro- 
foundly the need of a more active interest in those institutions from 
the public at large, and especially from the Christian publie. 

The public care of the poor, the afflicted, and the helpless, and all 
amelioration in the treatment of the criminal classes, is an outgrowth 
of Christianity, and we feel that the Churches should not grow apa- 
thetic in this great and good work. 

Please call the attention of your Bishops to this subject, and re- 
quest such action as they may deem advisable. 

Very respectfully, 
R. BRINKERHOFF, Pres’t Conf. 


Francis 8. Hoyt offered the following resolution, 
which was laid on the table: 


‘Resolved, That there be a special committee of thirteen appointed 
by the Bishops, of which one of the Bishops shall be the chairman, 
to take into consideration and report on the subject of General Con- 

_terence Districts. : 


The Conference adjourned with the benediction by 
Werter R. Davis. 


THURSDAY MORNING, MAY 6. 


Conference met at nine A.M., Bishop Andrews pre- 
siding. 

George S. Hare conducted the religious services. 

Journal of yesterday’s session was read and approved. 

The following members were announced as being in 
their seats, who were not heretofore present: Samuel 
S. Dreher, of the Philadelphia Conference; Will Cum- 
back, first reserve lay delegate of the South-east Indiana 
Conference, in place of John R. Goodwin, deceased; 
Luke H. Goodrich, first reserve lay delegate of the Cen- 
tral Illinois Conference, in place of William Jackson; 
Charles F. Scott, second reserve lay delegate of the 
West Virginia Conference, in place of H. C. M’Whor- 
ter; William Rule, of the Holston Conference; Royal 
D. Cone, of the Minnesota Conference; and Madison O. 
Heath, of the Vermont Conference. 

John Lanahan presented the following resolution, 
which, on motion, was adopted: 
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Resolwed, That hereafter all corrections of the roll of the Confer- 
ence and changes in members of committees shall be presented to 
the Secretary in writing, in order that he may make correction in the 
interim of the sessions of the General Conference. 


Bishop Harris announced the names of the Com- 
mittee on Rules of Order, namely: 2 


COMMITTEE ON RULES OF ORDER. 


[1880. 


ee 


District. Conference. 
I. Benjamin 8S. Arey, East Maine. 
II. Daniel Curry, New York East. 
III. Sandford Hunt, Genesee. 
IV. Theodore L. Flood, Erie. 
V. William F. Butler, Delaware. 
VI. Park S. Donelson, Central Ohio. 
VII. William Rule, Holston. 
VIII. William H. Hunter, Central Illinois. , 
IX. William Hamilton, West Wisconsin. 
X. Philip G. Gillett, Tllinois. 
XI. David Tuthill, California. 
XII. Christian A. Loeber, Chicago German. 
At large, Waitman T. Willey, West Mir ginia. 


On motion, it was ordered that the first- named per- 
son on committees call the committee together. 
The call for resolutions and miscellaneous business 


was taken up. 
FOOCHOW. 


Stephen L. Baldwin presented the following resolu- 
tion, which was referred to the Committee on Lay 
Representation: 


Resolved, That the following resolution, passed by the Foochow 
Annual Conference, October 28, 1879, be referred to the Committee 
on Lay Delegation in Annual Conferences: 

“ Resolved, That our delegate to the General Conference be instruct- 
ed to present to that body our desire that the plan of lay delegation 
in Annual Conferences be carried into effect as soon as feasible, be- 
lieving that such representation would be very beneficial to the work 
in China.” 


He also presented the following resolution, and 
moved its adoption: 


Whereas, The year 1880 is the centenary of the Robert Raikes 
Sunday-school movement; and, 
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Whereas, The Bishops and the Board of Managers of the Sunday- 
School Union of the Methodist Episcopal Chur ch have requested our 
Sunday-schools to observe Sunday, May 30, 1880, as a special me- 
morial day; therefore, 

Resolved, That this General Conference heartily approves the recom- 
mendation, and joins in the request. 


On motion of John Lanahan, it was referred to the 
Committee on Sunday-Schools and Tracts. 


GENESEE. 
Kasimer P. Jervis presented the following resolution, 
which was referred to the Committee on Revisals: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Revisals be instructed to inquire 
and report concerning the propriety of amending paragraph 54, sec- 
tions 3 and 4, by inserting after the words which provide for the read- 
ing of the Scriptures in public worship the words, ‘responsively or 
otherwise,” so as to authorize the responsive reading of God’s word 
in our congregations. 


De Witt C. Huntington presented the following 
resolution, which was referred to the Committee on 


Revisals: 


Whereas, Section 1 of paragraph 58 of the Discipline requires class- 
leaders to report the condition of their respective classes at each 
Quarterly Conference, but does not indicate either the substance or 
the form of such report: therefore, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Reyisals be and hereby are in- 
structed to inquire into the propriety of adding to said section the 
following form for such reports, so that the whole section shall read 
thus: 

Let a report of the condition of his class be presented by the leader 
at each Quarterly Conference, which report shall embrace the follow- 
ing items, namely: 1. The number in the class who are members in 
full connection. 2. The number of probationers. 3. The average 
attendance during the quarter. 4. Number of visits made by the 
leader. 5. The general condition of the class. 


He also offered the following resolution, which was 
referred to the Committee on Revisals: 


Whereas, The questions: “‘ Are there any Complaints?” occurring 
in items 1, 2, and 3 of parag raph 97 of the Discipline, which describes 
the order of business in Quarterly Conferences, is variously under- 
stood by different administrators; therefore, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Revisals be and hereby are in- 
' structed to inquire into the propriety of preparing an explanatory 
note which shall set forth the classes of complaints called for, by, or 
admissible, under this question, the same to be published in connec- 
tion with said paragraph of the Discipline. 


ILLINOIS. 
W.H. Webster presented the following resolution, 


which was referred to the Committee on Itinerancy: 


Whereas, We regard the labors of women in public as in accord 
with Bible precedent, and an important factor in securing the ad- 
vance of the Redeemer’s kingdom; and, 
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' Whereas, Methodism has ever advocated the principles of follow- 
ing the leadings of Providence in the shaping of her polity; and, 

Whereas, There are indications that women should have some 
authorization for public labors beyond what they have formerly re- 
ceived from our Church; therefore, 

Resolved, That there ‘be instituted in the Church the office of 
deaconess, to which women of the Church may be eligible, and to 
which they may be chosen in the same manner as local preachers, 
which office shall give the incumbent authority for the work of re- 
ligious instruction in the Church. 


Philip G. Gillett presented the following resolution, 
which was referred to the Committee on the Book 
Concern: 


Resolved, That the chairman and secretary of the Book Committee 
be and are hereby instructed to furnish the Committee on the Book 
Concern the records of all their transactions during the last four 
years, together with copies of all reports, whether general, special, 
private, or otherwise, which have been rendered to them by the 
Book Agents at New York and Cincinnati during the same time. 


He also offered the following resolution, which was 
referred to the Committee on the Book Concern: 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Book Concern be and is here- 
by instructed to inquire into the practicability and expediency of 
consolidating the publishing interests of the Church, and uniting 
them under one management, and report to this General Conference 
at the earliest date practicable. 


INDIANA. 


John J..Hight presented the following resolution, 
which was referred to the Committee on Revisals: 


Resolved, That the Committee on the State of the Church be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of modifying or abolishing 
our system of receiving members on probation. 


Joseph S. Woods presented the following, which was 
referred to the Committee on Itinerancy: 


Resolved, That the Committee on the State of the Church be in- 
structed to take into consideration the propriety of abolishing Dis- 
trict Conferences. 

I. Taylor presented the following resolution, which 
was referred to the Committee on Revisals, 


Resolved, That the Committee on Revivals be instructed to con- 
sider the propriety of so changing the Discipline as to render invalid 
Church certificates of membership which are not presented within 
twelve months after the date of their issue. 


L. C. Queal moved that all papers concerning District 
Conferences be referred to the Committee on Itinerancy, 
and the motion prevailed. 


1880.] Journal of the General Conference. 


IOWA. 


I. A. Bradrick presented the following, which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Revisals: 


Fesolved, That the Discipline be so changed ag to allow the ap- 
pointment of women as stewards in the Church. 


John W. M’Donald presented the following: 


Resolved, 1. That a committee of thirteen, one from each General 
Conference District and one at large, be appointed to take into con- 
sideration the legislative department of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church. The duty of said committee shall be to inquire into and 
report upon, if possible, some improved method of Church legislation ; 
and, also, report upon the practicability and desirableness of dividing 
the General Conference into two legislative houses. 

Resolved, 2. That one of the Bishops be requested to act as chair- 
man of said committee. 


After discussion, John Lanahan moved the previous 


question, which was carried, and the resolution adopted. | 


John W. M’Donald presented the following, which 
was referred to the Committee on Boundaries. 


Resolved, That the north boundary line of the Iowa Conference be 
so changed that paragraph 419 of the Discipline, instead of reading 
“Thence on the south line of Marshall County due east to Iowa 
River, thence down said river to lowa City, thence on the Chicago, 
Rock Island, and Pacific Railroad to’ Davenport, leaving Davenport 
and lowa City in the Upper Iowa Conference, and all intermediate 
towns in the Iowa Conference,”’ shall read, Thence on the south line 
of Marshall County due east to the Mississippi River. 


KANSAS. 


Richard A. Caruthers moved the adoption of the fol- 
lowing resolution: 


Whereas, The vagueness of the Discipline upon the subject of 
finance, especially in defining the duty of stewards, is such as to 
leave it uncertain as to what the duties and responsibilities of such 
officers are: therefore, 

Resolved, That the Bishops be and hereby are instructed to appoint 
a committee of one minister and one layman from each General Con- 
ference District, and one from the Church at large, said committee to 
be called the Committee on Temporal Economy, to which shall be 
referred all papers bearing upon subjects connected with ministerial 
support. Said committee to report at as early a date as possible a 
uniform and practicable system of finances. 


Luke C. Queal moved its reference to the Committee 
on the State of the Church, with instructions to report 
at early day. 

R. A. Caruthers moved to lay the motion of L. C, 


Queal on the table, which motion was lost. 
8 
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After further discussion the motion to lay on the 
table was renewed and prevailed. 

On motion of Jos. M. Carr, the previous question 
was ordered, and the resolution was adopted. 

R. A. Caruthers also offered the following resolution, 
which was referred to the Committee on Church Ex- 
tension. 


Whereas, The constantly-increasing extent of Western frontier 
country requires the building of a very great number of Churches, 
and, 

Whereas, The financial condition of the homestead settlers will 
admit of the building of none but such of the plainest and cheap- 
est kind; and, 

Whereas, The erection of even these is impossible without aid 
from abroad; therefore, 

Resolved, That it should be the policy of the Church Extension 
Society to take special charge of the frontier, extending from the 
Gulf of Mexico to the British possessions. To aid in securing lots 
for church purposes in the important towns which are constantly 
springing into existence upon the border, and to aid, as far as prac- 
ticable, in the erection of cheap churches for the accommodation of 
our people who are laboring to establish Methodism with all its dis- 
tinctive features in a country but recently redeemed from barbarism. 


He also offered the following resolution, which was 
referred to the Committee on Missions: 


Whereas, The increase of the population on homestead lands in 
north-western Kansas has been such as to make a demand for a 
large ministerial force: and, 

Whereas, The financial condition of the people who are occupying 
acountry for farming purposes ina country which, from the peculiar 
condition of the soil and climate, requires several years’ occupancy 
before adequate returns can be had, is such that they are almost 
wholly unable to contribute any thing for the support of the Gospel, 
producing a condition of things in which a large proportion of the 
support of the ministry must be borne by the Missionary Society, or 
thousands of our people be left without the means of grace: there- 
fore,’ 

Resolved, That all that part of north-western Kansas west of range 
twelve, west of the sixth principal meridian, now included in the 
Huron District, be organized into a mission district. 


J. Denison presented the following resolution, which 
was referred to the Committee on the Book Concern: 


Whereas, The great extension of work of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church into the regions beyond has made the name of some of our 
Church papers a palpable misnomer for more than a quarter of a 
century ; and, 

Whereas, The misnomer is becoming more and more manifest, year 
by year, as the work continues to extend; therefore be it 

Resolved, 1. That the Book Committee be directed to change the name 
of the Western Christian Advocate to the Cincinnati Christian Advo- 
cate; and the name of the North-western Christian Advocate to the 
Chicago Christian Advocate; and the Northern Christian Advocate 
to the Syracuse Christian Advocate, or such other names as will re- 
lieve them from being the palpable misnomers they now are. And 


—————— 
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should consistency require let the names of the Advocates published 
at New York be the New York Christian Advocate, and as the 
name Saint Louis Christian Advocate is preoccupied by another paper, 
and the name Central Christian Advocate may not be a misnomer, 
that name might continue. 

Resolved, 2. That the above resolution be referred to the Book 
Committee, and that they consider the subject and report to this Gen- 
eral Conference as soon as practicable. 


The Committees on Rules of Order were, by general 
consent, permitted to retire. 

On motion of Jacob Todd the rules were suspended 
and the Report of the Fraternal Delegates to the Meth- 
odist Episcopal Church of Canada was read, and, on 
motion, received and ordered to be printed in the Daily 
Advocate. [See Appendix, 24, page 499. ] 

Bishop Bowman presented the report of the Frater- 
nal Delegates to the British Wesleyan Church, which 
was read, and, on motion, it was received, and ordered 
to be printed in the Daily Advocate. [See Appendix, 
9, page 457.] = 

Bishop Bowman also presented the report of the 
Fraternal Delegate to the Irish Methodist Church, 
which was read, and, on motion, it was received and 
ordered to be printed in the Daily Advocate. [See Ap- 
pendix, 14, page 477.] 

Philip G. Gillett moved to reconsider the reference to 
the Book Concern of the resolutions presented by him 
this morning, which motion was agreed to, and they 
were then read and adopted as follows: 


Resolved, 1. That the Chairman and Secretary of the Book Com- 
mittee be and are hereby instructed to furnish the Committee on 
the Book Concern the records of all their transactions during the last 
four years, together with copies of all reports whether general, 
special, private, or otherwise, which have been rendered to them by 
the Book Agents at New York and Cincinnati during the same time. 

Resolved, 2. That the Committee on the Book Concern be and is 
hereby instructed to inquire into the practicability and expediency of 
consolidating the publishing interests of the Church, and uniting 
them under one management, and report to this General Conference 
at the earliest date practicable. 


On motion, the rules were suspended, and the Report 
of the Book Committee was presented and referred to 
the Committee on the Book Concern. [See Appendiz, 50, 


page 272.) CENTRAL OHIO. 
Leroy A. Belt presented the following, which was 
referred to the Committee on the Book Concern: 
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Resolved, That it be and is hereby made the duty of the Committee 
on the Book Concern to appoint the Book Committee of eighteen, (18) 
heretofore otherwise appointed, three of whom shall be residents of 
New York, or its vicinity, and three of whom shall be residents of 
Cincinnati and its vicinity. 


KENTUCKY. 
Benj. A. Stubbins presented the following, which was 
referred to the Committee on Revisals: 


Resolved, To annul paragraph 221, page 140, line 10; after the 
word “tendency” add “or willful neglect or refusal to contribute 
according to ability to, the financial support of the ministry of the 
Gospel.” 


He also presented the following, which was. referred 
to the Committee on Revisals: 


Resolved, That paragraph 57 be amended as follows: Change the 
numbers of the sections so as to admit a new section, to be num- 
bered as follows: 

Szc. 1. Let the classes, whenever practicable, be composed of not 
more than twenty persons besides the leader. 

Strike out the present section 1, and insert in, its place: 

“Sec. 2. Let the leader report, at each meeting of the Quarterly 
Conference, the condition of his class in the following respects: 

‘‘ Number of members in the class; number of probationers in the 
class; number of heads of families in the class; average attendance 
for the quarter; number who did not attend at all; number of heads 
of families who regularly have the worship. of God in their house- 
holds; number who contribute to the support of the Gospel and the 
benevolent enterprises of the Church; number of class-meetings 
held; number of visits made by the leader; miscellaneous items.” 

Annul sections 2 and 3 by making them sections 3 and 4. 


He also presented the following, which was referred 
to the Committee on Revisals: 


Resolved, To amend paragraph 248, section 2; After the words 
“preacher in charge.” insert the words “who shall be the presi- 
dent.” After the word “superintendent” insert ‘who shall be the 
vice-president.” Before the words ‘assistant superintendents” 
strike out the word “the” and insert the word ‘‘two.” Before. the 
word “librarians” strike out the word “the” and insert the word 
“two.” The section will then read: 

“Sno, 2. The Sunday-School Board shall consist of the preacher in 
charge, who shall be the president, the Sunday-School Committee, 
appointed by the Quarterly Conference; the superintendent, who 
shall be the vice-president; two assistant superintendents, the sec- 
retary, the treasurer, two librarians, and the teachers of the school,” 


On motion of William J. Paxson, the rules. were sus- 
pended toreceive the Fraternal Delegates, and thereupon 
Bishop Simpson introduced, Rey. Wm, Arthur, M.A., 
and Rev. Frederic W. Macdonald, of the British Wes- 
leyan Conference; Rev. Wallace M’Mullen, of the Irish 
Methodist Conference; Rev. A. G. Haygood, D.D., and 
James H. Carlisle, LL.D., of the Methodist Episcopal 
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Church, South; Rev. John Jones, D.D., of the Presby- 
terian Church in the United States; Bidwell Lane, 
M.A., lay representative, and Rey. E. B. Ryckman, 
D.D., clerical representative, of the Methodist Episco- 
pal Church in Canada; Rev. Bishop Samuel G. Fallows, 
D.D., of the Reformed Episcopal Church; Rev. R. A. 

Johnson and Rev. J. G. Mitchell, D.D., of the African 
Methodist Episcopal Church. 


MINNESOTA. 


D. C. John presented the following, which was read 
and referred to the Committee on the Book Concern: 


Resolved, That our Book Agents be authorized to furnish one copy 
each of our periodicals to all colleges and seminaries under the man- 
agement of Annual Conferences, provided they be kept on file in 
reading-rooms prepared for that purpose, for the benefit of the offi- 
eers and pupils of the said institutions. 


He also presented the following, which was read and 
referred to the Committee on Episcopacy: 


Whereas, The Methodist Episcopal Church recognizes but two or: 
ders in the Christian ministry; and, 

Whereas, Our present method of consecrating Bishops is justly 
open to criticism, because of apparent inconsistency; and, 

Whereas, It is exceedingly desirable that our practice should con- 
form to our doctrine upon this subject; therefore, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Episcopacy be instructed to pre- 
pare a form of installation for the induction of Bishops elect into 
their office, and report at an early day. 


MISSOURI. 


Tra K. Alderman presented the following, which was 
referred to the Committee on Temporal Economy: 


Whereas, The Conference has ordered a special Committee on Tem- 
poral Economy ; 

Whereas, The resolution providing for such committee provides 
for the reference thereto only papers on ministerial support; and 

Whereas, The entire finances of pastoral works are closely allied to 
ministerial support, inclusive of incidental expenses; therefore, 

Resolved, That all papers pertaining to Church finances on pastoral 
charges be referred to the special Committee on Temporal Economy. 


He also presented the following, which was referred 
to the Committee on Itinerancy: 


Whereas, ¥xperience has clearly demonstrated that it is greatly 
injurious, both to the incumbent and the work of the ministry, for a 
Presiding Elder to hold his position more than four years continu- 
ously, as has been frequently the case, without aa Ree Ln of pas- 
toral work of equal length; therefore, - 

Resolved, That there should be frequent changes in the ineumbents 
of the office of Presiding Elder; that they should be selected from 
the most talented, efficient, and zealous ministers, whose hearts are 
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engaged more in the work of the Master than in preferment or posi- 
tion; and that the Discipline ought to be so amended as to provide 
for such intermission of pastoral work. 


He also presented the following, which was read 
and referred to the Committee on Lay Representation: 


Whereas, The introduction of lay representation in the General 
Conference of the Church has proven the wisdom of the experiment; 
and, 

Whereas, Lay representation is no longer an experiment, but a rec- 
ognized element of good and strength to the Church; therefore, 

Resolved, That experience has taught us that it would be a just 
recognition of the demand of the laity to extend such representation 
as will place them on an equality with the ministry. 

Resowed, That there should be such a modification of the Disci- 
pline as will provide for just representation in the Annual Confer- 
ence, and for equal representation in the General Conference. 


+ 


NEBRASKA. 


Henry T. Davis presented the following resolution, 
which was referred to the Committee on Revisals: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Revisals be requested to inquire 
into the expediency of inserting a clause in the Discipline fixing a 
limit to the validity of Church letters. 


T. B. Lemon presented the following resolution, which 
was referred to the Committee on the Book Concern: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Periodicals be requested to in- 
quire into the expediency of providing against the habit of giving 
premiums to canvassers for our Church papers, by so reducing the 
price of the paper as to place them within the reach of a greater 
number of our people. 


C. C. White presented the following resolution, which 
was referred to the Committee on Revisals: 


Resowed, That the Committee on Revisals be instructed to inquire 
into the expediency of so amending section 3, paragraph 96 of the 
Discipline as to provide for the election of class-leaders the same as 
stewards. 


Henry T. Davis presented the following resolution, 
which was referred to the Committee on Revisals: 


Whereas, In many of our charges there are women who both 
know and love the Methodist doctrine and Discipline, and are fully 
competent to be, and would make excellent stewards ; and, 

Whereas, In many societies, especially on the frontier, there are 
no men belonging to the Church, and consequently no material out 
of which to make stewards; therefore, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Reyisals be requested to inquire 
into the expediency of striking from the Discipline, paragraph 190 
page 126, the word “men” and substituting the word “ persons,” 
so that the amended paragraph would read, ‘Let the stewards be 
persons of solid piety,” ete. 
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“ 
Charles C. White presented the following resolution, 
which was referred to the Committee on Itinerancy: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Revisals be requested to inquire 
into the expediency of striking from the Discipline all that relates to 
District Conferences. 


NEWARK. 


S. Parsons presented the following resolution, which 
was read and referred to the Committee on Boundaries: 


Whereas, The question of boundaries is a live question in our 
General Conference; and 

Whereas, These boundaries are in many cases described with great 
indefiniteness, simply enumerating the districts, without specifying 
the territory in which they are located, or naming the territory as 
that part of a State not included in some other Conference, with 
many similar instances of vagueness; therefore, 

Resolwed 1. That the Committee on Boundaries be requested to 
bound the Annual Conferences, as far as may be practicable, by ref- 
erence to physical lines and civil divisions of the territory embraced. 

Resolved, 2. That the committee consider the propriety of in- 
structing the Book Agents to furnish an outline map of conference 
boundaries in the United States. 


He also presented the following resolution, which 
was read and referred to the Committee on Church 
Extension: 


Whereas, Ohurches are frequently organized under the influence 
of an improper spirit, and under other circumstances, without due 
regard to the general interests of our Church or Christianity ; and, 

Whereas, Church edifices are erected in many places contrary to 
the provisions of the Discipline, requiring that “three fourths of the 
estimated cost shall be secured or subscribed before any such build- 
ings shall be commenced,” thereby contracting debts without a prob- 
ability of paying; therefore, 

Resolwed, That in addition to the powers already possessed by Con- 
ference Boards of Church Extension, the further power shall be con- 
ferred upon them to supervise all Church extension within their 
bounds; new Churches shall not be organized without consultation 
with the conference boards, nor shall new church edifices be erected 
without the sanction of said boards; provided, however, that these 
powers exercised by conference boards shall not interfere with the 
powers belonging to the parent board. 


NEW ENGLAND. 


John W. Hoyt presented the following resolutions, 
which were read and referred to the Committee on 
Lay Representation: 


Whereas, The District Conference is, in many parts of our work, a 
practical failure: and we believe, in a majority of our Conferences, not 
desired by the people; and, 

Whereas, The district stewards now constitute a body whose sole 
function is to estimate the salary of the Presiding Elder; and, 
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Whereas, The district stewards might be made a power for use- 


Fim Day. fulness and for good in the Church by proper organization and en- 


Morning. 
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largement of their powers, so that they might sustain relations to 
the Presiding Elder similar to those sustained to the pastor by his 
local board of stewards. 

Resolved, 1. That all clauses in the Discipline relating to District Con- 
ferences be stricken out. 

Resolved, 2. That the following alterations and additions be made in 
the Discipline. 

Paragraph 194 to read: “There shall be in every district a board of 
district stewards composed of one member from each circuit and 
station, (who shall be at least twenty-five years of age, and have 
been a member of our Church for the five consecutive years preced- 
ing his election) to be selected by the Quarterly Conferences, annu- 
ally, at their fourth meeting. This board shall organize with a vice- 
president, secretary, and treasurer, the Presiding Elder being presi- 
dent ex officio. It shall meet once each in the first, third, and fourth 
quarters of the year and when convened by the president, one officer, 
and one member. At the first meeting in the year, which shall be 
called by the president, the other officers for the year shall be elected 
and the time and place of the other meetings designated. 

“The duties of the board shall be: ; 

“1. To estimate the Presiding Hlder’s salary, as provided for in 
paragraph 348. 

“2. To recommend to the Annual.Conference local preachers who 
are suitable candidates for deacons’ or elders’ orders, and for admis- 
sion on trial in the traveling connection, provided said candidates 
shall have first been recommended to this board by a Quarterly Con- 
ference in the district. 

“3. To act as an advisory board in all matters pertaining to the 
temporal economy of the district, when asked by the Presiding El- 
der or any of the charges. 

“Hach member of this board shall be a committee for the Church 
from which he is elected, to attend to the collection of the Presiding 
Elder’s apportionment, which he shall cause to be transmitted to the 
treasurer of the board, who shall pay the salary of the Presiding 
Elder monthly. This board may be incorporated when desired for 
the purpose of holding camp-meeting and other Church property.” 

Alter paragraph 96, section 2, where it reads “to recommend to 
the Annual Conferences,” so that it shall read “to recommend to the 
board of district stewards.” Also same paragraph, section 3, to 
read “to elect trustees, when the laws of the State permit, to elect 
a district steward by ballot, and to elect stewards for the circuit or 
station, and from the latter to elect one a recording steward.” 

Alter paragraph 348 to read, ‘There shall be annually in every 
district a meeting of the board of district stewards, whose duty it 
shall be,” ete. 


NEW HAMPSHIRE. 


George J. Judkins presented the following resolu- 
tion, which was referred to the Committee on Re- 
visals: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Revisals be and hereby are in- 
structed to consider whether the present arrangement of the sub- 
ject-matter of our Book of Discipline be not such as to render a re- 
codification of that book advisable, and, if so, to devise some meas- 
ure to that end. 
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Daniel C. Knowles presented the following resolution, May 6. 
Frrrn Day. 


which was referred to the Committee on Revisals: Morning. 


tt ns ; ; Extension of 
Resolved, That the word “also” in paragraph 157, section 3, in the the puvietal 


sentence reading as follows: ‘‘ And also when requested by an An- tern, 
nual Conference to appoint a preacher for a longer time than three 
years to any seminary of learning not under our care” be stricken 
out, and at the close of the sentence the following be added, “and 
also when requested by three fourths of all the members of a Quar- 
terly Conference, and three fourths of the members of an Annual 
Conference present and voting, and by the Presiding Elder of the dis- 
trict in which the charge is located, such request to be made aunu- 
ally, he may appoint a preacher three additional years to the same 
charge,” and after the words “ three years in six” in the next clause, 
there be added, “and in case he remain more than three years, he 
shall not be returned until as many years have passed as his last 
continuous service.” 


NEW JERSEY. N. Jersey. 


William W. Moffett presented the following, which Reading of 
was referred to the Committee on Revisals: 


To so change the Discipline, page 118, paragraph 176, section "7, 
that it shall read: “To read the Rules of the Society, with the aid of 
the other preachers, once a quarter, in every class, and once a year 
in every congregation.” 

Also page 76, paragraph 67, to so change the order of business in 
Quarterly Conferences as to omit the questions in regard to the 
reading of the General Rules in all the Quarterly Conferences except 
the fourth, and the question on that case to be as follows, namely: 
“Have the requirements of the Discipline concerning the reading of 
the General Rules been observed this year?” 


J. B. Graw presented the following, which was re- yniformity 


ferred to the Committee on Revisals: eee 
Resolved, That paragraph 54, page 41, of the Discipline, be changed 
so as to read: ‘The public worship on the Lord’s day shall be uni- 
form, and in the following order.” 
[Here follows the order now given in the Discipline.] 
NEW YORK. New Yorx. 


M. 8S. Terry presented the following, which was re- Course of 
3 : Study. 
ferred to the Committee on Revisals: 


1. Omit the following paragraphs: 36, 41-45, 115-143; 175, sec- 
tions 2, 5, 6; 16-18; 176, section 4; and 7-10; 177, sections 1-4. 

2. Add at the end of paragraph 96, section 2, (foot of page 66,) the 
following, (as on page 60:) “And in all cases the candidate shall 
first pass a satisfactory examination in such course of studies as the 


Bishop shall prescribe.” 


3. Consider and report on the propriety of revising the order of Order of 
business in the Quarterly Conferences, and recasting the phraseology eae la 


of paragraphs 99, 114, and 149. Conferences. 
C. D. Foss presented the following, which was re- Total absti- 
z nence socile- 
ferred to the Committee on Temperance: ties in 
Jhurches 


Resolved, That the Committee on Temperance be instructed to con- and Sun- 
sider what more can be done by the General Conference to secure diy schools. 
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the establishment and efficient working of total abstinence societies 
in all our Churches and Sunday-schools. 


George S. Hare presented the following resolution, 
which was referred to the Committee on Itinerancy: 


Resolwed, That hereafter no Annual Conference shall exist or be 
constituted with less than fifteen members. 


J. P. Newman presented the following, which was 
referred to the Committee on Education: 


Whereas, The Methodist Episcopal Church has ever manifested a 
deep interest in the cause of education; and, 

Whereas, The best interests of society demand that science shall 
be imbued with the spirit of Christianity; and, 

Whereas, Not a few of our literary institutions are embarrassed 
financially ; and, 

Whereas, The year 1884 will be the centennial of the organization 
of our Church; therefore, 

Resolwed, 1. That this General Conference recommend that, during 
the year 1884, the Church create an educational fund for the relief of 
our literary institutions, and for the increase of the usefulness 
thereof. 

Resolved, 2. That the Committee on Education be instructed to 
prepare a plan for the accomplishment of said purpose, and report 
the same to this body. 3 


NEW YORK EAST. 


A. S. Graves presented the following, which, on mo- 
tion, was adopted: 


Resoled, 1. That the Book Agents at Cincinnati be and are hereby 
requested to furnish the secretaries of the different committees ap- 
pointed by this Conference suitable books in which to record the 
proceedings of these committees. 

Resowed, 2. That at the close of this General Conference the sey- 
eral secretaries of these committees deliver to the Secretary of the 
General Conference, for the use of succeeding General Conferences, 
these books. 


D. A. Goodsell presented the following, which was 
referred to the Committee on Revisals: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Reyisals be instructed to inquire 
into the expediency of striking out that provision of the Discipline 
which requires the preachers in charge to report the amount col- 
lected for the cause of missions, and, further, into the expediency of 
inserting instead the question: ‘‘ Have you taken the collections?” 


The rules were suspended to present the Reports of 
the Tract Society and the Sunday-School Union, which 
were presented and referred to Committee on Sunday- 
Schools and Tracts. [See Appendic 55, 56, pp. 606, 617. 

D. A. Goodsell also presented the following, which 
was referred to the Committee on Boundaries: 
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Resolved, That so much of the Journal of the New York East Con- 
ference as relates to the subject of a Connecticut Conference be re- 
ferred to the Committee on Boundaries. 


L. 8. Weed presented the following, which, on mo- 
tion, was adopted: 


Resolved, That a committee of seven be appointed to consider the 
Report of Trustees of John-street Church, New York City, to name 
suitable persons for the trusteeship of said church, and make inquiry 
and report to this General Conference what measures should be 
adopted to perpetuate and increase the efficiency of this first church 
in American Methodism. 


NORTHERN NEW YORK. ‘ 


The following resolution was, on motion of I. S. 
Bingham, adopted: 


Resolved. That the Book Agents at Cincinnati be authorized to 
furnish stationery and all requisites for the use of the several com- 
mittees, on the call of the secretaries of such committees. 


NORTH INDIANA. 


A. Marine presented the following, which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Revisals: 


Whereas, The women of our Church are recognized as an efficient 
and indispensable agency in the prosecution of all our great Church 
enterprises; therefore, 

Resolved, That all disciplinary barriers to the licensing of. women 
to preach be legislated out of the Discipline of the Methodist Epis- 
copal Church. 


J. S. Bingham moved to suspend the rules to receive 
the Report of the Committee appointed to Distribute 
the several subjects in the Bishops’ Address to the var- 
ious Committees, which was agreed to, and the report 


was read. 
On motion of John Lanahan, the Report was adopted, 


and ordered to be published in the Daily Advocate, and 


is as follows: 


Your Committee appointed to select and arrange the various por- 
tions of the Bishops’ Address by subjects, to be referred to appropri- 
ate committees, recommend the following references, to wit: 

1. The. portion alluding to the decease of Bishops, officers, and 
members of the General Conference of 1876, to the Committee on 
Memorial Services. ; i 

2. The portion setting forth the work and travel of the Bishops in 
visiting the missions and Conferences in foreign lands, etc., to the 
Committee on Episcopacy. i 

3. The part alluding to an Ecumenical Counsel, to the Committee 
on that subject. : ee 

4, The parts relating to extending of the term of probation in An- 
nual Conferences from two to four years, and to provide for the dis- 
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position of traveling preachers, made unacceptable by secular purstits 
or political appointments, and to the reappointment of Presiding 
Elders after a four years’ term, to the Committee on Itinerancy. 

5. That part alluding to the formation of new Conferences, con- 
tingently provided for at the last session, to the Committee on Bound- 
aries. 

6. The part alluding to the Book Concern, to the Committee on 
that subject. 

7. The parts alluding to missions, also to the arrangement of the 
Rocky Mountain and Utah Conferences into Mission Districts iu- 
stead of Annual Conferences, to the Committee on Missions. 

8. The portion relating to Church extension, to the Committee on 
that subject. 

9. The part relating to Sunday-schools and Tracts, to the Commit- 
tee on that subject. 

10. The part alluding to the Freedmen and their schools, to the 
Committee on Freedmen’s Aid. 

1l. The parts relating to colleges and seminaries and theological 
schools, to the Committee on Education. 

12. The part relating to lay representation in the Annual Confer- 
ences, to the Committee on Lay Representation. 

13. The parts relating to the growth of the Church, its present 
standing and relative growth in the large cities, the general connec- 
tionalism as a part of her polity, and the fidelity of the miuisters to 
the doctrines of the Church, and the allusion to the “Ladies and 
Pastors’ Christian Union,” to the Committee on the State of the 
Church. ; 

14. The portion relating to the Centennial of the Organization of 
the Methodist Episcopal Church in America, to the Committee on 
that subject. 

15. The part alluding to appeals, taken in the Annual Conferences, 
from the decisions of the Bishops, to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

16. The part alluding to the official fraternal visit of Bishop Bow- 
man and E. O. Haven to the British Wesleyan Conference, to the 
Committee of Correspondence with Fraternal Bodies. 

The matter of publishing the Bishops’ Address in foreign languages 
was also referred to us, and we recommend that it be referred to the 
Committee on Missions. 

These several parts are selected and filed for reference to the re- 
spective committees if the General Conference shall so order. 


NORTH INDIANA. 


M. H. Mendenhall presented the following resolution, 
which was read, and, on motion, adopted: 


Resolved, 1. That the Committee on the Observance of the Sabbath 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of inaugurating a move- 
ment by this General Conference, looking to the organization of a 
National Sabbath Committec, in which all the evangelical denomina- 
tions of the country shall be represented, whose duties shall be to 
collect facts bearing on the subject from manufacturers, 1ailroad offi- 
cials, and employers generally, and from all other sources that will 
tend to throw light on the question of Sabbath observance, and pre- 
pare and diffuse such arguments, biblical and otherwise, as will serve 
to arouse the public conscience on a question so vital to the national 
prosperity. 

Resolved, 2. That should the Committee deem it expedient to take 
the initiative in this measure, they be instructed to mature a plan by 
which the chief ecclesiastical bodies of the country shall be invited 
to co-operate in the movement by appointing members of the Nationaji 
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Committee, and by such other methods as they may deem expedient; 
and that they nominate the members of the National Committee to 
represent the Methodist Episcopal Church. 

Charles C. Binkley offered the following, and it was 
referred to the Committee on the Episcopacy: 


Whereas, We have Annual Conferences which haye a rule requir- 
ing every candidate for admission, in answer to a question by the 
presiding Bishop, to publicly declare that he does not use tobacco in 
any form, and will abstain from its use; and, 

Whereas, 1t must be embarrassing to a presiding Bishop, who is 
himself a slave to this appetite and in the habit of using tobacco, to 
enforce this rule; and, 

Whereas, We have men in every way competent to fill the office of 
Bishop who do not use tobacco in any form, and who could without 
embarrassment enforce such rule; therefore, be it 

Resolved, That no one shall be a candidate for election to the office 
of Bishop until it is publicly announced’ to this Conference as to 
whether or not he does in any way indulge in the use of tobacco. 


NORTH OHIO. 
Francis 8. Hoyt moved to take from the table the 
resolution presented by him yesterday, which was agreed 


to as follows: 

Resolved, That there be a Special Committee of thirteen appointed 
by the Bishops. of which one of the Bishops shall be chairman, to 
take into consideration and report on the subject of General Confer- 
ence Districts. 

A. M. Hough moved to amend, by substituting the 
words, two from each General Conference District and 
one at large. 

Alexander Harmount moved to further amend by 
substituting, one member from each Annual Confer- 
ence, which motion was laid on the table. 

Arthur Edwards moved as a substitute for all before 
the house, that the paper be referred to the Committee 
on Boundaries. 

A motion to lay the substitute on the table did not 
prevail. 

On motion of George S. Hare, the previous question 
was ordered, and, on motion, the substitute was adopted. 

It was ordered, on motion of Joseph Cummings, that 
when we adjourn it be to meet at Saint Paul’s Church, 
at seven and a half P. M., to receive the Fraternal 
Delegates. 

By general consent the Rules were suspended, and 
the Committee on Rules of Order presented their Re- 
port, which was, on motion, adopted, as follows: 
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RULES OF ORDER FOR 1880. 


The following are the Rules of Order, as revised and adopted by 
the General Conference, May 6, 1880: 

1. The Conference shall meet at nine o’clock A. M., and adjourn 
at one o’clock P. M.; but may alter the time of meeting and adjourn- 
ment at their discretion. 

2. The President shall take the chair precisely at the hour to which 
the Conference stood adjourned, and cause the same to be opened by 
the reading of the Scriptures, singing, and prayer; and on the appear- 
ance of a quorum shall have the Journals of the preceding session 
read and approved, and the business of the Conference shall proceed 
in the following order, namely: 

(1.) Petitions, memorials, and appeals; in calling for which the 
Annual Conferences shall be named in alphabetical order. 

(2.) The roll of Conferences shall be repeated for the presentation 
of resolutions and miscellaneous business. 

(3.) Reports, first of the Standing, and then of the Select Com- 
mittees; provided, always, that each call severally shall have been 
completed before either preceding one shall be repeated. 

3. The President shall decide all questions of order, subject to an 
appeal to the Conference; but in case of such appeal the question shall 
be taken without debate. 

4, The Bishops shall appoint all committees, unless otherwise spe- 
cially ordered by the Conference. 

5. On assigning the floor to any member of the Conference the 
President shall distinctly announce the name of the member to whom 
it is assigned, and the Annual Conference he represents. 

6. Resolutions shall be written and presented in duplicate by the 
moyer, and all motions, if the President, Secretary, or any two mem- 
bers request it. 

7. When a motion is made and seconded, or a resolution intro- 
duced and seconded, or a report presented, and is read by the Secre- 
tary or stated by the President, it shall be deemed in possession of 
the Conference; but any motion or resolution may be withdrawn by 
the mover, with the consent of the Conference, at any time before 
amendment or decision. 

8. All motions to postpone indefinitely or to lay on the table shall 
be taken without debate. 

9. No new motion or resolution shall be entertained until the one 
under consideration has been disposed of, which may be done by 
adoption or rejection, unless one of the following motions should in- 
tervene, which shall have precedence in the order in which they are 
placed, namely: 

(1.) Indefinite postponement. 

(2.) Laying on the table. 

3.) Reference to a committee. 

4.) Postponement to a given time, 

(5.) Substitute. 

(6.) Amendment. 

A substitute or an amendment may be amended. 

10. When any member is about to speak in debate, or to deliver any 
matter to the Conference, he shall arise and respectfully address the 
President, but shall not proceed until recognized by him. 

11, No member shall be interrupted when speaking, except by the 
President, to call him to order when he departs from the question, 
or uses personalities or disrespectful language; but any member may 
call the attention of the President to the subject when he deems a 
speaker out of order, and any member may explain when he thinks 
himself misrepresented. 

12. When any member desires to speak to a question of privilege, 
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he shall briefly state the question; but it shall not be in order for 
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13. No person shall speak more than twice on the same question, eye of Or- 


nor more than fifteen minutes at one time, without leave of the Con- 
ference; nor shall any person speak more than once until every 
member choosing to speak shall have spoken: provided, however, 
that a committee making a report shall in all cases be entitled to ten 
minutes to close the debate. 

14, When any motion or resolution shall have been acted upon by 
the Conference, it shall be in order for any member who voted with 
the prevailing side to move a reconsideration; but a motion to recon- 
sider a non-debatable motion shall be decided without debate. 

15. No member shall absent himself from the service of the Con- 
ference without leave, unless he is sick or unable to attend. 

16. No member shall be allowed to vote on any question who is 
not within the bar at the time when such question shall be put by 
the President, except by leave of the Conference, when such member 
has been necessarily absent. 

17. Every member who is within the bar at the time a question is 
put shall give his vote, unless the Conference, for special reasons, 
excuse him. 

18. No resolution altering or rescinding any rule of Discipline shall 
be adopted until it shall have been in the possession of the Confer- 
ence at least one day. 

19. It shall be in order for any member to call for the yeas and nays 
on any question before the Conference, and if the call be sustained 
by fifty members, the vote thereon shall be taken by yeas and nays. 

20. It shall be in order to move that the question be taken with- 
out further debate on any measure pending, except in cases in which 
character is involved; and if sustained by a vote of two thirds, the 
question shall be so taken. 

21. A motion to adjourn shall always be in order, and shall be 
taken without debate. 

22. Members presenting memorials, petitions, and other papers for 
reference, shall prepare the paper by writing in a plain hand on the 
back of it the following items, in the following order, namely: 

1.) Name of the member presenting the paper. 
(5 Conference from which it comes. 
By Pastoral charge of the Conference sending it. 

(4.) Subject to which it relates, 

(5.) First name on the petition. 

(6.) Number of other petitioners. 

(7.) The committee to which he desires it referred. 

Papers thus presented, if no objection be made, shall be referred as 
indicated without vote of the Conference. 

23. When any member shall move the reference of any portion of 
the Journal of an Annual Conference to any committee, he shall at 
the same time furnish a copy of the portion he wishes referred, filled 
as already provided in the case of memorials. 

24. All resolutions contemplating verbal alterations of the Disci- 
pline shall state the language of the paragraph and line proposed to 
be altered, and also the language proposed to be substituted. 

25. All committees proposing changes of Discipline shall not only 
recite the paragraph and line proposed to be amended, but also the 
paragraph, as amended, complete. 

26. All written motions, reports, and communications to the Con- 
ference, shall be passed to the Secretary, to be read to the Conference. 

27. All committees shall furnish duplicates of their reports. 

28. All demonstrations of approval or disapproval during the prog- 
ress of debate shall be deemed a breach of order. 
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29. These rules shall not be suspended, except by a vote of two 
thirds of the members present and voting. 


\ 


On motion, Conference adjourned, with the bene- 
diction by Thomas B. Lemon. 


THURSDAY EVENING, MAY 6, 


Conference met, pursuant to adjournment, in Saint 
Paul’s Methodist Episcopal Church at half past seven 
o’clock P.M., Bishop Simpson presiding. 

The religious services were conducted by Charles 
W. Bennett, of Northern New York. 

The credentials of Rev. William Arthur, M.A., and 
Rev. Frederick W. Macdonald, Fraternal Delegates 
from the British Wesleyan Conference, were read, and 
also the Address of their Conference. [See Appendix, 
10, page 458. ] 

Joseph Cummings then presented Rey. William 
Arthur, M.A., to the President of the Conference, who 
presented him to the Conference, which he addressed. 
[See Appendix, ]1, page 463.] 

Clinton B. Fisk then presented Rev. Frederick W. 
Macdonald to the President, who presented him to the 
Conference, and he then addressed the body. [See 
Appendix, 12, page 469. ] 

The credentials of Rev. Wallace M’Mullen, Frater- 
nal Delegate from the Methodist Church in Ireland, 
were read, and also the Address of the Conference, 
[See Appendix, 15, 16, page 478.] 

Robert M. Hatfield then presented Rev. Wallace 
M’ Mullen to the President, and he presented him to the 
Conference, after which he delivered an address. [See 
Appendix, 17, page 481.] 

Edwin O. Stannard presented the following resolu- 
tion, which was adopted as follows: 


Resolved, That having received from the Rey. William Arthur and 
the Rey. Frederick W. Macdonald the fraternal greetings of the 
British Wesleyan Conference, we instruct the Committee on Frater- 
nal Correspondence to report resolutions expressive of our high appre- 
ciation of the visit and addresses of their distinguish representatives, 
and of the great respect in which we hold the body they represent, 
and that the papers presented by them be referred to the same com- 
mittee and printed in the Daily Christian Advocate, 
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Francis 8S. Hoyt presented the following resolution, 


which was adopted: 


Resolved, That having listened to the address of the Rev. Wallace 
M’Mullen, bringing to us the fraternal greetings of the Irish Meth- 
odist Conference, and having heard with deep interest its representa- 
tions of the present condition of that honored body, we instruct the 
Committee on Fraternal Correspondence to prepare resolutions ex- 
pressive of the high esteem of this Conference and of the Church 
which this Conference represents for our Methodist brethren in Ire- 
land; and we also instruct the same committee to receive the papers 
presented to us by Mr. M’Mullen, and to furnish a copy of the same 
for publication in the Daily Christian Advocate. 


On motion, the Conference adjourned, with the bene- 
diction by Rev. William Arthur, M.A. 


FRIDAY MORNING, MAY 7. 


Conference met at nine o’clock A.M., Bishop Peck in 
the chair. 

Religious services were conducted by James M. 
Thoburn. 

The Journal of yesterday’s morning and evening 
sessions were read and approved. 

Charles F. Scott, a reserve delegate from West Vir- 
ginia Conference, was present in place of Henry C. 
M’Whorter, and was placed on all the committees for 
which H. C. M’Whorter had been named. 

The order of the day, the call for resolutions, etc., 
was taken up. 

NORTH-WEST GERMAN. 


W. Schreiner presented the following resolution, 
which was referred to the Committee on Episcopacy: 


MEMORIAL OF NORTH-WEST GERMAN CONFERENCE ON ELECTION OF 

: A GERMAN BIsHop. 

As the present time seems to require a German Bishop for the 
German work, we, as a Conference, believe that we ought to have 
such, and if the General Conference should be willing to grant our 
request we would be very well pleased. 


NORTH-WEST INDIANA. 
J. W. Green presented the following resolution, 
which was referred to the Committee on Revisals: 


Whereas, Ministers are frequently taken from one charge to an- 
other by Bishops and Presiding Elders, between the sessions of the 
Annual Conferences ; and 

Whereas, Annual Conferences do sometimes change the time of 
holding their sessions, therefore 

Resolved, That part ii, chapter ii, section 3, paragraph 157, on page 

9 
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101, defining the duties of Bishops, be so changed that in calculating 
the term of pastoral service a fraction of a year less than six months 
shall not be counted, and a fraction over six months shall be counted 
a full year. 


I. W. Joyce presented the following resolution, 
which was referred to the Committee on Education: 


Whereas, It is important that the instruction given to students 
in our theological institutions and colleges should conform to the 
cardinal doetrines and usages of our Church, therefore 

Resolved, That the Committee on Education be instructed to take 
this matter into consideration, and report what action, if any, is de- 
sirable to secure the above end. 


J. H. Cissel presented the following resolution, which 
was referred to the Committee on Revisals: 

resolved, That the Committee on Revisals be requested to inquire 
into the expediency of either striking from the Discipline all that re- 


lates to the subject of District Conferences, or making them in all 
cases imperative. 


He also offered the following resolution, which was 
referred to the Committee on Revisals: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Revisals be requested to inquire 
into the expediency of so changing the Discipline as to make it the 
duty of the Quarterly Conference to elect Sunday-school Superin- 
tendents, giving the preacher in charge of the circuit or station the 
right of nomination. 

He also offered the following resolution, which was 
referred to the Committee on the Book Concern: 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Book Concern be instructed 
to inquire into the expediency of a reduction in the price of our 


‘books and periodicals. 


NORTH-WEST IOWA. 


L. Hartsough presented the following resolution, 
which was read and referred to the Committee on Re- 
visals: 


Whereas, The great necessity for the ordaining of local preachers 
is really passed in our Church; and, 

Whereas, Our ordination vows are so sacred in character as to be 
virtually out of the question for men to keep them whose relation 
in life shuts them up to secular pursuits; therefore, 

Resolved, That we will give no other ordination than that of dea- 
con to any local preacher; and then only to such as have served a 
charge or circuit as pastor for four consecutive years; and, further, 
only upon his passing a creditable examination in such studies as will 
show him to be familiar with our doctrines and usages, the test of 
the examination being seven in a scale of ten. 
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He also presented the following resolutions, which 
were read and referred to the Committee on Itin- 
erancy: 


Whereas, In the arrangement of our circuits unordained ministers 
are appointed as preachers in charge; and, 

Whereas, This want of ordination becomes often a cause for serious 
embarrassment both to the work and the men; therefore, 

Resolved, 1. That all candidates for admission into the traveling con- 
nection be required to pass a thorough examination in a class of 
studies that will show that they have fully mastered the arguments 
by which our doctrines, laws, and usages have been so completely 
established, the test of the examination being not less than eight in 
a scale of ten on each and every study required; and candidates so 
prepared, and then admitted on trial in the traveling connection, 
shall be ordained deacon at once; and, 

Resolved, 2. That four years of probation, and as thorough examina- 
tions in other and advanced studies, be annually required before they 
can be received into full connection, and then shall be ordained 
elders. Candidates failing for any cause to be admitted into full 
connection, on retiring from the Conference shall be required to 
give up their ordination papers, unless they have earned them as 
local preachers. 


He also presented the following, which was read 
and referred to the Committee on Revisals: 


Whereas, Our Church papers very frequently notice the work of 
Methodist women local preachers; as, for instance, the New York 
Christian Advocate for March 25, 1880, says of Mrs. Jane Dawson 
that she is ‘‘a powerful preacher, unsurpassed in revival efforts. 
She has been for many years a local preacher of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church ;” and, 

Whereas, Our pastors continue to invite these women local preach- 
ers to their pulpits, to preach and expound the word of God; and, 

Whereas, These women local preachers continue to go on preach- 
ing the Gospel of the Son of God, to the saving of sinners and the 
permanent enlargement of the Church; and, 

Whereas, The Church herself is pleased to have it so, believing 
most fully in their divine call, and rejoicing in their consequent suc- 
cess; and, 

Whereas, The administration of the Church for the past four years 
has decided that the General Conference action of four years ago 
obliges it to declare this whole work illegal, thereby exposing many 
of our devoted preachers and members to discipline, trial, and ex- 
pulsion from the Church; therefore, 

Resolved, 1. That paragraph 100 be.so amended as to read: “ As 
long as these three marks concur in any of our members, we believe 
them called of God to preach. These we receive as sufficient proof 
that they are moved of the Holy Ghost.” 

Resolved, 2, That paragraph 89, paragraph 96, paragraph 121, and 
paragraph 189 be made to conform to the above resolution. 


PHILADELPHIA. 


W. Swindells presented the following, which was 
read and referred to the Committee on Sunday-Schools: 


That paragraph 248 be amended by inserting the following section 
marked section 3: “ At all meetings of the Sunday-School Board the 
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preacher in charge, and in his absence the superintendent, shall pre- 
side, and if both are absent, the board shall elect a president pro 


tem. 


' George Cummins presented the following, which was 
referred to the Committee on Revisals: 


Resolved, 1. That the Discipline be so changed as to require the ap- 
pointment of a Committec on Temperance at the fourth Quarterly 
Conference of each year. 

Resolved, 2. That the Discipline be so changed as to require the ap- 
pointment of the Committee on Education at the fourth Quarterly 
Conference of each year, instead of the first Quarterly Conference. 


PITTSBURGH. 


Thomas N. Boyle presented the following resolution, 
adopted by the Pittsburgh Conference, which was re- 


ferred to the Committee on Itinerancy: 

Resolved, That, believing that in the administration of a judicious 
episcopacy the Presiding Eldership is essential to the effective 
operation of our system, we request our delegates to use their in- 
fluence against any chaxge in the law affecting the office. 


He also presented the following which was referred 
to the Committee on Boundaries: 


An official communication from the West Virginia Conference, giy- 
ing notice of their desire for certain changes in the boundary lines 
between their Conference and this, was presented and read, and. on 
motion of ©. A. Holmes, it was referred to the delegates to be 
elected to the General Conference.— Minutes of the Pittsburgh Confer- 
ence. on 

We, the undersigned, delegates of the Pittsburgh Conference, 
remonstrate against any changes in the boundary lines between the 
Pittsburgh and West Virginia Conferences. 


Tuowas N. BoyLe, 
JAMES A. MILLER, 
Henry L. CHAPMAN, 
Joun W. BAKER, 
JAMES COOPER, 
Mosss A. Ross, 


PROVIDENCE. 


J. W. Willett presented the following, which was 
referred to the Committee on Revisals: 


Resolved, 1. That the Committee on Revisals be instructed to con- 
sider the propriety of striking out the word “male” before the word 
“ superintendents ” in paragraph 93, line 5, of the Discipline. 

Resolved, 2. That the same Committee be instructed to consider the 
propriety of striking out the word ‘‘men” and inserting the word 
“ persons” in paragraph 191, line 1, of the Discipline. 


He also offered the following resolution, which was 
referred to the Committee on Revisals: 
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Resolved, That paragraph 196 of the Discipline be amended by so 
changing the last sentence as to make it read, ‘‘ But when two or 
more circuits or stations are united, each part of the circuit so 
formed shall be entitled to a full board of stewards.” 


He also offered the following resolution, which was 
referred to the Committee on Revisals: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Revisals be instructed to inquire 
into the expediency of providing that stewards be elected by the 
members of the Church of lawful age. 


He also offered the following resolution, which was 
referred to the Committee on Revisals: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Revisals be instructed to inquire 
into the practicability and expediency of more fully defining the 
duties of recording stewards, and of putting the items into a para- 
graph, with the appropriate title, and reference, and index; also the 
propriety of changing the title of their office to treasurer. 


He also offered the following resolution, which was 
referred to the Committee on Temporal Economy: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Temporal Economy be instructed 
to consider the expediency of so changing the Discipline as to make 
it the duty of the trustees to attend to all the financial affairs of the 
charge, so far as they relate to the Church property and to current 
expenses, including ministerial support, or of so defining the respect- 
ive duties of the two boards as to clearly answer the following 
questions : 

1. Which board is responsible for keeping in repair organs, set- 
tees, stoves, and other personal property in the house of worship ? 

2. Which board should employ the sexton, and provide for light- 
ing the house? 

3. When money for current expenses, including ministerial sup- 
port, is raised by renting the pews, which board should let the pews 
and collect the rent ? 

4, Which board should effect insurance on parsonage furniture? 

The Committee shall consider, further, the propriety of enacting 
that all property belonging to the charge not specifically placed in 
other hands, shall be heid by the trustees in trust for its appro- 
priate uses. 


He also offered the following resolution, which was 
referred to the Committee on Temperance: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Temperance be requested to con- 
sider the propriety of acting upon the suggestion made by the ac- 
companying letter: 

“On behaif of the Woman’s Christian Temperance Union of the 
State of Connecticut, we respectfully suggest that at the General 
Conference, soon to be held in Cincinnati, and to which you are a 
delegate, the practicability of forming Church temperance societies 
shall be taken into consideration. 

“Tn Churches of all denominations missionary societies are formed 
and acknowledged as an important branch of Church work. Could 
the same kindly sympathy, the same earnest support, be extended to- 
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ward the formation of temperance societies in the Church, what an 
impetus would this department of Christian work receive! 

“Jt is earnestly hoped that your favorable attention will be given 
this important subject; for not until Temperance Societies are fully 
identified with, and made a part of the work of the Church, can they 
obtain that permanence which is so essential to the success of the 
cause, and due to the nature of the work. 

“With the prayerful hope that through your influence the com 
ing Conference will take some action in the matter. 

“We are, very respectfully, yours, 
“Marra Stanton, President. 
“ Caroline B. BueLu, Cor. Sec.” 


D. A. Whedon presented the following resolution, 
which was referred to the Committee on Episcopacy: 


Resolved, That the Bishops be, and hereby are, requested to com- 
municate to the General Conference their judgment of the number 
of additional Bishops necessary to the proper performance of the 
work of superintendency. 


On motion of K. P. Jervis, it was so amended as to 
direct the Bishops to report to the Committee on Epis- 
copacy, and then adopted. 

D, A. Whedon also offered the following resolution, 
which was referred to the Committee on Sunday-Schools 
and Tracts: 


Resolwed, That the Committee on Sunday-Schools be instructed to 
consider the propriety of so amending paragraph 248, section 6, 
page 157, of the Discipline, as to provide that ‘‘ teachers” ceasing 
to have charge of classes shall also cease to be members of the Sun- 
day-school Board. 


M. J. Talbot presented the following resolution, which 
was referred to Committee on Book Concern: 


Whereas, The expansion of our work gives rise to a multitude of 
demands for local publications, which, when adopted by the General 
Conference, make heavy drafts upon the resources of our publishing 
houses, calculated to cripple their operations and liable to prove dis- 
astrous to the means necessary for carrying out the work for which 
the Book Concerns are established; therefore 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Book Concern be instructed 
to inquire into the practicability of consolidating our publishing 
agencies, and to devise methods, if in the judgment of the Commit- 
tee it be practicable, for reducing the number of weekly periodicals 
published under the patronage of the Church. 


He also offered the following resolution, which was 
referred to the Committee on Revisals: 


Whereas, In order to produce uniformity between the action pre- 
scribed for District Conferences and that ordered for Quarterly Con- 
ferences, 

Resowed, That the Committee on Revisals be instructed to inquire 
into the expediency of amending the Discipline, paragraph 96, see- 
tion 2, page 66, line 5 from the top of the page, by inserting after 
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the word “annually” the words. “ provided that in all cases the 
candidate shall have passed a satisfactory examination in such course 
of studies as the Bishops shall prescribe.” It will then read, “ and 
renew their licenses annually, provided,” ete. 


ROCK RIVER. 
R. M. Hatfield presented the following resolution, 
which was referred to the Committee on Church Ex- 
tension: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Church Extension is hereby re- 
quested to consider and report on the question whether any action is 
necessary to prevent frequent and importunate appeals in behalf of 
local Church enterprises, to the injury of the work of the Church 
Extension Society. 


S. A. W. Jewett presented the following, which was 
referred to the Committee on Itinerancy: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Itinerancy be requested to consid- 
er the propriety of recommending such change in episcopal adminis- 
tration as will secure a sufficient reduction of the number of Presid- 
ing Elders to largely reduce the cost of supervisional policy; and said 
committee are also requested to report such changes in the disciplin- 
ary requirements of the Presiding Elder, if any be needful, as may 
be deemed necessary for this purpose. 


N. H. Axtell presented the following, which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Revisals: 


Resolved, That paragraph 157, section 3, reading, “ provided, that 
no preacher shall be appointed for more than three years,”: be 
changed to read ‘‘more than five years,” and the succeeding para- 
graph (page 103) be changed to read ‘nor more than five years in 
eight.” 


SOUTH CAROLINA. 


A. Webster presented the following, which was 
read and referred to the Committee on Book Concern: 


Whereas, The expenses of the Methodist Advocate, published 
at Atlanta, Ga., for the last year, have been in excess of its income 
for the same period to the amount of $2,444 60, and the loss on the 
book depository for the same time has amounted to $454 26, ren- 
dering the deficiency on the paper and depositury at Atlanta in meet- 
ing expenses not less than $2,898 86 for the last year; and, 

Whereas, The recent completion of the Cincinnati Southern Rail- 
road has shortened the distance by direct railroad communication be- 
tween this place and Atlanta, some two hundred miles, thereby 
reducing the time between Cincinnati and Chattanooga to only twelve 
hours, and between Cincinnati and Atlanta to eighteen hours, thus 
placing the entire section of Atlanta in direct railroad communica- 
tion with this great center of our publishing interest; therefore, 

Resolved, 1. That in the judgment of this General Conference the 
interests of the Church demand the discontinuance of the Atlanta 
book depository; and the same is hereby ordered to be discon- 
tinued. 

Resolved,2. That the Methodist Advocate, published at Atlanta, Ga., 
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under the supervision of the Agents of the Western Book Con- 
cern, is hereby transferred to the charge of the New York Book 
Concern, with instructions to transfer its publication to Charleston, 
8. C., where it originally started, and is greatly needed, and continue 
its publication at that place only during the time it can be successful- 
ly done, at an expense over its income not to exceed $2,000 per 
annum. : 


He also presented the following, which was referred 
to the Committee on Revisals: 


Resolved, That paragraph 157, on page 102 of the Discipline, ‘be 
amended, by striking out the words, ‘‘ and to our people of color.” 


SOUTH-EAST INDIANA. 


George L. Curtiss presented the following, which 
was read and, under the rule, laid over one day: 


Resolved, That section 2, paragraph 175, page 111, which reads, 
“to renew the tickets for the admission of members into love-feasts 
quarterly,” be stricken out. 


The same presented the following, which was referred 
to the Committee on Revisals. 


Whereas, The duties of all the committees ordered by the General 
Conference to be appointed by the Quarterly Conference, in paragraph 
98, page 74 of the Discipline, are defined under their proper heads, 
excepting the Committee on Church Records; therefore, 

fresolved, That the Committee on Revisals be instructed to prepare 
a section for the Discipline expressly defining the duties of said 
Committee on Church Records to read as follows: 

“ The Committee on Church Records shall provide the preacher in 
charge with the authorized Church Record published by our Book 
Agents, and shall see that he does make, or cause to be made, the 
suitable entries in said record as contemplated in the Discipline, and 
the Committee on Church Records shall examine said records and 
present a written report of their examination of this book to the 
second and fourth Quarterly Conferences.” 


The same also presented the following, which was 
read and referred to the Committee on Itinerancy: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Itinerancy be instructed to con- 
sider and report the following change of section 3, paragraph 151, 
page 101, under Duties of a Bishop, so as to read: “ Section 3. To 
fix the appointments of the preachers, provided he shall not allow 
any preacher to remain in the same station or circuit more than four 
years successively, except missionaries among the Indians, Welsh, 
Swedes, Norwegians, and other missionaries among foreigners, (not 
including the Germans,) where supplies are difficult to be obtained; 
missionaries to neglected portions of our cities, and to our people of 
color and on foreign stations; chaplains to reformatory, sanitary, 
and charitable institutions, to prisons, and in the army and navy; 
those preachers ‘who may be appointed to labor for the special bene- 
fit of seamen, and for the American Bible Society, or for any State 
Bible Society auxiliary thereto; the presidents, principals, or teach- 
ers of seminaries of learning, which are or may be under our super- 
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intendence; or the preacher stationed at Five Points Mission, New 
York, or at the American Chapel in Paris; and also when requested 
by an Annual Conference to appoint a preacher for a longer time 
than four years to any seminary of learning not under our care; 
provided, also, that with the exceptions above named, he shall not 
continue a preacher in the same appointment more than four years 
in eight. He shall have authority, when requested by an Annual 
Conference, to appoint an agent, whose duty shall be to travel 
throughout the bounds of each Conference, for the purpose of dis- 
tributing tracts; an agent to promote the cause of temperance; and 
also to appoint an agent or agents for the benefit of our literary in- 
stitutions ; an agent for the German Publishing Fund, and for other 
benevolent institutions.” 


George L. Curtiss presented the following, which was 
referred to the Committee on Revisals: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Revisals be requested to consider 
the propriety of so changing section 1, paragraph 176, page 116, of 
the Discipline, concerning duties of preachers in charge as to read: 

“Section 1. To make in the Church Record a regular catalogue, 
alphabetically arranged, of the members of the societies in all our 
circuits and statious, giving their residences, as far as practicable, as 
they may live in streets, together with their arrangement into classes. 
To make an exact record of all baptisms and marriages in his charge 
in the Church Record.” 

Also in section 2, paragraph 176, page 117, insert the words “or 
station,” after the word “ circuit,” so as to read: 

“Section 2. To leave his successor a particular account of the 
circuit or station, including an account of the subscribers for our 
periodicals.” 


He also presented the following, which was referred 
to the Committee on Revisals: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Revisals be instructed to inquire 
as to the changing of section 8, paragraph 175, page 112, of the Dis- 


cipline, so as to read: 

“ Section 8. To hold a meeting of all the leaders, stewards, ex- 
horters, and Sunday-school superintendents of the charge, to be 
denominated the official board meeting, as often as practicable,” ete. 

And that in all places in the Discipline where the term ‘ leaders 
and stewards’ meeting” occurs it shall be changed to read, “ official 


board meeting.” 
SOUTHERN ILLINOIS. 


T. H. Herdman presented for adoption the following 
resolution, which, on motion, was laid on the table: 


Resolwed, That the final call for memorials, petitions; resolutions, 
and all other papers to be considered by standing committees, be 
placed for Monday, May 10, and that the committees be required to 
report in full on the subjects involved by Tuesday, May 25, in order 
that the General Conference may have ample time to consider and 
dispose of every report before adjournment. 


John W. Locke presented the following, which was 
referred to the Committee on Revisals: 
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Resolved, That the Committee on Revisals be requested to prepare 
and report for the consideration of this General Conference a rule 
by which our ministers shall be governed in the solemnization of 
marriage between persons, one or both of whom have been di- 
vorced. 


C. T. Pace presented the following, which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Episcopacy: 


At the third Quarterly Conference of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church, Mount Vernon Station, Mount Vernon District, Southern 
Illinois Conference, held April 26, 1880, the following resolution was 
presented, and, on motion, adopted: 

“ Resolwed, That we are satisfied with the present law of our 
Church, by which Bishops are chosen by election, and for the term 
of life.” 


SOUTH INDIA. 


James M. Thoburn presented the following, which 
was referred to the Committee on Missions: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Missions be instructed to consider 
and report upon the expediency of exempting Annual Conferences in 
heathen and non-Protestant countries from the operation of the three 
years’ limitation of terms of pastoral service. 


He also presented the following, which was referred 
to the Committee on Missions: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Missions be instructed to amend 
the chapter on missions in the Discipline so as to make it include all 
the recognized missionary societies of the Church; also to define 
more fully the organization of Conference missionary societies, and 
to enlarge the functions of the same. 


SOUTH KANSAS. 
S. E. Pendleton presented the following, which was 
referred to the Committee on Sunday-Schools: 


Whereas, It is found to be impracticable to make available the rule 
relating to the Sunday-school Board, within the bounds of pastoral 
charges embracing more than one society; therefore, 

Resolved, 1. That section 2 of paragraph 248 of the Discipline be 
so changed as to read as follows: “ The Sunday-School Board of each 
Sunday-school shall consist of the preacher in charge, and a com- 
mittee of not less than one nor more than three, who shall be ap- 
pointed by the Quarterly Conference, the superintendent, the secre- 
tary, the treasurer, the librarians, and teachers of the school.” 

Resolwed 2. That paragraph 249 shall be so changed as to read, 
‘and said Quarterly Conference shall proceed to appoint a committee 
of not less than one nor more than three from each society, who 
shall be members of the Church.” 


TENNESSEE. 


H. W. Key presented the following resolution, which 
was referred to Committee on Freedmen’s Aid: 


Whereas, The Freedmen of the South have been struggling with 


difficulties social and political; and, 


> 
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Whereas, These difficulties and disabilities still continue to a con- 
siderable extent to oppress and cppose the progress in many respects ; 
and, 

Whereas, The Freedmen’s Aid Society has done a noble work in 
aiding in elevating the colored people by furnishing the means of 
Christian education to a large number; and, 

Whereas, There is no other organization that can so well accom- 
plish this work; therefore, 

Resolved, 1. That we recommend that the present organization of the 
Freedmen’s Aid Society be continued with such modification as will 
increase the sphere of its usefulness. 

Resolved, 2. That we reaffirm the action of the General Conference of 
1876. [See General Conference Journal of 1876, pages 310 and 311.] 


TROY. 


J. W. Thompson presented the following resolution, 
which was referred to the Committee on Revisals: 


Whereas, We deem it of great importance that those filling the re- 
sponsible position of class-leader in our Church be intelligent in re- 
spect to our Church matters; therefore, 

Fesolved, That no person be appointed or retained as a class-leader 
who does not take some one of our Church papers. 


S. M’Kean presented the following resolution, which 
was referred to the Committee on Itinerancy: 


Whereas, An intimate knowledge of his work is essential to the 
greatest efficiency of the Presiding Elder; and, 

Whereas, Much of the present term of four years is employed in 
acquiring this knowledge; therefore, 

Resulved, That paragraph 162 in the book of Discipline be so 
amended that it shall read, ‘‘ A Bishop may allow an elder to preside 
in the same district for any term not exceeding six years.” 


J. Hillman presented the following resolution, which 
was referred to the Committee on General Conference 


Entertainment: 


Resolved, That we request the Committee of Arrangement for the 
next General Conference not to engage an Opera House in which to 
hold their sessions—not intending to reflect upon the present ar- 


rangement. 
UTAH. 


J. S. Boreman presented the following resolution, 
which was referred to the Committee on General Con 
ference Entertainment: 


Resolved, That the Committee on General Conference Entertainment 
be directed to report a plan whereby hereafter the Church at large 
shall bear the burden of defraying all expenses of each General Con- 
ference, including the costs of entertaining the members thereof 


during the sessions of the Conference. 
He also offered the following resolution, which was 
referred to the Committee on Itinerancy: 


Whereas, It is reported “that large numbers of young men are an- 
nually denied admission into the various Eastern Confeiences by rea- 
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son of said Conferences having more applications for admission than 
they can provide for; and, 

Whereas, Many of these young men are needed in the Western 
country; therefore, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Itineraney be authorized to ex- 
amine into these subjects, and to report some plan for the transfer to 
our Western work of such of these young men as may be willing to 
go, and who shall be deemed qualified. 


J. 8. Boreman also offered the following, which was 
referred to the Committee on Education: 


Resolved, That there is a great and pressing necessity for increased 
educational facilities at Salt Lake City and in Utah Territory gener- 
ally; that this subject requires our earnest attention, and that the 
Committee on Education be instructed to inquire into the expediency 
of presenting it to the favorable consideration of the Church at 
large. 


UPPER IOWA. 


A. J. Kynett presented the following resolution, 
and moved its adoption: 


Resolved, That a committee, to consist of one minister and one 
layman from each General Conference District, together with two 
of the Bishops, be appointed on Church benevolence, and that said 
Committee be instructed to inquire and report as early as practicable 
as to the best method of disseminating information concerning the 
benevolent work of the Church, and of securing increased efficiency 
and co-operative action in every department. 

Bernard Kelley moved, as a substitute, to refer it to 
the Committee on the State of the Church, which was 
laid on the table. 

W. H. Olin moved, as a substitute, that it be referred 
to a committee of one from each General Conference 
District, with a Bishop to preside; which, on motion, 
was laid on the table. 

R. M. Hatfield called the previous question, but it 
was not ordered. 

On motion of A. 8. Graves, the amendment was laid 
on the table. 

Erastus O. Haven moved to amend by adding the 
words “and that they be instructed to consider all mat- 
ters relating to the publication of a monthly magazine,” 
which motion was laid on the table. 

George S. Hare moved to take from the table the 
motion to refer to the Committee on the State of the 
Church. The motion was agreed to. 

On motion, the previous question on the whole sub- 
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ject was ordered, and the motion to refer to the Com- 
mittee on the State of the Church prevailed. 

H. C. Dickhaut, rising to a question of privilege, re- 
ferred to an item in the Cincinnati Commercial, re- 
flecting injuriously upon a member of one of the Ger- 
man delegations, and pronounced the statement as slan- 
derous. 

Daniel Curry stated that a satisfactory statement 
would appear in the next issue of the Commercial. 

C. S. Rogers moved to suspend the rules to receive 
the Report of the Fraternal Delegate to the General 
Conference of the Methodist Episcopal Church of Can- 
ada. The motion prevailed, and, on motion, the Report 
was presented, read, and ordered to be printed in the 
Daily Christian Advocate. [See Appendia, 24, page 499. ] 

On motion of F. M. Chaffee, H. M. Laney was ex- 
cused from further attendance at Conference on account 
of personal affliction. 


VERMONT. 


H. A. Spencer presented the following resolution, 
which was referred to the Committee on Temperance: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Temperance be requested to in- 
quire into the practicability of forming Church temperance societies, 
which will secure to this work a corresponding prominence and per- 
manence to that now given to missionary work in the Church and 


Sunday-school. 
VIRGINIA. 


E. P. Phelps presented the following resolution, 
which was adopted: 


Resolved, 1. That the Commissioners appointed under the following 
resolutions, adopted by the General Conference on the 19th day of, 
May, 1876, (see Journal, page 274,) to wit: ‘“ Resolved, That, in order 
to remove all obstacles to formal fraternity between the two 
Churches, our Board of Bishops are directed to appoint a Commis- 
sion, consisting of three ministers and two laymen, to meet a sim- 
ilar Commission authorized by the General Conference of the Meth- 
odist Episcopal Church, South, to adjust all existing difficulties ;” 
be, and they are, hereby directed to report their action in the prem- 
ises on to-morrow, the 8th instant, at ten o’clock, and, especially, to 
report their action in the cases of Harmony Church, at Hamilton, 
and the parsonage of Hillsborough Circuit, both in Loudon County, 
Virginia. 

Resolved, 2. That said feport be made the order of the day at the 

time above specified. 
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WASHINGTON. 


H. A. Carroll presented the following resolution, 
which was referred to the Committee on Itinerancy: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Itinerancy be instructed to in- 
quire into the expediency of amending the fourth line of paragraph 
157, section 3, chapter ii, part ii, page 101, of the Discipline, so as 
to read ‘four years” instead of ‘‘ three years.” 


P. G. Walker presented the following resolution, 
which was referred to the Committee on Revisals: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Reyisals be and is hereby in- 
structed to inquire into the practicability and expediency of amend- 
ing the Discipline, part ii, chapter iii, page 126, paragraph 191, first 
line, so as to read, ‘‘men and women of solid piety,” ete. 


WEST VIRGINIA. 


W. T. Willey presented the following resolution, 
which was referred to the Committee on General Con- 
ference Entertainment: 


Resolved, That it be referred to the appropriate committee, to take 
into consideration the propriety of adopting some permanent regula- 
tion providing for the payment of all the proper expenses of dele- 
gates to each General Conference, including boarding, lodging, and 
entertainment, while in attendance upon the sessions thereof. 


On motion, the rules were suspended to receive the 
Report of the Fraternal Delegate to the African Meth- 
odist Episcopal Church. 

Bishop Harris presented the Report, which was re- 
ceived, read, and ordered to be printed in the Daily 
Christian Advocate. [See Appendix, 28, page 505.] 

He also presented a list of the committees to be ap- 
pointed by the Bishops, as follows: 


ON TEMPERANCE. 


District. Conference. 
I. Micah J. Talbot, Providence. 
Il. Jacob B. Graw, New Jersey. 
Ill. Jacob Hunt, Northern New York. 
IV. William W. Evans, Central Pennsylvania. 
V. I. T. Matthews, Wilmington. 
VI. William I. Fee, Cincinnati. 
VII. Charles E. Alexander, Tennessee. 
VII. John Russell, Detroit. 


IX. Thomas M. Gossard, Minnesota. 
X. James A. Locke, Southern Illinois. 
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XI. Daniel G. Strong, Columbia River. Sixra Day. 
XI. Henry G. Lich, Central German. celeb 

At large. William Brush, Austin. 
ON THE OBSERVANCE OF THE SABBATH. Pusan’ 
I. George J. Judkins, | New Hampshire. eae 


II. Jesse H. Diverty, New Jersey. 
Ill. Orris H. Warren, Central New York. 


IV. Leland W. Day, East Ohio. 
V. William G. Matton, Southern Central. 
VI. John D. Walsh, Kentucky. 


VII. Emperor Williams, Louisiana. 

VIII. Bengt A. Carlson, Sweden. 
IX. William Haw, West Wisconsin. 
X. William R. Goodwin, Illinois. 
XI. John D. Hammond, Nevada. 


XII. H. H. Klaus, North-west German. 
At large. Jacob C. Allen, Newark. 
ON FORM OF STATISTICAL REPORTS. Form of 
Statistical 
Daniel A. Goodsell, New York East. Repors 
- David 8. Monroe, Central Pennsylvania. 


Marmaduke H. Mendenhall, North Indiana. 


ON SCANDINAVIAN WORK. Sela 
John M. Reid, Michigan. 
A. J. Anderson, North-west Swedish. 
A. S. Graves, New York East. 
J. F. Chaffee, Minnesota. 
E. P. Phelps, Virginia. 
Luke Hitchcock, Rock River. 
John H. Johnson, Wisconsin, 
ON THE JUDICIARY. Judiciary, 
District. Conference, 
I. P. N. Granger, Vermont. 
II. Cyrus D. Foss, New York. 
III. Luke C. Queal, Central New York. 
IV. Samuel 8. Dreher, Philadelphia. 
V. John Lanahan, Baltimore. 


VI. Henderson Elliott, Cincinnati. 
VIL. Alvin Hawkins, Central Tennessee. 
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Isaac W. Joyce, 
Alpha J. Kynett, 

J. B. Blakeney, 
Jacob 8. Boreman, 
John Schlagenhauf, 
George G, Reynolds, 
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Conference. 
North-west Indiana. 
Upper Iowa. 

Towa. 

Utah. 

Saint Louis German. 
New York East. 


ON EXPENSES OF DELEGATES. 
David M’ Williams, 
Henry C. Dickhaut, 
Hugh Pitcairn, 


Central Illinois. 
Central German. 
Central Pennsylvania. 


ON PASTORAL ADDRESS. 


Daniel C. Knowles, 
John F. Hurst, 
David Copeland, 
Thomas N. Boyle, 
Lucius C. Matlack, 
Isaac F. King, 
Charles O. Fisher, 
James S. Smart, 
Lewis Hartsough, 
William Stephens, 
Philip M. Starr, 
Ludwig Nippert, 
James M. Thoburn, 


Conference. 
New Hampshire. 
Newark. 
Wyoming. 
Pittsburgh. 
Wilmington. 
Ohio. 
Savannah. 
Detroit. 
North-west Iowa. 
Saint Louis. 
Oregon. 
Germany and Switz’d. 
South India. 


ON MEMORIAL SERVICKS. 
Bishop Isaac W. Wiley. 


Samuel F, Upham, 
Aaron K. Sanford, 
Benjamin F, Parlett, 
Lazarus D. Shoemaker, 


New England. 
New York. 
Baltimore. 
Wyoming. 


ON THE PLACE AND ENTERTAINMENT OF THE GEN- 


ERAL CONFERENCE. 
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Memorial 
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I. Ammi 8, Ladd, 
John W. Hoyt, 
II. Homer Eaton, 
Stephen Barker, 
Il. Wm. H. De Puy, 
Mannister Worts, 


* 


Conference. 
Maine. : 
New England. 
Troy. 
New York. 
Genesee. 


Northern New York. 
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District. 
IV. Moses Hill, 

James Cooper, 

Henry A. Carroll, 

Matthew M. Allston, 

Lewis G. Adkinson, 

Amos Shinkle, 

Thomas B. Ford, 

Balets E. Lott, 

. Alanson R. Bartlett, 
Clement Studebaker, 

. Emory Miller, 
Conduce H. Gatch, 

. John T. Boyle, 

H. H. Taylor, 

Asahel M. Hough, 

Wm. W. Van Orsdel, 

XII. Louis Wallon, 
At large. F. G. Niedringhaus, 


Vv. 
VI. 


VIL. 


XI. 
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Conference. May 7. 
East Ohio. Brxta Dax, 
rf Morning. 
Pittsburgh. 
Washington. 


North Carolina. 
South-east Indiana. 
Kentucky. 
Arkansas. 

West Texas. 
Detroit. 
North-west Indiana. 
Upper Iowa. 

Des Moines. 
Missouri. 

Kansas. 

Southern California. 
Montana. 

East German. 

Saint Louis German. 


ON RESOLUTIONS CONCERNING THE DEATH OF JOHN Death of 


R. GOODWIN, OF THE SOUTH-EAST INDIANA DEL- 


EGATION. 
John J. Hight, 
George L. Curtiss, 
Ezra F. Hasty, 
Israel Taylor, 
Louis B. Sims, 


ON THE CENTENNIAL OF THE METHODIST EPISCOPAL 
CHURCH. : 


District. 


J. Willard F. Mallalieu, 
Isaac N. Hall, 
Stephen L. Baldwin, 
Joseph Hillman, 
Edward Cunningham, 
Francis H. Root, 
. Jacob Todd, 

Horace Benton, 
. Samuel B. Darnell, 
Wilson Cooke, 
Joseph 8S. Woods, 
Mills Gardner, 


LT 


III. 


VI. 


10 


John R. 
Goodwin. 


Indiana. 

South-east Indiana, 

North Indiana. | 

Indiana. 

North-west Indiana. 

Centennial 
of M. E. 
Church. 
Conference. 


New England. 
Vermont. 
Foochow. 
Troy. 

North India. 
Genesee. 
Philadelphia. 
North Ohio. 
Florida. 
South Carolina. 
Indiana. 

Ohio. 
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May 7. District. Conference, 
Bae Dad VIL Erasmus Q. Fuller, Georgia. 
Morning. 


William H. Crogman, Savannah. 
VIII. Francis D. Hemenway, Michigan. 
Sumner Howard, Detroit. 
IX. Lucius N. Wheeler, Wisconsin. 
William F. Johnston, Upper Iowa. 
X. Daniel P. Mitchell, South Kansas. 
Frank T. Campbell, Iowa. 
XI. Benjamin F. Crary, _ Colorado. 
Charles C. White, Nebraska. 
XII. Charles Urbantke, Southern German. 
At large. Andrew Gemecker, Western German. 


nae Skea ON THE AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY. 
I. William Butler, New England. 
II. George 8. Hare, New York. 
III. DeWitt C. Huntington, Genesee. 
IV. Peter A. Laffer, Erie. 


V. John R. Thompson, West Virginia. 
VI. E. W. S. Hammond, Lexington. 


VII. Benajah Sheets, Alabama. 
VIII. Martin Hansen, Norway. 
IX. Luther M. Walters, | Des Moines. 
X. Hiram Buck, Illinois. 
XI. Charles C. Stratton, California. 
XII. Louis Appel, Chicago German. 
At large. William Nast, Central German. 
Fraternal ON FRATERNAL CORRESPONDENCE. 
Correspond- 
ence, Milton S. Terry, New York. 
Alfred Wheeler, Erie. 
Henry W. Warren, Philadelphia. 
Benjamin St. James Fry, Saint Louis. 
William 8. Edwards, Baltimore. 
To nominate TO NOMINATE TRUSTEES FOR CHURCH INSTITUTIONS. 
for Church District. Conference. 
es I. J. Durkee Beeman, Vermont. 
Il. James N. FitzGerald, Newark. 
Til. William Bixby, Wyoming. 


IV. William Swindells, Philadelphia. 
V. Job A. Price, Baltimore. 


a 
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VI. John M. Walden, Cincinnati. Srern Day. 
VII. Samuel J. B. Carter, Central Alabama. eee 2 
VIII. Hugh M. Laney, Central Illinois. 
IX. Z. P. Burdick, Wisconsin, 


X. Ira K. Alderman, . Missouri. 
XI. Thomas B. Lemon, Nebraska. 
XII. G. W. Marquardt, Saint Louis German. 
At large. William W. Moffett, New Jersey. 


Bishop Harris, on behalf of the Bishops, also sug- Questions on 
gested the following, which were referred to the Com- oman 


mittee on the Itinerancy: Ce eas 
QUESTIONS TO BE ANSWERED BY PREACHERS BEFORE 

THE CONFERENCE PREPARATORY TO THEIR ADMIS- 

SION INTO FULL CONNECTION : 

Question 1. Have you faith in Christ ? 

Quest. 2. Are you going on to perfection ? 

Quest. 3. Do you expect to be made perfect in love in this life ? 

Quest. 4. Are you groaning after it ? 

Quest. 5. Are you resolved to devote yourself wholly to God and 
his work ? 

Quest. 6. Do you know the General Rules of our Church ? 

Quest. 7. Do you keep them ? 

Quest. 8. Have you studied the doctrines of the Methodist Episco- 
pal Church ? 

Quest. 9. Have you carefully considered the points in which our 
doctrines differ from those of other Churches ? 

Quest. 10. After full examination do you believe that our doctrines 
are in harmony with the Holy Scriptures, and will you preach and 
maintain them ? 

Quest. 11. Have you studied our form of Church Discipline and 
polity ? 

Quest. 12. Have you carefully considered the particulars in which 
we differ from other Churches ? 

Quest. 13. Do you approve our Church government and polity, and 
will you support and maintain them ? 

Quest. 14. Have you considered the Rules of a Preacher, especially 
the first, tenth, and twelfth? 

Quest. 15. Will you keep them for conscience’ sake ? 

Quest. 16. Are you determined to employ all your time in the work 
of God? 

Quest.. 1%. Will you diligently instruct the children in every 

lace ? : 
P Quest. 18. Will you visit from house to house ? 

Quest. 19. Will you recommend fasting or abstinence both by pre- 
cept and example ? 

Quest. 20. Are you in debt? 

PROPOSED ORDER OF BUSINESS FOR ANNUAL CON- Qrcrot 
FERENCES. An. Confs. 


Question 1. Who are Received by Transfer, and from what Con- 
ferences ? 

Quest. 2. Who are Admitted on Trial ? 

Quest. 3. Who Remain on Trial? 
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Quest. 4. Who are Discontinued ? 
Quest. 5. Who are Admitted into Full Connection ? 
Quest. 6. Who are Re-admitted ? 
Quest. 7. Who are Received on Credentials from other Churches ? 
Quest. 8. What Traveling Preachers have been elected Deacons ? 
Quest. 9. What Traveling Preachers have been ordained Deacons ? 
Quest. 10. What Local Preachers have been elected Deacons ? 
Quest. 11. What Local Preachers have been ordained Deacons? 
Quest. 12. Who are the Traveling Deacons of the First Class ? 
Quest. 13. Who are the Traveling Deacons of the Second Class ? 
Quest. 14. What Traveling Deacons have been elected Elders? 
Quest. 15. What Traveling Deacons have been ordained Elders ? 
Quest. 16.. What Local Deacons have been elected Klders ? 
Quest. 17. What Local Deacons have been ordained Elders ? 
Quest. 18. Who are the Supernumerary Preachers ? 
Quest. 19. Who are the Superannuated Preachers ? 
Quest. 20. Was the Character of each Preacher Examined ? 
Quest. 21. Have any Died? 
Quest. 22. Have any been Transferred, and to what Conferences ? 
Quest. 23. Have any Withdrawn ? 
Quest. 24. Have any Located at their own request ? 
Quest. 25. Have any been Located? 
Quest. 26. Have any been permitted to Withdraw under Charges ? 
Quest. 27. Have any been Expelled ? 
Quest. 28. Who are the Triers of Appeals? 
Quest. 29. What is the Statistical Report ? 
Quest. 30. What are the Claims on the Conference Fund ? 
Quest. 31. What has been Received on these Claims, and how has 
it been Applied ? 
Quest. 32. Where are the Preachers Stationed ? 
Quest. 33. Where shall the next Conference be held ? 


WEST WISCONSIN. 


James Lawson presented the following, which was 
referred to the Committee on Revisals: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Revisals be requested to prepare 
and insert inthe Discipline a suitable form for class-leaders’ reports to 
Quarterly Conferences. 


WESTERN GERMAN. 


J. A. Reitz presented the following resolution, which 
was referred to the Committee on Revisals: 


* Whereas, Our Discipline says that infant baptism shall be kept up 
in the Church; and, 

Whereas, Preachers as well as members, when they are received 
into full connection, promise to obey the Discipline; and, 

Whereas, It is known that even in Methodist families children are 
allowed to grow up unbaptized, contrary to the spirit and teaching 
of our Church; and, ; 

Whereas, It is unjustifiable for Methodists to treat the holy sacra- 
ment of baptism so lightly; therefore, 

Resolwed, That the rule of the Discipline in regard to the baptism 
of infant ehildren be made more stringent and obligatory. 


He also offered the following resolution, which was 
referred to the Committee on Revisals: 
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Whereas, The Discipline makes provision for the support of super- 
annuated preachers, but such support is not available until they 
have been superannuated for a year; and, 

Whereas, In the first year (for which no provision is made) they 
need the support of the Church as much as in any succeeding year; 
therefore, 

Resolved, That the law of the Discipline in regard to this point be 
so amended that the superannuated preachers may receive support 
from the Church as soon as they are compelled to enter such rela- 
tion. 


He also offered the following resolution, which was 
referred to the Committee on the Book Concern: 


Whereas, The provision in the Discipline for the support of super- 
annuated preachers from the profits of the Book Concern is not car- 
ried into effect, and from various causes the said profits do not reach 
the proper claimants; therefore, 

Resolved, That the profits of the Book Concern be hereafter more 
promptly and faithfully disbursed.among the proper claimants, 
namely, the superannuated preachers, and the will and intention of 
the Discipline in this matter be carried out to its full extent. 


WISCONSIN. 


L. N. Wheeler presented the following, which was 
read and referred to the Committee on Missions: 


Whereas, The wide and varied interests of our missionary work, 
with Conferences in every section of the globe, and with every land 
open to us, demand careful and thorough supervision; and, 

Whereas, While other charities of the Chureh have increased their 
annual collections during the years of business depression, the chief 
and oldest of our’ Church benevolences has gradually fallen away; 
therefore, 

Resolved, 1. That we cannot meet our foreign obligations with less 
episcopal supervision than the full time of at least one bishop; and, 

Resolved, 2. That to efficiently administer the home office, and to so 
awaken popular attention to the claims of the work committed to 
our hands as that wider intelligence or information and more gen- 
erous liberality shall prevail in respect to this great cause, we need 
not less than three secretaries. 


He also presented the following, which was referred 
to the Committee on Revisals: : 


Whereas, In the sparsely-settled frontier, and in other feeble por- 
tions of our work, great, and sometimes insuperable, difficulty is ex- 


perienced in the attempt to secure proper disciplinary committees . 


for the trial of accused members; therefore, 

Resoled. That in paragraph 217, immediately after the words 
“ Quarterly Conference,” the following be inserted: “ Excepting 
when the Preacher in Charge and the Presiding Elder decide that the 
circumstances of the case are such as to forbid the possibility of 
securing a competent committee, but in every such instance at least 
one third of said committee shall be non-official.” And, further, 
that the clause in paragraph 244, which reads as follows: ‘And no 
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member thereof having been a member of the committee for the 
trial of such person shall be permitted to vote on the case,” be 
stricken out. 


L. N. Wheeler presented the following, which was 
referred to the Committee on Revisals: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Revisals be requested to consider 
whether or not it is expedient to so alter and amend paragraph 248 
as to define who is chairman of the Sunday-School Board, or by what 
method that officer shall be designated. Also paragraph 372, so as to 
regulate the organization of a board of trustees, with president, sec- 
retary, and treasurer, Also to inquire into the desirability of more 
thoroughly codifying the provisions of the Discipline, and, as far as 
possible, of incorporating into the appropriate paragraphs the vari- 
ous points of law decided from time to time by the General Confer- 
ence, and printed in the Appendix. 


He also presented the following, which was referred 
to the Committee on Revisals: 


Whereas, Certain rules and regulations of the Book of Discipline 
are to be regarded as no more than venerated relics of a by-gone 
age; others are practically obsolete, or, at least, are neglected by the 
great majority of our members and ministers, although the vow to 
observe them is still exacted; and, 

Whereas, It is a recognized principle of ethics, confirmed and 
emphasized by apostolic teaching, that unnecessary burdens should 
not be bound on the conscience; therefore. 

Resolved, That the Committee on Revisals be requested to consider 
the propriety of expunging or modifying such clauses of the Disci- 
pline as forbid slave-holding, the buying and selling of slaves, the 
putting on of gold and costly apparel, and the rule requiring the 
granting and renewal of love-feast tickets, together with such other 
features of our ecclesiastical law as are superfluous, and which we 
do not nor cannot enforce, or which may with the greatest advan- 
tage be left to every individual conscience. 


O. J. Cowles presented the following, which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Revisals: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Revisals be instructed to consid- 
er the expediency of amending the Discipline, paragraph 176, section 
5, by inserting after the words, “other places,” the words, ‘ And if 
such certificate be held by the person receiving it for one year or 
more, without sufficient reason, it shall be null and void.” 


He also presented the following, which was referred 
to the Committee on Revisals: 


Whereas, In several instances great confusion and strife have re- 
sulted from lack of definiteness on the subject; therefore, ; 

fesolved, That the Committee on Revisals be instructed to consid- 
er the expediency of amending the Discipline, paragraph 248, section 
1, by inserting after the words “Sunday-School Board” the words, 
“which board shall elect its own chairman;” also paragraph 175, 
section 14, by inserting the word “fourth” before the words * Quar- 
terly Conference,” and by striking out the words following the 
words ‘ Quarterly Conference,” namely, “ at each quarterly meeting.” 
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WYOMING. 


D. Copeland presented the following resolution, 
which was referred to the Committee on Revisals: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Revisals be requested so to 
amend the Discipline that the General Conference shall meet on the 
first Wednesday of May, instead of the first day of May. 


He also offered the following resolution, which was 
referred to the Committee on Itinerancy: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Itinerancy be requested to in- 
quire into the expediency of requesting Presiding Elders to hold 
semi-annual instead of Quarterly Conferences in the several charges 
of their districts. 


J. G. Eckman presented the following resolution, 
which was referred to the Committee on the Book 


Concern: 
Whereas, The names of our Book Agents are subject to frequent 


changes, causing as frequent changes upon the covers and title-pages 
of our books, thereby causing more or less confusion and embarrass- 


ment to the book trade, with loss to our publishing interests; . 


therefore, 

Resolved, That we instruct our Book Agents to print ‘ Book Con- 
cern” upon the covers and title-pages of their publications instead 
of the names of the Agents. 


John M. Reid offered the following resolution, which 
was laid on the table: 


Resolved, That the call for memorials and petitions and that for 
resolutions be suspended after the second call of each is completed, 
but that the Secretaries be permitted thereafter, until the sixteenth 
of May, to receive for reference such papers as may be presented, and 
enter the same as duly referred. 


COLORADO. 


B. F. Crary offered the following resolution, which 
was read and referred to the Committee on Itinerancy: 


Resolwed, 1. That there be inserted in the chapter on District Confer- 
ences, in the Discipline, page 60, paragraph 89, section 4, line 12, 
after the words “traveling connection,” the words,‘‘nor shall any 
minister from another denomination be received” (without the rec- 
ommendation of the Quarterly Conference, etc.,) so as to make the 
action of the Quarterly Conference, in every case, necessary as be- 
fore the organization of District Conferences. 

Resolved, 2. That paragraph 92, page 64, in the Discipline, chapter on 
District Conferences, be stricken out. 


On motion, Conference adjourned to meet in Saint 
Paul’s Methodist Episcopal Church at half past seven 


P. M., in order to receive Fraternal Delegates. 
The benediction was pronounced by R. A. Caruthers. 
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FRIDAY EVENING, MAY 7. 

Conference met, pursuant to adjournment, in Saint 
Paul’s Methodist Episcopal Church, at half past seven 
P. M., Bishop Simpson presiding. 

Religious services were conducted by Oliver J. Cowles, 
who announced the hymn commencing 

“ Blest be the tie that binds,” 


After the singing of which he led in prayer. 
_The hymn commencing 


“T love thy kingdom, Lord,” 


was then sung, after which the credentials of Rev. At- 
ticus G. Haygood, D.D., and Hon. James H. Carlisle, 
LL.D., Fraternal Delegates from the Methodist Epis- 
copal Church, South, were read. 

Joseph C. Hartzell then introduced Dr. Haygood to 


the President, and, after presentation, he addressed the 


Resolution 
on Frater- 
hity. 


OnDr.Jones’ 
Address. 


Conference. [See Appendix, §, page 436. ] 

Charles W. Bennett presented Dr. James H. Carlisle 
to the President, who introduced him to the Confer- 
ence, after which he addressed the Conference. [See 
Appendix, 7, page 448. | 

The credentials of Rev. John Jones, D.D., repre- 
sentative of the General Assembly of the Presbyterian 
Church, were read. He was presented tothe President 
by John W. Locke, and after presentation to the Con- 
ference, he delivered an address. 

Clinton B. Fisk presented the following resolution, 
which was unanimously adopted: 

Resolwed, That we have listened with the profoundest pleasure to 
the addresses of Rev. A. G. Haygood, D.D., and Hon. James H. Car- 
lisle, LL.D., the Fraternal Delegates to this body from the Methodist 
Episcopal Church, South. We heartily reciprocate their sentiments 
of love and fraternal greeting. We rejoice in the success of their 
great Church, and bid it welcome to every part of our nation, where- 
ever in the providence of God its ministers may be called to labor. 
Our hearts have been touched by the reference made to the death of 


the sainted Lovick Pierce, and claim the heritage of his life and char- 
acter as partly our own. 


Charles W. Bennett offered the following resolution, 
which was adopted unanimously: 
fesolwed, That we have listened with pleasure to the address of 


Rey. John Jones, D.D., and that we rejoice greatly in the growth and 
prosperity of the Presbyterian Church, which he so ably represents. 
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On motion, it was ordered that the addresses deliv- 
ered this evening be printed in the Daily Christian 
Advocate. And it was also announced by the Secre- 
tary that all fraternal addresses would appear in the 
Appendix to the Journal. 

Conference adjourned, with the benediction by Bishop 
Samuel Fallows, of the Reformed Episcopal Church. 


SATURDAY MORNING, MAY 8 


Conference met at nine o’clock A. M., Bishop Simp- 
son presiding. ‘ 

James A. Miller, of the Pittsburgh Conference, con- 
ducted the opening religious services. 

The Journals of yesterday’s morning and evening 
sessions were read and approved. 

The following members, not heretofore present, were 
announced as in their seats: 

Milton G. Urner, of the Baltimore Conference; Sum- 
ner Howard, of the Detroit Conference ; Washington 
J. Marsh, of the Nevada Conference; Henry Naumann, 
of the Saint Louis German Conference. 

The following changes in the Standing Committees 


were announced: 
d INDIANA. 


Boundaries: J. F, Lindley substituted for W. M’K. 
Hester. Freedmen’s Aid: W. M’K. Hester substituted 


for J. F. Lindley. 
IOWA. 


Sunday-Schools: F. T. Campbell substituted for W. 


Wilson, Jun. 
NEWARK. 


Sunday-Schools: J. N. FitzGerald substituted for T. 
Y. Kinne. Boundaries: T. Y. Kinne substituted for J. 
N. FitzGerald. 

NORTH-WEST SWEDISH. 

Book Concern: A. J. Anderson substituted for A. 
W. Berggren. Lay Representation: A. W. Berggren 
substituted for A. J. Anderson. 


PROVIDENCE. 
Education: H. D. Robinson substituted for M. J. Tal- 
bot. Freedmen: M. J. Talbot substituted for H. D. 


Robinson. 
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TROY. 
Lay Representation: Homer Eaton substituted for 
John M. Webster. 


SOUTHERN CENTRAL. 


Education: T. W. Smith substituted for W.G. Matton. 
Itinerancy: T. W. Smith substituted for W. G. Matton. 
State of the Church: W G. Matton substituted for T. 
W. Smith. Church Extension: W. G. Matton substi- 
tuted for T. W. Smith. 


WEST VIRGINIA. 
Lay Representation: C. F. Scott substituted for H. 
C. M’Whorter. Sunday-Schools: C. F. Scott sub- 
stituted for H. C. M’Whorter. 


WESTERN GERMAN. 


Revisals: J. A. Reitz, substituted for A. Gemecker. 
The call for memorials and petitions was then made: 


BALTIMORE. 

L. T. Widerman presented memorials on the subject 
of boundaries, which were referred to the Committee 
on Boundaries. 

He also presented the action of the Baltimore Confer- 
ence relating to boundaries, and it was referred to the 
Committee on Boundaries. 


CALIFORNIA. 

C. H. Afflerbach presented a paper containing excep- 
tions by M. C. Briggs to the ruling of the presiding 
Bishop at the Conference held at Napa, 1878, which 
was referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Luke Hitchcock moved that all questions of appeal 
from episcopal decisions shall be referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary, and it was adopted. 


CENTRAL GERMAN. 

William Nast presented the Report on the German 
Sunday-School and Tract Work, and it was referred to 
the Committee on Sunday-Schools and Tracts. 

H. C. Dickhaut presented a paper from the Lay 
Electoral Conference of the Central German Confer- 
ence in reference to the election of a German to the of- 
fice of Bishop, and it was referred to the Committee on 
Hpiscopacy. 
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CENTRAL ILLINOIS. 


F. M. Chaffee presented the memorial of Macomb 
District, Central Illinois Conference, asking modifica- 
tions concerning ministerial support, which was referred 
to the Committee on the Book Concern. 


CENTRAL OHIO. 

Bishop Harris presented a memorial of John Graham 
relating to the missionary cause, which was referred to 
the Committee on Missions. 

Leroy A. Belt presented a paper, signed by himself 
and four others, on mode of constituting the Committee 
on Missions and Church Extension, which was referred 
to the Committee on Missions. 

A. Harmount presented a memorial relating to change 
of time of meeting of Electoral Conferences, which was 
referred to the Committee on Itinerancy. 


CENTRAL PENNSYLVANIA. 

Hugh Pitcairn presented the action ofthe Lay Elect- 
oral Conference regarding lists of lay delegates, which 
was referred to the Committee on Revisals. 

He also presented the action of the same Conference 
concerning the Presiding Eldership, which was referred 
to the Committee on the Itinerancy. 

Also, the action o# the same Conference with refer- 
ence to the Christian Advocate, which was referred to 
the Committee on the Book Concern. 

Also, the action of the same Conference on the sub- 
ject of lay representation in the Bishops’ council, which 
was referred to the Committee on Lay Representation. 

F. B. Riddle presented the action of the same Con- 
ference relating to the profits of the Book Concern, which 
was referred to the Committee on the Book Concern. 


CHICAGO GERMAN. 
L. Appel presented a paper from the Lay Electoral 
Conference on the election of a German Bishop, which 
was referred to the Committee on the Episcopacy. 


CENTRAL NEW YORK. 


Luke C. Queal presented a memorial from Auburn 
District concerning District Conferences, which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Itinerancy. 
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He also presented a petition from William Reddy 
on Conference evangelists, which was referred to the 
Committee on Itinerancy. 

Also, a memorial from Webb’s Mills Charge on the 
subject of boundaries, which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Boundaries. 

Also, one signed by himself and others concerning 
boundaries, which was referred to the Committee on 
Boundaries. 

Also, a petition of Waverly Charge, Wyoming Con- 
ference, concerning boundaries, which was referred to 
the Committee on Boundaries. 

O. H. Warren presented the action of the Central 
New York Conference on the subject of fraternity, 
which was referred to the Committee on the State of 
the Church. 


CINCINNATI. 


J. M. Walden presented a memorial from the Cincin- 
nati Conference regarding the Third Restrictive Rule, 
and it was referred to the Committee on Itinerancy. 

He also presented a memorial from the Cincinnati 
Preachers’ Meeting relating to city mission work, 
which was referred to the Committee on Missions. 

W. L. Hypes presented a memqral of the Columbia 
Methodist Episcopal Church in regard to change of 
pastor, and it was referred to the Committee on the 
Episcopacy. 

He also presented a memorial of Thomas H. Pearne 
and M. Dustin concerning camp-meetings and camp- 
grounds, which was referred to the Committee on the 
State of the Church. 

W. I. Fee presented a memorial from the Quarterly 
Conference of Aberdeen Charge, in regard to modifica- 
tion of Discipline in respect to the exclusion of un- 
worthy members, and also in reference to Church cer- 
tificates, which was referred to the Committee on Re- 
visals, 

He also presented a memorial from the Quarterly 
Conference of Lockington Circuit, Cincinnati Confer- 
ence, in relation to boundaries, which was referred to 
the Committee on Boundaries. 
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CENTRAL TENNESSEE. 


O. O. Knight presented the action of the Conference 
concerning the action of Georgia Conference, which 
was referred to the Committee on the State of the 


Church. 
COLORADO. 


B. F. Crary presented the memorial of the West Las 
Animas Charge, concerning the use of hymns, which 
was referred to the Committee on the State of the 
Church. 

Also, the action of the same charge concerning a 
Sabbath-school hymnal, which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Sunday-Schools and Tracts. 

Also, the petition of C. W. Bowman, on the same 
subject, which was referred to the Committee on Sun 
day-Schools and Tracts. 


COLUMBIA RIVER. 
Daniel G. Strong presented a memorial concerning 
the publication of two papers on the Pacific coast. 


DELAWARE. : 

William F. Butler presented the action of the Cam- 
bridge Charge, with reference to the election of a col- 
ored Bishop, which aas referred to the Committee on 
the Episcopacy. 

He also presented the action of the Delaware Confer- 
ence on the same subject, which was referred to the 
Committee on the Episcopacy. 

Also, from Zoar Church, Philadelphia, a petition on 
the same subject, which was referred to the Committee 
on the Episcopacy. 

DETROIT. 

James S. Smart presented the memorial of Detroit 
Conference concerning boundaries, which was referred 
to the Committee on Boundaries. 

Arthur Edwards presented a memorial concerning 
Local Preachers, which was referred to the Committee 
on Itinerancy. 

Also a memorial requesting the displacement of par- 
agraph 210 of the Discipline, which was referred to the 


Committee on Itinerancy. 
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EAST OHIO. 


J. M. Carr presented a paper relating to the action 
of stewards in certain cases, which was referred to the 
Committee on Revisals. 

He also presented the action of the East Ohio Con- 
ference on Boundaries, which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Boundaries. 

J. D. Taylor presented the memorial of himself and 
S. F. Minor in reference to support of superannuated 
ministers, which was referred to the Committee on 
the Itinerancy. 


ERIE. 


Amos N. Craft presented a petition, signed by him- 
self and another, relating to boundaries, which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Boundaries. 


GENESEE. | 


W. H. De Puy presented a document concerning 
District Conferences, which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Itinerancy. 

F. H. Root presented the action of Troy District 
Conference, on the subject of boundaries, which was 
presented to the Committee on Boundaries. 

Also, a protest from the same Conference, in relation 
to the same subject, which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Boundaries. 

De Witt C. Huntington presented the action of the 
Rochester District Conference concerning Church let- 
ters, which was referred to the Committee on Re- 
visals. 

He also presented the action of the Troy District 
Conference, concerning an index to the Quarterly Re- 
view, which was referred to the Committee on the Book 
Concern. ‘ 

Also, a memorial from the Woman’s Temperance 
Union, which was referred to the Committee on Tem- 
perance. 

Also, a memorial from L. T, Hawkins in reference to 
the General Rules, which was referred to the Commit- 
tee on the State of the Church. ‘ 
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GERMANY AND SWITZERLAND. 


Ludwig Nippert presented the petition of the Con- 
ference concerning the visits of Bishops, which was 
referred to the Committee on the Episcopacy. 

Also, one from the same Conference, asking for a 
division of the Conference, which was referred to the 
Committee on Boundaries. 

Also, one from the same Conference, concerning stu- 
dents in the Martin Mission Institute, which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Education. 

Also, one in relation to prolonging pastoral term in 
certain cases, which was referred to the Committee on 
Itinerancy. 

HOLSTON. 


John F. Spence presented a petition signed by him- 
self and eight others concerning the work in the South, 
which was referred to the Committee on the Freedmen. 


ILLINOIS. 


H. Buck presented the action of Decatur, Blooming- 
ton, and Springfield joint District Associations on dio- 
cesan episcopacy, which was referred to the Committee 
on the Episcopacy. 

W. H. H. Adams presented the memorial of George 
W. Gray and two others relating to a post-graduate 
course of Conference studies, which was referred to the 
Committee on Education. 

H. Buck also presented a memorial from G. W. Miller 
and others in relation to extension of pastoral term, 
and it was referred to the Committee on the Itinerancy. 

John P. Newman moved to take up the order of the 
day, namely: the Report of the Commission on Fra- 
ternity, appointed by the last General Conference, and 
the motion prevailed. 

Clinton B. Fisk presented the Report, which was 
read. 

E. P. Phelps called up the resolution presented by 
him on yesterday. 

G. S. Hare moved to refer it to the Committee on the 


State of the Church, which motion was laid on the 


table. ‘ 
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E. P. Phelps moved to reconsider so much of the 
Report as relates to Harmony Church, and the Hills- 
borough parsonage, both in the State of Virginia. 

Clinton B. Fisk raised a point of order as to the pow- 
ers of the Commission. 

Bishop Simpson presented the following decision as 
to the point of order: 

It is the judgment of the Chair that, while he believes the action 


was designed to be final, yet he thinks the General Conference must 
decide the question for itself. 


William Brush moved to refer the Report and the 
whole subject to a committee of seven, which, on mo- 
tion, was laid on the table. 

George S. Hare moved the adoption of the following 
resolution: 

Resolved, That, without expressing any opinion of the wisdom or 
unwisdom of the action of the Commission on Fraternity, we regard 
the action in good faith and as a finality. 

James M. Buckley moved the adoption of the follow- 
ing amendment, so that the resolution shall read: 

Resolved, That we regard the action of the Commission on Frater- 
nity, appointed by the Bishops by the order of the last General Con- 
ference, as final. 

The previous question was ordered, and the amend- 
ment of J. M. Buckley was adopted, and the resolution 
of G. 8. Hare, as amended, was adopted. 

Ammi 8. Ladd moved that all reference to the sub- 
ject be expunged from the Journal, which motion was 
laid on the table. 

On motion of Sandford Hunt, the Rev. D. D. Whedon, 
D.D., was invited to a seat on the platform. 

On motion of John M. Walden, the rules were 
suspended, and he presented the Report of the 
Freedmen’s Aid Society, which was referred to the 
Committee on that subject. [See Appendia, 57; 
page 620. | 

The Committee on Ecclesiastical Code presented Re- 
port No. I, which, on motion of Kasimer P. Jervis, was 
recommitted, and their request for further time was 
granted. 

The Report of the committee appointed to attend the 
funeral of Dr. John R. Goodwin, was read, and, on mo- 
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tion, received and ordered to be printed in the Daily 
Christian Advocate, as follows: 


Journal of the General Conference. 


161 


May 8&8. 
SEvENTH 
Day. 


i We, the committee appointed by the General Conference to attend 
the funeral of Dr. John R. Goodwin, lay delegate from the South- 
east Indiana Conference, beg leave to report that in the discharge of 
this mournful duty we went to Brookville, Indiana, on Wednesday, 
May 5, and found a family in deepest distress, and an entire com- 
munity overspread with gloom, 

The funeral services were of the most affecting character, and in- 


dicated the high regard felt for our deceased brother. 


We are glad 


to report that “Dr. Goodwin died in holy triumph, and, though he had 
so short a time to live after receiving his death wound, his house 
was in order, his record was well written, and he bade his loved 
ones farewell in perfect peace, and sweetly fell asleep in Jesus. 

It is still true that “our people die well, for they die in the Lord.” 
D. J. PHILLIPS, 


CHAS. C. BINKLEY, 
J. F. LINDLEY, 


Committee. 


L. B. Sus, 


Bishop Harris announced the following committees: 


Legislative 


ON THE LEGISLATIVE DEPARTMENT OF THE CHURCH. Teparturent 
District. Conference. Church, 
I. Samuel F. Upham, New England. 
II. Daniel Curry, New York East. 
III. John B. Wentworth, Genesee. 
IV. Joseph D. Taylor, East Ohio. 
V. Waitman T. Willey, West Virginia. 
VI. Will Cumback, South-east Indiana. 
VII. Otis O. Knight, Central Tennessee. 
VIII. William H. Perrine, Michigan. 
IX. Oliver J. Cowles, Wisconsin. 
X. J. W. M’Donald, Towa. 
XI. Edward J. Northrup, Oregon. 
XII. Louis Hartmann, Central German. 
At large. Milton G. Urner, Baltimore. 
Temporal 
ON TEMPORAL ECONOMY. Economy. 
I. Charles 8. Rogers, New England. 
George M. Eddy, Providence. 
II. Charles E. Hill, New Jersey. 
Theodore Y. Kinne, Newark. 
III. Benjamin Shove, Central New York. 
Benjamin M. Peck, Genesee. 
IV. Henry L. Chapman, Pittsburgh. 


11 


Lewis Miller, 


East Ohio. 
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District. Conference. 
V. Luther T. Widerman, Baltimore. 
Henry C. M’Whorter, West Virginia. 
VI. William L. Hypes, Cincinnati. 
Charles C. Binkley, | North Indiana. 
VII. John W. Mann, Holston. 
Gabriel Todd, Texas. 
VIII. Francis M. Chaffee, Central Illinois. 
Philo H. Crippen, Michigan. 
IX. Mahlon D. Collins, Des Moines. 
Dudley J. Spaulding, West Wisconsin. 
X. Richard A. Caruthers, Kansas. 
Edwin O. Stannard, Saint Louis. 
XI. Christian H. Afflerbach, California. 
Thomas L. Griffey, | Nebraska. 
XII. Henry Naumann, Saint Louis German. 
Henry Weseman, East German. 
Atlarge. John P. Newman, New York. 


ON JOHN-STREET CHURCH. 


Levi S. Weed, George I. Seney, 
Daniel A. Goodsell, Stephen Barker, 
Joseph Hillman, Aaron K. Sanford, 


Solomon Parsons. 


Erastus O. Haven presented a memorial from the 
Educational Convention, which was referred to the 
Committee on Education. 

On motion, the Conference adjourned, the benedic- 
tion being pronounced by D. 8. Monroe. 


MONDAY MORNING, MAY 10. 


Conference met at nine o’clock, A.M., Bishop Bowman 
in the chair. 

The religious exercises were conducted by D. Curry. 

The Journal of Saturday’s session was read and 
approved. 

The following members were reported as having ar- 
rived and in their seats: 

James S. Payne, of the Liberia Conference ; Horace 
J. Nickerson, of the East Maine Conference; Jacob E. 
Freeman, of the Texas Conference. 


- 
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Wm. Butler offered the following resolution, which 


was read and adopted : 

Whereas, The Rey. Albert 8. Hunt, D.D., Secretary of the American 
Bible Society, is now on an official visit to this General Conference, 
in the interest of the venerable and honored Society which he repre- 
sents; therefore, 

Resolved, That Dr. Hunt be, and he hereby is, invited to occupy a 
seat on the platform of this General Conference during his visit. 

Amos Shinkle, a Committee on visit to Zoological 
Gardens, reported the time selected for the visit to 
be next Thursday, at half past two P.M., and suggested 
that John Simpkenson, Esq., be added to the committee 
to consummate the arrangements. On motion, the re- 
port was adopted. 

The call for memorials and petitions was then 
made. 

Bishop Wiley read the Report of the Committee on 
Memorial Services, and it was adopted ; and, on mo- 
tion, made the order of the day for May 18, at 
ten A.M. 

CALIFORNIA. 

David Tuthill presented exceptions to the rulings of 
the Bishop in the case of J. W. Ross, at a Conference 
held at Napa; and it was referred to the Committee 
on the Judiciary. 

C. H. Afflerbach presented a memorial concerning 
the German work on the Pacific coast, and it was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Boundaries. 

He also presented a petition for changing the Disci- 
pline, paragraph 157, section 3, page 102, so that where 
the words occur, “not including the Germans,” these 
words shall follow, “excepting those laboring on the 
Pacific coast;” and it was referred to the Committee 
on Revisals. 

CENTRAL NEW YORK. 

EK. O. Haven presented a memorial of an Educational 
Convention with reference to a recognition of theolog- 
ical schools in the Discipline, and it was referred to 
the Committee on Education. 

He also presented a memorial from the same body 
with reference to the election of the Secretary of 
the Board of Education, and it received a similar ref- 


erence. 
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He also presented a memorial from the same body 
with reference to appointing members of Annual Con- 
ferences to colleges and theological seminaries for pur- 
poses of study. Referred to the Committee on Educa- 
tion. 

ILLINOIS. 

W. H. Webster presented a petition from women of 
First Methodist Episcopal Church, Springfield, linois, 
signed by Mrs. Pringle, and thirteen others, asking that 
the office of deaconess be instituted in the Church, 
and it was referred to the Committee on Revisals. 


IOWA. 


I. A. Bradrick presented a petition in relation: 1. To 
organizing institutions of learning as pastoral charges; 
2. To introducing Hebrew and scriptural Greek into 
the classical course in colleges; 3. To properly recog- 
nizing industrial education in our institutions of learn- 
ing; and they were referred to the Committee on Re- 
visals. 

He also presented memorial from Muscatine District 
in relation to boundaries, and it was referred to the 
Committee on Boundaries. 

F. T. Campbell presented action of Lay Electoral 
Conference in relation to boundaries, and it was re- 
ferred to the same committee. 

J. B. Blakeney presented a petition relating to secret 
societies, signed by Newton Calhoun and seventy- 
seven others, and it was referred to the Committee on 
Revisals. 

William Wilson, Jun., presented a memorial from the 
Woman’s Christian Temperance Union of Iowa, and it 
was referred to the Committee on Temperance. 

J. W. M’Donald presented memorial from F. W. 
Evans and two others, in regard to Conference bound- 
aries, and it was referred to the Committee on Bound- 
aries. 

He. also presented the action of Oskaloosa District 
on the same subject, signed by D. C. Smith and two 
others, and it was referred to the Committee on Bound- 
aries. 


Also the action of the Iowa Conference in regard to 
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boundaries, and it was referred to the Committee on 
Boundaries. 

Also a memorial from the Iowa Conference ir rela- 
tion to holding certificates of membership, and it was 
referred to the Committee on Revisals. 

Also a memorial from Marengo Station in relation to 
the Iowa Conference Boundaries, and it was referred 
to the Committee on Boundaries. 

J. W. M’Donald presented the action of Iowa Confer- 
ence in regard to a cheap Church paper, and it was 
referred to the Committee on the Book Concern. 


KANSAS. 

R. A. Caruthers presented the action of Kansas Confer- 
ence on the subject of boundaries, and it was referred 
to the Committee on Boundaries. 

Also a memorial from V. Greer on boundaries, which 
was referred to the Committee on Boundaries. 

KENTUCKY. 

J. D. Walsh presented a paper containing action of 
the Conference in reference to membership of Bishops 
in the General Conference, and it was referred to the 
Committee on the Episcopacy. 

LITTLE ROOK. 

A. L. Richmond presented a memorial from White 
River District Conference, asking for changes in Dis- 
cipline, and it was referred to the Committee on Revisals. 

LOUISIANA. 

Joseph C. Hartzell presented a memorial from the 
German Church in Louisiana asking to be connected 
with the Southern German Conference, and it was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Boundaries. 

He also presented a memorial from the New Orleans 
Preachers’ Meeting in favor of electing a Bishop of 
African descent, and it was read and referred to the 
Committee on the Episcopacy. 

Emperor Williams presented a memorial from the 
New Orleans Preachers’ Meeting indorsing the editorial 
managemént of the South-western Christian Advocate, 
etc., and asking that a book depository be established 
in New Orleans, and it was referred to the Committee 
on the Book Concern. 
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J. F. Patty presented memorial from the New Orleans 
Preachers’ Meeting approving the work inaugurated in 
NewOrleans and vicinity among the freedmen by Mrs. 
Jennie C. Hartzell, and recommending that a similai 
work be incorporated in the regular efforts of the 
Freedmen’s Aid Society throughout the South; and it 
was referred to the Committee on Education. 

It was announced that Robert D. Cramer, of the 
Missouri Conference, was present, and in his seat. 

Samuel Mower asked leave of absence until to-mor- 
row for Joseph D. Stubbs, and it was granted. 

James W. Greene asked leave of absence until next 
Friday for Louis B. Sims, and it was granted. 


LIBERIA. 


Bishop Harris presented a petition from members «f 
the Liberia Conference asking the election of one of 
their number to the office of Bishop, and it was re- 
ferred to the Committee on the Episcopacy. 

Bishop Harris also presented Report of the Fraternal 
Delegates to the General Conference of the African 
Methodist Episcopal Zion Church, which was read, and, 
on motion, ordered to be printed in the Daily Christian 
Advocate. : 


MICHIGAN. 


F. D. Hemenway presented the Quadrennial Report 
of the Garrett Biblical Institute, and it was referred to 
Committee on Education. [See Appendix, 59, p- 637.] 

A paper from the Bishops was presented containing 
suggestions concerning ambiguous paragraphs in the 
Discipline, and it was referred to the Committee on 
Revisals. 

MINNESOTA. 


D.C. John presented a petition, signed by himself and 
one more, asking various amendments and changes in 
the Discipline, and it was referred to the Committee 
on Revisals. 

MISSISSIPPI. 


John W. Dunn presented a memorial in regard to 
change of the pastoral term, and it was referred to the 
Committee on Itinerancy. 
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He also presented a memorial in regard to District 
Conferences, and it was referred to the Committee on 
Itinerancy. 

John A. W. Moore presented a petition asking that 
the words “Are they total abstainers?” be added to 
section 1, paragraph 99, of the Discipline, and it was 
referred to the Committee on Revisals. 

J. M. Shumpert presented the action of the Mississippi 
Conference, indorsing the editorial management of the 
South-western Christian Advocate, and it was referred 
to the Committee on the Book Concern. 

He also presented a memorial from John H. Dunn 
and others in regard to the election of a Bishop of African 
descent, and it was read, and, on motion of J. 8. Smart, 
referred to the Committee on the Episcopacy. 

L. C. Deshazo presented a petition, signed by Thomas 
Walton and one hundred and seventeen others, in rela- 
tion to Conference boundaries, and it was referred to 
the Committee on Boundaries. 

J. M. Shumpert presented a petition from Woodward 
Circuit for a new Conference, and it was referred to 
the Committee on Boundaries. 


MONTANA. 

Hugh Duncan presented a memorial, signed by F. A. 
Riggin and others, asking that their Conference be al- 
lowed to remain as it is, and it was referred to the 
Committee on Missions. 

NEWARK. 

John F. Hurst presented a memorial of the Newark 
Conference asking to have additional power conferred 
upon Conference Boards of Church Extension, which 
was referred to the Committee on Church Extension. 

He also presented the petition of the Newark Confer- 
ence in regard to temperance, which was referred to 
the Committee on Temperance. 

NEW ENGLAND. 

William Butler presented the petition of himself and 
twenty-six delegates, requesting an inquiry regarding 
Preachers’ Aid Societies and Ministerial Relief Associa- 
tions, which was referred to the Committee on Temporal 
Economy. 
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He also presented a memorial on the subject of 
temperance, which was referred to the Committee on 
Temperance. 

He also presented a memorial of the Woman’s Chris- 
tian Temperance Union of Massachusetts on the subject 
of temperance, which was referred to the Committee 
on ‘Temperance. 

He also presented the Report of the School of Theol- 
ogy of Boston University, which was referred to Com- 
mittee on Education. [See Appendia 61, page 640.] 

He also presented the memorial of the New England 
Conference on conditions of membership in the Church, 
which was referred to the Committee on Revisals. 

Bishops David S. Doggett, D.D., and Holland N. 
M’Tyeire, D.D., of the Methodist Episcopal Church, 
South, were present and were introduced to the Con- 
ference. 

NEW ENGLAND. 

William Butler presented the memorial of Melrose 
Charge on modification of paragraph 248 of the Dis- 
cipline, signed by George Woodward and thirteen oth- 
ers, which was referred to the Committee on Revisals. 

He also presented the memorial of the Alumni of the 
Boston School of Theology on the subject of the ordi- 
nation of women, which was referred to the Committee 
on Itinerancy. 

He also presented a memorial of the New England 
Conference on the ordination of women, which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Itinerancy. 

He also presented a memorial on removing the 
restriction of the term of ministerial service, which was 
referred to the Committee on Itinerancy. 

He also presented the appeal of Rev. L. R. Thayer 
against an episcopal decision, which was referred to 
the Committee on the Judiciary. 

He also presented the appeal of Rey. L. R. Thayer in 
the case of Miss Anna Oliver, which was referred to 
the Committee on the Judiciary. 

He also presented the memorial of the New England 
Conference on the subject of a missionary periodical, 
which was referred to the Committee on Missions. 

He also presented the memorial of the New England 
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Conference in reference to changes in the Discipline, 
which was referred to the Committee on Missions. 
Joseph Cummings presented the memorial of Willard 
S. Allen and eight others, on a quorum of Quarterly 
Conferences and Leaders and Stewards’ Meetings, 
which was referred to the Committee on Revisals. 


NEW JERSEY. 


Clinton B. Fisk presented the action of the Lay Elect- 
oral Conference against the extension of the time of 
the pastorate, which was referred to the Committee on 
the Itinerancy. 

NEW YORK. 

A. K. Sanford presented an appeal of the New York 
Conference from the decision of the presiding Bishop 
in reference to licensing women as local preachers, 
which was referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

He also presented a memorial in reference to admis- 
sion of candidates on trial, which was referred to the 
Committee on Revisals. 


NEVADA. 

W. J. Marsh presented the action of the Confer- 
ence in reference to stewards and trustees, which was 
referred to the Committee on Revisals. 

John D. Hammond presented the action of the Con- 
ference in reference to Conference boundaries, which 
was referred to the Committee on Boundaries. 


NORTHERN NEW YORK. 

I. S. Bingham presented a memorial from Mrs. F. G. 
Hibbard, President of the Woman’s Christian Temper- 
ance Union, which was referred to the Committee on 
Temperance. 

NORTH INDIANA. 

A. Greenman presented the petition of htmself and 
five others on increasing the appropriation to foreign 
‘mission fields, which was read and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Missions. 

M. H. Mendenhall presented a communication from 
Mrs. Z. G. Wallace, President of the Woman’s Christian 
Temperance Union of Indiana, on the subject of Church 
temperance societies, which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Temperance. 
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NORTH OHIO. 


George Mather presented the petition of North Ohio 
Conference Ministerial Institute in relation to Confer- 
ence boundaries, which was referred to the Committee 
on Boundaries. 

He also presented the petition of the same Institute 
asking change of rule of probation, which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Revisals. 


NORTH-WEST GERMAN. 


H. H. Klaus presented a memorial of the lay dele- 
gates of the North-west German Conference on episco- 
pacy, which was referred to the Committee on the Epis- 
copacy. 

He also presented the memorial of same delegates on 
the subject of revisals, which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Revisals. 

NORTH-WEST INDIANA. 


James W. Greene presented the memorial of Clinton 
Charge Quarterly Conference, in reference to the with- 
drawal of members from the Church, which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Revisals. 

John H. Cissel presented the petition of John Rob- 
inson in reference to membership of superannuated 
preachers in District Conferences, etc., which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Judiciary. 


NORTH-WEST IOWA. 

John R, Lemon presented eight separate petitions on 
the subject of change of boundaries, which were re- 
ferred to the Committee on Boundaries. 

Lewis Hartsough presented six separate petitions on 
the subject of change of boundaries, which were re- 
ferred to the Committee on Boundaries. 


OHIO. 


S. M. Bright presented the petition of A. W. Arm- 
strong for changes in the chapter on Sunday-schools, 
which was referred to the Committee on Sunday-schools 
and Tracts. 

He also presented the petition of I. F. King and oth- 
ers on change of Stewards and Leaders’ Meetings, which 
was referred to the Committee on Itinerancy. 
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S. M. Bright presented the petition of H. Z. Adams and 
others concerning Church letters, which was referred to 
the Committee on Revisals. 

He also presented the petition of H. Z. Adams and 
others to abolish the office of exhorter, which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Revisals. 

He also presented the memorial of I. F. King and 
two others on sundry verbal changes in the Discipline, 
which was referred to the Committee on Revisals. 

T. L. Taylor presented the memorial of T. W. Stan- 
ley on improving and cheapening our Church literature. 
Referred to the Committee on the Book Concern. 

J. M. Trimble presented the memorial of Joseph 
Morris, which was referred to the Committee on the 
Book Concern. 

He also presented the memorial of H. Z. Adams and 
others, asking that the Discipline may be so changed as 
to state the time for which a Bishop is elected, which 
was referred to the Committee on the Episcopacy. 

S. M. Bright presented the memorial of I. F. King 
on sundry changes in reference to District Conferences, 
which was referred to the Committee on the Itinerancy. 

He also presented the memorial of I. F. King as to 
who shall preside in Quarterly Conference in the ab- 
sence of the Presiding Elder. Referred to the Com- 
mittee on Itinerancy. 

I. F. King presented the memorial of A. R. Miller, 
proposing sundry changes of Discipline. Referred to 
the Committee on Revisals. 

He also presented memorials from London District 
on Quarterly Conferences. Referred to the Committee 
on Itinerancy. 

Also one on returning minutes of trial to Annual 
Conferences from Judicial Conferences. Referred to 
the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Also one as to who may select missionary Bishops. 
Referred to the Committee on the Episcopacy. 


OREGON. 


P. M. Starr presented the Report of the Pacific 
Christian Advocate, which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Book Concern. 
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PHILADELPHIA. 


S. S. Dreher presented an extract from the Minutes of 
the Lay Electoral Conference against any change in the 
term of the pastorate, and it was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Itinerancy. 

He also presented a paper in relation to price of the 
Christian Advocate and premiums to subscribers, and 
it was referred to the Committee on the Book Concern 

He also presented a memorial in regard to min- 
isters engaging in secular business, and it was referred 
to the Committee on Itinerancy. 

Also a memorial relative to the creation of a Board of 
Location of Churches, and it was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Itinerancy. 

Also a memorial in relation to lay representation in 
Annual Conferences, which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Lay Representation. 

George Cummins presented a memorial of J. G. Fran- 
cis on a Sunday-school Hymnal, which was referred to 
the Committee on the Book Concern. 


PITTSBURGH. 


Thomas N. Boyle presented a memorial of the Ameri- 
can Woman Suffrage Association, which was referred 
to the Committee on Itinerancy. 

H. L. Chapman presented a memorial from Union 
Church, Pittsburgh, on the Episcopacy and the Presid- 
ing Eldership, which was referred to the Committee 
on the Episcopacy. 

PROVIDENCE. 

8. 8. Talcott presented a petition of the Quarterly 
Conference of Willimantic, Providence Conference, in 
relation to salaries of Church officers, which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Temporal Economy. 

M. J. Talbot presented a memorial of Providence 
Conference in reference to an index for the Quarterly 
Review, also in reference to the price of books, which 


was referred to the Committee on the Book Concern. 


He also presented a memorial from the same Confer- 
ence for Committees in Quarterly Conferences on tem- 


perance, which was referred to the Committee on 
Revisals. 
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M. J. Talbot also presented the action of the same 
Conference on extension of pastoral term, which was 
referred to the Committee on Itinerancy. 

He also presented the action of the same Conference 
on publications of the Book Concern, which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on the Book Concern. 


SAINT LOUIS. 


Benjamin St. James Fry presented a memorial of the 
Saint Louis Preachers’ Meeting on the course of study 
for local preachers, which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Revisals. 

He also presented a transcript from the Saint Louis 
Conference Journal on change of boundary, which was 
referred to the Committee on Boundaries. 

William Stephens presented forms for statistics from 
I. J. K. Lunbeck, which were referred to the Committee 
on Statistics. 

SAINT LOUIS GERMAN. 


F. G. Niedringhaus presented a memorial in regard 
to congregations conducting their services in foreign 
languages, which was read and referred to the Commit- 
tee on the State of the Church. 

He also presented a memorial in reference tv a Ger- 
man Bishop, which was referred to the Committee on 
the Episcopacy. 

SAVANNAH. 


©. O. Fisher presented an extract from the Savan- 
nah Conference Journal in regard to the election of a 
colored Bishop, which was referred to the Committee 


on the Episcopacy. 
He also presented a resolution of Atlanta District on 


the election of a colored Bishop, which was referred to 
the Committee on the Episcopacy. 


SOUTH CAROLINA. 


M. K. Holloway presented an extract from the Jour- 
nal of the South Carolina Conference on boundaries, 
which was read and referred to the Committee on 


Boundaries. 
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SOUTH-EAST INDIANA. 


L. G. Adkinson presented a memorial from Aurora 
Station, concerning ministerial support, which was 
referred to the Committee on Temporal Economy. 

G. L. Curtiss presented a memorial from Indianapolis 
Preachers’ Meeting for the re-enactment of a resolution 
of 1868, which was read and referred to the Commit- 
tee on Revisals. 


SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA. 


A. M. Hough presented a petition in regard to the 
Publishing Committee of the California Christian Ad- 
vocate, and it was referred to the Committee on the 
Book Concern. 

He also presented the action of the Commission of the 
California and Southern California Conferences in re- 
gard to boundaries, and it was referred to the Commit- 
tee on Boundaries. 

He also presented a memorial in regard to the Cali- 
fornia Christian Advocate, which was referred to the 
Committee on the Book Concern. 


SOUTHERN ILLINOIS. 


T. H. Herdman presented the action of the Mount 
Vernon District Ministerial Association on the pastoral 
term, and it was referred to the Committee on Itiner- 
ancy. ; 

James A. Locke presented the action of the Lay 
Electoral Conference in regard to the high prices of 
Church literature, and it was referred to the Committee 
on the Book Concern. 


SOUTH INDIA. 
J. M. Thoburn presented Conference resolution ask- 


ing for division of Conference, and it was referred to 
the Committee on Missions. 


SOUTH KANSAS. 


Bernard Kelley presented a memorial of Committee 
of the Conference in regard to the case of A. B. 
Walker, and it was referred to the Committee on the 
Book Concern. 
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D. P. Mitchell presented transcript of the Conference 
Journal on boundaries, and it was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Boundaries. 

Charles W. De Wolf presented a memorial to insure 
a uniform style of address of our publishing interests, 
and it was referred to the Committee on the Book 
Concern. : 


TROY. 


Homer Eaton presented the action of Conference 
against change of boundaries, and it was referred to 
the Committee on Boundaries. 

W. H. Hughes presented a memorial from the 
Woman’s Christian Temperance Union of the State of 
New York, asking organization of Church temperance 
societies, and it was referred to Committee on Tem- 
perance. 

The same also presented the action of Conference 
concerning fasting, and it was referred to the Commit- 
tee on Revisals. 

Joseph Hillman presented petition on the subject of 
praying bands, and it was referred to the Committee 
on the State of the Church. 

S. M’Kean presented a memorial, signed by the mem- 
bers of the Quarterly Conference of Bennington Charge, 
Troy Conference, against changing the boundaries of 
the Conference, and it was referred to the Committee 
on Boundaries. 


UPPER IOWA. 


F. C. Wolfe presented a memorial, signed by himself 
and two hundred and nine others, on boundaries, which 
was referred to the Committee on Boundaries. 

R. Swearingen presented a memorial from Daven- 
port and other Churches within Upper Iowa Confer- 
ence, on boundaries, which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Boundaries. 


UTAH. 


Jacob S. Boreman presented a memorial from Salt 
Lake Church in regard to educational interests, which 
was referred to the Committee on Education. 


175 


May 10, 
EIGHTH 
Day. 
Boundaries. 
Address of 


publishing 
interests. 


Troy. 


Boundaries, 


Church tem- 
perance s0- , 
cieties. 


Fasting. 


Praying 
bands. 


Boundaries, 


Uprrer 
Iowa. 


Boundaries, 


UTan. 


Evlueational 
interests. 


176 


May 10. 
LicutTa 
Day. 
' Vermont. 


Boundaries. 


Uniformity 
of service. 


VIRGINIA. 


Church 
* property. 


W. Texas. 


Book depos- 
itory at N. 
Orleans, 


West Vir- 
GINIA, 

Elective 
Presiding 
Eldership, 


Boundaries. 


Sustentation 
fund. 


West Wis- 
CONSIN. 

Ecclesiastic- 
al Code. 


WISCONSIN. 


Cheap and 
popular 
publica- 
tions. 


Journal of the General Conference. [1880. 


VERMONT. 


M. O. Heath presented a memorial from Lay Elect- 
oral Conference in regard to boundaries, which was 
referred to the Committee on Boundaries. 

J. D. Beeman presented records of joint commission 
on boundary of Troy and Vermont Conferences, which 
was referred to the Committee on Boundaries. 

H. A. Spencer presented a memorial in regard to 
uniformity of services, which was referred to the 
Committee on Revisals. 


VIRGINIA. 


E. P. Phelps presented a memorial from Quarterly 
Conference of Hillsborough Circuit in regard to Church 
property, which was referred to the Committee on the 
State of the Church. 


WEST TEXAS. 


Samuel Gates presented a memorial for book deposi- 
tory at New Orleans, etc., which was referred to the 
Committee on the Book Concern. 


WEST VIRGINIA. 


J. L. Clark presented a memorial against an elective 
Presiding Eldership, which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Itinerancy. 

He also presented a memorial from the same on 
boundaries, which was referred to the Committee on 
Boundaries. 

T. B. Hughes presented a memorial on establishing a 
sustentation fund, which was referred to the Commit- 
tee on Temporal Economy. 


WEST WISCONSIN. 


James Lawson presented a memorial from Rey. A. 
Brunson, D.D., for changes in ecclesiastical code. Re- 
ferred to a special committee on the same. : 


WISCONSIN. 

L. N. Wheeler presented the petition of the Wiscon- 
sin Lay Electoral and Annual Conferences touching 
cheap and popular publications, which was referred-to 
the Committee on the Book Concern. 
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O. J. Cowles presented a memorial of the Milwau- 
kee District Association on appointing a Presiding 
Elder to a pastoral charge, which was referred to the 
Committee on the Episcopacy. 


WYOMING. 


_ Y. C. Smith presented a memorial of Wyoming 
Conference in reference to boundaries, which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Boundaries. 

He also presented the petition of his delegation asking 
a change in Discipline, which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Revisals. 

He also presented a petition for change of Discipline, 
substituting “Official Board” for “Stewards and 
Leaders’ Meeting,” which was referred to Committee 
on Revisals. 

Bishop Simpson presented the Report of the Board 
of Trustees of the Chartered Fund, which was referred 
to the Committee on the State of the Church. [See 
Appendix, §2, page 646. ] 

The rules were suspended to allow Lewis Miller to 
present Report No. I of the Committee on Sunday- 
Schools and Tracts, which was read, and, on motion of 
G. W. Woodruff, was adopted, as follows: 


ON SUNDAY-SCHOOLS AND TRACTS, REPORT NO. I. 


The Committee have received the following paper, which they re- 
turn to the General Conference, and recommend that it be adopted: 

Whereas, The year 1880 is the centenary of the Robert Raikes 
Sunday-school movement; and, 

Whereas, The Bishops and the Board of Managers of the Sunday- 
School Union of the Methodist Episcopal Church have requested 
our Sunday-schools to observe Sunday, May 30, as a special memo- 


rial day; therefore, 
Resolved, That this General Conference heartily approves the recom- 


mendation, and joins in the request. 
On motion, the call for resolutions was resumed. 


AUSTIN. 
Wm. Brush presented the following resolution, which 
was read: 


Whereas, In the new and frontier Conferences most of our preach- 
ers have but limited and insufficient support, and are often embar- 
rassed in the prosecution of their Church work and disheartened at 
the prospect of the poverty and helplessness of their families in case 
of their decease; and, 
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Whereas, The people in those Conferences can do but little in con- 
tributing funds for superannuated preachers, or the families of 
deceased preachers; therefore, 

Resolved, That the General Conference be requested to give the 
subject its most earnest and careful attention, for the purpose of 
devising some plan that shall adequately and uniformly provide for 
the relief of such preachers and families. ‘ 


A. 8. Graves moved to refer it to the Committee on 
Temporal Economy. 

J. S. Smart moved as a substitute to refer it to Com- 
mittee on the Book Concern. 

W. R. Davis moved to lay the substitute on the 
table, which motion prevailed. 

The previous question being called, on motion of 
John Lanahan, the original motion prevailed. 


BALTIMORE. 
Job A. Price presented the following, which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Itinerancy: 


Whereas, There seems at times a serious conflict of jurisdiction 
between the boards of trustees and stewards for want of a distinct 
setting forth of their respective powers and duties; therefore be it 

Resolved, That the respective powers and duties of trustees and 
stewards be specifically set forth in our book of Discipline. 


W.S. Edwards presented the following, which was 
read and referred to the Committee on Revisals: 


Resolved, That paragraph 193 of the Discipline, pages 126 and 127, 
relating to duties of stewards, be amended by adding, “ On the elec- 
tion of stewards the Presiding Elder, or preacher in charge in his ab- 
sence, shall ask each steward elected, in the presence of the Quar- 
terly Conference : 

1. Have you read the duties of a steward as described in para- 
graph 193 of the Discipline ? 

2. As far as may be in your power will you seek to fulfill these 
duties ? 


He also presented the following, which was read and 
referred to the Committee on Revisals: 


Resolved, That paragraph 482 of the Discipline, page 263, baptism 
of adults, be changed by omitting, (sixth line from bottom on the 
page,) ‘‘and shall sprinkle or pour water upon him (or, if he shall de- 
sire it, shall immerse him in water)” and substituting, ‘‘ and shall 
proceed to baptize him, so that it willread, “Then shall the minister 
ask the name of each person to be baptized, and shall proceed to 
baptize him, saying,” ete. 


CALIFORNIA. 


H. B. Heacock presented the following action of 
California Conference on amending the Discipline ¢on- 
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cerning statistical reports, which was referred to the 
Committee on Revisals: : 


Resolved, That we petition the next General Conference to amend 
the Discipline in the following respect: In paragraph 77, answer 
16, page 54, to follow item 6, in these words or others of similar 
import. 

“(7.) Current expenses, including interest on church indebtedness, 
if any, and also allowances for preachers, and what has been col- 
lected and paid thereon; provided, that money raised on mortgages 
or notes, or borrowed on any securities whatever, shall not be re- 
ported as collections.” 


H. B. Heacock also presented the following action 
of the California Conference, September 22, 1879, 
which was referred to the Committee on Revisals: 


Resolved, That the delegates elected by the Conference to repre- 
sent us in the next General Conference be requested to use their 
utmost efforts to secure the necessary changes in the Discipline, 
whereby the trustees of church property belonging to the M. BE. 
Church shall be prevented from placing any mortgage upon such 
property for the purpose of meeting the current expenses incurred 
in their respective charges. 


CENTRAL ALABAMA. 


P. C. Louis presented the following, which was read 
and referred to the Committee on Itinerancy: 


Whereas, Presiding Elders may preside in the same district a term 
of four years, after which they cannot be appointed to the same dis- 
trict for six years thereafter; therefore, be it 

Resolved, That said section of the Discipline of the Methodist Hpis- 
‘copal Church be so changed that Presiding Elders shall be eligible to 
the same district in which they may have presided in one year in- 


stead of six. 
CENTRAL ILLINOIS. 


Francis M. Chaffee presented the following, which 
was referred to the Committee on Revisals: 


Resolwed, That the Committee on Revisals be instructed to inquire 
into the propriety of explaining, in some part of the Discipline, that 
the duty of the Committee appointed by the Quarterly Conference on 
Church Records is to examine all records kept by the officers of the 
charge, namely: The pastor, the recording steward, and the secre- 
tary of the board of trustees, and report, etc. 


George R. Palmer presented the following, which 
was referred to the Committee on Itinerancy: 
Resolved, That so much of the Journal of the Central Illinois Con- 


ference as relates to District Conferences, asking that they be made 
compulsory or discontinued, be referred to the Committee on Itin- 
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CENTRAL NEW YORK. 


L. C. Queal presented the following, which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Freedmen’s Aid and our 
W ork in the South: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Freedmen’s Aid and our Work in 
the South is requested to recommend an organization for adoption, 
which shall secure a representative from the General Conference 
district in its administration. 


CENTRAL OHIO. 


A. Harmount presented the following, which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on the Book Concern: 


Resolved, That the Committee-on the Book Concern be directed to 
take into consideration the propriety and practicability of publishing 
a monthly literary magazine, which shall be denominational and 
largely religious in its character, at a price not to exceed two dol- 
lars a year, to take the place of the present National Repository. 


He also presented the following, which was referred 
to the Committee on Revisals: 


Whereas, It sometimes becomes necessary, in the interim of the 
Quarterly Conference, to provide for the creation of new boards of 
trustees for the building of churches and parsonages; therefore, 

Resolwed, That the Committee on Revisals be instructed to inquire 
into the expediency of amending the Discipline, part v, chap. iii, par- 
agraph 372, so as to read, ‘‘The trustees shall be elected annually by 
the Quarterly Conference of the circuit or station, upon the nomina- 
tion of the preacher in charge, or the Presiding Elder of the district. 
And, in the interim of a Quarterly Conference, the preacher in charge, 
or the Presiding Elder of the district, may appoint a board of trust- 
ees for a church or a parsonage, subject to approval by the next 
Quarterly Conference. 


P. 8. Donelson presented the following, which was 


referred to the Committee on Revisals: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Revisals are requested to ascer- 
tain and report what further legislation is necessary in addition or 
in amendment of the Discipline, paragraphs 346, 347, pages 202, 203, 
in order to meet the salaries of the Bishops in full without de- 
pending on the Book Concern. 

He also presented a resolution, which was referred 
to the Committee on Revisals: 


Resolved, That the time of meeting of the General Conference ve 
changed from the first day of May to the first Thursday of May. 


L. A. Belt presented the following, which was read 
and referred to the Committee on Boundaries: 
Whereas, The paper offered by F. 8. Hoyt on General Confer- 


ence Districts was, by the General Conference, referred to the Com- 
mittee on Boundaries; therefore, 
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Fesolved, 1. That the said paper be and hereby is referred to a 
subcommittee of the Boundary Committee, composed of two (2) from 
such Conferences as are represented in General Conference by delega- 
tion of nine, (9,) and two from such as are represented by delegation 
of eight, (8,) and two from such as are represented by delegation of 
seven, (7,) and two from such as are represented by delegation of 
six, (6,) and two from such as are represented by delegation of five, 
(5,) and two from such as are represented by delegation of four, (4,) 
and two from such as are represented by delegation of two, (2,) and, 

Resolved, 2. That this subcommittee shall be constituted as fol- 
lows: by allowing the delegates representing the several Annual 
Conferences upon the Boundary Committee to divide into as many 
nominating and appointing committees as there are Conferences 
proportionately represented as the above-mentioned gradation indi- 
cates, each grade nominating and appointing its two representatives 
upon the subcommittee. 

Resolved, 3. That this subcommittee thus appointed and con- 
stituted shall proceed as soon as practicable to group the Annual 
Conferences together in twelve groups, each group to be called a 
General Conference District, one of which shall be a German District, 
as District No. 12 is now constituted, each and all of the other 
districts shall be composed of Annual Conferences having equal dele- 
gated representation in General Conference. 


CENTRAL PENNSYLVANIA. 


D. S. Monroe presented the following, which was 
referred to the Committee on Statistics: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Statistics present a fuller form 
for Annual Conference Statistics than is now in use. 


James C. Clarke presented the following, which was 
referred to the Committee on Freedmen: 


Whereas, Various rumors in the nature of complaints have reached 
certain members of this General Conference touching the manage- 
ment of our Church affairs in and around New Orleans, therefore 

Resolwed, That we hereby recommend that the Committee on 
Freedmen’s Aid give careful and impartial attention to said com- 
plaints, and, if deemed necessary, report thereon at its earliest con- 
venience. 


S. C. Swallow presented the following, which was 
referred to the Committee on the State of the Church: 


Resolved, 1. That we are unalterably opposed to so conducting our 
camp-meetings as to induce our people to neglect or forsake the or- 
dinary home Church services on the Sabbath. This inereases the 
unwieldy crowds that already throng our thoroughfares, over many 
of our camp-grounds, and forget to keep holy the Lord’s day. 

Resolved, 2. That all our Camp-meeting: Associations should re- 
ceive direction from and be amenable to the Annual, District, or 
Quarterly Conferences within whose bounds they are severally lo- 
cated 

Resolved, 3. That all deeds securing places for holding Methodist 
Episcopal camp-meetings should contain the trust clause found in 
our Discipline, paragraph 378. 
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CINCINNATI. 


William I. Fee presented the following, which was 
referred to the Committee on Revisals: 


ResoWwed, That the Discipline be so amended, that after paragraph 
374, a new paragraph shall be inserted as follows: 

“Trustees elected by the Quarterly Conference of the circuit or 
station are amenable to it for the faithful performance of their duty. 
And the Quarterly Conference shall have power to change or dis- 
miss them at pleasure.” 

Let the following paragraph begin with the words: 

Provided, nevertheless, ‘‘ That,” ete. 


He also presented the following, which was referred 
to the Committee on Revisals: 


Resolved, That after the word “ nine,” paragraph 249, the words 
“for each Sunday-school in the charge,” be inserted in the Dis- 
cipline. 


He also presented the following, which was referred 
to the Committee on Revisals: 


Resolved, That the following new paragraph be inserted in the 
Discipline, after paragraph 370: “In all meetings of the board of 
trustees a majority of the members shall constitute a quorum for the 
transaction of business, unless a different number is provided by the 
State or Territory, and the preacher in charge shall be chairman 
ex officio, unless the board shall elect a chairman from its own 
number.” 


COLORADO. 


B. F. Crary presented the following, which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Revisals: 


Whereas, Women are already in numerous instances filling the 
offices of stewards, trustees, leaders of classes, etc.; and 

Whereas, Presiding Elders have been compelled to decide that the 
words ‘‘man” and ‘‘men” in the Discipline were generic, and in- 
cluded woman as simply female man; and, 

Whereas, The work of God would be greatly hindered if they did 
not so decide and put women in these offices, some of our Churches 
in the West being composed chiefly of women ; therefore, 

Resolwed, 1. That the Committee on Revisals be and hereby are in- 
structed to change all names and pronouns in the Discipline that 
seem to conflict with this understanding of its import in this behalf. 

fesolved, 2. That the administration of pastors and Presiding El- 
ders who have been under the necessity of employing women’s help 
in organizing and building up Churches is hereby approved. 


DES MOINES. 
Alvah J. Andres presented the following, which was 
referred to the Committee on Church Extension: 


Resolved, 1. That the words, “so located that a quorum may be 
convened at any time,” in paragraph 288, of Discipline, shall be dis- 
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placed by the following : “The Presiding Elders being ex-officio 
members thereof,” and each Annual Conference shall fix the time 
and place of holding quarterly meetings by the board during the 
coming conference year, 

fesolved, 2. That immediately after the word “meritorious,” in 
paragraph 290 of Discipline, the following shall be inserted, “and 
such recommendations shall be honored by the parent board, in the 
payment thereof, to the full extent due the Conference from which 
the recommendations proceed,” 


He also presented the following, which was referred 
to the Committee on Revisals: 


Resowed, That the Committee on Revisals are hereby required to 
provide for the arraignment and trial of any member holding a 
Church certificate against whom charges may be preferred, by grant- 
ing jurisdiction in the case to the circuit or station within whose 
bounds said member may reside. 


DETROIT. 


J. S. Smart presented the following, which was read, 
and referred to the Committee on the Book Concern: 


Whereas, The Church is in honor hound to give a competent and 
certain support to her Bishops; and, 

Whereas, It is morally wrong and a violation of the constitution 
of the Church, as expressed in the sixth Restrictive Rule, to sup- 
port them in whole or in part by the proceeds of the Book Concern; 
therefore, 

Resolved, That we recommend that the following words be in- 
serted in the Discipline, paragraph 346, page 202, four lines from the 
bottom of page, to wit: ‘“‘ And the character of no such preacher or 
Presiding Elder shall pass till he has paid said pro reta claim to the 
episcopal fund.” So that the clause shall read as follows, to wit: 

«The amount to each pastoral charge, for the support of the Bish- 
ops, shall be a pro rata claim with that of the stationed preachers 
and Presiding Elders, and no such preacher or Presiding Elder shall 
be entitled to his allowance, except to the extent to which the claims 
of the Bishops are met by the station or district with which he is 
eonnected. And the character of no such preacher or Presiding 
Elder shall pass till he has paid such pro rata claim to the episcopal 
fund.” 


He also presented the following, which was referred 
to the Committee on the Book Concern: 


Resoled, That the Committee on the Book Concern be requested to 
inquire into the expediency of distributing the proceeds of the Char- 
tered Fund to the several Annual Conferences pro rata, according to 
the number of Conference claimants, and that it report a rule to that 
effect, for the adoption of this body. 


W. H. Shier presented the following, which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Temperance: 
Resolved, That the Committee on Temperance be and are hereby 


requested to consider and report if the Discipline should not be so 
amended as to provide that the pastor shall see that the stewards 
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provide pure, unfermented juice of the grape on sacramental occa- 
sions. 


A. R. Bartlett presented the following, which was 
referred to the Committee on Revisals: 


Whereas, The tendencies of the times demand from the Christian 
Church clear and decided utterances as to the sacredness and binding 
character of the marriage covenant; therefore, 

Resowed, That the Committee on Revisals be requested to report 
for adoption by this body such additional rules relating to marriage 
as will discountenance the obtaining or granting of divorces, except 
for cause sanctioned by New Testament teaching, and prohibit the 
solemnization of matrimony by our preachers between parties either 
of whom shall be acting under authority of an anti-Christian di- 
vorce. 

EAST GERMAN. 


Louis Wallon presented the following extract from 
the Journal of the East German Conference, April 10, 
1880, which was read and referred to the Committee 
on Episcopacy: 


Resolved, That we are opposed to the election of a German Bishop, 
unless a man can be elected who would be welcome to preside in any 
of our American Conferences, who would preside in German Confer- 
ences only in rotation with the other Bishops, and who, though a 
German, would in no sense be a Bishop exclusively for the Germans. 


EAST MAINE. 


George R. Palmer presented the following, which 
was ee to the Committee on Revisals: 


Resolved, That when a member of the Methodist Episcopal Church 
has been absent from the oversight of the Church in which his mem- 
bership is held for a period of two years or more, without reporting 
himself to said Church, he may be regarded as practically withdrawn. 

Resolved, That in such case as the aforesaid, the preacher in charge 
and the leaders and stewards be authorized, if they judge it proper, 
to terminate his membership. 


The same also presented the following, which was 
referred to the Committee on Revisals: 


Whereas, Unnecessary work is put upon the Presiding Elders and 
official members of the Church in making their business conform to 
quarterly meetings, therefore, 

Resolwed, That the word quarterly, in paragraph 93 of the Discipline, 
be stricken out and the words circuit or station be inserted in its 
place, so that it shall read circuit or station conference. 

Resolved, That such changes in the language of the Discipline be 
made as is necessary to make it conform to this change in the name 
of said Conference. 


The same also presented the following, which was 
read, and, on motion, adopted unanimously by a rising 
vote: 
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Whereas, The purity and exalted character of the family and so- 
cial life in the White House, Washington, is not surpassed in the his- 
tory of our country; therefore, 

Resolved, That we, the General Conference of the Methodist Epis- 
copal Church, assembled in Ohio, the State of the nativity of the 
President, Rutherford B. Hayes and Mrs. Hayes, hereby express our 
high appreciation of the personal worth and noble example of the 
President and his wife, and commend to all the women of America 
the heroic conduct of Mrs. Hayes in regard to Temperance, and 
specially the beautiful simplicity of her Christian life. 


EAST OHIO. 


J. M. Carr presented the following, which he desired 
read and put on its passage. On motion of A. 8. 
Graves, it was referred to the Committee on the Book 
Concern: 

Whereas, At times it has been considered expedient to offer pre- 
miums to subscribers of our periodicals ; therefore, 

Resolved, That if it be deemed expedient by the publishers of our 
periodicals at New York and Cincinnati to furnish premiums to sub- 
scribers, said premiums shall be furnished upon equal terms to all the 
periodicals published by authority of the General Conference, so far 
as the same is desired. 

Moses Hill presented a resolution ordering the Book 
Agents to pay the traveling expenses of the Commis- 
sion ordered by the last General Conference to consider 
the subject of Lay Representation in the Annual Con- 
ferences. 

J.S. Smart moved that the resolution lie on the table, 
but it did not prevail. 

J. M. Walden moved that it be referred to the Com- 
mittee on General Conference Expenses. 

J. S. Smart moved to lay the motion on the table, 
which was lost. 

L. D. White moved the previous question, which was 
carried, and the motion of J. M. Walden prevailed. 

The Secretary, by general consent, presented the Ad- 
dress of the Wesleyan Society for Suppressing the Reg- 
ulation of Vice, and, on motion, it was received and 
ordered printed in the Daily Christian Advocate, and 
was referred to a special committee of five. 

The call for resolutions was resumed. 


EAST OHIO. 


Jap. Taylor presented the following, which was read 
and referred to the Committee on Episcopacy: 
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Resolved, That in the election of Bishops one shall be chosen at a 
time, and the vote shall be taken orally on a call of Conferences. 


FOOCHOW. 


S. L, Baldwin presented the following, which was 
read, and he moved that it be referred to a committee 
of five: 


Whereas, The treaties between the Governments of the United 
States and China provide for the right of the citizens or subjects of 
either country to freely emigrate to the other, and for their protec- 
tion when they have so emigrated ;. and, 

Whereas, The Chinese Government acknowledges its obligations 
in this respect, and affords protection to our missionaries and mer- 
chants in the exercise of their respective callings; and, 

Whereas, The Chinese immigrants on the Pacific shores are often 
the subjects of persecution, and of maltreatment, resulting in some 
cases in death; and, 

Whereas, Statutes of the State of California provide for keeping 
them out of most of the employments for which they are fitted, and 
for taxing them for the support of schools from which, their children 
are rigorously excluded, and for harrassing and oppressing them in 
various other ways; therefore, 

Resolved, 1. That in the sense of this General Conference, a Chris- 
tian government ought not to be less mindful of its Mongolians, the 
subjects of a heathen government, than that heathen government is 
of its duties to the citizens of a Christian government. 

Resolved, 2. That it is the duty of all Christian people to use their 
utmost efforts to secure the just rights of the Chinese immigrants upon 
our shores, and the abolition of all statutes intended to annoy and 
oppress them. 

Resolved, 3. That it is the duty of our official press to “ ery aloud, and 
spare not,” on this subject until these wrongs are righted; and that 
the editors of papers under the control of the General Conference on 
the Pacitie coast are instructed to press this matter upon the hearts 
and consciences of the people until a reform is affected. 


S. A. W. Jewett moved, as a substitute, that it be re- 
ferred to the Committee on the State of the Church. 

On motion of Samuel Mower, the substitute was laid 
on the table. 

J.S. Smart moved to refer the paper to the Commit- 
tee on Missions, which, on motion of 8. Mower, was 
also laid upon the table. 

The original motion then prevailed. 


GENESEE. 


J. B. Wentworth presented the following, which was 
referred to the Committee on Revisals: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Revisals be and are hereby in- 
structed to consider and report on the advisability of so amending 
the Discipline, part iv, paragraph 248, section 2, as to insert, therein 
after the phrase, ‘ preacher in charge,” the words, “who shall be 
ea-oficio chairman,” so that it shall read, ‘‘ The Sunday-school Board 
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shall consist of the preacher in charge, who shall be ea-officio chair- 
man, the Sunday-school committee appointed by the Quarterly Con- 
ference,” ete. 


J.B. Wentworth presented the following, which was 
referred to the Committee on Revisals: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Revisals be and are hereby in- 
structed to consider and report on the propriety of so amending the 
order of business at the Quarterly Conference as to insert after the 
question, “ Have the General Rules been read this quarter?” the 
question, “Is the Catechism used in your Sabbath-schools ?” 


D. W. C. Huntington presented the following, which 
was read, and referred to the Committee on Revisals: 


Resolved, That paragraph 97 of the Discipline, which prescribes the 
order of business in Quarterly Conferences, be and hereby is so 
amended that the question, ‘‘ Are the Sunday-schools organized into 
missionary societies?” shall occur only in the business of the first 
Quarterly Conference. 

That the question, “ Are the Church Records properly kept?” be 
placed in the business of the fourth Quarterly Conference only. 

Also that the question, ‘‘ Have the General Rules been read this 
quarter ?” be changed so as to read, ‘‘Have the General Rules been 
read and explained this year?” and that the question so amended be 
placed in the business of the fourth Quarterly Conference only. 

And that paragraph 176, item 7, which requires each preacher in 
charge to read the General Rules once a year in every congregation, 
and once each quarter in every society, be so changed as to read, 
“Tt shall be the duty of the preacher in charge to read and explain 
the General Rules at least once a year in every congregation. 


He also presented the following, which was referred 
to the Committee on Revisals: 


Resolved, That paragraph 176, item 5, of the Discipline, relative to 
Church letters, be amended by adding to the item as it now stands, 
the following words, namely: 

And in all cases when a certificate of membership is not presented 
within one year from the time it was given, or, in case it shall come 
10 the knowledge of the preacher to whom it may be presented, that 
the person thus represented has, subsequent to the date of such eer- 
tificate, lived in an unchristian manner, he shall have the right by 
and with the advice of the Quarterly Conference, or leaders and 
stewards’ meeting, to refuse to receive such person into the Church 
upon such certificate. 


E. J. Hermans presented the following, which was 
read and adopted by a rising vote: 


Whereas, Pursuant to a request of the General Conference of 1876, 
the Board of Bishops appointed a committee to revise the Methodist 
Hymn Book; and, 

Whereas, That committee has so accomplished its arduous task as 
to give us a Hymnal that has no superior; therefore, 

Resolved, That we highly appreciate the valuable service that the 
committee has rendered the Church, and that we hereby tender to 
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the members thereof our hearty thanks for the fidelity and ability 
with which they accomplished the work assigned to them. 


HOLSTON. 


John F, Spence presented the following, which was 
referred to the Committee on Freedmen’s Aid and our 
Work in the South: 

Resolved, By delegates of the Methodist Episcopal Church in our 
Southern work, that we heartily approve and indorse the recom- 


mendation of the Secretary of the Freedmen’s Aid Society in his 
Annual Report for 1879; found on pages 61, 62. 


He also presented the following, which was referred 
to the Committee on Itinerancy: 


Resolved, That no Presiding Elder shall be appointed in the same 
Annual Conference for more than four years consecutively. 


John W. Mann presented the following, which was 
referred to the Committee on Boundaries: 


Resolwed, That the boundaries of the Holston Conference remain 
unchanged. 


He also presented the following, which was read and 
adopted: 
Resolwed, That each pastor throughout the Church be requested to 


read the Bishops’ Address to his congregation Sunday morning, June 
13, 1880, if practicable. 


ILLINOIS. 


W. S. Prentice presented the following, which was 
referred to the Committee on Itinerancy: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Itinerancy be instructed to con- 
sider the propriety of requiring ministers coming to us from other 
Churches to remain on trial two years before they are received into 


full connection, said probation not to affect the recognition of their 
orders. 


He also presented the following, which was referred 
to the Committee on Itinerancy: 
Resolved, That the Committee on Itinerancy be instructed to con- 


sider the propriety of restricting the ordination of deacons and elders 
to members of Annual Conferences. 


W.H. Webster presented the following, which was 
referred to the Committee on Revisals: 


Whereas, Many of the ministers and members of our Church wear 


gold, if not costly apparel, thereby plainly Melee our General Rule 
on that subject; and, 


Whereas, There may be question mhether the word of God con- 


Ld 
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demns the wearing of gold, except for purposes of ostentation ; 
therefore, 

resolved, That paragraph 32, page 31, of our Discipline, twelfth 
line from the top of the page, be so changed as to read, ‘‘ Making 
the adorning that of gold and costly apparel.” 


J. G. Little presented the following, which was read 
and put on its passage, and the Committee was ordered 
as asked for: 


Resolved, That a committee of three be appointed by the Bishops 
to review the condition of the Chartered Fund. 
INDIANA. 
J. F. Lindley presented the following, which was 
read and referred to the Committee on the Book Con- 
cern: 


Resolved, That the assistant editors of all the General Conference 
papers shall be members of the Methodist Episcopal Church. 


W. M’K. Hester presented the following, which was 
-read and referred to the Committee on Revisals: 
Resolved, That the Committee on Revisals be requested to desig- 


nate in the proper places in the Discipline one of the stewards in 
each pastoral charge as the Steward of the Bishops’ Fund. 


He also presented the following, which was referred 
to the Committee on the Book Concern: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Book Concern be requested to 
inquire into the propriety of our Book Agents publishing books de- 
nying the literal resurrection of the dead. 

He also presented the following, which was referred 
to the Committee on Itinerancy: 

Resowed, That an extension of the term of pastoral service in our 
Church is inexpedient and unwise. 

He also presented the following, which was referred 
to the Committee on Itinerancy: 


Resolved, That the good of the Church demands that women called 
of God, and possessing gifts and graces, should receive license to 


preach. 


Israel Taylor presented the following, which was 
read and referred to the Committee on Revisals: 


Whereas, We believe the Church suffers greatly in her influence 
and usefulness, particularly so in the larger cities, on account of 
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nominal members who are more or less immoral in their conduct, 
and wholly neglectful of the means of grace; and, 

Whereas, There is to way provided by which the Church may rid 
herself of these cases save by a Church trial, which is more or less 
vexatious, as well as attended with more or less disadvantage both 
to the pastor and the members of the Church; therefore, 

Resowed, That the Committee on Reyisals consider the propriety 
of inserting the following paragraph in the Book of Discipline, to 
wit: 

“That whenever the conduct of members is notoriously bad, or 
is habitually at variance with our rules, and whenever members are 
known to willfully and persistently neglect the means of grace, 
they may, by the action of the board of stewards and class-lead- 
ers, be declared as having forfeited their membership, notice of 
such proposed action having been given said board one regular 
meeting previously. Aid, when such action has been had, it shall 
be the duty of the preacher to notify the person or persons when- 
ever they can be found, who shall, upon such notification, have the 


‘Tight to claim a trial, provided it is ordered at once, otherwise such 


action shall be final.” 


W. WK. Hester presented the following, which was 
read and referred to the Committee on Statistics: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Statistics be requested, in arrang- 
ing for reports of missionary collections, to prepare one column for 
collections for the General Missionary Society, one column for col- 
lections for the Woman’s Foreign Missionary Society, and one col- 
umn for the total contributions for both societies. 


Bishop Harris announced J. P. Newman as commit- 
teeman at large on the Committee on Temporal 
Economy. 

IOWA. 


J. B. Blakeney presented the following, which was 
referred to the Committee on Itinerancy: 


Resolved, That paragraph 179, on pages 119 and 120 of the Disci- 
pline, relating to supernumerary preachers, be expunged. 


He also presented the following, which was referred 
to the Committee on Revisals: 


Resolved, That the Discipline be so changed as to leave out entirely 
the chapter on District Conferences. 


He also offered the following, which was referred to 
the Committee on Revisals: 


Resolved, That the Discipline be so changed that the General Cun- 
ference shall be composed of one ministerial and one lay delegate from 
every Annual Conference numbering eighty-five members or less, and 
two ministerial and two lay delegates from all Conferences numbering 
over eighty-five members. 
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W.1I. Fee presented the following, and the invita- May 10. 


‘ . EieguTs 

tion was accepted with thanks: Day. 
Invitation 

To the Delegates of the Methodist Episcopal General Conference : ee er 


We cordially invite you to witness the operations of the greatest Gazette. 
printing-press in the world, now in use at this office. It is fed auto- 
matically, and has a capacity for printing, entting, pasting, and fold- 
ing, ready for mailing, twenty-eight thousand copies of the Gazette 
per hour. As it can be seen running in daylight only on Tuesday 
mornings, you are requested to come and see this wonderful piece 
of mechanism from eight to nine A:M., to-morrow. This invitation 
will hold good for any subsequent Tuesday morning to those who 
cannot conveniently call to-morrow. : 

Respectfully, CINCINNATI GAZETTE Co. 

May 10, 1880. 


KANSAS. Kanaas, 


J. Denison presented the following, which was read, Printed 
oP] » Journal of 


and, on motion of J. M. Walden, referred to the Com- CS 
mittee on Itinerancy: 


Whereas, The authoritative record of the doings of the General 
Conference is a bound volume, duly certified; and, 

Whereas, Many of the Annual Conferences present at this General 
Conference their records forthe quadrennium, duly certified in print, 
and bound in one volume; therefore, be it 

Resolved, By this General Conference, that the Annual Conferences 
hereafter be directed to print for the quadrenniums yet to come, duly 
certified copies of their records, and bring them bound in one vol- 
ume to the General Conference for examination, instead of the cum- 
bersome folios in manuscript that many of us now bring. 


Werter R. Davis presented the following, which Claims of 
was referred to the Committee on Temporal Econ- Duktes, 0 
"ata W 
omy: treaehons 
and P. E. 
Whereas, Many of our superannuated preachers, their widows, and 
orphans, are not properly provided for; and 
Whereas, They have been too much neglected, greatly to our dis- 
honor in not meeting the just claims of these worthy beneficiaries of 
the Chureh; and 
Whereas, The provisions of the Discipline are exceedingly defective; 
therefore, 
Resolved, That we recommend the following be added to paragraph 
352 of the Discipline, namely: “‘and the Annual Conference shail 
direct the Presiding Elders to apportion the same to the several dis- 
tricts. The amount apportioned to each pastoral charge for the sup- 
port of these claimants shall be a pro rata claim with that of the 
stationed preachers and Presiding Elders, and no such preacher and 
Presiding Hider shall be entitled to his ailowance except to the 
extent to which these claims are met by the station or district with 
which he is connected.” 


He also presented the following preamble and reso- Book De: 

. . . OSItOry & 
lution, which was referred to the Committee on the Topeke. 
Book Concern: 
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Whereas, We are in some parts of the West subject to many dis- 
advantages by reason of our remoteness from the nearest book de- 
pository ; and ; 

Whereas, The last General Conference authorized the Book Agents 
to establish a book depository at some convenient point west of St. 
Louis: therefore, 

Resolved, That we recommend that said depository be located at the 
city of Topeka, the capital of the State of Kansas, as the most con- 
venient place to supply Kansas, Nebraska, Western Iowa, and West- 
ern Missouri. 


R. A. Caruthers presented the following, which was 
referred to the Committee on Temporal Economy: 


Substitute for paragraphs 355, 356, 357, the following: 

355. “The more effectually to raise the sum necessary to meet the 
above-mentioned allowances for effective ministers and preachers, 
let the first Quarterly Conference fix the amount of the salary allowed 
for the pastor or pastors, to which shall be added the claim of the 
Bishop and Presiding Elder apportioned to the circuit or station; 
and in all cases where the charge has no specific method of its own, 
let said amount be distributed by the Quarterly Conference among 
the several societies constituting the circuit, and afterward by a 
committee of themselves among the members of the Church, and 
of the congregation, either by voluntary subscription or by assess- 
ment, according to their several ability or willingness to pay. 

356. ‘‘ Let the above sums be entered by the recording steward in 
a book which he shall keep, as treasurer of the Board of Stewards. Let 
also a copy of the same be put in the hands of each of the circuit 
stewards, who shall collect such sum, either quarterly, monthly, or 
weekly, as may be agreed upon; the moneys so collected to be paid 
regularly to the treasurer of the Board of Stewards, and by him be 
brought to the Leaders and Stewards’ Meeting or to the quarterly 
meeting, as the case may be. 

357. ‘““To prevent confusion, let each circuit or station be divided 
into as many sections as there are stewards, such sections to be 
called stewards’ districts, which shall be allotted to the stewards 
severally, and each steward shall be held responsible for the collec- 
tion of the quarterage, or moneys due within his district. 

“Should the steward at any time pay money or produce directly 
to the preacher or preachers, it shall be his duty to take a receipt 
for the same, and present it in settlement with the treasurer of the 
board at the quarterly meeting. 

‘When it may be more convenient for the persons owing to make 
payment in produce or otherwise directly to the preacher, receipts 
shall be given for the same, and also notice of the payment be given 
to the steward of the district concerned. 

“Tn all cases where the sums to be paid are equitably adjusted, 
a refusal upon the part of a member of the Church to pay the sum 
agreed upon shall be considered a violation of the pledge given upon 
reception into the Church, and the person go refusing shall be pro- 
ceeded against as in the case of neglect of the means of grace.” 


He also presented the following, which was referred 
to the Committee on Temporal Economy: 


Resolwed, That the Committee on Revisals be instructed to consider 
the propriety of changing the Discipline, part ii, chap. iii, para- 
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graph 193; by striking out the words, “Take an exact amount of all 
the money and other provisions collected for the support of the 
preachers in the circuit and station,” and insert in their stead: 
“To provide by such methods as the Discipline may direct for 
the support of the Bishop, Presiding Elder, preacher or preachers 
stationed among them, to collect and take charge of all moneys 
and provisions subscribed or otherwise set apart for such pur- 
poses. 


Ira I. Tabor presented the following, which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Sunday-Schools: 


Whereas, It is the spirit and intention of the Discipline, and for 
the best interest of Sunday-schools in the formation of Sunday- 
school Boards, to constitute as members of such board all the officers 
of the Sunday-school; and 

Whereas, There are in many Sunday-schools the following officers, 
ehorister, organist, and artist, not named in section 2 of paragraph 
248 of the Discipline; therefore, 

Resolved, That after the word “librarians,” in section 2 of para- 
graph 248 of the Discipline, the following named officers be in- 
serted, namely: ‘ chorister, organist, and artist ;” so that said section 
when so amended shall read: 

“The Sunday-school Board shall consist of the preacher in 
charge, the Sunday-school Committee appointed by the Quarterly 
Conference, the superintendent, the assistant superintendents, the 
secretary, the treasurer, the librarians, the chorister, the organist, 
the artist, and the teachers of the school.” 


The following changes have been made in the Stand- 
ing Committees: 
ERIE. 


Education: P. A. Laffer substituted for Alfred 
Wheeler. Freedmen: Alfred Wheeler substituted for 


P. A. Laffer. 


HOLSTON. 
Church Extension: William Rule substituted for 
John EF’. Spence. 
LOUISIANA. 
Missions: Emperor Williams substituted for Joseph 
C. Hartzell. Boundaries: Joseph C. Hartzell substi- 
tuted for Emperor Williams. 


MINNESOTA. 
Boundaries: Thomas M. Harrison substituted for D. 
C. John. Missions: D.C. John substituted for Thomas 
M. Harrison. Temperance: Thomas M. Gossard sub- 


stituted for Thomas M. Harrison. 
13 
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OREGON. 


Revisals: Edward J. Northrup substituted for Philip 
M. Starr. Boundaries: Philip M. Starr substituted for 
Edward J. Northrup. 

On motion, Conference adjourned with the benedic- 
tion by Rev. A. 8. Hunt, D.D. 


TUESDAY MORNING, MAY Il, 


Conference met at nine o’clock A. M., Bishop Harris 
in the chair. 

Religious services were conducted by James 8S. Payne, 
of Liberia. 

The Journal of yesterday’s session was read and ap- 
proved. 

Bishop Simpson introduced to the Conference Bishop 
H. H. Kavanaugh, of the Methodist Episcopal Church, 
South. 

Bishop Harris then announced the following Com- 
mittees: 


ON MEMORIAL FROM THE BRITISH CONFERENCE 
RELATING TO THE SUPPRESSION OF THE REGU- 
LATION OF VICE BY THE STATE. 


Francis 8. Hoyt, North Ohio. 
Lafayette D. White, Northern New York. 
Arthur Edwards, Detroit. 

James A. Miller, Pittsburgh. 

Henry M. Seely, Troy. 


ON CHRISTIAN TREATMENT OF THE CHINESE. 
David W. Bartine, Newark. 


Samuel M’Kean, Troy. 

D. C. John, Minnesota. 
Allen W. Norcross, East Ohio. 
Edward Sargent, Cincinnati. 


ON CONDITION OF THE CHARTERED FUND. 


Jacob G. Little, Illinois. 
William J. Paxson, Philadelphia. 
James W. Greene, North-west Indiana. 


J. M. Walden was excused from attendance on this 
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morning session, in order to attend to the publication 
of the Conference Manual. 

John Whiteman, a lay delegate of the Philadelphia 
Conference, not heretofore present, was announced as 
in his seat. 

T. N. Boyle, rising to a question of privilege, pre- 
sented a resolution regarding an article im one of the 
daily papers, which was, after reading, indefinitely 
postponed. 

The Report No. I of the Committee on Episcopacy 
was presented and read, as follows: 


The Committee on Episcopacy recommend to the General Confer- 
ence the election of four additional Bishops. 


Alfred Wheeler and others presented a Minority Re- 
port, as a substitute, as follows: 

We, a minority of the Committee on Episcopacy, feel ourselves 
compelled to report adversely as to the number recommended to be 
elected by the majority. While not desiring to’ overburden in the 
least our faithful and willing Bishops, and anxious that the Church 
should receive in all her departments their valuable oversight, yet, 
after as full and competent consideration as we are able to give to 
the subject, we are of the opinion that by strengthening the Hpisco- 
pacy by the addition of three vigorous, active men, this want, as it 
now finds expression in the practice of the Church, can be fully met. 
We therefore recommend that three, and no more, be elected to the 
high office of Bishop at the present General Conference. 


Clinton B. Fisk moved an amendment to the substi- 
tute by striking out ‘three ” and inserting “six.” 

G. L. Curtiss moved to lay the amendment on the ta- 
ble, and the motion prevailed. 

W. J. Paxson moved to lay the substitute on the ta- 
ble, which was done. Yeas, 199; nays, 171. 

On motion of W. H. Ferris, the vote on the main 
question was ordered, and the Report was adopted. 

It was ordered that when Conference adjourn it ad- 
journ to meet in Saint Paul’s Methodist Episcopal 
Church, at half past seven P. M:, to receive Fraternal 
Delegates. 

Conference adjourned with the benediction by 
Bishop Kavanaugh of the Methodist Episcopal Church, 
South. 
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TUESDAY EVENING, MAY 11. 6 


Conference met, pursuant to adjournment, in St. 
Paul’s Methodist Episcopal Church, at half past seven 
P.M., in order to receive Fraternal Delegates. Bishop 
Bowman in the chair. 

Religious services were conducted by Rev. Dr. Jas. 
Morrow, of Philadelphia. 

The Secretary read the credentials of Rev. Edward 
B. Ryckman, D.D., Fraternal Delegate from the Meth- 
odist Church of Canada ; he also read the address of 
that Church to this General Conference. [See Appen- 
dix, 20, 21, pages 486, 487. ] 

Joseph Cummings then presented Dr. Ryckman, who 
proceeded to address the Conference. [See Appendix, 
22, page 489. ] 

The Secretary read the address of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church in Canada; and Clinton B. Fisk in- 
troduced its Fraternal Delegate, Rev. Bidwell Lane, 
M.A., who presented the greetings of his Church. [See 
Appendix, 25, 26, page 500. ] 

The Secretary next read the credentials of Rev. B. F. 
Lee, D.D., Rev. R. A. Johnson, and Rev. J. G. Mit- 
chell, Fraternal Delegates from the African Methodist 
Episcopal Church, 

Joseph OC. Hartzell having introduced these brethren 
to the Conference, it listened to an address by Rev. 
B. F. Lee, D.D. [See Appendix, 26, page 500. ] 

Joseph Cummings presented the following, which 
was read, and, on motion, adopted: 


Resolved, That we have listened with great pleasure to the very 
able address of the Rev. Edward B. Ryckman, D.D., Fraternal Dele- 
gate of the Methodist Church of Canada; that we reciprocate the 
kind sentiments uttered, and assure him of the deep interest we 
cherish in the welfare of the Church of which he is so worthy a 
representative. 


He also presented the following, which was adopted: 


Resolved, That with great pleasure we have received the visit 
and listened to the eloquent address of Rev. Bidwell Lane, the Fra- 
ternal Delegate of the Methodist Episcopal Church of Canada; that 
we rejoice in the prosperity of the Church he so ‘ably represents, 
and that we pray that the blessing of God may ever attend the 
labors of her ministry, and crown them with success. 


Joseph C, Hartzell presented the following, which was 
read, and, on motion, adopted: 
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Resolved, That we have listened with great pleasure to the address 
of Rev. B. F. Lee, D.D., President of the Wilberforce University, the 
Chairman of the Fraternal Delegates from the African Methodist 
Episcopal Church; we have enjoyed the visit of himself and his as- 
sociates. Rey. R. A. Johnson and Rey. J. G. Mitchell, D.D., andask 
them to be assured of our great interest in the work of their Church, 
and our joy in its prosperity. 


On motion, Conference adjourned with the benedic- 
tion by Rev. R. A. Johnson. 


WEDNESDAY MORNING, MAY 12, 


Conference met at the usual hour, Bishop Foster in 
the chair. 

Religious services were conducted by Alexander 
Harmount. 

On motion of D. 8. Monroe, the rules were suspended 
to receive a paper concerning the Ecumenical Confer- 
ence, which was read, and, on motion, appropriately 
referred. 

The following members, heretofore absent, were 
announced as present, and answered to their names: 

Gideon M. Shoop, Central Pennsylvania Conference; 
Osman B. Way, lay delegate, New Hampshire Con- 
ference ; Henry C. M’Whorter, West Virginia Confer- 
ence, in place of Charles F. Scott, a lay delegate 
previously seated; Hezekiah 8. Bundy in place of Mills 
Gardner, Ohio Conference. 

An invitation to attend the anniversary meeting of 
the American Bible Society, at Louisville, Ky., was re- 
ceived and referred to the Committee on the Bible 
Society. 

J. M. Trimble presented an order for taking the bal- 
lots for the General Conference officers, which, after 
amendment, was adopted, as follows: 


Resolved, 1. That the Chair shall appoint twelve tellers, to receive 
and count the votes cast in the election of officers to be elected by 
the General Conference. 

Resolved, 2. The tellers shall take the votes of each delegation in 
the order of Conferences, and shall announce the name of the voter, 
and the name so announced shall he checked by the Secretary on the 
list of delegates. 

Resolwed, 3. That when the votes have been cast in any ballot the 
said tellers, with three secretaries of the General Conference, shall 
retire to count the votes. 

Resolved, 4. That they be directed to separate the ballots into three 
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lots, and four tellers and one secretary shall count each lot; they 
shall then ascertain the vote cast for each person, and the total vote 
cast, and report the same through the President of the Conference. 

Resolved, 5. That it shall require a majority, of all the votes cast to 
elect. 

Resolved, 6. That if more names than the number to be elected 
should receive a majority of all the votes cast, then the number to 
be elected shall be selected and declared from those receiving the 
highest number of votes. 

Resolved, 7. That if more names than the number to be elected be 
found on any ballot, then the first names on the ballot making the 
number to be elected shall be counted. 

Resolved, 8. That, in case there should be a tie between the fourth 
and fifth candidates, another ballot shall be ordered. 

Resolved, 9. That, in case of blank votes cast they shall not be 
counted under the head of aggregate votes. 

Resolved, 10. That if in the four names any name be repeated twice 
that ballot be rejected. 


On motion of Daniel Curry, it was ordered that in 
case there should be a tie between the fourth and fifth 
candidates another ballot shall be taken. i 

A. 8. Graves moved, that in case any ballot in the 
election of Bishops contains more than four names the 
first four names shall be counted. 

L. C. Queal moved as a substitute, that such ballots 
shall not be counted, which motion was laid on the 
table, and the original motion prevailed. 

Thomas L. Taylor moved, that if in any ballot any 
name appears more than once, the ballot shall be re- 
jected. 

An amendment was offered, that in such case the 
name shall be counted but once, which amendment was 
laid on the table, and the original motion carried. 

The paper, having been acted on item by item, was, 
on motion, adopted as a whole. 

On motion of Isaac 8. Bingham, the following item 
was added to the foregoing paper, namely: that 
in the election of Bishops no nominations shall be 
made. 

John Lanahan moved that John M. Trimble be ap- 
pointed a committee to present order of election of 
General Conference officers, after the election of 
Bishops. 

Homer Eaton moved to amend by taking the order 
as announced by the Secretary. 

A motion was made to lay the amendment on the 
table, which was lost. 
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George W. Woodruff moved as a substitute for the May12. 


Trentu Day, 


whole, hat J. M. Trimble, Homer Eaton, and John yorning, 
Lanahan, be a committee to present an order of elec- 
tion, which was adopted. 
On motion, the rules were suspended to allow E. W. Colored 
: Bishop. 
S. Hammond to present the following paper: 


Whereas, It is clearly evident, from the memorials and petitions on 
the subject, and which were duly referred to the Committee on Epis- 
copacy, that the colored people of the Methodist Episcopal Church 
desire a Bishop of their own race; and, 

Whereas, The election of a colored Bishop would be a practical 
recognition of our full manhood by the Church, and a grand influ- 
ence in the extension of our work - the United States and in other 
lands; and, 

Whereas, The General Conference of 1872 did declare, and the Gen- 
eral Conference of 1876 did re-affirm, with emphatic significance, that 
race, nationality, color, or previous "condition, is no bar to the elec- 
tion of any man to the episcopal office in our Church; and, 

Whereas, The General Conference of 1876 did recommend that the 
memorials, petitions, etc., on the above-named subject, should be en- 
titled to a careful consideration whenever the election of additional 
Bishops shall become necessary; and, 

Whereas, The necessity for the election of additional Bishops is 
apparent, and the way is now open for the practical operation of the 
above resolution; be it, therefore, 

Resolved, That this General Conference recommend the election of 
a colored man to the episcopacy. 


E. W. 8S. Hammond proceeded to address the Con- Address of 
ference, and, having spoken fifteen minutes, on motion, mond. 
his time was extended to finish his remarks on the fore- 
going paper. 

L. C. Queal moved to lay the foregoing paper on the Order of day 
table for the preseni, and that the order of the day be if 
taken up, which motion prevailed. 

Bishop Harris announced the names of the twelve Tellers an- 
tellers to gather and count the ballots in the election of "™"** 


Bishops, as follows : 


FIRST SET OF TELLERS. 


Charles J. Clark, Maine. 
William H. Hughes, ‘Troy. 
George I. Seney, New York East. 


Alexander Harmount, Central Ohio, 
Samuel M. Bright, Ohio. 


R. D. Cone, Minnesota. 
James C. Clarke, Central Pennsylvania. 
Bernard Kelley, South Kansas. 


Robert M’Millen, Wisconsin, 
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Joseph M. Carr, East Ohio. 
Thomas C, Iliff, Utah. 
Wilson Cooke, South Carolina. 


The secretary appointed D. S. Monroe, I. 8. Bing- 
ham, and James P. Magee, to accompany the tellers. 

Will Cumback moved that no ballot be rejected if 
the initials of the name be omitted, provided the 
tellers are able sufficiently to identify the person 
meant. 

J. A. Bradrick moved to amend, that if there be two 
persons of the same name in the Church, and the ini- 
tials be omitted, the ballot shall be thrown out. 

On motion of J. D. Hammond, the amendment was 
laid on the table. 

P. 8. Donelson moved that the whole subject lie on 
the table, which was lost. 

Daniel Curry moved as a substitute for the whole, 
that any ballot not approved by all the tellers shall 
be returned to the Conference for instructions, which 
motion prevailed. 

On motion, it was ordered that when the Conference 
adjourns it be to meet in St. Paul’s Methodist Episcopal 
Church, at half past two to-day. 

The Conference proceeded to vote for four bishops, 
pending which ballot it was announced that the vote of 
E. W. 8. Hammond in his absence had been cast by 
his colleague, and, on motion of J. M. Buckley, it was 
allowed, but it was ordered that there shall be no repe- 
tition of the same. 

John Lanahan offered the following, which was read, 
and, on motion, adopted: 


Fesowed, That the tellers and secretaries shall not in any way indi- 
cate to any person the result of the present, or any other ballot, un- 
til the report of the same shall have been made to this body by the 
chair, and that a deparints from this rule be deemed a violation of 
confidence. 


It was also moved that after the ballots are counted 
they shall be sealed up, and returned to the Conference, 
and the motion prevailed. 

On motion, the order of the day was suspended. 

Report No, II, of the Committee on Ecumenical 
Conference was read, and, on motion adopted. [See 
Appendix, 2, page 419.] 
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Amos Shinkle gave notice that the street cars will 
be in front of the Conference building to-morrow, 
Thursday, at three P.M., to convey delegates to the Zoo- 
logical Gardens, and he distributed tickets among the 
delegates. 

On motion the rules were suspended, and Wm. Law- 
rence, of Ohio, presented the memorial of Kenton Dis- 
trict Ministerial Association, relating to a change in pas- 
toral term, which was referred to the Committee on 
Itinerancy. 

He also presented a memorial in regard to a Daily 
Christian Advocate, which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Book Concern. 

He also presented a memorial in reference to the mode 
of presenting papers, which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Rules of Order. 

On motion of J. M. Buckley, it was ordered that at 
the afternoon session, at St. Paul’s Church, the several 
delegations be seated relatively as near as possible as 
they are seated in the General Conference room. 

On motion of the Secretary, the Conference ad- 
journed, the benediction being pronounced by Rev. 
James M. Fuller, D.D., of Detroit. 


WEDNESDAY AFTERNOON, MAY 12, 


Conference met, pursuant to adjournment, in St. 
Paul’s Methodist Episcopal Church, at half past two 
P. M., Bishop Wiley in the chair. 

W. L. Hypes conducted the religious services. 

The Journal of the morning’s session was read and 
approved. 

The secretary of the tellers handed the chair the 
result of the first ballot for Bishops, as follows: 

Whole number of votes cast, 390. Necessary to a 
choice, 196. 

Of these votes Henry W. Warren, of the Philadel- 
phia Conference, had received 260; Cyrus D. Foss, of 
the New York Conference, had received 254; John F. 
Hurst, of the Newark Conference, had received 253; 
and they were severally declared elected to the office 
of Bishop in the Methodist Episcopal Church. 
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On motion of Daniel Curry, the ballots, the result 
of which had just been announced, were ordered to be 
returned to the secretary to be destroyed. 

John Lanahan moved that the further election of 
Bishops be indefinitely postponed. 

A question of order was raised as to the power of 
the Conference to entertain such motion, after having 
ordered the election of four Bishops. 

Bishop Wiley decided the motion of John Lanahan 
in order, thereupon an appeal was taken from the de- 
cision of the chair, but the appeal was not sustained. 

G. 8S. Hare moved a call of the ayes and nays on 
the motion to indefinitely postpone, and they were or- 
dered. 

The motion of John Lanahan did not prevail, 160 
voting in the affirmative, and 230 voting in the nega- 
tive, as follows: 

Yras.— Adams, Adkinson, Afflerbach, Alderman, 
Alexander, Arnold, Axtell, Baker, Bartlett, Beach, 
Benton, Berggren, Bingham, Binkley, Blakeney, 
Bose, Boyle of Missouri, Bradrick, Bright, Samuel 
M., Bright, 8. H., Bundy, Butler of Delaware, Call, 
Campbell, Carlson, Carroll, Caruthers, Chrisman, Chaf- 
fee of Central Illinois, Chaffee of Minnesota, Chap- 
man, Cissell, Clark of West Virginia, Clay, Cone, 
Cooper, Coursey, Cowles, Cramer, Crippen, Crogman, 
Cummings of New England, Cummins of Philadel- 
phia, Curry of West Wisconsin, Davis of Nebraska, 
De Wolf, Donelson, Dreher, Dukes, Eaton, Eddy, 
Edwards of Baltimore, Edwards of Detroit, Evans of 
Colorado, Fisher, Goodrich, Goodwin of Illinois, Gross, 
Hamilton, Hammond of Nevada, Harrison, Hartmann, 
Hatfield, Haw, Heacock, Heath, Herdman, Hermans, 
Hester, Hill of Wilmington, Hughes of Troy, Hughes 
of West Virginia, Hunt of Northern New York, 
Hunter, Huntington, Jervis, John, Joyce, Judkins, 
Kelley, King, Klaus, Knowles, Laffer, Lamdin, Lana- 
han, Latshaw, Lawson, Lemon of Nebraska, Lich, 
Lindley, Locke, James H., Lott, Madison, Marshall, 
Mather, M’Donald, M’Kean, M’Millen, M’Williams, 
Milby, Miller of Pittsburgh, Mitchell, Murray, Nip- 
pert, Paddock, Palmer of Central Illinois, Pace, 
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Peck, Phelps, Phillips, Pierce, Prentice, Price, Queal, May 12. 
Quimby, Reid, Robinson, Root, Ross, Russell, parece 
Schreiner, Seely, Shoemaker, Smart, Shier, Starr, : 
Stubbs, Studebaker, Swindells, Stratton, Talbot, Tal- 
cott, Taylor of East Ohio, Taylor of Kansas, Taylor of 
Ohio, Thompson of Troy, Thompson of West Virginia, 
Todd of Philadelphia, Trimble, Turner, Tuthill, Ur- 
bantke, Walker, Walters, Way, Webster of Illinois, 
Webster of Troy, Weeks, Wentworth, Whedon, 
Wheeler of Erie, Wheeler of Wisconsin, White of 
Nebraska, Wickline, Widerman, Willett, Williams, 
Winton—160. 

Nays.— Allen, Allston, Anderson, Andres, Appel, 
Arey, Baldwin, Barker, Barnes, Bartine, Beeman, 
Bell, Belt, Bennett, Bixby, Blumberg, Boreing, Bore- 
man, Boyle of Pittsburgh, Bradley, Brasher, Brown, 
Brush, Buck, Buckley, Butler of New England, Butts, 
Carr, Clark of Illinois, Clark of Maine, Clarke of Cen- 
tral Pennsylvania, Call, Collins, Connolly, Cook of Rock 
River, Cooke of South Carolina, Copeland, Craft, Crary, 
Crawford, Cumback, Cunningham, Curry of New York 
East, Curtiss, Darnell, Darrow, Davis of Kansas, Day, 

~ Denison, De Puy, Deshazo, Dickhaut, Diverty, Don- 
nell, Duncan, Dunn, Dunathan, Eckman, Elliott, Evans 
of Central Pennsylvania, Fee, Ferril, Ferris, Fisk, 
FitzGerald, Flood, Ford, Fowler, Freeman of Alabama, 
Freeman of Texas, French, Fry, Fuller, Gardner, Gatch, 
Gates, Gemecker, Gillett, Goodsell, Gossard, Granger, 
Graves, Graw, Greene, Greenman, Griffey, Hall of Erie, 
Hall of Vermont, Hammond of Lexington, Hanson, 
Hare, Harmount, Hartsough, Hartzell, Hasty, Haven, 
Hawkins, Hemenway, Hight, Hill of Hast Ohio, Hill 
of New Jersey, Hillman, Hitchcock, Holloway, Hor- 
ton, Hough, Hoyt of North Ohio, Hoyt of New En- 
gland, Hunt of Genesee, Hurst, Hypes, Iliff, Jewitt, 
Johnston, Johnson of Wisconsin, Jones, Key, Kinne, 
Knight, Kopp, Kynett, Ladd, Lawrence, Lemon of 
North-west Iowa, Lillie, Little, Locke, J. W., of 
Southern Illinois, Loeber, Louis, Mack, Magee, Mal- 
lalieu, Mann of Austin, Mann of Holston, Marine, 
Marquardt, Marsh, Martin, Matlack, Matthews, Mat- 
ton, M’Elheney, M’Whorter, Mendenhall, Miller of 


; 
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May 12. East Ohio, Miller of Michigan, Miller of Upper Iowa, 

rch ta Minor, Moffett, Monroe, Moon, Moore of Mississippi, 

’ Morgan, Mower, Nast, Naumann, Niedringhaus, New- 

man, Nickerson, Norcross, Northrup, Oldham, Olin, 

Patty, Palmer of East Maine, Parlett, Parsons, Paxson, 

Payne of Cincinnati, Payne of Liberia, Pendleton, Per- 

rine, Pitcairn, Pullam, Purrington, Reitz, Reynolds, 

Richmond, Riddle, Rogers, Rule, Sanford, Sargent, 

Schlagenhauf, Scott, Seney, Sheets, Shinkle, Shoop, 

Shove, Shumpert, Smith of Southern Centyal, Smith of 

Wyoming, Spaulding, Spence, Spencer, Stannard, Ste- 

phens, Stubbins, Strong, Swearingen, Stowe, Swallow, 

Tabor, Taylor of Indiana, Taylor of Michigan, Terry, 

Thoburn, Todd of Texas, Upham, Urner, Van Orxsdel, 

Walden, Wallon, Walsh, Warren of Central New 

York, Warren of Philadelphia, Webster of South Car- 

olina, Weed, Weseman, White of Northern New 

York, Wight, Willey, Wilson of Iowa, Wilson of South 
Carolina, Woodruff, Woods, Wolfe, Worts—230. 

Absent, or not voting: Burdick, Carney, Carter, 


Foss, Howard, Huston, Laney, Murphy, Sims—9. 
C. D. Foss On motion, Cyrus D. Foss was excused from vot- 
excuse ‘ 
from ing. 
voting. g 


Chabees tu The following changes have been made in com- 
Commit- -mittees: The name of Henry C. M’Whorter has been 
substituted for Charles F. Scott on Sunday-Schools 
and ‘Tracts, Lay Representation, and Temporal Econ- 


omy. 
Second bal- Conference proceeded to a second ballot for Bishop, 
Tibope The tellers, having collected the ballots, retired. 


Report from J. M. Trimble presented the following Report from 
Committee 


on Order of the Committee appointed to present an Order of Elec- 
Election of a = 
Gen. Conf, tion of General Conference Ofiicers: 
officers. 
I. Eprrors. 
1. Methodist Quarterly Review. 
2. Sunday-School Advocate and Tracts. 
3. New York Christian Advocate. 
4, Western Christian Advocate. 
5. North-western Christian Advocate. 
6. Central Christian Advocate. 
7. Northern Christian Advocate. 
8. Pittsburgh Christian Advocate. 
9. Methodist Advocate, Atlanta. 
0. South-western Christian Advocate. 


1 
11. California Christian Advocate. 
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12. Pacific Christian Advocate. 

13. German Apologist, [Christliche gaberoget>| 
14. Haus und Herd. 

15. National Repository. 


Il. SECRETARIES. 
. Missionary Secretaries. 
. Church Extension Secretaries. 
. Freedmen’s Aid Secretaries. 


wrk 


III. Book AGENTS. 
1.. At New York. 


2. At Cincinnati. 

A. 8. Graves moved, as an amendment, that the elec- 
tion of two Missionary Secretaries be put first in order, 
which motion prevailed. 

Job A. Price moved to adopt the Report as amended. 

John Lanahan moved, as a substitute, that the paper 
lie on the table, and it prevailed. 

Report No. I of the Committee on Missions was 
presented and read. 

John Lanahan moved to take up the first item, which 
was done. 

W. WK. Hester moved to amend by inserting three 
Corresponding Secretaries in place of two, and, on mo- 
tion, the amendment was laid on the table. 

On motion the first item of the Report was adopted. 

The second item was then taken up and read. 

The tellers coming in, the result of the second ballot 
for Bishop was announced. 

There being no election, the Conference proceeded to 
a third ballot. 

The tellers having collected the ballots retired to 
count the same. 

On motion it was ordered that when the Conference 
adjourn it adjourn to meet in this church at half past 
seven P.M., in order to receive Fraternal Delegates. 

The consideration of the second item of the Report of 
the Committee on Missions was resumed. 

George W. Woodruff moved to amend so as to read 
“‘ with the concurrence of the Bishops.” 

W. J. Paxson moved to lay the amendment on the 
table, which motion prevailed. 

L. C. Queal moved to amend by inserting “that if 
the Board can find a suitable person of African descent 
to serve in the office, he shall be employed.” 
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This amendment was also laid on the table. 

The second item was then, on motion, adopted, 
and the report, as a whole, was also adopted, as fol- 
lows: 

The Committee on Missions would respectfully report to the Gen- 
eral Conference that they recommend the election of two Correspond- 
ing Secretaries. 

They also recommend that the Board of Managers have authority 


to employ, with the concurrence, or by the appointment of one or 
more Bishops, such assistants as they may deem necessary. 


The Report of the Committee on General Conference 
Expenses was read. 

The tellers having returned, the result of the third 
ballot was announced, as follows: 

Whole number of votes cast, 375, necessary to a 
choice, 188 ; of which number Erastus O. Haven, of the 
Central New York Conference, had received 250, and 
he was thereupon declared elected to the office of a 
Bishop in the Methodist Episcopal Church. 

The notices were given, and, on motion, the Confer- 
ence adjourned, the benediction being pronounced by 


R. 8. Rust, D.D. 


WEDNESDAY EVENING, MAY 12, 


Conference met, pursuant to adjournment, in St. 
Paul’s Methodist Episcopal Church, at half past seven 
o’clock P.M., Bishop Harris presiding. 

Religious services were conducted by Frederick 
Merrick, D.D. ‘ 

The credentials of Right Rev. Samuel Fallows, 
D.D., the Fraternal Delegate appointed by the Coun- 
cil of the Reformed Episcopal Church, were read, after 
which he was presented to the presiding Bishop by 
Robert M. Hatfield, and by him introduced to the 
Conference. 

Bishop Fallows then addressed the Conference, after 
which the following resolution, offered by D. 8. Mon- 
roe, was adopted: 

Resolved, That we have listened with great pleasure to the frater- 
nal greetings of the Right Rey. Samuel Fallows, D.D., Bishop of the 


Reformed Episcopal Church, and heartily reciprocate the very kind- 
ly sentiments expressed in his eloquent address, 
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On motion of John M. Reid, a copy of the address 
was requested for publication in the Daily Christian 
Advocate, and it was also ordered to be placed in the 
Appendix tothe Journal. [See Appendiz, 42, P- 524. | 

On motion Conference adjourned, the benediction 
being pronounced by Rev. Bishop Fallows. 


THURSDAY MORNING, MAY 13. 


Conference met at nine o’clock A. M., Bishop Mer- 
rill presiding. 

The religious services were conducted by C. C. 
Stratton. 

The Journal of the afternoon and evening sessions of 
yesterday was read and approved. 

On motion of H. W. Warren, the rules were sus- 
pended to present a Report of the Ladies and Pastors’ 
Christian Union, and it was referred to the Committee 
on Sunday-Schools and Tracts. 

He also presented the following, which was read and 
referred to the Committee on Place of Entertainment 
of the General Conference: 


At a meeting of the preachers and laymen of Philadelphia, held 
April 26, 1880, the following resolution was adopted: 

Resolved, That we cordially invite the General Conference to hold 
the session of 1884 in this city. 


It was announced that Tilman Valentine, lay dele- 
gate from the Florida Conference, was present, and his 
name was entered on the roll. 

The rules were further suspended, on motion of W. 
R. Goodwin, in order to take up the Report of the 
Committee on General Conference Expenses, which was 
read, and, on motion, adopted, as follows: 


The Committee on General Conference Expenses would recom- 
mend to the General Conference the allowance of the following items 
of expense: 

First, Fare paid to Cincinnati and return by the shortest and most 
direct route, including incidental expenses on the route, 

Second, Car fare while here, in passing to and from the seat of the 
Conference, and to committee meetings. 

Third, For meals by those whose homes are at too great a distance 
to be reached between the sessions of the Conference and the time of 
committee meetings. 

Blanks will be provided and distributed to the delegates for a de- 
tailed statement of the items above named several days prior to the 
adjournment of the Conference. 
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Your committee would also urge the necessity of the funds in the 
hands of delegates being paid over to the Book Concern or the Com- 
mittee immediately, so that we may hasten forward our work. 

On motion of Job A. Price, the rules were suspended, 
and certain papers were referred to appropriate com- 
mittees, as follows: 

A memorial signed by E. H. Chambers and two 


- others on the subject of boundaries, was referred to 


Report of 
Centenary 
Biblical In- 
stitute, 


Executive 
Committee 
of Methodist 
Ecumenical 
Conference. 


Paper con- 
cerning 
election 
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Alleged ir- 
regularity 
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tine. 
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General 
Conference 
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inations, 


Report of 
Committee 
on Order of 
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taken from 
table. 


the Committee on Boundaries. 

Job A. Price also presented the Report of Cente- 
nary Biblical Institute, and it was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Education. 

Bishop Harris announced the appointment of the fol- 
lowing persons as members of the Executive Committee 
of the Methodist Ecumenical Conference: Rev. Augus- 
tus C. George, D.D., Clinton B. Fisk. 

D. P. Mitchell moved to suspend the order of the 
day to present a paper concerning the election yester- 
day, which motion did not prevail. 

Bishop Simpson, as a privileged question, called the at- 
tention of the Conference to an alleged irregularity in the 
election of Tilman Valentine of the Florida Conference. 

On motion of Daniel Curry the subject was referred 
to a committee of five, the delegate being in his seat. 

W. R. Goodwin offered the following resolution, 
which was read, and a motion to lay on the table did 
not prevail: 

Resolved, That nominations without remarks shall be in order for 
the officers of the General Conference yet to be elected. 


L. C. Queal offered, as a substitute, that open nom- 
inations in Conference be made for such officers only 
whose office affects the whole Church, which, on motion 
of Job A. Price, was laid on the table, and the resolu- 
tion of W. R. Goodwin was adopted. 

On motion of W. J. Paxson, the Report of the Com- 
mittee on Order of Elections, laid on the table yester- 
day, was taken up. 

J.Todd moved the adoption of the report as amended. 

A. 8. Graves moved to amend by the adoption of only 
so much of the report as related to the Corresponding 
Secretaries of the Missionary, Church Extension, and 
Freedmen’s Aid Societies. 
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L. 8S. Weed moved, as a substitute, that we proceed May 13. 
at once to the election of Missionary Secretaries. meat 

Daniel Curry moved, as a substitute for the whole, to rcered ste 
lay all on the table, except so much as refers to the Mis- slounty Bee. 
sionary Secretaries, which motion prevailed. 


On nomination of the Secretary, J. N. FitzGerald J. N. Fitz 


Gerald elect 


was elected an Assistant Secretary. ed Assistant 
O : G@onuter ° Secretary. 
n motion, Conference ordered the appointment of aaitional 
twelve additional tellers. beatae 


Young C. Smith moved to proceed with the calling 
of the roll for the election of Missionary Secretaries. 
A motion not to call the roll was laid-on the table. 
R. M. Hatfield nominated Charles H. Fowler. §S. F, Nominations 


Upham nominated William Butler. I. S. Bingham ary Sore 
nominated William H. Olin. J. S. Smart nominated =~ 
John M. Reid. I. N. Joyce nominated George L. Cur- 
tis. J.B. Wentworth nominated J. T. Gracey. E. O. 
Stannard nominated A. C. George. H. B. Heacock 
nominated Otis Gibson. Alexander Harmount nom- 
inated Charles H. Payne. W. H. Ferris nominated 
J.P. Newman. C. B. Fisk nominated J. B. Graw. 

Charles H. Payne withdrew his name. 


J. B. Wentworth presented the following paper as a whet makes 
question of privilege: ae ie 


Resolwed, That this General Conference recognizes it as a well- 
settled principle of the doctrine of the Methodist Episcopal Church 
concerning our Episcopacy, that election to the Hpiscopal office, not 
the ceremony of ordination, is that which makes one de facto a 
Bishop. And, therefore, we declare that no one who may be elected 
Bishop from among*the delegates to the General Conference, can, 
after such election, exercise the functions of a delegate; but that 
thereby and therefrom he ceases to be a member of the General 
Conference. 


A motion to lay on the table, and also a motion 
calling for the Yeas and Nays were made, but did not 
prevail. 

On motion of -W. Swindells, the previous question 
was ordered, and the resolution was not adopted. 


Bishop Harris announced the following as tellers: eye 
peliers an= 


nounced, 


SECOND SET OF TELLERS. 


George 8S. Hare, New York. 
Thomas J. Ferril, Missouri. 
F. G. Weeks, Central New York. 
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Thomas H.Herdman, Southern Illinois. 


Abijah Marine, North Indiana. 
Joseph F. Lamdin, California. 

John A. Reitz, Western German. 
Charles O. Fisher, Savannah. 
George R. Palmer, East Maine. 
William Wilson, Jun., Iowa. 

Werter R. Davis, Kansas. 

E. P. Cook, Rock River. 


The Secretary appointed the following Assistant 
Secretaries to accompany the tellers: I. 8. Bingham, H. 


B. Heacock, J. P. Magee. 
Conference proceeded to ballot, after which, on mo- 


tion, the tellers retired. 
The regular order was taken up, and resolutions were 


called for. 
KENTUCKY. 


J. D. Walsh presented the following resolution, 
which was referred to the Committee on Episcopacy: 


Resolwed, That paragraph 68 of the Discipline, which reads: “The 
ministerial and lay delegates shall sit and deliberate together as one 
body, but shall vote separately whenever such vote shall be de- 
manded by one third of either order; and in such eases the concur- 
rent vote of both orders shall be necessary to complete an action,” 
shall be amended by adding the words: “ But in all cases the Bishops 
shall review, and if, in their judgment, any action shall seem hasty 
or injurious, they shall return it to the General Conference with 
their objection, when it shall require a majority of two thirds of each 
order to complete the action.” 


He also presented the following, which was referred 
to the same Committee: : 
Whereas, We believe it would strengthen our Episcopacy if our 


Bishops could obtain a better acquaintance with the pastors and the 


people; and, 
Whereas, It would in no respect impair the general superintend- 


ency; therefore, 

Resolved, That we request the Bishops to so arrange their work 
that they shall severally retain the supervision of the same Con- 
ferences for the term of four years, instead of one year, as by the 


present plan. 


Benjamin A. Stebbins presented the following, which 
was referred to the Committee on Itinerancy: 


Whereas, The Discipline does not clearly state the local Church 
membership of the Bishops, Presiding Elders, and preachers in charge; 


therefore, 
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Resolved. That the Committee on Itinerancy be instructed to consider 
this matter and report what provision, if any, is needed to remedy 
this defect in our Discipline. 


Benjamin A. Stubbins also presented the following, 
which was referred to the same Committee: 


Whereas, The composition of the Annual Conferences is not defi- 
nitely expressed in the Discipline; therefore, 

resolved, That paragraph 73 of the Discipline be amended so as to 
read: 

“The Annual Conferences shall be composed of all the traveling 
preachers who are in full connection; and both those who are in 
full connection and those who are on trial shall attend the Annuai 
Conference sessions.” 


He also presented the following, which was referred 
to the Committee on Revisals: 


Whereas, The duties of the Quarterly Conference Committee on 
Church Records are not well understood; therefore, 

Resolved, That paragraph 98 of the Discipline be amended by add- 
ing, as follows: 

“8 2. The duties of the Committee on Church Records shall be 
to provide a register to be kept by the pastor, a Quarterly Con- 
ference Record Book for the recording steward, a financial account 
book for the treasurer, a journal for the secretary of the leaders and 
stewards’ meeting, and class books for the leaders, and to inspect 
these books of record annually, and report at the fourth Quarterly 
Conference meeting what has been done by the committee to secure 
these supplies, and the condition in which the books are kept by 
those having charge of them.” 


A. Shinkle presented the following, which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on the Book Concern: 


Resolved, That the subject of establishing a weekly Sunday-school 
newspaper be referred to the Committee on the Book Concern, with 
instructions to report at an early day. 


Benjamin A. Stubbins presented the following, which 
was referred to the Committee on Freedmen’s Aid and 
Southern Work: 


Resolved, That it is the sense of this Conference that something 
ought to be done by the General Conference toward establishing 
Methodist schools for the education of the whites in the South. 


He also presented the following, which was referred 
to the Committee on Revisals: ; 


Whereas, The multiplicity of official meetings in any charge may 
at times give rise to conflicting action; therefore, 

Resolved, That paragraph 175, section 8, of the Discipline be so 
amended as to read: 

“To hold a meeting of the leaders, stewards, and trustees of the 
charge, to be denominated ‘The Official Board,’ as often as practica- 
ble,” ete. 
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Also, same paragraph and section, after the eighth question, add: 
“9, Tg there any business concerning the Church property ?” 
Then make the present ninth question the tenth. 


Vincent Boreing presented the following, which was 
referred to the Committee on Itinerancy: 


Whereas, The Lay Electoral Conference of the Kentucky Annual 
Conference, at its late session, passed a resolution instructing its 
delegates to General Conference to vote against all measures favor- 
ing a change in the manner of appointing Presiding Elders; there- 
fore, 

Resolved, That we deem it unwise and inexpedient to make any 
change in the manner of appointing Presiding Elders. 


He also presented the following, which was referred 
to the Committee on Lay Representation: 


Whereas, The Lay Electoral Conference of the Kentucky Annual 
Conference at its late session passed a resolution favoring lay repre- 
sentation in our Annual Conferences; therefore, 

Resolved, That paragraph 73 of the Discipline be so amended 
as to provide that the Annual Conferences shall be composed of 
traveling preachers and laymen in such proportion as shall, in the 
judgmert of the General Conference, seem best. 


MAINE. 


W.S. Jones presented the following, which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Sunday-Schools: 


Resolved, That the following paragraph, 258, page 261, of the Dis- 
cipline, shall also be inserted in the Discipline, under the heading, 
“Sunday-schools and the Instruction of Children,” and follow what: 
is now paragraph 250, namely : “It shall be the duty of the preacher 
in charge to see that each Sunday-school in our Church and congre- 
gations be organized into a missionary society, under such rules and 
regulations as the pastor, superintendent, and the teachers may pre- 
scribe. And the missionary contributions of the Sunday-schools 
shall be reported in a separate column in the benevolent coutribu- 
tions of the Annual and General Minutes. 


Ammi 8. Ladd presented the following, which 
was referred to the Committee on the State of the 
Church: 

Whereas, The holding of camp-meetings on the Sabbath is re- 
garded by many of our people as a great and growing eyil, tending to 
Sabbath desecration; therefore, 

Lesolved, That the Committee on the State of the Church be request- 


ed to give special attention to the subject, and voice the sentiment of 
this body in relation thereto. 


He also presented the following, which was referred 
to the Committee on Temperance: 


The following is a. resolution embodied in the report on temper- 
ance at the last.session of the Maine Conference: 
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Resolved, That the delegates from this to the General Conference 
be hereby instructed to seek the obliteration from our General Rules 
of the phrase “unless in case of extreme necessity” in the rules 
which forbid ‘“ drunkenness, buying or selling spirituous liquors, or 
drinking them.” 


A, 8. Ladd also presented the following, which was 
referred to the Committee on Revisals: 


Resolved, That we recommend to the Committee on Revisals that 
wherever the Lord’s Prayer is insorted in our Book of Discipline, 
me recently revised version of the New Testament be strictly fol- 
owed. ; 


He also presented the following, which was read in 
order to its passage, but the motion to adopt did not 
prevail: 

fesolved, That the Book Agents be ordered to send the Daily Chris- 


tian Advocate to such members of the Book Committee as do not re- 
ceive the paper here. 


C. J. Clark presented the following, which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Temperance: 


Whereas, Greater efficiency in the efforts of our people to promote 
the cause of temperance is greatly desired; therefore, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Temperance be requested to con- 
sider the expediency and practicability of forming Church temperance 
societies in all our charges. 


He also presented the following, which was read, and 
put on its passage, and, on motion, the resolution was 


adopted: 


Resolved, That the Book Agents be requested to report to the Gen- 
eral Conference, as soon as practicable, the necessity aid expense of 
assistant editors of such Church papers as have them, and how these 


editors are appointed. 
MICHIGAN. 


W. H. Perrine presented the following, which was 
referred to the Committee on the Legislative Depart- 
ment of the Church: 


Whereas, ‘One of the first acts in the organization of the early 
Christian Church,” says Rev. George R. Crooks, D.D., the most vig- 
orous writer of the age on lay representation, “was the separation 
of the temporal concerns from the spiritual work.” (See Acts vi, 
and Methodist, May 1, 1875.) And, 

Whereas, Dr. Coke, “the first Protestant Bishop of the new world,” 
the man who, under God, was appointed to lay the structural 
foundation of American Episcopal Methodism, according to the 
Journal of the General Conference of 1804, “moved,” under date 
of May 11, “to divide the spiritual and temporal concerns of the 
Discipline,” (page 54.) And again, under date of May 22, “moved 
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May 18. that the first division of the Discipline shall be entitled only The 


ELEVENTH 
Day. 


Doctrines and Discipline of the Methodist Episcopal Church,” sub- 
jects which he most religiously believed were especially committed 
by the authority of the great Head of the Church to the superyision 
of those who are called of God and freely elected to the divinely ap- 
pointed office of pastoral elders—‘‘and the second division be en- 
titled only the Temporal Economy of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church,” (page 64,) thus consistently opening a door through which 
the laity might some day enter the legislative councils of the Church 
in perfect harmony with the word of God, and in the light of the 
best accredited maxims of legislative science; and, 

Whereas, According to letters received since the last General Con- 
ference, bearing date of August 9, 24, and 30, 1876, from the now 
lamented Dr. Lovick Pierce, of Georgia, in which he speaks of 
Bishop Asbury’s two-house views as “the wonderful communica- 
tion made to me sixty-five years ago,” and of the equally wonderful 
fact “that I should have been spared so many years to declare this 
wonderful conception of the pioneer Bishop of Episcopal Meth- 
odism at the only time when it has been called for by pending 
issues,” it appears that ‘“‘ Bishop Asbury,” so far from even outlining 
any thing that could bear the shghtest resemblance to the crudities 
of the present “ plan,” as some have affirmed, according to Dr. Pierce’s 
recollection, ‘‘never said a word in reference to a mixed up General 
Conference of lay and clerical delegates all voting together as one 
simple mass ;” that “Bishop Asbury’s ideal was two houses,” (Aug. 9): 
‘Ca House of Representatives made up of laymen and local preach- 
ers;” “in which branch of the General Conference every department 
in the Church (i. e., the laity and local preachership) requiring special 
legislation should be represented ;” ‘‘next a Senatorial House, made 
up exclusively of itinerant ministers;” ‘his grand idea” being 
“that au itinerant ministry must, of course, demand and have special 
legislation ;” that ‘being in itself a grand specialty;” “it could be 
a real itinerant ministry only where its legislation is for itself and 
by itself, or safely under its control;” that “his safeguard for 
American Episcopal Methodism was the common sensé of State 
legislation, that nothing could be law until both houses passed upon 
it,” (August 24, 1876;) and, 

Whereas, This ‘‘common sense of State legislation,’ which gives 
to the immediate representatives of the people the initiative in all 
money bills, and to the Senate certain special executive functions, if 
applied to Methodism, giving to the House of Lay Representatives the 
initiative in all measures relating to finance and other temporalities, 
and to the Clerical Senate the initiative in all measures relating to 
changes in the Ritual, and other spiritual concerns, would achieve 
not only the effective application of the division of labor principle, 
the most authoritative in civilization, and thus the highest degree of 
efficiency in ecclesiastical legislation yet attained by the Church; but 
by giving to each of the determinate orders of the clergy and laity in 
the Church the distinctive functions and responsibilities enjoined of 
God and the fathers, we should accomplish that most devoutly to be 
desired end, the absolute reconciliation of the now hostile and bel- 
ligerent theories of the old and new Methodisms; and, 

Whereas, Ninety-tive of the leaders of the last General Conference, 
lacking only thirty-two of a majority, stood up not only in repudiation 
of the crudities of the present plan, but in favor of the original 
principles of Methodism and of genuine progress along these con- 
servative lines toward the goal of God’s ideal in legislation ; therefore, 

feesolved, That it be referred to the Committee on the Legislative 
Department of the Church, to consider and report upon the pro- 
priety of changing part ii, chapter i, section 1, paragraphs 62,63, 
and 64 of the Discipline as to read as follows : 
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PART IL—GOVERNMENT OF THE CHURCH. 
CHAPTER I.—THE CONFERENCES. 
Section 1. The General Conference. 


¥ 62. The General Conference shall consist of a. Clerical Senate 
md House of Lay Representatives. 


I. CLERICAL SENATE. 


4] 63. The Clerical Senate shall be composed of one delegate in 
Elders’ orders for every members of each Annual Conference, 
to be appointed either by seniority or choice at the discretion of 
such Annual Conference. 

4{ 64. At all times when the Clerical Senate is met, it shall take 
two thirds of the clerical delegates elect to constitute a quorum for 
the transaction of business. 

“| 65. One of the general superintendents shall preside in the 
Clerical Senate, but in case no General Superintendent be present 
the Clerical Senate shall proceed without debate to the election of a 
president pro tem. 

§[ 66. The Clerical Senate shall have the initiative in all measures 
relating to the Ritual and other spiritual concerns of the Church; 
and in case of amendment arising thereto in the House of Lay Rep- 
resentatives the final determination thereof shall be with the Cler- 
ical Senate. 


II. Housz or Lay REPRESENTATIVES. 


4 67. The House of Lay Representatives shall be composed of 
one layman for every members of the Church within the 
bounds of his Annual Conference, and also for every additional 
thousand members: said Lay Representatives to be chosen 
by the Lay Stewards of the Annual Conferences on the day fixed for 
the election of Delegates to the Clerical Senate, but by a separate 
vote, provided that the number of lay delegates to the House of 
Representatives shall at least be equal to the numbers elected to the 
Clerical Senate, and that no laymen shall be eligible for an election 
to the General Conference who shall be under twenty-five years of 
age, and who shall not have been a member of the Church for five 
consecutive years immediately preceding his election. 

4 68. At all times when the House of Lay Representatives is 
met it shall require two thirds of all the lay representatives elect 
to constitute a quorum for the transaction of business. 

4 69. The House of Lay Representatives shall choose its own 
president and other officers. 

470. The House of Lay Representatives shall have the initiative 
in all measures of finance, and other temporalities of the Church, 
and in case of amendments arising thereto in the Clerical Senate, 
the final determination thereof shall be with the House of Lay Rep- 
resentatives. 


III. ConcuRRENT POWERS, ETC. 


4] 71. These two distinct and separate houses shall have concur- 
rent power, as above provided, to make all rules and regulations for 
our Church under the following limitations and restrictions: (See 
1, 2, 3, 4, 5, and 6 Restrictive Rules.) 

{ 72. Joint sessions of the two houses shall be held for the hear- 
ing of the quadrennial addresses of the Bishops—for the reception 
of fraternal delegations, and for the election of all the officers of the 
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Church elected by the General Conference; but no legislation shall 


be valid except it shall be the concurrent action of two distinct and 


separate houses. ; 

[ 73. All elections of Bishops, Book Agents, Seeretaries, and 
Editors of the Church shall be invariably by ballot. 

74, Neither house, during the session of the General Conference, 
shall adjourn for more than three days without consent of the other, 
nor to any other locality than that in which the General Conference 
shall be sitting. 

4] 75. The General Conference shall meet in the city of Philadelphia 
on the first Wednesday in May, 1884, and thence forward in such 
place or places as shall be fixed upon from time to time by the Gen- 
eral Conference; but the general superintendents, or a majority of 
them, with the advice of two thirds of all the Annual Conferences, 
or, if there be uo general superintendents, two thirds of all the 
Annual Conferences, shall have power to call an extra session of 
the General Conference at any time, all vacancies to be filled in the 
usual way. 


W. HL. Perrine also presented the following, which was 
referred to the Committee on the Legislative Depart- 
ment of the Church: 


Resolved, 1. That the Secretary shall keep and publish in the first 
column or columns of the Daily Christian Advocate a calendar of 
business, on which all reports from committees and all resolutions 
that lie over, together with all matters undisposed of, shall be en- 
tered in the order in which they are presented to the Conference. 

Resolved, 2. That at ten o’clock A.M., unless there is a special order 
of the day, or as soon thereafter as the order of the day shall be dis- 
posed of, the business on the calendar shall be taken up and dis- 
posed of in the order in which it stands thereon, and a vote of two 
thirds of all the members present shall be required to take up any 
matter out of its order on the calendar. 

Resolved, 3. That the house shall proceed to the order of the day 
precisely at ten o’clock, unless that order be dispensed with by a 
two-thirds vote of all the members present. 

Resolved, 4. That no new business shall be entered on the calendar 
or introduced into the house after the 20th day of the session, except 
by a two thirds vote of all the members present. 


He also presented the following, which was referred 
to the Committee on the Book Concern: 

Fesolved, That the Bishops of the Methodist Episcopal Church be 
and are hereby authorized to appoint the editors of the Michigan 


Christian Advocate direct to their editorial work, when so requested 
by the Methodist Pubhshing Company. 


The rules were suspended to receive the following 
reports: 

Bishop Harris presented the report of Rev. J. W. 
Freund, Fraternal Delegate to the Evangelical Associ- 
ation, which was read, and, on motion, received, and 
ordered to be printed in the Daily Christian Advocate. 
[See Appendix, 37, page 519.] 
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J. C. Hartzell presented the report of Emperor Will- 
iams, Fraternal Delegate to the African Methodist 
Episcopal Church of America, which was read, and, on 
motion, received and ordered printed in the Daily 
Christian Advocate. [See Appendix, 28, page 505. ] 

Bishop Simpson presented the following paper from 
the Fraternal Delegates of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church, South, which was read, and, on motion, it was 
received and ordered to be printed in the Daily Chris- 


tian Advocate: 
CINCINNATI, Onto, May 13, 1880. 


To the Bishops and members of the General Conference of the Alethodist 

Episcopal Church : 

DEAR FATHERS AND BRETHREN: We beg leave to invite your atten- 
tion to the following resolution, adopted by the General Conference 
of the Methodist Episcopal Church, South, at Atlanta, in May, 1878: 

Resolved, That the second Wednesday of the session of the Gen- 
eral Conference, to be held in the city of Nashville, in May, 1882, is 
suggested as the day for the reception of Fraternal Delegations, and 
that the evening of that day, and such other evenings as the Con- 
ference may order, shall be set apart for listening to addresses from 
delegations ; and that all bodies in correspondence with us be fully 
advertised, in our letters and by our visiting delegates, of the day or- 
dered by this body for the reception of Fraternal Delegates, their 
letters, and their words of greeting. 

Allow us to add, dear brethren, that your Fraternal Delegates to 
the General Conference of the Methodist Episcopal Church, South, 
will receive a brotherly welcome. Praying God’s blessing upon our 
Methodist brotherhood, we are very truly and fratcrnally yours, 

Arricus G. HAYGooD, 
JAameEs H. CaRuisLe, 


MINNESOTA. 


J. F. Chaffee presented the following, which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Itinerancy: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Itinerancy be instructed to in- 
quire into the expediency of so amending the Discipline in respect to 
District Conferences, page 58, paragraph 86, that it slall read: 
“The District Conferences shall meet twice each year in Presiding Kl- 
der’s Di-trict; each Conference to appoint the place of its own sit- 
ting, the time to be fixed by the Presiding Elder;” and that paragraph 
92, page 64, be either stricken out, or made to harmonize with such 


change. 
T. M. Gossard presented the following, which was 
referred to the Committee on Itinerancy: 


Resolved, That the pastoral term be changed from three to five 


years. 
MISSISSIPPI. 


J. A. W. Moore presented the following resolution, 
which was referred to the Committee on the Book 


Concern: 
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Inasmuch ag Jackson is the capital of the State of Mississippi, 
and the Methodist Episcopal Church has a large membership there- 
in; therefore, be it 

Resolved, That this General Conference establish a book depository 
in the said city. 


L. C. Deshazo presented the following, which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Boundaries: 


Resolved, That the General Conference do hereby authorize that the - 


Mississippi Conference may be divided into one or more conferences 
at any time between this Conference and the next General Confer- 
ence, provided, that a majority of the members of the Annual Confer- 
ence are in favor of such division, and the Bishop concurs. 


MONTANA. 
W. W. Van Orsdel presented the following, which 
was referred to the Committee on the State of the 
Church: 


Whereas, The plan now pursued by our Church in nominating In- 
dian Agents by the Missionary Board has proved in many instances 
a great evil to the Church, and a serious hinderance to our work on 
the frontier; and, 

Whereas, The experience of nearly twelve years has proved to us 
that, with a few exceptions, it has been of no real benefit to the In- 
dians; and, 

Whereas, The course now pursued by the present administration 
of Indian affairs toward our Board of Missions does seriously embar- 
rass them in making suitable appointments to the various agencies 
under our care; therefore, 

Resolved, That as a Church we will henceforth abstain from all 
connection or responsibility in this matter. , 


NEBRASKA. 


T. B. Lemon presented the following, which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Boundaries: 

Resolved, That the Nebraska Conference may, during the next four 
years, by a vote of a majority of its members present and voting, 


with the approval of the Bishop presiding, divide on such lines as 
may be agreed upon. 


He also presented the following, which was referred 
to the Committee on Revisals: 


Whereas, Presiding Elders are compelled in many parts of the 


country, from the number of their charges and the great distance they. 


are at times from each other, to employ the elders of the district to 
go in their place to such charges when the preacher is but a dea- 
con, and at times a mere supply; and 

Whereas, The Discipline requires that in the absence of the Pre- 
siding Elder the preacher in charge shall preside at Quarterly Con- 
ferences ; therefore, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Revisals be instructed to in- 
sert at the end of the second line of paragraph 94, page 65, of Dis- 
cipline, the following: ‘“ And in his absence an elder of the district, 
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appointed by the Presiding Elder, shall preside; but if no appoint- May13. 
ment be made, or the person appointed do not attend, the preacher Etrvents 
in charge shall preside.” Day, 


H. T. Davis presented the following, which was re- Conference 
i ; gelist. 
ferred to the Committee on Itinerancy: sg ie 


Fesolved, That the Committee on Itinerancy be requested to inquire 
into the expediency of adding the following words to section 3, par- 
agraph 157, page 103, of the Discipline: ““A member of the Con- 
ference Conference evangelist,” so that the amended paragraph shall 
read: “He shall have authority, when requested by an Annual 
Conference to appoint a member of the Conference Conference evan- 
gelist.” 

NEWARK. NEWARK. 


S. Parsons presented the following, which was read o,aer of 


and referred to the Committee on Itinerancy: peewee 


fesowed, That the following order of business for Annual Confer- 
ences be prescribed and authorized by this- General Conference, 
uamely : 

THE ORDER OF ANNUAL CONFERENCE BUSINESS. 

1. Religious exercises. 

2. Calling the roll by the Secretary of the last Conference. 

(1.) Have any Died? 

(2.) Have any been Transferred, and to what Conferences? 

(3.) Have any been received by Transfer, and from what Confer- 
ences ? 

3. Election of Conference Secretaries. 

4. Appointment of Committees : 

(1.) Standing Committees. 

(2.) Special Committees. 

5. Conference Relations: 

(1.) Who Remain on Trial? 

(2.) Who are Admitted into Full Connection? 

3.) Who are the Deacons of the First Class ? 

ti Who are the Deacons of the Second Class ? 

(5.) Who have been elected Eiders ? 

(6.) Who have been ordained Elders ? 

(7.) Who are the Supernumerary Preachers ? 

(8.) Who are the Superannuated Preachers ? 

(9.) Who are Received on Credentials from other Churches ? 

6. Was the Character of each Preacher Examined ? 

7. The Local Ministry: 

(1.) What Local Preachers have been elected Deacons ? 

(2.) What Local Preachers have been ordained Deacons ? 

3) What Local Deacons have been elected Elders ? 

ti What Local Deacons have been ordained Elders ? 

8. Conference Membership forfeited : 

(1.) Have any Withdrawn? 

(2.) Have any been permitted to Withdraw under Charges? 

(3.) Have any Located at their own request? 

(4.) Have any been Located ? 

(5.) Have any been Expelled ? 

9. Who are Admitted on Trial ? 

10. Report of Conference Stewards. 

(1.) What are the claims on the Conference Fund ? . 

os What has been Received on these Claims, and how has it been 


applied ? 
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11. General Conference relations : 

(1.) Execution of General Conference orders. 

ee Election of Triers of Appeals. 

3.) Election of Geueral Conference Delegates. 

(4.) Addresses of General Conference officers. 

12. Reports of the officers of Literary Institutions and of Commit- 
tees appointed by last Uonference. 

13. Reports of Standing Committees. 

14. Reports of Special Committees. 

15. Statistical Report. 

16. Election of officers of Conference Societies, trustees of Literary 
Institutions, and such other officers as may be elected by the Con- 
ference. 

17. Miscellaneous business. 

18. Where shall the next Conference be held? 

19. Where are the Preachers Stationed ? 

20. This order of Conference business may be suspended by the 
vote of the Conference. 


Jacob C. Allen presented the following, which was 
read and referred to the Committee on the Book 
Concern 


Whereas, There is an ever-increasing demand among us for pure, 
sprightly, Christian literature, especially adapted to ‘the wants of 
Christian women; and 

Whereas, The "Woman's Christian Temperance Union and the 
Woman’s Foreign Missionary Society, under God, are doing most ef- 
ficient work in the evangelization and salvation of the world; and 

Whereas, We believe a monthly magazine published by our Church 
in the interest of the above-named societies would meet with general 
favor, not only among our own, but among ladies of all Christian 
denominations; and 

Whereas, The Ladies’ Repository, as such, was a success, ‘and as 
a National Repository i is not a success; and 

Whereas, There is an imperative call for the resurrection and res- 
toration of this magazine to its former name and usefulness; 
therefore 

Resolved, That it is the sense of this General Conference that the 
name of the National Repository shall, on the first day of January, 
1881, when its present subscription-list expires, be changed to its 
former name, to wit, , Ladies’ Repository, and that the same be 
thereafter edited by a male editor with a female assistant editor, and 
conducted especially in the interest of the Woman’s Christian Tem- 
perance Union, the Woman’s Foreign Missionary Society, and the 
Christian Homes. 


NEW ENGLAND. 


Joseph Cummings presented the following, which was 
referred to the Committee on Fraternal Correspondence: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Fraternal Correspondence be in- 
structed to prepare a more definite plan relative to the future recep- 
tion of Fraternal Delegates, naming a specific time, so far as may be 
practicable, for the reception of such delegation, and algo naming the 
amount of time to be allowed to each delegation. 


He also presented the following, which was referred 
to the Committee on Revisals: 
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Resolved, That paragraph 244 of the Discipline be amended by the 
substitution, in the second line, for the words “any excluded per- 
son,” the words “ any member condemned to suffer any penalty.” 


NEW HAMPSHIRE. 


G. J. Judkins presented the following, which was 
referred to the Committee on Revisals: 

Whereas, The efficiency of women as superintendents of many of 
our Sunday-schools is undoubted; and 

Whereas, Our Sunday-schools should be properly represented in 
our Quarterly Conferences; therefore, 
. Resolved. That paragraph 93, lines 5 and 6, of our Discipline, which 
reads, “and the first male superintendents of our Sunday-schools,” 


be, and hereby is, amended by striking out the word male, so that it 
shall read, ‘‘and the first superintendent of our Sunday-schools.” 


On motion of Lewis Miller the rules were suspended, 
and he presented a form of Constitution for Sunday- 
schools, which was referred to the Committee on Sun- 
day-Schools and Tracts. 

On motion, William F. Johnston, of the Upper Iowa 
Conference, was excused from attendance during the 
remainder of this week. 

The tellers returned and reported the ballots for 
Missionary Secretaries as follows: . 

Whole number of votes cast, 386; necessary to a 
choice, 194. 

Of these John M. Reid received 261, and Charles H. 
Fowler 220, and they were declared elected Corre- 
sponding Secretaries of the Missionary Society of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church. 

The order of the day was resumed. 

George W. Woodruff moved to take up so much of 
the Report as refers to the election of Corresponding 
Secretary of the Board of Church Extension, which 
motion was adopted. 

J. S. Smart moved to reconsider so much of the 
order in relation to the elections as required the calling 
of the roll, which motion prevailed. 

John Lanahan moved a substitute, as follows: That 
the Secretary call the roll of Conferences and not of 
members, and as the Conferences are called the mem- 
bers shall rise and cast their ballots. 

George 8. Hare moved to lay the amendment on the 
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table, but the motion did not prevail, and the substitute 


was adopted. 

Emory Miller nominated A. J. Kynett. A. Har- 
mount nominated P. 8. Donelson. J. W. Thompson 
nominated Homer Eaton. 

On motion, it was ordered that after the votes are 
counted, if Conference be not in session, the ballots 
shall be sealed up, and the result announced by ene 
President to-morrow morning. 

The Conference proceeded to vote, after which the 


tellers retired. 
A motion to adjourn was lost, and the call for resolu- 


tions resumed. 
Bishop Harris named Jacob B. Graw on the Com- 
mittee on Judiciary in place of H. W. Warren. 


NEW JERSEY. 
J. B. Graw presented the following, which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Temperance: 


Whereas, The Methodist Episcopal Church is clearly and emphatic- 
ally pronounced in favor of entire abstinence from the use of intoxicat- 
ing liquors as beverages, and of the prohibition of their manufac- 
ture, importation, and sale for such use, but has no specific methods 
for carrying on temperance work; and, 

Whereas, Some generally-accepted plan of action that will give 
wise direction to such means and appliances as may be available, and 
will educate and unify public sentiment is highly important; and, 

Whereas, The National Temperance Society and Publication House 
is doing such work as we desire to encourage, and is under the man- 
agement of good men of our own and other Churches, and is the rec- 
ognized head of nearly all forms of temperance effort; therefore, 

Resolved, That we highly approve the work of the National Tem- 
perance Society and Publication House, and commend their books, 
tracts, and papers to our Churches and Sunday-schools and to the 
general public. 

Resolved, That, in our judgment, it would greatly advance the gen- 
eral cause of temperance if pastors would present the claims of ‘this 
society to their people in an annual sermon, and invite contributions 
to its work. ~* 


He also presented the following, which was referred 


to the Committee on Revisals: 


Feesolved, That paragraph 37, page 34, of the Discipline be changed 
so as to read, “ Let every adult person, and the parents of every child 
to be baptized, have the choice either of sprinkling or pouring.” 


W. W. Moffett presented the following, which was 
referred to the Committee on Revisals: 


Whereas, There are many intelligent local preachers who regard 
the requirements of the Discipline in regard to their course of study as 
ex post facto law; and, 


- 
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Whereas, A large number of our aged and honored local preach- 
ers are disqualified through infirmities to undertake such a work; 
therefore, 

Resolved, That the following be adopted and entered in the Appen- 
dix of our Discipline, namely: “When, in the judgment of a Quar- 
terly Conference, a local preacher ought to be excused from the pre- 
scribed course of study, he may be so exeused by a two-thirds vote 
of the members present; provided, such local preacher shall have 
been licensed for not less than five consecutive years immediately 
preceding such action.” 


NEW YORK. 


C. D. Foss presented the following, which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on the State of the Church: 


Resolved, That the Committee on the State of the Church be re- 
quested to consider the subject of divorce, and to report such action 
as may tend to conform the practice of the Church on this subject to 
the precepts of the New Testament. 


H. C. Connolly presented the following, which was 
referred to the Committee on Itinerancy: 


Whereas, In the opinion of many members of our Church, the office 
of Presiding Elder is a burden; and, 

Whereas, The duties devolving upon the Presiding Elder may be 
performed in a satisfactory manner if the districts are made smaller 
and the Presiding Elder given a pastorate; therefore, 

Resolved, That the General Conference empower the Annual Con- 
ferences, when, in their judgment, they think it wise, to so arrange 
their several Presiding Elders’ Districts that the Presiding Elders 
may have pastoral charges which shall support them, and only travy- 
eling expenses necessarily incurred be paid by the several Churches 
under their charge, thus relieving many feeble Churches from a bur- 
den hard to be borne. 


William H. Ferris presented the following, which 
was referred to the Committee on Itinerancy: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Itinerancy be and hereby are re- 
quested to inquire into the propriety of giving to the Annual Confer- 
ences, severally, authority to fix the number and boundaries of the 
Presiding Elders’ Districts within their respective limits. 


He also presented the following, which was referred 


to the same Committee: F 


Whereas, There is little, if any, demand for four Quarterly Confer- 
ences per annum in each pastoral charge; therefore, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Itinerancy be and hereby are re- 
quested to inquire into the expediency of so altering the Discipline 
as to substitute Semi-annual for “ Quarterly Conferences.” 


NEW YORK EAST. 
Daniel Curry presented the following, which was 
referred to the Committee on the Itinerancy: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Revisals inquire into the expe- 
diency of changing the Discipline, paragraph 179, so as to read, “A 
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supernumerary preacher is one who, because of impaired health, or 
for any other cause, may be, by vote of his Conference, excused from 
taking an appointment during the year next ensuing. He shall be 
a member of such Quarterly Conference as he may select within the 
Conference. 


D. A. Goodsell presented the following, which was 
referred to the Committee on the Book Concern: 


Resolved, That so much of the Journal of the New York Kast Con- 
ference as relates to the National Repository be referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Book Concern: “ Our literary magazine, the National 
Repository, still remains the unsettled problem of our Church litera- 
ture. With higher literary and editorial merit than ever before, and 
changed into an illustrated magazine of no mean rank, its subscrip- 
tion list has decreased, owing to the increased cost of illustration, not 
of the highest character at that; and the sum of $25,000 has been sunk 
in its publication the last four years. It certainly cannot be pub- 
lished at the present sacrifice unless we are ready to put it ahead of 
the best at whatever cost, and trust the Church to come promptly to 
its support. Our only course is to abandon illustration, except for 
explanatory purposes, and so reduce the cost and perhaps the size 
of the magazine. But we enter our earnest protest against its dis- 
continuance as a publication, or its being reduced to the level of a 
mere organ of benevolent societies—a monthly bulletin of Church 
items. We believe more space might profitably be given to Church 
matters, especially to missionary interests, but we still urge that her 
educated youth and adults imperatively need a higher religious and 
artistic literature, and one also which shall not continually weaken 
their devotion to the Church in which they have been connected and 
educated. We urge the General Conference to do nothing to lower, 
but rather much to elevate, the literary standing of all our publica- 
tions.” 


A. 8. Graves presented the following, which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Revisals: 


Resolved, That the Discipline, paragraph 247, section 6, be so 
changed that the Committee on Education appointed by the Quar- 
terly Conferences shall be appointed as other disciplinary commit- 
tees, by the fourth Quarterly Conference. 


L. 8. Weed presented the following, which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on John-street Church: 


Resolved, That the following-named persons be and are hereby 
recommended by this Quarterly Conference for election as trustees 
of the First Methodist Mpiscopal Centennial Church, of the city of 
New York, (John-street,) for the term of four years, by the General 
Conference of the Methodist Episcopal Church, to be held in the city 
of Cincinnati, in the month of May, 1880, namely: Edward Allen, 
John Bentley, Benjamin M. Tilton, F. E. Trowbridge, Benjamin F. 
Weymouth, William Collins, James Wright, Reece B. G. Williams, 
Walter B. Bailey. 

The above resolution was unanimously adopted by the fourth 
Quarterly Conference of the First Methodist Episcopal Centennial 
Church, (John-street,) of the city of New York, March 22, 1880. 

JAMES WriGut, Secretary. 
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He also presented the following, and it was referred 
to the same committee: 


The trustees of the John-street Church respectfully report that 
during the four years last past the preaching of the word has been 
maintained, and all the ordinances of the Christian religion, accord- 
ing to the Discipline and usages of the Methodist Episcopal Church, 
have been administered with satisfactory results in the conversion 
of souls. : 

The direct object of investing the General Conference with author- 
ity to elect the trustees of this Church, as expressed in the action of 
the General Conference of 1868, was ‘‘to make sure the preservation 
of the Church edifice, with its appurtenances, in perpetuity, as a 
place for religious services, according to the Discipline and usage of 
the Methodist Episcopal Church.” 

Whether the motive was the preservation of the property for its 
historical associations, or for the purpose of aiding the work of 
spreading ‘scriptural holiness,” thus far both results have been 
reached, and the old John-street Church, with a past history of more 
than a century. is surrounded with present opportunities for useful- 
ness never before exceeded, and only limited by the means which 
shall be placed at its disposal to set in motion evangelizing and re- 
straining influences that, with the blessing of God, will result in the 
saving of many souls. Excepting Trinity and St. Paul’s Protestant 
Episcopal Churches, the Methodists are the only denomination of 
Protestant Christians that sustain religious services in a church 
edifice in the large district lying south of Chambers-street, in a direct 
line from the North to the Hast rivers, containing a population of 
over 30,000 souls, including more than 6,000 children between the 
ages of five and fifteen years. 

The question of support, for years past a difficult one, now threat- 
ens the existence of the society as never before. While the recol- 
lection of the struggle to keep the Church in its present location 
(1856. ’57) remained fresh in the minds of the denomination, the ob- 
servance of the anniversary of its dedication, October 30, 1768, was 
sufficiently influential to secure the presence of its friends, and what- 
ever deficiency existed was generously contributed by them. During 
these twenty-five years, however, most of those friends have passed 
away, and while the needs of the Church have not diminished in any 
respect, its income from this source is becoming every year more 
uncertain, and the necessity for a broader and more general appeal 
to the generosity of the denomination admits of no further delay. 

To provide for this emergency measures were adopted a few yeurs 
ago to secure an endowment fund, which has been attended with a 
limited degree of success, but with no practical benefit toward the 
support of the Church. ; 

Four years ago the General Conference adopted a resolution ap- 
proving ‘‘of any proper measures that may be adopted by the trust- 
ees of the John-street Church to raise an endowment fund for this 
‘Mother Church’ of Methodism in the United States, and commend- 
ing such measures to the liberality of all Methodists in the 
country.” 

The depressed condition of all industrial and business interests up 
to within a short time, however, has rendered a systematic move- 
ment in that direction impracticable. With the return of a more 
prosperous condition of affairs throughout the country, in the judg- 
ment of the trustees the time has arrived when the denomination 
at large, through the adoption of some practical measure, should 
respond to the necessities of the case, and not only provide for the 
safe keeping of this memorial of the founding of Methodism in this 
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country, but also place the society on such a financial basis as will 
enable the Church to vindicate its claim to a prolonged existence 
and more extended career of usefulness. 

The pastor of this Church, Rev. L. 8. Weed, also a member of the 
General Conference now in session, having within a short period 
served three years in the same capacity, is thoroughly familiar with 
its opportunities and necessities, is keenly alive to the importance of 
its endowment, and will heartily co-operate in executing any plan 
that the wisdom of the General Conference may devise for the ac- 
complishment of that object. 

Herewith please find official notification of the action of the Quar- 
terly Conference on the nomination of the trustees for the ensuing 
four years, as provided for by the Deed of Trust, on which your 
favorable action is respectfully requested. 

By order of the Board of Trustees, 

B. F. Waymouts, President. 
JAMES WriGut, Secretary. 
JOHN BENtLEY, Treasurer. 


NORTHERN NEW YORK. 


I. 8. Bingham presented the following, which was 
referred to the Committee on Temporal Economy: 

Resolved, That the paragraph in the Bishops’ Address, alluding to 
the impropriety of mortgaging churches and Chureh property to 
pay current Church expenses, be referred to the Committee on the 


State of the Church, with instruction to report a paragraph for the 
Discipline on that subject. 


The tellers returned and announced the following 
vote for Corresponding Secretary of the Board of 
Church Extension: 

Whole number of votes cast, 376; necessary to a 
choice, 189. 

Of these votes Alpha J. Kynett received 310, and 
was declared elected Corresponding Secretary of the 
Board of Church Extension. 

On motion, Conference adjourned, the benediction 
being pronounced by J. M. Walden. 


FRIDAY MORNING, MAY 14, 


Conference met at nine o’clock A.M., Bishop An- 
drews in the chair. 

W.S. Edwards conducted the religious exercises. 

The Journal of yesterday’s session was read and ap- 
proved. 

Bishop Harris announced the following committee 
ordered on the eligibility of Tilman Valentine to a 


ee. 


1880.] Journal of the General Conference. 227 
seat in the General Conference, as a lay delegate of ee 
the Florida Conference: Dax. 

George G. Reynolds, New York East. 

Lucius C. Matlack, Wilmington. 

Waitman T. Willey, West Virginia. 

John P. Newman, New York. 

William H. Hunter, Central Lllinois. 


On motion, Lewis Miller, of the East Ohio Confer- i 
ence, was excused from further attendance during the L. Miter 
wrecle excused. 

It was announced that B. W. Huston, of the Detroit xg w. aus. 
Conference, was present and in his seat; and his name ‘present 
was entered on the roll. 

On motion of George W. Woodruff, the order of the Batiot for 
day was taken up, to wit, the election of Corresponding oie 
Secretary of the Freedmen’s Aid Society. pila 

Luke Hitchcock nominated R. 8. Rust. 

The Conference proceeded to ballot, and the tellers, 
having collected the votes, retired. 

The call for resolutions was made as follows: 


NORTH INDIA. hom 

f : i NDIA. 
Ram Chandra Bose presented the following, which Centennial 
was referred to the Committee on Education: Lucknow. 


Whereas, Experience has shown the pernicious results of the early 
associations of Christian with heathen boys in mission schools spe- 
cially set apart for the latter; and, 

Whereas, The only way of obviating these deplorable results is the 
institution of schools specially designed for the classes thus injured; 
and, 

Whereas, The Centennial School at Lucknow forms the nucleus of 
a good institution for the aforementioned classes; therefore, 

Resowed, That the said school be placed on a footing of efficiency 
by such liberal grants as the Missionary Society can sanction with- 
out prejudice to any other branch of its important work. 


NORTHERN NEW YORK. es 

ORK. 

L. D. White presented the following, which was re- Prices of 
ferred to the Committee on the Book Concern: ronohions 


Whereas, The profits of the Book Concern were originally intended 
for the aid of the traveling ministry; and, 

Whereas, The expense of such a library asis needed by a minister 
in our times to qualify him for acceptability and usefulness is a great 
tax on the average salary of our preachers; therefore, 

Resolved, That the Book Agents are instructed to sell books to the 
trayeliog preachers at the largest discounts allowed to any parties 
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L. D. White presented the following, which was re- 
ferred to the Committee ou the Episcopacy: 


Resolved, 1. That the following change be made in the Discipline 
relating to the duties of a Bishop: In paragraph 157, section 2, in- 
stead of “To form the districts according to his judgment,” insert, 
“To form the districts of a Conference over which he presides with 
the advice of the Presiding Elders of said Conference, and with the 
approval of at least one half of them. 

Resolved, 2. That an additional section be inserted in the same par- 
agraph to read as follows, namely: “ To fix the boundaries of the cir- 
cuits and stations of a Conference over which he presides, with the 
approval of at least one half of the Presiding Elders of said Confer- 
ence.” 


Jacob Hunt presented the following, which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Revisals: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Revisals be requested to’ inves- 
tigate the expediency of so changing the rule as to allow the leaders 
and stewards to vote on the appointment of leaders, the same as on 
the appointment of stewards. 

The following was adopted at a class-leaders’ convention of Utica 
and Herkimer Districts, Northern New York Conference: 

“ Resolved, That it is the sense of this convention that in old-es- 
tablished charges the pastor should not appoint a leader contrary to 
the wish of the class, or without consulting the leaders and stew- 
ards’ meeting.” 


NORTH-WEST INDIANA. 


James W. Greene presented the following, which was 
referred to the Committee on the Book Concern: 


Resolved, That the Book Agents be instructed to publish the Gen- 
eral Rules in future editions of the Hymnal. 


John H. Cissel presented the following, which was 
referred to the Committee on Revisals: 


Whereas, It is desirable for each Annual Conference to be fully 
informed as to the work and usefulness of all their members; and, 

Whereas, Such information depends largely upon the reports made 
at each annual session; therefore, 

Resolved, That a paragraph be inserted in the Discipline requiring 
the Presiding Klders to represent the pastor and their charges in open 
Conference, as their names are called. 


M. H. Mendenhall presented the following: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Episcopacy be instructed to 
inquire into the expediency of requesting the Bishops to furnish 
their decisions of law questions made in the course of their presiden- 
cies over the Annual Conferences and in the meetings of the Epis- 
copal Board as relating to the administration of the Discipline by 
Presiding Elders and pastors, to the Committee on Episcopacy for 
review, and the said decisions with the review of the Committee 
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on Episcopacy be submitted to the General Conference for confirma- 
tion, and when so confirmed that they be printed in the Appendix to 
the Discipline. 


William J. Paxson moved to amend by striking 
out the words, “and in the meetings of the Episcopal 
Board.” 

Pending this motion the tellers returned and reported 
the ballot for Corresponding Secretary of the Freed- 
men’s Aid Society, as follows: 

Whole number of votes cast, 366; necessary to a 
choice, 184. 

R. 8. Rust, having received 252 votes, was declared 
elected. 

The order of the day was resumed. 

W. H. Hunter moved to proceed to the election of 
Book Agents. 

G. S. Hare moved, as a substitute, that we proceed to 
the election of an editor of the Christian Advocate at 
New York. 

On motion of J. W. Thompson, the previous ques- 
tion was ordered, and the substitute was adopted. 

G. S. Hare nominated Daniel Curry. J. B. Graw 
nominated James M. Buckley. 

The Conference then proceeded to vote, after which 
the tellers retired. 

On motion of J. M. Buckley, Conference proceeded 
to the election of an Editor for the Quarterly Re- 
view. 

G. G. Reynolds nominated Daniel D. Whedon. W. 
S. Edwards nominated George R. Crooks. W. F. Mal- 
lalieu nominated George Prentice. 

The Conference proceeded to vote, after which the 
tellers retired. The vote for Editor of the Christian 
Advocate was announced as follows: 

Whole number of votes cast, 377; necessary to a 
choice, 189. 

Of which number James M. Buckley, having received 
228 votes, was declared elected. 

On motion of Samuel Mower, the Conference pro- 
ceeded to the election of Editor of the Western Chris- 
tian Advocate; whereupon Samuel Mower nominated 
Francis S. Hoyt, and the ballot was cast. 
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Bishop Andrews announced the vote for Editor of 
the Quarterly Review, as follows: 

Whole number of votes cast, 373; necessary to a 
choice, 187. 

Of which number Daniel D. Whedon received 307; 
and was declared elected. 

On motion of J. M. Trimble, the order was suspended 
to receive report No. I of the Committee on American 
Bible Society, which was read, and, on motion, adopted 


as follows: 

Whereas, The members of this General Conference have been in- 
vited, through the Corresponding Secretary, Rev. A. 8. Hunt, D.D., 
to attend the Anniversary of the American Bible Society to be held 
in Louisville, Ky., on Sunday May 16, 1880; therefore, 

Resolved, That the Bishops be and are hereby requested to ap- 
point two members of this body to represent the Conference on that 
occasion. 

J. M. Trimble moved that the Conference now elect 
the Editor of the Sunday-school Books, Papers, and 
Tracts, which, on motion, prevailed. 

E. O. Stannard nominated John H. Vincent. W. W. 
Evans nominated W. M. Frysinger. 

Bishop Andrews now announced the vote for Editor 
of the Western Christian Advocate, as follows: 

Whole number of votes cast, 335; necessary to a 
choice, 168. 

Of which number Francis 8. Hoyt having received 
304 votes was declared elected. 

Conference proceeded to vote for Editor of Sunday- 
school Books, ete.; after which the tellers retired. 

Conference, on motion, proceeded to the election of 
Editor of the Pittsburgh Christian Advocate. 

L. W. Day nominated Alfred Wheeler. 

F. T. Campbell moved to reconsider so much of the 
order adopted yesterday as required the vote to bé 
taken by Conferences, which motion prevailed. 

On motion of L. C. Queal it was ordered that in 
the case of the Editor of the Pittsburgh Christian Ad- 
vocate, the vote shall be cast by the Secretary as he 
may be directed by the Conference, 

The Secretary was then directed to cast the ballot of 
the Conference for Alfred Wheeler, which was done, 
and he was announced as elected Editor of the Pitts: 
burgh Christian Advocate. 
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P. S. Donelson moved to take from the table the Re- 
port of the Committee on Order of Elections. The 
motion did not prevail. 

On motion of J. S. Smart, a ballot was ordered for 
election of the Editor of the North-western Christian 
Advocate. 

At this point Bishop Simpson called the attention of 
the Conference to the necessity of fixing a time and 
place for the consecration of the newly-elected Bishops. 

On motion of J. M. Walden, the rules were suspend- 
ed for the purpose, and, upon his motion, Wednesday 
next was fixed upon as the day; and a committee of 
three was ordered to determine the place and hour, and 
report to-morrow morning. 

The Bishop announced the following as the Com- 
mittee: J. M. Walden, E. Sargent, and Amos Shinkle. 

Nominations were made for Editor of the North- 
western Christian Advocate: J. S. Smart nominated 
Arthur Edwards. O.J. Cowles nominated N. H. Axtell. 

After receiving the ballots the tellers retired. 

EK. O. Stannard moved to proceed with the election 
of the Editor of the Central Christian Advocate. 

George 8. Hare moved, as a substitute, that all further 
elections of Editors be deferred until after the Report 
of the Committee on the Book Concern has been made. 
The substitute was laid on the table. 

Bishop Harris announced the following appointments: 
John P. Newman, Daniel A. Goodsell, Committee to 
attend the Anniversary of the American Bible Society. 

The tellers returned, and the vote on Editor of Sun- 
day-school Books, etc., was announced, as follows: 

Whole number of votes cast, 353; necessary to a 
choice, 177. 

Of which J. H. Vincent received 239, and was de- 
clared ‘elected. 

The tellers having returned, the Bishop announced 
the result of the election of Editor of the North-western 
Christian Advocate, as follows: 

Whole number of votes cast, 351; necessary to a 
choice, 176. 

Of which Arthur Edwards received 277 votes, and 
was declared elected. 
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The following changes were announced in Standing 
Committees: 
NEW YORK. 


Episcopacy: J. P. Newman substituted for C. D. 
Foss. 

Itinerancy: A. K. Sanford substituted for J. P. New- 
man. 

On motion, Conference adjourned, the benediction 
being pronounced by B. F. Crary. 


SATURDAY MORNING, MAY 15, 


Conference met at nine o’clock A. M. Bishop Peck 
in the chair. 

Ludwig Nippert conducted the religious services. 

The Journal of yesterday’s session was read and ap- 
proved. 

The Secretary read a farewell communication from 
Rey. Wallace M’Mullen, Fraternal Delegate from the 
Methodist Church in Ireland; and, on motion of George 
W.. Woodruff, it was received and referred to the 
Committee on Fraternal Correspondence. 

A telegram was received from the Woman’s aia 
tian Temperance Union in convention at Evansville, 
Indiana; and, on motion of J. J. Hight, the Secretary 
was instructed to send an appropriate answer. 

On motion, D. A. Goodsell was excused from attend- 
ing the Anniversary of the American Bible Society, at 
Louisville, Kentucky. 

On motion of I. 8. Bingham, the rules were sus- 
pended to allow him to present Report No. I of the 
Committee on Boundaries, and it was laid on the table 
under the rule. 

On motion, Benjamin M. Peck, of the Genes¢e Con- 
ference, was excused from further attendance, and 
John W. Benton was seated in his place, and appointed 
to the Committees upon which Benjamin M. Peck had 
acted. 

The rules were suspended, and J. W. Hoyt presented 
the Report of the Committee on Location and Expense of 
the General Conference; and, on motion, the Report was 
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received and ordered to be printed and made the order 
of the day for Monday next, at ten o’clock A.M. 

The rules being suspended, J. M. Walden presented 
various memorials, from Local Preachers’ National Con- 
vention, and others, and they were referred to the 
Committee on Itinerancy; and W. S. Edwards pre- 
sented similar papers from the Local Preachers’ Associa- 
tion of Baltimore, which were referred to the same 
Committee. 

A. Harmount moved to suspend the rules in order to 
take up the call for memorials and petitions, but the 
motion did not prevail. 

The consideration of the paper of M. H. Mendenhall, 
presented yesterday, was resumed, and, on motion, the 
amendment offered by W. J. Paxson was adopted. 

On motion of J. Lanahan, the vote was ordered, and 
the resolution, as amended, was adopted, as follows: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Episcopacy be instructed to in- 
quire into the expediency of requesting the Bishops to furnish their 
decisions of law questions made in the course of their presidencies 
over the Annual Conferences, as relating to the administration of 
the Discipline by Presiding Elders and pastors, to the Committee 
on Episcopacy for review; the said decisions, with the review of 
the Committee on Episcopacy, to be submitted to the General Confer- 
ence for confirmation, and when so confirmed, that they be printed 
in the Appendix to the Discipline. 

T. J. Ferril moved to proceed to the election of Ed- 
itor of the Central Christian Advocate. 

L. Hartsough moved to lay on the table, which mo- 
tion was lost, and the election was ordered. 

The following nominations were made: 

H. Buck nominated Benjamin St. James Fry; J. H. 
Clark nominated W. R. Goodwin; J. W. M’Donald 
nominated J. C. W. Coxe. 

The Conference having cast its ballots, the tellers 
retired. 

George W. Woodruff, as a privileged question, 
stated that as Rev. Wm. Arthur and Rev. F. W. Macdon- 
ald, Fraternal Delegates, would not be able to attend 
any further the sessions of the Conference, they be in- 
vited to make such remarks before the Conference as 
they may desire. 

Whereupon they addressed the Conference in part- 


ing words. 
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On motion of F. M. Chaffee, it was ordered to go in- 
to the election of Editor of the Northern Christian 
Advocate. 

D. W. C. Huntington nominated O, H. Warren. 

On motion, the Conference reconsidered the action 
by which the votes were to be cast on call of Confer- 
ences, and the Secretary was instructed to cast the bal- 
lot of the Conference for O. H. Warren, which was 
done, and he was declared duly elected Editor of the 
Northern Christian Advocate. 

Under suspension of the rules, A. Shinkle presented 
Report No. I of the Committee on the Book Concern, 
and it was read. It was ordered to consider it seriatim. 

Item 1 was read, and John Evans moved to amend 
by inserting the following, “and the Book Agents be 
instructed to distribute the amount of the deficit to the 
different Conferences, according to their strength; so 
that it may be paid back to the Book Concern during 
the next quadrennium.” 

John Lanahan moved to lay the amendment on the 
table, and Daniel Curry called for a division. The 
motion prevailed—yeas, 250; nays, 55. 

The motion of A. 8S. Graves to lay the item on the 
table, was lost. 

Job A. Price called the previous question, but it was 
not ordered. 

Sandford Hunt moved to amend by inserting after 
“ deficiency ” the words “up to January, 1880.” 

J.S. Smart moved to amend the amendment by _in- 
serting the amount of the deficit. 

8. C. Swallow moved, as a substitute, to recommit the 
item, so that the exact amount of the deficit might be 
given. 

Under the previous question the motion to recommit 
was lost; and the amendments offered by S. Hunt and 
J. S. Smart were adopted, and the item, as thus amend- 
ed, was adopted. 

Item 2 was then read. 

A, J. Kynett moved to lay the item on the table, but 
the motion did not prevail. 

After some discussion, the motion to lay on the table 
was renewed, and prevailed. 
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Item 38 was read, and, on motion of J. M. Walden, 
was laid on the table. 

Item 4 was read, and John Evans moved to amend 
by ordering that the election of all the Editors, except 
of the Christian Apologist, be deferred until after the 
Report of the Committee on the Book Concern be con- 
sidered. 

On motion of G. 8. Hare, the previous question was 
ordered, and the amendment, and the item as amended, 
were adopted. 

The Report, as amended, was also adopted, as follows, 
namely: 

BOOK CONCERN—REPORT No.1. 


Item 1. We recommend that the deficiency in the Episcopal Fund 
up to January 1, 1880, to wit, $120,311 24, be charged to profit and 
loss. 

Item 2. We recommend that the publication of the National 
Repository be suspended at the close of the current year. 

Item 3. We recommend that the publication of the Golden Hours 
be suspended at the close of the current year. 

Item 4. We recommend that the election of all the Editors for our 
papers, except the Editor of the Christian Apologist, be deferred 
until after a future report of the Committee on the Book Concern be 
considered. 

The president announced the result of the vote for 
Editor of the Central Christian Advocate, as follows: 

Whole number of votes cast, 353; necessary to a 
choice, 177. 

Of which number Benjamin St. James Fry having re- 
ceived 251 votes, was declared elected. 

It was announced that H. M. Laney, of the Central 
Illinois Conference, was absent, and C. Springer, a re- 
served delegate, was admitted to his seat. 

On motion, L. M. Murphy, of the Saint Louis Confer- 
ence, being sick, was granted leave of absence, and John 
H. Cameron, a reserve delegate, admitted in his place. 

P. A. Laffer, of Erie Conference, was excused until 
Monday. F.C. Wolfe, of Upper Iowa, was also excused 
until next Monday. 

J. M. Walden presented the Report of the Committee 
to Fix Place and Hour for the Consecration of the Bish- 
ops elect, and moved to reconsider the vote by which 
the day was fixed for next Wednesday, but the motion 
did not prevail. 

John Lanahan moved to substitute Saint Paul’s Meth- 
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odist Episcopal Church, and, the prévious question be- 
ing ordered, on motion, the substitute was adopted. 

Bishop Harris announced C. H. Afflerbach as a sub- 
stitute for D. A. Goodsell, excused, to attend the anni- 
versary of the American Bible Society, at Louisville, 
Kentucky. 

On motion, Conference adjourned, the benediction 
being pronounced by R. S. Rust, D.D. 


MONDAY MORNING, MAY 17. 


Conference met at nine o’clock A. M., Bishop Wiley 
in the chair. 

The religious exercises were conducted by George 
Cummins. 

The Journal of Saturday’s session was read and 
approved. 

The following persons were granted leave of absence: 

Vincent Boreing, lay delegate of the Kentucky 
Conference, for the rest of the session, and David E. 
Roberts admitted to his seat. 

Philip T. Gross, of the Washington Conference, for 
the rest of the session. 

Also Thomas W. Smith, of the Southern Genta. 
and R. M’Millen, of the Wisconsin Conference, for the 
rest of the session. 

On motion, Rev. L. M. Vernon, D.D., Superintendent of 
Missions in Italy, was invited to a seat on the platform. 

The rules being suspended, John Lanahan moved that 
the rule concerning the call for memorials be also sus- 
pended, and that the Secretary be instructed to place 
two boxes—one at each end—on the platform, in which 
members might place all memorials; and the Secretaries 
shall arrange in order of Conferences, and that they be 
announced in the Journal of the following day. 

L. Hartsough moved the following substitute: 


That all other business be suspended till the call of Conferences be 
completed for resolutions, ete. 


On motion of S. Mower, the substitute was laid on 
the table. 


The following amendment, that the order be not ear- 
ried into effect until the close of the morning session, 
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was, on motion, laid on the table, and the original mo- 
tion prevailed. 
The call for resolutions was then made. 


MISSISSIPPI. 


J. W. Dunn presented the following, which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Itinerancy. 


Whereas, It has been contemplated in this General Conference to 
change the mode of appointing Presiding Elders, and make that office 
elective; and, 

Whereas, Such a change would not only depreciate the power of 
our Bishops, but it also would open a way for the access of ambi- 
tious and unacceptable men to fill these offices, which will be greatly 
to the detriment of the Church; therefore, 

Resolved, That the power of appointing remain in the hands of the 
Bishop, with the cabinet to assist him as in the past. 


J. M. Shumpert presented the following, which was 
referred to the Committee on Boundaries. 


Whereas, There has not been any action taken on the part of the 
members of the Mississippi Annual Conference in regard to a divis- 
ion; and, 

Whereas, A majority of the white, as well as a very large majority 
of the colored, members of the Mississippi Conference are utterly op- 
posed to any separation on the color line or any other line; and 

Whereas, There has been received two or three memorials from the 
laity, asking for a division; therefore, 

Resolved, That it is the sense of this General Conference that no 
action should be taken here until the Mississippi Conference have 
acted. 


NORTHERN NEW YORK. 
I. S. Bingham presented the following, which was 
referred to the Committee on Boundaries: 
Resolved, That the decision of a joint commission, appointed by the 
Northern New York Conference and the Troy Conference, as re- 


corded on the Journals of the aforesaid Conference, be referred to the 
Committee on Boundaries. 


NORTH-WEST IOWA. 

L. Hartsough presented the following, which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Missions: 

Resolved, That the General Conference be requested to set the 
Black Hills off into an independent mission. 

He also presented the following, which was referred 
to the Committee on Revisals: 

Whereas, The usage and genius of our language require that the 


pronoun “he,” “his,” “him” take the same gender as the nouns 
that they represent; and, 
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Whereas, An opinion’of late has been formulated affecting the ad- 
ministration of our Discipline, as against the long-tried usage of the 
Church, by regarding these pronouns as being masculine, though 
representing the words “‘ persons” and “members of the Church; ” 
therefore 

resolved, 1. To so declare or affirm that the words ‘‘he” and “ his,” 
in section 4, paragraph 89, page 60, shall not conflict, as to gender, 
with the words “‘ person” and “member of the Church ” which they 
represent. 

ftesoled, 2. To declare the same in section 2, paragraph 96, p. 66. 

Fesolved, 3. Also the same in paragraph 181, page 121. 

Resolved, 4, Also the same in paragraph 189, page 125. 


John R. Lemon presented the following, which was 
referred to the Committee on Revisals: 


Whereas, Much of the property of our Church is not insured 
against loss by fire, and in consequence large losses are incurred ; 
and, 

Whereas, The trustees of our Churches are members of the Quar- 
terly Conferences, 

Resolved, That the Discipline be so changed as to make it read, 
after the twelfth question, in paragraph 97, as follows: “Is the 
Church property insured ?” 


L. Hartsough presented the following, which was 
referred to the Committee on Itinerancy: 


Whereas, We believe that the present plan of making District 
Conferences optional with each district works against the useful- 
ness of such conferences ; therefore, 

Resolved, That we ask our General Conference to either abolish 
the District Conference, or to make it one of the permanent bodies 
of our Church. 


John R. Lemon presented the following, which was 
referred to the Committee on Revisals: 


Whereas, The great majority of our membership, from no choice of 
their own, were not born into this:;world men; and, 

Whereas, They are in every way the equals of their brethren in 
piety, intelligence, in earnest devotion to the Church, and as efficient 
laborers in ail departments of work, when they have been tested ; 
and, 

Whereas, In many of our societies, were they not employed, the 
office of steward and also of leader would go unhonored, to the great 
detriment of our Church work; therefore, 

Resowed, That the word “ person” or “persons” be made to dis- 
place the word “man,” or any other word in our Discipline that 
would seem to exclude them from being appointed to these offices. 


L. Hartsough presented the following, which was 
read and referred to the Committee on the Book Con- 


cern: 


Whereas, There are so many papers professing to be purely relig- 
jous and non-sectarizing, and issued in such cheap form as to inter- 
fere with the circulation of our own Church papers; and, 
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Whereas, Such papers often lower or displace our standards in 
doctrine and experience; therefore, 

Resolved, That the time is fully come when we should furnish our 
people with a paper at a low price; said paper to deal mainly with 
practical and experimental religion—a paper especially adapted to 
place into the hands of unconverted persons to lead them to Christ, 
of young converts to lead them on to purely consecrated lives and 
holy walks—in short, a paper to be edited less as a newspaper and 
more especially for tle heart and the Christian life. 


John R. Lemon presented the following, which was 
referred to the Committee on Itinerancy: 


Whereas, The divine Master has owned and is blessing with his 
favor the work of our sisters in preaching the Gospel; and, 

Whereas, Many applications have been made by our sisters for li- 
cense to preach; and, 

Whereas, The Quarterly Conference of Fort Dodge Charge, (North- 
west Iowa Conference,) of which Sister I. M. Hartsough is a mem- 
ber, did recommend Sister Hartsouch as a suitable person to receive 
a local preacher’s license, and applied for the same to the District 
Conference, which was issued to said Sister Hartsough, subject to 
the action of the General Conference, thus indicating that the: Church 
in its sentiments upon the subject is in advance of its legislation, 
and demands action upon this question by this body now ; therefore, 

Resolved, That the Discipline of our Church be so changed as to 
authorize license to preach to be given to such persens as possess the 
necessary grace and usefulness, without regard to sex. 


L. Hartsough presented the following, which was 
referred to the Committee on Revisals: 


Whereas, ‘The usage and administration of the Church are some- 
what in conflict as to the meaning of the word ‘‘ men” in paragraph 
191; therefore, 

Resolved, To so amend paragraph 29 and paragraph 191 that the 
word “men” shall be declared to mean “ persons,” or that the word 
“persons ” displace the word ‘ men.” 


He also presented the following, which was read and 
referred to the Committee on Revisals: 


Whereas, The mode of representation in our General Conference 
leaves so large a portion of .our Churches unrepresented in this, the 
only legislative body of our Church; therefore, 

Resolved, 1. That we hereby instruct the Committeeron Revisals to 
inquire into the expediency of so amending, or to provide a plan for 
the amending of, paragraph'62 so that it shall read as follows: “The 
rainisterial delegates shall consist of one member for every forty-five 
charges in each Annual Conference, and an additional delegate for 
a portion of twenty-three or more charges. 

Resolved, 2. Where an Annual Conference has four or more minis- 
terial delegates, there shall be allowed an additional lay delegate, 
that is, increasing the number to three lay delegates. 


He also presented the following, which was read and 
referred to the Committee on Revisals: 


239 


May 17. 
FourterntTH 
Day. 


Licensing 

to preach. 
without re- 
gard to sex. 


“Persons” 
for “\men.” 


Representa- 
tion in Gen. 
Conf. 


Removal of 
distinction 
of sex. 


240 


May 17. 
FourtTKENTH 
Day. 


Osto. 


Episcopal 
residence 
on Pacific 
coast, 


Official rela- 
tion of local 
preachers. 


PITTSBURGH. 


Quarterly 
Conference 
Committee 
on Church 
zelation. 


Journal of the General Conference. [1880. 


Whereas, The usage of the Church has fairly tested the advantage 
and safety of employing Christian women as stewards, leaders, Sab- 
bath-school superintendents, exhorters, and Jocal preachers ; and, 

Whereas, For years now our women have been so extensively en- 
gaged in all these departments of Church work as to fully show 
their fitness and usefulness therein as equals at least of their bretl- 
ren; therefore, 

Resolved, That all distinction of sex henceforth be ignored in the 
appointment of members of Quarterly and District Conferences, and 
that our book of Discipline be made to conform to this resolution. 


OHIO. 


S. H. Bright presented a memorial, which was read 
and referred to the Committee on Itinerancy. 


OREGON. 


Philip M. Starr presented the following, which was 
referred to the Committee on Episcopacy: 


Whereas, The presence of a Bishop adds materially to the success 
of our Church enterprises ; and, 

Whereas, The Pacific coast is two thousand miles away from an 
episcopal residence ; therefore, 

Resolved, That one of the Bishops be required to reside on the Pa- 
cific coast. 


E. J. Northrup presented the following, which was 
referred to the Committee on Revisals: 


Whereas, The Discipline does not seem clearly to determine the 
official relation of local preachers who have Church letters or certifi- 
cates; therefore, 

Resolved, That paragraph 183, which reads as follows: ‘ When- 
ever a local elder, deacon, or preacher shall remove from one circuit 
or station to another, he shall procure from the Presiding Elder of | 
the district, or from the preacher having charge, a certificate of his 
official standing in the Church at the time of his removal, without 
which he shall not be received as a local preacher in other places,” 
be amended by the addition of these lines: “nor shall such certifi- 
cate of official standing be valid for a period longer than one year 
from the date of the last renewal of said official relation.” 


PITTSBURGH. 


J. A. Miller presented the following, which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Revisals: 


It shall be the duty of the fourth Quarterly Conference of each 
circuit or station to appoint a committee of not less than three or 
more than nine, to be called the Committee on Church Relation, said 
committee to be nominated by the preacher in charge, and elected by 
the Quarterly Conference, to which the preacher in charge may refer 
all cases of delinquency or neglect of duty that in his judgement 
ought to go before it for examination and disposal. Nevertheless 
should any person be deprived of membership in the Methodist Epis. 
copal Church by action of said committee they shall have the right 
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of an appeal to the next ensuing Quarterly Conference, the same 
as made and provided in the case of persons expelled by the action 
of a select committee; and, further, where a charge is composed of 
two or more appointments or societies, and it is thought best by the 
pastor, he may nominate a Committee on Church Relation for each 
appointment or society in the charge, but should any member of the 
committee be a member of the Quarterly Conference he shall not be 
entitled to a vote in case of an appeal. 


M. A. Ross presented a memorial, which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Lay Representation. 


PHILADELPHIA. 


Jacob Todd presented the following, which was read 
and referred to the Committee on the Judicial Code: 


Resowed, That any member of the Methodist Episcopal Church 
who shall be absent from the spiritual oversight of the charge to 
which he belongs, and who shall fail to report his whereabouts, by 
letter or otherwise, to his pastor or leader, for three years in succes- 
sion, shall forfeit all claim to membership, and the preacher in charge 
shall have authority at any time thereafter, by and with the advice 
and consent of the leaders’ meeting, to enter him upon the Church 
record as “ withdrawn.” 


George Cummins presented the following, which 
was referred to the Committee on Itinerancy: 


Whereas, The right of Churches to petition for the pastors whom 
they desire to serve them is practically recognized; therefore, 

Resolved, That the Quarterly Conference is the only proper body to 
represent the Church in such action. 


PROVIDENCE. 


John W. Willett presented the following, to be read 
and put on its passage: 


Resolved, 1. That in rejecting the resolution relating to the status 
of a Bishop elect presented by Dr. Wentworth, of the Genesee Con- 
ference, on the 13th inst., this General Conference did not express 
approval of the doctrine of three orders in the ministry. It simply 
declared that a Bishop elect is not divested of his rights and respon- 
sibilities as a member of an Annual Conference and of this body, nor 
is he invested with the authority and responsibility of a Bishop until 
he is formally inducted into that office. 

fesolved, 2. That the Episcopacy of our Church is not an order but 
an office. 


F. 8. Hoyt called the previous question, but the call 
was not sustained. 
J. B. Wentworth presented the following substitute: 


Inasmuch as there has never been any formal and authoritative 
declaration by the General Conference of our Church relative to the 
underlying principles and essential constitution of our Episcopacy ; 
and, / 

Inasmuch as there may, therefore, be a degree of indetiniteness, 
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and even dissimilarity, of opinion hereupon, both among the ministry 
and laity of our Church, notwithstanding our theory upon this sub- 
ject is so clearly set forth in the discussions and writings of our 
Church fathers; and, 

Inasmuch as certain acts and utterances that have entered into 
the proceedings of this General Conference might be construed, in 
the absence of any plain and explicit statement of our views upon 
this subject, as indicating a departure from the old-time and hitherto 
well-established ideas of the denomination respecting the nature and 
quality of our general superintendency. 

We deem it to be fitting and called for that we, the General Con- 
ference of the Methodist Episcopal Church, should explicitly and 
decisively set forth the doctrinal theory which enters into and deter- 
mines the structure and character of this fundamental, strongly- 
guarded, and highly-cherished feature of our ecclesiastical system ; 
and, therefore, 

Resolved, 1. That, though we are, truly and essentially, an episco- 
pal Chureh, we are by no means a prelatical Church; but that we 
repudiate the extravagant notions entertained by those sects that 
have claimed to derive the validity of their churchly existence from 
the historic fiction of ‘ apostolical succession,” as to nature, prerog- 
atives, and powers of the episcopate. 

Resolved, 2. That while we hold ours to be as true and valid and 
scriptural an Episcopacy as has ever existed in the Church in any 
age, we yet declare our Episcopacy to be merely the title and grade 
of an office for the exercise of a certain kind of supervision and the 
performance of a certain kind of work, and institute@ on the ground 
of expediency—not the designation of a ‘third order” in the minis- 
try, divinely created, and endowed with magical and supernatural 
powers, by virtue of ordination, for lording it over God’s heritage. 

Resolved, 3. That inasmuch as we thus hold the episcopate—as 
incorporated into our Church system—to be simply and wholly in 
the nature of an office, having its birth in motives of wise policy and 
efficient government only, though by no means wanting in Scripture 
warrant and support, we must, and do, and have always, theoretic- 
ally held that election thereto is the prime and essential thing; and 
we hence affirm that when one shall be duly declared to be elected to 
the office of Bishop, he is from that moment de facto a Bishop, al- 
though he may for a time be restrained from the actual exercise of 
the prerogatives and powers thus conferred upon him by his election 
until a prescribed ceremony of installation shall be performed upon 
him, which may serve more fully to impress him and all onlookers 
with a conception of the dignity and responsibility of the office to 
which he had been appointed by the suffrages of his brethren. 

Resolved, 4. That it follows herefrom in logical consistency, and 
also from considerations of propriety and the fitness of things, that 
when a General Conference delegate is authoritatively declared to be 
elected to the office of Bishop, he then and there ceases—unless he 
shall immediately resign his episcopal honors—to be a delegate, and 
loses his membership in the General Conference. 


W. Swindells moved to lay the substitute on the 
table, but the motion did not prevail. 

W. H. Ferris moved that the whole subject be re- 
ferred to the Committee on Episcopacy, with instruc- 
tions to report at an early day. 

L. C. Queal moved to lay the motion on the table, 
but it did not prevail. 
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On motion of J. S. Smart the previous question was May17. 
Fourtxenta 


ordered, and the motion of W. H. Ferris was adopted— Day. 
yeas, 155; nays, 152. 
J. M. Walden moved that the rules be suspended in Motion to 


order to present certain papers on temperance. aioe fone 
J. M. Reid offered a substitute, that the rules be 
suspended so that all papers which are to be referred 
to committees may be presented, but the substitute 
was not accepted and the motion did not prevail. 
Henry D. Robinson presented the following, which Examination 


: : : of candi- 
was referred to the Committee on the Itinerancy: dates. 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Itinerancy take into consid- 
eration the expediency of changing questions 2 and 4 of paragraph 
149 of the Discipline, so that they shall respectively read, ‘2. Are 


you growing in grace?” ‘4. Are you earnestly seeking after it?” 
M. J. Talbot presented the following, which was re- ye are 
ferred to the Committee on Revisals: ly Confer- 


ences in 

Resolved, That the Committee on Revisals be directed to inquire new places. 
into the propriety of providing for the organization of Quarterly Con- 
ferences in new places by amending the Discipline, page 126, para- 
graph 192, line 6, by inserting after the word ‘‘nomination,” “at the 
first organization of a Quarterly Conference in any pastoral charge, 
the right of confirmation or rejection shall be with the members of 
the Church of legal age in said charge.” 


He also presented the following, which was re- Transfer of 
the work of 


ferred to the Committee on Freedmen: Freedmen’s 
Aid Society. 


Resolved, That the Committee on Freedmen’s Aid and our Work in 
the South be, and hereby are, instructed to consider and report on 
the practicability of putting the work of this society in the charge 
of the Educational, Church Extension, and Missionary Societies. 


He also presented the following, which was referred 
to the Committee on Revisals: 


Resolwed, That the Committee on Revisals be ordered to consider “Male.” 
the propriety of amending the Discipline, page 65, paragraph 93, by 
striking out the word “male” from the fifth line of the paragraph, so 
that it’shall read ‘the first superintendents.” 

Also, page 67, paragraph 96, section 4, line 4 of the section, of in- Approval of 
serting after the word “approve,” the words “both as trustees and  7¥S*€°S- 
as members of the Quarterly Conference, such;” and after the word 
“trustees” in line 5, the words ‘‘as are;” so that it will read, ‘to 
approve, both as trustees and as members of the Quarterly Confer- 
ence, such trustees as are not elected by the Quarterly Conference.” 


$ Ss Duties of 
He also presented the following, which was referred poopie 


to the Committee on Temporal Economy: stewards, 


Resowed, That the Committee on Temporal Economy be requested 
to so define the duties of recording stewards as to direct them to 
present annual reports to the first Quarterly Conferences. 
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Also, to so change paragraphs 337 and 97, sections 1 and 3 of the 
Discipline as to provide that trustees shall present their annual re- 
ports to the first instead of the fourth Quarterly Conferences. 


John W. Willett presented the following, which was 
referred to the Committee on the Itinerancy: 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Itinerancy be instructed to 
inquire as to the expediency of inserting after section 12 of para- 
graph 175, the following: 

“To prepare an annual report to be presented to the first Quarterly 
Conference, which shall embrace all the items specified in paragraph 
77 and in section 12 of this paragraph, (175,) with such other items 
of interest as may have transpired between the time of the preceding 
Quarterly Conference and the sessions of the Annual Conference; 
said report to be left with the recording steward in case of his, the 
preacher’s, removal to another charge.” 

Also, insert in paragraph 97, section 1, question 4, ‘‘(1.) From the 
pastor, an annual report, a quarterly report.” 


He also presented the following, which was referred 
to the Committee on the Ecclesiastical Code: 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Ecclesiastical Code be in- 
structed to consider the propriety of amending paragraph 221 of the 
Discipline so that it shall read, “‘ But in cases of neglect of duties of 
any kind,” unchristian ‘‘conduct,” ‘or taking such amusements as 
are obviously of misleading or questionable moral tendency,” etc. 

Or, if the present list of prohibitions is to be retained, by inserting 
after the word ‘“ dancing-schools” the words ‘or lotteries, whether 
in Church fairs or elsewhere.” 


He also presented the following, which was referred 
to the Committee on Revisals: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Revisals consider the propriety of 
defining the duties of the Quarterly Conference Committee on Church 
Records to be the supervision of all the records of the charge, in- 
cluding those of the Sunday-school, to audit the accounts of the 
trustees and of the regording stewards, and to report to the first 
Quarterly Conference annually. 


He also presented the following, which was referred 
to the Committee on the Itinerancy: 


Resolwed, That the Committee on the Itinerancy be instructed to in- 
quire as to the propriety of so changing the Discipline, paragraph 89, 
section 4, that District Conferences shall not be required to examine 
candidates for admission on trial in the traveling connection, or for 
local deacons’ or elders’ orders, in the course of study prescribed for 
such candidates, it being manifestly unnecessary to examine a candi- 
date twice in the same studies. 


Smith 8. Talcott presented the following, which was 


referred to the Committee on the Book Concern: 


fesolved, That the Committee on the Book Concern be and are here- 
by requested to discontinue the publishing of all periodicals and papers 
that do not pay their expenses, 
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ROCK RIVER. 
S. A. W. Jewett presented the following, which was 
read, and, on motion of A. Harmount, laid on the table: 


Resolved, That the call of Conferences for resolutions shall be dis- 
continued after the next call. 


R. M. Hatfield presented the following, which was 
referred to the Committee on the Book Concern: 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Book Concern be instructed 
to inquire iuto the propriety of excluding from our Church period- 
icals the advertisements of quack doctors and patent medicines. 


SAINT LOUIS. 


B. St. James Fry presented the memorial of J. K. Tut- 
tle and others, which was referred to the Committee on 


Boundaries. 
SOUTH CAROLINA. 


A. Webster presented the following, which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Boundaries: 


Resolved, That in the judgment of the General Conference, no new 
Annual Conferences should be hereafter organized, or Conference 
lines established, because of any difference in the complexion of any 
of the traveling ministers of our Church. 


Also the following, which was referred to the same 
Committee: 


Resowed, That the Committee on Boundaries be requested to con- 
sider the necessity of so reconstructing the fifth district that the 
Southern Conferences included therein may be fairly represented on 
important Church work, in which they are deeply interested. 


SOUTH-EAST INDIANA. 


G. L. Curtiss presented the following, which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Revisals: 


Whereas, It is essential that the clearest statements of the doc- 
trines of Methodism be close at hand, both for preachers and peo- 

le; and 
F Whereas, The Catechism of the Church is a clear and plain state 
ment of doctrines, and should be issued in connection with the 
twenty-five Articles of Religion; therefore, 

Resowed, That the Book Agents, in publishing the Discipline, be 
instructed to publish as a part of it Part III of the Catechism of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church, as an Appendix. 


He also presented the following, which was referred 
to the Committee on Missions: 


Whereas, The history of Methodism in the United States and other 
countries has demonstrated the problem that a Church, to become 
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strong, capable of complete self-support, and measure up to the work 
God has given it to do, must, as soon as it is permanently established 
by the mother Church, become independent, self-supporting, and 
self-governing; and, 

Whereas, There now exist missions and mission conferences of 
the Methodist Episcopal Church in foreign lands, well established, 
capable of self-government and self-support; and, 

Whereas, There are outlying fields near to our own country wholly 
or measurably destitute of the Gospel, looking to the Church of the 
United States for their instruction in the way of salvation, which 
fields are now white to the harvest; therefore, : 

Feesolved, That the Committee on Missions be instructed to inquire 
into the expediency of so organizing the foreign missions of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church in Europe and Asia as that the Confer- 
ences and missions now formed, and that may hereafter be formed 
there, shall become independent bodies, to wit: All the work in 
Germany, Switzerland, Denmark, Norway, and Sweden shall be the 
Methodist Episcopal Chureh of Europe; the Conferences of India 
shall be the Methodist Episcopal Church of India; the Conferences 
and missions of China and Japan shall be the Methodist Episcopal 
Church of Hastern Asia; and that the Methodist Episcopal Church 
of the United States pledge itself to continue missionary appropria- 
tions to said mission fields as heretofore, so long as inthe judgment 
of this General Conference it may seem best. 

Resolved, That:the Committee on Missions be also instructed to in- 
quire, if it be not expedient to organize these as independent Churches 
at present, if any thing can be done to accomplish it at the next 
General Conference. 

Resolwed, That the Committee on Missions be instructed to consider 
and report on this subject on or before the 15th of May, 1880. 


He also presented the following, which was, on mo- 
tion, indefinitely postponed: 


Resolved, That the sixth day of the session of the General Confer- 
ence of May, 1884, commencing at two o’clock P. M., be the day for 
the reception of Fraternal Delegations, and that the afternoon of that 
day, and such succeeding afternoons as the Conference may order, 
shall be set apart for listening to addresses from visitors. And we 
furthermore recommend that all bodies in correspondence with us be 
fully advised in our letters and by our visiting delegates of the day 
ordered by this body for the reception of Fraternal Delegates, their 
letters, and words of greeting. 


He also presented the following, which was referred 
to the Committee on Reyvisals: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Revisals be instructed to so change 
paragraph 293 of the Discipline relating to the “trial of preachers” 
as to strike out the word clearly, and cause it to read, ‘‘If in the 
judgment of the committee the evidence be such as to require fur- 
ther investigation, he shall be suspended.” 


He also presented the following, which was referred 
to the Committee on Temperance: 


Resolved, That we warmly indorse the aims and methods of the 
Woman’s Christian Union, including gospel, educational, and legal 
work; the employment of the thirteenth Sunday in each quarter for 
temperance instruction in Sunday-school; the introduction of a 
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temperance text-book in the public schouls, and a day of prayerin May 17. 
the week of prayer for the temperance reform; a union temperance Monn aETa 


prayer-meeting of the Church once a quarter; the use of non-alco- 
holic wine for sacramental purposes; the circulation of our temper- 
ance literature; the forming of children into cold water armies; or- 
ganizing young women’s temperance societies; the introduction of 
these methods among the women of the South, and in the States 
where the publie sentiment favors it; the endeavor to secure the 
ballot for women as a means of home protection from the ravages of 
the rum power. 

Fesolved, That we are in sympathy with the movement to place a 
drinking fountain in the public grounds at Washington as a memo- 
rial of the womanly heroism of Mrs. President Hayes in banishing 
intoxicants from the White House,.and we will aid the commission 
appointed for that purpose, with Miss Frances Willard as its leader, 
by our influence. 


G. L. Curtiss also presented the following, which was 
referred to the Committee on Revisals: . 


Resolved, That the Committee on Revisals be instructed to change 
section 7, paragraph 175, page 112, of the Discipline, under the sub- 
ject, ‘‘The duties of those who have the charge of circuits or sta- 


tions,” so.as to read, 
“Sec. 7. To take care that every society be duly supplied with 


Methodist literature.” 


He also presented the following, which was referred 
to the Committee on Temperance: 


Resolved, That the manufacture, sale, or supply of intoxicating lig- 
uors, in any form, for use as a beverage, is a high crime against 
God and man; that, as such, all Christian Churches should entirely 
separate themselves from it and from all persons who participate 
in it; and that it is the special and urgent duty of all Christian 
citizens to combine their efforts, prayers, and ballots for the suppres- 
sion of this enormous crime by the most stringent and effective 


laws. 
SOUTHERN CENTRAL. 


W. G. Matton presented the following, which was 
referred to the Committee on Boundaries: 
Whereas, The name Southern Central Conference is indefinite 


and misleading, and does not fix the location; therefore, 
Resowed, That the name Southern Central Conference be changed 


to Blue Ridge Conference. 
SOUTHERN ILLINOIS. 


J. W. Locke presented the following, which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Revisals: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Revisals be requested to consider 
the propriety of so changing the form of statistics for the Annual 
Conference as to report the number of copies of the different Church 
periodicals taken within the bounds of each charge. 
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T. H. Herdman presented the following, which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on the Episcopacy: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Book Concern shall at each an- 
nual meeting inguire, “ Are all the Bishops effective?” And if it 
appears in answer that any Bishop is ineffective, the Book Committee 
shall retire such Bishop from the active work, and provide for his 
support as a superannuate. 


He also presented the tollowing, which was referred 
to the Committee on Temporal Economy: 


Resolved, That the Book Committee be required to make an an- 
nual report for publication in our weekly papers of the salaries paid 
or allowed Bishops, Book Agents, Editors, Secretaries, and all other 
officers or agents of tae General Conference. 


J. A. Locke presented the following, which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Sunday-Schools and Tracts: 


Whereas, The Sunday-schools under the control of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church have no hymn book, but are entirely dependent 
on various publishing houses for their singing books, with no one, in 
many instances, being responsible for the theology contained therein; 
therefore, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Sunday-Schools and Tracts be 
and are hereby instructed to devise a plan whereby a uniform hymn 
book may be published for the use of the Methodist Episcopal Sunday- 
schools throughout the country, and that they report their action 
to this General Conference at as early a day as possible. 

Resolwed, That the Committee on Sunday-Schools and Tracts be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of publishing a Manual of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church for the use of the Sunday-schools of our 
denomination. 


He also presented the following, which was referred 
to the Committee on Boundaries: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Boundaries be instructed to in- 
quire into the expediency of changing paragraph 401 of the Disci- 
pline inrelation to Southern Hlinois Conference so as to make it read, 


“To the north-west corner of Jasper County,” instead of “the north- 
east corner.” 


SOUTH KANSAS, 


D. P. Mitchell presented the following, which was 
adopted: 


fesolved, That all papers which relate to the appointment of women 
as class leaders, and electing them as stewards, be referred to the 
Comuinittee on Reyisals, and that all papers which relate to the licens- 
ing of women to preach and ordaining them be referred to the Com- 
mittee on Itinerancy. 


C. W. De Wolf presented the following, which was 
referred to the Committee on the Episcopacy: 
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Resolved, That the Bishops of the Methodist Episcopal Church 
should have episcopal supervision of the same territory for four 
years in succession. 


S. E. Pendleton presented the following, which was 
referred to the Committee on Ecclesiastical Code: 


Whereas, It sometimes occurs that members of the Church hold- 
ing certificates of membership take advantage of the impression that 
proceedings cannot be had for immoralities until their certificates are 
deposited, and indulge in conduct derogatory to the Christian relig- 
jon and damaging to the Church; therefore, 

Feesolved, 1. That the holding of a Church certificate shall not 
be a bar to immediate proceedings for immoralities. 

Resolved, 2. That any member of the Church in fall connection 
where the offense occurs may begin proceedings. 


TROY. 


J. M. Webster presented the following, which was 
referred to the Committee on Revisals: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Revisals be requested to inquire 
into the propriety of so changing the Discipline as to provide for fix- 
ing the salaries of the General Conference officers by the General 
Conference itself for the quadrennium succeeding its sessions. 


L. Marshall presented the following, which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Revisals: 

Resolved, That it be the sense of this General Conference that 
certificates of Church membership are in no case to be given, except 
to those giving satisfactory evidence of an honest purpose to use 


them in uniting with some society of our Church or some other evan- 
gelical denomination. 


He also presented a tract on “ Women in the Church,” 
by Rev. Bostwick Hawley, D.D., which was referred to 
the Committee on Revisals. 

S. M’Kean presented the following, which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Missions : 

Whereas, A valuable and successful monthly, called Missionary 
Tidings, is published by Rev. A. C. Rose, of. the Troy Conference, and 
Rev. C. W. Millen, of the New York East Conference; and, 

Whereas, This monthly has been indorsed by several Annual 
Conferences, and recommended by them to the fayorable considera- 
tion of this body; therefore, 

Resolved, That this General Conference approves the publication 


of the Missionary Tidings, and recommends it to the patronage of 
the Methodist Hpiscopal Church. 


UPPER IOWA. 


Emory Miller presented the following, which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on the Book Concern : 
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Whereas, There seems to be a lack in the literary department of 
Church work, leaving a gap between the literature of children and 
youth, and the mature members of the Church; and, 

Whereas, This gap is widened by the high tone of our Church 
journals and the high price of said journals; and, ; 

Whereas, It is evident that converts demand special literary train- 
ing; therefore, ‘ 

Resolved, That it is our profound and prayerful conviction that this 
subject is worthy of the serious attention of the General Conference. 


R. Swearingen presented a paper, which was referred 
to the Committee on Boundaries. 

A. J. Kynett presented the following, which, on mo- 
tion, was laid on the table: 


Resolved, 1. That when no action has been taken in fixing the quo- 
rum of a deliberative body no number less than a majority constitute 
a quorum. ; 

Resolved, 2. That when the chairman has decided that-a quorum 1s 
not present, it is not competent for a non-quorum to overrule his 
decision. 


UTAH. 


T. C. Iliff offered the following, which was referred 
to the Committee on Boundaries : 


Resolved, That the Committee on Boundaries be, and is hereby, 
requested to change the boundary line of the Colorado Conference 
so as to include the State of Colorado and all of the Territory of 
Wyoming not included in the Montana Conference, provided the ter- 
ritory of Utah is made a mission district. 


J. S. Boreman offered the following, which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Revisals : 


Resolved, 1. That no person named in connection with a Church 
office should be solicited to decline his name for any other office; that 
the practice of asking and making such pledges is detrimental to the 
best interests of the Christian work, and calculated to deprive the 
Church of the services of some of her most eminent men, in positions 
to which she desires to call them, and to force the General Confer- 
ence to elect to official positions men who are not the choice of the 
Conference, 

Resolved, 2. That itis the Christian duty of every person solicited to 
make such a pledge, to peremptorily refuse so to do, and thus to 
maintain himself in a position to accept any office to which the 
Church may call him. 


He also offered the following, which was referred to 
the Committee on the Episcopacy: 


Resolved, 1. That the term of office of a Bishop should be fixed at a 
definite number of years, in order to bring that office into harmony 
with our general system, and that the whole number of Bishops 
should be divided into classes, one class going out of office at the 
end of each quadrennial. 

fesolved, 2. That the Committee on Episcopacy be requested to re- 
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port a permanent rule, having in view the object expressed in the 
preceding resolution. 


J. S. Boreman also offered the following, which was 
referred to the Committee on Episcopacy: 


Resolved, That it shall be the duty of the Bishops to so arrange 
their settlements so that one Bishop shall reside west of the summit 
of the Rockye Mountains, and if one of their number be allotted to 
that section of country and cannot go, it shall be the duty of the 
Bishops to allot another of their number in that section. 


He also presented the following, which was referred 
to the Committee on the Book Concern: 


Resolved, That the eastern and western Book Concerns of the Church 
should be united, and all the book interests of the Church be under 
one management, with branch depositories and publishing houses 
at such places as may be deemed advisable. 


He also presented the following, which was referred 
to the Committee on Episcopacy: 


Resolved, That upon the adoption of the rule fixing the term of 
the Bishop’s office at a definite number of years, then a majority of 
the Bishops should have the veto power upon all rules and reeula- 
tions that shall be passed by any General Conference for the govern- 
ment of the Church, except such as shall affect the episcopacy, and 
that no rule or regulation thus vetoed shall be effective unless ap-_ 
proved by a two- thirds vote of the General Conference. 


VERMONT. 


H. A. Spencer presented the following, which was 
referred to the Committee on Revisals: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Revisals be instructed to include, 
at the proper place, among the questions to be asked candidates for 
reception into the ministry, the following: 

“Do you use tobacco in any form ?” 

“Do you use alcoholic stimulants of any kind?” 

He also presented the following, which was referred 
to the Committee on Revisals: 


Resolved, That the Discipline be so amended as to exclude all dis- 
tinctions of sex, the same as it now excludes all distinctions of 
race. 

VIRGINIA. 


E. P. Phelps presented the following, which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on the Judiciary: 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary be directed to re- 
port answers to the following: 
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LAW QUESTIONS. 


Question 1. Has the General Conference of the Methodist Episco- 
pal Church, either directly, or through a commission appointed by 
said Conference, the legal right to deed, sell, give, or in any way dis- 
pose of, or transfer, a church house, or parsonage, held according to 
the law of the State, and the Discipline of said Church, by trustees, 
properly appointed, to or for the use of members and ministers of 
another Church or denomination, or for any other use or purpose, 
without the consent of the trustees and other parties interested in 
it, under the Discipline of the Methodist Episcopal Church ? 

Question 2. Had the Commission appointed by the General Con- 
ferences of the Methodist Episcopal Church and the Methodist 
Episcopal Church, South, to adjust all difficulties existing between 
the two said Churches, and which Commission met at Cape May, in 
August, 1876, the right to transfer the church house known as Har- 
mony, at or near Hamilton, and the parsonage of Hillsborough Cir- 
cuit, situated in the town or village of Hillsborough, both being in 
Loudoun County, Virginia, to the Methodist Episcopal Church, 
South, while an appeal was pending from the decision of the Circuit 
Court of Loudoun County, which was in favor of the representatives 
of the Methodist Episcopal Church, and which decision of the said 
Circuit Court has since been confirmed by the Supreme Court of 
Appeals of the State of Virginia ? 


WEST TEXAS. 


S. Gates presented a paper, which was referred to 
the Committee on Boundaries. 


WEST VIRGINIA. 
J. R. Thompson presented the following, which was 
read, and, on motion of K, P. Jervis, it was laid on the 
table: 


Resolved, That in organizing the general committees twenty-five 
shall constitute a quorum. 


T. B. Hughes presented the following, which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on the State of the Church: 


Whereas, The holding of fairs and festivals in our churches is be- 
lieved by many to be contrary to the true spirit of Christian benev- 
olence and detrimental to the spirituality of the Church; therefore, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the State of the Church be re- 
quested to take into consideration the propriety of recommending all 
our ministers and members to discountenance the holding of fairs 
and festivals in our churches. 


W. T. Willey presented the following, which was 
referred to the Committee on Temporal Economy: 


Resolved, That the time has arrived in the history and condition of 
the Methodist Hpiscopal Church in the United States when the place 
of holding its General Conference ought to be fixed at some central 
and convenient locality, where a suitable building should be erected, 
containing all arrangements and appliances necessary for convenient 
deliberation, and for the holding of all the general councils and an- 
niversaries of the Church. 

Fesolved, That a Committee of thirteen be appointed, consisting of 
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one person selected from each General Conference District, and one 
of the Bishops, whose duty it shall be to ascertain and report to 
the next General Conference, 

1. The place or places where such a permanent seat might be 
judiciously established and such building erected. 

2. The probable cost of constructing such a building. 

3. How the means shall be provided for the construction of the 
same, including all propositions of donations and assistance from 
competing localities. 

4, Any thing else relevant to the premises, deemed pertinent by 
the Committee. 


WEST WISCONSIN. 
W. Hamilton presented the following, which was 
adopted: 
Resolved, That the petition of Rev. Alfred Brunson, D.D., now in 


the hands of the Committee on the Book Concern, be printed in the 
Daily Christian Advocate. 


WILMINGTON. 


L. C. Matlack presented the following, which was 
referred to the Committee on Revisals: 

fresolved, That the duties of preachers in charge (see paragraph 
175) be amended so as to include this duty: “To keep a careful 


record of the names of the baptized children of the Church, of pro- 
bationers, and of the members of the Church.” 


He also presented the following, which was referred 
to the Committee on Revisals: 


Resolved, That the provision made for District Conferences should 
be stricken out of the Discipline. 


He also presented the following, which was referred 
to the Committee on Revisals: 


Resolved, That the order of business in the Quarterly Conference 


be amended so as to read: 
“9. Are there any complaints against local preachers or traveling 


preachers on trial?” 


He also presented the following, which was referred 
to the Committee on Revisals: 

Resolved, That the order of business in the Quarterly Conference 
be amended so that it shall read: ‘13. Are the records of the lead- 
ers and stewards’ meetings, the records of the board of trustees, the 


records of the Quarterly Conference, and the record of the names of 
baptized children, of probationers, and of the members of the Church, 


properly kept?” 


A.W. Milby presented the following, which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on the Episcopacy: 
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Whereas, The question of a colored Bishop is with great persist- 
ency urged upon the attention of the General Conference; and, 

Whereas, It is a question to be determined, not by appeals to sen- 
timent, but by arguments and facts addressed to the reason and the 
understanding ; and, 


toler! 


Whereas, We believe that the records of the benevolent societies 
and the statistical reports of the several Annual Conferences com- 
posed of colored preachers, will furnish the best data for a wise and 
godly judgment; therefore, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Episcopacy be and are hereby 
instructed to inquire into and report to this Conference, at an early 
day, the following items in respect to the Conferences composed, in 
whole or in part, of colored preachers, to wit: 

1. The amount. of money contributed by said Conferences to the 
episcopal fund during the last quadrennium. : 

2. The amount contributed to the missionary cause. 

3. The amount given to the Church Extension Society. 

4. The amount given to the Freedmen’s Aid Society. 

5. The amount received by said Conferences from the Missionary 
Society during the quadrennium. 

6. The amount received from the Church Extension Society. 

7. The amount received from the Freedmen’s Aid Society. 


WISCONSIN. 


O. J. Cowles presented the following, which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Itinerancy: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Itinerancy be instructed to con- 
sider the expediency of extending the pastoral term from three to 
five years successively, and that paragraph 157, section 3, of the Disci- 


pline, be so amended as to correspond with the provisions of this res- 
olution. 


He also presented the following, which was referred 
to the Committee on the Book Concern: 


Resolved, That the salaries of the Secretaries of all our connectional 
benevolent societies be published in the Annual Reports of said 
societies. 


WYOMING. 
W. H. Olin presented the following, which was 
adopted: 


feesolved, That we recommend to the General Conference of 1884 
that the time for the reception of Fraternal Delegates begin with the 
evening of the fifth day of the session. 


He also presented the following, which was adopted. 


Resolwed, That the business of the Daily Christian Advocate is to 
report the proceedings of this Conference, and not to advocate or op- 
pose any measures pending before this body. 


He also presented the following, which was read: 


Whereas, Two thirds of the members of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church are women, loyal to her doctrines and Discipline, whose 
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prayers for this General Conference are unceasing, and who abound 
in every good word and work, but yet have no voice or representa- 
tive on the floor of this General Conference; and, 

Whereas, The women of our Church, in common with their sisters 
of America, liave undertaken organized efforts to combat the stu- 
pendous evil of intemperance, that invades almost every household 
and association, and has, by the infuriated hand of one of its victims, 
snatched away Hon. John R. Goodwin, one of the members of this 
General Conference, under circumstances most distressing; and, 

Whereas, The Woman’s National Christian Temperance Union has 
for its president one of the elect ladies of our Church, whose pres- 
ence we are glad to observe to-day; therefore, 

feesolved, That the sympathies and prayers of this General Confer- 
ence are and ever will be with these noble women, and that we bid 
them Godspeed in their great and good work; and that the Presi- 
dent of this General Conference be requested to invite Miss Frances 
E. Willard, President of the Woman’s National Christian Temperance 
Union, to the platform, and request her to address this General Con- 
ference for ten minutes. 


C. H. Payne moved, as a substitute, that Miss Will- 
ard be invited to address the Conference, as the rep- 
resentative of the Woman’s National Christian Temper- 
ance Union, for ten minutes. 

R. M. Hatfield moved to amend by extending the 
same courtesy to all other ladies desiring to address the 
Conference, which amendment, under a call of the pre- 
vious question, did not prevail. 

On motion of J. M. Buckley, the yeas and nays were 
ordered, and the substitute accepted by—yeas, 214; 
nays, 118; as follows: 

Yras—Adams, Alderman, Alexander, Allen, Andres, 
Arey, Arnold, Axtell, Baker, Barker, Barnes, Bartine, 
Belt, Benton of Genesee, Bingham, Binkley, Blakeney, 
Boreman, Boyle of Missouri, Boyle of Pittsburgh, Brad- 
ley, Brashear, 8. M. Bright, Brush, Buck, Butler of Dela- 
ware, Butts, Call, Carlson, Carr, Carroll,Caruthers,Chris- 
man, Chaffee of Central Illinois, Chaffee of Minnesota, 
Chapman, Clark of Illinois, Clarke of Central Pennsyl- 
vania, Clark of West Virginia, Clay, Collins, Cooke of 
South Carolina, Coursey, Cowles, Craft, Cramer, Crary, 
Crawford, Crogman, Curry of West Wisconsin, Cur- 
tiss, Darnell, Davis of Kansas, Davis of Nebraska, Day, 
Denison, DeWolf, Donelson, Duncan, Dunn, Dukes, 
Eckman, Evans of Central Pennsylvania, Evans of Col- 
orado, Fee, Ferril, Fisher, Fisk, Flood, Ford, Fowler, 
Freeman of Texas, Gatch, Gates, Gillett, Goodrich, 
Gossard,Granger,Graw, Greene, Greenman, Griffey, Hall 
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of Erie, Hall of Vermont, Hamilton, Hare, Harmount, 
Hartsough, Hasty, Haven, Haw, Heacock, Herdman, 
Hermans, Hester, Hight, Hill of East Ohio, Hill of New 
Jersey, Hill of Wilmington, Hillman, Holloway, Hor- 
ton, Hoyt of North Ohio, Hughes of West Virginia, 
Hunt of Northern New York, Hunter of Central Illinois, 
Huntington, Jewett, John, Joyce, Kelley, Key, King, 
Kopp, Kynett, Ladd, Lamdin, Lemon of Nebraska, 
Lemon of North-west Iowa, Lindley, Little, Locke, John 
W.., of Southern Illinois, Locke, James A., of Southern 
Tllinois, Loeber, Louis, Madison, Magee, Marine, Martin, 
Matlack, Matthews, M’Donald, M’Elheney, M’ Williams, 
M’Whorter, Mendenhall, Milby, Miller of Michigan, 
Minor, Mitchell, Moffett, Moore of Michigan, Moore of 
Mississippi, Mower, Naumann, Nickerson, Northrup, 
Oldham, Olin, Paddock, Patty, Palmer of Central Illi- 
nois, Palmer of East Maine, Parlett, Parsons, Paxson, 
Pace, Payne of Cincinnati, Payne of Liberia, Pendleton, 
Phelps, Pierce, Pitcairn, Price, Queal, Richmond, Riddle, 
Robinson, Ross, Rule, Russell, Schreiner, Scott, Seely, 
Sheets, Shier, Shoop, Shove, Shumpert, Smart, Smith of 
Southern Central, Spaulding, Spencer, Springer, Starr, 
Stephens, Studebaker, Strong, Stowe, Stratton, Swal- 
low, Tabor, Taylor of East Ohio, Taylor of Indiana, 
Taylor of Michigan, Taylor of Ohio, Tuthill, Urner, 
Valentine, Van Orsdale, Walden, Walker, Warren of Cen- 
tral New York, Webster of Illinois, Webster of South 
Carolina, Weeks, Wheeler of Wisconsin, White of Ne- 
braska, White of Northern New York, Wickline, Wight, 
Williams of Louisiana, Wilson of Iowa, Wilson of South 
Carolina, Winton, Woodruff—218. 

Nays—Anderson, Appel, Baldwin, Bartlett, Bell, 
Bennett, Benton of North Ohio, Berggren, Blumberg, 
Bradrick, Buckley, Butler of New England, Cameron, 
Cissell, Clark of Maine, Cole, Connolly, Cook of Rock 
River, Crippen, Cummings of New England, Cummins 
of Philadelphia, Curry of New York East, Darrow, De- 
shazo, Dickhaut, Donnell, Dreher, Eaton, Eddy, Edwards 
of Baltimore, Edwards of Detroit, Elliott, Foss, Fry, 
French, Fuller, Gemecker, Goodsell, Graves, Gross, 
Hammond of Lexington, Hammond of Nevada, Hansen, 
Hartmann, Hartzell, Hatfield, Hawkins, Heath, Hem- 
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enway, Hough, Hoyt of New England, Hughes of May17. 
Troy, Hunt of Genesee, Hurst, Huston, Hypes, Iliff, shar lenis 
Jervis, Johnson of Wisconsin, Jones, Judkins, Knight, 
Knowles, Lanahan, Latshaw, Lawson, Lich, Mallalieu, 
Mann of Holston, Marsh, Marshall, Mather, Matton, 
M’Kean, Miller of Pittsburgh, Monroe, Murray, Nast, 
Nippert, Norcross, Perrine, Prentice, Pullam, Quimby, 
Reid, Reynolds, Roberts, Rogers, Root, Sargent, Schlag- 
enhauf, Seney, Shinkle, Smith of Wyoming, Stubbins, 
Swindells, Talbot, Talcott, Taylor of Kansas, Thomp- 
son of Troy, Thompson of West Virginia, Todd of 
Philadelphia, Todd of Texas, Upham, Urbantke, Wal- 
lon, Walsh, Warren of Philadelphia, Way, Webster of 
Troy, Weed, Wentworth, Weseman, Whedon, Wheel- 
er of Erie, Widerman, Willett, Willey—118. 

The following memorials were presented at the table Memorials, 
of the Secretary, as ordered by the Conference: 


BALTIMORE. BALTIMORE. 
Luther T. Widerman presented the memorial of the Boundaries. 
Baltimore Lay Electoral Conference on the subject of 
boundaries, which was referred to the Committee on 
Boundaries. 
John Lanahan presented the memorial of William N. 
Berkley and thirteen others in reference to boundaries, 
which was referred to the Committee on Boundaries. 
He also presented the memorial of the Preachers’ 
Meeting of Washington, D. C., asking for changes in 
the Discipline, which was referred to the Committee 
on Revisals. 
CENTRAL GERMAN. CENTRAL 
GERMAN. 
H. G. Lich presented the memorial of himself and gounaaries. 
three others on conference division, which was referred 
to the Committee on Boundaries. 


CENTRAL ILLINOIS. CENTRAL 


Francis M. Chaffee presented the memorial of C., oes 
C. Knowlton on the support of superannuated preach- 2etPresel- 
ers, which was referred to the Committee on Temporal 
Economy. 

He also presented the memorial of J. G. Walker, Abolition of 
asking that probation in the Church be abolished, which Paes 
was referred to the Committee on Revisals. 
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He also presented the memorial of A. C. Calkins 
in regard to boundaries, which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Boundaries. 

He also presented the memorial of Miss Mary Allen 
West and others on the subject of alcoholic wine in the 
sacrament of the Lord’s Supper, which was referred to 
the Committee on Temperance. 


CENTRAL NEW YORK. 


L. C. Queal presented the memorial of S. C. Hat- 
maker on boundaries, which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Boundaries. 

He also presented the memorial of O. H. Warren and 
one other in reference to records, which was referred 
to the Committee on Revisals. 

T. J. M’Elheny presented the memorial of himself 
asking for one additional Missionary Secretary, which 
was referred to the Committee on Missions. 

Benjamin Shove presented the memorial of L. C. 
Queal and twelve others against premiums on period- 
icals, which was referred to the Committee on the Book 
Concern. 

CENTRAL OHIO. 


A. Harmount presented the memorial of 8. H. Alder- 
man on questions of law, which was referred to the 
Committee on the Judiciary. 


CINCINNATI. 


William I. Fee presented the memorial of J. F. Loyd, 
President of Hillsborough Female College, on fer- 
mented wine at communion, which was referred to the 
Committee on Temperance. 

He also presented the memorial of Lockland Quar- 
terly Meeting Conference on publication of salaries of 
General Conference officers, which was referred to the 
Committee on the Book Concern. 


COLORADO. 


John Evans presented the memorial of the New 
Mexico Mission on the subject of Spanish literature, 
which was referred to the Committee on the Book 
Concern. 
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B. F. Crary presented a plan for supporting Confer- 
ence Claimants, which was referred to the Committee 
on Temporal Economy. 

He also presented a card on the subject of a Sunday- 
School Hymnal, which was referred to the Committee 
on Sunday-Schools. 

He also presented a memorial from Matthew Evans 
in regard to Church letters, and the chairman of Sun- 
day-School Board, which was referred to the Committee 
on Revisals. 


DES MOINES. 


Lew E. Darrow presented the memorial of Daniel 
Steele and one other for an Index volume of Quarterly 
Review, which was referred to the Committee on the 
Book Concern. 

He also presented the action of the Des Moines Lay 
Electoral Conference asking for lay representation in 
Annual Conferences, which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Lay Representation. 

He also presented the memorial of the Woman’s 
Christian Temperance Union of Iowa, asking for the 
formation of temperance societies in the Church, which 
was referred to the Committee on Temperance. 


DETROIT. 


Arthur Edwards presented a paper on the National 
Repository, or Methodist Magazine, which was referred 
to the Committee on the Book Concern. 


EAST OHIO. 


S. F. Minor presented the petition of G. W. Gray 
and others on boundaries, which was referred to the 
Committee on Boundaries. 

J. D. Taylor presented a memorial on Christian tem- 
perance work, which was referred to the Committee on 
Temperance. 

A. H. Norcross presented the memorial of Summer- 
field Church on District Conferences, which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Itinerancy. 
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: FOOCHOW. 


S. L. Baldwin presented the memorial of Nathan 
Sites on ecclesiastical relations of missionaries, which 
was referred to the Committee on Missions. 


GENESEE. 


D. W. C. Huntington presented the action of the 
Bath District Conference on the method of circulating 
our books, etc., which was referred to the Committee 
on the Book Concern. 

K. P. Jervis presented the resolution of the Genesee 
Conference on the General Minutes, which was referred 
to the Committee on the Book Concern. 


ILLINOIS. 


W. R. Goodwin presented the action of the Lay 
Electoral Conference of the Illinois Conference, which 
was referred to the Committee on Temporal Economy. 

He also presented the petition of W. B. Bruner and 
others on revisal of paragraph 162 of Discipline, which 
was referred to the Committee on Revisals. 

He also presented a petition on the ordination of 
Bishops, which was referred to the Committee on the 
Episcopacy. 

He also presented a petition on improper marriages, 
which was referred to the Committee on Revisals. 

He also presented a petition on revising the Disci- 
pline, which was referred to the Committee on Re- 
visals. 

He also presented a paper on change of General 
Rules, which was referred to the Committee on Re- 
visals. 

He also presented a paper on change in penalty for 
Church offenses, which was referred to the Committee 
on Revisals. 

He also presented a petition for change in advices on 
marriage, which was referred to the Committee on Re- 
visals. 

W. R. Goodwin presented a petition on allowing 
women. to be stewards in the Church, which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Revisals. 


Oe 
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He also presented a petition on the rearramgement of 
the Discipline, which was referred to the Committee 
on Revisals. 

W. H. Webster presented the petition of the Meth- 
odist Episcopal Church at Bloomington and others on 
woman’s work in the Church, which was referred to 
the Committee on Revisals. 


KANSAS. 


R. A. Caruthers presented a memorial on the sub- 
ject of the modification of duties of class leaders, which 
was referred to the Committee on Revisals. 

He also presented a memorial on the support of su- 
perannuated preachers, which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Temporal Economy. 


LITTLE ROCK. 


A. L. Richmond presented the petition of the Little 
Rock Annual Conference asking for the re-election of 
J. C. Hartzell as editor of the South-western Christian 
Advocate, which was referred to the Committee on the 
Book Concern. 


LOUISIANA. 


G. Bell presented a petition from Ames Methodist 
Episcopal Church, New Orleans, asking change of 
Conference relations, which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Boundaries. 


MICHIGAN. 


W. H. Perrine presented a petition for change in the 
Discipline, which was referred to the Committee on 
Revisals. 


MINNESOTA. 


Thomas M. Gossard presented a paper on amendments 
in the order of business in the Quarterly Conferences, 
which was referred to the Committee on Revisals. 


MISSOURI. 


Ira K. Alderman presented the memorial of J. W. 
Lamdin and others in relation to enlargement of District 
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Conferences and basis of assessment for the support of 
Presiding Elders, which was referred to the Committee 
on Temporal Economy. 


NEWARK. 


S. Parsons presented the petition of C. Clark on the 
Presiding Eldership, which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Itinerancy. 

He also presented the petition of C. Clark on the 
subject of temperance, which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Temperance. 

He also presented the petition of G. K. Doolittle on 
temperance, which was referred to the Committee on 
Temperance. 

He also presented the petition of C. Clark, Jun., on 
dancing, which was referred to the Committee on Re- 
visals. 


NEW ENGLAND. 


William Butler presented a plan for a superannuate 
fund for ministers, which was referred to the Commit- 
tee on Temporal Economy. 

He also presented the petition of Alfred A, Wright 
and thirty-nine others in relation to superannuates’ 
fund, which was referred to the Committee on Tem- 
poral Economy. 

He also presented the petition of A. B. Kendig on 
revision of the Discipline, which was referred to the 
Committee on Reyvisals. 

He also presented the petition of the Willoughby 
Avenue Methodist Episcopal Church, Brooklyn, New 
York, asking for the ordination of their pastor, Miss 
Anna Oliver, which was referred to the Committee on 
Revisals. j 

Joseph Cummings presented the petition of Franklin 
Rand and others on the election of stewards, which was 
referred to the Committee on Revisals. 

Charles 8. Rogers presented the action of the 
New England Conference in regard to change of 
name, which was referred to the Committee on Bound- 
aries. 
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NEW JERSEY. 

George B. Wight presented the memorial of his 
Conference concerning the prearrangement of appoint- 
ments, which was referred to the Committee on the 
Itinerancy. 

W. W. Moffett presented the petition of R. Thorne 
and others on temperance, which was referred to the 
Committee on Temperance. 


NEW YORK. 

M. S. Terry presented the memorial of R. G. T. Wil- 
son and one hundred and fifty-nine others on conference 
relations, which was referred to the Committee on 
Boundaries. 

NEW YORK EAST. 

A. 8. Graves presented the petition of George Lan- 
sing Taylor concerning Pastor’s Visiting Book, which 
was referred to the Committee on Revisals. 

He also presented the petition of George Lansing 
Taylor in regard to class leader’s quarterly report, 
which was referred to the Committee on Revisals. 


NORTHERN NEW YORK. 


8. O. Barnes presented the action of his Conference 
in relation to boundaries, which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Boundaries. 

He also presented the action of his Conference in 
reference to statistics, which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Statistics. 

S. Call presented the action of his Conference on 
Church polity, which was referred to the Committee 
on the Itinerancy. 

NORTH OHIO. 

George Mather presented the memorial of A. Q. 
Hagaman and others concerning the exclusion of quack 
medical advertisements from our Church periodicals, 
which was referred to the Committee on the Book 


Concern. 


1 


NORTH-WEST IOWA. 
Lewis Hartsough presented four several petitions on 
the subject of mission districts in Dakota, which were 
referred to the Committee on Missions. 
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He also presented fifteen several petitions on the 
subject of boundaries, which were referred to the Com- 
mittee on Boundaries. 

He also presented the petition of Sioux City District 
against elective Presiding Elders, which was referred to 
the Committee on Itinerancy. 

John R. Lemon presented the petition of Mount Zion 
Circuit on mission districts, which was referred to the 
Committee on Missions. 

He also presented eighteen separate petitions on the 
subject of boundaries, which were referred to the Com- 
mittee on Boundaries. 


OHIO. 


I. F. King presented the memorial of B. Blake and 
others, on the use of fermented wine at the Lord’s table, 
which was referred to the Committee on Temperance. 


PITTSBURGH. 

H. L. Chapman presented the memorial of Joseph O, 
Granby and others on change of boundary, which was 
referred to the Committee on Boundaries. 

Thomas N. Boyle presented the petition of Gilbert E. 
Currie and others, asking for the ordination of Miss 
Anna Oliver, which was referred to the Committee on 
Itinerancy. 

SOUTH KANSAS. 

D. P. Mitchell presented a memorial asking for the 
formation of a mission district in the Indian Territory, 
which was referred to the Committee on Missions. 


TROY. 
J. M. Webster presented a memorial from C. W. Mil- 
len, in relation to Missionary Tidings, which was referred 
to the Committee on Missions. 


UPPER IOWA. 


A. J. Kynett presented the memorial of the Four- 
teenth-street Church, Davenport, lowa, against change 
of boundaries, which was referred to the Committee on 
Boundaries. 

Emory Miller presented a memorial from Cornell 
College, signed by W. F. King and others, against a 
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change of boundaries, which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Boundaries. 


WEST WISCONSIN. 


_ James Lawson presented the memorial of Alfred 
Brunson, on centennial fund, which was referred to 
the Committee on the Centennial of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church. 


WILMINGTON. 


L. C. Matlack presented the memorial of John A. B. 
Wilson and others, on changes in the Discipline, which 
was referred to the Committee on Revisals. 


WISCONSIN. 


L. N. Wheeler presented the memorial of H. L. Cham- 
berlin and others, on the subject of temperance, which 
was referred to the Committee on Temperance. 

On motion the Conference adjourned. The benedic- 
tion was pronounced by C. H. Payne. 


TUESDAY MORNING, MAY 18. 


Conference opened at nine o’clock A.M., Bishop 
Simpson in the chair. 

S. F. Upham conducted the religious services. 

The Journal of yesterday’s session was read and ap- 
proved. 

The following changes were ordered: 

Lewis Miller, of the East Ohio Conference, was excused 
for the remainder of the session, and John Hunter as- 
signed his seat. 

Will Cumback, of the South-east Indiana Conference, 
was excused for the rest of the session, and John W. Ray 
assigned his seat. 

John H. Cameron, of the Saint Louis Conference, 
was excused for the remainder of the session, and 
Lewis M. Murphy seated in his place. 

August W. Berggren, of the North-west Swedish 
Conference, was excused for the rest of the session. 

E. O. Haven, Bishop elect, announced that George 
S. Hare had been appointed Chairman of the Commit- 


tee on Education. 


265 


May 1%. 
FourtTeenta 
Day. 


West WIs- 
CONSIN. 

Centennial 
fund. 


WILMING- 
TON. 

Changes in 
Discipline. 


WISCONSIN. 


Temperance. 


Adjourn- 
ment, 


May i8. 
FIrreentTH 
Day. 
Morning. 

Opening. 


Religious 
services. 
Journal ap- 

proved. 


Lewis Miller 
excused, 
and John 
Hunter sub 
stituted. 


Will Cum- 
back ex- 
cused, and 

J. W. Ray 

substituted. 


J. H. Cam- 
eron e@X- 
cused, and 
L. M. Mur- 
phy sub- 
stituted, 

A. W. Berg- 
gren ex- 
cused, 

G. S. Hare 
appointed 
Chairman 
of Com, on 
Education. 


¥ 


266 Journal of the General Conference. [1880. 


May18. , O. Haven requested to be relieved from further 
mar. duties as delegate of the Conference, and moved that 


Re D. W. Bristol, reserve delegate from the Central New 
. W. Bris- 


tol assigned York Conference, be admitted in his stead. 


* to seat Gi : : 
vacated by His request was granted and the motion prevailed. 
Bisho seve 
ven H. W. Warren made a similar request, and James 


James Cun- Cunningham, a reserve delegate of the Philadelphia 
g 


assigned to > 1 j 
assigned to| Conference, was assigned to his place. 


aay C. D. Foss made a similar request, and Lucius H. 
arren, 

Lucius H. King, a reserve delegate from the New York Confer- 
King as- : ; 
signed to ence, was admitted to the seat thus made vacant. 


at vacated 
by BehOp. J. F. Hurst made the same request, and James B. 


Haina z Faulks, a reserve delegate of the Newark Conference, 


Faulks as- was admitted to his seat. 

gned to 7 : 5 é 

seat vacated On motion of I. 8. Bingham, the Bishops elect, hav- 
y Bishop 


Hurst. ing resigned their seats in the General Conference, were 
Bishops —_ invited to seats on the platform. 

vited to 1 

poate ba tbe Theodore L. Flood, of the Erie Conference, was ex- 
ees cused for two days. ; 

» Le 00 Slave + * 

excused. As a privileged question, G. G. Reynolds presented 
Report of the Report of the Committee appointed in the Case of 
vascort; Tilman Valentine, which was read, and, on motion, 

adopted, as follows: 

The Committee, to whom was referred the inquiry, whether Tilman 
Valentine, a lay delegate to the General Conference from the Florida 
Conference, had been a member of the Church in full connection for 
the five consecutive years preceding his election, having had the mat- 
ter referred to them under consideration, beg leave to report: 

That indefinite statements were made before the Committee, of an 
inconclusive character, tending to raise some doubt whether said 
delegate had been in full connection with the Church for the five 
years immediately preceding his election, Butit also appeared, from 
the statement of the Secretary of the Florida Conference, made to 
the Committee, that the same question had been brought to the 
notice of the Electoral College who chose said delegate, and that 

said college did not consider them worthy of consideration, and had 

chosen said delegate notwithstanding. The said delegate. has been 
seated upon credentials in due form; no one contests hig right to 
his seat in the General Conference; no remonstrance has been filed 
against his remaining therein. 

Under these circumstances, the Committee have not felt warranted 
in going behind the action of the Florida Hlectoral Conference, and 
see no sufficient reason for questioning said delegate’s right to his 
seat. They, therefore, ask leave to be discharged from any further 
consideration of the matter so referred to them. 

Win, Swin- 

dells elected «74° : 

Chairman It was announced that William Swindells had been 
of 8.8 


a 
Tract Com. elected to the chairmanship of the Committee on Sun- 
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day-Schools and Tracts, in place of the previous chair- 
man, resigned. 

A communication from Miss Frances E. Willard, 
President of the Women’s National Christian Temper- 
ance Union, was read, as follows: 


TuESDAY MornineG, May 18, 1880. 
To the General Conference : 

Honored BRETHREN: It is the judgment of many of your members 
who championed the cause of woman in yesterday’s debate, (in 
which judgment I coneur,) that I would better state to you, with my 
hearty thanks for the final vote, that I decline to use the hard-earned 
ten minutes alloted me. 

Suffer me, however, to explain that, having been sent here asa 
fraternal visitor by our Women’s National Society, and, moreover, 
having so often spoken before ecclesiastical bodies upon their earnest 
invitation, and never having attended a General Conference before, 
I had no idea of the strong opposition that would be manifested, 
or I would not have listened to the generous friends who urged the 
matter on your attention. Your sister in Christian work, 

FRANCES EH. WILLARD. 


J. M. Trimble presented Report No. III of the Com- 
mittee on Episcopacy, which was read, and, on motion, 
received and made the order of the day for Thursday 
next, at ten o’clock A.M. 

J. W. Hoyt, under suspension of the rules, called 
up the Report of the Committee on Entertainment and 
Location of the General Conference, and it was read. 

W. J. Paxson moved to strike out item 6, but, on 
motion of Homer Eaton, this was laid on the table. 

William Swindells moved, as a substitute for the 
same item, that the city of Philadelphia be designated 
as the place for holding the session of the General 
Conference of 1884. 

On motion of Homer Eaton, the substitute was laid 
on the table. 

On motion of W. J. Paxson, the consideration of the 
Report was postponed to take up the order of the ey, 
the memorial services. 

The presiding Bishop introduced to the Conference 
the Rev. J. J. Smith, D.D., and Rev. David Wilson, 
D.D., Fraternal Delegates from the Methodist Protest- 
ant Church. 

He also introduced the Rey. Elias Kiplinger, Frater- 
nal Delegate from the General Conference of the Ger- 
man Evangelical Assoviation. 
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May18. On motion of J. Cummings, it was ordered that when 
FirtrenTHu 6 : ° : S). 
pay. Conference adjourn it adjourn to meet in St. Paul’s 
Morning. Methodist Episcopal Church at half past seven o’clock 
Evening ses- ° . 
sion, P.M., in order to receive Fraternal Delegates. 
Bishop Simpson called attention to the fact that the 
Conference had not fixed upon the hour for the conse- 
cration of the Bishops, and also to the inconvenience of 
St. Paul’s Church, the place selected; thereupon, on 
motion, the rules were suspended, and the action fixing 
the place of consecration was reconsidered, the pre- 
vious question being ordered. 
Pike’s Opera It was moved that Pike’s Opera House be substituted 
House fixed 


as the place for St. Paul’s Church for the ordination of the Bish- 


for conse- 
eration of ops elect. 


Beate On motion of K. P. Jervis the previous question was 
ordered, and the motion prevailed. 

A. J. Kynett moved to fix the hour at eleven o’clock 
A.M., and the motion was carried. 

ec The order of the day—the memorial services—was 


taken up. 
W. H. Hunter announced the 982d hymn, commencing 


“How blest the righteous when he dies!” 


after the singing of which prayer was offered by D. 
W. Bartine. 

The Ninetieth Psalm was read by F. 8. Hoyt, and a 
part of the fifteenth chapter of First Corinthians by 
J. M. Thoburn. : 

Hymn 1002 was announced by I. W. Joyce, com- 


mencing 
“ Jesus, while our hearts are bleeding.” 


vines d C. D. Foss then read the memoir of Bishop Edmund 


Janes. S. Janes. 


aa of C. H. Fowler presented the memoir of Bishop Ed- 


Ames. ward R. Ames, and W. F. Mallalieu read the memoir 
Memoir of of Bishop Gilbert Haven. 
ee The 991st hymn was then announced by W. F. But- 


ter, commencing 
“Servant of God, well done!” 


which was sung. 


Remarks Daniel Curry made some remarks relative to the life 
concerning : 
Dr. Nelson. and character of Rev. Reuben Nelson, D.D., and sug- 
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gested that some person more familiar with the life of 
Dr. Nelson be appointed to prepare a memoir for the 
Journal. 

On motion of J. M. Buckley, David Copeland was re- 
quested to prepare a suitable memoir of Rev. Dr. Nel- 
son, to be printed in the Journal. 

The memoir of Rev. Robert L. Dashiell was read by 
J. M. Reid. [For Memorial Addresses see Appendia, 


4G, page 545.] 

On motion of J. M. Buckley, the Conference, by a ris- 
ing vote, expressed its high appreciation of the honored 
dead and of the excellent memoirs that had been pre- 
sented. 

G. L. Curtiss presented the report of the Committee 
appointed to prepare a minute with reference to the 
death of Dr. John R. Goodwin, a member of this Gen- 
eral Conference, which was, on motion, adopted, as 
follows: 


Whereas, In a most mysterious and unexpected manner our dearly 
beloved brother and co-laborer, Hon. John R. Goodwin, A.M., M.D., 
lay delegate from South-east Indiana Conference of the Methodist 
Kpiscopal Church to the General Conference of the same Church, 
now in session in Cincinnati, Ohio, was, on May 3, 1880, brought 
to an untimely death; and, 

Whereas, He was in his place on the first day of the session of 
this General Conference, ready and willing to perform his duty as a 
lay delegate when the calamity came upon him, and suddenly cut 
the strong man down, removing him from labor toreward; therefore, 

Resolved, 1. That in the death of our much-esteemed and honored 
brother, Dr. John R. Goodwin, the General Conference has lost an act- 
ive, judicious, and conscientious member, his Lay Electoral Confer- 
ence has been deprived of an honorable ®rother and worthy repre- 
sentative, the Church has been robbed of a faithful, devoted, loving 
Christian man, and Methodism has lost a stanch supporter. 

Resolved, 2. That we bow with profound reverence and humble sub- 
mission before this inscrutable providence, which we cannot under- 
stand, surrounded as it is hy darkness and gloom, in the belief that 
He who is all light and cannot err doeth all things well. 

Resolved, 3. Vhat this General Conference unite in hearty sympathy 
and condolence with the family of our deceased brother, who are 
thus called to mourn the departure of one to whom they looked for 
support and comfort, and whom they dearly loved. 

Resolved, 4. That the Secretary of this General Conference be and 
is hereby requested to furnish to Mrs. Goodwin and family a certified 


copy of these resolutions. 


On motion of A. 8. Ladd the following resolution 


was adopted by a rising vote: 


Whereas, Our beloved Bishops Scott and Bowman have been 
greatly afflicted in the loss of their companions during the last quad- 
rennium; therefore, 
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Resowed, That we extend to them our profoundest sympathies, 
and give them an assurance of our earnest prayers that the God of 
all grace may constantly and abundantly comfort and support them. 


The following memorials were received: 


CHICAGO GERMAN. 


C. A. Loeber presented a memorial from the preach- 
ers of the Fond du Lac District, Chicago German Con- 
ference, on boundaries, which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Boundaries. 


DES MOINES. 


M. D. Collins presented the memorial of W. F. Bar- 
tholomew for change of ritual for baptism, which was 
referred to the Committee on Reyvisals. 


EAST MAINE. 


Horace J. Nickerson presented the memorial of First 
Methodist Episcopal Church, Bangor, Maine, on the ex- 
tension of pastoral term, which was referred to the 
Committee on Itinerancy. 


GENESEE. 


S. Hunt presented the petition of A. D. Nelson and 
one hundred and twenty-six others, in reference to 
boundaries, which was referred to the Committee on 
Boundaries. 

MINNESOTA. 


J. F. Chaffee presented a memorial asking that places 
of residence be fixed for the Bishops, which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on the Episcopacy. 


NEW YORK EAST. 


Daniel Curry presented the petition of Cornelius K. 
Disosway in regard to the use of Catechisms in the 
Sunday-schools, which was referred to the Committee 
on Sunday-Schools. 


NORTHERN NEW YORK. 


I. S. Bingham presented a memorial from the Inter- 
national Sabbath Association, which was referred to 
the Committee on Sabbath Observance. 
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SOUTH CAROLINA. 


A. Webster presented a memorial on establishing a 
Church paper at Charleston, which was referred to the 
Committee on the Book Concern. 


SOUTH KANSAS. 


B. Kelley presented the memorial of D. T. Summer- 
ville and others on the marriage relation, which was 
referred to the Committee on Revisals. 

D. P. Mitchell presented the memorial of T. B. Lemon 
and others on the importance of the work of the Church 
west of the Mississippi, asking that the residences of 
four Bishops be fixed there, which was referred to the 
Committee on the Episcopacy. 

On motion, Conference adjourned, the benediction 
being pronounced by C. H. Payne. 


TUESDAY EVENING, MAY 18. 


Conference met, pursuant to adjournment, in St. Paul’s 
Methodist Episcopal Church, at half past seven o’clock 
P. M., for the purpose of receiving Fraternal Delegates, 
Bishop Foster presiding. 

The religious services were conducted by Rey. J. B. 
Dobbins, D. D. 

The Secretary read the credentials of Rev. J. J. 
Smith, D.D.; Rev. D. Wilson, D.D.; and Hon. F. H. 
Pierpoint, Fraternal Delegates from the General Con- 
vention of the Methodist Protestant Church. The Hon. 


_F. H. Pierpoint was not present. [See Appendia, 32, 


83, pages 510,511.] 

Wok W. Locke having presented the two delegates 
present, they proceeded to address the Conference. 

The Secretary next read the credentials of the Rey. 
Elias L. Kiplinger, Fraternal Delegate from the Gen- 
eral Conference of the Evangelical Association of North 
America; who, having been presented by Joseph 
Cummings, addressed the Conference. [See Appen- 
dix, 39, page 520. | 

J ohn. W. Locke presented the following resolution, 
which was read, and, on motion, adopted: 


Resolved, That we have listened with pleasure to the addresses of 
the Rey. J. J. Smith, D.D., and the Rev. David Wilson, D.D., Fraternal 
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Delegates from the General Convention of the Methodist Protestant 
Church to this General Conference, and that we cordially reciprocate 
the fraternal sentiments to which they have given utterance. 

Joseph Cummings presented the following, which 
was read, and, on motion, adopted: 


Resolwed, That it has given us great pleasure to receive the visit 
and listen to the able address of Rey. Elias Kiplinger, the representa- 
tive of the General Conference of the Evangelical Association of North 
America; that we rejoice in the great prosperity of the Church he 60 
worthily represents, and in the Christian fellowship and kindly feel- 
ing that has go long existed between it and our own Church. 

On motion, Conference adjourned, the benediction 


being pronounced by Joseph Cummings. 


WEDNESDAY MORNING, MAY 19. 


Conference met at nine o’clock A. M., Bishop Bow- 
man presiding. 

The religious services were conducted by John P. 
Newman. 

The Journal of yesterday’s morning and evening ses- 
sions was read and approved. 

An invitation to visit the rooms of the Young Men’s 
Mercantile Library Association of Cincinnati was re- 
ceived and accepted with thanks. 

The Secretary read a telegram of generous greeting 
from the Grand Temple of the Temple of Honor, now 
in session at Youngstown, Ohio, and he was ordered to 
send an appropriate response. 

The following changes were made in the roll: 

L. D. Shoemaker, of the Wyoming Conference, was 
granted leave of absence, and Wilbur F. Clements as- 
signed his seat. 

S. 8. Dreher, of the Philadelphia Conference, was 
granted leave of absence. 

R. M. Hatfield, of the Rock River Conference, was 
granted leave of absence, and W. A. Smith placed in his 
seat; and E. P. Cook, of the same Conference, was also 
granted leave of absence, and Orrington Lunt as- 
signed his seat. 

On motion of John W. Hoyt the order of the day 
was taken up, namely, the Report of the Committee on 
the Place and Entertainment of the next General Con- 
ference. 
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The Conference proceeded to consider the Report May 19. 
SIXTEENTH 
seriatim. Day. 
Item 1 was read and adopted; also item 2 was read Items 1, 2,3. | 
and adopted. Item 3 was read. 
Jacob B. Graw moved the following amendment, 
which, on motion of H. B. Heacock, was laid on the 


table: 


That the assessment being made on the Conferences, the delegates 
be paid in proportion to the amount that has been raised on the as- 
sessment by the Conference they represent. 


S. A. W. Jewett moved to strike out so much as re- 
lates to board. 

On motion of Homer Eaton, the previous question 
was ordered. 

The substitute offered by 8. A. W. Jewett was lost, 
and the item was adopted. 

John Lanahan moved the following amendment to 
the Report: 


The basis of apportionment shall be the amount paid for ministerial 
support, exclusive of missionary appropriations. 


A motion to lay on the table did not prevail. 
The previous question being ordered, the amendment 
was adopted. 
‘John W. Ray presented the following amendment to 
the Report: 


That no assessments be made for board as long as invitations shall 
be received for the entertainment of the General Conference. 


A motion by J. W. Thompson, to lay this amend- 
ment on the table, did not prevail, and the amendment 
was adopted. 

Item 4 was read. 

I. S. Bingham moved to indefinitely postpone the 
whole subject, and the motion prevailed. 

The rules having been suspended, the Report of the Peseutias 


on Legisla- 


Committee on the Legislative Department of the Church | tiveDepart- 


was received and ordered to be printed. Bene onus 
The Special Committee on the American Bible Socie- Report of 
Committee 
ty presented Report No. II, which was read, and, on eee ert 
. can bible 
motion, adopted, as follows: Society 


No. Il. 
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REPORT OF THE SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON THE AMER- 
ICAN BIBLE SOCIETY.—NO. II. 


Your Committee have had submitted to them, by the Correspond- 
ing Secretary, Rev. A. S. Hunt, D.D., a brief statement of the work 
of the American Bible Society during the last four years, and have 
had before them its latest published reports. We notice that a sys- 
tem of colportage has been added to its methods; that its district su- 
perintendents have been reduced to the number of seventeen, and that 
$2,000,000 have been expended during the quadrennium in the work 
of printing and circulating the word of God in this and other lands. 
Its work has been enlarged meantime by new fields of operation in 
Persia, in Mexico, in Brazil,and on the western coast of South America, 
and it has met this increasing demand for Bibles and Testaments by 
issuing upon the average five copies per minute for every working day 
of ten hours during the entire four years. It has issued the Script- 
ures in new forms and in translations into other languages, among 
which we may mention the Bible in the Turkish and Dakota lan- 
guages, and an English Bible at a cost of but twenty-five cents; the 
New Testament in Japanese, and an English Testament which is sold 
at five cents per copy. During the past four years the Society has 
made grants in Bibles to various Churches and missions of the Meth- 
odist Kpiscopal Church, and also to our Sunday-School Union and 
Freedmen’s Aid Society. In addition to this, grants of money to the 
amount of nearly $28,000 have been made during the same period to 
the Missionary Society of our Church for missions in Norway, Sweden, 
Germany, Italy, India, and Mexico. We recommend the adoption of 
the following: 

Whereas, The written word of God is not only the one and suffi- 
cient rule of faith and practice for Christian men, but is the main- 
spring of a true civilization, the foundation of civil and religious 
liberty, and the “rock on which our republic was built;” therefore, 

esolved, 1. That in the interest of morality, of liberty, and of the 
country, the Bible should be every-where circulated, and should be 
allowed its place in the Church, the home, and the public school. _ 

Resolved, 2. That in the work of circulating the holy Seriptures in 
all lands, the American Bible Society should receive the hearty co- 
operation of Christians without respect to denomination, and we 
recommend that. collections be taken annually in all our congrega- 
tions for this purpose, and that the amount of such collections be 
reported to the Quarterly and Annual Conferences each year. 


L. 8. Weed presented the Report of the Committee 
on John-street Church, which was read, and, on motion, 
adopted, and the nomination of the trustees named 
therein confirmed. 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON JOHN-STREET CHURCH. 


The Special Committee on John-street Church, in the city of New 
York, beg leave to report that in examining the papers of conveyance 
by which this old historic church, the first in American Methodism, 
was placed in the custody and under the supervision of ithe General 
Conference, we find the Legislature of the State of New York, March 
24, 1866, passed an act creating a corporation through which this 
church could be legally placed under the supervision and in the care 
of the General Conference, providing in such act against the sale or 
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mortgage of the Church property without the consent of the General 
Conference and the order of the Supreme Court of the First Judicial 
District of the State. Your committee also find that the special cor- 
poration so created did, at the General Conference held at Chicago, 
May, 1868, petition said Conference to accept the care of said John- 
street Church, under the title of “The First Methodist Hpiscopal 
Centennial Church of the City of New York;” under the conditions of 
said special charter, and the further provision that the nomination of 
trustees should be made by the last Quarterly Meeting Conference of 
said John-street Church, immediately preceding the session of the 
General Conference. 

Your Committee further find that the General Conferences of 1868, 
1872, and 1876 did elect suth trustees, and that the trustees so 
elected have protected the temporal interests of the Church to our 
satisfaction. 

Our investigations have also convinced us that to make this old 
and honored Church efficient, or even to preserve it from a forced en- 
feeblement, speedy and vigorous efforts should be made to secure 
such an endowment as will in part provide for the great work de- 
manded on every side, but which the removal of its more wealthy 
members from the lower part of the city has destroyed the ability of 
the Church to do. 

“Excepting Trinity and Saint Paul’s Episcopal Churches, the Meth- 

odists are the only denomination of Protestant Christians that sustain 
religious services in a church edifice in the large district lying south 
of Chambers-street, in a direct line from the North to the East rivers, 
containing a population of over thirty thousand souls, including more 
than six thousand children, between the ages of five and fifteen 
years.” 
: In view of the vast opportunities for missionary work in the lower 
part of the city of New York, the actual removal of other Protestant 
Churches from this part of the city, and the certainty that the self- 
support of this Mother Church of Methodism is becoming impossible, 
by reason of the same facts which have driven Protestant Churches 
from this field, we recommend the pastor and officiary of John-street 
Church to immediately adopt some method for securing suitable endow- 
ment for the efficient working of Churcli agencies in saving men, and 
the perpetuity of the church edifice through all of future time. 

As the centennial of the organization of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church will occur in 1884, we suggest, without entering into de- 
tails, that it may be feasible to interest the entire Methodism of our 
own country, as well as that of the mother country and the Canadas, 
in perpetuating this old historic Church, planted more than a hundred 
years ago, to evidence on this continent the truth of John Wesley’s 
maxim—a maxim we, his children, hold as our own—“ The world is 
our parish.” We also recommend the editors of our papers to ren- 
der such aid as may be necessary to carry out the suggestions of this 
report. 

Nominated by the Quarterly Conference of the First Methodist 
Episcopal Centennial Church of the City of New York, (John-street,) 
we approve and offer the following names for this General Confer- 
ence to elect as trustees of said Church: Benjamin Weymouth, Kd- 
ward Allen, John Bentley, Benjamin W. Tilton, William Collins, 
James Wright, Walter B. Bailey, Frank E. Trowbridge, Reece B. 
Gwillim. 


E. O. Stannard presented Report No. I of the Com- 
mittee on Lay Representation, which was accepted, and 
ordered to be printed: 
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REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON LAY REPRESENTATION 
IN THE ANNUAL CONFERENCES—NO. I. 


Your committee beg leave to report that they have had under con- 
sideration such papers as have been referred to them, and up to this 
date have matured a plan of lay representation in the Annual Con- 
ferences, which was adopted with almost unanimity by your Com- 
mittee, and they hereby respectfully recommend the adoption of the 
same, which, when adopted, to be substituted for paragraph 73 of 
our form of Discipline, to wit: 

“The Annual Conference shall be composed of all the traveling 
preachers in full connection, the traveling preachers on trial being 
required to attend, and also one lay delegate for every six pastoral 
charges in each Presiding Klder’s district, and one additional delegate 
for each fra_tion of two thirds thereof, who shall be chosen by the 
district stewards, at their annual meeting; 

“ Provided, that no person under the age of twenty-five years, or who 
has not been a member of the Methodist Hpiscopal Church at least 
five years next preceding the election, shall be chosen a delegate to 
the Annual Conference; 

“And provided further, that the laity shall only be deemed to be 
delegates to the Annual Conference for and during its session next 
succeeding their election; and they shall not be included in the 
enumeration forming the basis of ministerial delegates to the General 
Conference under Restrictive Rule number two. 

“The Annual Conference thus formed shall sit and deliberate as one 
body, the lay delegates being entitled to an equal voice in all matters 


. coming before the Annual Conference, except to vote on the election 


Wm. Nast 
electededit- 
or of Chris- 
tian Apolo- 
gist. 


Report No. I 
of Commit- 
tee on Itin- 
erahcy. 


of ministerial delegates to the General Conference, and upon the ad- 
mission of ministers into the Annual Conference, and upon questions 
involving ministerial character.” 


On motion of John Evans, the Conference proceeded 
to the election of editor of the Christian Apologist. 

Louis Nippert nominated William Nast. 

On motion, the Secretary was instructed to cast the 
ballot of the Conference for William Nast, and, having - 
done so, he was declared elected. 

On motion of John W. Willett, it was ordered to 
proceed with the call of committees until it is com- 
pleted. 

The Committee on Itinerancy presented the follow- 
ing reports: 

Report No. I was read, and, on motion, received and 
adopted, as follows: 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON ITINERANCY—NO. I. 
ON TRANSFERS. 


The Committee on Itinerancy, to whom was referred certain papers 
relating to transfers, respectfully report: 
1. That, having considered the proposition asking for the establish- 
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ment of some regulations whereby the superabundance of young May19. 


ministers in the East may be transferred to the West, they deem it 
impracticable to devise any system for such transfers as are contem- 
plated in the paper submitted to them, and think that such transfers 
must depend upon the exercise of the discretion of the Bishops. 

2. They have also considered the paper relating to requiring the 
consent of an Annual Conference to the transfer of preachers to its 
body. Such a regulation would be an infringement upon the consti- 
tutional authority of the Bishops to make the appointments of all 
traveling preachers, and the committee deem it inexpedient to take any 
action upon the subject. 


Report No. II was read, and, on motion, received 
and adopted, as follows: 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON ITINERANCY—NO. II. 
NUMBER REQUISITE FOR A CONFERENCE. 


The Committee on Itinerancy beg leave to present the following 
report: 

They have considered the question submitted to them respecting 
the number of preachers necessary for the proper organization of an 
Annual Conference, and they respectfully recommend that no An- 
nual Conference, other than those in foreign mission fields, should be 
organized with less than fifteen effective members. 


Report No. III was read, and, on motion, received 
and ordered to be printed. It is laid over under the 
rule. 

Report No. IV was read, and laid over under the 
rule. 

C. H. Payne presented Reports Nos. II and III of 
the Committee on Missions. 

Report No. II was read, and laid over under the 
rule. 

Report No. HI was read, and, on motion, laid on 
the table, and ordered to be printed. 

On motion of A. J. Kynett, it was ordered that 
when the reports now in the hands of the Secretary 
have been presented, the call shall be suspended, and 
the order of the day, the consecration of the Bishops 
elect, be taken up. 

Report No. IV was read, and, on motion, ordered 
to be printed, and made the order of the day for next 
Saturday at ten o’clock A. M. 

Report No. V was read, and, on motion, laid on the 
table, and ordered to be printed. 

Report No. VI was read, and, on motion, adopted, as 
follows: 
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REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON MISSIONS—NO. VI. 


The Committee on Missions, to whom was referred the thanksgiv- 
ing memorial of our brethren in Norway, beg leave to recommend 
that the memorial be printed in the Daily Christian Advocate, and 
that the Secretary of the General Conference be instructed to send 
a suitable reply to the same. 


BALTIMORE. 


J. A. Price presented the memorial of George W. 
Fossett, recording steward, opposing separation from 
the Baltimore Conference, which was referred to the 
Committee on Boundaries. 

He also presented the Report of the Centenary Bib- 
lical Institute, which was referred to the Committee 
on Education. 

W.S. Edwards presented a memorial from the Local 
Preachers’ Association of Baltimore, relative to the in- 
terests of local preachers, which was referred to the 
Committee on Itinerancy. 


CINCINNATI. 


J. M. Walden presented the memorial of the National 
Local Preachers’ Association, which was referred to the 
Committee on Itinerancy. [See Appendix, §3, page 648.] 

He also presented a memorial on District, Annual, 
and National Conferences, which was referred to the 
Committee on Itinerancy. 

He also presented the memorial of the Philadelphia 
Local Preachers’ Association, which was referred to the 
Committee on Itinerancy. 


ILLINOIS. 


H. Buck presented the memorial of A. H. Rusk and 
others against the enlargement of Presiding Elders’ 
districts, which was referred to the Committee on 
Itinerancy. 


NORTH-WEST IOWA. 


L. Hartsough presented four petitions relative to 
boundaries, which were referred to the Committee on 
Boundaries. 
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PHILADELPHIA. © 


Bishop Simpson presented the memorial of Jefferson 
Lewis, which was referred to the Committee on the 
Episcopacy. 

Henry W. Warren presented the report of the La- 
dies and Pastors’ Christian Union, which was referred 
to the Committee on Sunday-schools and Tracts. 

William Swindells presented the memorial of the 
Church Historical Society of the Philadelphia Confer- 
ence, which was referred to the Committee on Revisals. 


TROY. 


Henry M. Seely presented a memorial on bounda- 
rics, which was referred to the Committee on Bound- 


aries. 


VIRGINIA. 


J. S. Wickline presented a petition from his Confer- 
ence in reference to boundaries, which was referred to 
the Committee on Boundaries. 


WYOMING. 


Y.C. Smith presented memorials and testimony on 
boundaries, which were referred to the Committee on 
Boundaries. 

William Bixby presented the petition of J. Scouton 
and others for change of boundaries, which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Boundaries. 

The order of the day, namely, the consecration of 
the Bishops elect, was taken up. 

The venerable Senior Bishop, Levi Scott, presided at 
the consecration. 

The Bishops and the Bishops elect, accompanied by 
their presenters, entered the conference room, and the 
opening collect was read by Bishop Bowman. 

The epistle was read by William H. Olin, of the Wy- 
oming Conference, and the gospel was read by Luke 
Hitchcock, of the Rock River Conference. 

Henry White Warren, pastor of the Spring Garden- 
street Methodist Episcopal Church, Philadelphia, was 
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May19. presented by William Butler, of the New England Con- 
DIET ference, and William J. Paxson, of the Philadelphia 
‘Conference. 
C. D. Foss Cyrus David Foss, President of the Wesleyan Uni- 
brite. versity, Middletown, Connecticut, was presented by 
Aaron K. Sanford, of the New York Conference, and 
John M. Reid, of the Michigan Conference. 
J. F, Hurst John Fletcher Hurst, President of the Drew Theo- 
conse- . . 
crated. logical Seminary, Madison, New Jersey, was presented 
by James N. FitzGerald, of the Newark Conference, 
and William Nast, of the Central German Conference. 
Pogues Erastus Otis Haven, Chancellor of the Syracuse 
crated. University, New York, was presented by George W. 
Woodruff, of the New York East Conference, and O. H. 
Warren, of the Central New York Conference. 
Bishop Simpson received the candidates, gave the 
charge, and conducted the examination. 
The further services, as provided by the Discipline, 
were conducted by bishops Simpson, Bowman, Harris, 
Foster, Wiley, Merrill, Andrews, and Peck, assisted by 
the presenters in the laying on of hands. 


annua After the consecratory services the doxology was 

roe sung, and the benediction pronounced by the senior 
Bishop. 

May20. THURSDAY MORNING, MAY 20, 

oa eas 

AY. . . 

Opening. Conference met at nine o’clock A.M., Bishop Harris 
presiding. 

pelea: Religious services were conducted by William W. 
Evans. 

Journal The Journal of yesterday’s session was read and ap- 

approved, 
proved. 


Resolutions The rules being suspended, John Lanahan offered 
to be ple . 
inabox. the following: 


Fesolved, That all resolutions, except those which are to be read 
and put on their passage, shall be placed ina box and arranged in the 
order of Conferences by the Secretaries, and announced in “the Jour- 
nal of the following day. 


It was read, and, on motion, adopted. 
The following changes were made: 
Ones ~~ On motion, Charles Hill, of the Wilmington Confer- 
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ence, was excused for the rest of the session on account 
of sickness, and the Committee ordered to pay his ex- 
penses. 

‘On motion, Frank T. Campbell, of the Iowa Confer- 
ence, was excused after to-day for the rest of the 
session. 

On motion, W. W. Morgan, of the North Carolina 
Conference, was excused for the rest of the session on 
account of sickness in his family, and the Committee 
ordered to pay his expenses, 

The rules being suspended, John M. Reid moved that 
the Bishops be instructed to nominate the boards of 
managers of the benevolent societies of the Church; 
and the motion prevailed. 

The rules being further suspended, on motion of 
Waitman T. Willey it was ordered to take from the 
table the Report of the Committee on Methods of 
Legislation; and it was further ordered to make it 
the order of the day for next Monday, at ten o’clock 
A. M. 

On motion, John W. Hoyt, of the New England Con- 
ference, was excused for the rest of the session, and 
Emerson Warner assigned his seat. 

The rules being suspended, John P. Newman pre- 
sented Report No. I of the Committee on Freedmen’s 
Aid Society and our Southern Work, which, having 
been read, he moved to adopt. 

John F. Spence presented the following substitute 
for the second clause in the Report, which was read, 
and, on motion, laid on the table. 


Resylved, That, in accordance with the spirit and letter of Article 
II of the Constitution of the Freedmen’s Aid Society, the whites of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church in the South shall hereafter have 
recognition before the Church. 

Resolved, That in presenting to our various charges the educational 
interests of our Church in the South, the whzfe and the colored work 
shall be placed on a similar basis, and that twenty-five per cent. of 
all moneys so raised shall be disbursed (under the direction of the 


Board) among the whites. 


Pending the discussion of the Report, on motion of 
T. N. Boyle, the order of the day was taken up, and 
the following Report No. III of the Commitee on Epis- 
copacy was read, and J. S. Smart moved to adopt: 
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The Committee on Episcopacy, having considered the memorials 
and petitions referred to it on the election of a Bishop of African 
descent, adopted each of the following resolutions by a vote of thirty- 
nine to eight: 

Resolwed, 1. That the best interests of our Church in general, and 
of our colored people in particular, require that one or more of our 
General Superintendents should be of the African descent. 

Resolved. 2. That we recommend that this General Conference 
elect one Bishop of African descent. 


Alfred Wheeler presented the following Minority 
Report, and moved that it be substituted for the Report 
of the majority: 


A portion of your Committee on Episcopacy, differing widely from 
the majority, both as to the necessity and expediency of electing a 
colored Bishop at the present time, feel. constrained to express our 
dissent by a minority report. After listening attentively to pro- 
longed discussions upon the subject, and giving due weight to the 
arguments urged in its favor, and to full representations of the state 
of our religious work among the colored people of the South, repre- 
sentations made by themselves, as well as by their white co-laborers, 
we are convinced that sound policy forbids the adoption of the recom- 
mendation of the majority. 

Resolved, Therefore, that we deem it inexpedient to elect any more 
Bishops at this General Conference. 


John Lanahan moved that the whole subject be in- 
definitely postponed. 

On motion of Emperor Williams, the yeas and nays 
were called, and the motion to indefinitely postpone 
was carried by the following vote: 

Yxras—Adams, Adkinson, Alderman, Allen, Ander- 
son, Andres, Appel, Arey, Arnold, Barker, Barnes, 
Bartlett, Bartine, Beach, Belt, Bennett, Benton of North 
Ohio, Benton of Genesee, Bingham, Binkley, Bixby, 
Blakeney, Blumberg, Bose, Bradley, Brashear, Bristol, 
Brown, Buck, Butts, Call, Carlson, Caruthers, Chris- 
man, Chaffee of Central Illinois, Chapman, Cisell, 
Clark of Illinois, Clark of Maine, Clark of West Vir- 
ginia, Clements, Cone, Connolly, Cooper, Copeland, 
Coursey, Crippen, Cummins of Philadelphia, Cun- 
ningham of Philadelphia, Curry of West Wisconsin 
Curtiss, Darrow, Davis of Kansas, Davis of New 
braska, Day, Denison, De Puy, Deshazo, De Wolf, 
Diverty, Donnell, Donelson, Dunathan, Eaton, Eck- 
man, Eddy, Edwards of Baltimore, Elliott, Evans of 
Colorado, Fee, Ferris, Fisk, FitzGerald, Ford, Free- 
man of Alabama, Gatch, Gemecker, Gillett, Goodrich, 
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Goodwin, Granger, Greenman, Griffey, Hamilton, Rice eng 


Hainmond of Nevada, Harrison, Hunt, Haw, Hawkins, 
Heacock, Heath, Hemenway, Herdman, Hermans, 
Hester, Hill of New Jersey, Hillman, Horton, Hoyt 
of North Ohio, Hughes of Troy, Hughes of West 
_Virginia, Hunt of Northern New York, Hunt of 
Genesee, Hunter of Central Illinois, Huntington, 
Huston, Hypes, Jervis, Jewett, John, Johnston of 
Upper Iowa, Jones, Joyce, Judkins, Kelly, King 
of Ohio, King of New York, Kinne, Klaus, Knight, 
Knowles, Kopp, Laffer, Lamdin, Lanahan, Latshaw, 
Lawson, Lemon of Nebraska, Lemon of North-west 
Iowa, Little, Locke of Southern Illinois, Locke of 
Southern Illinois, Lunt, Magee, Mann of Holston, 
Marsh, Marshall, Mather, Matthews, M’Kean, M’Whor- 
ter, M’Williams, Milby, Miller of Michigan, Mil- 
ler of Pittsburgh, Mitchell, Moon, Mower, Mur- 
phy, Nickerson, Nippert, Northrup, Paddock, Pal- 
mer of East Maine, Parlett, Paxson, Pace, Payne 
of Cincinnati, Pendleton, Pierce, Prentice, Purring- 
ton, Queal, Quimby, Reitz, Reynolds, Riddle, 
Robinson, Root, Ross, Russell, Sanford, Sargent, 
Schreiner, Seely, Seney, Sheets, Shinkle, Shove, 
Smith of “Wyoming, Smith of Rock River, Spauld- 
ing, Spence, Spencer, Springer, Stannard, Starr, 
Stephens, Stubbins, Studebaker, Strong, Swindells, 
Swallow, Tabor, Talbot, Talcott, Taylor of Kansas, 
Taylor of Ohio, Terry, Thompson of Troy, Todd of 
Philadelphia, Trimble, Urbantke, Urner, Van Ors- 
dale, Wallon, Walters, Warner, Warren of Central 
New York, Way, Webster of Illinois, Webster of Troy, 
Weed, Weeks, Wentworth, Weseman, Wheeler of 
Erie, Wheeler of Wisconsin, Whiteman, Wickline, 
Widerman, Wight, Willey, Wilson of Iowa, Winton, 
Woodruff, Worts—228. 

Nays—Afflerbach, Alexander, Allston, Axtell, Bak- 
er, Baldwin, Beeman, Bell, Boreman, Boyle of Mis- 
souri, Boyle of Pittsburgh, Bradrick, Brush, Buckley, 
Butler of Delaware, Butler of New England, Carr, 
Carroll, Carter, Chaffee of Minnesota, Clarke of 
Central Pennsylvania, Clay, Collins, Cooke of South 
Carolina, Cowles, Craft, Cramer, Crary, Crawford, 
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Crogman, Cummings of New England, Cunning- 
ham, Curry of New York East, Darnell, Duncan, 
Dunn, Dukes, Edwards of Detroit, Evans of Cen- 
tral Pennsylvania, Faulks, Ferril, Fisher, Fowler, 
Freeman of Texas, Fry, Fuller, Gates, Goodsell, 
Gossard, Graves, Graw, Greene, Hall of Erie, Hall 
of Vermont, Hammond of Lexington, Hanson, Hare, 
Harmount, Hartsough, Hartzell, Hasty, Hight, Hill 
of East Ohio, Hitchcock, Holloway, Hough, Hunt- 
er of East Ohio, Iliff, Key, Kynett, Ladd, Law- 
rence, Lich, Lillie, Lindley, Loeber, Lott, Mad- 
ison, Mallalieu, Marine, Matlack, Matton, M’Donald, 
M’Elheny, Mendenhall, Miller of Upper Iowa, Minor, 
Moffett, Moore, Murray, Monroe, Naumann, New- 
man, Norcross, Oldham, Olin, Patty, Palmer of 
Central Illinois, Parsons, Payne of Liberia, Perrine, 
Phelps, Pitcairn, Price, Pullam, Ray, Reid, Rich- 
mond, Rogers, Rule, Schlagenhauf, Scott, Shum- 
pert, Smart, Shier, Swearingen, Stowe, Stratton, 
Taylor of East Ohio, Taylor of Michigan, Thoburn, 
Thompson of West Virginia, Todd of Texas, Tuthill, 
Upham, Valentine, Walden, Walker, Walsh, Web- 
ster of South Carolina, Whedon, White of Nebraska, 
Willett, Williams of Louisiana, Wilson of South Caro- 
lina, Woods, Wolfe—137. 

Pending the call of the yeas and nays, George S. 
Hare asked to be excused from voting; his request was 
not granted. 

He also asked permission to explain his vote, which 
the chair decided to be out of order under the motion 
to indefinitely postpone; whereupon he appealed from 
the decision of the chair, but the ruling of the chair 
was sustained. 

The following resolutions were presented: 


ARKANSAS. 


W. W. Brashear presented the following, which was 
referred to the Committee on Missions: 


Resolved, That the Indian Territory west of the State of Arkansas 
and within the bounds of the Arkansas Conference be organized 
into a mission district. 
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BALTIMORE. 


J. Lanahan presented a petition, which was referred 
to the Committee on Revisals. 


CENTRAL OHIO. 


William Lawrence presented the following, which 
was referred to the Committee on the State of the 
Church: 


Resolwed, That this General Conference affirms that capacity and 
merit are the only tests required by revelation, reason, and the law 
of the Methodist Episcopal Church by which to determine eligibility 
to Church membership, and to all privileges, official and ministerial, 
in the Church, regardless of race, color, sex, or previous condition, 
subject only to established regulations. 


He also presented the following, which was referred 
to the Committee on Education: 


Resolved, That the Bishops be and are directed to procure, if prac- 
ticable, an amendment of the Charter of the Board of Education, 
which shall authorize the General Conference to elect as president 
and secretary any suitable persons, and to permit an increase of an- 
nual revenues. , 


He also presented the following, which was referred 
to the Committee on the Judiciary: 


Resolved, That all decisions on important questions of law made by 
each of the Bishops in the Annual Conference shall be reported to 
the Board of Bishops, who shall consider the same, and publish their 
conclusions thereon, and report the same to each General Confer- 


ence. 
, CENTRAL PENNSYLVANIA. 


W. W. Evans presented the following, which was 
referred to the Committee on Temperance: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Temperance be instructed to re- 
port an amendment to paragraph 221 of the Discipline, making it a 
disciplinary offense to sign petitions in favor of granting licenses for 
the sale of intoxicating liquors, to become bondsmen for persons en- 
gaged in such traffic, or to rent property to be used as the place in 
or on which to manufacture or sell intoxicating liquors. 


Silas C. Swallow presented the following, which 
was referred to the Committee on the Book Con- 
cern: 

Whereas, The report of the Agents of the Methodist Book Concern 
at New York shows among the assets the enormous sum of 


$568,657 97 in notes and accounts—largely the latter—while the 
stock in trade is but $271,561 93; and, 
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Whereas, The report of the Agents of the Western Book Concern 
shows among its assets $286,100 58 in notes and accounts, while the 
stock in trade is but $192,691 38, and the value of its real estate is 
but $298,000; therefore, 

Resolved, That such apparently disproportionate credits given by 
both Concerns are, in our estimation, dangerous to our publishing 
interests, and demand at the hands of the Committee on the Book 
Concern some plan of future amendment. 


Silas C, Swallow also presented the following, which 
was referred to the Committee on the Book Concern: 


Whereas, The Discipline, page 202, paragraph 346, provides that 
the Book Committee shall divide among the Annual Conferences the 
aggregate sum required to be raised for the support of the Bishops, 
and also the amount necessary to assist the widows and children of 
deceased Bishops; and, 

Whereus, It is said to be the habit of said committee to so divide 
a much larger amount than therein specified; therefore, 

Resolved, 1. That the special attention of the Committee on the 
Book Concern be, and hereby is, called to this irregularity. 

Resolved, 2. That the Discipline be revised so as to read: “Ff 346. The 
Book Committee shall divide the exact aggregate sum required to be 
raised for these purposes among the Annual Conferences according 
to their several abilities, the aggregate salaries of presiding elders 
and pastors in said Conferences being made the basis for such di- 
vision.” 

And at the close of said paragraph by adding these words, after 
Agents of the ‘“ Book Concern,” viz.: “Who shall pay by pro rata di- 
vision only the amounts thus received from the Annual Conferences.” 


J. C. Clarke presented the following, which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Revisals: 

Fesolved, That the Committee on Revisals shall so amend paragraph 
182, as to strike out all after the words “ ministerial office,” and in- 


sert ‘‘and the same requirements shall be applicable to a preacher 
located or discontinued by an Annual Conference.” 


He also presented a form for Church records, which 
was referred to the Committee on the Book Con- 
cern. 

He also presented the following, which was referred 
to the Committee on the Judiciary: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary define the duties of the 
Committee on Church Records. (Discipline, paragraph 98, page 74.) 

Also, the powers of the Quarterly Conference over Church records. 


Also, what is included in the words “ Church records,” ag used in 
paragraph 98, page 74. 


D. 8S. Monroe presented a form for statistics, which 
was referred to the Committee on Statistics. 

He also presented the following, which was referred 
to the Committee on Revisals: 
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fesolved, That in paragraph 221, after the word beverage, there 
be inserted, “or in any manner encouraging the sale thereof.” 


D. 8. Monroe also presented the following, which 
was referred to the Committee on Revisals: 


Resolved, That in paragraph 220, after the word “ society,” there 
be inserted, “the leaders’ and stewards’ meeting.” 


He also presented the following, which was referred 
to the Committee on Itinerancy: 


Resolved, That paragraph 162 be so amended as to read, after the 
words ‘‘six years,” as follows: “Nor shall he be reappointed Pre- 
siding Elder until he has been out of that office at least four full 
calendar years.” 


NEW ENGLAND. 


Joseph Cummings presented the following, which 
was referred to the Committee on Itinerancy: 


Resolved, 1. That paragraph 157, section 2, of the Discipline, be so 
amended as to read: “To form the districts with the advice of the 
Presiding Elders, each Conference having determined the number of 
its districts.” 

Resolved, 2. That paragraph 161 be so amended as to read: 
“Presiding Elders shall be appointed by the Bishops on the nomina- 
tion of a majority of the Annual Conferences, by ballot, without de- 
bate; provided, however, that in case the Bishop presiding over any 
Conference shall deem that the interests of the Church shall demand 
that the minister so nominated should be otherwise employed, he 
shall communicate his judgment to the Conference, which shall then 
proceed to make other nominations until the required number shall 
be obtained.” 

Resolwed, 3. That a new paragraph be inserted after 161, to read 
as follows: ‘If any Annual Conterence shall decline or fail to nomi- 
nate Presiding Elders, the presiding Bishop shall select and appoint 
them, and if any vacancies in the office shall occur in the interim of 
the Conference, the Bishop shall fill them until the next Annual 


Conference.” 
UTAH. 


Jacob S. Boreman presented the following, which 
was referred to the Committee on Revisals: 


Resolved, 1. That when Local Preachers are not prepared at the end 
of a year to. pass the necessary examination upon the Course of 
Study, then further time may be allowed them if they show an ear- 
nest desire to prepare themselves for such examination; and then, 


also, their licenses may be renewed. 4 
Resolved, 2. That the Course of Study laid down for Local Preachers 

was not intended to apply to those who had been, or were then, 

Local Preachers, but only to such as should be admitted to preach 


subsequent to that time. 
Resolved, 3. That a construction different from the above is working 


a great hardship against old Local Preachers. 


The following memorials were presented: 
A memorial was presented from L. M. Vernon on the 
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ganization of an Italian Annual Conference, which was 
referred to the Committee on Missions. 


BALTIMORE. 


J. A. Price presented a petition recommending that 
Baltimore be fixed as a place of episcopal residence, 
which was referred to the Committee on the Episcopacy. 

L. T. Widerman presented a petition proposing a 
change in the Discipline, which was referred to the 
Committee on Revisals. 

He also presented a petition calling for report of Epis- 
copal Fund, which was referred to the Committee on 
the Book Concern. 

M. G. Urner presented a memorial calling for the pub- 
lication of episcopal decisions, which was referred to 
the Committee on the Episcopacy. 

He also presented a memorial on amendment of par- 
agraph 265 of Discipline, which was referred to the 
Committee on Missions. 


CALIFORNIA. 


H. B. Heacock presented a memorial in reference to 
mortgaging Church property, which was referred to the 
Committee on Revisals. 


CENTRAL ALABAMA. 


S. J. B. Carter presented a memorial regarding a 
High School near Huntsville, Alabama, which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Education. 


CENTRAL NEW YORK. 


O. H. Warren presented a memorial respecting the 
reception of members, which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Revisals. 

L. C. Queal presented a memorial from the First 
Methodist Episcopal Church, Elmira, N. Y., which was 
referred to the Committee on Temperance. 


DETROIT. 


John Russell presented a memorial asking for the 
organization of the Lake Superior Conference, which 
was referred to the Committee on Boundaries. 

He also presented a memorial asking for a new chap- 
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ter in the Discipline on temperance, which was referred 
to the Committee on Temperance. 


EAST OHIO. 


S. F. Minor presented the memorial of the Alumni 
of Mount Union College on provisions for centennial 
plan, which was referred to the Committee on the Cen- 
tennial of the Church. 


GENESEE. 


E. J. Hermans presented a memorial on District 
Conferences, which was referred to the Committee on 
Itinerancy. 

D. W. C, Huntington presented a memorial in re- 
gard to change in the order of business of the fourth 
Quarterly Conference, which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Revisals. 


HOLSTON. 


John W. Mann presented a memorial from colored 
members of his Conference asking that they be organ- 
ized into a separate Conference, which was referred to 
the Committee on Boundaries. 

William Rule presented a memorial touching the 
duties of Presiding Elders, which was referred to the 
Committee on Revisals. 


ILLINOIS. 
J. H. Clark presented a memorial on Sunday-school 
quarterly meeting, which was referred to the Commit- 
tee on Sunday-Schools. 


IOWA. 


Frank T. Campbell presented a memorial relating to 
the reduction of prices of our Church newspapers, 
which was referred to the Committee on the Book 
Concern. 

MISSISSIPPI. 


John A. W. Moore presented a memorial in reference 
to the requirements of exhorters, which was referred to 


the Committee on Revisals. 
19 
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NEW JERSEY.: 


J. B. Graw presented a memorial on the term of the 
Presiding Elder, which was referred to the Committee 
on Itinerancy. 

George B. Wight presented a memorial on the Re- 
ports of Book Agents, which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Book Concern. 


NEW YORK. 


M. S. Terry presented a memorial on temperance, 
signed by W. C. Smith and others, which was referred 
the Committee on Temperance. 

A. K. Sanford presented a memorial in reference to 
change of paragraph 94 of Discipline, which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Revisals. 


NORTH-WEST IOWA. 


L. Hartsough presented a memorial regarding the 
monthly entitled, The Divine Life, which was referred 
to the Committee on the State of the Church. 


OHIO. 


Thomas R. Taylor presented a memorial on exhort- 
ers, which was referred to the Committee on Revisals. 

He also presented a memorial on Church certificates, 
which was referred to the Committee on Revisals. 

He also presented a memorial on the episcopal term, 
which was referred to the Committee on the Episco- 
pacy. 

He also presented a memorial in reference to change 
of Discipline touching Sunday-school Boards, which 
was referred to the Committee on Sunday-schools. 


PROVIDENCE. 


D. A. Whedon presented the petition of the Provi- 
dence Preachers’ Meeting on the proposed change of 
name of Providence Conference, which was referred to 
the Committee on Boundaries. 


SOUTH-EAST INDIANA, 


John W. Ray presented a memorial on Church debts, 
which was referred to the Committee on Reyvisals. 
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TROY. 


J. M. Webster presented a memorial on change of 
paragraph 231 of Discipline, which was referred to the 
Committee on Revisals. 


VERMONT. 


H. A. Spencer presented the memorial of W. H. 
Holmes on the mode of electing delegates to lay Elect- 
oral Conferences, which was referred to the Committee 
on Revisals. 

On motion, Conference adjourned, with the benedic- 
tion by C. W. Bennett. 


FRIDAY MORNING, MAY 21, 


Conference met at nine ‘o’clock A.M., Bishop Foster 
presiding. 

J. E. Wilson conducted the religious services. 

The Journal of yesterday’s session was read and ap- 
proved. 

The following changes in delegations were made: 

Clark R. Mack, of the Lexington Conference; Luran- 
dus Beach, of the New Hampshire Conference, (on ac- 
count of sickness;) William Wilson, of the Iowa Con- 
ference; Moses T. Winton, of the Wyoming Confer- 
ence, were excused for the rest of the session, and the 
Committee on Expenses ordered to pay their expenses. 

John Whiteman, of the Philadelphia Conference, was 
assigned the seat of S. 8. Dreher, excused; and John 
Hunter, of the same Conference, was announced as in 
his seat. 

R. M. Hatfield, of the Rock River Conference, was 
announced as in his seat, temporarily held by W. A. 
Smith. 

Irvin T. Matthews, of the Wilmington Conference; 
H. C. Connolly, of the New York Conference, were ex- 
cused for the rest of the session. 

Riverious P. Elmore, of the Wisconsin Conference, 
was admitted to the seat of Z. P. Burdick. 

Amos Shinkle, under a suspension of the rules, pre- 
sented Report No. II of the Committee on the Book 
Concern, which was read and adopted, as follows: 
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Resolved, That we request the General Conference to defer the 
election of Book Agents for the present, in order to give us more 
time to consider that subject. 


Amos Shinkle presented Reports Nos. III and IV, 
which were received and ordered to be printed. 

Under a suspension of the rules D. A. Goodsell pre- 
sented the Report of the Committee on Statistical 
Forms, No. I, which was received and ordered to be 
printed. 

On motion of A. J. Kynett, the rules were sus- 
pended, and he presented Reports Nos. I, II, and HI of 
the Committee on Church Extension, which were re- 
ceived and ordered to be printed, and made the order 
of the day for Tuesday next at ten o’clock A. M. 

On motion of J. P. Newman, Report No. I of the 
Committee on Freédmen was taken from the table. 

A. J. Kynett offered the following substitute for the 
second item of the report: 

Resolved, That the Board of Education be and are hereby instructed 
to make such provisions as may be necessary and practicable for the 


aid of our educational institutions in the South not aided by the 
Freedmen’s Aid Society. 


George L. Curtiss presented the following as a sub- 
stitute for the whole: 
Resolved, That in the judgment of this General Conference the 


present organization and perpetuity of the Freedmen’s Aid Society 
should remain unchanged. 


On motion of O. H. Warren, the substitute for the 
whole and the substitute were laid upon the table. 

J. W. Thompson moved to amend by striking out 
the second item of the report. 

W. MWK. Hester offered the following substitute: 

Resolwed, 1. That the collections of the Freedmen’s Aid Society 
shall be wholly appropriated to aid the schools for the colored 
people. 

Kesolved, 2. That the Committee on Education be requested to 


make provisions for giving aid to schools among the white people of 
the South. 


On motion of B. Kelley, the substitute was laid on 
the table. 

The motion of B. Kelley to lay the amendment of J. 
W. Thompson on the table did not prevail. 
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On motion of Job A. Price, the previous question 
was ordered, and the motion to strike out was lost, and 
the report was adopted, as follows: 


FREEDMEN’S AID AND SOUTHERN WORK—REPORT 
No. I. 

Your Committeé on Freedmen’s Aid and Southern Work respect- 
fully report: 

1. That, in its judgment, the present organization of the Freed- 
men’s Aid Society should remain unchanged. 

2. That under the phrase “ and others,” of article II in the consti- 
tution of the Freedmen’s Aid Society, we see the way clear to aid 
the schools which have been established by our Church in the 
Southern States among the white people, and hereby ask the Gen- 
eral Conference to recommend to the Board of Managers of this 
Society to give such aid to these schools during the next quadren- 
nium as can be done without embarrassment to the schools among 
the Freedmen. 


Report No. III of the Committee on the Book Concern 
was read, and John Evans presented a minority report, 
which was read, and, on motion, received, and ordered 
to be printed. . 

The rules were suspended to present a communica- 
tion from the Woman’s Foreign Missionary Society, 
which was read, and, on motion, referred to the Com- 
mittee on Missions: [See Appendix, 52 , page 583.] 

W. F. Mallalieu presented the following, which, on 
motion; was adopted: 

Resolved, That we congratulate the Woman’s Foreign Missionary 


Society on the achievements of the past four years, and assure them 
of our heartiest sympathy and continued support. 


The report of Rev. J. A. M. Chapman, Fraternal 
Delegate to the General Assembly of the Presbyterian 
Church, was read, and, on motion, received. [See Ap- 
pendix, 36, page 519.] 

The rules being suspended, on motion of Amos 
Shinkle it was ordered that the consideration of the 
majority and minority Reports No. III of the Committee 
on the Book Concern be made the order of the day to- 
morrow morning, immediately after the reading of the 
Journal. 

The rules being suspended, John Lanahan presented 
the following, which was read, and, on motion, 


adopted: 
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Whereas, The opinion has obtained that large sums of money are 
unnecessarily expended in the expenses of Fraternal Delegates to 
corresponding bodies, when fraternal letters might answer every de- 
sirable end; and, 

Whereas, It is also thought that unnecessary expenses are incurred 
in having large standing Committees to oversee the publishing, Mis- 
sionary, Church Extension, and Freedmen’s Aid Societies; there- 
fore, 

Resolved, That the Book Agents, the Treasurers of the Missionary, 
the Church Extension, and Freedmen’s Aid Societies, be, and they are 
hereby instructed to furnish this General Conference, at as early a day 
as possible, a detailed statement of the amounts paid during the last 
quadrennium on these several accounts. 


A communication from Rev. Robert C. Hutchins, Fra- 
ternal Delegate from the Congregational Church, was 
read, and, on motion, referred to the Committee on the 
Reception of Fraternal Delegates. 

A. Webster presented the following resolution : 


Resolved, That the Hon. Noah H. Swayne, one of the Justices of 
the Supreme Court of the United States ; Hon. John Baxter, Justice 
of the Circuit Court of the United States for this Cireiit; Hon. 
Philip B. Swing, Justice of the District Court of the United States for 
this District; and all the Judges of the State, County, and Municipal 
Courts of this county, be invited to attend the sessions of the Con- 
ference at their convenience, and to occupy seats on the platform. 


A motion to refer to a committee of three did not 
prevail, and the resolution was adopted. 

The regular call for reports of committees was re- 
sumed. 

W. H. Olin presented Report No. I of the Committee 
on the State of the Church, which was read, and, on 
motion, adopted, as follows: 


Your committee, to whom was referred a paper, signed by Arthur 
M. Burton, Secretary of the Board of Trustees of the Chartered 
Fund, having examined the same, recommend the adoption of the 
following resolution: 

Resolved, That the election of Peter Lamb, Esq., asa trustee of the 
Chartered Fund, to fill the vacancy occasioned by the decease of Sam- 
uel S. White, be hereby approved and confirmed. 


Report No. I of the Committee on Observance of 
the Sabbath was read, and a motion made to adopt; 
but, on motion of John Lanahan, it was laid on the 
table. 

John Russell presented Report No. I of the Commit- 
tee on Temperance, which was laid over, and ordered 
to be printed. 


1880.] Journal of the General Conference. 


Report No. I of the Committee on Education was 
presented, and a motion was made to adopt. 

On motion of John Lanahan it was ordered that the 
report lie on the table and be printed. 

Report No. II of the same Committee was presented, 
read, and, on motion, it was laid on the table, and or- 
dered to be printed. 

Report No. III of the same Committee was read, and 
a motion made to adopt. 

On motion of J. M. Walden the previous question 
was ordered, and it was adopted as follows: 


Your committee have had under consideration a paper asking for 
the consolidation of the Freedmen’s Aid Society with the Board of 
Education, and would recommend the passage of the following res- 
olution: 

Resolved, That inasmuch as the Freedmen’s Aid Society has a spe- 
cific field, we do not consider it advisable to unite it with the Board 
of Education. 


The following resolutions were presented: 


ILLINOIS. 


W.S. Prentice presented the following, which was 
referred to the Committee on Itinerancy: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Itinerancy be instructed to con- 
sider the propriety of striking from the Discipline every thing relat- 
ing to District Conferences. 


NEW YORK. 


L. H. King presented the following, which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Episcopacy: 


Whereas, The Bishops in their quadrennial address strongly con- 
demn those ministers of our Church who, holding high positions, 
disseminate doctrines contrary to our standards; and, 

Whereas, During our last quadrennium, a book entitled “ Beyond 
the Grave,’ bearing the name and title of one of our Bishops, and 
published by our Book Concern, contains on pages 162, 165, 166 and 
167 some things hard to be understood, and various periodicals of 
our Church have pronounced the doctrines of the book contrary to 
our third Article of Religion, contrary to the Apostles’ Creed, and 
contrary to the Holy Scriptures as understood and taught by our 
own Church and all other orthodox evangelical Churches; there- 
fore 
Resolved, That the Committee on Episcopacy be requested to ex- 
amine said boox, ard report to this Conference the result of their 


examination. 
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NORTH INDIANA. 


M. H. Mendenhall presented the following, which 
was referred to the Committee on Episcopacy: 


Whereas, Many of the law decisions of the Bishops have never 
been given to the Church at large; and, 

Whereas, These decisions, extending through the entire history of 
the Church, would be of very great value as guides in the interpre- 
tation of the Discipline, by securing uniformity of administration by 
Presiding Elders and pastors; and, 

Whereas, A Digest of Episcopal Decisions would constitute a most 
important portion of the Appendix to the Discipline; therefore, be it 

Resolved, 1. That the Secretaries of the Annual Conferences be re- 
quested to collect from the Journals all the decisions of law ques- 
tions by the Bishops in their respective Conferences, made prior to 
this General Conference, and transmit them to the Secretary of the 
General Conference, to be by him delivered to the Board of Bishops. 

fesolved, 2. That the Bishops be requested to report to the next 
General Conference all decisions of law questions made by them 
during the next quadrennium, and also the decisions referred to in 
the above resolution, the same haying the approval of the present 
Board of Bishops, that they may be published in the Appendix to the 
Discipline when approved by the General Conference. ; 

Fesolved, 3. That the Secretary of this General Conference be in- 
structed to call the attention of the conference secretaries to this 
request, and urge a prompt compliance, in order that a full exhibit 
of such decisions may be presented to the General Conference of 
1884. 


NORTH-WEST SWEDISH. 
A. J. Anderson presented the following, which was 
referred to the Committee on Revisals: 


Whereas, The Swedish work formerly belonging to Central Illinois 
and Minnesota Conferences is organized into an Annual Confer- 
ence; therefore, 

Resolved, That section 2, of paragraph 480, and as much of sec- 
tion las refers to the Swedish work, be stricken out of the Discipline. 


The following memorials were received: 


CALIFORNIA. 


H. B. Heacock presented a petition touching appeals 
of expelled members of the Church, which was referred 
to the Committee on Judiciary. 


CINCINNATI. 


J. M. Walden presented a petition for change of par- 
agraph 228 of Discipline, which was referred to the 
Committee on Revisals. 


DES MOINES. 


Lew E. Darrow presented a memorial from John W. 
Hoyt in regard to a centennial celebration of Sunday- 
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schools, which was referred to the Committee on Sun- 
day-Schools. 
EAST OHIO. 

A. H. Norcross presented a petition in reference to 
boundaries, which was referred to the Committee on 
Boundaries. 

He also presented a petition in reference to mission- 
ary work, which was referred to the Committee on Mis- 
sions. 

He also presented a memorial in regard to theolog- 
ical schools, which was referred to the Committee on 


Education. 
ILLINOIS. 


W. H. Webster presented a memorial on woman’s 
work in the Church, which was referred to the Com- 


mittee on Revisals. 
MISSOURI. 


John T. Boyle presented a memorial in reference to 
evangelists, which was referred to the Committee on 
Itinerancy. 

NEWARK. 

James N. FitzGerald presented a memorial relating 
to history of individual Churches, which was referred 
to the Committee on the State of the Church. 

J. B. Faulks presented a memorial from A. 8, Town- 
send and others in reference to Church certificates, 
which was referred to the Committee on Revisals. 


NORTH OHIO. 

Samuel Mower presented the memorial of C. C. Ball 
and others in reference to making Editors, Book Agents, 
and Secretaries of General Conference societies ex-offi- 
cio members of General Conference, which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Revisals. 


: PHILADELPHIA. 
William Swindells presented the memorial of S. M. 
Cooper to formulate the doctrines of the Church, which 
was referred to the Committee on Revisals. 


PROVIDENCH. 
M. J. Talbot presented a memorial on a question on 
Quarterly Conference business, which was referred to 
the Committee on Itinerancy. 
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SOUTHERN ILLINOIS. 


J. W. Locke presented a memorial from W. Stoker 
and others on the mode of withdrawal from the 
Church, which was referred to the Committee on Re- 
visals. 

TROY. 

W. H. Hughes presented a remonstrance against a 
change of boundaries, which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Boundaries. 

Report No. IV of the Committee on Education was 
presented and read. On motion, it was received and 
ordered to be printed, and that its consideration be 
made the order of the day for next Wednesday at ten 
o’clock A.M. 

The rules being suspended, D. P. Mitchell moved 
that all reports of committees, not to be acted upon at 
once, be handed in to the Secretary in order to be 
printed. The motion prevailed. 

The following reports of committees were presented 
and laid on the table to be printed: Episcopacy, No. 
IV; Missions, No. VII; Centennial, No. I; Revisals, 
Nos. I, I, Ul, IV, V, VI; Sunday-Schools and 
Tracts, No. IV; Chinese Emigrants, No. I; Judiciary, 
Noa: T, TL TLE: 

M. H. Mendenhall moved that a supplement to the 
Daily Christian Advocate be printed to-morrow morn- 
ing, if the regular issue will not contain all the reports, 
and the motion prevailed. 

On motion the Conference adjourned, the benedic- 
tion being pronounced by Sandford Hunt. 


SATURDAY MORNING, MAY 22, 


Conference met at nine o’clock, Bishop Merrill in the 
chair. 

The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 

Bishop Harris presented a paper from the Minard 
Home, and it was referred to the Committee on Mis- 
sions. 

The following action affecting delegations was taken. 

Joseph D. Stubbs, of the North Ohio Conference, was 
excused until next Tuesday. 


1880.] Journal of the General Conference. 


John Whiteman, of the Philadelphia Conference, was 
excused for the rest of the session. 

Jonas W. Brown, of the Columbia River Confer- 
ence, was excused for the rest of the session, and the 
Committee on Expenses ordered to settle with him. 

On motion of E. O. Stannard, it was ordered that 
the consideration of the Report of the Committee on 
Lay Representation be made the order of the day this 
morning at half past eleven o’clock. 

On motion of J. M. Buckley, it was ordered that 
the consideration of the Report of the Committee on 
Keclesiastical Code be made the order of the day:for 
next Tuesday, immediately after the reading of the 
Journal. 

D. Copeland presented a memorial of Rev. Reuben 
Nelson, D.D., and it was ordered that it be printed 
in the Daily Christian Advocate and in the Journal 
of the Conference. [See Appendix 47, page 547.] 

On motion, the order of the day was taken up, and 
Report No. III of the Committee on the Book Concern 
was read, and a motion made to adopt, as follows: 


Your Committee on the Book Concern, having given careful at- 
tention to the condition of the papers published under your auspices 
in the Southern States, beg leave to submit the following partial re- 
port, No. III. 

Resolved, That the South-western Christian Advocate, published 
at New Orleans, and the Methodist Advocate, published at Atlanta, 
Ga., be continued upon the same conditions as during the past four 


years. 


John Evans called up the minority- report, and 
moved its adoption as a substitute for the report of the 


majority, as follows: 


We, members of your Committee on the Book Concern, desire to 
present a report, dissenting from the action of the majority, at a 
meeting of said Committee, which voted to recommend the contin- 
nance of the two papers at the South on the same basis they have 
been during the last four years, which is ata loss of. sixteen thou- 

dollars. 
EA Methodist Advocate, published at Atlanta, Ga., after 
twelve years’ continuance at a loss of $38,770 30, has now only 
2,720 subscribers. It sank $10,296 34 of this amount during the 
past four years, while the increase in its subscription list was 
only 302. aah : 

That is, for two dollars, its subscription price, the Book Concern 
furnishes a paper that costs, to produce it, within a fraction of 
three dollars. In other words, it pays a bonus to each subscriber 
of about one dollar per annum for taking the paper. 
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This strange business transaction has been continued for twelve 
years, and, without any promise of better results, the majority report 
proposes to continue it. 

The South-western Christian Advocate, published at New Or- 
leans, the commercial center of the South, is reported by the Book 
Agents to have now a circulation of about four thousand copies. 
It has, by authority of the last General Conference, an annual sub- 
sidy of two thousand dollars, making eight thousand dollars for the 
past four years, which, we understand, has been paid. 

This, also, the majority report proposes to continue for another 
four years. / 

We object to this loose and unbusiness.like transaction ; 

First. Because these two papers are in each other’s way. Though 
distant from each other, they occupy one field, whose peculiarities 
are the same, from one end to the other of the South—a field where 
one strong paper would have far greater influence than these two 
poorly supported publications. 

Second. Because we believe this appropriation of sixteen thou- 
sand dollars from the Book Concern will be wasted in the perpetua- 
tion of a system of subsidizing papers that have no immediate pros- 
pect of any return of profits from their publication. 

Third. Because we believe by their consolidation and publica- 
tion at New Orleans, they will not only serve the cause of Christ 
more successfully, but soon become a source of profit to the Book 
Concern. 

Fourth. Because we believe it unwise and unbusiness-like to 
continue the publication, at a loss, of any periodical that does 
not promise an early return, in profits, of the money thus ex- 
pended. 

Fifth. Because we are satisfied that the financial condition of the 
Book Concern in no wise or proper business view of the case will 
justify it. 

We find the Book Concern, East and West, has lost on. certain 
Church periodicals during the last quadrennium the enormous sum 
of ninety-four thousand seven hundred and twenty-seven dollars and 
Jorty-nine cents. And nearly all of these periodicals are now in a 
less hopeful prospect of a paying basis than they were four years 
ago. 

If it is intended by the Church to conduct the affairs of the Book 
Concern on sound business principles, so as to keep it in a safe, 
solvent, and healthy financial condition, it must pay off its one mill- 
ton one hundred and eighty thousand three hundred and thirty-one dol- 
lars and sixty-two cents of funded indebtedness, and stop the interest 
thereon that now consumes so much of its income. And it must 
stop running those periodicals and depositories at a loss which now 
consume nearly, if not quite all, of the remainder of its profits— 
profits solemnly set apart for the support of those who have worn 
themselves out in the ministry, and for the widows and orphans 
they have left behind them. 

We therefore earnestly recommend, as a step in this direction, 
that the Methodist Advocate and South-western Christian Advocate 
be consolidated, and that the paper be hereafter published under 
the direction of the Agents at New York, at such place as they 
direct; and that they put it and all of their other operations on a 
strictly paying basis as soon as practicable, 


Signed, 
Joun Evans, G. G. REYNOLDS, 
E. O. STANNARD, GEORGE M. Eppy, 
M. O. Heatn, CLEMENT STUDEBAKER, 


AMOS SHINKLE, THomas R. TAYLOR. 
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A. J. Kynett moved to lay the minority report on 
the table. 

John Evans called for the yeas and nays, but the call 
was not sustained. 

P. G. Gillett demanded a separate vote of the two 
orders on the motion to lay the minority report on the 
table, and it was ordered by a vote of the laity of 41 
yeas to 71 nays—more than one third being im favor of 
a separate vote. 

G S. Hare moved that thirty be necessary to order 
yeas and nays on the ministerial vote. 

The chair ruling that each order has a right to decide 
its own mode of voting, Daniel Curry appealed from 
the decision, but the Conference sustained the ruling of 
the chair. 

J. M. Walden moved as a substitute for the motion 
of G. S. Hare, that the rules governing the whole body 
govern the ministers in their deliberations separately, 
and the motion prevailed. 

H.. Elliott moved that the same rules be adopted for 
the laymen, 

J. D. Taylor moved, as an amendment, that twenty- 
five be inserted in place of fifty, and it was adopted. 

Jacob Todd called for the yeas and nays on the min- 
isterial vote, but the call was not sustained. 

Charles C. White called for the yeas and nays on 
the vote of the laymen, but the call was not sus- 
tained. 

The vote to lay the minority report on the table did 
not prevail, the two orders failing to concur by the fol- 
lowing count vote: 

Ministers—yeas, 131; nays, 95. Laymen—yeas, 39; 
nays, 60. 

Bishop Simpson introduced Rev. W. J. Shuey, 
Fraternal Delegate from the United Brethren Church 
in Christ, and Joseph Cummings presented a Fra- 
ternal Letter from that Church, which was received 
and ordered to be printed in the Daily Christian Ad- 
vocate. 

Gabriel Todd, of the Texas Conference, was excused, 
on account of ill health, from further attendance upon 
the sessions of the Conference. 
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John Evans, of the Colorado Conference, was excused 
for the rest of the session, and E. T. Alling assigned 
his seat. 

The Committee on Temporal Economy presented 
Report No. I, which was received and ordered to be 
printed. 

The Committee on Missions presented Report No. V, 
which was received and ordered to be printed. 

Resolutions were presented as follows: 


DES MOINES. 
C. H. Gatch presented the following, which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on the Book Concern: 


Whereas, The paramount purpose of the Church in maintaining 
the book department of its Book Concern should be the widest pos- 


‘sible diffusion among its members of a sound and pure Church lit- 


erature ; and, 

Whereas, By reason of their high price the most of our best publi- 
cations are practically beyond the reach of many who otherwise 
would eagerly buy and read them, to their own profit and the good 
of the Church; therefore, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Book Concern be instructed 
to inquire and report as to the desirableness and expediency of au- 
thorizing the publication, on the order of the book editors, with the 
approval of the Book Committee, of a limited number of books in 
cheap editions at the actual cost of their publication and sale. 


EAST GERMAN. 


L. Wallon presented a petition on revisals, which 
was referred to the Committee on Revisals. 


GENESEE. 


G. W. Paddock presented a petition on revisals, 
which was referred to the Committee on Revisals. 

He also presented a petition on revisals, which was 
referred to the Committee on Revisals. 

He also presented a petition on temperance, which 
was referred to the Committee on Temperance. 

J. B. Wentworth presented the following, which was 
referred to the Committee on the Episcopacy: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Episcopacy be instructed care- 
fully to inquire into the dogmatic teaching of our Bishops during the 
quadrennium, and that it report to this Conference as to whether any 
of them have, either in sermons, lectures, or published works, pro- 
pounded and upheld doctrinal sentiments not in harmony with the 
Apostles’ Creed, our Articles of Religion, or the acknowledged 
standards of our Church. 


~ sl oat eat 
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PROVIDENCE, 


D. A. Whedon presented the following, which was 
referred to the Committee on the Book Concern: 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Book Concern be instructed 
to inquire whether any publications are issued or printed by the 
Book Concern advocating sentiments contrary to our Articles of 
Religion or established standards of doctrine, and also what legisla- 
tion, if any, is necessary to prevent such publishing or printing in 
the future. 


Memorials were presented as follows: 


HOLSTON. 


J. W. Mann presented a memorial on boundaries, 
which was referred to the Committee on Boundaries. 


NEW HAMPSHIRE. 


George J. Judkins presented a memorial on change 
of the Discipline, which was referred to the Commit- 
tee on Revisals. 


NEW JERSEY. 

Clinton B. Fisk presented a memorial from B. R. 
Cowen, asking missionary aid for the North American 
Indians, which was referred to the Committee on Mis- 
sions. 

NORTH OHIO, 

George Mather presented the memorial of James A. 
Kellam on boundaries, which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Boundaries. 

7 


NORTH-WEST IOWA. 

L. Hartsough presented the minutes of a joint com- 
mission on boundaries, which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Boundaries. 

He also presented three petitions on the subject of 
boundaries, which were referred to the Committee on 
Boundaries. 

On motion, Conference adjourned, the benediction 
being pronounced by John M. Reid. 
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MONDAY MORNING, MAY 24, 


Conference met at nine o’clock A. M., Bishop An- 
drews presiding. 

Religious services were conducted by E. Q. Fuller. 

The Journal of Saturday’s session was read and ap- 
proved. 

The following changes were, on motion, made in the 
roll: 

O. B. Way, of New Hampshire Conference, was 
granted leave of absence; Alexander Ashley, of the 
Baltimore Conference, was assigned a seat in place of 
M. G. Urner, excused. 

William Swindells presented Reports Nos. II and III 
of the Committee on Sunday-schools and Tracts, which 
were laid over to be printed. 

On motion, E. P. Cook, of the Rock River Confer- 
ence, was assigned the seat occupied temporarily by 
Orrington Lunt, excused. 

The rules being suspended, on motion of Samuel 
Mower, it was ordered that hereafter all speeches be 
limited to five minutes. 

The call was made for resolutions: 


CENTRAL NEW YORK. 
O. H. Warren presented the following: 


Resolwed, That all our committees be instructed to make their final 
reports on or before the morning session of Thursday, May 27, and 
that the General Conference will not adjourn finally till all the re- 
ports are considered and finally disposed of. 


John Lanahan called for a division of the resolution, 
which prevailed; and, on his motion, the latter part 
was laid on the table, and the resolution was then 
adopted. 

CENTRAL PENNSYLVANIA. 


D. 8S. Monroe presented the following, which was 
adopted: 


Resolved, That each Annual Conference is empowered to have a 
copy of its Journal printed, substantially bound, and duly certified 
by the secretary to be correct, and such copy shall be considered the 
official Journal of said Annual Conference, and a copy thereof shall 
be forwarded to the General Conference. 
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CINCINNATI. pelea 


W.I. Fee offered the following, which was read, and ._ 24”: 


é CINCINNATI. 
referred to the Committee on Temperance: 
Temperance. 


Whereas, Temperance, known and recognized in this age to be 
total abstinence from the use of all alcoholic liquors as a beverage, 
is a Christian grace that should be nurtured by all Christian Church: 
es; and, 

Whereas, The sale or use of any kind of intoxicating liquors tend- 
ing to produce drunkenness is a heinous sin; and, 

Whereas, This great cause is best promoted in our American civil- 
ization by the force of the known and expressed public sentiment of 
a majority of citizens; therefore, 

Resolved, 1. That, in the opinion of this General Conference, in order 
to obtain a correct expression of such public sentiment, it is wise 
and expedient to submit all leading questions in the prohibition of 
the sale or use of intoxicating liquors to the decision of the people 
by ballot or petition, in such a manner as may be consistent with 
the provisions of the laws and constitutions of the several States 
and the United States; and, also, 

Resolved, 2. That in the opinion of this General Conference it is wise, 
just, and eminently right, in the obtaining of such correct expres- 
sion of public sentiments, that the voice of adult women, being citi- 
zens, Should, by proper law, be made equal to that of adult men on the 
_ enforcement of all anti-liquor laws. 


GENESEE. GENESEE. 
D. W. C. Huntington presented the following, which Commission 


to assign 


was adopted: Genesee 


3 5 : E . Conference 
Whereas. By the action of the Committee on Boundaries, a consid- claim to 


erable number of the preachers and pastoral charges heretofore in- ey k 
cluded in the Genesee Conference has been set over to the Central pie ics 
New York Conference; therefore, 

Resolved, That the Bishops be requested to appoint a commission, 
consisting of ten ministers and laymen from the two Conferences 
interested, whose duty it shall be to assign an equitable number of 
the Genesee Conference Claimants and the funds, so far as the Gen- 
eral Conference has control over them, to the Central New York 
Conference, and that the result be published in the Northern Chris- 
tian Advocate, and the decision of same commission to be final. 


Sandford Hunt presented the following, which was When re- 
orts are 
adopted: be consid- 


“ ered in or- 
Resolved, That reports from committees shall be taken up in the der, 


order in which said committees were raised, and when a report 
elicits discussion, ‘no further report from such committee shall be 
considered under that call. 


HOLSTON. Houston. 
i i Fraternal 
J. F. Spence presented the following, which was bape 


referred to the Committee on Fraternal Correspond- Pile: 
outh. 
ence: 
Resolved, That it is the judgment of this Conference that the next 
fraternal delegation from this body to the Methodist Episcopal 


Church, South, should consist, in part, of our workers in the South. 
20 
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ILLINOIS, 


P. G. Gillett presented the following, which was 
read, and referred to the Committee on the Book Con- 
cern: 


Resolved, That the Discipline be so amended that but one Book 
Agent shall be elected for the Book Concern at New York, and one 
for the Western Book Concern at Cincinnati. 


NEVADA. 


J. D. Hammond offered the following resolution, 
which was read, and, on motion, laid on the table: 


Resolved, That the General Conference adjourn sine die on Friday, 
May 28; at one o’clock P.M. 


NEWARK. 


J. N. FitzGerald presented the following, which was 
read, and, on motion, adopted: 


Whereas, By the action of the General Conference vacancies were 
created in the Philadelphia, New York, Newark, and Central New 
York delegations, by the election to the bishopric of Henry W. War- 
ren, Cyrus D. Foss, John F. Hurst, and Hrastus O. Haven; and, 

Whereas, James Cunningham, Lucius H. King, James B. Faulks, 
and Daniel W. Bristol, reserve delegates, have been called to fill the 
seats thus vacated; therefore, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Expenses of Delegates be in- 
structed to pay the full expenses of all the brethren above riamed. 


NEW JERSEY. 


G. B. Wight presented the following, which was 
read, and, on motion of John Lanahan, laid on the 
table: 


Whereas, The Discipline, paragraph 184, provides that Presiding 
Elders, and preachers in charge, are requested so to arrange the ap- 
pointments, wherever it is practicable, as to give the local preach- 
ers regular and systematic employment; and, 

Whereas, In certain localities local preachers’ associations arrange 
their own work, without reference to the authorities of the Church; 
therefore, 

Resolved, That all such independent action on the part of local 
preachers is not in harmony with the law of the Church. 


NORTHERN NEW YORK. 


C. W. Bennett presented the following, which was 
read, and, on motion, laid on the table: 


Whereas, The Methodist Episcopal Church has evinced its interest 
in the thorough preparation of its candidates for the holy office of 
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the Christian ministry, by making it the duty of the Bishops to pre- 
pare a Course of Study, which shall be pursued, and upon which 
satisfactory examination shall be passed, as a condition of reception 
into full membership in an Annual Conference; and, 

Whereas, The design of such Course of Study is to securé a 
proper intellectual furnishing for the ministerial office, and the main 
design of the examination is to satisfy the Annual Conference of such 
qualification of the candidate; and, : 

Whereas, It has been the policy of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church to establish institutions of learning of high grade, which 
shall be under its control and and patronage; and, 

Whereas, The Courses of Study in these and other institutions 
contain some of the same subjects which are contained in the 
Course of Study prepared by the Bishops, and which studies 
have been pursued under competent and able professors, and rigid 
examination has been had thereon; and, 

Whereas, Much valuable time might be saved both to the candidates 
themselves, and to the conference examiners, the value of our insti- 
tutions be more clearly recognized, and the laws of progressive gra- 
dation, accepted in other departments of instruction, would thus be 
more fully heeded; therefore, 

Resolved; 1. That it is the sense of this General Conference that 
the spirit and design of the provisions of the Course of Study 
recommended by the Bishops are fully met whenever the candidate 
shall furnish satisfactory evidence by diploma or certificate that he 
has thoroughly mastered like studies elsewhere, and that candidates 
who shall furnish such evidence shall be excused from examination 
by conference examiners, on all such subjects; other than biblical and 
theological. 5 

Resolved. 2. That the editors of the hook of Discipline be in- 
structed to append to the Course of Study the substance of this 
resolution, with such explanations as may be deemed necessary for 
the understanding of its spirit and import. 


PHILADELPHIA. 


W. Swindells presented the following, which was 
read, and, on motion, adopted: 


Whereas, At ameeting of ministers and laymen of the city of Phil- 
adelphia, an invitation was extended to this General Conference to 
select the city of Philadelphia as the seat of the next session of the 


General Conference ; therefore, 
Resolved, That the session of the General Conference of 1884 be 


held in the city of Philadelphia, Pa. 


He also offered the following, which was read, and, 
on motion, adopted: 


Resolved, That We approve the work of the Ladies and Pastors’ 
Christian Union for the past quadrennium, and recommend the con- 
tinuancé of the society under the same conditions as during the past 


four years. 
UTAH. 


Jacob 8. Boreman presented the following, which 
was read, and, on motion, unanimously adopted, by a 
rising vote: 
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Whereas, Polygamy continues to be practiced in the Territory of 
Utah, and hundreds of persons are annually entering into that rela- 
tion, in defiance of the United States statute, and the decision of 
the Supreme Court of the United States against it, and said practice 
is now extending into adjoining Territories and States ; and, 

Whereas, There is no law in said Territory of Utah against either 
adultery, lasciviousness, cohabitation, seduction, or incest; and, 

Whereas, Polygamy and these kindred crimes, so common in that 
Territory, degrade humanity to the level of the brutes, and are de- 
moralizing to the community at large; and, 

Whereas, ‘Che power to remedy the evils referred to lies with the 
Congress of the United States; therefore, 

Resolved, 1. That we do most earnestly urge upon Congress the 
adoption of such statutes or amendments as shall secure, or aid in 
securing, the extirpation of polygamy and these other named crimes, 
and as shall make the laws of the United States supreme in Utah as 
elsewhere in our nation. ; 

Resolwed, 2. That we extend our hearty thanks to those members 
of Congress who have given favorable attention to this subject, and 
we pray that they may not cease in their efforts until they meet that 
success which they deserve, and which a Christian public demands. 

Resolwed, 3. That a copy of these resolutions, duly certified, be for- 


‘warded by the Secretary of this General Conference to the Senate, 


and another copy to the House of Representatives of the United 
States. and another to the President. 


W. M. Meek, of the Cincinnati Conference, was as- 
signed the seat of H. Elliott, excused. 

J. M. Buckley presented the Report of the Committee 
on Ecclesiastical Code, which was laid over, in order to 
be printed. 

W. T. Willey, on motion, called up the order of the 
day, and the report of the Committee on the Legislative 
Department of the Church was read, as follows: 


The Committee on the Legislative Department of the Church, to 
whom was referred certain resolutions, relating to the propriety of 
creating two distinct and separate houses in the General Confer- 
ence, have had the same under consideration, and beg leave to re- 
port that said committee recommend to the General Conference that 
ne Discipline, commencing with Part II, be so changed as to read as 

ollows: 


PART I]—GOVERNMENT OF THE CHURCH. 
CHAPTER I.—THE CONFERENCES. 
Section 1. The General Conference. 


§{ 62. The General Conference shall consist of two distinct, sepa- 
rate, and concurrent houses, to be called the House of Ministerial 
Delegates and the House of Lay Delegates. 

4] 63. The House of Ministerial Deiegates shall consist of one del- 
egate for every forty-five ministers of each Annual Conference, to be 
appointed either by seniority or choice, at the discretion of such An- 
nual Conference, yet so that such representatives shall have traveled 
at least four full calendar years from the time that they were re. 
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ceived on trial by an Annual Conference, and are in full connection May24. 


at the time of holding the Conference. 

4] 64. The House of Lay Delegates shall consist of two laymen 
for each Annual Conference entitled to two or more ministerial del- 
egates, and of one layman for each Annual Conference entitled to 
but one ministerial delegate—said delegate to be chosen by an Elect- 
oral Conference of laymen, which shall assemble for the purpose on 
the third day of the session of the Annual Conference at the place 
of its meeting at its session immediately preceding the General Con- 
ference. 

“| 65. “The Electoral Conference shall be composed,” etc. (Same 
as in Discipline.) 

4] 66. ‘“The General Conference shall meet,” etc. (Same as in 
Discipline.) 

“| 67. Whenever the General Conference is conyened each house 
shall be the judge of the election returns and qualifications of its 
own members, and a majority of cach shall constitute a guorwm to 
do business, but a less number may adjourn from day to day. 

{| 68. One of the Bishops shall preside in the House of Ministerial 
Delegates, but in case no Bishop be present, the house shall proceed 
to choose from its own body, without debate, a president pro tempore. 
Said house shall also choose all its other officers. 

“| 69. The House of Lay Delegates shall elect from among its own 
members, without debate, the president thereof, and shall choose all 
its other officers. 

4 70. Each house shall have power to orginate and propose acts 
for the concurrence of the other. 

4 71. Each house may determine the rules of its own proceed- 
ings, and shall keep and publish a Journal thereof; and the yeas 
and nays of the members of either house on any question shall 
be, at the desire of one fifth of those present, entered upon the 
Journal. 

4 72. Neither house during the session of the General Confer- 
ence shall, without the consent of the other, adjourn for more than 
one day, nor to any other place than that in which the two houses 
shall be sitting. 

4 73. Joint sessions of the two houses shall be held for the hear- 
ing of the quadrennial addresses of the Bishops, the reception of 
Fraternal Delegates, and for the election of all the officers of the 
Church elected by the General Conference, but no legislation shall 
be valid except it shall be the concurrent action of the two distinct 
and separate houses. 

q 74. All elections of Bishops, Book Agents, Secretaries of Church 
Societies, and Editors of our official papers and periodicals, shall be 
invariably by ballot. 

| 75. The General Conference shall have full powers to make 
rules and regulations for our Church under the following limitations 
and restrictions, namely, (see 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, and 6 Restrictive Rules in 
Discipline, without change, as now.) 

4 76. Provided, nevertheless, that, upon the concurrent recom- 
mendation of three fourths of all the members of the several Annual 
Conferences succeeding, who shall be present and vote on sucli_rec- 
ommendation, a majority of two thirds of each house comprising 
the General Conference succeeding shall suffice to alter any of 
the above provisions excepting the first restriction. And also when- 
ever such alteration or alterations shall have been first recommended 
by two thirds of each house of which the General Conference is 
composed, so soon as three fourths of the members of all the Annual 
Conferences shall have concurred as aforesaid, such alteration or al- 
terations shall take effect 
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J. 8. Smart moved to lay the Report on the table, 
but the motion did not prevail. 

G. S. Hare moved, as a substitute, that the Report 
be recommitted, and the Committee be instructed to 
report at an early day a resolution favorably, embody- 
ing the theory of two houses, to be submitted to the 
Annual Conferences for concurrence, which, on motion 
of Kmory Miller, was laid on the table. 

On motion of W. M’K. Hester the previous question 


was ordered. 
J. M. Carr called for a division of the orders, but the 


call was not sustained. 

J. S. Smart called for yeas and nays, but they were 
not ordered, 

The motion to adopt was lost by the following vote 
—yeas, 110; nays, 211. 

E. O. Stannard called up the Report of the Commit- 
tee on Lay Representation: 


Your Committee beg leave to report that they have had under 
consideration such papers as haye been referred to them, and, up to 
this date, have matured a plan of lay representation in the Annual 
Conferences which was adopted with almost unanimity by your 
Committee, and they hereby respectfully recommend the adoption of 
the same, which, when adopted, to be substituted for paragraph 73 
of our form of Discipline, to wit: 

“The Annual Conference shall be composed of all the traveling 
preachers in full connection, the traveling preachers on trial being 
required to attend, and also one lay delegate for every six pastoral 
charges in each Presiding Hlder’s district, and one additional dele- 
gate for each fraction of two thirds thereof, who shall be chosen by 
the district stewards, at their annual meeting, provided: 

That no person under the age of twenty-five years, or who hag 
not been a member of the Methodist Episcopal Chureh at least five 
years next preceding the election, shall be chosen a delegate to the 
Annual Conference, 

And, provided, further, that the laity shall only be deemed to be 
delegates to the Annual Conference for and during its session next 
succeeding their election; and they shall not be included in the enu- 
meration forming the basis of ministerial delegates to the General 
Conference under Restrictive Rule number 2. 

The Annual Conference thus formed shall sit and deliberate as 
one body, the lay delegates being entitled to an equal voice in all 
matters coming before the Annual Conference, except to vote on the 
election of ministerial delegates to the General Conference, and upon 
the admission of ministers into the Annual Conference, and upon 
questions involving ministerial character. 


J. S. Smart moved to amend by strking out “ six,” 
and inserting “one lay delegate to be elected by 
the Quarterly Conference of each pastoral charge,” 
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which proposition, on motion of Homer Eaton, was May24. 
: TWENTIETH 
laid on the table. Day. 
T. L. Flood moved, as a substitute, that this plan be 
submitted to the lay members of the Church for their 
vote, which was also laid on the table. 
S. A. W. Jewett moved, as an amendment, to strike 
out “ six,” and insert “four.” 
Luke C. Queal offered the following as a substi- 
tute for the whole, which, on motion, was laid on the 
table: 
Whereas, It is desirable to secure the counsel of our wise and lib- 
eral laymen in the Annual Conferences on the financial and benevo- 


lent questions so far as they are considered in Annual Conferences; 
therefore, 

fesolved, That we recommend to the Annual Conferences to ask 
the district stewards’ committees to appoint not less than three nor 
more than five from each district, who shall be assigned to appropri- 
ate committees for consultation with the ministers, in these common 
interests. 


J. D. Taylor moved to lay the whole subject on the Whole sub- 


: i ject laid 
table, and the motion prevailed by the following vote the table, 


—ayes, 184; nays, 140. 
The following memorials were then presented: Memorials, 


ERIE. Err. 


T. L. Flood presented a paper in reference to rules Rules of 
. . order, 
of order, which was referred to the Committee on i 
Rules of Order. 


MAINE. MAINE. 


A. 8. Ladd presented a paper on temperance, which Temperance 
was referred to the Committee on Temperance. 


MICHIGAN. MicHIgan. 
P. H. Crippen presented a memorial on premiums, Premiums. 
which was referred to the Committee on the Book 
Concern. 
NEBRASKA. NEBRASKA. 
Henry T. Davis presented a memorial in relation to Pxeaiding 
Presiding Elders, which was referred to the Committee 
on Itinerancy. : 
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NEWARK. 


S. Parsons presented a memorial in reference to 1n- 
temperance, which was referred to the Committee on 
Temperance. 


TROY. 


Joseph Hillman presented a memorial on boundaries, 
which was referred to the Committee on Boundaries. 

Homer Eaton presented three memorials on the sub- 
ject of boundaries, which were referred to the Commit- 
tee on Boundaries. 

W. H. Hughes presented four memorials on bounda- 
ries, which were referred to the Committee on Bound- 
aries. 

H. M. Seely presented two memorials on bounda- 
ries, which were referred to the Committee on Bound- 
aries. 

Lorenzo Marshall presented two memorials on 
boundaries, which were referred to the Committee on 
Boundaries. ; 

J. M. Webster presented three memorials on bound- 
aries, which were referred to the Committee on Bound- 
aries. 

On motion, Conference adjourned, with the benedic- 
tion by Rev. L. M. Vernon. 


TUESDAY MORNING, MAY 25, 


Conference met at nine o’clock A. M., Bishop Peck 
presiding. 

I. A. Bradrick conducted the religious services. 

The Journal of yesterday’s session was read and ap- 
proved. 

The following changes in delegations were made: 

W. W. Brashear, of the Arkansas Conference, and 
H. A. Spencer, of the Vermont Conference, were ex- 
cused for the rest of the session, and the Committee on 
Expenses ordered to settle with them. 

John Arnold, of the North Indiana Conference, was 
excused for the rest of the session, and Daniel B. Craw- 
ford assigned his seat. 


Pay 
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Leave of absence was asked for C. Purrington, of the 
Maine Conference, but it was not granted. 

It was announced that John Armstrong, delegate of 
the Montana Conference, was present, and claiming his 
Seat. 

On account of some alleged ineligibility, on motion 
of T. B. Lemon, his case was referred to a special com- 
mittee of five. 

The Bishop subsequently announced L. C. Queal, 
Central New York; C. C. Stratton, California; K. P. 
Jervis, Genesee; O. H. Horton, Rock River; and J. W. 
Ray, South-east Indiana, as the committee. 

On motion, Rev. William Herr, of the Cincinnati 
Conference, was invited to a seat on the platform. 

A. Shinkle presented Report No. V of the Commit- 
tee on the Book Concern, which was. received, and, on 
motion, the Conference proceeded to the election of 
Book Agents at New York. 

D. W. C. Huntington nominated John M. Phillips 
and Sandford Hunt. 

Conference having cast its ballot, the tellers retired. 

On motion, the Conference proceeded to the election 
of Book Agents of the Western Book Concern. 

The following nominations were made: 

S. A. W. Jewett nominated Luke Hitchcock, W. H. 
Hunter nominated Francis M. Chaffee, Emory Miller 
nominated William M. Doughty, L. N. Wheeler nom- 
inated William P. Stowe, H.W. Key nominated John M. 
Walden, I. W. Joyce nominated M. H. Mendenhall, 
P. S. Donelson nominated Leroy A. Belt, W. M. Meek 
nominated C. W. Rowland. John H. Cameron and 
Jacob B. Graw were also nominated. 

The ballot having been completed, the tellers re- 
tired. 

The chair announced the vote for Book Agents at 
New York as follows: 

Whole number of votes cast, 332; necessary to a 
choice, 167. 

Of which number John M. Phillips received 318, and 
Sandford Hunt 302, and they were declared elected. 

The election of an editor of Haus und Herd was then 
ordered. 
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A. Shinkle nominated Henry Liebhart; H. G. Lich 
nominated E, F. Stroeter. 

The Conference having cast its ballot, the tellers 
retired. 

The order of election being suspended, it was ordered 
to elect the Treasurer of the Missionary Society, and 
also the Treasurer of the Tract Society. 

John M. Reid nominated John M. Phillips as Treas- 
urer of the Missionary Society, and Sandford Hunt as 
Treasurer of the Tract Society. 

On motion, the Secretary was ordered to cast the 
ballot of the Conference as indicated, which, being 
done, they were declared elected. 

Sandford Hunt presented the following papers, which 
were received, and ordered to be printed: 


To the General Conference of the Methodist Episcopal Church : 


DEAR FaTHERS AND BRETHREN: In response to your direction to 
report the necessity for and expense of assistant editors, we respect- 
fully report that there are two assistant editors of the kind named: 
one for the Christian Advocate, and one employed in connection 
with the Sunday-School Union and Tract Society. The salary of the 
Assistant Hditor of the Christian Advocate is $3,500. The salary of 
the Assistant Editor of Sunday-schools and Tracts is $1,750. The 
necessity of their assistance arises from the fact that one editor, in 
our judgment, cannot perform the work required in the departments 
named. 

Respectfully yours, 
Puitiies & Hunt. 


PAID DURING THE QUADRENNIUM. 


Delegates to Corresponding bodies and committees: 


INCE YEON) Wage 6 Benen acdc sininigs! sehe'e' $1,346 61 
Cincinnati an steiciaelaars 2 igs aieiolareve atetiars 5 Re TAS S25) 
” $1,459 86 
Judicial Conferences ; 
ING Wwe WOrkee moicncs ware ais aceisinarares afalistels A $554 24 
Cincinnali....... nOTOBS sien cleieletelctetsrensiare - 1,428 38 
Pree aireee | 1082 162 
Book Committee: 
New York ..... gitle's/sivie's el eleinsloeleisiniciciela aro OnOS 
Cineinmata. Vetoicte ce siaicle se sre snide science me a0 2EO8 
— 6,217 66 
Wotal PS tcc etee eee ee. $9,660 14 


-Puinuies & Hunt, 
Hitcucock & WALDEN. 


The General Conference having requested an ac- 
count of the expenses of the General Missionary Com- 
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mittee, John M. Reid presented the following item 
from the report of J. M. Phillips, Treasurer of the 
Missionary Society: 

‘“‘Expenses of the General Missionary Committee, $3,618 07.” 


The chair announced the following vote for editor of 
Haus und Herd: 

Whole number of votes cast, 305; necessary to a 
choice, 153, 

Of which number Henry Liebhart received 160, and 
was declared elected. 

He also announced the following vote for Book 
Agents of the Western Book Concern: 

Whole number of votes cast, 366; necessary to a 
choice, 184. 

Of which number John M. Walden received 230, and 
was declared elected. 

Another ballot was ordered for an additional Agent 
of the Western Book Concern. 

The ballot having been completed, the tellers retired. 

On motion of J. M. Buckley, the order of the day 
was taken up, and the Report of the Committee on the 
Ecclesiastical Code was presented, and ordered to be 
considered item by item. 

Pending the consideration of the report, the tellers 
returned, and the chair announced the result of the 
second ballot for Book Agent of the Western Book 
Concern as follows: 

Whole number of votes, 346; necessary to a choice, 
174. 

No one having received a majority, a third ballot 
was ordered. 

The third ballot haying been cast, the tellers 
retired. 

The tellers returning, the chair announced the result 
of the third ballot for Agent of the Western Book 
Concern as follows: 

Whole number of votes, 340; necessary to a choice, 
a hfe 

No one having received a majority, a fourth ballot 
was ordered, and it was immediately taken, and the 
tellers retired. 
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The consideration of the Report on the Ecclesiastical 
Code was resumed, and items 1 and 2 were adopted; 
item 8, down to proceedings concerning Presiding El- 
ders, was read. 

L. D. White moved, as a substitute for all relating 
to counsel, the following, which was lost: 


After the words ‘‘ not less than five nor more than nine elders,” in- 
sert, ‘and shall appoint an elder to represent the Church; and if the 
accused desire, shall appoint an elder to conduct the defense. But 
if the accused provide his own counsel, such counsel shall be a mem- 
ber of the Annual! Conference.” 


L. C. Queal moved to recommit this item, which 
motion did not prevail. 

On motion of W. Swindells, the previous question 
was ordered, and the item, as far as read, was adopted. 

Bishop Andrews called attention to the following 
paper, as an addition to rule 13: 


‘‘ Hither to oppose the motion, to lay the report on the table: or, 
this permission not having been used, to close the debate on the mo- 
tion to adopt.” 


On motion of George W. Woodruff, the item sug- 
gested was adopted, as an addition to the 13th rule of 
order. 

The chair announced the result of the fourth ballot 
for Agent of the Western Book Concern as follows: 

Whole number of votes, 339; necessary to a choice, 
170. 

Of which number William P. Stowe received 234, 
and was declared elected. 

The call of committees for reports was made as fol- 
lows: 

Committee on Episcopacy presented Reports Nos. V, 
WViEV IL Vilth, XxX Xd: Xi. 

Committee on Itinerancy, Reports Nos. V, VI, VII, 
VIII, LX, X; and also minority report to No. X. 

Committee on Missions, Reports Nos. VIII, IX, X. 

Committee on Education, Reports Nos. V, VI. 

Committee on Revisals, Reports Nos. H, II, IV. 

Committee on Sunday-Schools and Tracts, Reports 
NostVee Vil: 

Committee on Church Extension, Report No. IV. 
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Committee on Book Concern, Reports Nos. VI, VIII, 
1X, Xe, 

Committee on Lay Representation, Report No. IL. 

Committee on State of the Church, Reports Nos. II, 
PED aL Via 

Committee on Temperance, Report No. IL. 

Committee on the Judiciary, Report No. V. 

Committee on Scandinavian Work, Report No. I. 

Committee on Temporal Economy, Reports Nos. II, 
Ii. 

Bishop Simpson asked the Conference to decide 
whether in a report containing resolutions acted on 
seriatim the committee should have ten minutes on 
each resolution, or only on the final action on the 
report. 

On motion of F. 8. Hoyt, it was decided that the 
committee should select when to use the time, but 
would be entitled only to ten minutes on the whole 
report. 

Bishop Simpson presented a Report from Alexander 
E. Gibson, Fraternal Delegate to the Methodist Prot- 
estant Church, which was received and ordered to be 
printed. [See Appendia, 32, page 510. ] 

On motion of W. J. Paxson, it was ordered that when 
the Conference adjourns it adjourn to meet in Wesley 
Chapel this evening at half past seven o’clock. 

On motion of J. M. Buckley, the further considera- 
tion of the pending Report was made the order of the 
day for this evening, immediately after the reading of 
the Journal. 

The Conference adjourned, the benediction being pro- 
nounced by Daniel Curry. 


TUESDAY EVENING, MAY 25, 


Conference met, pursuant to adjournment, in Wesley 
Chapel, at half past seven o’clock P. M., Bishop War- 
ren presiding. 

Religious services were conducted by Thomas B. 
Lemon. 

The Journal of the morning session was read and ap- 
proved. 
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G. I. Seney was excused from further attendance 
upon the session, and Samuel Booth assigned his 
place. ' 

On motion of J. M. Buckley, the order of the day, 
the consideration of the Report of the Committee on 
the Ecclesiastical Code, was taken up. 

That part of item 3 relating to the trial of a Presid- 
ing Elder was read. 

On motion of G. 8. Hare, that part of the item 
adopted this morning was reconsidered. 

G. 8. Hare moved to strike out the word “the” and 
insert “‘an” before the words Annual Conference, but 
the motion did not prevail. 

On motion of L. H. King, the previous question was 
ordered, and the item was adopted. 

Item 4 was adopted. 

On motion of J. M. Buckley, item 8 was reconsid- 
ered. 

On motion, the item was amended, striking out the 
last clause in regard to counsel, and, as amended, was 
adopted. 

Item 5 was read and adopted. 

Item 6 was read. 

R. A. Caruthers moved to lay the item on the satble, 
but the motion did not prevail. 

J. S. Boreman moved to insert, after the words “ the 
Conference,” “the testimony shall be reduced to writ- 
ing, and signed by the witnesses.” The motion pre- 
vailed, and the item as amended was adopted. 

Items 7 and 8 were severally read and adopted. 
Item 9 was read. 

J. P. Newman moved, as an amendment, “the doe- 
trines of the Methodist Episcopal Church as contained 
in our Discipline.” 

John Lanahan moved, as an additional amendment 
thereto, “and our Catechism.” 

On motion of F. M. Chaffee, the previous question 
was ordered, the amendments did not prevail, and the 
item was adopted. 

Item 10 was read. 

T. N. Boyle moved to lay thé item on the table, but 
the motion did not prevail. 
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On motion of John Lanahan, the previous question 
was ordered, and the item was adopted. 

On motion,-the Conference adjourned, the benedic- 
tion being pronounced by L. C. Matlack. 


WEDNESDAY MORNING, MAY 26, 


The Conference met at nine o’clock A. M., Bishop 
Foss presiding. 

C. O. Fisher conducted the religious services. 

The Journal of last evening’s session was read and 
approved. 

The rules being suspended for that purpose, J. M. 
Reid nominated John M. Walden, as Assistant Treas- 
urer of the Missionary Society, and Daniel Denham, 
Jun., as Treasurer of the Sunday-School Union. 

On motion, the Secretary was instructed to cast the 
ballot of the Conference in accordance with the nomi- 
nations, which, having been done, they were declared 
elected. 5 

By consent, J. M. Reid presented a memorial con- 
cerning changes in Ritual from South America, and it 
was referred to the Committee on Revisals. 

On motion, the rules being suspended, Louis Appel, 
of the Chicago German Conference, on account of sick- 
ness in his family, was excused from further attendance. 

Isaac N. Hall, of the Vermont Conference, was not 
excused. 

Larkin C. Deshazo, of the Mississippi Conference, 
and Joseph D. Stubbs, of the North Ohio Conference, 
were excused on account of sickness, for the rest of the 
session. 

Stephen Barker, of the New York Conference, and 
G. M. Shoop, of the Central Pennsylvania Conference, 
were excused for the rest of the session, satisfactory 
reasons having been given to the Conference. 

K. O. Stannard, of the Saint Louis Conference, was 
excused, atid J. H. Cameron assigned his seat. 

Christian A. Loeber, of the Chicago German Confer- 
ence, was excused, and G. 8. Mulfinger assigned his 
seat. 
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J. M. Walden moved, the rules being suspended, that 
Tuesday, June 1, be fixed upon as the day of final ad- 
journment of te Conference. 

W. J. Paxson moved to amend, by inserting Friday, 
May 28, at twelve o’clock M. 

O. H. Warren offered the following substitute for 
the whole: 


Whereas, We have instructed all our Committees to make their final 
reports on or before the morning of May 27; therefore, 

Resolved, That the General Conference will continue in session un- 
til all the reports are formally disposed of. 


The previous question being ordered, the substitute, 
the amendment, and the original motion, were lost. 

J. M. Buckley moved, that the rules be suspended to 
take up the Report on the Ecclesiastical Code, which 
motion prevailed. 

On motion, the report was then considered. 

Item 11 was read and adopted. Item 12 was read 
and adopted. Item 13 was read and adopted. Item 14 
was read and adopted. Item 15 was read. 

B. A. Stubbins offered the following substitute for 
paragraphs 220 and 221 of the Discipline, which, on 
motion of 8. Mower, was laid on the table: 


NEGLECT AND IMPRUDENCE. 


4] 220. When members of our Church habitually neglect the public 
means of grace, such as the public worship of God, the Supper of the 
Lord, class-meetings, and prayer-meetings; or are chargeable with 
imprudent conduct, such as indulging sinful tempers or words, the 
making, buying, getting, or using intoxicating liquors as a beverage, 
or encouraging the traffic therein, playing at games of chance, dane- 
ing, patronizing dancing-schools, attending ‘dancing- -parties, theaters, 
horse-races, circuses, or taking such other amusements as are obvi- 
ously of questionable moral tendency, or willful neglect or refusal to 
contribute according to ability to the financial support of the minis- 
try of the Gospel, or disobedience to the order and Discipline of the 
Church; first, let private reproof be given by a preacher, or leader, 
or steward, and if there be proper humiliation, the person may be 
borne with. But if the neglect be continued, or the imprudent con- 
duct repeated, the preacher or leader may take one or two discreet 
members of the Church, and if there be no sign of real humiliation, 
or if, after this, the offenses are continued, let him who has charge 
of the cireuit or station bring their case before the Society, or a com- 
mittee of not less than five, before whom they shall have been cited 
to appear. And, if they be found willfully guilty by a decision of a 
majority of the members before whom the case is brought, let them 
be expelled. 


And, on motion, item 15 was then adopted. 
Item 16 was read, 
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B. A. Stubbins offered the following amendment, 
which was adopted: 


Insert after the word “tendency,” in paragraph 221, “ willful neg- 
lect or refusal to contribute according to their ability to the financial 
support of the gospel ministry.” 


The previous question being called, the item, as 
amended, was adopted. 

Item 17 was read and adopted. Item 18 was read 
and adopted. 

G. L. Curtiss offered the following amendment to the 
report, which was adopted: 


Insert a new paragraph in words following, namely: ‘In all cases 
requiring the accused member to be expelled, the preacher in charge 
shall pronounce the sentence of expulsion.” 


William Swindells offered the following amendment, 
which was also adopted: 


Amend paragraph 237, by adding after the words “ submitted in the 
ease,” the following, ‘or certified copies thereof;” and after the last 
line insert, ‘‘ And further, when the case of any preacher who has 
been suspended or expelled is remanded for a new trial, the accused 
shall be suspended from all ministerial services until the next session 
of the Annual Conference.” 


On motion, the report, as amended, was adopted as 
follows: 


The Committee on the Ecclesiastical Code respectfully submit the 
following report: 

Having carefully examined and analyzed the existing provisions 
for the administration of Discipline, your Committee are of the opin- 
ion that while they are substantially correct and sufficient, they 
may be improved by a few additions, omissions, and alterations. 

These they herewith present for the consideration, and, if ap- 
proved, for the adoption, of the General Conference: 

In paragraph 200 strike out, ‘‘ When a Bishop is chargeable with ;” 
strike out, “a Presiding Elder;” and insert, ‘‘In case of;” also, 
“the Presiding Elder within whose district the offense occurs,” so 
that the whole paragraph shall read as follows: 

“Tn case of imprudent conduct, the Presiding Elder within whose 
district the offense occurs shall take with him two traveling elders, 
and shall admonish the Bishop so offending.” 

“Tn case of a second offense, one of the Bishops, together with 
three traveling elders, shall call upon him, and reprehend and admon- 
ish him. If he still persist in his imprudence, he shall then be tried 
in the manner ordered in paragraphs 198, 199.” 

We propose to insert a new paragraph after the above, as fol- 
lows: 

“In case the alleged immorality or imprudence has been com- 
mitted without the bounds of any district, the Presiding Elder with- 
in the bounds of whose district the Bishop may reside shall pro- 
ceed as herein before specified.” 
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We propose, also, a new paragraph, to follow the above, to read: 

“When a Bishop disseminates, publicly or privately, doctrines 
which are contrary to our Articles of Religion, or established stand- 
ards of doctrine, the same process shall be observed as directed in 
paragraphs 198, 199.” 

We propose a new paragraph to follow the above: ; 

“The President shall, at the commencement of the trial, appoint 
a secretary, who shall take regular minutes of the trial, and of all 
the evidence in the case, which, when read and approved, shall be 
signed by the president and secretary.” 

We propose to add to paragraph 201 the following words, namely : 
“ And in case of an appeal, the minutes of the trial, and all the docu- 
ments relating to the case, including the charges and specifications, 
shall be transmitted to the ensuing General Conference, which min- 
utes and documents only shall be used in evidence in the trial of 
the appeal.” 

Alter paragraph 203 by striking out of the preamble, “an elder, 
deacon, or preacher,” and inserting, ‘‘a member of an Annual Con- 
ference.” 

Alter section 1 by inserting ‘‘session,” striking out ‘ let,” striking 
out ‘‘in the absence of a Bishop,” inserting “ shall,” striking out ‘as 
many,” striking out “as he shall think fit, at least five,” inserting 
“not less than five, nor more than nine,” striking out ‘ ministers,” 
and inserting “elders,” striking out “ investigation,” and inserting 
“examination,” striking out ‘‘if the person be clearly convicted,” 
and inserting “if the charge be sustained,” inserting in the last 
sentence, ‘‘not less than five, nor more than nine,” striking out 
“from within the bounds,” so that the preamble and section 1 of 
paragraph 203 shall read thus: 

“a 203. When a member of an Annual Conference is under report 
of being guilty of some crime expressly forbidden in the word of 
God, sufficient to exclude a person from the kingdom of grace and 
glory: : 

“S J. In the interval of the Annual Conference sessions a Presid- 
ing Klder shall call not less than five, nor more than nine, mem- 
bers of the Conference, to investigate the case, and, if possible, 
bring the accused and accuser face to face, and cause a correct 
record of the examination to be kept and transmitted to the An- 
nual Conference. If the charge be sustained he shall be suspended 
from all ministerial services and Church privileges until the en- 
suing Annual Conference, at which his case shall be fully considered 
and determined. 

““S 2. But if the accused be a Presiding Elder, three of the senior 
preachers of his district shall inquire into the character of the re- 
port, and if they judge it necessary, call in the Presiding Elder of 
any adjoining district, who shall appoint a committee of not less than 
five, nor more than nine, elders of the Annual Conference of which 
the accused is a member, to investigate the case, and he shall also 
preside at the examination.” 

Strike out section 2, and insert in its place: 

‘“§ 3, If the accused, after due notice given him, shall refuse or 
negiect to appear before the committee, the investigation shall pro- 
ceed in his absence.” 

Strike out section 3, and insert in its place the following: 

“S 4. A supernumerary or superannuated preacher, residing with- 
out the bounds of his own Conference, shall be subject to the inves- 
tigation prescribed in paragraph 203, under the authority of the Pre- 
siding Elder of the district within which he resides. But in such ease 
all the papers, including the record of the investigation, charges, 
evidence, and findings shall be transmitted to the Annual Confer- 
ence of which the accused is a member, at its ensuing session, on 
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which papers and such other evidence as may be admitted, the case May 26. 
shall be finally determined.” Twenvy- 

“S$ 5. If in any of the foregoing cases counsel has not been ap- S=conp))ay. 
pointed for the Church, or for the accused, the Presiding Elder Report on 
shall have power to appoint counsel for both, or for either.” eyeres 

After paragraph 204 strike out, ‘ preferred at,” and insert, “ be tried 
by the Conference,” strike out ‘‘ the case may be referred to a com- 
mittee in the presence of a Presiding Elder, or a member appointed 
by the Bishop in his stead,” and insert “an elder may be appointed 
by the Bishop as a commissioner to take testimony, so that the whole 
paragraph shall read thus: 

‘“Tf the charge be tried by the Conference, an elder may be ap- 
pointed by the Bishop as a commissioner to take testimony, who 
shall cause a faithful record of the proceedings and testimony to be 
laid before the Conference, the testimony to be reduced to writing, 
and signed by the witnesses, on which, with such other evidence as 
may be admitted, the case shall be decided.” 

Paragraph 205, first sentence, strike out, ‘‘ reprehended,” and insert 
“admonished,” so that the sentence, as amended, shall read: “In 
cases of improper temper, words, or actions, the person so offending 
shall be admonished by his senior in office.” 

In paragraph 206 strike out “let,” and insert “ shall,” so that the 
sentence shall read: ‘The Presiding Elder shall appoint.” 

In paragraph 207 strike out ‘‘ holds and,” and insert ‘ or established 
standards of doctrine,” so that the paragraph, as amended, shall 
read as follows: 

“When a minister or preacher disseminates, publicly or privately, 
doctrines which are contrary to our Articles of Religion, or estab- 
lished standards of doctrine, let the same process be observed pre- 
scribed in paragraph 203, § 1, 2,3; but if the minister or preacher so 
offending do solemnly engage not to disseminate such erroneous doc- 
trines, in public or in private, he shall be borne with till his case be 
laid before the next Annual Conference, which shall determine the 
matter.” 

Strike out paragraph 208, and insert after paragraph 180 a new 
paragraph, as follows: 

“ When a traveling preacher is so unacceptable, inefficient, or sec- 
ular, as to be no longer useful in his work, the Conference may re- 
quest him to ask a location, and if he shall refuse to comply with the 
request, the Conference shall bear with him till the session next en- 
suing, at which time, if he shall persist in his refusal, the Conference ~ 
may, without formal trial, locate him, without his consent, by a vote 
of two thirds of the members present and voting.” 

Strike out paragraph 210, and insert in its place: 

In case of alleged mal-administration : 

§ 1. A minister or preacher shall be answerable to his Conference 
on the charge of corrupt, negligent, or partisan administration, but 
not for errors in judgment. 

§ 2. Errors or defects in judicial proceedings shall be duly con- 
sidered when presented on appeal. But errors of law, made by a 
Presiding Elder, in eases of appeal to a Quarterly Conference, are 
to be corrected on appeal to the president of the next Annual Con- 
ference. 

“& 3. Errors of administration, not connected with judicial pro- 
ceedings, may be presented to the Annual Conference, which may 
order just and suitable remedies, when the rights of members of the 
Chureh have been effected.” 

Alter the last sentence of paragraph 211 by inserting in fourth line 
“one of,” striking out “elder,” and inserting ‘‘elders,” and striking 
out “having charge of the preachers complained of,” so that the 
last sentence may read thus: 
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“Or the Annual Conference may, when a case cannot be tried 
during the session, for want of testimony, refer it to one of the Pre- 
siding Elders, who shall proceed as directed in paragraph 203, sec- 
tions 1, 2, and 3.” 

After paragraph 211, add a new paragraph, as follows: 

“Tn no case, either of the investigation, or of the trial, of a preach- 
er, shall any person act as counsel who is not a member of an An- 
nual Conference.” 

Alter paragraph 215 by striking out ‘‘reprehended” and inserting 
“admonished;” strike out “friends” and insert ‘members of the 
Church;”’ so that the paragraph, as amended, shall read thus: 

“In case of improper tempers, words, and actions, the person so 
offending shall be admonished by the preacher having charge. Should 
a second transgression take place, one, two, or three members of the 
Church are to be taken as witnesses. If he be not then cured, he 
shall be tried at the next District or Quarterly Conference, and, if 
found guilty and impenitent, he shall be expelled from the Church.” 

Paragraph 219, strike out “ evade a trial, by absenting himself 
after sufficient notice given him,” and insert, “after sufficient notice 
given him, shall refuse or neglect to appear before the committee ;” 
so that the whole paragraph shall read: 

“Tf the accused person, after sufficient notice given him, shall re- 
fuse or neglect to appear before the committee, he may be tried in 
his absence, and, if found guilty, he shall be expelled.” 

Paragraph 220, strike out, in section 2, “a select number,” and 
insert ‘‘a committee of not less than five;” so that the whole will 
read: 

_ “Tf they do not amend, let him who has the charge of the circuit 
or station bring their case before the society, or a committee of not 
less than five, before which they shall haye been cited to appear; 
and, if they be found guilty of willful neglect by a decision of a ma- 
jority of the members before whom the case is brought, let them be 
excluded.” 

Paragraph 221, in fourth line from end, strike out “ faithful 
friends,” and insert ‘discreet members of the Church.” 

And also after the word * beverage” insert “signing petitions in 
favor of granting license for the sale of intoxicating liquors; becom- 
ing bondsmen for persons engaged in such traffic; renting property 
as the place in or on which to manufacture or sell intoxicating 
liquors.” 

Paragraph 229, strike out “trial,” and insert ‘ case.” 

Insert a new paragraph: ‘In all cases requiring the accused mem- 
ber to be expelled, the preacher in charge shall pronounce the sen- 
tence of expulsion.” 

Add to paragraph 235: “When said Conference shall have as- 
sembled it shall be competent to try appeals from any Conference 
conveniently near, which may be presented to it, due notice having 
been given to all concerned.” 

Add to paragraph 237, after the words “‘submitted in the case,” 
the following, ‘‘or certified copies thereof;” and after the last line 
insert, ‘and when the case of any preacher, who has been suspended 
or expelled, is remanded for a new trial, the accused shall be sus- 
pended from all ministerial services until the next session of the 
Annual Conference.” 

Paragraph 244, strike out “because of local prejudice.” 


L. C. Queal presented the following Report of the 
Special Committee in the case of John Armstrong, 
which was read: 
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Your Committee, to whom was referred the matter of Rev. John 
Armstrong, claimant uf u seat in this body as delegate from Montana 
Conference, beg leave to report: 

1. They find that Rey. John Armstrong was duly elected delegate 
by said Conference, and Rey. Hugh Duncan was elected alternate: 

2. They find that said Armstrong has traveled four full years, as 
required by the Discipline. 

3. They find that he was detained from his seat at the opening of 
this Conference by sickness, and that no arrangement was made be- 
tween him and the alternate under which the alternate should oc- 
cupy the seat. 

They, therefore, report that Rev. John Armstrong is entitled to 
sit as the delegate from Montana Conference. 


C. C. Stratton offered the following as a substitute 
- for the Report, which was read: 


Whereas, The Discipline requires that a delegate to the General 
Conference shall have traveled four full calendar years from the time 
of entering the traveling connection; and, 

Whereas, The words “from the time,” in corresponding portions 
of the Discipline, imply consecutive years of service; and, 

Whereas, John Armstrong has not served for four consecutive 
years as a traveling preacher previous to the session of this Con- 
ference; therefore, 

Resolved, That, on this ground, he is not entitled to a seat in this 
General Conference; and, : 

Whereas, If the fragmentary terms of service of John Armstrong, 
previous to the time of his leaving his work, be added together, he 
still had not traveled four full calendar years previous to leaving his 
work during the current year; therefore, 

Resolved, That, on this ground, he is not entitled to his seat; and, 

Whereas, John Armstrong has been absent from his work since 
about August 10, 1879, without the consent of his Presiding Elder; 
and. 

Whereas, On account of this absence the interests of an important 
charge have been greatly damaged ; therefore, 

Resolved, That his term of service since August 10 should not be 
added to the previous fragments of his term in order to complete the 
required four full calendar years; and, 

Whereas, Hugh Duncan has unquestioned credentials as a reserve 
delegate; and, : 

Whereas, He has been in his seat continuously from the opening 
of the session, attending to all the duties of a delegate; therefore, 

Resolved, That Hugh Duncan be continued in his seat, and author- 
jzed to draw the amount of his traveling and other expenses. 


On motion of G. W. Woodruff, the Bishop presiding 
at the Conference at the time of the election was in- 
vited to make a statement to this Conference. 

Bishop Merrill then stated the circumstances, as un- 
derstood by him at the time. 

John Lanahan moved as a substitute that the whole 
subject be referred to the Committee on the Judiciary, 


but the motion did not prevail. 
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On motion of Alpha J. Kynett, the previous ques- 
tion was ordered, and the resolutions were read, 
and the substitute offered by Charles C. Stratton 


adopted. 

G. S. Hare movefl to take up reports Nos. I, II, 
and IV, of the Committee on Education, which had 
been made the order of the day for ten o’clock this 
morning. 

John Lanahan moved to amend by including the re- 
port of the Committee on Centennial. 

S. Parsons moved as a substitute, to take up the re- 
port of the Committee on Church Extension, which 
had been made the order of the day on yesterday, and 
the motion prevailed. 

Report No. I of the Committee on Church Exten- 


sion was read, and, on motion, adopted, as follows: 


Resolved, That the Discipline be amended as follows: 

Paragraph 288. (1.) from the third line of the paragraph strike 
out the words ‘‘and Presiding Elders.” Also, at the seventh line, 
strike out the words, ‘‘ Recording Secretary, Corresponding.” 

(2.) Insert in the twelfth line of the paragraph, after the words 
“ convened at any time,” the words, “ The Presiding Elders shall be 
ex-officio members of the Conference Board, anda standing committee 
ou apportioning amounts asked of the Conference.” 

(8.) At the end of the paragraph strike out the word ‘‘ thereof,” and 
insert the words, “ of the Couference Board, soon after the adjourn- 
ment of Conference,” so that the whole paragraph shall read as fol- 
lows: 

‘““@ 288. Each Annual Conference shall, on the nomination of the 
presiding Bishop, appoint a Conference Board of Church Extension, 
composed of equal numbers of ministers and laymen, consisting of 
a President, Vice-President, Secretary, and Treasurer, and not less 
than three nor more than seven additional members, so located that 
a quorum thereof may be convened at any time. The Presiding Eld- 
ers shall be ex-officio members of the Conference Board, and a stand- 
ing committee on apportioning amounts asked of the Conference. The 
Secretary of the Conference shall notify the Corresponding Secretary 
of the Parent Board of the name and post-office address of each mem- 
ber of the Conference Board, soon after the adjournment of the Con- 
ference. 

2. From paragraph 289 strike out all after the word ‘“ Conference,” 
in the fifth line, and insert other words, so as to read: 

“47 289. The Conference Board shall be auxiliary to the Parent 
Board, and shall, under its direction, have charge of all the work of 
Church extension within the Conference. The Presiding Elders 
shall, as a committee on apportionments, distribute for collection 
the amount asked of the Conference among the several districts and 
pastoral charges, with due regard to their circumstances and abil- 
ity; and notify each pastor and Quarterly Conference early in the 
year of the amount of their apportionment, and report the result to 
the Annual Conference.” 

3. That paragraph 287 be amended, so as to read as follows: 
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@ 287. The Board shall publish quarterly, or oftener, full informa- 
tion concerning its work, and shall submit to the General Confer- 
ence a report of its proceedings for the preceding four years, and of 
the state of its funds.” 


Report No. HI was read, and considered seriatim. 
Item 1 was read. 

Homer Eaton moved to strike out “ the amount asked 
for each of our benevolent causes,” which motion was 
laid on the table. 

J. S. Smart moved to lay the whole item on the table, 
which did not prevail. 

John Lanahan moved that only the cash received 
shall be reported, which motion prevailed. 

The item as amended was adopted. Item 2 wasread 
and adopted. Item 3 was read. 

Pending the consideration of this item the rules were, 
on motion, suspended. 

Memorials were presented as follows: 


SAINT LOUIS. 


Wm. Stephens presented a memorial on the subject 
of a colored Conference, which was referred to the 
Committee on Boundaries. 


TROY. 


Homer Eaton presented a memorial on boundaries, 
which was referred to the Committee on Boundaries. 

William H. Hughes presented a memorial on bound- 
aries, which was referred to the Committee on Bound- 
aries. 

Samuel M’Kean presented a memorial on bound- 
aries, which was referred to the Committee on Bound- 
aries. 

Bishop Hurst presented the Report of Drew Theo- 
logical Seminary, which was received and ordered to be 
printed in the Journal of the General Conference. 
[See Appendix, 60, page 639.] 

G. S. Hare moved that when we adjourn it be to 
meet at three o’clock P.M. 

W. R. Goodwin moved to strike out three P.M., 
and insert half past seven P.M. 
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On motion of John Lanahan, the whole subject was 
laid on the table. 

On motion, the Conference adjourned, the benedic- 
tion being pronounced by W. L. Hypes. 


, 


THURSDAY MORNING, MAY 27, 


The Conference met at nine o’clock, Bishop Hurst 
in the chair. 

G. J. Judkins conducted the religious services. 

The Journal of yesterday’s session was read and ap- 
proved. 

Bishop Simpson introduced Rev. J. E. Twitchell, 
D.D., Fraternal Delegate from the National Council of 
the Congregational Church. 

He also presented a Fraternal Letter from the Evan- 
gelical Lutheran Church of the United States, which, 
on motion of Joseph Cummings, was referred to the 
Committee on Fraternal Correspondence. 

The rules being suspended, A. Shinkle, from the 
Committee on the Book Concern, presented Reports 
Nos) ii TVGY © anda iE 

Report No. VII was laid on the table in order to be 
printed. 

Report No. IV of the Committee on the Book Con- 
cern was considered as follows: 


Your Committee on the Book Concern, having had under consid- 
eration the condition of the Pacific Christian Advocate, published in 
Portland, Oregon, and the need of the territory wherein it circu- 
lates, submit the following, Report No. IV: 

Resolved, 1. That the Book Agents at New York be directed to ap- 
propriate a sum not exceeding twenty-five hundred dollars, ($2,500,) 
to pay the indebtedness of the Pacific Christian Advocate; provided, 
that the said twenty-five hundred dollars shall release the Book 
Concern from all further obligations. 

. Resolved, 2. That they be further directed to release, make over, 
and donate to the Publishing Committee of the Pacitic Christian Ad- 
vocate, for the benefit of the Methodist Hpiscopal Church within its 
patronizing territory, all their right, title, and interest in the assets 
of said paper, such as building, type, material, book accounts, ete. 

Resolved, 3. That the Pacific Christian Advocate be discontinued 
as a General Conference paper. 


P. M. Starr moved, as an amendment to the report, 
the following: To strike out all that relates to donat- 
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ing the property to the Publishing Committee and dis- 
continuing the paper, and, “ That the Pacific Christian 
Advocate be continued at an expense of not more than 
four hundred dollars a year,” but the motion to amend 
did not prevail. 

The Report, as submitted, was then adopted. 

Report No. VI was read. 

John Lanahan moved to amend by striking out 
$1,000 and inserting $500, which, on motion of A. M. 
Hough, was laid on the table, and the report adopted, 
as follows: 


Your Committee on the Book Concern, to whom was referred the 
Report of the Publishing Committee at San Francisco, beg leave to 
submit the following, Report No. VI. 

Your committee recommend, 

1. That the California Christian Advocate be published hereafter 
at San Francisco by the Agents at New York, under the direction of 
the General Book Committee, with a local committee at San Fran- 
cisco. 

2. That the Book Agents at New York be authorized to remit 
seven thousand three hundred and forty-five dollars and forty-six 
cents ($7,345 46) for the purpose of paying the indebtedness of the 
said Advocate, and also, not exceeding one thousand dollars per 
annum thereafter, to aid in its publication during the quadrennium. 


On motion of 8. Hunt, a committee of three was 
ordered to adapt the Discipline to the Report of the 
Committee on the Book Concern. 

Bishop Harris announced the following as the com- 
mittee: Sandford Hunt, F. 8S. Hoyt, and W. S. Pren 
tice. 

Bishop Simpson introduced to the Conference the 
Rey. Bishop Weaver, of the United Brethren Church. 

The following changes were made in delegations: 

C. Studebaker, of the North-west Indiana Confer- 
ence; Thomas J. M’Elheney, of the Central New York 
Conference; Isaac N. Hall, of the Vermont Confer- 
ence, under a reconsideration of the vote of yesterday, 
by which he was not excused; John A. Mann, of the 
Austin Conference; W. H. Curry, of the West Wis- 
consin Conference; L. M. Murphy, of the Saint Louis 
Conference, on account of sickness, were excused for 
the rest of the session. 

The expenses of W. H. Curry were ordered to be 
paid. 
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A. N. Craft presented the following, which was, on 
motion, adopted: 


Whereas, Rev. A. 8. Dobbs, D.D., of the Erie Conference, was 
tried and acquitted by the Court of Appeal, and some of his papers, 
which are in the hands of the Secretary, are of value to him in the 
settlement of an estate; therefore, 

Resolved, That the Secretary be instructed to return said papers 
to him at Charleston, South Carolina. 


W. Swindells moved to take up Report No. I of 
the Committee on Education. John Lanahan moved 
to amend by taking up also the Report of the Com- 
mittee on the Centennial, and consider both reports at 
once, and the motion prevailed. 

Both Reports were read, as follows: 


REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION, NO. I. 


Your Committee have carefully considered the memorial of the 
Educational Convention asking for the appointment of a Centennial 
Educational Commission, and would respectfully recommend: 

That the General Conference order and provide for a general Cen- 
tennial effort, to be made by all our people during the coming quad- 
rennium, in commemoration of the approaching close of the first 
century in the history of our Church, to promote the cause of educa- 
tion; and that the enterprise embrace the following particulars: 

1. To secure a proper control of all the schools of every grade that 
shall be recognized as belonging to the Methodist Episcopal Church. 

2. To secure a liberal endowment of all these institutions. 

3. To guard as far as possible against the loss or pecuniary embar- 
rassment of any such institution. 

4, To enlarge the funds under the charge of the Board of Educa- 
tion devoted to the assistance of needy students. 

To carry out these provisions we would further recommend that 
the Board of Education be appointed a ‘‘ CuNTENNIAL COMMISSION,” 
and that this Commission have full power to provide plans and means 
for the above purposes, and to carry them into execution. 


REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON CENTENNIAL, NO, I. 


The Centennial Committee having met and attended to the duty 
assigned them, beg leave to make the following report: 

1. They recommend that the year 1884 be observed as the centen- 
nial of the organization of the Methodist Episcopal Church. 

2. That this General Conference order the appointment of a Com- 
mission, such appointment to be made by the Bishops, of one from 
each General Conference District, who shall make all needful ar- 
rangements for carrying out the observance of the Centennial 
throughout the entire Church. 

3. That the Centennial gifts of the Church be made for the follow- 
ing objects : 

(1.) Education. 

(2.) The extinguishment of Church debts. 
ve Fund for superannuates., 

4.) Missions. 

(5.) Home evangelization. 

4, That $10,000,000 be the minimum sum to be asked for jn be- 
half of the before-mentioned enterprises of the Church. 
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5. That each pastor throughout the entire Church be requested to 
prepare and preach a special Centennial sermon on each of the be- 
nevolent causes recommended in this Report. 

6. That each pastor be requested to preach an historical Centennial 
sermon on the last Sunday of 1884. 

7. That each Annual Conference take measures to observe the 
Centennial by the appointment of one of its members to preach a 
Centennial sermon at the session of the Conference held during 1884. 

8. That Bishop Simpson, with Bishop Foster as alternate, be re- 
quested to preach a Centennial sermon before the General Conference 
of 1884. 

9. That a mass meeting or convention be held in each Presiding 
Elder’s district as early as practicable in the year 1884, at which all 
the benevolent causes recommended in this Report be considered, 
together with all other matters of special interest connected with the 
Centennial, 

10. That on Christmas, or at some time during Christmas week, 
special services be arranged for all our children, and particularly for 
our Sunday-schools, by means of which all our young people may 
be thoroughly interested in the history of the Church, and led to 
take an active part in its future development and growth. 

11. That all our preachers and people be careful to make the year 
1884 one of special consecration to the service of God, and that, as 
far as possible, constant and prayerful efforts may be put forth by 
all to secure the universal revival of pure and undefiled religion, to 
the end that scriptural holiness may be spread over all lands. Let 
this all-important work begin with the watch-night service of De- 
cember 31, 1883, all over the world, and continue, as God shall help, 
through the entire Centennial year. 


12. That a Committee of three ministers and three laymen be ap- 


pointed by each Annual Conference during the session held in 1883, 
who shall co-operate with the Centennial Commission ordered by 
this General Conference in carrying out all plans and measures 
necessary for a proper and successful observance of our Centennial 


year. 


J. M. Buckley moved to amend by adding to the ob- 
jects named already in the Report of the Committee on 
Education the following, ‘‘ For Church Extension, un- 
der direction of the Board,” to paragraph 3, item 2, 
and also to add to paragraph 3, item 5, “ Freedmen’s 
Aid Society, under direction of the Board.” 

John Lanahan moved, as a substitute for the whole, 
that the matter be referred to the Bishops to devise a 
plan for the Centennial year, and report to the Church 
as early as convenient; and the substitute was accepted 
and adopted. 

Report No. I from the Committee on the Book Con- 
cern was taken up, and so much of it as had not been 
previously considered was read and adopted as follows, 


to wit: 


Item 2. We recommend that the publication of the National Re- 
pository be suspended at the close of the current year. 
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Item 3. We recommend that the publication of the Golden Hours 
be suspended at the close of the current year. 


Report No. III was read. 

Amos Shinkle presented the following substitute for 
the majority and minority reports, which, under the 
call for the previous pes ate was, on motion, adopted, 
as follows: 

Resolved, 1. That the publication of the South-western Christian Ad- 
vocate at New Orleans be continued by the New York Book Agents; 
also that the publication of the Methodist Advocate at Atlanta be 
continued by the Western Book Agents. 

ResolWwed, 2. That the Agents in charge of each paper be instructed 
to advance during the next quadrennium an annual subsidy, as fol- 
lows: $1,500 a year to each paper for the first and second years, 
and $1,000 a year for the third and fourth years; and the Book Com- 


mittee is hereby instructed that if, during any one year, either paper 
does not pay its way with the above subsidy, to discontinue it. 


On motion, Conference proceeded to the election of 
Editor of the Methodist Advocate at Atlanta. 

J. F. Spence nominated E. Q. Fuller. Amos Shinkle 
nominated B. A. Stubbins. W. F. Mallalieu nominated 
C. O. Fisher. 

The ballot was cast, and the tellers retired. 

G. W. Woodruff moved, that when we adjourn it be 
to meet at half past two P.M., and the motion pre- 
vailed. 

G. S. Hare moved that the Conference adjourn sine 
die at noon on Saturday next. 

W. J. Paxson moved to substitute Friday, ten o’clock 
P.M. 

J. M. Buckley moved to lay the whole subject on the 
table, but the motion did not prevail, and the substitute 
of W. J. Paxson was adopted by a vote of 195 yeas, 
114 nays. 

The Secretary read the following Fraternal Letter 
from Rey. J. E. Twitchell, D.D., and it was ordered to be 
printed; and also that the Committee on Fraternal Cor- 
respondence return a suitable reply: 


CLEVELAND, Ou10, May 27, 1880. 
To the General Conference of the Methodist Episcopal Church: 

DEAR FATHERS AND BRETHREN: It becomes my pleasing duty to 
bear to you the Christian greetings and congratulations of the Con- 
gregational Churches of the United States. 

With profound gratitude to God we have watched the growth of 
your denomination until you have come to be the largest, and in 


; 
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many respects the most influential, Christian denomination of the 
land. 

We take pride in your men of generous culture, in your colleges 
and seminaries, in your literature and royal reformatory record. 

We believe in the oneness of the invisible Church of Christ, and 
we desire to strike hands with all who are laboring for the evangel- 
ization of this lost world. Our prayer is that in the coming decades, 
as in the past, the abundant favor of our covenant-keeping God may 
be upon you. 

Yours in the bonds of Christian fellowship, 

J. E. TwIrcHett, 
Fraternal Delegate from the National Council of Congregational Church. 


Bishop Harris announced the following Commission- 
ers for adjustment of matters between the Genesee 
and Central New York Conferences: 

From Genesee: J. B. Wentworth, J. E. Bills, A. F. 
Morey, E. Ocumpaugh, A. F. Bishop. 

From Central New York: Thomas Tousey, F. G. 
Weeks, E. J. Hermans, David Decker, William Reddy. 

On motion of G. S. Hare, it was ordered that an 
evening session be held in Wesley Chapel at half past 
seven o’clock. 

The Bishop announced the following vote for Editor 
of the Methodist Advocate, at Atlanta: 

Whole number of votes cast, 329; necessary to a 
choice, 165. 

Of which number Erasmus Q. Fuller received 218, 
and was declared elected. 

The Conference proceeded to the election of an Hdit- 
or for the South-western Christian Advocate: 

H. W. Key nominated Joseph C. Hartzell. 

J. M. Shumpert moved that the order be suspended, 
and the Secretary instructed to cast the ballot of the 
Conference, and the motion prevailed. 

The Secretary accordingly cast the ballot, and Jo- 
seph C. Hartzell was declared elected. 

The Conference proceeded to the election of Editor 
of the California Christian Advocate: 

H. B. Heacock nominated Andrew J. Wells. J. W. 
Ray nominated B. F. Crary. T. C. Hughes nominated 
John R. Thompson. P. G. Gillett nominated H. C. 


Benson. 2 
The Conference having cast its ballot, the tellers re- 


tired. 
On motion of J. Cummings, the rule was suspended 
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be printed. 

The following reports were passed to the Secretary: 

Committee on Episcopacy, Nos. [X, XIII. 

Committee on Itinerancy, Nos. XI, XII, XIII, XIV, 
XV, XVI, and XVII; also minority report to Nos. XI, 
XI. 

Committee on Missions, Nos. XI, XII, XIII. . 

Committee on Revisals, No. V, and minority report. 

Committee on Sunday-Schools and Tracts, No. VII. 

Committee on Church Extension, No. V. 

Committee on Freedmen, No. II. 

Committee on Book Concern, No. XII, and minori- 
ty report. 

The tellers returned, and the chair announced the 
ballot for Editor of California Christian Advocate as 
follows: 

Whole number of votes cast, 321; necessary to a 
choice, 166. 

No one having received a majority, a second ballot 
was ordered, which, having been cast, the tellers again 
retired. 

The Secretary was instructed to forward to Mrs. 
President Hayes an engrossed copy of the resolutions 
passed on the 10th inst. 

Jommittee on Boundaries, No. II. The call being 
suspended, the report was read, as follows: 


COMMITTEE ON BOUNDARIES, NO. II. 


Your Committee appointed to redistrict the Conferences, after 
carefully considering the subject, report as follows: 


GENERAL CONFERENCE DISTRIOTS. 


First District: Hast Maine, New England, Maine, New Hampshire, 
Providence, Vermont—6. 

Second District: Foochow, Newark, New Jersey, New York, New 
York Hast, Troy—6. 

Third District: Northern New York, Central New York, Wyo- 
ming, Genesee, North India, South India—6. 

Fourth District: Philadelphia, Central Pennsylvania, Erie, Pitts- 
burgh, Hast Ohio, Norway, Delaware—T. 

Fifth District: West Virginia, North Ohio, Central Ohio, Ohio, 
Cincinnati, Kentucky—6. 

Siath District: Baltimore, Virginia, Washington, Wilmington, 
North Carolina, Savannah, South Carolina, Blue Ridge, Florida, 
Alabama, Georgia, Louisiana, Liberia, Central Alabama—l4. 
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Seventh District: Indiana, North Indiana, South-east Indiana, May27. 
North-west India, Southern Illinois, Lexington, Holston, Tennessee, _Tw=nry- 
Central Tennessee—9. MUSE UG 

Fighth District: Rock River, Wisconsin, Central Ilinois, Michi-  ?/7"#ng. 
gan, Illinois, Sweden, Detroit—t. 

Ninth District: Iowa, Des Moines, Nebraska, North-west Iowa, 

Upper Iowa, Minnesota, West Wisconsin, North-west Swedish, 
North-west Norwegian—9. 

Tenth District: Kansas, South Kansas, Missouri, Saint Louis, Texas, 
Arkansas, Austin, Little Rock, West Texas, Mississippi—10. 

Eleventh Dostrict: California, Southern California, Nevada, Oregon, 
Columbia River, Colorado—é. 

Twelfth District: Central German, Chicago German, Hast German, 
Germany and Switzerland, North-west German, Southern German, 
Western German, Saint Louis German—8. 


Wm. Brush moved, as asubstitute to the Report of the Report on 
Committee on Boundaries re-districting the Confer- eae” 
ences, that the arrangement of the districts be the 
same as during the last quadrennium, but the substi- 
tute was, on motion of John Lanahan, laid on the 
table. 

On motion of J. C. Hartzell, Louisiana Conference Amené- 
was transferred from the Sixth District to the Tenth Tee ae 
District. 

R. A. Caruthers moved that the Mississippi Confer- 
ence be transferred from the Tenth District to the 
Sixth, but, on motion of I. 8. Bingham, the proposition 
was laid on the table. 

On motion of Wm. Swindells, the previous question 
on the report was ordered, and the report, as amended, 
was adopted. 

The call for reports was resumed, and the following 
were received: 

Committee on the State of the Church, Nos. VI, Reports pre- 
and VII. : 

Committee on the Judiciary, No. VI. 

Committee on the Expenses of Delegates, No. II, Expenses of 


Delegates. 
which was read and adopted, as follows: 


The Committee on Delegates’ Expenses report receipts by Confer- 
ences, as follows—giving in the last column the assessments made 
on said Conferences: 


Amount Amount 
Conference, Collected. Assessed. 
(Alabama... RIN erstecisieisions Beets cieiexctertone $40 00 $50 00 
PAMEGMSASI, eleherdetcieiies« 2 sie ARG AIO eC Ue or 26 00 40 00 
EAT Rccitwoie cac.c OSA ROE Re oR OD 10 00 50 00 


BS PUUDUN OL wat opehebetailelsiore ©. alesereie/eue losbieheuessieioye® 385 00 1,000 00 
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Amount Amount May27. 
Conference. Collected, Assessed. Twryry- 
Oregon vase teksts 6 Bie Ys 6 ccorsveiarsvereoeens $120 00 $200 00 THIRD Day, 
Bhiladeiphingns sente-s.< sss. Eaigetoa sels 875 89 1,200 00 Morning. 
IETS OTE A536 d ONC eee Riches 256 86 600 00 Expenses of 
Providence...... Se COSIOOOOGOOSS woceo 281 13 500 00 Delegates. 
Rock River ........ SddpeSodsnad SENG OSS 449 15 1,000 00 
be, UOUIS Miesteteretelers Ori BiG DOOD OR ORS COC Se Ses 0 300 00 
iteeOUIS GONNA ee a0 chic seciee act aot 193 75 200 00 
SVAN A PRE IeRE oi!si'ase <tecsroln eos ave ater atetstanats 113 00 60 00 
South Carolina...... JOD SBOE eps GU 56 50 100 00 
Oubi-east Indiana. .%.. 2s. cestoe scene's eee 204 12 500 00 
Southern California. .... Sheceinke: ‘eta reiovstorearcete Cio 100 00 
ouuMennl Gentiva cs sas s:ecshe.valecuieve scien 25 00 50 00 
Southern German...... Scdooo sducanacne 75 00 75 00 
HOuUbberdelllinoisinerccs eve oe ele oer o.« Scteeiet 351 00 500 00 
SOM IGOR C5 6 amotccE ACO Sa enna o 150 00 150 00 
[Sh CUS BO TAD SES Fe SN aren a gy a 92 90 100 00 
UC OEE RE  cincreret cas we kab teibeutete eet 134 13 100 00 
PREMRESSEO iS ayaretelele\ aie ova'erecove. 6 oes sensors cece 30 75 50 00 
PRONG PaNed eet teshetetcpa¥o tent oincoie''e.ereve, sieve sue were.ees 65 00 75 00 
HOV Mey ite neice Meiers rnmeatnce 619 42 1,000 00 
Wp Der MO Wace syaeastocctre nie si chectele sieeve «sree 202 50 500 00 
WUC ae Seen st te a hsv arausionciasecexeowns aie’ Ciera cre eS 25 00 25 00 
NOL MOM biepmerentaetas sells es slerevaletohovereieve terete 166 75 200 00 
“PEST aN (iat 0 Rn a a 27 15 50 00 
AVUGCUS INIT OOM Mer retetesloiele)cre.sieiw stcia steroerstetelereis 115 00 150 00 
WVSSE ROXAS 5 elerevece oibclel ere vysrqie siere oie shoveierais 50 00 50 00 
VEST VEIEO TIN a stl stet= srslelcte ale ole’ s.e/a s'ohels.ctehs 87 50 200 00 
RUVICSE MVS CONSIN Aisrcc)e cieieie cveiets ate le cle So crue 154.55 200 00 
IME STOD Ie GrerUnan! poesscate owilsse: gies s wiiele elele oe 123° 15 150 00 
Wilmington .. SN: Ecericetrcists charset aioe aya 1055 500 00 
RUAISCOMSING sr, tol ets eters ctttsi'ctehsl stetarayersiens seers 274 09 500 00 
MAFORNINE 6 a Ac ounan pUOECeD OOS oesdGdbdT 380 75 525 00 
Mohali trade cuore oc peers. $20,430 56 


Committee on Pastoral Address presented Report 
No. I. 

Committee on Temporal Economy, Report No. IV, 
and a minority report. 

David E. Roberts, of the Kentucky Conference, and 
A. L. Richmond, of the Little Rock Conference, were 
excused from further attendance. 

J. M. Walden moved that the members of the Gen- 
eral Conference Districts retire during the afternoon 
session, and make the respective. nominations, but the 
motion did not prevail. 

The tellers returned, and the chair announced the re- 
sult of the second ballot for editor of the California 
- Christian Advocate, as follows: 


Whole number of votes cast, 312; necessary to a B, F. Crary 


choice, 157. 
22 


elected edi- 
tor. 
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Of which B. F. Crary received 171, and was declared 
elected. 

On motion, Conference adjourned, the benediction 
being pronounced by R. A. Caruthers. 


THURSDAY AFTERNOON, MAY 27, 


Conference met, pursuant to adjournment, at half 
past two P.M. Bishop Haven presiding. 

Religious services were conducted by C. B. Fisk. 

The Journal of the morning session was read and ap- 
proved. 

The rules were suspended, on motion of T. B. Lemon, 
and the Secretary was instructed to return certain let- 
ters, used in the trial of H. Buck, of Nebraska, to H. T. 
Davis. 

T. B. Lemon also presented the following, which was 
adopted: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Correspondence be requested to 
prepare acknowledgments to the Committee of Arrangements and 
the citizens of Cincinnati and surrounding communities for the gen- 
erous hospitality to the members of this Conference during its ses- 
sion, and to railroad companies for courtesies extended to members 
coming to and returning from the city, and to all other parties to 
whom the General Conference is indebted. 


G. L. Curtiss offered the following resolution: 


Resolved, That the Book Agents be instructed, in paying the ex- 
penses of the members of the Book Committee. and of all other com- 
mittees, to inquire specifically whether they traveled by the short- 
est route, avd to pay only the fare by such route; and to require 
that the members of the said committee submit an itemized account 
of their expenses ; and further, that the Book Agents be instructed to 
discontinue the practice of presenting each member of the Book 
Committee with a copy of each work published. 


A motion to lay the resolution on the table did not 
prevail, and the resolution was then adopted. 

Hicks Martin, of the Georgia Conference, was ex- 
cused from further attendance after the session of to- 
morrow. 

On motion of J. M. Reid, the rules were suspended, 
and he presented the following resolution, which was 
adopted: 

Resolwed, That where Conferences have been divided or new mis- 


sions formed, the Bishops are empowered to divide the missionary 
appropriations. 
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The order of the day was taken up, and the Commit- 
tee on Revisals called up Report No. I. 

Items 1 and 2 were read and adopted. Item 3 was 
read, as follows: 


The Committee recommend the General Conference to change para- 
graph 248, section 2 of the Discipline, by inserting after the words 
“ preacher in charge ” the words “‘ who shall be ex-officio chairman ;”’ 
also the word “two” in place of “the” before “assistant superin- 
tendent,” and also before “librarian,” so as to read, “ The Sunday- 
school Board shall consist of the preacher in charge, who shall be 
ex-officio chairman, the superintendent, two assistant superintendents, 
the secretary, the treasurer, two librarians, and the teachers of the 
school.” 


M. 8S. Terry moved to amend the item by striking 
out the word “two” before the words “ assistant su- 
perintendent,” and the word “librarian,” which mo- 
tion prevailed. 

R. D. Cramer moved to add to the last line “ chor- 
ister, organist, and artist,” which motion was laid on 


the table. 
Items 4, 5, and 6 were then read and adopted, and 
the whole report was then adopted as follows: 


REVISALS—REPORT NO. I. 
ItEM 1. 


The Committee recommend the changing of the second part of 
paragraph 58, page 44, by striking out the words “not only men” 
and ‘but men,” so that that part of the paragraph will read: “So 
that all the leaders be of sound judgment and truly devoted to 
God.” 

Also paragraph 93, page 65, by striking out the word “male” be- 
fore superintendents of our Sunday-schools, ete. 

Also paragraph 191, page 126, by substituting the word persons 
for “men” in the first line, so as to read: ‘‘ Let the stewards be per- 
sons of solid piety,” etc. 

Irem 2. 


The Committee recommend that the following resolution should 
be inserted in the Appendix of the Discipline: 

Resolved, That the pronouns he, his, and him, when used in the 
Discipline with reference to stewards, class-leaders, Sunday-school 
superintendents, shall not be so construed as to exclude women from 


such offices. 
Item 3. 


The Committee recommend the General Conference to change 
paragraph 248, section 2, of the Discipline, by inserting after the 
words “ preacher in charge,” the words ‘“‘ who shall be ex-officio chair- 
man,” so as to read: ‘“*The Sunday-School Board shall consist of 
the preacher in charge, who shall be ea-officio chairman, the super- 
intendent, the assistant superintendent, the secretary, the treasurer, 
the librarians, and the teachers of the school.” 
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Item 4. 


The Committee recommend the General Conference to change 
paragraph 45 of the Discipline by striking out the first three lines 
and the word “ therefore,” and commence the paragraph with “ Let 
all our people be exhorted to conform to.” 


ITEM 5. 


The Committee recommend the General Conference to change 
paragraph 176, section 7, of the Discipline, so as to read: “ To read 
and explain the General Rules at least once a year in every congre- 
gation.” Also, strike out from the order of business of the first, 
second, and third Quarterly Conferences the question, “‘ Have the 
General Rules been read this quarter?” and change the form of this 
question in the fourth Quarterly Conference, so as to read: ‘‘ Have 
the General Rules been read this year?” 


ItrM 6. 


The Committee recommend the General Conference to add to 
paragraph 175, section 7, of the Discipline, the words, “and Meth- 
odist literature,” so that the whole section will read: ‘‘ To take care 
that every Society be duly supplied with books and Methodist litera- 
ture.” 


The Report of the Committee on Sunday-Schools 
and Tracts, No II, was taken up, read, and adopted as 
follows: 


SUNDAY-SCHOOLS AND TRACTS—RIPORT NO. II. 


The Committee on Sunday-Schools and Tracts present Report 
No. II. , 

The following form of a Constitution for the Sunday-School Union 
of the Methodist Episcopal Church has been carefully examined, 
item by item, and its adoption is recommended. 


CONSTITUTION OF THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL UNION. 


1. The title of this association shall be The Sunday-School Union 
of the Methodist Episcopal Church. 

2. The object of this Society shall be to promote the cause of 
Sabbath-schools in connection with the Methodist Episcopal Church 
in the United States and elsewhere. 

3. The payment of ten dollars at one time to this Society shall 
constitute, an honorary member for life, and the payment of fifty 
dollars at one time an honorary director for life. 

4. The funds of the Society shall be expended at the discretion of 
the Board of Managers, in defraying the current expenses of the 
Union, and in forwarding the object contemplated by the second ar- 
ticle of the Constitution, 

In all cases of application for aid, if relief be deemed necessary, it 
shall be granted in Sunday-school publications of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church only, unless the circumstances seem to demand 
the appropriation of money. In case of more calls on the board for 
aid than they can meet, they shall appropriate to the relief of the 
most necessitous cases first, without respect to location. 

5. The senior Bishop of the Methodist Episcopal Church shall be 
President of the Society. The remaining Bishops shall be its Vice- 
Presidents, ranking in order of seniority. An honorary Vice-Presi- 
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dent may be appointed by each Annual Conference. There shall be 
appointed by the General Conference a Treasurer and Corresponding 
Secretary for this Society, who shall be the editor of the Sunday- 
school publications. The other officers of this society shall be a 
Recording Secretary and two elected Vice-presidents, who shall sev- 
erally be appointed by the Board of Managers at the regular quar- 
terly meeting held in June of each year. 

6. A public anniversary of the Society shall be held each year at 
such time and place as the Board of Managers shall determine. 

7. The Board of Managers shall have the power to form their 
own by-laws, to fill vacancies occurring in the intervals of General 
Conference, to remove the treasurer from office for cause to them 
sufficient, but only after a fair investigation before a quorum of the 
board, with a Bishop in the chair; to call special meetings of the 
Society whenever they shall deem necessary; to prepare and circu- 
late such Sunday-school information, appeals, or directions as they 
may think proper; and also to offer such advice and suggestions as 
they may deem suitable to the Book Agents and editors regarding 
Sunday-school publications; to give orders on the Book Agents for 
such books as may be needed; and to transact such other business 
as of right belongs to their station, and which the interests of the 
Union may demand. 

8. When any member of the board shall have been absent from 
four consecutive regular meetings of the board without sending an 
excuse, such absence shall be treated as a resignation, and the board 
shall have authority to declare his place vacant, and to fill it as other 
vacancies are filled. 

9. This Constitution cannot be altered except by the General Con- 
ference of the Methodist Episcopal Church. 


The Report of Committee on Sunday-Schools and 
Tracts, No. III, was taken up, read, and adopted, as 
follows: 


SUNDAY-SCHOOLS AND TRACTS—REPORT NO. III. 


The Committee on Sunday-Schools and Tracts present Report 
No. III. 

The following form of a Constitution for the Tract Society of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church has been carefully examined, item by 
item, and its adoption is recommended : 

CONSTITUTION OF THE TRACT SOCIETY. | 

ARTICLE 1. This association shall be denominated the Tract Soci- 
ety of the Methodist Episcopal Church. 

Art. 2. Its object shall be to diffuse knowledge by the circulation 
of the publications of the Methodist Episcopal Church in the English 
and other languages in our own and foreign countries. 

Arr. 3. Any person paying to this Society at one time ten dol- 
lars shall thereby become an honorary member for life, and the 
payment of twenty-five dollars at one time shall constitute an hon- 
orary director for life. 

Art. 4. Persons constituted honorary life members by the pay- 
ment of ten dollars, not designated for any special object, shall be 
entitled to receive tracts to the value of two dollars each year; or, 
if they prefer, they may receive tracts at any one time to the amount 
of half the sum paid. 

Art. 5. A public anniversary shall be held each year at such a 
time and place as the Board of Managers shall determine 
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Art. 6. The senior Bishop of the Methodist Episcopal Church 
shall be President of the Society. The remaining Bishops shall be 
its Vice-Presidents, ranking in the order of seniority. An honorary 
Vice-President may be appointed by each Annual Conference. There 
shall be appointed by the General Conference a Treasurer and a Cor- 
responding Secretary, who shall be the editor of the tracts. The 
other officers of this Society shall be a Recording Secretary and two 
elected Vice-Presidents, who shall severally be appointed by the 
Board of Managers at the regular quarterly meeting held in June of 
each year. 

Art. 7. The funds of this Society shall be expended under the 
direction of the Board of Managers, in payment of the necessary 
expenses of the institution, and in the formation of its general ob- 
jects. In all cases of gratuitous aid books and tracts shall be given 
instead of money, unless the latter is strictly necessary to the ac- 
complishment of a constitutional object. 


Art. 8. The Board of Managers shall have power to enact their 
own by-laws, to fill vacancies in the board occurring in the intervals 
of the General Conference, to remove the Treasurer from office for 
cause to them sufficient, but only after a fair investigation before a 
quorum of the Board, with a Bishop in the chair; to provide for the 
translation and publication of tracts; to employ colporteurs; to print 
and circulate appeals to the Churches in behalf of the benevolent 
objects of the Society ; to raise and disburse funds for those objects, 
and to establish committees of finance and appropriations wherever 
necessary. 


Art. 9. Each Annual Conference of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church may form a Conference Tract Society auxiliary to this, with 
power to adopt such measures as in the judgment of said Confer- 
ence are best calculated to promote the objects of this association, 
and to form sub-auxiliaries in its several circuits and stations. The 
presidents of the Conference auxiliaries shall be honorary vice- 
presidents of this Society, or where there is no auxiliary the Confer- 
ence may appoint an honorary vice-president. 


Art. 10. When any member of the Board shall have been absent 
from four consecutive regular meetings of the Board without send- 
ing an excuse, such absence shall be deemed a resignation, and the 
Board shall have authority to declare the place vacant, and to fill it 
as other vacancies are filled. 


Arr. 11. This Constitution cannot be altered except by the Gen- 
eral Conference of the Methodist Episcopal Church. 


Report No. VII of the same Committee was pre- 
sented and read. 

On motion of Amos Shinkle, the report was laid on 
the table to be printed. 

Report No. IV of the Committee on Church Exten- 
sion was presented and read. Item 1 was adopted; 
item 2 was withdrawn; item 3 was amended by strik- 
ing out a part and adopting a part; item 4 was with- 
drawn; item 5 was read, and a motion to lay on the 
table was lost, and the item was adopted, and the re- 
port, as amended, was adopted, as follows: 
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Your committee recommends the adoption of the following reso- States 
lutions: 
Resolved, 1. That this General Conference has undiminished confi- 
dence in the value and importance of the benevolent work of the 
Board of Church Extension of the Methodist Episcopal Church. 
fesolved, 2. That this Conference hereby recommends to the Bish- 
ops and the General Committee of Church Extension the reappoint- 
ment of Rey. C. C. M’Cabe, D.D., for the ensuing term. 
Resolved, 3. That the General Conference does hereby earnestly 
appeal to the Presiding Elders, pastors, and lay members of our 
Churches every-where to give an earnest support to this important 
and essential part of benevolence, especially in view of the increas- \ 
ing necessities of our work in the newer and more sparsely-popu- 
lated districts of the West, the South, and the Pacific coast. 


Report No. II of the Committee on Freedmen’s Aid Report No. 


i . Inittee on 
and our Southern Work was taken up, and the report area 
was adopted, as follows: Aid and 

pouthera 
or. 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON FREEDMEN’S AID AND  24pted. ie 
SOUTHERN WORK, NO. II. 


The Twelfth Annual Report of the Freedmen’s Aid Society and 
the Annual Report of the Board of Managers thereof were referred 
by the General Conference to the Committee on Freedmen’s Aid and 
our Southern Work, and, after due consideration of the same, the 
Committee present to the General Conference the following report 
thereon: 

The Freedmen’s Aid Society is a grand fact in the missionary his- 
tory of the Methodist Episcopal Church. Its importance, its effi- 
ciency, its success, have been illustrated through twelve eventful 

ears. 

r Your Committee is convinced that the mission of this Society is 
not yet finished. The future of the freedmen is a problem unsolved, 
and is a cause of anxiety to every thoughtful mind. In many things 
the twenty years of emancipated life are full of hope for the future. 
Twenty years ago our three and one half millions of freedmen were 
slaves. To-day they are citizens, and there is no position of trust 
atid honor to which they are not eligible. Their representatives are 
in both houses of Congress, others fill foreign missions, while others 
are in official positions in the States wherein they reside. Since 
‘their emancipation many have become landholders; their children 
have been educated in part, while not a few have entered the learned ° 
professions. Facts are eloquent. There are over six hundred thou- 
sand colored children at day-schools in the South. There are official 
statistics to prove the industry and thrift of the freedmen. Georgia 
has eighty-four thousand colored voters whose land is valued in the , 
tax list at $1,250,000; $1,000,000 worth of cattle, houses, ete. ; 

$2,000,000 worth of property not enumerated, and city property 

estimated at $1,800,000, making in all over $6,000,000. If from 

States we pass to counties and cities, the same favorable fact is 

apparent. In Rock County, Va., the two thousand colored citizens 

resident therein are assessed for $60,000 worth of real and per- 

sonal property. In Montgomery, Ala. four hundred and _fifty- 

seven colored persons own not less than $150,000. And the people 
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of color in our own Church in the South hold Church property 
valued at $2,000,000. 

But what the immediate future condition of the freedmen may be 
ig a problem. To-day they are largely under the control of their old 
masters, who will pursue one of two courses: either recognize their 
freedom as an unalterable fact, accord to them, without fear or mo- 
lestation, their rights of citizenship, provide for their education, en- 
courage them in industrial pursuits; and, in a word, faithfully and 
honorably observe the amendment to our Federal Constitution, that 
“The rights of citizens of the United States to vote shall not be de- 
nied or abridged by the United States or by any State on account of 
race, color, or previous condition;” or the old masters may pursue, 
as some of them are now pursuing, the opposite course. They may 
so treat them, so neglect them, so legislate against them, as to reduce 
them to the condition of Mexican peons. If the latter course is 
adopted, we have reason to fear that there will be in the South one 
million five hundred thousand of voters, subject to the leadership of 
some unscrupulous partisan, who will reign or ruin; or, should they 
escape such a fate, they will be controlled by a single hand on the 
banks of the Tiber. When they were slaves Rome had no use for_ 
them; but now that they can poll a vote and carry a bayonet the 
holy Father hugs them to his pontifical heart. Rome cares less 
for souls than for soldiers; less for hoes than for muskets. The 
great question of the hour is, Which shall have the freedmen, Cath- 
olicism or Protestantism ? 

In view of these great and solemn facts, the Freedmen’s Aid So- 
ciety is a greater necessity to-day than ever in the past. The 
Chureh should be supplemented by this special organization, whose 
presence in the South, as the authorized agent of the Methodist 
Hpiscopal Church, will deter the evil-minded, and inspire hope in 
those whom we are bound to save. 

It is the opinion of your Committee that the Society should haye 
an income of $150,000 for each year in the incoming quadrennium., 
This is demanded by the two-fold mission of the organization, 
which is to foster Christian education, and prepare young men for 
the ministry. This noble mission commends itself to every thought- 
ful mind. Throughout the South State education for the freedmen 
is practically a failure. The facilities afforded are not adequate, and 
the existing prejudice to color is an embarrassment. The Church 
must educate the freedmen. Schools should be multiplied to meet 
the necessities of the case; and those institutions of learning now 
struggling for existence should be amply endowed. Results justify 
the demand for an increased outlay. All the schools under the fos- 
tering care of this Society have more “applicants for admission than 
they have accommodations. Thousands of pupils are to-day knock- 
ing at the door and praying for admission. What shall be the re- 
sponse of the Church? 

The blessed results of this Society for the quadrennium now end- 


' ing warrant an advance in the next four years. The following fig- 


ures are cheering, and fill us with hope: Two thousand five hun- 
dred pupils are annually taught in these schools, and the students 
who have been educated in these institutions have instructed not 
less than five hundred thousand pupils. And the financial state- 
ment for the past quadrennium is no less satisfactory to your Com- 
mittee: 

“Total receipts, $266,243 59. The preceding quadrennial report 
was $191,169 89, showing an increase in total receipts of the pres- 
ent over the former of $75,173 70. During the past four years 
$141,856 42 were expended in the support of teachers aud schools, 
$61,510 75 in real estate. Office expenses, including salary of the 
Corresponding Secretary and his traveling expenses, $14,489 44. 


te 
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Salary and traveling expenses of agents and clerk hire, $8,416 81. 
Endowment Fund, $6,400. Aid to young men preparing for the min- 
istry, $4,885. Furniture, repairs, insurance, and interest, $12,026 46. 
Four years ago the Society was in debt $18,028 46, and that is now 
reduced to $9,354 60, which can be liquidated at an early date, with- 
out greatly interfering with the regular work of the society, by 
closely adhering to the economical policy inaugurated by the Board.” 

The work inaugurated among the freedmen of the South has al- 
ready borne precious fruit, and gives promise of adding much to the 
usefulness of this Society. The work contemplated is to send Chris- 
tian women into the homes of the colored people, and by good coun- 
sel aid in the work of establishing and maintaining Christian 
homes among them. Schools are to be organized for the girls and 
women in connection with our Churches and the institutions of the 
Society. The work has been fully commenced in New Orleans and 
vicinity, where, during the past year, a few hundred dollars contrib- 
uted for that special purpose, and placed in the hands of an elect 
lady, has enabled her to place in the field seven missionaries, who 
have under their charge nearly five hundred girls and women. The 
religious instructions are from the Bible and the Methodist Cate- 
chism, Already scores of conversions are reported. Home indus- 
try is taught by precept and example, to which is added home visi- 
tations by the missionaries. This work costs but comparatively little, 
and affords a rare opportunity to the Church to aid the freed people. 

In view of the work that must be done by this Society in promot- 
ing the cause of Christian education in the South, your Committee 
report the following resolutions for adoption : 

Resolved, 1. That the Freedmen’s Aid Society retain its present or- 
ganization. 

Resolved, 2. That in view of the importance and extent of the 
work, the contributions to this Society should be largely increased. 

Resolved, 3. That our pastors, in presenting the claims of this so- 
ciety to the Church, should remind our people that a portion of the 
appropriations of the Society will be made for the education of the 
white population connected with our Church in the Southern States, 
but not to the embarrassment of the work among our people of color. 


‘Report No. II of the Committee on the Book Con- 
cern was taken up, read, and adopted, as follows: 


Resolved, 1. That the Agents of the Western Book Concern be au- 
thorized to continue to aid in the publication of the Norwegian paper 
published at Chicago, and known as Den Christilege Talsiman, (Chris- 
tian Advocate,) to the amount of five hundred dollars ($500) per an- 


num during the ensuing quadrennium. j 
Resolved, 2. By the General Conference, that the Tract Society of the 


Methodist Episcopal Church be requested to make a grant of three 
hundred dollars ($300) per annum in aid of the aforesaid paper dur- 


ing the quadrennium. 


Report No. X, from the same Committee, was taken 


up, read, and adopted, as follows: 


Resolved, 1. That we recommend that the paper known as the Sand- 
ebudet, now published in the Swedish language, be continued by the 
Agents of the Western Book Concern; that the editor be appointed 
by the Agents and Presiding Elders of the North-west Swedish 
Conferences. ; 

Resolved, 2. That a joint committee, appointed by the Sweden and 
North-west Swedish Conferences, be authorized to prepare manu- 
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script for a Swedish hymn book, to be published by the Western 
Book Concern, upon the approval of the Bishops, for the use of the 
Swedish Churches in the United States. 


Report No. IX, from the Committee on the Book 
Concern, was taken up. 

Items 1, 2, and 3 were adopted. 

J. C. Hartzell presented the following amendment 
to the report, which was adopted: 


Resolved, That the Book Agents of New York are hereby instructed 
to make such an arrangement as they may deem wise, to have such 
particular publications as may be in special demand in that region 
placed on sale at New Orleans; provided, in such arrangement, the 
Book Concern be insured against loss. 


The report, as amended, was adopted as a whole, 
as follows: 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON BOOK CONCERN, NO, IX. 


Your Committee on the Book Concern, to whom were referred the 
reports of the Book Agents and the records of the Book Committee, 
having given careful attention to these documents, submit the fol- 
lowing report: 

Your Committee find that, while some of the depositories have 
been run at a loss to the Book Concern during the last quadrennium, 
all are now doing an increased business, and only two of them show 
any loss for the year 1879, and these comparatively small. 

We would respectfully recommend for your adoption the follow- 
ing: 

1. That no depositories be established. 

2. That the Book Agents be instructed to close, as speedily as pos- 
sible, all depositories which cannot be brought at once upon a re- 
munerative basis, or which, at least, do not meet the expense of op- 
erating them. 

3. That pending the time required to wind up the business of such 
depositories as shall be closed under this order, the said depositories 
shall not be permitted to increase their indebtedness. 

4. That existing depositories shall not be permitted to increase 
their working capital. 


Report No. XII, from the Committee on the Book 
Concern, was read and adopted, as follows: 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON BOOK CONCERN, NO. XII. 


The Committee on the Book Concern beg leave to submit the fol- 
lowing report : 

fesolved, That the present rule, allowing the Book Agents to ad- 
vance, if necessary, a sum sufficient to pay the traveling expenses 
and house rent of the Bishops, be continued in force until the first 
day of January, 1881, after which date they shall not be allowed to 
use any of the funds of the Book Concern for said purposes. 


Sandford Hunt presented a report from the Com- 
mittee appointed to make certain necessary verbal 
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alterations in the Discipline, which report was accepted, 
and adopted as follows, to wit: 


The Committee appointed to adjust certain paragraphs in the Dis- 
cipline to the action of the General Conference, report as follows: 

That paragraph 324 be stricken out, and the following substituted 
in its place: 

“The ‘California Christian Advocate,’ at San Francisco, shall be 
published by the Agents at New York, under the direction of the gen- 
eral Book Committee, with a local committee at San Francisco, ap- 
pointed by the General Conferencé.” 

That paragraph 320 be amended by striking out the words “ edit- 
or of the ‘ Pacific Christian Advocate,’ at Portland, Oregon,” and also 
the words, “an editor of the ‘Ladies Repository ’ and ‘Golden Hours,’ ” 
and the words “of the General Catalogue and Tracts,” so that the 
paragraph shall read as follows: 

‘47 320. There shall be elected by the General Conference, to serve 
for four years, the following Editors: The Kditor of the ‘ Quarterly 
Review,’ who shall also be the Hditor of the Books of the General 
Catalogue; the Editor of Sunday-School Books, Papers, and Tracts, 
at New York; the Editor of the ‘Christian Advocate,’ at New 
York; the Editer of the ‘ Pittsburgh Christian Advocate,’ at Pitts- 
burgh, Pa.; the Editor of the ‘Northern Christian Advocate,’ at 
Syracuse, New York; the Editor of the ‘California Christian Ad- 
vocate,’ at San Francisco, Cal.; and an Editor of the ‘South-west- 
ern Christian Advocate,’ at New Orleans; also, an Kditor of the 
‘Western Christian Advocate ;’ an Editor of the ‘ Christian Apologist,’ 
and German Books of the General Catalogue ; an Editor of the German 
‘Monthly Family Magazine,’ ‘Sunday-School Bell,’ ‘Family Li- 
brary,’ Tracts, and other German Sunday-school publications, all of 
which shaii be published at Cincinnati; an Editor of the ‘ North- 
western Christian Advocate,’ at Chicago; an Editor of the ‘Central 
Christian Advocate,’ at St. Louis, Mo.; an Editor of the ‘ Methodist 
Advocate,’ at Atlanta, Ga.; who, if chosen from among the Travel- 
ing Preachers, shall be members of such Annual Conferences as they, 
with the approbation of the Bishops, may select. The officers men- 
tioned in this chapter shall be either ministers or members of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church.” 

- Striking out from paragraphs 325, 326, and 328, so that one para- 
graph combining them shall read: 

“There shall be a Publishing Committee for the ‘ Pittsburgh Chris- 
tian Advocate,’ at Pittsburgh, Pa., consisting of three members from 
the Pittsburgh Conference, two from the Krie Conference, two from 
the East Ohio Conference, and two from the West Virginia Confer- 
ence, to be chosen by the General Conference. ‘The Committee shall 
keep an account of receipts and expenditures for the paper; corre- 
spond with the Agents at New York; hold all moneys, after defray- 
ing current expenses, subject to their order; and shall report an- 
nually on the state of the establishment to the patronizing Conter- 
ences, and to the Agents at New York.” 

Amending paragraph 334 by striking out and changing so that it 
shall read as follows: 

“ @ 334, The salaries of the Editors and Agents at New York, and 
of the ‘Northern Christian Advocate,’ the salaries of the Agents 
and Editors at Cincinnati, and the Editors at Chicago, St. Louis, At- 
lanta, New Orleans, and San Francisco, shall be fixed by the Book 
Committee. The salary of the Kditor of the ‘ Pittsburgh Christian 
Advocate’ shall be fixed by the Publishing Committee of that 
paper.” The amounts to be appropriated for correspondence shall 
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By amending paragraphs in Part V, chap. i, by striking out 
“ Agents of the Book Concern,” and inserting the words, “ Treasur- 
er of the Episcopal Fund,” so they shall read as follows: 

“@ 344, It shall be the duty of the Book Committee to make an 
estimate of the amount necessary to furnish a competent support to 
each effective Bishop, considering the number and condition of his 
family; and the amount, if any, necessary to the comfortable main- 
tenance of the non-effective Bishops; and also the amount necessary 
to assist the widows and children of deceased Bishops; and the 
Bishops are authorized to draw on the Treasurer of the Episcopal 
Fund for said amount, and also for their traveling expenses.” _ 

““@ 345, The Bishop presiding at an Annual Conference, within 
whose bounds a widow or orphan of a deceased Bishop may reside, 
shall be authorized to draw on the Treasurer of the Episcopal Fund 
for such amount as may be estimated as aforesaid.” 

“@ 346. The Book Committee shall divide the aggregate sum re- 
quired to be raised for these purposes among the Annual Confer- 
ences, according to their several ability; and the Annual Confer- 
ences shall apportion the same to the several Districts; and the 
District Stewards to the several charges. The amount apportioned 
to each Pastoral Charge for the support of the Bishops shall be a 
pro rata claim with that of the stationed Preachers and Presiding 
Elders, and no such Preacher or Presiding Elder shall be entitled to 
his allowance except to the extent to which the claims of the Bish- 
ops are met by the Station or District with which he is connected. 
And it shall be the duty of the Annual Conferences to see that the 
amounts apportioned to the different pastoral charges for the support 
of the Bishops are raised and forwarded quarterly, when practicable, 
to the Treasurer of the Episcopal Fund.” 

“a 347. The Treasurer of the Episcopal Fund shall charge the sums 
paid to the Bishops, and to the widows and children of deceased 
Bishops, to ‘The Episcopal Fund,’ and all collections received from 
the different charges for the support of the Bishops shall be credited 
to said fund. And the Treasurer shall report annually to the An- 
nual Conferences the amounts received from the several Annual 
Conferences on account of said fund, and also the expenditures made; 
and shall make a full and detailed exhibit of such receipts and ex- 
penditures for the term of four years to the General Conference.” 


On motion of J. M. Walden, paragraph 320 of 
the Discipline was amended, so as to read after “ed- 
itor of the Western Christian Advocate,” “who 
shall be editor of books for the Western Book Con- 
cern.” 

On motion of I. 8. Bingham, Report No. I of the 
Committee on Boundaries was taken up, and it was 
adopted as follows, namely: 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON BOUNDARIES, NO. I. 


Resolwed, By the Committee on Boundaries, that it be recommended 
to the General Conference to amend paragraph 388 of the Dis- 
cipline, by inserting after the words “joint commission,” in the 
seventh line of the paragraph, the words following, to wit, ‘in 
which it shall be necessary for a majority of the five members 
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respectively representing each of such Conferences to coneur,” so 
that the paragrapn shall read as follows, to wit: 

“a 388. Any two or more Conferences which may be mutually in- 
terested in the readjustment of their common boundaries, may at 
any time raise a joint commission, consisting of five members from 
each Conference directly interested; and the decision of such joint 
commission, in which it shall be necessary for a majority of the 
five members respectively representing each of such Conferences to 
concur, where it shall be approved by the Bishop or the Bishops 
who may preside in these Conferences at their sessions next en- 
suing, shall be final. But if the commission so appointed shall fail 
to agree, or the presiding Bishops shall not concur, then the case, 
with a statement of its facts, together with the records of the 
commission, shall come to the General Conference for final adju- 
dication.” 


The Committee on the State of the Church called 
up their Report No. II, which was read. 

J. M. Buckley moved to lay it on the table, but the 
motion did not prevail. 

On motion of D. A. Goodsell the motion to adopt 
the report was indefinitely postponed. 

The report of the Committee on the Form of Sta- 
tistical Reports, was taken up, and, on motion, the re- 
port was adopted, as follows: 


The Committee on the Form of Statistical Reports have carefully 
examined the several papers referred to them, ana have incorpo- 
rated in the forms herewith submitted such suggestions as seem to 
be improvements upon the old tables. 

As the General Minutes are published at a heavy loss to the Book 
Concern, your Committee are of the opinion that the new statistical 
exhibit should be so arranged as not to increase the expense of pub- 
lication. With this end in view, we have prepared a table for the 
General Minutes, and additional tables for the Annual Confer- 
ences. 

We recommend that the following tables be substituted for the 
answer now in the Discipline to question 16, paragraph 77, namely: 
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Sratistics No. III.—Sunpay-scHooLs. 


Number of Sunday-schools........... Sao oon Edu codsadpbhoooedua 
Number, of Officers and ‘Teachers...5 &.4. vm siacategee es Aven css eds se 
Number ofseholars.Of all Ages. soc <3... ees ev ai Socata eieters 
Scholars Fifteen Years Old and over...........0..- SiRlepeporatereterereN © 
Scholars under Fifteen, except Infant Class ..... Bretsests cts SAG b0C 
Numberonscholarsiin Infant Class... ... cisco ee sie seers doed4 
Average attendance of Teachers and Scholars.............ece006 
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otal Wxpenses of School this year,..........2s00 0+ Jobobooseous 
Number of Sunday-School Advocates taken .......... dont aucorco 
Number of Sunday-School Classmates taken ...........ese0eeeee0% 
Number of Sunday-School Journals taken ............c-eeeseeees 
Number of Officers and Teachers who are Church Members or Pro- 


’ We further recommend: 

1. That the following be inserted as a foot-note in the Discipline, 
explanatory of the item relating to ministerial support, and also as 
a foot-note in the blanks to be filled by the pastors, namely: 

“In reporting to the Annual Conferences the answer to the Disci- 
plinary questions relating to the amount raised in the several pas- 
toral charges for ‘ministerial support,’ the amount reported should 
include all sums raised for the support of the pastor, for the support 
of the Presiding Elder, and for the support of the Bishops; and 
should also include the rent paid for a house for the pastor, and, in 
case the preacher occupies a parsonage, then it, ought to include, in- 
stead of rent, a sum equal to a fair rental value of the said parson- 
age.” 

2. That the Book Ageats at New York be requested to publish irr 
the General Minutes sta.isties No. I only. 

3. That the Annual Conferences invariably publish in their min- 
utes statistics Nos. I and IJ, leaving the publication of No. III op- 
tional with the Conferences. 

4, That the New York agents be instructed to prepare appropri- 
ate sheets for the Conference secretaries, and for the pastors; and 
that they furnish the blanks for statistics to the Conferences with- 
out charge. 

5. That the Conference secretaries furnish the editor of Sunday- 
school books and papers with statistics No. HI, for use in his 
office. 


On motion, the Conference adjourned. 
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THURSDAY EVENING, MAY 27, 


Conference met, pursuant to adjournment, in Wes- 
ley Chapel, at half past seven, Bishop Bowman pre- 
siding. 

O. S. Barnes conducted the religious services. 

The Journal of the afternoon session was read and 
approved. 

Call for reports was made. 

The consideration of the Report on the Scandinavian 
Work was resumed. It was considered seriatim. 

Items 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7 were adopted, and the Re- 
port, as a whole, was adopted, as follows: 


The Scandinavian Committee would most respectfully recommend 
the adoption of the following: 

Resolved, 1. That it is important that a Methodist Hymnal in the 
Swedish language should be prepared and published by the Western 
Book Concern for use in our Swedish congregations in Sweden and 
in the United States. 

Resolved, 2. That when the North-west Swedish Conference and the 
Sweden Conference have prepared such Hymnal, and the same shall 
have secured the approbation of the Bishops, it may be issued as the 
authorized book of hymns for use in all Swedish congregations of the 
Methodist Hpiscopal Church. 

Resolved, 3. That so much of the petition of the Sweden Conference 
as is contained in resolution one, relatiag to church property and Sun- 
day-schools, ete., be referred to the Board of Managers of the Mis- 
sionary Society of the Methodist Episcopal Church. 

Resolved, 4. That so much as relates to the Board of Church Exten- 
sion be referred to it. 

Resolved, 5. That the Book Agents are recommended to buy such 
Swedish books from the publishing house in Gotenburg as they 
would be likely to find a market for in this country without loss to 
the Concern. 

Resolved, 6. That so much of the petition of the Sweden Conference 
as relates to prescribing a course of Conference study for said Confer- 
ence be referred to the Bishops. 

Resolved, 7. That we have considered the petition with reference to 
Lilla Sandebudet, and that we are of opinion that the highest interest 
of the paper requires that it remain under the control of the Sweden 
Conference. 


D. A. Goodsell offered the following, which was 
adopted: 


Resolved, That Sandford Hunt be appointed Treasurer of the Episcopal 
Fund, and W. P. Stowe Assistant Treasurer. 


John Lanahan moved the adoption of the following 
resolution: 
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Whereas, The Discipline makes it the duty of the Book Committee 
to meke an estimate of the amount necessary to support the Bishops; 
therefore, 

fesolved, That the basis of apportionment of said estimate be the 
amount paid for ministerial support in the Annual Conferences, ex- 
clusive of the missionary moneys. 

Resolved, 2. That as soon as the Book Committee shall have fixed 
the amounts necessary for the support of the Bishops, and the other 
officers of the General Conference, the Book Agents shall publish a 
full itemized statement of the amounts so estimated in the Church 
papers. 


C. H. Fowler moved to lay it on the table, but the 
motion did not prevail. 

On motion of John Lanahan, the paper was referred 
to a committee of three, to report to the Conference to- 
morrow morning. Bishop Harris announced the fol- 
lowing as members of the committee: John Lanahan, 
C. H. Fowler, and W. J. Paxson. 

Report No. I of the Committee on the Judiciary was 
read: 

T. H. Herdman moved to amend by striking out 
“uniform” and inserting “general,” which was laid 
on the table, and the Report adopted, as follows: 


In the matter of the appeal of Rey. L. R. Thayer, of the New En- 
gland Conference, in the case of Sister Anna Oliver, the Judiciary 
Committee respectfully report: That it appears from the record that 
Sister Oliver had been recommended to orders by a Quarterly Con- 
ference, and, upon said recommendation coming before the said An- 
nual Conference, Bishop Andrews, then presiding, gave the following 
decision, to wit: ‘‘In my judgment the law of the Church does not 
authorize the ordination of women; I, therefore, am not at liberty to 
submit to the vote of the Conference the vote to elect women to 
orders.” 

Your Committee have come to the conclusion that such ruling was 
in accordance with the Discipline of the Church as it is, and with the 
uniform usage of administration under it. 

The Committee, therefore, report that said appeal should not be 


sustained. 


Report No. IT from the same Committee was read and 
adopted, as follows: 


In the matter of the appeal of Rev. R. Wheatley, of the New York 
Conference, the Judiciary Committee respectfully report that it ap- 
pears from the record certified to us that, at the Poughkeepsie Dis- 
trict Conference, held February 27, 1878, Sister Lent was licensed 
as a local preacher, whereupon Rev. C. Gorse appealed from the ac- 


tion of said Conference. 
Bishop Andrews, presiding at the New York Annual Conference, 


upon the coming on of said appeal, made the following decision: » 
“Tn strictness the appeal should have been made from the decision 

of the president of the District Conference, in entertaining and 

putting to vote the motion to grant such license, since the Discipline 
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puts upon him the decision of all questions of law in the District 
Conference, and provides for appeal therefrom, (Discipline, par. 163, 
sec. 6.) Waiving this informality, I give my judgment that the Dis- 
cipline of the Church does not provide for nor contemplate, the licens- 
ing of women as local preachers, and that, therefore, the action of 
gaid Conference, and of its president, was without authority of law.” 

The Committee report that they have come to the conclusion that 
such ruling of the presiding Bishop was in accordance with the Dis- 
cipline of the Church as it is, and with the uniform course of admin- 
istration under it. We, therefore, report that, said appeal should not 
be sustained. 


Report. No. V, of the same Committee, was read and 
adopted, as follows: 


In the matter of the appeal of Rey. F. A. Spencer, of the Ohio 
Conference, from the decision of a Judicial Conference, the Judiciary 
Committee report, that, while an informality occurred upon the trial 
before the Conference committee, it does not appear to have been 
objected to, and it was not of a nature to give rise to any suspicion of 
injury to the accused. If objection had been made at the time the 
irregularity could have been avoided; it should, therefore, be re- 
garded as waived. 

There does not appear to have been any serious error committed, 
nor any injustice done to the accused. We, therefore, recommend 
that the appeal be not sustained. 


Report No. IV, of the same Committee, was read. 

On motion of 8. A. W. Jewett the last item in 
the Report was laid on the table, and the Report, as 
amended, was adopted, as follows: 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY—NO. IV. 


In the matter of J. W. Ross and M. C. Briggs, in complaint against 
the administration of Bishop E. G. Andrews, presiding in the Cali- 
fornia Annual Conference, held September, 1878. 

As a matter of fact, the complaints of Ross and Briggs are sub- 
stantially the same. But inasmuch as the record does not show what 
J. W. Ross’ law questions were, or what he excepted to, we need 
pay no attention to his complaint. The following is all that appears, 
on the minutes of the California Conference in regard to J. W. 
Ross’ case : 

“ Exorption.—J. W. Ross having presented some questions of 
law, the Bishop declined to answer them, on the ground that there 
was no case pending on which they had any bearing. Brother Ross 
excepted to the ruling.” 

The record itself should show the questions and their answer or 
failure to answer, and the exception. We are not authorized to g0, 
outside to find errors in the rulings of the Bishop. 

Whatever there may be in the complaint of Ross, as presented to 
the General Conference, of any pertinency, is embraced in the mat- 
ter of the complaint of M. C. Briggs. That case is as follows: 

A. Henley, an expelled member of the Church, presented complaint 
before the Annual Conference against A. J. Nelson, Presiding Elder, 
and M. C. Briggs, pastor, for alleged maladministration in his ease, 
In the hearing of the complaint the following question, answer, and 
exception were noted : 


a 
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“ Question.—‘ Js an expelled member entitled to be heard in an An- 
nual Conference, on complaint against the administration of the pas- 
tor and of the Presiding Elder in his case?’ 

“ Answer.—Such a complaint is of the nature of an appeal to the 
Annual Conference on the questions of law concerned in the case, 
and a hearing cannot be denied on the ground that the complainant 
is not in the Church. But, inasmuch as the Discipline also provides 
other and milder remedies for errors inlaw, both of a pastor presid- 
. ing in the trial and Presiding Elder presiding in the appeal of a mem- 
ber, it is obvious that the complaint of maladministration ought to 
refer only to serious errors deeply affecting the rights of the com- 
plainant. 

“Failures to observe rules of proceeding laid down, not in the law, 
but in commentaries on the law, must be weighed by their effect 
upon the administration of justice in the case; not every such failure 
can justly be characterized as maladministration. 

“Where complaint is made against the administration in the case 
of an expelled member, as in all other charges made against preach- 
ers, the Conference may consider whether the nature of the com- 
plaint is such as to require a trial thereon. 

“EDWARD G. ANDREWS.” 


‘“‘ HXCEPTION.—The following paper was immediately presented by 
M. C. Briggs: 

“The Bishop having ruled that an expelled layman can bring 
charges; in his own name, against a member of the Conference, I ask 
that an exception to said ruling be entered on the Minutes. 

“M. C. Brices.” 


Stripped of all unnecessary verbiage, the real question is this: 
“May an expelled member, in any. case, be heard in the Annual Con- 
ference on a complaint against the pastor or Presiding Elder for 
maladministration in his case?” 

‘We answer that he may be so heard. It is conceded that while 
the expelled member labors wnder the disabilities of his sentence he 
is denied the religious privileges of membership, nevertheless he still 
has legal rights which cannot be denied him until he shall have ex- 
hausted all the remedies which the law of the Church accords him. 
We concede that the trial before the Quarterly Conference on appeal 
is the jinal trial on the facts, but the accused member may, be heard 
further on questions of law. 

I. He may prosecute an appeal, in the nature of proceedings in er- 
ror on exceptions to the rulings of the administrator in his case. This 
appeal is to the president of the Annual Conference. If serious error 
of law has intervened to the prejudice of the expelled member, the 
sentence of expulsion will be set aside, and a new trial awarded him 
in the proper court below. 

II. He may also complain of the administrator in his case to the 
next Annual Conference for maladministration, and if, upon proper 
inquiry, the complaint be sustained, a new trial will be awarded the 
expelled member, and the administrator may be censured. We, there- 
fore, recommend to afirm the rulings of Bishop Andrews. 

In support of the foregoing we cite the Discipline, paragraph 70, 
section 5, guaranteeing to every accused member the right of appeal ; 
and paragraph 210, making a preacher answerable before the Annual 
Conference on complaint of maladministration; and also Appendix 
to the Discipline, pages 367, 368, fixing the status and rights of ex- 
pelled members. 

We cite also Morris, on Church Polity, page 35, in which, referring 
to final trial on appeal in the Quarterly Conference, he says: “ Even 
this is not necessarily an end of his case; the expelled may complain 
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to the Annual Conference of the administration, and if that body de- 
cide that he was expelled contrary to rule, he is thereby restored and 
the administrator censured.” So also Baker on the Discipline, pages 
111,116, 141. On page 111 he says: “If the accused is expelled and 
dissatistied with the rulings of the presiding officer, he has the fol- 
lowing remedy: On a question of law either party may appeal to the 
decision of the president of the next Annual Conference. The ac- 
cused may appeal to the ensuing Quarterly Conference, or he may 
charge the presiding officer with maladministration before the An- 
nual Conference.” 

The same rulings and decisions were made in the General Confer- 
ence of 1864, in the cases of Joseph Counts and another, pages 358 
and 363 of the Journal. 


H. B. Heacock offered the following, which was 
adopted: 


Resolved, That the Local Committee of the California Christian 
Advocate shall consist of seven instead of five. 


The Report of the Committee on Pastoral Address, 
was received and ordered to be printed. 

On motion of A. Wheeler, it was ordered that all ad- 
dresses, prepared by the Committee on Fraternal Cor- 
respondence shall be sent to the Bishops, who shall edit 
them; and, if approved, they shall be forwarded to the 
respective Churches. 

On motion of J. M. Walden, it was ordered that re- 
plies be sent only to official letters from corresponding 
bodies. 

Reports I, II, III, IV, of the Committee to Nominate 
Trustees for Church Institutions, were read and adopted, 
as follows 


Nominations for Trustees of Drew Theological Seminary, to fill 
vacancies caused by expiration of term. The following Trustees are 
to hold office for twelve years: 

Clerical—Bishop William L. Harris, D.D., LL.D.; Daniel Curry, 
D.D., LL.D.; Bishop Henry W. Warren, D.D.; Littleton F. Morgan, 
D.D.: Jacob Todd, D.D.; James N. FitzGerald. 

Loay—Andrew V. Stout, William D. Wilson, William Wells, 


George C. Martin, Payne Pettibone, Phineas C. Lounsbury, Charles 
Scott. 


TRUSTEES OF THE MINARD HOME. 


Bishop William L. Harris, D.D., LL.D.; Rev. H. A. Buttz, D.D.; 
Rey. M. H. Ellison; Rev. L. R. Dunn, D.D.; Rev. J. M. Reid, D.D.; 
James Strong, A. V. Stout, Samuel Eddy, H. N. Ege, C. C. Moore, M.D., 
D. Campbell, J. M. Cornell, J. M. Gillette, Miss E. H. Wardell, Mrs. 
Gen. Fisk, Mrs. Rev. D. P. Kidder, Mrs. Rey. Dr. Sewall. 
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TRUSTEES OF THE METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH. 
TERM EXPIRING IN 1888. 


Ministers—Bishop Isaac W. Wiley, Joseph M. Trimble, Fernando 
C. Holliday. 


Laymen—Edward Sargent, John Cochenour, Amos Shinkle. 


To fill vacancies—time expiring in 1884: J. M. Walden in place of 
William H. Goode; P. M. Bigney in piace of Harvey De Camp. 


BOARD OF EDUCATION. 
TIME EXPIRES IN 1892. 


Ministers—John W. Lindsay, Wm. X. Ninde. 
Laymen—John Elliott, Oliver Hoyt. 


To fill vacancy—time expiring in 1888: Bishop Matthew Simpson 
to fill vacancy caused by the death of Bishop E. S. Janes. 


Report No. I of the Committee on Temporal Econ- 
omy, and also a minority report, were read, and a mo- 
tion made to adopt the majority report. On motion of 
8. A. W. Jewett, both reports were laid on the table. 

Report No. I of the Committee on the Treatment of 
the Chinese was read and adopted, as follows: 


Whereas, The treaties between the governments of the United 
States and China provide for the free immigration of citizens or sub- 
jects from either country to the other, and for their protection when 
they have so emigrated; and, 

Whereas, The Chinese government acknowledges its obligations in 
this respect, and affords protection to our missionaries and merchants 
in their respective callings; and, 

Whereas, The attitude of some sections of our country toward 
Chinese immigrants has become the occasion of much regret on our 
part and distress on theirs, all of which we believe might be relieved 
by a just administration of the treaty existing between the two 
countries; therefore, 

Resolved, 1. That it is the duty of our government to enforce all 
the rights guaranteed by treaty to the Chinese upon our shores, and 
to afford them the protection which is accorded to our citizens now 
residing within the bounds of the Chinese Empire. 

Resolved, 2. That our official papers should speak boldly and ex- 
plicitly upon this subject, and demand that the rights guarantied to 
Chinese immigrants by solemn treaty stipulations shall be sacredly 
observed. 

Resolved, 3. That we earnestly advise our people to exercise that 
charity which is due them as children of a common Father and sub- 
jects of a common redemption; and seek, so far as possible, to allay 
the hostility which has been stirred up against them. 

Resolved, 4. That we express our cordial sympathy with our brother, 
Rev. Otis Gibson, D.D., superintendent of our Chinese Mission in 
California, in the difficulties and dangers he has encountered in his 
faithful and unflinching adherence to duty in protecting Chinese im- 
migrants from persecution. 
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On motion of J. W. Ray, it was ordered to send 
copies of the resolutions in the foregoing report to our 
missionaries in China. 

On motion of J. M. Buckley, the rules were sus- 
pended, and he also moved to reconsider so much of 
the report on the Ecclesiastical Code as refers to the trial 
of members for failure in supporting the gospel minis- 
try, and the motion prevailed. 

G. L. Curtiss moved to adopt. 

The previous question being ordered, the motion to 
adopt did not prevail—ayes, 108; nays, 147. 

On motion, the Conference adjourned, the benedic- 
tion being pronounced by Lucius H. King, of New 
York Conference. : 


FRIDAY MORNING, MAY 28. 


Conference met at nine o’clock A.M., Bishop Simpson 
presiding. 

The religious exercises were conducted by Daniel G. 
Strong. 

The Journal of last evening’s session was read and 
approved. 

Ram Chandra Bose, of the North India Conference, 
was excused for the rest of the session. ; 

On motion of Sandford Hunt, the rules were sus- 
pended, in order to elect General Conference commit- 
tees and boards of managers, and the districts were 
called in numerical order. 

The Book Committee was constituted as follows: 


District. Conference. 
I. Charles A. Clark, Maine. 
II. Homer Eaton, Troy. 


III. Isaac 8. Bingham, Northern New York. 
IV. William J. Paxson, Philadelphia. 
V. Leroy A. Belt, Central Ohio. 
VI. Charles O. Fisher, Savannah. 
VII. Clement Studebaker, North-west Indiana. 
VIII. Philip G. Gillett, Illinois, 
IX. David C. John, Minnesota. 
X. Francis 8. Beggs, Saint Louis. 
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XI. John D. Hammond, Nevada. PEAS 
: FourTHDAyr, 
XII. Wm. Schreiner, North-west German. Morning. 
The Committee on Missions and Church Extension Missions sna 
was constituted as follows: : tension. 
District. Conference. 


I. J. Durkee Beeman, Vermont. 
II. James N. FitzGerald, Newark. 
III. William H. Olin, Wyoming. 
IV. Joseph M. Carr, East Ohio. 
V. Joseph M. Trimble, = Ohio. 
VI. Wm. S. Edwards, Baltimore. 
VII. John W. Locke, Southern Tlinois. 
VII. George R. Palmer, Central Illinois. , 
IX. Thomas B. Lemon, Nebraska. 


When the Tenth District was called, William Brush, 
of the Austin Conference, was nominated. 

D. P. Mitchell moved to amend, by substituting 
the name of Joseph Denison, of the Kansas Confer- 
ence. 

J. M. Reid moved to refer the matter back to the 
district delegations, which, on motion of W. R. Davis, 
was laid on the table. 

On motion of L. C. Queal it was ordered to elect by 
a count vote, in order of nomination, 

Wm. Brush received 93 votes, and Joseph Denison 
156, and he was declared elected. 


District. Conferenee, 
X. Joseph Denison, Kansas. 
XI. Charles V. Anthony, California. 
XII. Henry G. Lich, Central German. 
Report No, XIII of the Committee on the Book Con- Report of 
cern was read and adopted, as follows: et ed 


Concern 
Your Committee on the Book Concern beg leave to report the foil- No. XIII 
lowing names for the local committees east and west: BeOpiie: 
Hast—James H. Taft, John B. Cornell, and Clinton B. Fisk. 
West—Amos Shinkle, R. A. W. Bruehl, and Edward Sargent. 
W.H. Hunter was instructed to report the foregoing action to the 
General Conference. 
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st The nominations for Local Publishing Committee of 
rourmmDay, the Pittsburgh Christian Advocate were confirmed, as 


Morning. 4 

Hoa. Loblows: 

lishingCom- : ‘ e 
niniee Of Erie Conference: John Graham, Joseph Leslie. 


Pittsburgh 


Christian Pittsburgh Conference: T. N. Boyle, J. W. Baker, 
Advocate, 
H. L. Chapin. 
East Ohio Conference: I. H. Conkle, A. H. Dorner. 
West Virginia Conference: Thomas B. Hughes, 
James L, Clark. 


Par pike The nominations for Local Committee of the 
lishingCom- California Christian Advocate were confirmed, as fol- 
California lows: 


fons 
Thomas H. Sinex, F. F. Jewell, A. M. Hough, R. 
Bentley, R. G. Davisson, R. M’Elroy, J. F. Lamdin. 


Bishop Harris announced nominations, which were 
confirmed, as follows: 


Managers of MANAGERS OF THE MISSIONARY SOCIETY. 

Missionary 

ele Ministers—Daniel Wise, J. M. Tuttle, M. D'C. Crawford, Daniel 
Curry, A. S. Hunt, L. R. Dunn, A. D. Vail, A. K. Sanford, John 
Miley, J. B. Merwin, G. F. Kettell, C. F. Grimm, R. Vanhorne, 8. W. 
Thomas, J. P. Newman, A. L. Brice, J. M. Buckley, D. A. Goodsell, 
J. W. Beach, O. H. Tiffany, A. Rittenhouse, G. G. Saxe, L. 8. Weed, 
Sandford Hunt, G. W. Woodruff, J. B. Graw, M. 8. Terry, J. N. 
FitzGerald, R. A. Reed, J. M. King, H. A. Buttz, Joseph Cum- 
mings. 

Luymen—John Falconer, &. L. Fancher, J. H. Taft, T. A. Howe, 

H. M. Forrester, J. 8. M’Lean, John French, Oliver Hoyt, C. 0. North, 
Gilbert Oakley, Isaac Odell, O. H. P. Archer, G.J. Ferry, John Ste- 
venson, J. M. Fuller, G. I. Seney, G. G. Reynolds, C. B. Fisk, A. V. 
Stout, Stephen Barker, J. M. Phillips, J. H. Bentley, Harold Dollner, 
Lemuel Skidmore, J. B. Cornell, J. D. Slayback, W. C. Hamilton, 
Wilham J. Hutchinson, Anderson Fowler, Ezra B. Tuttle, Charles 
Scott, Alden Spear. 


He also announced the following nominations, which 
were confirmed: 


e 


Monagors of MANAGERS OF THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL UNION, 
.S. Union, 
Ministers—D. P. Kidder, W. H. De Puy, G. H. Whitney, H. M. 

Simpson, G. L. Taylor, W. C. Steele, J. C. Thomas, A. M’Lean, C. 8. 
Brown, W. T. Hill, B. M. Adams, G. H. Corey, Casper Jost, A. Craig 
F. Bottome, C. N. Sims, R. Wheatley, T. W. Chadwick, W. H. Rus- 
sell, J. W. Ackerly, G. HE. Strobridge, J. S. Chadwick, C. R. Barnes 
E. Hewett, J. H. Knowles, Asbury Lowrey, F. M. North, M. EB: El 
lison, W. C. Dickerson, B, T. Vincent, S. F. Upham, C. W. Buoy. 
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Laymen—S. A. Purdy, Joseph Longking, David Terry, C. R. Dis- 
osway, Ira Perego, E. S. Halstead, Thomas Nicholson, James Little, 
Daniel Denham, Jun., Jeremiah Mundell, H. D. Rolph, John Trus- 
low, T. D. Camp, A. G. Newman, S. P. Kittle, A. i. M. Purdy, J. ¥. 
Phayre, 8S. W. Andrews, J. E. Searles, Jun., J. E. Stevens, J. D. K. 
Crook, W. D. Cowan, W. K. Peyton, D. W. Wilson, T. G. Kinne, 0. W. 
Booth, Alonzo Conova, L, P. Nostrand, A. H. Creagh, Jacob Sleeper, 
J. M. Cornell, W. D. Farwell. 


He also announced the following nominations, which 
were confirmed: 


MANAGERS OF THE TRACT SOCIETY. 


Ministers—J. F. Richmond, George Hollis, J. B. Faulks, I. Simmons, 
N. Vansant, T. Lodge, A. 8. Graves, W. Tunison, G. E. Reed, J.S. 
Breckenridge, S. Parsons, G. Van Alstyne, A. C. Morehouse, C. P. 
Corter, R. C. Putney, C. E. Glover, W. H. Ferris, Philip Cline, J. W. 
Freund, R. 8. Arndt, J. A. Monroe, W. H. Mickle, O. Haviland, J. E 
Gorse, J. O. Peck, Henry Baker, Henry Spellmeyer, Gideon Draper, 
Daniel A. Whedon, C. 8. Williams, U. Larue. 

Laymen-—William Truslow, W. H. Dikeman, J. O. Fowler, Hiram 
Merritt, E. B. Treat, B. F. Weymouth, John Bentley, 8. B. Ransom, 
¥. E. Trowbridge, W. H. Falconer, Robert R. Doherty, J. H. Richards, 
H. W. Knight, H. L. Richardson, Hiram Jeliff, W. M’Conner, J. Mead, 
J. W. Felter, Samuel Booth, Henry G. Fay, W. R. Walkley, T. Cul- 
ver, C. R. Dean, G. H. Brower, I. E. Sayre, B. D. Whitney, Nathan 
Uliman, A. Anderson, William Anderson, J. Hartshorne, James 
M’Gce, G. W. Woodvine. 


He also announced the following nominations, which 
were confirmed: 


MANAGERS OF THE FREEDMEN’S AID SOCIETY. 


Ministers —L. Hitcheock, J. M. Walden, R. S. Rust, F. 8. Hoyt, 
F. C. Holliday, W. P. Stowe, J. J. Hight, A. B. Leonard, William 
Runyan, William Nast, H. Liebhart, J. Kretbiel, M. W. Taylor, 
W. W. Butler, H. B. Ridgaway, J. Y. Dobbins, A. Marine, W. L. 
Hypes, A. Harmount, B. St. James Fry, B. F. Crary, W. F. Malla- 
heu, M. J. Talbot, D. Curry. 

Laymen—A. Shinkle, M. B. Hagans, J. M. Phillips, J. D. Shutt, 
W. P. Bigney, R. Dymond, W. F. Boyd, C. G. Comegys, J. P. Magee, 
G. C. Reynolds, C. B. Fisk, W. T. Willey, J. W. Ray, Will Cumback, 
O. H. Horton, E. O. Stanard, P. G. Gillett, W. C. DePauw, David G. 
Phillips, C. W. Cole, Gabriel Strange, John Cochenour, C. Studebaker, 
F. H. Root. 


He also announced the following nominations, which 
were confirmed: 


MANAGERS OF THE BOARD OF CHURCH EXTENSION. 


 Ex-officio—Levi Scott, Matthew Simpson, Thomas Bowman, Will- 
iam L. Harris, Randolph 8. Foster, Isaac W. Wiley, Stephen M. Mer- 
rill, Edward G. Andrews, Jesse T. Peck, Henry W. Warren, Cyrus 
D. Foss, John F. Hurst, Erastus O. Haven. 

Ministers—Alpha J. Kynett, Joseph Castle, William Cooper, James 
Cunningham, William C. Robinson, Joseph Mason, W. H. Hlliott, 
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William M’Combs, 8. W. Thomas, Thomas C. Murphy, William J. 
Paxson, J. B. M’Cullough, A. Rittenhouse, 8. Pancoast, 8. EH. Post, 
Peter J. Cox, Jacob Todd, Curtis F. Turner, William B. Wood, Will- 
iam Swindells, A. Longacre, J. 8S. J. M’Connell, E. I. D. Pepper, J. B. 
Quigg, W. J. Parker, O. H. Tiffany, James Morrow, J. Richard Boyle, 
T. B. Neely, W. W. Moffett, J. B. Graw, C. H. Hoffrogge. 

Laymen—Thomas T. Tasker, Sen., Colson Hieskell, John Hunter, 
L. ©. Simon, James Long, Horace Sharp, R. England, Benjamin Scho- 
field, A. V. Stout, Charles Scott, Joseph Thompson, D. H. Bowen, 
William G. Spencer, A. H. DeHaven, John F, Keen, Thomas Green- 
back, W. H. Sutton, M. E. Clarke, W. A. Church, John H. James, 
David W. Bartine, John Gillespie, George Illman, James R. Harris, 
T. M. Adams, Joseph H. Chubb, H. Z. Zeigler, J. W. Boughton, 
William Brown, George W. Warrener, Marcus A. Davis, L. D. 
Brown, 


J. M. Walden offered the following, which was 
adopted: 

Resolved, That the salary of L. Hitchcock be continued to the date 
of the next session of the Rock River Conference, and that he be 


authorized to draw upon the Western Book Concern for the same 
and for his moving expenses from Cincinnati to Chicago. 


At the suggestion of Bishop Harris, John Lanahan 
moved the adoption of the following: 


Whereas, It is of great importance that the translations of our 
Book of Discipline and standards of doctrine from the English lan- 
guage into the German should be carefully made, conforming the 
translations to the originals as nearly as the genius of the two lan- 
guages will allow; therefore, 

Fesolved, 1. That there shall be a committee of four persons, well 
versed in both the German and English languages, appoizited by the 
General Conference, to which committee all such translations shall 
be submitted for approval before publication, and without whose ap- 
proval no such publication shall be made. 

fesolved, 2. That our Book of Discipline, thus translated and pub- 
lished, shall be authoritative and binding en our German Conferences 
and Churches in both hemispheres. 


The motion prevailed, and on nomination, William 
Nast, Louis Wallon, Henry J. Liebhart, and Jacob 
Krehbiel were appointed the committee provided for 
in the foregoing resolution. 

On motion of C. H. Fowler, the Agents of the Wes- 
tern Book Concern were authorized to engage the serv- 
ices of Daniel Curry to edit the National Repository to 
the close of the current year, 

On motion of J. M. Buckley, Bishop Harris was re- 
quested to prepare and place in the Appendix to the 
Discipline a form of charge against members. 

The Report of the Committee on the Apportionment 
of the Episcopal Fund to the several Annual Coiifer- 
ences was read and adopted, as follows: 
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The Committee to whom was referred the paper relating to the Mays. » 
Episcopal Fund respectfully report the following: Twenty- 
Whereas, The Discipline, paragraph 346, requires the Book Com- poesenept 
mittee to divide the aggregate sums required for the support of the rine 
Bishops, and of the families of deceased Bishops, among the Annual 
Conferences, according to their several ability; therefore, 
Resolved, 1. That the Book Committee be, and hereby is, directed 
to make such division on the basis of the total amount raised in the 
respective Annual Conferences for ministerial support, exclusive of 
missionary appropriations. 
Resolved, 2. That, as soon as the Book Committee shall have fixed 
the amount necessary for the support of the Bishops and other offi- 
eers elected by the General Conference, the Book Agents shall pub- 
lish in the Church papers a full itemized statement of the amounts 
so estimated. 


Bishop Simpson presented a letter from the Fraternal Fraternal 


5 ; Letter from 
Delegate from the Protestant Methodist Church, which Delegate of 
A Protestant 
was read, and referred to the Committee on Fraternal Methodist 
urch, 


Correspondence. 
The General Book Committee, just constituted, was 


permitted to retire. 
J. M. Walden moved that it is the sense of this Con- When Gen- 


e eral Con- 
ference that all committees and officers elected by the ference offi- 
5 Vie cers should 
General Conference assume their duties at the close of assume the 
h C f ‘ places to 
the Conference. which they 
Sandford Hunt moved, as an amendment, that the ant 


Book Committee elected this morning enter upon their 
duties immediately, which motion prevailed, a motion 
to lay on the table not prevailing. 
On motion it was ordered that Book Agents, and all 
officers of the General Conference except the Book Com- 
mittee, enter upon their duties June 1. 
The Committee on Episcopacy presented the follow- 
ing report: 
Report No. XIII. Item 1 was read, and the motion to Report No. 


adopt being put by the Secretary, was adopted bya Qj) hom 


rising vote. Item 2 was read and adopted. Item 3 0m Bpisco- 


paey. 
was read and adopted. 
The whole report was then adopted, as follows: 


The Committee on Episcopacy report that, having examined 
into the administration of the Bishops during the past four years, 
they approve the same, and recommend the adoption of the fol- 
lowing : 

Resolwed, 1, That the administration of the Bishops be approved, 
and that their characters pass. 

Resolwed, 2. That the venerable senior Bishop, Levi Scott, be re- 
turned on the list as “ non-effective.” 

Whereas, Bishop Levi Scott is compelled by feebleness and age to 
retire from the effective labor of the superintendency; therefore, 
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Resolved, 1. That we hereby express our appreciation of his emi- 
nent services to the Church as an executive officer, a preacher of the 
Gospel, and a Christian minister. 

Resolved, 2. That we will continue our prayers for his health and 
prosperity, and that his life in retirement may be crowned by the 
constant favor of God. 


Report No. IV was read and adopted, as follows: 


The Committee on Episcopacy having had under consideration 
that portion of the Bishops’ Address relating to their administration 
in regard to appointing Presiding Elders, recommend the following 
resolution for adoption : 

Resolved, That we approve the suggestions of the Bishops’ Ad- 
dress, that the same man shall not be kept in the office of Presiding 
Elder for more than four years consecutively; but that we do not 
think it should be recognized as a rule in regard to which there shall 
not be exceptions. 


Report No. [X was read, and adopted, as follows: 

The Committee on Episcopacy having had under consideration that 
portion of the Bishops’ Address relating to their visitation of our 
Foreign Missions, recommend the adoption of the following: 

Resolved, That we note with great satisfaction the extensive visit- 
ation of our foreign missionary work by the late Bishop Haven, Bish- 
ops Wiley, Bowman, Merrill, Andrews, and Harris, during the past 
quadrennium; and we recommend, if pra 2ticable, that all the Foreign 
Missions be visited twice during the ensuing quadrennium; and 
could these visitations be more protracted, we believe the results 
would be highly satisfactory. 


Report No. VIII was read and adopted, as follows: 

The Committee on Episcopacy having considered various memori- 
als in relation to the consecration of Bishops, orders in the ministry, 
status of the episcopacy in our system of Church government, and 
on fixing the term for which a Bishop is elected, beg leave to report 
that, in their judgment, no action is required on these subjects. 

Report No. VI was read and adopted, as follows: 


The Committee on Episcopacy recommend the General Conference 
to adopt the following: 

fresolved, That the Bishops are directed and requested to report at 
each General Conference session all formal decisions of law points 
made by them in their official administration for review by the 
General Conference, 


Report No. VII was taken up and read, whereupon 
on motion the General Conference gave the Committee 
leave to withdraw the report. 

Report No. V was taken up, and item 1 read. 

J. M. Buckley moved to amend by striking out 
Austin and inserting Topeka or Kansas City. 

J. A. Price moved to substitute Baltimore for both. 

W.H. Hunter moved to lay the substitute on the 
table, and the motion prevailed. 

John Lanahan moved to substitute Washington. City 
for both. 
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On motion of T. J. Ferril, the previous question was 
ordered, and the substitute of John Lanahan adopted. 

Item 2 was read. 

J. W. Ray offered the following substitute: 


Resolved, That the Bishops select their own residences, having re- 
gard, 1. To the interests of the Church. 2. To the suggestions made 
by the report of the Book Committee and the arguments of the 
speakers on the floor. 


Which was laid on the table, and item 2 adopted. 

Item 3 was read and adopted; and the report, as 
amended, was adopted, as follows: 

The Committee on Episcopacy, having carefully considered the sub- 
ject, recommend the General Conference to adopt the following in 
regard to the residences of the Bishops: 

fesolved, 1. That the places of residence for the Bishops severally 
during the next four years shall be New York, Boston, Philadel- 
phia, Washington, Syracuse, Cincinnati, Chicago, St. Louis, Atlanta 
or Chattanooga, Des Moines, St. Paul or Minneapolis, and San Fran- 


cisco. 
Resolved, 2. That the Bishops have the choice of residence among 


these places according to seniority in office. 

resolved, 3. That when their selections have been made they may 
not be changed during the intervals of the General Conference. 

J. C. Hartzell moved to reconsider the SEN which 
motion was laid on the table. 

The Report of the Committee on Itinerancy No. V 
was taken up and read. 

K. P. Jervis moved to insert, as an additional item, 
the following: “ Will you wholly abstain from the use 
of tobacco?” A motion to lay this on the table did 
not prevail. 

G. L. Curtiss moved to amend by inserting, ‘‘Do you 
use tobacco? If so, will you wholly abstain from its 
use?” but the motion did not prevail, and the motion 
of K. P. Jervis was adopted. 

D. Curry moved to strike out the 17th aateie re- 
lating to fasting, which was lost. 

J. W. Willett moved to strike out of 18th question 
all after the word “debt,” but the motion was laid on 
the table, and the report, as amended, was adopted, as 
follows: . 

QUESTIONS FOR ADMISSION INTO CONFERENCE. 


The Committee on Itinerancy, to whom was referred a series of 
questions to be answered by preachers before the Conference, prepar- 
atory to their admission into full connection, having considered the 


same, respectfully report: 
That they recommend an alteration in the Discipline on the “ Man- 
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May 28. ner of Receiving Traveling Preachers into Full Connection,” para- 
Twexty- graph 149, by inserting after the word “namely,” on page 97, line 4, 

FouRTHDAY. on amended series of questions, as follows: 

Morning, Have you faith in Christ? 
. Are you going on to perfection? 3 
Do you expect to be made perfect in love in this life? 
Are you earnestly striving after it? . 
. Are you resolved to devote yourself wholly to God and his work ? 
Do you know the General Rules of our Chureh? 
Do you keep them? ; 
. Haye you studied the doctrines of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church? ; 

9. After full examination, do you believe that our doctrines are in 
harmony with the Holy Scriptures, and will you preach and main- 
tain them? 

10. Have you studied our form of Church discipline and polity ? 

11. Do you approve our Church government and polity, and will 
you support and maintain them? 

12. Have you considered the Rules of a Preacher, and especially 
the first, tenth, and twelfth? 

13. Will you keep them for conscience’ sake ? 

14, Are you determined to employ all your time in the work of God? 

15. Will you diligently instruct the children in every place? 

16. Will you visit from house to house? 

17. Will you recommend fasting or abstinence both by precept 
and example? 

18. Are you in debt so as to embarrass you in the work of the 
ministry ? 

19. Will you wholly abstain from the use of tobacco? 


Crt RUE So BSE 


Heaters! J. Cummings presented the following telegram from 
telegram. = ‘ Fs 
R. G. Hutchins, of the Congregational Church, and it 
was referred to the Committee on Fraternal Corre- 
spondence: 
To the General Conference of the Methodist Episcopal Church in the 
United States. 


Dark FATHERS AND BRETHREN: Denied the pleasure of accepting 
the cordial invitation of your committee to be personally with you, 
allow me, in behalf of the National Council of the Congregational 
Churches of the United States, hereby to present to you the saluta- 
tions of our Churches, and to express the hope that you will honor 
us by sending delegates to our approaching National Council in 
St. Louis. ° 


Fraternally yours, Rosert G. Hurcuins, 

S. Mower moved that when Conference adjourns it 
adjourn to meet at two P.M. 

John Lanahan moved to amend that the Conference 
remain in session until five o’clock P.M. Laid on the 
table, and the motion of S. Mower was adopted. 

Mtvun J. W. Thompson moved to reconsider the vote by 
ment fixed. which the hour of final adjournment was fixed, which 
motion prevailed, and Conference agreed to adjourn 

. sine die at five o’clock P.M., this day. 
On motion of A. J. Kynett, the Secretary was in- 
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structed to publish in the Daily Christian Advocate. of 
to-morrow a list of reports not acted upon at the time 
of final adjournment. 

On motion of John Lanahan, five of the Bishops and 
the chairmen of the standing committees were appointed 
a committee to bring forward such reports for the ac- 
tion of Conference as they deem of greatest import- 
ance. 

The call was resumed, and the following reports were 
presented: 

Report No. VIII of the Committee on Missions was 
read and adopted, as follows: 

The Committee on Missions, to whom was referred the memorial 
of N. Sites in regard to the Conference relations of missionaries, beg 
leave to recommend the adoption of the following resolution : 


Resolved, That we deem it inexpedient to make any alterations in 
the present usage, which associates missionaries and native preach- 
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ers together in Conference, and that we see no reason to apprehend . 


any evils as likely to arise therefrom. 


Also Report No. XII of the same committee, which 
was read and adopted, as follows: 


The Committee on Missions, to whom was referred the papers in 
relation to the Minard Home, respectfully present the following 
report : 

They find that the Minard Home, intended as a home for the 
daughters of foreign missionaries and certain other children, has no 
endowment fund or other means of support, and is of no value to 
the Church, or to the beneficiaries for which it was intended, and 
is each year becoming more and more involved in debt; your Com- 
mittee, therefore, recommend that the trustees of the Mivard Home 
be authorized and. empowered to make such use of said property, or 
to make such disposition of it, as they may deem best, and make 
their report in this behalf to the next General Conference. 


Also from the same committee Report No. XIII, 
which was read and adopted, as follows: 


’ 

The Committee on Missions, to whom were referred various papers 
and resolutions relating to missionary periodicals, respectfully rec- 
ommend the adoption of the following resolutions : 

Resolved, 1. That the editors and publishers of all the weekly 
papers under the control of the General Conference be directed to 
reserve at least one column, or two columns in papers of smaller 
form, for the use of the Missionary Secretaries, and that the General 
Missionary Committee be instructed to appropriate such pecuniary 
help as may be needed to collect and prepare the necessary intelli- 
geice for said column. 

Resolved, 2. That in all the papers published in octavo form the 
nuissionary column shall be reserved on the sixth page, and in other 
papers on such page as the editor and publishers may select. 

Resolved, 3. That the editors and publishers of all our papers be 
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requested to give such additional space for missionary intelligence 
as any special exigency may demand. 


Also from the same Committee Report No. IX, which 
was read and adopted, as follows: 


The Committee on Missions, to whom were referred certain resolu- 
tions in favor of the organization of independent Methodist Episco- 
pal Churches in Europe and Asia, respectfully report the following 
resolution : : 

Resolved, That it is premature to consider at this time the question 
of establishing independent Methodist Episcopal Churches in Hurope 
and Asia. 


Also Report No. III from the same Committee, which 
was read, as follows: 


The Committee on Missions, to whom was referred the resolution 
of the Missionary Board in reference to a celebration of the ap- 
proaching semi-centennial of our foreign missions, beg leave to pre- 
sent the following report: 

As the year 1882 is the jubilee year of the foreign missions of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church, it is fitting that we should acknowledge 
in some suitable way the good hand of our God upon us during the 
half century now closing; we therefore recommend, 

1. That suitable services be held in all our churches and Sunday- 
schools at such time as shall be selected by the several Annual 
Conferences within their bounds, between the first day of May and 
the second Sunday in November, 1882. 

2. That such services shall consist in part of sermons and ad- 
dresses, which shall review the history of our missions. 

3. That our Missionary Secretaries be instructed to prepare a his- 
torical exercise for use in our Sunday-schools during these services, 
and our Book Agents be instructed to print the same. 

4, That a special effort be made to bring up the missionary contri- 
butions of the Church during the jubilee to $1,000,000. 

5. That our Bishops be instructed to bring this subject before the 
Annual Conferences of 1881, and request them to take proper meas- 
ures for the observance of the jubilee in 1882. 


On motion of Secretary Woodruff, the Conference 
adjourned, the benediction being pronounced by Alfred 
Wheeler. 


FRIDAY AFTERNOON, MAY 28. 


The Conference met pursuant to adjournment, at two 
o’clock P.M., Bishop Harris presiding. 

The religious services were conducted by William 
I. Fee. 

The Journal of the morning session was read and 
approved. 

On motion of I. W. Joyce, it was ordered that here- 
after all speeches be limited to two minutes. 
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On motion of C. H. Payne, Report No. III of the 
Committee on Missions was referred to the Bishops 
with power to act. 

Report No. X of the Committee on Missions was 
taken up, read, and adopted, as follows: 


The Committee on Missions, to whom was referred the memorial 
of the Italian Mission, asking for the organization of an Annual Con- 
ference in Italy, beg leave respectfully to recommend that the prayer 
of the memorialists be granted; provided, that the Bishop presiding 
at the meeting of the Italian Mission approve the same. 


Report No. VII of the same Committee was read and 
acted upon seriatim-: 

Items 1, 2, 3, 4, and 5 were read and adopted. Item 
6 was read, and W. H. Olin offered the following sub- 
stitute for the“ Montana Mission to include so much of 
Montana as is included in Montana Conference, and 
not included in the Black Hills Mission.” 

A motion to lay on the table did not prevail, and the 
substitute was adopted. 

The Report, as amended, was adopted, as follows: 


The Committee on Missions, to whom was referred various memo- 
rials relating to our work at different points on the western frontier, 
beg leave to recommend tlie organization of the following Missions: 

1. The West Nebraska Mission—to be bounded as follows: Be- 
ginning at the north-east corner of Holt County, and running thence 
south to the south-west corner of Nance County, thence east to the 
north-east corner of Merrick County, thence south to the Platte 
River, thence up said river to the north-west corner of Phelps 
County, thence south to the north line of the State of Kansas, in- 
cluding all the State of Nebraska north and west of said line. 

2. The Utah Mission—to include all the territory heretofore em- 
braced in the Utah Conference, except the portion extending into the 
Territory of Wyoming. 

3. The Black Hills Mission—to be bounded as follows: Beginning 
at the southern line of Dakota Territory, at longitude 101° west, 
thence north to the southern boundary of the Minnesota Conference, 
thence west to 105° west longitude, thence south to a line extending 
due west from the place of beginning, and thence east to the place 
of beginning. ; 

4. The Dakota Mission—to include all that part of Dakota Terri- 
tory south of the Minnesota Conference, and east of the Black Hills 
Mission. 

5. The Indian Mission—to include the Indian Territory. 

6. The Montana Mission—to include so much of Montana as is in- 
cluded in Montana Conference, and not included in the Black Hills 


Mission. 


Report No. VI of the Committee on Itinerancy was 


read. 
J. M. Buckley moved to strike out question 26, under 
24 
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the previous question, but the motion was lost; and the 
Report, was adopted, as follows: 


The Committee on Itinerancy having considered the proposed order 
of business for Annual Conferences submitted to them, beg leave to 
present the following Report; ’ 

They recommend a change in the series of questions contained in 
the Discipline, paragraph 77, page 53, so that they shall read as 
follows: 

1. Who are Received by Transfer, and from what Conferences? 
2. Who are Admitted on Trial? 

3. Who remain on Trial? 

4. Who are Discontinued? 

5. Who are Admitted into Full Connection? 

6. Who are Re-admitted ? 

7. Who are Received on Credentials from other Churches? 

8. What Traveling Preachers have been elected Deacons? 

9. What Traveling Preachers have been ordained Deacons? 

10. What Local Preachers have been elected Deacons? 

11. What Local Preachers have been ordained Deacons? 

12. Who are the Traveling Deacons of the First Class? 

13. Who are the Traveling Deacons of the Second Class? 

14. What Traveling Deacons have been elected Elders? 

15. What Traveling Deacons have been ordained Elders? 

16. What Local Deacons have been elected Elders ? 

17. What Local Deacons have been ordained Elders? 

18. Who are the Supernumerary Preachers ? 

19. Who are the Superannuated Preachers? 

20. Was the Character of each Preacher Examined? 

21. Have any Died? 

22. Have any been Transferred, and to what Conferences? 

23. Have any Withdrawn? 

24. Have any been Located at their own request? 

25. Have any been Located ? 

26. Have any been Permitted to Withdraw under Charges? 

27. Have any been Expelled ? 

28. Who are Selected for Triers of Appeals? 

29. What is the Statistical Report for this Conference year? 

30. What are the Claims on the Conference Fund? 

31. What has been Received on these Claims, and how has it been 
Applied? ; 

32. Where are the Preachers Stationed ? 

33. Where shall the next Conference be held? 


Report No. VII of the Committee on the Book Con- 
cern was read. 

Resolution 1 was read and adopted. 

Resolution 2 was read, and A. M. Hough moved to 
amend by laying on the table so much of the resolution 
as refers to reporting the indebtedness of preachers to 
the Annual Conference; which motion was laid on the 
table, and the resolution adopted. 

Resolutions 3, 4, 5, and 6, were read and adopted. 

J. M. Carr moved to strike out the words, “the Dis- 
tricts in which the Annual Conferences are distributed,” 


1880.] Journal of the General Conference. 


which was laid on the table; and the Report was 
adopted, as follows: 


Your Committee on the Book Concern, having had under consid- 
eration the reports of the Book Agents, and the accounts and other 
papers of the Book Concern during the past quadrennium, beg 
leave to submit partial report No. VII. 

We carefully examined the reports referred to us, and find the as- 
sets of the Book Concern to consist of: 

Real Estate: 


Magis eee: Peta d eee sin See $694,321 46 

Miceli e PA ks. eeadisn eee 298,000 00 
Merchandise, ete.: 

ASU ereNe mee aie o otsrcialeiehaisroeeine 606,856 95 

BVVFOS Te caress Mr sit. 15. sic cls chav esSias ever 400,957 38 
Notes and accounts: 

TORTS) ec ASRS one ea ee See He ane 488,041 73 

Wiest. BO BIAS. co oc.ceec.us bee 286,100 58 
Loan to Episcopal Fund: 

Baste ficken Bee tenes: cad 4 SUGLG as 

West. .....-< CRC OS OREN SI 32,194 91 
Cash on hand: 

Hast Bee adonk feiss Va: 53,412 06 

West. .0)... Soc umacese SOCOES SO 16,403 56 

DOE | te ARPS SMe on beso du GoNtods $2,956,904 87 


And the liabilities to consist of: 
Bonds, notes, and accounts: 


| ULE er Baio oe SC dgbeS poncoode $692,478 80 
Notes and accounts: 
NCS cei adele 6 UE RCRI MINS Cea 487,952 82 
Due to subscribers for pre-payment: 
DSS on opood possensaegc 9650 44,661 27 
Totals... 0. Grobudorcoobtcod poatioe $1,225,092 89 
Apsots remainin gies ses os ose ee $1,731,811 98 


From which the Book Agents deduct for probable loss on out- 
standing notes and accounts: 


AS Cire ret eieh crsle.eiorclo"t.s Sisiaie sicvaue's - $105,540 01 

BY) CS Uiruens tela valayoleri ie atten iseay ers eens 71,525 14 
NO baltacecnessxorets/svejesctete/seeaots sleleiscuteaeritil OGp Lb 
Leaving net asset8.......0......0. -- $1,554,746 83 


Notes AND ACCOUNTS OUTSTANDING. 


We consider the amount of outstanding notes and accounts, 
$774,142 31, very large; in the first year of the present quadren- 
nium they amounted to $683,405 34, namely: In the Kast, 
$374,086 34, and in the West, $309,319 00, showing an increase of 
$113,955 39, in the Hast, and a decrease of $23,218 42, in the West, 
at the end of the fourth year of the quadrennium. 

A further increase of this item of the assets should be prohibited, 
yea, a speedy decrease is advisable. 


We find that the Local Committees, East and West, were requested — 


to classify the outstanding notes and accounts, which was done by 
them with great care, and resulted as follows, by the rule given to 
them ; 
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_ Amount, Per cent. 

New York: 

Goothacesers Fajele niece dao ar ease ere BOOST LU LEO 87.35 

Doubtful irene snvee sors as Rae ores aon 14,496 26 5.39 

Worthless......esesese--ee se. 36,508 18 9.06 
Boston: 

Goode es Ns latelne rears 22,810 76 93.55 

Doubtiiiceu.ss- ents ase avereterchate 1,084 29 4.44 

Worthless...... Ta lvera ctetatenaral sieves 489 24 2.01 
Buffalo : 

Goodumenmrereciciere crotereacalercisnatere 3 12,724 09 92.97 

Doubthals sss. 5/5 Me clatels eeiesteaieise 599 82 4.38 

SWiOTthlGassi eres ets v.c1s e's. s:sm) wis ciores 361 82 2.65 
Pittsburgh : 

Good eee. eiStaie. 6 shatsretelelete eters 20,776 97 78.29 

Doubtful. sees NBAOCOCOOUOUCUO 35290) 3 P2739 

Wirt bless: ae cteete ere aiatereleveleioievatate 2,473 47 9.32 
San Francisco: 

GOOdg. Geechee or aialesonire Siete teeta 16,848 93 82.91 

Domb tEUlK. erctcnistemre.ais ore ecversiese 1,559 38 7.67 

IWiorthlessijas ercls oes cletelelcieres rele 1,914 88 9.42 
Cincinnati : 

Goods sree A INOC OO OR ARC One 112,257 04 80.55 

iD) Our thulye rarest src erelorsieloieerersts . 14,375 65 10.32 

IW. Orthless WPtoutcec'aso sais otorsjesere sre 12,721 49 9.13 
Chicago: 

(OOM. <5 cere ere etarsrel sve, ois eierorarve 42,396 72 39.86 

Doubthulecec ecretsscic « ecisheus ern tere 18,862 64 17.73 

WOTEDIOSS ie storercie ove eVelereis'« Sieversests 45,115 99 42.41 
St. Louis: 

(Goods aareparcter erssters oralerete sheers 17,862 45 57.7 

Doubthilitrnvypstesn tere ceil cotreiece 5,318 05 17.21 

Worthlessiia. wiesceseces asinasae 7,736 60 25.02 
Atlantis com cece stereos sic o.s oe coceiainrees 9,453 95 ; 


[No classification at Chicago and St. Louis. ] 

The “doubtful” and “worthless” notes and accounts have been 
accumulating during a period of over twenty years. At New York, 
the eastern depositories, and Cincinnati, the deduction of twenty- 
five per cent will probably cover the losses, but not at the western 
depositories. To prevent the further increase of the amount of notes 
and accounts, the Book Committee, at its annual session in 1877 
passed the following resolution, namely: 

fesolwed, That the Agents of the Methodist Book Concern are in- 
structed to refuse any and all persons further credit who may fail 
to pay in full the amount falling due at the meeting of their respect- 
ive Annual Conferences, and when any approved note is accepted 
by the Agents in settlement of an account, it shall not be for a long- 
er time than ninety days, and if not paid at maturity, no further 
credit shall be allowed until the note shall have been paid.” 

We recommend that the foregoing resolution be also adopted by 
this General Conference. 

Further, we recommend that the Book Agents who shall be elected 
be instructed by this General Conference to make strenuous efforts, 
during the present quadrennium, to collect as many of the outstand- 
ing notes and accounts, and as soon as possible; and that any one 
who will not settle satisfactorily, if a preacher, be reported to his 
Conference by them without exercising further forbearance, and that 
the Beok Agents and managers of depositories report to each other 
delinquents, so that none can get credit at other places, when at one 
credit is refused on account of non-payment of a note or an account. 

We also recommend that the classification of outstanding notes and 
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accounts, begun by the Local Committees, be continued, and the Book 
Agents be instructed that the “doubtful” notes and accounts shall 
appear in the annual statements hereafter, at such a reduced value 
as the Book Committee may order, and the “ worthless” notes and 
accounts. for which payment cannot be secured in any way, be passed 
to “ profit and loss account” from year to year, to avoid a further 
accumulation of worthless notes and accounts. 

The Book Agents further shall be instructed to keep a record of 
the “ doubtful” and “ worthless ” notes and accounts, of which there 
is some hope that payment may be effected, in a separate book, and 
to each Annual Conference, at its session, t!ey shall furnish a list of 
such notes and accounts, and of other notes and accounts, which 
remain unpaid by the members of the respective Conferences, so that 
the Conference may aid them in the collection of said notes and ac- 
counts. 


GAINS AND LOoSssEs. 


From the very minute report of the Book Committee of the past 
quadrennium of the gains and losses, which you find on pages 10 and 
11 of the printed report, and to which allow us to draw your atten- 
tion, we find that two eastern depositories—Buffalo and Pittsburgh 
—have had net gains to the amount of $14,298 67, while the two 
other depositories—Boston and San Francisco—had net losses 
amounting to $20,927 53. 

The western depositories all have had net losses, which amount to 
$74,912 73, of which amount $33,876 97 was brought about by the 
reappraisement and sale of real estate, leaving a net loss in the busi- 
ness of $41,035 76. 

The eastern Book Agents report a net gain of $201,978 04 during 
the quadrennium, but they sustained a loss by the reappraisement 
of their real estate, ete., of $135,096 97; therefore only $56,881 07 
could be added by them to their capital as gain during the past quad- 
rennium. 

The Western Book Agents would have been able to report a gain 
of $14,619 71, instead of $27,107 26 decrease, of their capital, had the 
value of the real estate not been reduced $43,726 97 by re-appraise- 
ment. 

They sustained, also, losses to the amount of $73,538 48, in the 
publication of periodicals ordered by the General Conference to be 
published. 

We recommend further that the rule for classification of the out- 
standing notes and accounts shall be as follows: 

Notes and accounts standing out over five years at the time of 
classification, which shall be in the Kast in the month of May and 
in the West in the month of November each year, whereon nothing 
has been paid of principal or interest durfng the last five years, shall 
be considered “‘ worthless,” except payment can be secured in some 
way; those being five years old at the time of classification on which 
nothing has been paid during the last two years of principal or in- 
terest, shall be considered ‘“‘ doubtful,” and those standing out two 
years shall be considered ‘‘ good,” except any known to be “ worth- 
less” or “ doubtful.” 

Your Committee recommend that an earnest and united effort by 
the Book Concerns and depositories be made to reduce the indebted- 
ness of the Book Concerns during the next quadrennium. ; 

We would also recommend that paragraph 332 of our Discipline 
be stricken out, and paragraph 317 changed so that it will read as 
follows : 

‘The General Conference shall elect a Book Committee to serve 
for four years, consisting of one from each of the General Confer- 
ence Districts into which the Annual Conferences are distributed, 
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and of three from New York or its vicinity, and three from Cincin- 
nati or vicinity; which Committee shall, during the interval of the 
General Conference, have power to fill vacancies occurring in its 
own body. Such Committee shall have the general supervision of 
the publishing interests of the Church, examine carefully into their 
condition, and make report of the same to the Annual Conference 
and to the General Conference, and shall have full power to close all 
depositories and periodicals when the Committee believes the inter- 
ests of the Church and Book Concern demand it: said action, how- 


ever, shall not be taken except by a two-thirds vote of the Commit- 


tee, due notice of such contemplated action also having been given 
the Book Agents. And the Committee shall also have the power to 


order expenses curtailed in any of the entire Book Concern de- 


partments when it deem it necessary for the welfare of the Church 
and Book Concern. 

“When such action as above specified shall have been taken by 
said Book Committee notice shall forthwith be given to the Agents, 
who shall proceed at once to carry out the instructions of the Com- 
mittee. 

“The Book Agents shall be also authorized by the General Con- 
ference, by and with the advice and consent of the Book Committee, 
to sell any real estate or personal property when it be deemed for the 
best interests of the Church and Book Concern, and shall also attend 
to all matters referred to it by the Agents or editors for its action or 
counsel.” 


Report No. XVI of the Committee on Itinerancy was 
read and adopted, as follows: ; 


ANNUAL CONFERENCE JOURNALS, 


The Committee on Itinerancy have attended to the duty of the 
examination of the Journals of the several Annual Conferences, and 
beg leave to submit the following as their Report: 

The Journals of the following Conferences are approved, namely; 
Baltimore, California, Central German, Central New York, Central 
Ohio, Central Pennsylvania, Central Tennessee, Chicago ‘German, 
Cincinnati, Colorado, East German, East Maine, Erie, Florida, Foo- 
chow, Genesee, Germany and Switzerland, Holston, Hlinois, Indiana, 
Iowa, Maine, Minnesota, Mississippi, Missouri, Nebraska, Nevada, 
New Hampshire, New Jersey, New York, New York East, North 
Carolina, Northern New York, North Indiana, North-west German, 
North-west Swedish, Norway, Ohio, Rock River, Saint Louis, Saint 
Louis German, Savannah, South-east Indiana, Southern California, 
Southern Central, Southern German, Southern Illinois, South India, 
Texas, Troy, Upper Iowa, Vermont, Virginia, West Texas, West 
Wisconsin, Western German, Wilmington, Wisconsin, and Wyoming, 

The Journal of Alabama Conference is approved, with the ex- 
ceptions that its chirography is not fair, its orthography is defective, 
it contains no Conference roll, it does not show the disciplinary 
questions to be all answered, it is not authenticated, it covers omis- 
sions with “‘ etc., etc.,” it has erasures, interlineations, and papers pasted 
on its pages, and, on page 147, it presents a record ‘of the transaction 
of business on the Lord’s day. 

The Journal of Arkansas Conference is approved, excepting that 
some reports which should have been recorded are omitted. 

The Journal of Central Illinois Conference is approved, with the 
exceptions that items of business are not recorded in separate para- 
graphs, and it does not mention in what places the twenty-first and 
and twenty-third sessions were held. The punctuation is so deficient 
as to obscure the sense. In three cases of trial the findings of the 
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‘committees are not recorded. The statistics of the twenty-first and 
twenty-second sessions are not given, nor are the appointments of 
the twenty-first, which also lacks the signatures of Bishop and sec- 
retary. No minutes or documents of the trials were sent to ‘the 
General Conference, as the Discipline requires. 

The Journal of Columbia River Conference is approved, except that 
it is deficient in Conference roll and lists of appointments. 

The Journal of Delaware Conference is approved, except in its 
defective orthography and its omissions in transcriptions, which ‘in 
‘some cases make the record unintelligible. 

The Journal of Des Moines Conference is approved, with the ex- 
‘ceptions that it has no Conference roll, the findings of the committee 
in the case of B. Skinn are not recorded, and the minutes of the 
Sea and fifth days of the session do not appear to have been ap- 
proved. 

The Journal of Detroit Conference is approved, except that, oh 
page 12, the decision in the appeal case of John Levington is not 
clearly stated. 

The Journal of East Ohio Conference is approved, with the excep- 
tions following: The record of the third session is not signed by the 
secretary; on page 19 something is shown to have been presented, 
read, and adopted, but what it was does not appear; on page 52 the 
president of a court appointed by the Conference is represented as 
giving his opinion so as to form a majority of the court, and this 
the Committee regard as unauthorized. 

The Journal of Georgia Conference is approved, except that for the 
second, third, and fourth sessions it has no Conference roll, and is 
not authenticated. 

The Journal of Kansas Conference is approved, except in. the ab- 
sence of a Conference roll and in defective orthography on pages 
406 and 456. 

The Journal of Kentucky Conference is approved, except that it 
is written with insufficient care. 

The Journal of Lexington Conference is approved so far as relates 
to the sessions of 1877, 1878, and 1879. It contains no record of 
the session of 1880, and in this respect is deserving of censure. 

The Journal of Liberia Conference is approved, with the following 
exceptions: It is kept on unbound sheets instead of in a book. It 
has no Conference roll. By special order of the Committee the at- 
tention of the General Conference is called to the mention made in 
the records of the session of 1880 of what is termed “ the initiatory 
step” for the severance of the Liberia Conference from the Meth- 
odist Episcopal Church, in which step all the members of the Confer- 
ence appear to have concurred. As looking to such severance, a pas- 
toral address, appealing to the laity of the Liberia Conference, and 
also 4 memorial addressed to this General Conferenee, were adopted. 
And, though the records say that these papers are appended to the 
Journal of the Conference of 1880, they are not so appended. It is 
proper to add that the delegate from Liberia has attempted an ex- 
planation of this proceeding, but it is neither clear nor satisfactory 
to the Committee. 

The Journal of Louisiana Conference is approved, with exceptions, 
as follows: For 1877 there is no note of business as under disciplin- 
ary questions. For 1878 it states (page 15) an expulsion, but the 
papers and documents are not sent to the General Conference. It 
also states that the case of John Brooks was referred to the Presid- 
ing Elder for trial, but the Journal of 1879 has no record of a report 
of the proceedings consequent, and simply ‘says, (page 16,) “The 
eharacter of John Brooks was passed.” : 

The Journal of Little Roek Vonference is approved, except that it 
has no Conference roll. 
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The Journal of Michigan Conference is approved, except that for 
1878 it is not properly authenticated. 

The Journal of Newark Conference is approved, except that statis- 
tical tables are wanting, and the disciplinary questions are not prop- 
erly noted. 

The Journal of New England Conference is approved, with the 
exceptions that, on page 76, ‘it states that a certail motion was made, 
but does not record the action, and that it is defective in orthog- 
raphy. 

The Journal of North India Conference.is approved, except as it is 
not signed by the Presidents. 

The Journal of North Ohio Conference is POP EONES, except that 
for 1879 it is not signed by the secretary. 

The Journal of North- west Indiana Carre is approved, except 
that for 1877 and 1879 it is not signed by the secretary ; for 1877, 
1878, and 1879 it does not contain the appointments; and it has no 
Conference roll. 

The Journal of North-west Iowa Conference is approved, except 
in lacking the signature of the Bishop. 

The Journal of Oregon Conference is approved, with the excep- 
tions that, for the most part, names of makers of motions are omitted, 
and the signature of President and secretary are wanting. 

The Journal of Philadelphia Conference is approved, except that 
for 1878 and 1880 it is not signed by the Bishop. 

The Journal of Pittsburgh Conference is approved, except in the 


absence of a Conference roll. 


The Journal of Providence Conference is approved, except as defi- 
cient in a Conference roll and lists of appointments. 

The Journal of South Carolina Conference is approved, except as 
not signed by the Bishop. 

The Journal of South Kansas Conference is approved with these 
exceptions: It has no. title page: it is signed by the recording 
secretary instead of the secretary; the names of offerers of mo- 
tions are not given; resolutions and statistics are pasted on the 
page instead of neatly written; and the statistical tables lack uni- 
formity. 

The Journal of Sweden Conference is approved, except as wanting 
the Bishop’s signature. 

The Journal of Tennessee Conference is approved, except as it has 
no Conference roll, and for a single year is unauthenticated. 

The Journal of Utah Conference is approved, with the exception 
that for 1876, 1877, and 1878 it is not signed. 

The Journal of Washington Conference is approved, with 
the exceptions of deficiency in orthography and proper authenti- 
cation. 

The Journal of West Virginia Conference is approved, except that 
it has no Conference roll, omits names of makers of motions, fails to 
state the decisions of the Bishops upon questions of law submitted, 
and for 1877 is not signed by the Bishop. 

The Journals of the Austin, Central Alabama, and Montana Con- 
ferences have not been produced before the Committee, and, in their 
judgment, the omission merits the censure of the General Con- 
ference. 

It is recommended that secretaries give particular attention to a 
proper heading of pages, marginal indexes, and clearness and accu- 
racy of statement of business ‘transacted, 

The Committee also recommend that the Annual Conferences may 
print and bind in quadrennial volumes their Journals, rolls of Confer- 
ence, reports of committees, statistics and appointments, certified by 
the presiding Bishops and the secretaries as the records of said Con- 
ferences, to which shall be appended the certificate of the secretary 
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of the last session in the quadrennium that the said volume is a cor- 
rect and complete record of the proceedings of the Conference, and 
was adopted by the Conference as its official record; said volumes, 
so certified and authenticated, may be sent to the General Confer- 
ence instead of the manuscript journals. 


C. C. Stratton offered the following resolution, which 
was adopted: 


That Dr. H. C. Benson, Editor of the California Christian Advocate, 
be allowed three months’ pay, unless previously employed in other 
service. 


A similar resolution with reference to Rev. J. H. Ac- 
ton, Editor of the Pacific Christian Advocate, was laid 
on the table. 

Report No. IV of the Committee on Education was 
read. 

A motion to lay the Report on the table did not pre- 
vail. 

John Lanahan moved to indefinitely postpone the 
Report, and the motion prevailed. 

Report No. III of the Committee on Revisals was 
read and acted upon seriatim. 

Changes in paragraphs 96, 144, 177, 151, 179, 176, 
223, 237, 239 were each in order adopted, and the Re- 
port adopted, as follows: 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON REVISALS—NO. III. 


The Committee on Revisals respectfully report that, having care- 
fully considered all the papers submitted to us. 

We recommend the changing of the Discipline in the following 
items: 

1. In paragraph 96, section 2, page 66, after the words “to 
preach,” fourth line from top of page, and also in paragraph 181, aft- 
er the words ‘to preach,” in third line of the paragraph, insert the 
words: ‘‘To examine them in such course of study as the Bishops 
shall prescribe.” 

2. In paragraph 144 strike out item 2, and read the previous part 
of the paragraph thus: ‘A preacher is to be received on trial by an 
Annual Conference.” 

8. Strike out all of paragraph 177. 

4, Add to paragraph 151 the following: “ But he shall in all cases 
answer the questions in paragraph 149, in the presence of the annu- 
al meeting. when practicable, otherwise in the presence of the Super- 
intendent of the Mission.” 

5. Add to paragraph 179 as follows: “In case he lives beyond 
the bounds of his Conference, he shall forward annually a certiticate 
similar to that required of a superannuated preacher.” 

6. In paragraph 176, section 2, after “circuit,” add, “or sta- 


tion.” 
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7, Add to paragraph 223 the words: “ The preacher in charge 
shall preside, and the forms of trial shall be observed.” 

8. In paragraph 237, after the words ‘“ Judicial Conference,” add: 
“And shall decide all questions of law, subject to an appeal to the 
General Conference.” 

9. In paragraph 239 strike out the words in parentheses, and in- 
sert after the words, “ pleadings on both sides,” (three lines from end 
of paragraph,) the words: “ Counsel on both sides shall be members 
of an Annual Conference.” 


Report No. V of the Committee on Revisals was read 
and acted upon seriatim ; and the Report, as amended, 
adopted, as follows: 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON REVISALS—NO, VY. 


The Committee on Revisals recommend the following changes in 
the Discipline: 

1. In paragraph 97 divide the first question to be asked at each 
Quarterly Conference into two distinct questions, to be numbered 
respectively 1 and 2, thus: 

(1.) Who are approved as Trustees ? 

(2.) Who are approved as Sunday-school Superintendents ? 

Under the fourth question add: ‘‘From Local Preachers,” and 
“ From Sunday-school Superintendents,” so that these sub-questions 
will read: 

“‘(1.) From the Pastor? 

“(2.) From Local Preachers ? 

“(3,) From Sunday-school Superintendents ? 

“(4.) From Class Leaders ? 

“(5.) From Committees ?” 

Also to insert after the twentieth question, in the fourth Quarter- 
ly Conference, the following: 

Has the Pastor prepared a Catalogue or Plan of his Charge, as 
required by the Discipline? 

Also to insert in paragraph 98, after ‘On Sunday-schools,” the 
words ‘ On Temperance.” 

In section 3, paragraph 99, strike out the words, “ Have they 
fruit? ” and read the rest of the section as follows: 

“Have any been truly convinced of sin and converted to God, and 
are believers edified by their preaching ?” 

In paragraph 100 strike out the word “three,” and read: ‘ As 
long as these marks concur.” 

2. In paragraph 157, section 9, (page 104,) add at the close of the 
paragraph the following: “ Also a four years’ course of reading and 
study for Local Preachers.” 

“81. To make at the close of each Conference year a regular cata- 
logue of the members, in towns and cities, by streets and numbers.” 

3. In paragraph 182, page 122, after ‘ shall meet in class,” insert 
the following: ‘ And shall make a report of his labors annually to 
the fourth Quarterly Conference of the circuit or station to which he 
is amenable.” 

4. At the close of paragraph 193, page 127, strike out the words, 
“at the last quarterly meeting,” and insert instead, “of the 
charge.” 

5. In paragraph 207 strike out the words, ‘‘as in the case of gross 
immorality,” and substitute, ‘as directed in paragraph 203, sections 
1, 2, and 3.” 


or 


1880. ] -Sournal of the General Conference. 


6. Change the heading of paragraph 221 so as to read: 
“IMPRUDENT AND UNCHRISTIAN Conpuocr.” 


7. Add to paragraph 237, page 146, the following: “But if the 
case be remanded for a new trial, the papers submitted shall be re- 
turned to the secretary of the Annual Conference of which the ac- 
cused is a member.” 

8. In paragraph 247, section 6, page 155, fourth line of the para- 
graph, strike out the word “ first ’ and insert “fourth,” so as to read: 
“ Before the fourth Quarterly Couference.” 

9. In paragraph 249, in seventh line of paragraph, after the words 
“more than nine,” insert, “‘ for each Sunday-school in the charge.” 

10. In paragraph 362, page 211, substitute the word “charge” 
for ‘‘ circuit.” 

11. In paragraph 488, page 317, eleventh line from top, substitute 
the word “ fearful” for “horrible,” so as to read: “The fearful pun- 
ishment.” 

12. Your Committee recommend the insertion of a new paragraph 
immediately after paragraph 98, page 74, to read as follows: 

4 —. ‘“‘It shall be the duty of the Committee on Church Records 
to see that the Records of Membership, and the Records of the Lead- 
ers and Stewards’ Meétiug, the Sunday-school Board, the Board of 
Trustees, and the Quarterly Conference, are properly kept; and when 
any of these books are filled up, or are no longer in use, they shall 
be deposited with the Recording Steward for preservation.” 

13. On a memorial from the officers and managers of the Philadel- 
phia Conference Historical Society, asking this General Conference 
to incorporate in the Discipline a constitution of a Church Historical 
Society, to be located in Philadelphia, and controlled by the General 
Conference, your Committee respectfully report that they deem such 
action on the part of the General Conference inexpedient, inasmuch 
as it would necessarily burden the General Conference with an insti- 
tution which can be better managed and cared for by the existing so- 
ciety from which this memorial comes. 

The Committee recommend the General Conference to change para- 
graph 176, section 7, of the Discipline, so as to read, ‘‘To read and 
explain the General Rules at least once a year in every congregation.” 
Also, strike out from the order of business of the first, second, and 
third Quarterly Conferences the question, “Have the General Rules 
been read this Quarter?” and change the form of this question in the 
fourth Quarterly Conference so as to read, ‘‘ Have the General Rules 
been read this Year.” 


Report No. IV of the Committee on Revisals was read. 

Item 3 was read. J. M. Buckley moved as a substi- 
tute, to strike out “Quarterly Conference,” and in- 
sert “his class,” which was laid on the table. 

On motion of M. S. Terry, item 3 was adopted by a 
vote of 130 to 109, and the rest of the Report was with- 
drawn. 


The item adopted is, as follows: 


For paragraph 57, section 1, substitute the following; 

“Let the classes, wherever practicable, be composed of not more 
than twenty persons, and let the leader report at each Quarterly Con- 
ference the condition of his class, as follows: 

“J, Number of members in class. 

“©2. Number of probationers. 
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. Average attendance. 
. Number habitually absent. 
. Number of class-meetings held. 
Number who contribute to the support of the Church, 
. Number of visits made. 
Number of heads of families in the class, and what proportion 
of them observe family worship. 
9. Number of Church papers taken by class members. 
10. Miscellaneous matters. 


OIG Pw 


The Judiciary Committee presented Report No. III, 
which was adopted, as follows: 


In the matter of the appeal of Rev. L. R. Thayer, of the New En- 
gland Conference, the Judiciary Committee respectfully report: 

That it appears that at a session of said Conference the following 
question of law was propounded: 

“Has a member of a Conference a right to withdraw therefrom, 
there being no official charges presented against him, in the interim 
of the sessions of the Conference; and if he withdraw does he cease 
to be a member of the Conference from the time of his withdrawal?” 

The presiding Bishop gave the following answers: 

“1. It is the right of any member of a Conference to give notice of 
withdrawal from the Conference, through the proper officer, when 
there are no charges presented against him. 

“9. But the withdrawal is not complete until the Conference with 
which he was connected takes action upon it.” 

From this decision the present appeal was taken. 

Your Committee report that, in their opinion, the answers given 
above were correct, and that the appeal should not be sustained. 


The Judiciary Committee presented Report No. VI, 
which was adopted, as follows: 


The following question, submitted by E. P. Phelps and another, was 
referred to the Committee: 

“Has the General Conference of the Methodist Episcopal Church, 
either directly or through a commission appointed by said Conference, 
the legal right to deed, sell, give, or in any way dispose of, or trans- 
fer a Church house or parsonage, held according to the law of the 
State and the Discipline of said Church by trustees properly appoint- 
ed, to or for the use of members and ministers of another Church or 
denomination, or for any other use or purpose, without the consent 
of the trustees and other parties interested in it, under the Discipline 
of the Methodist Episcopal Church?” 

This question the Committee answer in the negative. 

Another question was submitted, which, for want of knowledge of 
the particular facts in the case, the Committee cannot answer further 
than is necessarily implied from the answer above given. 


On motion, the Secretary was instructed to furnish a 
certified copy of the above to E. P. Phelps. 
"Report No. VII of the Committee on the State of the 
Church was read and adopted, as follows: 


The Committee on the State of the Church, to whom was referred 
the memorial of the Metropolitan Church, of Washington, D.C., make 
the following report: 

Whereas, The General Conference since 1852 has been committed 
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to this enterprise, and has had an advisory care over it, and been in 
a measure responsible for its existence; and, 

Whereas, This Church is a valuable property, costing about 
$225,000, and is now incumbered for only about $35,000; and, 

Whereas, The Church has accomplished and is accomplishing the 
work for which it was designed, and has a large congregation and 
Sabbath-schcol, and is in a good spiritual condition; and, 

Whereas, The trustees and friends of said Church in Washington 
have paid liberally toward its debt and running expenses, and pledge 
themselves to continue to do so, provided said sum of $35,000, 
which is now pressing them, can be provided for; 

Now, therefore, in consideration that the trustees of said Church 
pledge the further sum of $5,000; 

fresolved, That we request the Bishops of our Church to make an 
appeal to the Churches in our Connection in the United States for 
a collection on or before the second Monday in October next, for the 
purpose of paying the bonded debt of said Church. 


_ Report No. IV of the Committee on the State of the 
Church was read, and A. J. Kynett offered the follow- 
ing, as a substitute, which was accepted by the Com- 
mittee, and read. 

John Lanahan moved to amend by inserting after 
the word “ monthly ” the words “or quarterly,” and it 
was adopted; and the Report, as amended, was adopted 
as follows: 


In order to provide for the better diffusion of information concern- 
ing the benevolent work of our Church, the General Conference di- 
rects as follows: 

1. There shall be published and sent to all our traveling preachers, 
and to such others as may subscribe for the same, a periodical, in 
magazine form, to be called ‘“‘The Monthly (or Quarterly) Manual 
of the Methodist Episcopal Church,” to include a department of 
Education, of Missions, of Church Extension, of Freedmen’s Aid, of 
Sunday-schools and Tracts, and of Publication. 

2. The Book Agents at New York and Cincinnati, the Corre- 
sponding Secretaries of the Board of Education, of the Missionary 
Society, of the Board of Church Extension, of the Freedmen’s Aid 
Society, and the Editor of the Sunday-school Advocate and Tracts, 
shall constitute a Committee of Publication for said Manual, with 
authority to make all necessary arrangements for the issue of the same. 

3. Each department above named shall be entitled to at least four 
pages in each number of said Manual, and the officer representing 
such department shall be the editor of the same, and as such shall 
furnish all the matter to be published therein at least twenty days 
before the date of issue. 

4. The Book Agents at New York shall publish and mail said 
manual ag the Committee of Publication may direct, and after cred- 
iting amounts received by subscriptions, shall divide the remainder 
of actual cost of issue among the several societies represented in 
proportion to the space allotted to each. 

5. The several societies and boards above named are hereby au- 
thorized and directed to appropriate the amounts required of each in 
order to publish the Manual, as above provided. 

6. The first number of said Manual shall be issued not later than 


October, 1880. 
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The Committee on Boundaries presented their Re- 
port for publication in the Journal: 


ALABAMA CONFERENGE. 


1. Alabama Conference shall include the Lebanon, Birmingham, 
West Alabama, and South Alabama Districts, embracing also the 
Sand Mountain and Scottsborough Charges, and also that portion of 
the State of Florida lying west of the Appalachicola River. 


ARKANSAS CONFERENCE. 
2. Arkansas Conference shall include the State of Arkansas. 


AUSTIN CONFERENCE. 
3. Austin Conference shall include the State of Texas. 


BALTIMORE CONFERENCE. 


4, Baltimore Conference shall embrace the District of Colum- 
bia, the Western Shore of Maryland, excepting so much of Garrett 
County as lies west of the dividing ridge of the Alleghany Mount- 
ains, and including so much of the State of Pennsylvania as lies 
within the Hancock, Flintstone, Union Grove, and New Bridgeport 
Circuits, the County of Frederick, the city of Fredericksburgh, in 
the State of Virginia, and the counties of Jefferson, Berkeley, Mor- 
gan, Hampshire, Mineral, Hardy, Pendleton, and Grant, in the State 
of West Virginia. 

BLUE RIDGE CONFERENCE. 

5. Blue Ridge Conference shall include the State of North Caro- 
lina. 

CALIFORNIA CONFERENCE. 


6. California Conference shall embrace that part of the State of 
California lying west of the summit of the Sierra Nevada Mountains, 
and north of a line commencing at Carmel Bay, Monterey County, 
and running thence on a straight line to the intersection of Merced 
and Fresno Counties, and thence along the northern line of Merced 
and Mariposa Counties to the summit of the Sierra Nevada Mount- 
ains, leaving Salinas city in the California Conference: and it shall 
also include the Sandwich Islands. 


CENTRAL ALABAMA CONFERENCE. 


7. Central Alabama Conference shall include Ashville, Dadeyille, 
Huntsville, and Marion Districts. 


CENTRAL GERMAN CONFERENCE, 


8. Central German Conference shall comprise the German work 
within the States of Ohio, West Virginia, Michigan, and Indiana, 
except those appointments belonging at present to the Chicago Ger- 
man Conference ; also, the German work in the States of Kentucky 
and Tennessee, and in Western Pennsylvania; and shall also include 
Golconda and Metropolis in the State of Illinois. 


CENTRAL ILLINOIS CONFERENCE. 


9. Central Illinois Conference shall embrace that part of the State 
of Illinois north of the Illinois Conference, and south of the follow- 
ing line, namely: beginning on the Mississippi River at the Meredo- 
sia; thence down the Meredosia to its mouth; thence easterly to 
Center School-House, so as to include Center Society ; thence to 
the mouth of Mud Creek; thence up Green River to Coal Creek: 
thence up said creek to the Chicago and Rock Island Railroad : 
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thence along said railroad to Bureau Junction; thence to the Illinois 
River; thence up said river and the Kankakee to the Indiana State 
line, leaving the city of Ottawa in the Rock River Conference, and 
Aroma and Bureau Junction in the Central Tlinois Conference. 


CENTRAL NEW YORK CONFERENCE. 


10. Central New York Conference shall be bounded on the west by 
the west lines of the towns of Williamson, Marion, and Palmyra, in 
Wayne County, and of the towns of Farmington and Canandaigua, 
in Ontario County, and of Yates and Schuyler Counties, and of the 
towns of Hornby, Corning, and Caton, in Steuben County; and in 
the State of Pennsylvania by the railroad running from Lawrence- 
ville to Blossburgh, including Mansfield and Blossburgh Charges; 
on the south by Central Pennsylvania Conference; on the east by 


Wyoming and Northern New York Conferences; on the north by’ 


Northern New York Conference and Lake Ontario. 


CENTRAL OHIO CONFERENCE, 


' 11. Central Ohio Conference shall be bounded’ on the north 
by the north line of the State of Ohio; on the east by the North 
Ohio Conference; on the south by the Springfield branch of the 
Cleveland, Columbus, Cincinnati and Indianapolis Railroad to the 
west line of the Ohio Conference, yet so as to exclude Saint Paul’s 
Charge in Delaware, and Milford, and to include Marysville; thence 
to the west line of the State of Ohio, by the north line of the Cin- 
cinnati Conference; and on the west by the west line of the State 
of Ohio. 
CENTRAL PENNSYLVANIA CONFERENCE. 


12. Central Pennsylvania Conference shall be bounded as follows: 
On the south by the State line from the Susquehanna River to the 
west boundary of Bedford County, excepting so much of the State 
of Pennsylvania as is included in the Baltimore Conference; on the 
west by the west line of Bedford, Blair, and Clearfield Counties, 
except so much of Clearfield County as is embraced in the Hrie 
Conference; thence to Saint Mary’s on the north by a line ex- 
tending from Saint Mary’s eastward to Emporium; thence by 
the southern boundary of Potter and Tioga Counties, including 
Wharton, and Liberty Valley Circuit; thence through Sullivan 
County north of Laporte, to the west line of Wyoming County; on 
the east by Wyoming Conference to the north line of the Philadel- 
phia Conference; thence on the northern line of Carbon, Schuylkill, 
and Dauphin Counties to the Susquehanna River, including Hickory 
Run, Weatherly, Beaver Meadow, and Ashland; and thence by the 
Susquehanna River to the place of beginning, including Harris- 
burgh. 

CENTRAL TENNESSEE CONFERENCE. 


13. Central Tennessee Conference shall include all that part of the 
State of Tennessee not included in the Holston Conference. 


CHICAGO GERMAN CONFERENCE, 


14, Chicago German Conference shall include the German work in 
the State of Wisconsin, except those appointments along the Mis- 
sissippi River, and in that part of the State of Illinois north of an east 
and west line passing along the north line of the City of Blooming- 
ton, excepting the territory now in the Saint Louis German Confer- 
ence, and east of a north and south line passing through the city of 
Freeport; and in that part of the State of Indiana west of the line 
between the Counties of Saint Joseph and Elkhart, and north of the 
line between Stark and Pulaski Counties. It shall also include Dan- 
ville, in the State of Illinois. 
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CINCINNATI CONFERENCE. 


15. Cincinnati Conference shall be bounded on the north by a line 
commencing at the south-west corner of Darke County in the State 
of Ohio; thence easterly to the north-west corner of the Ohio Con- 
ference, so as to Jeave Bellefontaine and Delaware Districts in the 
Central Ohio Conference; on the east by the Ohio Conference; on 
the south by the Ohio River; and on the west by the State of In- 
diana, except so much of a variation of that line as to attach Hliza- 
beth, Hamilton County, Ohio, to the South-eastern Indiana Confer- 
ence, 

COLORADO CONFERENCE. 

16. Colorado Conference shall include the State of Colorado, and 
that part of the Territory of Wyoming not included in the Black 
Hills and Montana Mission. 


COLUMBIA RIVER CONFERENCE. 


17, Columbia River Conference shall include all the State of Ore- 
gon lying east of the Cascade Mountains, except Lake County; all 
of Washington Territory lying east of the Cascade Mountains, and 
all of Idaho Territory lying directly north of the State of Nevada. 


DELAWARE CONFERENCE. 


18. Delaware Conference shall include the territory east and north 
of the Washington Conference. 


DES MOINES CONFERENCE. 


19. Des Moines Conference shall include that part of the State of 
Iowa west and south of the following lines: Beginning at the south- 
east corner of Wayne County; thence north to the south line of 
Marshall County, leaving Knoxville in the Iowa Conference, and 
Monroe in the Des Moines Conference; thence west to the south- 
east corner of Story County; thence north to the north-east corner 
of Story County; thence west to the north-east corner of Crawford 
County; thence south to the north line of township eighty-three; 
thence west to the east line of Monona County; thence south and 
west on thie line of Monona County to the Missouri River. 


DETROIT CONFERENCE. 

20. Detroit Conference shall include that part of the State of 
Michigan in the Lower Peninsula east of the principal meridian as 
far north as the southern boundary of Roscommon County; thence 
west to the south-west corner of said county; thence north to the 
southern boundary of Charlevoix County; thence east to the south- 
east corner of said County of Charlevoix; thence north to the 
Straits of Mackinaw; and shall also include the Upper Peninsula. 


EAST GERMAN CONFERENCE. 


21. Fast German Conference shall embrace the German work 
east of the Alleghany Mountains. 


EAST MAINE CONFERENCE. 


22, East Maine Conference shall include that part of the State of 
Maine not included in the Maine Conference. 


EAST OHIO CONFERENCE. 

23. East Ohio Conference shall be bounded by a line beginning at 
the mouth of the Cuyahoga River, and running easterly to the 
Pennsylvania State line; thence along said line, leaving the Peters- 
burgh Society in the Erie Conference, to the Ohio River; thence 
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down said river to the Muskingum River; thence up the Muskingum 
River to the Ohio Canal near Dresden, excluding Marietta and 
Zanesville; thence along said canal to Lake Hrie, including Akron 
and all of the city of Cleveland lying east of the Cuyahoga River. 


ERIE CONFERENCE. 


24, Erie Conference shall be bounded on the north by Lake 
Erie, on the east by a line commencing at the mouth of the Catta- 
raugus Creek; thence up said creek to the village of Gowanda, 
leaving said village in the Genesee Conference; thence to the Alle- 
ghany River at the mouth of the Tunungwant Creek; thence up 
said creek southward, excluding the City of Bradford on said creek, 
to the ridge dividing between the waters of Clarion and Sinnema- 
honing Creeks; thence southward to the Mahoning Creek; thence 
down said creek to the Alleghany River, excluding the Milton So- 
ciety, but including Finley Society in the Punxutawney Circuit, 
and Putneyville in the Bethlehem Circuit; thence across said river 
in a north-westerly direction to the Western Reserve line, including 
Wampum and Petersburgh; thence along the State line to the place 
of beginning, including Orangeville and the State line appointments 
on the Jamestown Circuit. 


FLORIDA CONFERENCE. 


25. Florida Conference shall include the State of Florida, except 
that portion lying west of the Appalachicola River. 


FOOCHOW CONFERENCE, 


26. Foochow Conference shall include the Fokien Province in 
China. 

GENESEE CONFERENCE. 

2%. Genesee Conference shall include all that part of the State of 
New York lying west of the Central New York Conference, includ- 
ing the village of Painted Post, excepting that part of Chautauqua 
and Cattaraugus Counties now included in the Erie Conference. It 
shall also include the village of Gowanda, in the State of New 
York, and so much of Tioga County, including Tioga Char'te, in the 
State of Pennsylvania, as is not embraced in the Central New 
York Conference; also so much of Potter County, in said State of 
Pennsylvania, as is not included in Central Pennsylvania Confer- 
ence; also, including so much of M’Kean County, in said State of 
Pennsylvania, as is embraced in the Olean District, including the 


ity of Bradford. 
ony. GEORGIA CONFERENCE, 


28. Georgia Conference shall consist of the Atlanta, Dalton, Gaines- 
ville, and Ogeechee Districts. 
GERMANY AND SWITZERLAND CONFERENCE. 


29. Germany and Switzerland Conference shall include the work 
in Germany and those portions of France and Switzerland where the 
German language is spoken. 

HOLSTON CONFERENCE. 

30. Holston Conference shall be bounded on the north by the 
States of Kentucky and Virginia, on the east by the States of Vir- 
ginia and North Carolina, on the south by the States of North Caro- 
lina and Georgia, and on the west by the western limits of the 
Counties of Marion, Grundy, Van Buren, Cumberland, and Fentress 
Counties in the State of Tennessee. 


ILLINOIS CONFERENCE. 


31. Illinois Conference shall include that part of the State of 
Illinois not within the Southern Illinois Conference, south of the 


26 


385 


May2s. 


TWENTy- 
FouRTH DAY, 


Afternoon, 


Erie. 


Florida, 


Foochow. 


Genesee. 


Georgia. 


Germany 
and Switzer- 
land. 


Holston. 


Illinois, 


386 


May 28. 
TWENTY- 
rourtTu Day, 


Afternoon. 


Indiana. 


Towa. 


Kansas. 


Kentucky. 


Lexington. 


Liberia. 


Little Rock. 


Louisiana, 


Journal of the General Conference. [1880. 


following line, namely: Beginning at Warsaw on the Mississippi 
River; thence to Vermont; thence to the mouth of the Spoon 
River; thence up the Illinois River to the north-west corner of 
Mason County; thence to the junction of the Central, and, the Al- 
ton and Chicago Railroads; thence to the south-west corner of Iro- 
quois County; thence east to the State of Indiana, leaving Bentley, 
Vermont, Mackinaw Circuit, and Normal in the Central Illinois, and 
Warsaw and Bloomington in the Illinois Conference. 


INDIANA CONFERENCE. 


32. Indiana Conference shall be bounded on the north and, east 
by a line beginning where the National Road intersects the west 
line of the State of Indiana; thence along said road to Terre 
Haute; thence along the St. Louis, Vandalia, Terre Haute, and Indi- 
anapolis Railroad to the corporation line of Indianapolis, including 
Locust-street Charge, in Greencastle: thence north and east by said 
corporation line to the Michigan Road; thence south by said road 
to the Indianapolis and Lafayette Railroad; thence south by said rail- 
road to Third-street; thence east by Third-street to Meridian-street ; 
thence south by Meridian-street, Madison Avenue, and Madison 
Pike to the southern limits of the city; thence west to White 
River; thence down said river to the west line of Johnson County, 
thence south on the west line of Jolinson, Brown, Jackson, Scott, 
and Clarke Counties to the Ohio River; on the south by the Ohio 
River; and on the west by the State of Illinois. 


IOWA CONFERENCE. 


33. Iowa Conference shall be bounded on the east by the Missis- 
sippi River; on the south by the Missouri State line; on the west and 
north by a line commencing at the south-west corner of Appanoose 
County; thence north to Marshall County, leaving Knoxville in the 
Iowa Conference and Monroe in the Des Moines Conference ; thence 
on the south line of Marshall County due east to lowa River; thence 
down said river to Iowa City; thence on the Chicago, Rock Island, 
and Pacifie Railroad to Davenport, leaving Davenport and Iowa City 
in the Upper Iowa Conference, and all intermediate towns in the 
Iowa Conference. 

KANSAS CONFERENCE. 


34, Kansas Conference shall embrace that portion of the State of 
Kansas lying north of the south line of township sixteen, including 
the town of Pomona, lying south of said line, but excluding Louis- 
burgh and Ottawa, lying north of said line. 

KENTUCKY CONFERENCE. 


35. Kentucky Conference shall include the State of Kentucky. 


LEXINGTON CONFERENCE. 
36, Lexington Conference shall include the States of Kentucky, 
Ohio, Indiana, and Illinois. 
LIBERIA CONFERENCE. 
37. Liberia Conference shall embrace the western coast of Africa. 


LITTLE ROCK CONFERENCE. 
38. Little Rock Conference shall include the State of Arkansas. 


“ LOUISIANA CONFERENCE. : 
39. Louisiana Conference shall include the State of Louisiana. 
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MAINE CONFERENCE. 

40. Maine Conference shall include that part of the State of 
Maine west of the Kennebec River from its mouth to the great bend 
below Skowhegan, and of a line running thence north to the State 
line, including Skowhegan and Augusta, and also that part of New 
Hampshire east of the White Hills, and north of the waters of Os- 
sipee Lake and the town of Gorham. 


MICHIGAN CONFERENCE, 

41. Michigan Conference shall include the State of Michigan in 
the Lower Peninsula west of the principal meridian as far north as 
the southern boundary of Roscommon County; thence west to the 
south-west corner of said county; thence north to the southern 
boundary of Charlevoix County; thence east to the south-east cor- 
ner of said county; thence north to the Straits of Mackinaw. 


MINNESOTA CONFERENCE, 


42. Minnesota Conference shall include the State of Minnesota 
and so much of the Territory of Dakota as lies north of the forty- 
sixth parallel of latitude. 


MISSISSIPPI CONFERENCE. 
43. Mississippi Conference shall include the State of Mississippi. 


MISSOURI CONFERENCE. 


44, Missour: Conference shall include so much of the State of Mis- 
souri as lies north of the Missouri River. 


NEBRASKA CONFERENCE, 


45. Nebraska Conference: shall embrace the State of Nebraska, 
except so much of the State as is included in the West Nebraska 
Mission. 

NEVADA CONFERENCE. ‘ 

46. Nevada Conference shall include the State of Nevada, and so 
much of the State of California as lies east of the west summit of 
the Sierra Nevada Mountains. 


NEWARK CONFERENCE. 


Ay. Newark Conference shall include that part of the State of New 
Jersey not included in the New Jersey Conference; Staten Island; 
and so much of the States of New York and Pennsylvania as lies 
within the Jersey City and Paterson Districts. 


NEW ENGLAND CONFERENCE. 


48. New England Conference shall include all’ of the State of 
Massachusetts east of the Green Mountains not included in the New 
Hampshire and Providence Conferences. 


NEW HAMPSHIRE CONFERENCE. 


49. New Hampshire Conference shall include’ the State of New 
Hampshire, except’ that part within the Maine Conference; also 


that part of the State of Massachusetts north-east’ of the Merrimac’ 


River. 
NEW JERSEY CONFERENCE, 


50: New Jersey Conference shall include that: part of the State of 
New Jersey south of the following line, namely: Commencing at 
Raritan Bay; thence up said bay and river to New Brunswick; 
thence along the turnpike road to Lambertville on the Delaware, 
including the city of New Brunswick and. Lambertville Station. 
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NEW YORK CONFERENCE, 


51. New York Conference shall consist of the territory now in the 
New York, Poughkeepsie, (including Gaylordsville,) Newburgh, 
Prattsville, and Ellenville Districts. . 


NEW YORK EAST CONFERENCE. 


52. New York East Conference shall include the New York, New 
York East, Brooklyn, and New Haven Districts, including those 
charges in the city of New York east of a line running through 
Third Avenue, Bowery, Chatham-street, Park Row, and Broadway to 
the Battery. 


NORTH CAROLINA CONFERENCE. 


53. North Carolina Conference shall include the State of North 
Carolina, not included in the Blue Ridge Conference. 


NORTHERN NEW YORK CONFERENCE. 


54. Northern New York Conference shall include so much of the 
County of Franklin as is not within the Troy Conference, and all of 
the Counties of St. Lawrence, Jefferson, Lewis, Oneida, and Herki- 
mer, and all of Oswego County except Phoenix, and so much of the 
County of Madison as lies on and east of the New York and Mid- 
land Railroad, together with Cherry Valley, Springfield, and Rich- 
field Springs in Otsego County, and Saint Johnsville in Montgomery 
County. 

: NORTH INDIA CONFERENCE. 


55. North India Conference shall include the Province of Oudh and 
the Districts of Rohileund, Cawnpore, Kumaon, and Gurhwal in the 
North-west Province. 


NORTH INDIANA CONFERENCE, 


56. North Indiana Conference shall be bounded on the north by 
Michigan; on the east by Ohio, including Union City; on the south 
by the National Road, from the State line west to Marion County ; 
thence north to the north-east corner of said county; thence west 
to the Michigan Road; on the west by said Michigan Road to South 


Bend, and thence by the Saint Joseph River to the Michigan State 


line, including Logansport and all towns on the National Road east 
of Indianapolis. 


NORTH OHIO CONFERENCE. 


57. North Ohio Conference shall be bounded on the north by the 
Ohio State line; on the east by East Ohio Conference and Tuscara- 
was and Muskingum Rivers to Dresden; on the south by Ohio Con- 
ference, including Utica, Homer, and Galena Circuits, and excluding 
Stratford; on the west by the main road passing through Delaware 
and Marion to Upper Sandusky, and the Sandusky River, excluding 
so much of the town of Delaware as lies west of the Olentangy 
River, and also excluding the towns of Marion, Fremont, and Upper 
Sandusky, and including Tiffin. 


NORTH-WEST GERMAN CONFERENCE. 


58. North-west German Conference shall include the German work 
in the State of Minnesota; and in that part of the State of Iowa 
north of an east and west line passing along the south line of the 
city of Clinton; and in that part of the State of Illinois lying west 
of the bounds of the Chicago German Conference. 
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NORTH-WEST INDIANA CONFERENCE. 


59. North-west Indiana Conference shall be bounded on the north 
by Lake Michigan and the State line; on the east by the St. Joseph 
River and the Michigan Road; on the south by the Indiana Confer- 
ence; and on the west by Illinois, including all the towns on the 
Michigan Road except Logansport; and, all the towns on the south- 
ern boundary, excluding Locust-street charge in Greencastle. 


NORTH-WEST IOWA CONFERENCE. 


60. North-west Iowa Conference shall include that part of the 
State of Iowa west of the Upper lowa and north of the Des Moines 
Conferences. 


NORTH-WEST NORWEGIAN CONFERENCE, 


61. North-west Norwegian Conference shall include the Norwegian 
work in the West and North-west. 


NORTH-WEST SWEDISH CONFERENCE, 


62. North-west Swedish Conference shall include the Swedish 
work in the West and North-west; and the Swedish Churches with- 
in the bounds of Erie Conference in the State of New York. 


NORWAY CONFERENCE. 
63. Norway Conference shall embrace Norway in Europe. 


OHIO CONFERENCE, 


64. Ohio Conference shall be bounded as follows: Commencing 
on the Muskingum River south of Dresden; thence down said River 
to the Ohio River, including Zanesville and Marietta; thence down 
the Ohio River to the mouth of Ohio Brush Creek; thence north to 
the south-east corner of Fayette County; thence north-west to the 
west line of Fayette County; thence north on the west line of Fay- 
ette and Madison Counties to the Springfield branch of the Cleve- 
land, Columbus, Cincinnati, and Indianapolis Railroad, leaving Vien- 
na, Dumbarton, and Sinking Springs Circnits west of said line; thence 
east on the southern boundaries of Central Ohio and North Ohio 
Conferences to place of beginning, including Milford and Stratford, 
and, St. Paul’s Charge in Delaware. 


OREGON CONFERENCE. 
65. Oregon Conference shall include that part of the State of Ore- 


gon and that part of Washington Territory lying west of the Cascade 


Mountains, and so much of what is known as Goose Lake Valley as 
lies within the State of Oregon. 


PHILADELPHIA CONFERENCE, 


66. Philadelphia Conference shall be bounded on the east by the 
Delaware River; on the south by the Pennsylvania State line; on 
the west by the Susquehanna River, excluding Harrisburgh; on the 
north by the north lines of Daupbin, Schuylkill, Carbon, and Mon- 
roe Counties, excepting Ashland and Beaver Meadows Circuit. 


PITTSBURGH CONFERENCE, 


67. Pittsburgh Conference shall be bounded on the north by Erie 
Conference; on the east by the summit of the Alleghany Mountains 
to the southern boundary of Pennsylvania, excluding New Wash- 
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ington Circuit; thence west along the line of the West Virginia 
Conference to the Ohio River; thence up said river to the Pennsyl- 
vania State line, thence along said line to the Brie Conference. 


PROVIDENCE CONFERENCE. 


68. Providence Conference shall include that part of the State of 
Connecticut lying east of Connecticut River; the State of Rhode 
Island, with Millville and Blackstone in the State of Massachusetts ; 
and also that part of the State of Massachusetts south-east of a line 
drawn from the north-east corner of the State of Rhode Island to 
the mouth of Neponset River, leaving Walpole Station, Foxborough, 
and Quiney Point in the New England Conference. 


ROCK RIVER CONFERENCE. 
69. Rock River Conference shall include that part of the State of 
Illinois north of the Central Mlinois Conference. 
SAINT LOUIS CONFERENCE. 
70. Saint Louis Conference shall include the State of Missouri ly- 
ing south of Missouri River. 
SAINT LOUIS GERMAN CONFERENCE. 


71. Saint Louis German Conference shall include the German 
work in that part of the State of Illinois south of the Chicago Ger- 
man Conference; and in the State of Iowa south of the North-west 
German Conference, and east of the Western German Conference; 
and, in the State of Missouri, all east of the boundary line of the 
Western German Conference. 


SAVANNAH CONFERENCE. 
72. Savannah Conference shall include the State of Georgia. 


SOUTH CAROLINA CONFERENCE. 


73. South Carolina Conference shall include the State of South | 


Carolina. 
SOUTH-EAST INDIANA CONFERENCE. 


74. South-east Indiana Conference shall be bounded as follows, 
namely: Beginning at the crossing of Meridian and Third streets, in 
the city of Indianapolis; thence west by said Third-street to the In- 
dianapolis and Lafayette Railroad; thence north on said railroad to 
the Michigan Road; thence on said road to the north line of Marion 
County; thence east on said county line to the north-east corner of 
said county; thence south on the east line of said county to the Na- 
tional Road; thence east on said Road to the State line; on the 
east by Ohio, so as to include Elizabeth, Hamilton County, Ohio; on 
aos south by the Ohio River; and on the west by the Indiana Con- 

erence. 


SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA CONFERENCE. 


75. Southern California Conference shall embrace that portion of 
the State of California lying south of the California Conference ; also 
that portion of the State east of the Sierra Nevada Mountains, and 
south of Inyo County. 


. 


SOUTHERN GERMAN CONFERENCE. 


76. Southern German Conference shall include the German work 
in the States of Texas and Louisiana. 
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SOUTHERN ILLINOIS CONFERENCE. 


77. Southern Tilinois Couference shall include that part of the 
State of Illinois south of the following line, namely: Beginning at 
the mouth of Illinois River; thence up said river to the north-west 
corner of Jersey County, including Kane and Woodbury; thence to 
Honey Point; theuce to Hillsborough, leaving it in the Ilinois Con- 
ference; thence east through Fayette and Effiugham Counties to the 
north-west corner of Jasper County; thence on the north line of 
Jasper and Crawford Counties to the Wabash River. 


SOUTH INDIA CONFERENCE. 


78. South India Conference shall include all those parts of India 
not embraced in the North India Conference. 


SOUTH KANSAS CONFERENCE. 


79. South Kansas Conference shall embrace that portion of the 
State of Kansas not included in the Kansas Conference. 


SWEDEN CONFERENCE. 
80. Sweden Conference shall embrace Sweden in Europe. 


TENNESSEE CONFERENCE. 


- 81. Tennessee Conference shall include that portion of Tennessee 
not included in the Holston Conference. 


TEXAS CONFERENCE. 


82. Texas Conference shall include so much of the State of Texas 
as lies east of a line beginning at the Gulf of Mexico on the east line 
of Matagorda County, and running along said line and the east line 
of Wharton and Colorado Counties, to the north point of Colorado 


County, thence north until it strikes the Central Railroad at Calvert; _ 


thence along the line of said railroad to the northern boundary of 
Texas, excluding Calvert, and all the towns on the line of said road. 


TROY CONFERENCE. 


83. Troy Conference shall include Troy, Albany, Saratoga, Platts- 
burgh, and Cambridge Districts, and also the Poultney Charge in the 
State of Vermont. 

UPPER IOWA CONFERENCE. 

84. Upper Iowa Conference shall be bounded as follows, to wit: 
Beginning at the north-east corner of the State of Iowa; thence 
down the Mississippi River to Davenport; thence west on the north 
line of the Iowa Conference to the south-east corner of Story Coun- 
ty; thencenorth to the State line so as to include lowa Falls; thence 
east on said line to the place of beginning. 


VERMONT CONFERENCE, 


85. Vermont Conference shall include the State of Vermont, ex- 
eepting the Poultney Charge. 


VIRGINIA CONFERENCE. 


86. Virginia Conference shall include all that part of the State of 
Virginia not embraced in the Baltimore and Wilmington Confer- 
ences, and also the counties of Pocahontas, Green Brier, and Monroe 
in the State of West Virginia. 
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WASHINGTON CONFERENCE. 


87. Washington Conference shall include Western Maryland, the 
District of Columbia, the States of Virginia and West Virginia, and so 
much of the State of Pennsylvania as lies west of the Susquehanna 
River, including the towns on said river. 


WESTERN GERMAN CONFERENCE. 


88. Western German Conference shall include the States of Kansas, 
Nebraska, and Colorado, and so much of the States of Missouri and 
Jowa as lies west of the following lines: Commencing at the south- 
east corner of Kansas, thence by a direct line to the south-east corner 
of Morgan County, Missouri; thence north to the north-east corner 
of Chariton County, Missouri; thence to the north-east corner of 
Worth County, Missouri; thence due north to the southern boundary 
line of the North-west German Conference. 


WEST TEXAS CONFERENCE. 


89. West Texas Conference shall embrace so much of the State of 
Texas as is not included in the Texas Conference. 


WEST VIRGINIA CONFERENCE, 


90. West Virginia Conference shall be bounded as follows: Begin- 
ning at the south-west coruer of the State of Pennsylvania; thence 
along said line to the north-east corner of Ohio County, West Vir- 
ginia, 80 as to include Wheeling Creek Mission and Triadelphia Cir- 
cuit; thence by the most direct way to Short Creek, so as to include 
Short Creek and Liberty Circuit; thence down Short Creek to the 
Ohio River; thence down said river to the mouth of the Big Sandy 
River; on the west by the State line; on the south and east by the 
Virginia and Baltimore Conferences, to the Pennsylvania State line; 
thence westward along said line to the place of beginning. 


WEST WISCONSIN CONFERENCE, 


91. West Wisconsin Conference shall include that part of the 
State of Wisconsin not embraced in the Wisconsin Conference. 


WILMINGTON CONFERENCE, 


92. Wilmington Conference shall include the State of Delaware 
and the Eastern Shores of Maryland and Virginia, 


WISCONSIN CONFERENCE, 


93. Wisconsin Conference shall include all that part of the State 
of Wisconsin lying east and north of a line beginning at the south- 
east corner of Green County, on the south line of the State; thence 
north on the range line between ranges nine and ten east, to the 
north line of town twenty; thence west on the said line to the east 
line of range three; thence north on said line to the Michigan 
State line. 

WYOMING CONFERENCE. 


94. Wyoming Conference shall include the southern part of the 
State of New York not included in the New York, New York East, 
Newark, Central New York, and Genesee Conferences, and that part 
of Pennsylvania bounded on the west by Central New York Confer- 
ence, including the territory east of the Susquehanna River, and on 
the south by the Central Pennsylvania, Philadelphia, and Newark 
Conferences, including Narrowsburgh, and on the east by the New- 
ark and New York Conferences. 


> 


a ep 
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GERMAN WORK. 


The German work on the Pacific coast shall be connected with the 
Conferences within whose bounds the respective charges’ thereto 
belonging may be situated. 


SCANDINAVIAN WORK. 


The Swedish and Norwegian work in the cities of New York and 
Brooklyn, and in the vicinity of those cities, shall belong to the New 
York East Conference. 


ENABLING ACTS. 


1, The Nebraska Conference may, during the next four years, by 
the vote of a majority of its members present and voting, with the 
approval of the Bishop presiding, divide into two Conferences, on 
such a line as may be agreed upon. 

2. The South Kansas Conference shall have power at any time 
during the next quadrennium, the Bishop presiding concurring, to 
divide its territory and create a new Conference; and also, if found 
desirable, to unite with the Kansas Conference in forming a new 
Conference in the western part of the State. 

3. The Central German Conference may divide and form a new 
Conference during the coming four years, provided that a majority of 
the Conference shall so decide, with the concurrence of the presiding 
Bishop. 

4. The Kansas Conference shall have power at any time during the 
next quadrennium, the Bishop presiding concurring, to divide its ter- 
ritory and create a new Conference on the fourth line of the sixth 
principal meridian; and also, if found desirable, to unite with the 
South Kansas Conference in forming a new Conference in the west- 
ern part of the State. 

5. The Detroit Conference may, during the next four years, by a 
vote of two thirds of its members present and voting, and with the 
approval of the Bishop presiding, organize the Lake Superior Con- 
ference, to be composed of the Upper Peninsula of Michigan. 

6. The colored members now within the St. Louis, Missouri, and 
Kansas Conferences are hereby enabled to organize themselves into 
a separate Annual Conference, when a majority of each class at any 
session of these several Conferences respectively, shall, by vote, ask 
for it, and the presiding Bishop or Bishops shall concur, at any time 
within the ensuing four years. 

7, The Holston Conference may divide and organize a separate 
Annual Conference when a majority of the members of both classes 
at any annual session shall ask for such separation and new Confer- 
ence within the ensuing four years, provided the Bishop presiding 
shall concur therewith. 

8. The Mississippi Conference is hereby enabled to direct and or- 
ganize a new Conference when a majority of both classes in confer- 
ence session shall ask for such division and organization within the 
ensuing four years; provided the Bishop presiding at such session 
concurs. 

9. The Providence Conference may change its name to ‘Southern 
New England,” or some other name, if the Conference at its next 


session shall so elect. 


The Committee on the Pastoral Address presented 
their Report, which was adopted. [See Appendiza, 4, 
page 430.] 
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The Report of the Committee on Fraternal Corre- 
spondence was read. 

John Lanahan moved that delegates be sent only to 
the English Wesleyan and Irish Methodist Churches, 
the Methodist Episcopal Church, South, the Methodist 
Episcopal Church of Canada, and the Methodist Church 
of Canada, and that letters be sent to all the other 
bodies, and the motion prevailed. 

On motion, it was ordered that only one delegate be 
sent to each of the above-mentioned bodies. 

J. M. Walden moved that the Delegates to the 
foreign bodies be selected from among the Bishops, 
by themselves. On motion of John Lanahan this mo- 
tion was laid on the table. 

Sandford Hunt moved that the expenses of these del- 
egates be paid by the Agents of the Book Concern, and 
it was adopted. 

On motion of K. P. Jervis the Bishops were empow- 
ered to appoint alternates. 

A. Wheeler moved that a committee of five be ap- 
pointed to prepare letters called for by the Committee 
on Fraternal Correspondence. 

Bishop Harris announced the following as the Com- 
mittee: ; 


A. Wheeler, M. S. Terry, C. H. Fowler, G. G. Rey- 
nolds, and Jacob Todd. 


W. H. Perrine offered the following, which was 
adopted: 


Resolved, That this body puts on record with gratitude this expres- 
sion of its appreciation of the marked ability, fidelity, and unwearied 
urbanity of the Committee on General Conference Expenses. 


The following was presented by H. W. Key, and it 
was adopted: 


Resolved, That we do hereby express our gratification in the very 
able and impartial manner that our Bishops have presided over the 
deliberations of the General Conference, and also their very able ad- 
dress delivered before this body through Rev. Bishop M. Simpson, 
D.D., LL.D. ; and we do hereby assure them that we will always re- 
member them at a throne of grace in our prayers to Almighty God, 
and that they may be blessed with good health atid long lives for 
usefulness to the Church. 

And we earnestly request them to pray for us; and, should we 
meet no more on earth, we hope to meet them in bright glory, 
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where parting and pain are no more. And we will always with May2s. 
pleasure receive their godly admonition, in the future as in the past, 
and we will do all in our power to make their visit pleasant during 


their stay among us, 


TWENTY- 


FouRTHDAY, 


Afternoon. 


The following was presented by the Committee on General 


Fraternal Correspondence, and it was adopted: 


Resolved, That the thanks of the General Conference are hereby 
given to the Committee of Entertainment, that has made such ample 
provision for the comfort of the delegates to this body; to the fami- 
hes of Cincinnati and vicinity, that have so hospitably opened their 
homes to us; to the pastors and officers of the various Churches, for 
courtesies extended ; and to the railroad companies, that have afforded 
special facilities to the members of the Conference. 


Resolution 
of thanks. 


The Committee on Delegates’ Expenses presented Bp een 
their final Report, and it was adopted, as follows: 


Your Committee herewith present a detailed statement, showing a 
deficiency in the expenses of the General Conference, amounting to 
$4,225 50, for which amount we have drawn upon the Book Con- 


cern, as per order of this body: 


moun 

CONFERENCES, ne corti an a: 
Alabama....... Bis (s(oj(osalayeye arere $50 00 
UR EAan Fae Ie OO OMe O aoe 40 00 
BAST tt ar rete ue ee caine uet es fo\este: syesueyeus 50 00 
SSAlGIMOTC.~ .1 % sjaiie + eles sy010 «Je 1,000 00 
WAIMORNIAC. cc sists Gos. 0. 0! or eveie fers 300 00 
Central Alabama........... ; 50 00 
Central German ......... sated 250 00 
Central! Illinois ..4...... a eters 700 00 
Gentral New York........... 600 00 
Bend Eal ONO me leve'siwrs' tiers sie eke 700 00 
Central Pennsylvania......... 1,000 00 
Central Tennessee ....... ae 50 00 
Chicago German.....-..+024- 175 00 
Cincinnati ..... Rosie Sates ossse 1,000 00 
WOILGHAGO? ae ciiee ad oo el eof jerocos 100 00 
Columbia River..s.....ssee05 50 00 
Delaware.....:. Face cere 50 00 
BEST NLOIN CS ceus, «is mis's 6+ «cia 66 ‘ 300 00 
WN CER OIL te 510, sssa'sisee ee sca Sister 700 00 
MASH GCIMAN.« ons v0.6 0s ose ous 100 00 
Mast Maine . <4. ce% +0 s.0usls oe 200 00 
ASTIONIO, \orctele ais eleles aes SS stars 1,100 00 
TICE s sais scisys Dictate vey cfovevales 31506 600 00 
WlLonidser ick cons yes Na eabeave a 5 50 00 
BOOCHOW « o.c.siels sicicve ieee eye ol 50 00 
GRENOSCO. ida ate «ciaisie Heide 1,100 00 
Georgia ..... ig CO aR Saale 50 00 
Germany and Switzerland..... 200 00 
BELLS tonne s/o! ay syetsvataktelia & ole aleze\'sr~ 150 00 
UETITIOIS 5 Be) e:.stetstsreiereicsre Bs aha tA 1,000 00 
Undiawa ss seisc Pere ee Bek 700 00 
500 00 
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00 


Expenses of 
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$i4 
144 
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nt 
CoNFERENOES, ei 

KANSAS. cere efelehensie foto a steerer $300 00 
reutickiysvevepatetelatelete sterelatotetolene 150 00 
Lexington..... Here cnck cl chetetseere % 50 00 
Toi etiaisktas «versvecre siete et cetera : 50 00 
Tittle TROcKA anole staciete eeateysiei 25 00 
WOULS1a MA smeneneners ern enelens aneyenae 100 00 
Maine: oi stoctetetuciets siotoreterererene 300 00 
Mi Chilean epenaciitelsistetets lier 5 600 00 
Minnesotay.icnreictesieteversieter <eslere 300 00 
MASSISSID Ploatstere orefeterelehelens iste : 100 00 
Missouri....... Ait jostetetess Asoe 200 00 
Miomtalan. eich serie se.cee\cheiaisic 25 00 
INC BTAS Kae tchsyevsforere.ciecais\ereese ote 150 00 
Nevadarcascass 27 adhere saheus erat sie 50 00 
INTO ob 6 dog COMB OacOeE 206 1,000 00 
New Hngland!s iis - <siesice seis 1,000 00 
New Hampshire............ é 300 00 
IN@W; JOTSCYcartersreisi! ste otis sisi 900 00 
New York s.0va.ah.atnmans 1,200 00 
ING, MORE REM nea socodncods 1,200 00 
North Carolina see ees ele 50 00 
Northern New York......... 800 00 
Northelndiaten, sees ce crete sere 150 00 
Nonthipindian aster. 700 00 
INGIWEIT sda poneeoOdE OC eOSUnS 100 00 
INOvaev@) MOR Ase oa bono MOS 700 00 
North-west German.......... 125 00 
North-west Indiana.......... 500 00 
INOrbh=wiestilOwaiecsic.e eieysis cree 150 00 
North-west Swedish ......... 50 00 
CORTON Se asters tar tale Slararchstete 900 00 
OPEC OM aise pero eters tcrenys ease 200 00 
Philadel phate tecieristelsivacrers 1,200 00 
ibis bur bis cree isin e Pesan eters 600 00 
WEOVAG CCE yn memineleee hietenceie 500 00 
FROCIPRIVEL. fr srctescnsisteceecte tes 1,000 00 
ALM OUIS tetera «mise etererics 300 00 
Saint Louis German.......... 200 00 
DAV AMMA a Mnena iris ete cer 60 00 
South Caroling sence! semieeiee 100 00 
DOULA UGIA erarderetee ee erie 150 00 
HOULHEKansase aeons ce 100 00 
South-eastern Indiana........ 500 00 
Southern California.......... 100 00 
Southern Centrale. wceesee co. 50 00 
Southern German............ 75 00 
Southern Dlinois............ 500 00 
Sweden. csv gal wera aia te 100 00 
MOnnessee.... sas cleuties mate 50 00 
POXAS te Nesch aise ole ee Aa e 75 00 
PUOV store seis cites tottels ereioteeesiertes 1,000 00 
Upperdowai : ccisawccs ete ce 500 00 
Witaheneii ae cco cea ae : 25 00 
Vermont ......... oie. vistesereeteae 200 00 
Mirginiag. vie sesso see 50 00 
Wasi g tomer... crlseele tiers 150 00 
Western German............ 150 00 
Wests Dexdset smart secre 50 00 
West Virginias:$s...0.04 Kaas 200 00 


Amount 
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10 
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May 28. 


TWweEnty- 


RWieSt WISCONSIN /yser0 53 «10 5/0 $200 00 $154 55 $241 57 FourtHDay. 


RWalrai ton: tr crciisyene sisicrolarsis 500 00 375 15 203 10 
BVMSIS COMTI Secrecy sfe (sho as, aye ois sas 500 00 276 59 198 20 
BWEy OFMIN OR ett vce: ss aiermrayate recta 525 00 380 75 318 TL 
Expenses of Bishops......... verobyieve 30 0c 272 97 
Gen. Conf. Secretary expenses. aRAee 68 a5 12 00 
Expenses of Committee ...... Srelreys eles 3 20 
Expenses of Pages........... Sees saipicls 60 00 


$35,100 00 $20,717 74 $24,948 50 


Report No. I of the Committee on Temperance was 
read and adopted, as follows: 


Your Committee on Temperance respectfully submit the following 
partial report: 

1. That section 6, of paragraph 175, be amended by adding to it 
the words: ‘‘ And to see that the stewards provide unfermented wine 
for use in the sacrament of the Lord’s Supper, whenever practicable;” 
so that the whole section when amended shall read thus: ‘To hold 
Quarterly Meetings in the absence of the Presiding Elder; and to see 
that the stewards provide unfermented wine for use in the sacrament 
of the Lord’s Supper, whenever practicable.” 

2. That the sentence in brackets, immediately preceding para- 
graph 484 of the Discipline, be so changed as to read, as follows: 
“Tet none but the pure unfermented juice of the grape be used in 
administering the Lord’s Supper, whenever practicable.” 

3. We also recommend that the following be inserted in the Dis- 
cipline, as a separate chapter, expressive of the general sentiment of 
the Church on the Temperance question: 


‘TEMPERANCE. 


“Temperance in its broader meaning is distinctively a Christian 
virtue, scripturally enjoined. It implies a subordination of all the 
emotions, passions, and appetites to the control of reason and con- 
science. Dietetically, it means a wise use of useful articles of food 
and drink, with entire abstinence from snch as are known to be hurt- 
ful. Both science and human experience unite with Holy Scripture 
in condemning all alcoholic beyerages as being neither useful nor 
safe. The business of manufacturing and vending such liquors is 
also against the principles of morality, political economy, and the pub- 
lic welfare. We, therefore, regard voluntary total abstinence from all 
intoxicants as the true ground of personal temperance, and complete 
legal prohibition of the traffic in alcoholic drinks as the duty of civil 
government. We heartily approve of all lawful and Christian efforts 
to save society from the manifold and grievous evils resulting from 
intemperance, and earnestly advise our people to co-operate in all such 

measures as may seem to them wisely adapted to secure that end. 

We refer to our General Rule on this subject, and affectionately urge 
its strict observance by all our members. Finally, we are fully per- 
suaded that, under God, hope for the ultimate success of the Tem- 
perance Reform rests chiefly upon the combined and sanctified in- 
fluence of the family, the Church, and the State.” 


On motion of W. Swindells, the following resolu- 
tions relating to the expenses of the General Confer- 
ence of 1884 were adopted, namely: 


Afternoon. 


Temperance. 


Delegates’ 


Expenses. 
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Resolved, 1. That the Agents of the Book Concern at New York 
and Cincinnati be a Committee to estimate, as near as may be, the sum 
necessary to defray the expenses of the next General Conference, and 
the expenses of dclegates appointed by this General Conference to 
corresponding bodies, and to report the same to the Board of Bishops 
by the time of their meeting in the fall of 1882. ; : 

Resolved, 2. That the Bishops be authorized to apportion the said 
amount among the several Conferences, according to their best judg- 
ment of their ability to meet the same, and notify the said Conferences, 
of the sum apportioned to them, at their sessions in 1883. 

Resolved, 3. That it shall be the duty of the said Conferences to 
make arrangements for raising the amount so apportioned, and any 
Conference failing to do so shall forfeit all claim for the expenses of 
its delegation. 


The Report of the Committee on the Chartered 
Fund was read. 

J. S. Smart moved that. the trustees distribute the 
funds to the Conferences in proportion to the number 
of superannuated preachers who are claimants, and the 
motion was laid on the table. 

The Report was adopted as follows: 


Your Committee on ‘ The Condition of the Chartered Fund.” report, 
that the capital of the fund, in safe investments, amounted (Jan. J, 
1880) to the sum of $45,311 66, and $464 in centenary subscription. 
notes in the bounds of the Central Illinois Conference, supposed to 
be “not collectable.” 

The increase of the fund during the last four years has been 
$2,375. 

The papers containing this. partial statement of the affairs of the 
fund came to us too late to allow time to secure other information 
needed for a full report covering liabilities and expenditures. 

If it may be presumed that each Annual Conference has, at each 
session, ordered a draft of $30 on the Chartered Fund, the sums so 
paid out would amount to nearly six per cent. on the investments of 
the fund, and make a satisfactory showing. 

In view of the difficulties in making collections and in supervising 
real estate interests in distant States, we recommend that suitable 
persons be employed and paid a reasonable per centum on transac- 
tions, in all cases where there is liability to loss on notes due the 
fund, or complications through non-payment of taxes, or otherwise 
aoe lands owned by or mortgaged to the fund in those distant 

tates. 


Report No. XI of the Committee on Itinerancy was 


read, amended, and adopted as follows: 


EXTENSION OF PASTORAL TERM. 


That, in view of the different times of the sessions of different 
Conferences, whereby pastoral terms often expire in the middle of 
the Conference year, they recommend an amendment of the Disci- 
pline, paragraph 157, section 3, page 103, line 6, by inserting the fol- 
lowing words: ‘‘ Nevertheless, if in any case the term of three years 


shall expire in the interim of an Annual Conference, he may con: | 


tinue him until the next session, provided the time shall not be more 
than six months.” 
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They also recommend the striking out, in the same section, page 
102, line 14, of the words, “and to our people of color,” and the 
insertion, in line 12, of the words, “except those on the Pacific 
coast,” so as to read, “ Not including the Germans, except those on 
the Pacific coast.” 


Report No. II of the Committee on Temperance was 
presented and adopted: 


Your Committee on Temperance would respectfully submit. the 
following additional report: 

1. We recommend that paragraph 98 of the Discipline be amended 
by inserting in the third line, after ‘ Sunday-schools,” the words, 
“on Temperance ;” the simple effect of which will be to make it 
the duty of each pastoral charge, at the fourth Quarterly Conference, 
to appoint a Committee on Temperance, as is now done on missions, 
Sunday-schools, and various other kindred subjects. 

2. We recommend the insertion of a new section in paragraph 175, 
to read as follows: “To call the Committee on Temperance together, 
at least once in three months, for the purpose of considering the 
best means to be employed for promoting the cause of temperance 
in the community.” 

3. We recommend the General Conference to re-affirm, for inser- 
tion in the Appendix of the Discipline, the following resolutions, 
adopted by the General Conference of 1876: 

“ Resolved, 1. That we recommend the organization of juvenile tem- 
perance societies in all our congregations and Sunday-schools. 

“ Resolved, 2. That we recognize the necessity of healthy temperance 
literature, and, therefore, recommend the publications of the National 
Temperance Association of New York to the patronage of our people 
and Sunday-schools. 

“ Resolved, 3. That we gratefully recognize and heartily commend the 
ministry of the gifted and godly women of the Churches in the work 
of temperance, and in their holy crusade against the liquor traffic.” 


On motion of Secretary W oodruff, it was resolved that 
after the reading of the Journal and religious exer- 
cises, the General Conference adjourn sine die. 

The Journal of the afternoon session was then read 
and approved, and Bishop Simpson said: 


Before closing the General Conference I desire to express, both for 
myself and for my colleagues, our grateful acknowledgments to the 
brethren of the General Conference for their uniform courtesy, kind- 
ness, and brotherly love during the progress of this session. 

While we have, necessarily, been called upon to decide questions 
suddenly, and while we have not always been able, probably, in giv- 
ing the floor, to recognize brethren, who possibly should have been 
recognized, we have endeavored to act kindly and impartially, and 
we thank you for your forbearance, and for the very kind expres- 
sions you have made in reference to us. : : 

Our prayer is that God may go with you to your homes and fields 
of labor, that you may have great success in the various charges 
which you occupy, and that, through your work at this General 

' Conference, the blessing of God may rest upon the Churches, and 
great peace and prosperity may be in all our borders. 

It has afforded us great pleasure to meet our brethren here, and 
to be with them in their deliberations, to listen to their thoughts ; 


and we shall be pleased to meet you, if Providence spare us, in your , 


hy 
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different localities and different appointed spheres, and our prayer is 
that God may so enable you and us to fulfill our varied duties that 
we may have a meeting by and by in the general assembly of the 
Church of the firstborn on high; and that we may be there without 
the loss of a single one, and that all of you may come rejoicing, 


bringing your sheaves with you. 


The Conference then joined in singing the doxology, 
and the apostolic benediction was pronounced by Bishop 
Simpson, and the General Conference of 1880 was ad- 


journed. 


LEVI SCOTT, 
MATTHEW SIMPSON, 
THOMAS BOWMAN, 
WILLIAM L. HARRIS, 
RANDOLPH S. FOSTER, 
ISAAC W. WILEY, 
STEPHEN M. MERRILL, 
EDWARD G. ANDREWS, 
JESSE T. PECK, 
HENRY W. WARREN, 
CYRUS D. FOSS, 
JOHN F. HURST, 
ERASTUS O. HAVEN, 
Bishops. 


GEORGE W. WOODRUFF, Secretary. 


Assistant Secretaries : 

Davi S. Monrosg, 

Isaao 8. Binenam, 
GEORGE MATHER, 

James N. FirzGErRap. 


Lew E. Darrow, 
Henry B. HEAcocK, 
JAMES P. MAGEE, 


ee PN alee 


1 .—Journal, page 85. 
ADDRESS OF THE BISHOPS. 


To THE DELEGATES OF THE SEVERAL ANNUAL AND ELECTORAL 
CoNFERENCES OF THE Meruopist Epriscopat Cuurcy In GEn- 
BRAL CONFERENCE ASSEMBLED: 


Dear BRETHREN: With gratitude to Almighty God, who has 
permitted us to witness the assembling of this General Conference, 
we extend to you, as the representatives of the ministry and laity 
of the Methodist Episcopal Church, our cordial and fraternal 
greetings. We most earnestly pray that the presence of the great 
Head of the Church may be constantly felt in your midst, and 
that the divine benediction may rest. upon you personally, and 
upon all your deliberations. 

The work you have to perform is one of vast responsibility. 
You are to supervise the interests of a Church which covers not 
only the wide-spread territories of our own country, but which 
extends into distant parts of the globe; which numbers its com- 
municants by the hundreds of thousands, and the members of its 
congregations by millions; a Church, which has preserved for 
nearly a century its peculiar organization and its itinerant minis- 
try, and which unites simplicity of service with facilities for the 
highest culture; which calls into active exercise the talents of its 
humblest members, and blends into oneness of doctrine, usage, 
and discipline, peoples of many nationalities and races. To leg- 
islate properly for such a Church requires a spirit of cautious 
conservatism, which scrupulously preserves unimpaired its sources 
of vital energy and efficiency, united with a spirit of wise prog- 
ress, which readily adds whatever may be necessary to carry it 
forward toward the conversion of the world. Your assembly is 
one of great interest. The Church has called into its general 
council its chosen representatives, as well from distant fields as 
from our own land, and has brought into your midst, for the first 
time in its history, as members of this body, its native converts 
from the four quarters of the globe. As we look on such an as- 
sembly we joyously exclaim with the apostle, “Now thanks be 
unto God, who always causeth us to triumph in Christ, and mak- 
eth manifest the savor of his knowledge by us in every place.” 

Yet this joyousness is tinged with sadness, as we think of some 
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who are not with us to-day. With no ordinary emotions of sor- 
row we record the death of three of our beloved colleagues, 
Bishops Janes, Ames, and Haven. Bishop Janes was our senior 
in office, and had been spared for a long term of episcopal labor. 
Those of you who were present at the last General Conference 
will remember his stirring and exultant address at its close. 
Thereafter he presided at only one Annual Conference. He had 
been for several years suffering from severe attacks of disease. 
His wife, who had been severely afflicted, died on the 13th of 
August, 1876, and on the 18th of September he followed her to 
the tomb. Bishop Ames, whose seventieth anniversary occurred 
during the last General Conference, continued to labor, though 
suffering from increasing infirmities, until the spring of 1879. 
Though very feeble, he declined any assistance in presiding over 
his last Conferences, and ended his official work with the East 
German Conference, which closed on the 8th of April. After a 
brief confinement he passed away, April 25,1879. Bishop Haven 
was prostrated in the early part of December last by a complica- 
tion of diseases, partly malarial and partly constitutional, and 
died in holy triumph January 3, 1880. The loss of three such 
Bishops, remarkable for their varied gifts and endowments, has 
been deeply felt by the Church, and has called forth general ex- 
pressions of sorrow. We deeply mourn our loss, but as you will 
doubtless arrange for memorial services, we forbear the words, 
both of sadness and of eulogy, which are in our minds and hearts. 
We also lament the death of the senior Book Agent at New 
York, Rey. Reuben Nelson, D.D., which occurred Feb. 20, 1879, 
and that of the senior Secretary of the Missionary Society, Rev. 
Robert L. Dashiell, D.D., which occurred March 8, 1880. Both 
of these brethren had been diligent and faithful in their official 
trusts, and both were beloved and honored by the Church. In 
this connection we also record the death of seven ministers and 
three laymen who were members of the last General Conference, 
several of whom were brethren of age and experience, and whose 
fame was in all the Churches. Very recently two of the delegates 
elected by the Des Moines Conference as members of this body, 
Rev. T. 8. Berry and Rev. J. M. Holmes, were called to their re- 
ward; only yesterday Dr. John R. Goodwin, an esteemed and 
honored layman, a member of this body from the South-east Indiana 
Conference, by a sad casualty, came to an untimely end. These 
- occurrences remind us how near death may be to our own foot- 
steps, and how faithfully and wisely we should fulfill the duties 
ot to-day. 

Notwithstanding the loss of our colleagues, we report, with 
devout thankfulness to God, that we were able to preside at each 
session of every Annual Conference held during the past quadren- 
nium throughout the United States and Territories; and we were 
also permitted to visit all the Mission Conferences, and to in- 


spect most of the foreign mission fields not yet organized into 
Conferences. 


i, haa vei > 
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In 1876 Bishop Andrews presided in the Conference of Ger- 
many and Switzerland, and, according to the direction of the last 
General Conference, organized the Annual Conferences of Sweden 
and of Norway. He also presided over the Annual Meeting of 
the missionaries in Denmark and Bulgaria, organized the South 
India Conference in November, 1876, and held the North India 
Conference in January, 1877. On his return, he held the Annual 
Meeting of the missionaries in Italy, and presided again in the 
summer of 1877 over the Conferences of Germany and Switzer- 
land, of Sweden, and of Norway. 

In the fall of 1876 Bishop Haven sailed for Africa, and held 
the Liberia Conference in the latter part of December. He vis- 
ited the various places occupied by our work, and acquired much 
valuable information as to the condition of the interior. 

In 1877 Bishop Wiley, after holding Conferences on the Pacific 
Coast, sailed for Japan and China, where he held the Annual 
Meeting in Peking and Kiukiang, and organized in December, 
1877, under the direction of the last General Conference, the An- 
nual Conference of Foochow. After extensive explorations in 
both China and Japan, he returned in the spring of 1878. 

In the summer of 1878 Bishop Bowman presided over the Con- 
ferences of Germany and Switzerland, of Sweden and Norway, 
and held the Annual Meeting of the missionaries in Denmark. 
He also presided over the South India Conference in December, 
1878, and over the North India Conference in January, 1879. 
Returning, he held the Annual Meeting of our missionaries in Italy, 
where the sad intelligence reached him that during his absence 
his wife had been summoned to her heavenly home. In 1879 
Bishop Wiley presided in the Conferences of Germany and Swit- 
zerland, of Sweden, and of Norway, and held the Annual Meeting 
in Denmark. 

The missions in Mexico were visited by Bishop Merrill in 1878, 
and by Bishop Harris in 1880. During these visits the Annual 
Meetings were held, and the different parts of the work were ex- 
amined. The mission fields in New Mexico were visited by Bishop 
Bowman in 1877, by Bishop Simpson in 1878, and by Bishop 
Merrill in 1879. An inspection of the missions in South Amer- 
ica had been contemplated, and also a second visit to China 
and Japan; but, owing to the death of our colleagues and 
other causes, they were deferred, Should information be desired 
from any of the Bishops in reference to their work in the for- 
eign fields, it will be their pleasure to await the order of the 
General Conference. 

In addition to the work performed in Annual Conferences and 
in the mission fields, we have presided over Judicial Conferences 
held in Waterloo and Davenport, lowa; in Richmond, Indiana; 
Mansfield, Ohio; Wheeling, West Virginia; in the city of Phila- 
delphia, and in Wilmington, Delaware, to hear appeal cases from 
the California, Nevada, Nebraska, North-west Iowa, Des Moines, 
Wisconsin, Indiana, Cincinnati, Ohio, Erie, West Virginia, 
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Philadelphia, and New Jersey Conferences. We have also pre- 
sided over District Conferences whenever we could do so con- 
sistently with other duties. According to the direction of the 
last General Conference Bishop Bowman was deputed by us to 
visit, as Fraternal Delegate, the British Wesleyan Conference, and 
in this office Rev. E. O. Haven, D.D., was associated with him. 
They were cordially received, and, no doubt, their mission has 
added to the links which bind so closely the two bodies together. 
Delegates were also appointed to the various Conferences with 
which your body is in fraternal correspondence, 


ANNUAL CONFERENCES. 


By the authority of the last General Conference the Swedish 
work embraced in the Central Illinois and Minnesota Conferences 
was organized, in 1876, into the North-west Swedish Conference. 
The Rocky Mountain Conference was divided into two parts, the 
one known as the Utah, and the other as the Montana Confer- 
ence. And in 1878 the South-west German Conference divided 
its territory into the Saint Louis German and Western German 
Conferences. Under a general provision made as to the division 
of Conferences, there have been organized the Central Tennessee, 
Little Rock, Austin, and the Southern Central Conferences. 
At their first session after the General Conference the Western 
New York Conference, which sat at Leroy, and the East Gen- 
esee Conference, which sat at Rochester, at the same time unani- 
mously passed resolutions proposing to obliterate the line of 
division between them, and to be united in one body. While 
there was no express warrant of the Discipline for this action, 
yet as there had been for several years discussions and contro- 
versies in reference to their boundaries, as the Conferences were 
authorized by concurrent action to change their lines indefinitely, 
as the action was without a dissenting voice, and as it would not 
affect other Annual Conferences, Bishop Ames, who presided at 
the Western New York Conference, and Bishop Simpson, who 
presided at the East Genesee Conference, believing that it would 
not be wise for them to interpose any obstacle to the proposed 
union, gave to it their concurrence and approval. The two bodies 
were merged into one, known as the Genesee Conference, which 
by a formal vote ratitied the proceedings. With the new Confer- 
ences organized the Annual Conferences now number ninety-five. 

The bishops would respectfully submit to the General Confer- 
ence whether it might not be wise to organize the Rocky Mount- 
ain region, now occupied by the Utah, Montana, and a part of the 
Nevada Conferences, into mission districts, to be administered as 
foreign missions. ‘The small number of pastors employed, and 
the immense distances from each other at which they are located, 
render a large Conference almost impracticable, and yet any 
~ division leaves too few pastors to properly constitute an Annual 
Conference, or be entitled to elect a delegate. 
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CoMMITTEES. 


The Bishops were directed by the last General Conference to 
appoint several committees, which should pursue their labors after 
the close of itssession. Of these the first in order was the Commit- 
tee to Prepare a new Hymn Book. This Committee consisted of 
fifteen brethren, selected from different sections of the Church. 
They devoted a large portion of their time for nearly one year to 
this work, without pecuniary compensation, and performed it both 
faithfully and skillfully. They are justly entitled to the thanks 
of the entire Church. The work has every-where met with ap- 
proval, and is unquestionably one of the best collections which 
‘has ever been published. A committee was also appointed on 
the subject of an Ecumenical Council. A Circular Letter was 
issued and addressed to the various Methodist bodies in dif- 
erent parts of the world. Kind and favorable responses have 
been received from nearly all of these, and a meeting of the Com- 
mittee, as well as a joint meeting of committees from the various 
Methodist bodies, will be held in this city, after which a full re- 
port will be made to the General Conference. The measure thus 
inaugurated it is hoped will be consummated, and will add to the 
strength, influence, and unity of the Methodist family of Churches. 
Committees were also appointed on Fraternity and Union, on Lay 
Delegation in the Annual Conferences, and on the Preparation of 
a Judicial Code. 


GENERAL CONDITION. 


The financial depression which marked the earlier part of the 
quadrennium now closing affected the interests of the Church in 
common with the general condition of the country. To some 
extent the benevolent contributions were diminished, and many 
Churches suffered from embarrassment on account of debts con- 
tracted during the period of high prices. It is to us a matter of 
thankfulness that, notwithstanding the condition of the country, 
the interests of the Church have been generally maintained. Our 
literary institutions and our benevolent organizations have been 
kept in active operation, scarcely a church has been lost, and the 
general indebtedness of the Church has been considerably dimin- 
ished. We have enjoyed peace and harmony in a!] our borders, 
and while the progress has not been as rapid as at some periods, 
it has nevertheless been gradual and constant. ‘The general pros- 
perity will be seen from a brief review of the minutes and of the 
reports of the various institutions. 

‘The statistics for 1875 show 10,923 traveling preachers, 12,881 
local preachers, and 1,580,559 members including probationers. 
The statistics for 1879 show 11,636 traveling preachers, 12,475 
local preachers, and 1,700,302 members and probationers. ‘I'his 
exhibit gives an increase in the four years of 713 traveling 
preachers and 119,743 members; and a decrease of 406 local 
preachers. ‘This general increase, though not so large as during 
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the preceding quadrennium, is, nevertheless, gratifying and en- 
couraging to the Church. We must also take into consideration 
that during that time there have died 512 traveling preachers and 
78,520 members. ‘These must be added to the increase of four 
years to show the actual number of members which had been re- 
ceived. While we have lost that number from the Church mili- 
tant, we rejoice that the Church triumphant has gained, and the 
great mission of the Church has been accomplished in so many 

precious souls, nearly all of whom have, as we have good reason 

to believe, died in peace. In 1875 there were 15,633 church edifices 

and 5,017 parsonages, valued at $81,081,862. In 1879 there were 

16,955 churches and 5,689 parsonages, valued at $70,955,509. 

This shows an increase in the number of churches of 1,322, or- 
more than one church for every working day in the four years; 

and an increase of 672 parsonages, or more than one for every 

two working days in the same period. The estimated value, 

however, instead of being increased, has been diminished. This 

results from a change in the price of real estate throughout the 

land. The number of new churches and parsonages will not show 

the full work of the Church, for during that period many churches 

have been remodeled, enlarged, and rebuilt. 


Boox ConceERN. 


The publishing interests of the Church, the earliest organized 
among its institutions, continue to be of great value and power. 
After the death of Dr. Nelson, the Book Committee met, and on 
the 3d of March, 1879, in conjunction with the Bishops, elected 
Sandford Hunt, D.D., of the Genesee Conference, to serve until 
the General Conference. During the quadrennium $95,000 of the 
bonded debt on the New York publishing house have been paid, 
and the interest on the remaining $400,000 has been reduced from 
seven to six per cent. per annum. New and valuable books have 
been added to the extensive list heretofore published, and the 
various periodicals are generally sustained, the circulation of sev- 
eral of them having largely increased. ‘They are doing much to 
promote the connectional interests of the Church, as well as to 
furnish suitable and profitable reading for our families. The 
sales of books and periodicals during the last four years in New 
York amounted to $3,415,016, and in the Western Book Concern 
to $2,675,125, aggregating $6,090,141. We think the General 
Conference should consider whether some plan might be devised 
whereby a greater impetus may be given to the sale of our pub- 
lications. 1t seems to us that with the large capital employed, 
with the excellent character of the publications, and with the 
increasing number of communicants in the Church, the sales ought 
to be larger than they now are. The experiments which have 
been made in establishing depositories under the control of the 
Annual Conferences, and by associations in various cities, have 
shown that, without loss to the Book Concern, the publications can 
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be kept on sale in the leading centers. It may be well worth 
considering how far these conference and associated efforts may 
be more extensively employed in the circulation of our literature. 


Missions. 


The mission cause continues to occupy its position of promi- 
nence among the movements of the Church. No new mission 
field has been opened during the last quadrennium, but nearly 
every field has been enlarged, either in its boundaries, the num- 
ber of its missionaries, or in its resources. The South India Con- 
ference, which was organized in 1876, has enlarged its field by 
extending not only into large districts in South India, but also 
into Rangoon, Burmah. It now embraces three districts, with 
37 traveling ministers, 45 local preachers, and 2,169 members 
and probationers. The mission in Japan, which was opened in 
1873, gives promise of great success. In no part of the world is 
the outlook more cheering. In China, the Foochow Conference 
was organized in 1877, and now consists of 6 districts and 57 
ministers, of whom 52 are native preachers. There are also 28 
others employed as supplies, making 80 native laborers. Some 
of these fields are self-sustaining; and in all the spirit of heroic 
Christianity is evinced by many of the native ministers. In addi- 
tion to the Conference of Foochow the mission fields of North 
China and of Central China are also manifesting indications of 
hopefulness and success. Our brethren in the North India Con- 
ference are steadily prosecuting their labors, and the schools and 
orphanages are taking firm hold of the hearts of the people. In 
Bulgaria the conflict between Russia and Turkey rendered mis- 
sionary labor for a time impracticable. Since peace has been re- 
stored there are hopeful indications, but the work is limited. In 
Italy decided progress has been made. Sixteen ministers are em- 
ployed, all of whom, except Dr. Vernon, the superintendent, are 
native Italians. In Denmark, also, recent manifestations favor the 
enlargement of the work. In Germany, Sweden, and Norway 
new Conferences are in operation, papers are published, and books 
are printed and circulated. The membership is increasing, but 
the good accomplished far exceeds the increase in the member- 
ship of the Church. Wherever our missions are prosperous the 
State Churches are putting forth greater efforts, Sunday-schools 
are established, and more evangelistic work is done. 

In Africa an effort has been made to reach the interior, and we 
trust the territorial acquisitions made by Liberia may open a 
wider door to our missionaries. 

In Mexico, in the face of many difficulties produced by the long 
and degrading influence of the Church of Rome, considerable 
‘progress has been made. A paper has been established, and 
books have been printed by the aid of a fund procured by its 
former superintendent. This work is still carried on through the 
present missionaries, who are laboring faithfully. A theological 
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school and orphanage add to their instrumentalities. In South 
America there has been some enlargement, and an urgent call is 
made for more missionaries and for more means. 

The western coast of South America was visited a few years 
since by Rev. William Taylor, and under his influence several 
young men and women have gone to that region, chiefly as teach- 
ers, risking their support among the people, and also endeavoring, 
when there is opportunity, to preach the Gospel of Christ. This 
work, though not under the control nor at the expense of our 
Missionary Society, has yet been so far sanctioned, that the mis- 
sion field has been extended to embrace all South America, and a 
few preachers have been appointed by the Bishops to that work. 
Our mission fields thus encircle the globe, and occupy centers 
which promise future development. Our missionaries are preach- 
ing in some twenty languages and dialects, into some of which 
many of our hymns have been translated, and in all of which 
efforts have been made for the distribution of our religious 
literature. 

In these mission fields the Woman’s Foreign Missionary Socie- 
ty of our Church has also been an earnest co-laborer. We owe 
much to the devoted women who have organized societies, col- 
lected funds, and sent young women as missionaries to India, 
China, Japan, Mexico, and South America, and more recently to 
Africa. We have great confidence in the wisdom and devotion 
of the Christian women who manage this interest, and we trust 
there will ever be a perfect and cordial co-operation between the 
societies. 

After the death of Dr. Nelson, Mr. J. M. Phillips, Book Agent 
at New York, was appointed as Missionary Treasurer to fill the 
vacancy until the General Conference. We are gratified at the 
statement that the debt, which in 1876 was $262,355, was reduced 
in November last to $63,037. In addition, the proportion of debt 
owing by the Missionary Society, and which had remained on the 
building, has been paid, and a permanent fund of some $30,000 
has accumulated through the benevolence of friends, on which 
annuities are yet paid, but which will soon fall into the treasury. 
Such is now the credit of the Society, that bills are sent to some 
of the mission fields by the treasurer, and are sold at as favorable 
prices as those of leading bankers, thus saving to the Society the 
expense of commissions. The receipts of the last four years, as 
compared with the previous period, show a diminution of $350,000, 
or about 13 per cent., a part of which, as to the support of our 
missions, may be balanced by the difference in the value of money 
and of saving in the rate of exchange. In the last quadrennium 
the receipts of the Woman’s Foreign Missionary Society have 
considerably increased. 

While we rejoi¢e in what has been accomplished, we cannot 
conceal from ourselves the fact that the annual contributions of 
the Church are far below what we believe is demanded of the 
Church, and far below the pressing demands of the mission fields. 
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We hope the General Conference may be able, by some action, 
to reach the heart and conscience of the Church, and to secure 
contributions from every person in our Churches and congrega- 
tions. A severe loss was sustained by the Society in the sickness 
and death of Dr. Dashiell, but it was not deemed necessary by 
the Bishops, in view of the near approach of the General Confer- 
ence, to fill his place. 


CuurcH EXxTENsIon. 


The Board of Church Extension has performed a grand work 
in building and assisting Churches among the sparse population 
on the Western frontier and through the South. It has also been 
instrumental, both by donations and loans, in saving many embar- 
rassed Churches, which, so far as we can judge, would otherwise 
have been lost. The calls for aid by loans are less numerous than 
they once were, and many leading Churches which were heavily 
embarrassed have paid their entire indebtedness. <A spirit of great- 
er carefulness prevails in the Churches, and will leave them here- 
after less heavily burdened. The annual collections for donations 
amounted last year to $75,721 77, and for the quadrennium to 
$266,047 95. In the same time the Loan Fund has increased from 
$303,411 23 to $329,920 73, upon $171,535 50 of which there were 
several annuities to be paid. This Board has rapidly extended 
its influence and is acquiring a strong hold upon the heart of the 
Church. In the improved financial condition of the country it 
seems to us it would be wise to make a general and simultaneous 
effort to liquidate the entire indebtedness upon Church property. 
The organization of the Methodist Episcopal Church dates from 
the beginning of 1785, and its one hundredth anniversary is rap- 
idly approaching. We believe that if proper effort was made all 
the debts existing at the beginning of 1880 might be paid by the 
beginning of 1885. 

‘Though there will never be a time when a growing Church 
can be entirely free from debt, yet its liabilities should not be 
large nor of long standing. It would be a grand record if the 
Church could show to the world its accumulated property free 
from past indebtedness during its first one hundred years of toil. 
We believe this to be possible. ‘Though the returns are not per- 
fect, yet the reports made to Conference show an indebtedness 
on the average of ten per cent. on the estimated value of the 
property, or about $7,000,000 of indebtedness on $70,000,000 of 
property. The statistics also show that during the past year 
nearly $2,400,000 were paid on Church improvements or on Church 
indebtedness. A less amount than this annually would free the 
Church property from debt in the time mentioned. If a Church, 
beginning without wealth and without influence, could accumu- 
late in the first century a property in churches and parsonages, 
literary and educational institutions, and funds for benevolent 
purposes, of at least $80,000,000, how much more might it do 
when commencing a new era on such a basis? 
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We also ask your attention to the necessity of some effective 
provision to prevent the accumulation of indebtedness upon 
Church property for current expenses. The last General Con- 
ference enacted a law that no mortgage or lien should be placed 
on Church property for current expenses; but, notwithstanding 
the enactment, several cases have occurred in which Church 
property has been so mortgaged. We think this has resulted 
chiefly from a departure from primitive principles. Mr. Wesley 
displayed his foresight in creating two separate boards: trustees 
to care for and preserve the property, and stewards to attend to 
the current expenses. Under this arrangement the stewards en- 
deavor, at the close of each year, to meet the current liabilities ; 
but when the current expenses are assumed by the trustees, if 
the board be either careless or reckless, the debt accumulates and 
becomes a lien upon the Church. Were this a matter affecting 
only a few Churches it would be of little moment, but in our 
connection its tendency is to destroy confidence in the manage- 
ment of the Churches and to prevent liberal contributions for 
embarrassed Churches. Our friends have heretofore contributed 
to relieve Churches under the conviction that they would remain 
as permanent Church property, and they would not have so given 
had they thought their contributions would be used to pay cur- 
rent expenses. For trustees to permit this is a breach of faith 
to the public. If persisted in, it will destroy our power to ap- 
peal to the public, and will interfere with our whole plan of 
Church extension. 


SUNDAY-SCHOOLS. 


In the Sunday-School Department considerable progress has 
been made. The number of schools is reported gt 20,340, the 
officers and teachers 226,367, and scholars 1,538,311; being an 
increase in four years of 1,234 schools, 19,754 teachers, and 
139,580 scholars, the increase in scholars being larger than in the 
membership of the Church. One of the most gratifying features 
is the report of 352,908 conversions in the four years, and it re- 
minds the Church it must look largely to its scholars for its fu- 
ture growth. Its list of publications has been increased by sev- 
eral valuable works, and many new and important helps have 
been furnished to aid the Sunday-school teacher, The public 
mind has been stirred by assemblies held at Chautauqua and 
other important points, where Sunday-school workers have met to 
promote their own improvement and the interests of their de- 
partment. We rejoice in all the helps that can be afforded, and 
in the habits of reading and study which are being promoted. 
We approve, also, of the adoption of the International Series, be- 
cause the public attention has been turned to the same great facts 
in Bible history and to the same great lessons at the same time 
among different denominations and in different parts of the 
world. In our judgment it will prove to be one of the great 
steps toward promoting unity of thought and feeling among na- 
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tions far distant from each other. While, however, we rejoice in 
these International Lessons, and in the Berean Series, and in the 
increased appliances and helps which have been provided, we 
fear that close and catechetical instruction has been either neg- 
lected or but partially imparted in many of our schools. While 
a broad catholicity of spirit should be cultivated and a narrow 
sectarianism avoided, it is yet the duty of the Church to educate 
its children carefully in the doctrines of the Gospel as it sees 
and understands them. For the performance of this work the 
pastors are chiefly responsible, and they should see that such in- 
struction is given in their Sunday-schools. To neglect accurate 
doctrinal teaching encourages a latitudinarianism which must 
weaken the future power of the Church. The same remarks will 
apply to Church polity; the general outlines of our Church econ- 
omy should be so taught in our Sunday-schools that our young 
people may have an intelligent view of our Church organization, 
as well as of our general benevolent enterprises. 


Tracts. 


We have little to report in reference to our Tract Society. Its 
publishing office is in connection with the Sunday-Schoo] Union. 
Several new and valuable tracts have been published during the 
last quadrennium, and of different sizes, more especially for the 
young. The Tract Board has also assisted in the publication of 
tracts for our foreign missions. We regret, however, that there 
is not a more systematic effort made for the distribution of these 
tracts, or that there is not some agency by which they may more 
readily reach the entire population. Might not the services of 
many of the women of the Church be more actively enlisted in 
their circulation ? 


FREEDMEN’s AID SOCIETY. 


The Freedmen’s Aid Society, the last in organization among 
the great benevolent boards, has been performing in its field a 
noble work. ‘Through its secretary its revenue has been largely 
increased during the last four years. Its chief effort is now di- 
rected to the education of young ministers, and to the training 
of young men and women as teachers for the colored population. 
Several institutions, especially those at Nashville, Atlanta, Or- 
angeburgh, and Baltimore, have erected, or are erecting, large 
and commodious buildings, and are preparing to give more thor- 
ough instruction. A medical department has also been estab- 
lished in connection with the university at Nashville, where col- 
ored young men are being trained for professional lite. 

We deem it also of great importance that a similar work 
should be done among the white members and friends in the 
South. Possibly the sphere of the Freedmen’s Aid Society might 
be enlarged so that it would work in the same lines in this field 
also. At all events, the educational work among the poorer 
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white people of the South should be in some way developed 
through the general benevolence of the Church. ; 
Though the work performed by the Freedmen’s Aid Society 
may not be needed when the race among which it labors shall 
enjoy full and equal privileges with others, yet for years to come 
the fostering care of such a society will be imperatively required. 


CoLLEGES AND SEMINARIES. 


The general cause of education, embracing our colleges, semi- 
naries, and universities, is very dear to the Church, and has long 
received its attention. While mistakes have doubtless been made 
in attempting to found too many colleges and seminaries, yet we 
are glad to note the general improved conditions of our literary 
institutions. Many of our friends have contributed to their en- 
dowment, and a few large donations have been made, which, we 
trust, are but the precursors of many others. Most of the liter- 
ary institutions are enjoying prosperity, and are accumulating 
means to provide facilities fur superior education; yet in a few 
cases, as in reference to our Churches, we are obliged to report 
that the trustees have mortgaged the property for current ex- 
penses. We believe this to be a flagrant violation of trust, as 
the contributors, to purchase ground and erect buildings, gave 
_the money with the conviction that it would not be consumed 
for current expenses. 


THEOLOGICAL SCHOOLS. 


The Church has a deep interest in the theological schools, and 
should ever give them a careful supervision. ‘These institutions 
are either under the watch-care of the General Conference or of 
the Annual Conference where they are located, and the profess- 
ors are either chosen on the nomination of the Bishops or con- 
firmed on their approval. The object of this is to secure the 
most perfect harmony with our doctrines and economy. ‘The 
three principal institutions, the Boston Theological School, the 
Garrett Biblical Institute, and the Drew Seminary, are in active 
operation, and their halls are well filled with students. We re- 
gret to say that they have suffered considerable loss through ac- 
cidents or the change of times, but we are gratified to add that 
our friends are coming to the rescue, replacing their endowment 
by generous gifts, and showing how deep an interest the Church 
feels in the education of its young ministers. 

The Martin Theological School, at Frankfort, Germany, the 
theoiogical school in India, and the smaller biblical and theolog- 
ical schools, are also accomplishing a good work. 

The Board of Education has received some additions to its 
fund from the contributions on Children’s Day, and has also re- 
ceived a few donations from benevolent individuals. The fund 
is carefully invested, and the income has been distributed to aid 


1880.] Address of the Bishops. 413 


students preparing for the ministry, and especially for the mis- 
sion field. Large additions ought to be made to this fund in 
view of the objects to be promoted. 


LapIEs AND Pastors’ CuristrAN UNION. 


No action was taken by the last General Conference on the 
Report of the Ladies and Pastors’ Christian Union, The board 
appointed at the previous Conference continue to act, and will 
report to your body. Though without funds and without any 
Church-appointed officers, this association has accomplished, in 
many localities, a good work in visiting the sick and poor, and 
stimulating Christian women to increased activity. 


SUGGESTIONS. 


As the one hundredth anniversary of the organization of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church will occur within less than a year 
after the next General Conference, it will be appropriate for this 
body to consider what measures should be adopted to arrange 
for a suitable observance of so important an occasion, and what 
objects should be selected for the generous offerings of our 
people. 

According to the order of the last General Conference, we 
submitted its action on the alteration of the second Restrictive 
Rule concerning a change in the ratio of representation in the 
General Conference. It did not receive the constitutional ap- 
proval of the Annual Conferences, the vote being 3,144 for and 
2,753 against. We also submitted its action touching the alter- 
ation of the third Restrictive Rule, but this did not meet their 
concurrence, the vote being 1,338 for, and 4,445 against. 

Several of the Lay Electoral Conferences passed resolutions 
favoring the introduction of lay representation in the Annual 
Conference, and this action was also indorsed by some of the 
Annual Conferences. The question will, doubtless, come before 
you on the report of the committee appointed at your last ses- 
sion, and will be worthy of your most careful consideration. We 
do not see how such a measure can be properly consummated 
without an alteration of the second Restrictive Rule, as it must 
affect the composition of the Annual Conference and the basis 
for the election of ministerial delegates. 

Appeals were taken from episcopal decisions in Annual Con- 
ferences as to the right, under our Discipline, of licensing women 
to preach, and as to their election and ordination to the office of 
deacons. These appeals will bring the subject fully before you. 
As it is a question affecting the administration and the uniformity 
of Church action, it should have your careful deliberation and 
determination. 

It has been the honor of Methodism to have maintained from 
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the commencement of its history the doctrines of the Church in 
their purity and efficiency. The controversies which have arisen 
have had reference to questions of Church polity but not as to 
questions of doctrine. Its ministers fully accepted the teachings, 
and were almost universally faithful to their vows. We regret 
to say that in some quarters a spirit of latitudinarian speculation 
has been introduced into the Church, and occasionally ministers 
have claimed the right to preach doctrines which are not in har- 
mony with our articles and standards. We are in full sympathy 
with freedom of thought and freedom of speech. Every one 
should follow the dictates of his own judgment and conscience, 
and should so select his Church affiliations. But when a minis- 
ter has been admitted into official position in the Church, profess- 
ing to believe its doctrines, and pledging himself to maintain and 
defend them, and when he is sent forth on that profession to 
minister to its congregations, he is under sacred obligations to be 
faithful to his vows. He is not at liberty to occupy the pulpits 
of the Church for the purpose of disseminating sentiments con- 
trary to the faith of the Church. If he should change his con- 
victions he can honorably retire from his position and give utter- 
ance to his views in some other sphere. 
We would earnestly recommend to your consideration the 
propriety of so amending the Discipline as to extend the period 
of probation for membership in Annual Conferences to four 
years. In so short a time as two years, especially where the 
candidate may have been changed at the end of one year from 
one part of the Conference to another, the Church has not full 
opportunity to ascertain his qualifications or his fitness for the 
itinerant ministry: hence, some persons are admitted who are not 
clear in their doctrinal views, or who are not apt to teach or to 
labor effectively for the edification of the Church; but when 
once received into full connection they cannot very easily be dis- 
placed. The presence of such preachers, even though few in 
numbers, works an injury to the reputation of the Conference 
and seriously affects the progress of the Church. As early as 
1768 Mr. Wesley found it necessary to extend the period of pro- 
bation to four years, and such has remained the rule of Wesleyan 
Methodism in Great Britain. In the United States the demand 
for laborers in frontier fields was so great that the period of two 
years was’ thought to be for the interest of the Church. As the 
work increased, the necessity of the extension of the period was 
so greatly felt that the Bishops, in their address in 1844, recom- 
mended the extension of probation to four years.. The recom- 
mendation was not then adopted, as it was alleged it would in- 
terfere with properly supplying some of the western Conferences. 
With the present supply of ministers, however, we think the 
Church might safely extend the period, allowing the candidate 
to be ordained as deacon atthe close of the two years, and to the 
othve of elder when he is admitted into full connection. The 
only change would be that the Church would have a longer time 
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in which to become acquainted with the qualifications of the 
candidate before his admission into full membership. 

Closely allied to this subject is the question of members of 
Annual Conferences engaging in secular pursuits. In some in- 
stances ministers have taken a supernumerary or superannuated 
relation to engage in business. If successful, they have so re- 
mained for years; but if unsuccessful, they have returned to the 
Conference and demanded appointments at the hand of the 
Bishops. This return has given rise to a crowded state of the 
Conference, and has prevented the introduction of active and 
promising young men whose hearts are in the work of the min- 
istry. Not unfrequently these secular occupations give occasion, 
by failure in business, or by other circumstances, to cast discredit 
upon the Church and its ministers. 

The same remarks apply to members of Annual Conferences 
becoming candidates for political offices. Ministers are, indeed, 
citizens, and have all the rights of citizenship, but the work of 
the ministry is so momentous, it demands all the energies and 
all the time of the strongest minds and hearts. 

Tn this connection we regret to say that in some parts of the’ 
Church sufficient provision has not been made for the support of 
the ministry. We fear that the membership of the Church have 
been, in many instances, derelict in their duties, and have thus 
caused the ministers to turn temporarily aside. We think the 
whole subject demands your wise consideration. There seems to 
us to be an urgent demand for some simpler method of locating 
ministers who are not, for various reasons, acceptable to the 
Church, or useful in the itinerancy. 

It is our conviction that the Methodist Episcopal Church was 
never in a more promising condition than it 1s to-day, and we see 
no cause for the adverse criticism or for the predictions of dis- 
aster which have sometimes been made. The condition of Meth- 
odism in our large cities has been a subject of discussion, and its 
small relative advance has been contrasted with its more rapid 
growth in rural populations. 

It is your duty to look carefully into this matter and into all 
other matters that affect the prosperity and progress of the 
Church. 

For ourselves, we are free to say that so far from being dis- 
couraged or being despondent, we are rather surprised at the 
progress of the Church in our great centers. The growth of 
those cities has been very largely from foreign immigration. In 
the city of New York nearly four fifths of all the inhabitants, 
as shown by the census of 1870, are either foreign born or the 
children of foreign parentage. In Cincinnati, Chicago, Saint 
Louis, and some other cities, the persons who are foreign born or 
of foreign parentage compose more than two thirds of the entire 
population. Of these foreign families very few were educated as 
Methodists. The Wesleyan family in England do not compose 
more than one in twenty of the population; in Ireland not more 
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than one in eighty or ninety. Beyond these countries, until 
within a very few years, there has been no appreciative per cent- 
age of Methodism. To-day there is a slight sprinkling in Ger- 
many and Scandinavia, but so slight as to scarcely enter into the 
calculation. This entire foreign population has been brought up, 
not only without Methodist influence, but generally in hostility 
to it. A large proportion of the immigration from Europe is 
Roman Catholic. The greater part of the Protestant immigra- 
tion from England, Scotland, and parts of Ireland, is either of 
the Church of England or Presbyterians. The Protestant ele- 
ment on the Continent is divided between the Episcopal Churches 
of Scandinavia and the Lutheran or the Reformed Churches on 
the Continent, the latter of which always affiliates with Presby- 
terian bodies. Thus the Presbyterian and Protestant Episcopal 
Churches have received large additions, both in number and 
means, from the immigration to our cities, while Methodism has 
received but a few, and those, as a general rule, of the working 
classes of the community. Another consideration is, that the 
other leading Protestant Churches were in the older cities a cent- 
ury or so in advance of the commencement of our Church, 
They had secured sites for churches, their friends had possession 
of large portions of the real estate of the country; they had the 
control of the colleges, of the press, and of the social influences 
of the land. When we think of the amount of means necessary 
to purchase real estate in cities and to erect suitable buildings, 
we shall see how greatly other Protestant denominations were 
in advance of us, and what strong agencies of financial, literary, 
and social influence they possessedy That under such circum- 
stances the Methodist Episcopal Church should now stand in al- 
most every city as either first or second among the Protestant 
Churches in point of numbers and church accommodations, must 
be a matter of surprise and a proof of the energy and efficiency 
of its movements. When we survey the whole country we find 
the membership is annually enlarging, its edifices. are not only 
increasing in number, but in taste and commodiousness. Its lit- 
erary institutions are placed on broader foundations. The num- 
ber of students in its seminaries, colleges, and universities is 
increasing from year to year; its periodicals are obtaining a 
wider circulation, and the issues of its press are more extensively 
diffused. The benevolence of the Church is shown not only in 
the mission fields, which are annually extending, but in the en- 
largement of the funds of the Church Extension, Freedmen’s 
Aid, and Educational Boards. In several of our cities also, 
chiefly by the labor and self-sacrifice of Christian women, homes 
for the aged of the Church have been established, and commence- 
ments have been made for orphanages among both the American 
and German population. 

Not only are there these external evidences of progress, but 
we believe there is as much piety, purity, and devotion in 
the membership as at any former period. Class-meetings, though 
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not so generally attended as we could desire, are, we believe, 
better attended within the last few years, while prayer-meetings, 
love-feasts, watch-nights, special revival services, protracted and 
camp meetings, show the same spirit of energetic devotion which 
influenced our fathers. We think there is also an intelligent and 
earnest appreciation of the general polity of the Church. It can- 
not be expected that in a communion so large as ours there 
should be perfect unanimity of opinion, and especially so where 
a large proportion of the membership was in early life educated 
under the influence of Churches with a different economy; yet a 
careful examination has led us to believe that the Church is as 
much devoted as ever to its itinerancy and its connectional unity. 

There is some difference of opinion as to the proper period of 
limitation as to ministerial service, but, with few exceptions, 
there is unfaltering devotion to the system of itinerancy. It is 
not claimed that there is any divine authority for any definite 
term of years. It is simply a question of expediency, to be de- 
termined by the judgment of the Church. So far as we can 
judge, both the ministry and membership are well satisfied with 
our present rules, and there is little demand for any change. 
There is need felt for some measure of flexibility in cases of great 
exigency. How this exigency shall be determined, or how this 
need can best be met in harmony with the principles of our itin- 
erancy, we submit to your wise and godly judgment. 

In maintaining and working our system of itinerancy, in addi- 
tion to the limitation of service, an umpire is needed, which from 
its constitution shall be as impartial as may be possible in our 
imperfect humanity. This umpire in our Church is the episco- 
pacy, selected by the highest assembly of the Church, and re- 
moved as far as possible from all questions of locality and parti- 
sanship. The Bishops should be men of pure personal life, deep 
piety, earnest devotion to the doctrines and economy of the 
Church, of self-sacrificing and sympathetic spirit, of comprehen- 
sive views, of fair culture, and willing to be in labors “ more abun- 
dant.” Such men, we hope, may be selected by you for such ad- 
ditions as you may see fit to make to the number of Bishops at 
this General Conference. As to the number that should be se- 
lected, we express the opinion that it is best to select only the 
number sufficient for the proper performance of the work, and to 
make additions at subsequent Conferences as necessity may de- 
mand. Such a policy, we believe, would give greater regularity 
and uniformity to our work than to select a larger number, and 
to make no additions for several Conferences, 

As the policy of our Church, as it came to us from the fathers, 
has been to place the superintendency in the hands of a few 
Bishops, they have had the assistance of Presiding Elders, who, 
in their official sphere, are also umpires between the pastors and 
the Churches. As the administration of these Presiding Elders 
is, through the Bishops, under the control of the General Confer- 
ence; as these Elders visit every Church and preside in the Quar- 
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terly Conferences, the administration is every-where in harmony 
with the directions of the General Conference, and the connec- 
tional unity and efficiency are preserved. It has been our aim to 
select for this office men of executive ability, of deep piety, and 
of sound judgment and discretion. It has also been our convic- 
tion that the judgment of the Church favors, as a general rule, 
the change of the Presiding Elder from district work to the pas- 
torate at the end of four years, unless special circumstances shall 
demand a reappointment. It has also been our judgment that in 
general it is not wise to change an elder from one district to an- 
other during the four years’ term. The action of the last Gen- 
eral Conference, which relieved the Presiding Elder from the ab- 
solute necessity of attending four Quarterly Conferences in each 
charge, enabled us in many parts of the work to enlarge the dis- 
tricts, without, as we think, seriously impairing the efficiency of 
the office. We desire, however, to express our firm and deliber- 
ate judgment, that the presiding eldership is essential, in a Church 
constituted as is ours, to the efficiency of the itimerancy and to 
the uniformity of the administration. 

We believe, also, that the connectional unity of the Church 
commands both the judgment and the affection of our people. 
There may be a few who, from the prejudice of education, or 
from being members of strong and wealthy congregations, may 
not so deeply consider the value of connectional ties. There may 
be a few who would prefer a temporary benefit to their own 
Church to the general good of the whole Churches. But such, 
we think, are few in number. Our intelligent and active laymen 
are devotedly attached to the Church, and are seeking its growth 
in all departments. Some of them are contributing to its general 
institutions liberally and munificently. Others are spending large 
sums on plans of city evangelization; and others are aiding quietly 
and unostentatiously our poorer ministers who occupy hard fields 
of labor. Some of these laymen we know have spent weeks of 
careful study that they might be better prepared at this Confer- 

ence to understand and sustain the general principles of our 
economy. 

_ This connectional unity is seen in every part of our organiza- 
tion. The class is but a part of the society, the society of the 
circuit or station, the circuit of the district, the district of the 
Annual Conference, and the Annual Conference of the General 
Conference. This supervising body turns its eyes to every part 
of the Church, and extends its arms of affection to distant parts 
of the globe. 

To preserve this unity, and efficiency in this unity, its superin- 
tendency is connectional, and not diocesan. It sends its Bishops 
to hold Conferences throughout its wide territory, and to brin 
back tidings of victory from every field. Thus its Churches and 
its missions become part of one great body, the Churches sym- 
pathizing with the missions, and the missions, though small and 
feeble, feeling they are parts of a great body which nourishes 
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and protects them. What may be in the future we know not, 
but thus far in our history the noble spirit of a Wesley, who said 
“ The world is my parish,” inspires his followers. Far distant be 
the day when a spirit of congregationalism shall make our 
Churches independent, shall separate our Annual Conferences 
from each other, or shall cast off a single mission field that clings 
to us with fond affection. Let our itinerant hosts ever listen to 
the voice of the Captain of our salvation as he commands, “ Go 
ye into all the world.” 

Ready as we are to follow in our administration the directions 
of this body as the supreme council of the Church, we place be- 
fore you our administration, with the hope that it may meet your 
approval. 

Again invoking the divine blessing upon you, and praying that 
you may ever abide under the shadow of the Almighty, we are, 
dear brethren, fellow-laborers in the Gosptel of Christ. 


Levi Scort, SrePHEN M. MrErRix1, 
Marrurw Simpson, Isaac W. WiteEy, 
THomas Bowman, Epwarp G. ANDREWS, 
Wirtram L. Harris, JrEssE T, Prcx. 


Ranvotru §. Fosrer, 
Crnomnnati, May 3, 1880. 


ECUMENICAL CONFERENCE. 


2 .— Journal, page 91. 


REPORT OF COMMISSION APPOINTED BY THE GENERAL CON- 
FERENCE OF 1876. 


Dear FATHERS AND BRETHREN: The General Conference of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church in the United States, in session in 
the city of Baltimore, adopted, May 31, 1876, the following pre- 
amble and resolutions: 

“ Whereas, There is a number of distinct bodies of Methodists 
in the United States, in the Dominion of Canada, in Great Brit- 
ain, and in other countries; and whereas, these different Methodist 
organizations accept the Arminian theology, and maintain usages 
which distinguish them to some extent from every other denom- 
ination of Christians; and whereas, there are in these Methodist 
Churches nearly thirty thousand itinerant ministers, twice that 
number of local preachers, and more than four millions of lay 
members; and whereas, these several Methodist bodies have many 
interests in common, and are engaged in a common work, and 
seeking a common object; and whereas, an Ecumenical Confer- 
ence of Methodism would tend in many ways to a closer alliance, 
a warmer fraternity, and a fuller co-operation among these vari- 
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ous Methodist organizations for the advancement of the Redeem- 
er’s kingdom in all parts of the earth; and whereas, it is eminently 
proper that this General Conference of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church—a Conference and a Church representing and including 
eleven thousand itinerant ministers, and sixteen hundred thou- 
sand members — should initiate and propose such a measure; 
therefore, 

“ Resolved, 1. That the Bishops be requested to appoimt a 
Committee of Correspondence, consisting of nine persous—two 
of their own number, four other ministers, and three laymen— 
who shall take this whole subject into consideration, correspond 
with different Methodist bodies, in this country and in every 
other country, and endeavor to arrange for the said Ecumenical 
Conference of Methodism, at such time and place as may be 
judged most advisable, to consider topics relating to the position, 
work, and responsibility of Methodism for the world’s evangeli- 
zation. 

“ Resolved, 2. That such Committee is hereby empowered to 
represent and speak for and in the name of the Methodist Epis- 
copal Church in the United States in respect to said Ecumenical 
Conference, and is directed to make a full report of its proceed- 
ings to the General Conference of 1880. 

“ Resolved, 3. That the necessary expenses of such Committee 
of Correspondence be met in the same manner as expenses of 
Fraternal Delegates to other religious bedies are met.”—Journal, 
page 367. 

In pursuance of such action the Bishops, at a meeting leld in 
New York City, November, 1876, appointed said Committee of 
Correspondence as follows: 

Bishops—Rev. Matthew Simpson, D.D., LL.D., of Philadel- 
phia, Pa., and Rev. Edward R. Ames, D.D., LL.D., of Balti- 
more, Md. 

Other Ministers—Rev. Augustus C. George, D.D., of Central 
New York Conference; Rey. Lorenzo D. Barrows, D.D., of New 
Hampshire Conference; Rev. Park S. Donelson, D.D., of Central 
Ohio Conference; and Rev. Isaac N. Baird, D.D., of Pittsburgh 
Conference, 

Laymen—Hon. J. W. Marshall, of Washington, District of 
Columbia; Hon. James Harlan, of Mount Pleasant, Iowa; and 
Francis H. Root, Esq., of Buffalo, N. Y. 

Rev. Bishop Edward R. Ames, D.D., LL.D., and Rev. Lorenzo 
D. Barrows, D.D., having deceased, the Board of Bishops ap- 
pointed in their places Rev. Bishop Jesse T. Peck, D.D., LL.D. 
and Rey. James Pike, D.D. 

Your committee, in accordance with the instructions of the 
General Conference of 1876, has corresponded with several Meth- 
odist bodies, and with the following results: 

The Methodist Protestant Convention, assembled in Baltimore 
in May, 1877, indorsed the proposed Ecumenical Conference, and 
appointed delegates to attend the same. The Methodist Re- 
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corder (Pittsburgh, June 30, 1877) says: “The Methodist Prot- 
estant Church is fully committed to this important and truly 
catholic movement. We rejoice that such is the fact, as we be- 
lieve that great good will come to Methodism and to the world 
from the consummation of such an enterprise.” 

The Bishops of the Methodist Episcopal Church, South, i 
their quadrennial address to the General Conference of that 
Church, assembled in Atlanta, May, 1878, called attention to the 
proposed Methodist General Council, and said: 

“We have received from a Committee, authorized by the last 
General Conference of the Methodist Episcopal Church, a com- 
munication which cannot fail to arrest your attention and awaken 
your interest. That Committee was instructed to consider the 
subject of an Ecumenical Methodist Conference. They were 
empowered to speak for and in the name of the Methodist Epis- 
copal Church in the United States, to correspond with the vari- 
ous Methodist bodies in the world, and endeavor to arrange for 
said Conference, to be held at such time and place as may be 
judged most advisable, in order to consider topics relating to the 
position, work, and responsibility of Methodism for the world’s 
evangelization. This communication comes to you from that 
General Conference, through its Committee. It proposes a call 
for a representative council of every Methodist organization 
throughout the world. It assigns the reasons and sets forth the 
advantages of such a Pan-Methodistic Convention in forcible 
terms, and solicits your favorable response. We confess that we 
are impressed with the moral grandeur and the possible utility 
of such a movement. There are not less, the document assures 
us, than twenty-four different ecclesiastical organizations of 
Methodists, numbering upward of four millions of members, 
thirty thousand itinerant and sixty thousand local preachers, 
holding the true Arminian doctrine, and maintaining, more or 
less, the same usages. It would be an inspiring and profitable 
occasion to meet their representatives on the grand platform of a 
common Methodism, and consider the relations of these organi- 
zations to each other, to the universal Church, to the conversion 
of heathen nations, and to the times in which we live. It would 
strengthen each other’s hands, cement the bond of denomination- 
al brotherhood, and consolidate the Methodistic forces for their 
proper position in the sacramental host of God’s elect. ‘The com- 
mnunication referred to will be transmitted to you by the Presi- 
dent of the College of Bishops, and we invoke a careful consid- 
eration of it.” 

This portion of the Episcopal Address was sent to a special 
committee, which made an able report favoring an Ecumenical 
Conference, and closing with the following resolutions, which, 
says the record, “ were promptly adopted:”’ 

“« Resolved, 1. That the General Conference of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church, South, heartily approve of the proposed Kcu- 
menical Conference of Methodist Churches. 
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“ Resolved, 2. That the Bishops of our Church be and are hereby 
authorized and directed to appoint a Committee of seven, consist- 
ing of two of the Bishops, three other ministers, and two laymen, 
who shall be fully empowered to arrange for such a Confer- 
ence, and to represent our Church in the correspondence neces- 
sary thereto, and to appoint delegates to represent the Methodist 
Episcopal Church, South, in the Ecumenical Conference, when- 
ever it may assemble.” 

The General Conference of the Methodist Episcopal Church of 
Canada, August, 1878, adopted a resolution expressing its hearty 
concurrence in the proposal for an Ecumenical Council of Meth- 
odism, and appointed a Committee of Correspondence on the 
subject, of which Bishop Carman is the chairman. 

The General Conference of the Methodist Church of Canada 
also considered the suggestion favorably, and appointed a Stand- 
ing Committee of Eleven, with the President and Secretary of 
the Conference, “to confer or correspond with other branches of 
the great Methodist family as to the advisability of such a coun- 
cil, and, if found expedient, to make arrangements for the same.” 

The address of your Committee was formally presented to the 
British Wesleyan Conference at its session in Bradford, England, 
July 31, 1878, by Rev. Dr. E. O. Haven, one of our Fraternal 
Delegates to that body. When the address had been read, Dr. 
Haven, in substance, said that this subject had been intrusted 
to him, and that he was anxious that it should be fairly under- 
stood. Two great Churches had spoken definitely on this sub- 
ject—the Methodist Episcopal Church, and the Methodist Epis- 
copal Church, South. Their action was unanimous. He could 
not improve the statement of reasons presented in the paper just 
read, but he wished the Conference to dbserve that the American 
Churches recommend an Ecumenical Conference, not with any 
reference to a proposed fusion, nor with any reference to ecclesi- 
astical authority. Nor was their object mutual admiration. But 
they wished that the representatives of all the Methodist bodies 
in the world should come together and devise means, through 
our common Methodism, the more to glorify God. He therefore 
respectfully asked this mother Conference to appoint a commit- 
tee to consider the subject, and bring it to a successful result. 

An English correspondent of the New York Christian Advo- 
cate says: “ Dr. EK. O. Haven formally presented the proposal to 
the British Conference, and Bishop Bowman urged it in the per- 
oration of his eloquent address. He took the vast congregation 
captive as he pictured the coming event. We saw good men 
coming from almost every land under the sun toward this little 
island of the sea. We saw them from Japan and China, 
from India and Africa, from South America and Mexico, from 
Canada and the United States, from Newfoundland and Nova 
Scotia, and from the distant islands, coming to the grand jubilee; 
and every heart beat in sympathy with the good Bishop as he 
uttered his closing words: ‘ And when they do come, I shall want 
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to be there; and if I am there, I shall move that all gather round 
the tomb of our sainted Wesley, and sing, as Methodist people 
can sing, ‘ Praise God, from whom all blessings flow.’ ” 

The Conference appointed a large, strong, and influential Com- 
mittee to consider the subject, and to report at the next session. 
In the Journal of the Conference for 1879, at page 192, the fol- 
lowing entry is made: “The Conference, having received the 
report of the Committee appointed in 1878 to consider the pro- 
posal submitted by a Committee of the General Conference of 
the Methodist Episcopal Church for the holding of an Ecumen- 
ical Conference, reappoints the committee, with power to add to 
their number such ministers and laymen as they may think nec- 
essary for completing the arrangements for the proposed Confer- 
ence, to report in July, 1880.” The considerate action of the 
British Wesleyan Conference in reference to an Ecumenical 
Council has greatly advanced the movement in every part of our 
world-wide Methodism. 

Favorable steps in respect to holding an Ecumenical Confer- 
ence of Methodism have also been taken by the representative 
bodies of the American Wesleyan Church and the Evangelical 
Association in the United States. 

The United Brethren Church declined to co-operate with us, 
not from any lack of fraternal feeling, and not because of indif- 
ference to a movement so grand and catholic, but for the reason 
that it does not consider itself distinctively a Methodistic body. 
We are still hopeful, however, that the authorities of this Church 
—a Church which is substantially, though not nominally, Method- 
istic—will see their way clear to unite with us in this great move- 
ment. 

The Free Methodist Church will be represented in our consul- 
tations by its superintendent, Rev. B. T. Roberts. 

The African Methodist Episcopal Church, by the act of its 
Bishops, has, in accordance with our invitation, designated a 
Commission which will represent that body in all future deliber- 
ations on this subject. 

The Methodist Episcopal Zion Church and the Colored Meth- 
odist Episcopal Church of America have been addressed, but no 
communications have been received from them in return. 

Last November your Committee published a card in all the pa- 
pers of the Methodist Episcopal Church, and requested its publi- 
cation in all the Methodist journals of the world, reciting in brief 
the above-named facts, and concluding as follows: 

“Tt seems now to be necessary that there should be a joint 
meeting of these Committees, or of their chairmen, or of some 
one or more persons authorized to act in their stead, to prepare a 
call for such Ecumenical Conference, determining the time and 
place of meeting, suggesting a basis of representation, and pro- 
viding for essential preliminary details. We would, therefore, 
respectfully propose that such joint meeting be held in the city 
of Cincinnati, May 6, 1880; and we express our earnest desire that 
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it may be attended, not only by the representatives of the several 
Methodist bodies which have taken action in favor of an Ecu- 
menical Conference, but also, as far as practicable, by authorized 
representatives of all other Methodist organizations in every part 
of the world. We would, furthermore, call on all Christians, and 
especially on all Methodists, to offer continually fervent prayers 
to Almighty God, that he may be pleased to further this godly 
design with his blessing, so that it may redound to his glory, and 
may result in a large increase of the spirituality, unity, and pros- 
perity of his Church, and the more speedy conversion of the 
world to our Lord Jesus Christ.” 

The conclusions reached by such joint Committee will be laid 
before the General Conference in a few days, together with such 
supplemental report from your Committee, as the occasion may 
seem to demand. 

In conclusion, we desire to express our conviction—a conviction 
which has deepened the more we have considered the subject— 
that the proposed Ecumenical Conference of Methodism is in per- 
fect harmony, not only with the declaration of Mr. Wesley, “I . 
desire to have a league, offensive and defensive, with every sol- 
dier of Christ,” but also with the sublime invocation of our di- 
vine Lord and Master, ‘‘That they all may be one; as thou, Fa- 
ther, art in me, and I in thee, that they also may be one in us: 
that the world may believe that thou hast sent me.” In the spir- 
itual and manifested unity of the Church is to be found the lat- 
ter-day demonstration that Jesus is the Messiah, the Sent of God, 
and the baptizer with the Holy Ghost. The great need of Chris- 
tianity is not an organic oneness, but a manifest catholicity of 
spirit aud a confederation of Churches for the great work of the. 
world’s evangelization. Is there any reason why Methodism— 
one in doctrine, spirit, and purpose, and very nearly one in usage 
and discipline—should not be conjoined in a holy league and cov- 
enant for the salvation of the world? Confederation, and not 
consolidation, is the object to be attained. Distinct bodies we may 
remain, reasonably and usefully distinct; but, assuredly, we may 
federatively unite against the powers of darkness. The aggres- 
sions of Popery and of infidelity, the virulent crusade against 
Christian education, the Sabbath-breaking, God-defying, man- 
despising monopolies, devoted simply and wholly to the work of 
accumulating riches, the necessity of economizing our resources, 
both at home and abroad, and the great advantage of moral in- 
fluence to be secured, are all powerful arguments in favor of a 
co-operative Methodism. We need to stand together against 
rationalism, ritualism, communism, paganism, intemperance, li- 
centiousness, and every vice; and for a consecrated Sabbath, a 
spiritual religion, a defense of personal liberty and rights of 
property—y/or revivals of religion, the overthrow of infidelity, the 
rescue of the heathen millions from darkness and death—/or 
Christian education, the sanctity of the household, and the con- 
version of the world, Surely the soldiers of Christ, who recog- 
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nize Mr. Wesley as, under God, their spiritual father, are ready 
for a “league, offensive and defensive,” for the righteousness of 
the Gospel, and against indifference, infidelity, and idolatry. No 
Methodist body, possibly, can afford to lose its autonomy—its 
distinctive name and mission—except it may be for greater effi- 
ciency and wider usefulness; but the four and a half millions of 
Methodists, in the United States, in Canada, in Great Britain, on 
the continent of Europe, in Asia, in Africa, in Australasia, in the 
islands of the sea, can covenant together, and stand together, and 
strive together, forgetful of race, color, and every other differ- 
ence, without friction or waste of resources, in home fields and in 
mission fields, in every kind of Christian work and warfare, for 
the speedy gathering of the world’s millions into the fold of the 
great Shepherd. We believe that an Ecumenical Council of 
Methodism will demonstrate the feasibility of such a result, and 
will be the beginning of its consummation. It will confound in- 
fidelity, silence gainsayers, encourage unity in other Christian 
Churches, strengthen the hands and hearts of missionaries, and 
inspire grander ideas of the Church’s mission in the earth. 

Methodism is more than continental; it is ecumenical. It has 
accomplished a great evangelisti¢ and missionary work in many 
lands. It has been, from the beginning, a revival and missionary 
movement, steadily aiming at the conversion of the world. Such 
a Church could not be kept within national limits. ‘To be itin- 
erant was a necessity of its spiritual life. Its restless, conquering 
ardor eould not be restrained. As a historic fact, Methodism has 
been an overflow. Its evangelists have gone every-where preach- 
ing the Gospel. Its banners have been unfurled from ocean to 
ocean, and almost from pole to pole. Its victories have been 
gained on land and sea, among all classes and conditions, and de- 
spite the most powerful obstacles which could be arrayed against 
a religious movement. Its ministers and members are of many 
colors, and speak many different languages. The Methodist 
Episcopal Church of the United States has Annual Conferences— 
entitled to send delegates to its supreme legislative body—in 
Europe, Africa, and Asia. The Wesleyan Methodist Church of 
England—the parent body—is present as a practical power, not 
only on the British Isles, but on the continent, in Africa, Asia, 
Australia, and in many islands of the ocean. Methodism, there- 
fore, is rightfully ecumenical, and is entitled to hold a General 
Council. ; Bre 

The proposed Conference will possess no ecclesiastical author- 
ity, and can impose no dogma on the Church; but its influence 
will undoubtedly be powerful to promote a closer alliance, a 
warmer fraternity, and a fuller co-operation among the various 
Methodist organizations for the advancement and triumph of the 
Redeemer’s kingdom. It might secure for the one world-wide 
Methodism a common psalmody and a uniform order of worship. 
It might possibly devise some way to prevent the waste of wealth 
and energy which comes from two or more Methodist bodies oc- 
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cupying the same mission field. It would, almost certainly, be 
such an exhibition of Christian unity, such a manifestation of 
brotherly love, and such a demonstration of devotion to the wel- 
fare of the race, as would rebuke worldliness, command the con- 
sideration of bigots and skeptics, and prove a blessing to man: 
kind. “Through all the differences and contests of the modern 
world,” says Guizot, “a deep and dominant unity lies in its moral 
life, as in its destinies—let us call it,” he adds, ‘ Christianity.” 
The more signally and powerfully this deep spiritual unity is 
demonstrated to the world, the more speedily will the Gospel tri- 
umph in all lands. 

“Tf it was the design of the Head of the Church,” says Pro- 
fessor Wm. G. Blaikee, D.D., LL.D., in the “ British and For- 
eign Evangelical Review ” for April 5, 1875, “that within a def- 
inite territory or a particular Church the members should have a 
close relation to each other, it could not have been his intention 
that the several organizations, spread over the world, should be 
quite apart. Here, then, is the great deficiency of Presbyterian- 
ism. It has wanted the ecumenical bond. It presents the aspect 
of mere independent fragments. It has not even the appearance 
of visible or formal unity, and the want is all the more striking 
because it has so much, both of substantial unity as a whole, and 
of visible unity in the separate parts.” 

Is not this non-alliance of organizations, to remedy which Pres- 
byterianism devised its Pan-Council, “the great deficiency ” of 
Methodism also? Does it not present to the world the aspect of 
more than a score of independent fragments? Has it, as a whole, 
even the appearance of a visible or formal unity ? And yet in the 
separate parts the unity is manifest, and the life is common through- 
out the stupendous whole. The way, therefore, to a visible unity is 
plain, and the beneficent results of easy realization, An Ecumen- 
ical Conference, while not imperiling the autonomy of any soci- 
ety, would, in our judgment, produce a salutary visible unity; 
would bring the stimulation and strength of a great, growing 
body to each of the several parts; would secure a wiser and less 
wasteful expenditure of the resources and energies of the Church; 
would make the practical experience of each body the property 
of all; would demonstrate the adaptation of Methodism to every 
demand of Christ’s cause in every part of the earth; would com- 
bine the strength and influence of all Wesleyan organizations 
against the giant sins and wrongs of the age; and would impart 
new impulses of spiritual life to Christendom and the world. 

Marrurw Simpson, Jesse T. Prcx, 
Aveustus C, Grorcz, James Pike, 
Park 8. Donerson, Isaac N. Barrp, 
J. W. Marsuatt, Francis H. Roor. 


1880.] Ecumenical Council. 427 


3.—vournal, page 91. 
REPORT OF JOINT COMMITTEE. 
CALL FOR A COUNCIL. 


Tue undersigned, in the name and by the authority of the differ- 
ent Methodist bodies with which we are connected, and which we 
have been appointed to represent, recommend the holding of an 
Ecumenical Conference of Methodism, in City Road Chapel, Lon- 
don, the middle of August, 1881, or as near thereto as our English 
brethren can arrange; nevertheless, if it should be found imprac- 
ticable to hold said Conference at the time indicated, the General 
Executive Committee may determine the date. 

In respect to such Ecumenical Conference, we make the follow- 
ing statements and suggestions: 

1. The Conference is not for legislative purposes, for it will have 
no authority to legislate. It is not for doctrinal controversies, for 
Methodism has no doctrinal differences. It is not for an attempt 
to harmonize the various polities and usages of the several branches 
of the one great Methodist family, for Methodism has always 
striven for unity, rather than uniformity. It is not, in a word, 
for consolidation, but for co-operation. It is to devise such means 
for prosecuting our home and foreign work as will result in the 
greatest economy and efficiency, to promote fraternity, to increase 
the moral and evangelical power of a common Methodism, and to 
secure the more speedy conversion of the world. 

2. A Methodist Ecumenical Conference might properly consider 
such topics as these: 

The duty of Methodism in respect to Popery, paganism, pau- 
perism, skepticism, intemperance, and kindred vices; the relation 
of Methodism to education; the means of evangelization, such as 
an itinerant ministry, training schools for Christian workers, both 
at home and abroad, Sunday-schools, and special efforts for spe- 
cial classes; Methodism as a missionary movement, the relation of 
the home to the foreign work, and the best mode of avoiding waste 
and rivalries, and of securing instead thereof sympathy and co- 
operation between different Methodist bodies occupying the same 
or contiguous mission fields; the use of the press for the increase 
of Christian knowledge and sanctifying power; the resources of 
Methodism, in numbers, wealth, culture, spiritual life, and revival 
agencies, and the corresponding responsibility; the spiritual unity 
of Methodism, and the best way to secure its maintenance and in- 
crease, and to manifest it to the world; and other kindred topics. 

3. The Ecumenical Conference shall be composed of four hun- 
dred members, of which two hundred are assigned to British and 
Continental Methodism, and to their affiliated conferences and 
mission fields, and two hundred to the Conferences and Churches 
in the United States and Canada, and in their foreign work. The. 
Conference shall be composed, as nearly as possible, of an equal 
number of clerical and lay delegates. The delegates from British 
and Continental Methodism shall be distributed among the vari- 
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ous Methodist bodies of that section, as the British Methodists, 
on consultation and correspondence, may agree. The delegates 
assigned to the Churches in the United States and Canada shall 
be distributed as follows: the Methodist Episcopal Church, 
eighty; the Methodist Episcopal Church, South, thirty-eight; the 
African Methodist Episcopal Church, twelve; the Methodist Epis- 
copal Zion Church, ten; the Colored Methodist Episcopal Church 
of America, six; the Evangelical Association, six; the Union 
American Methodist Episcopal Church, two; the Union American 
Protestant Church, two; the Methodist Protestant Church, six; 
the American Wesleyan Church, four; the Free Methodist Church, 
two; the Independent Methodist Church, two; the Congrega- 
tional Methodist Church, two; the Methodist Church of Canada, 
twelve; the Methodist Episcopal Church of Canada, four; the 
Primitive Methodist Church in the United States and Canada, 
two; the Bible Christian Church, two; and the British Methodist 
Episcopal Church, two. The remaining six members are left to 
be distributed by the Western section of the General Executive 
Committee. 

4, There shall be a General Executive Committee, consisting of 
one clerical and one lay member from each Methodist body, to be ap- 
pointed by the General Conference, the Board of Bishops, the Con- 
ference president, or by any other available authority which can act 
during the year 1880, or as soon thereafter as may be practicable. 

The General Executive Committee shall be divided into two 
sections, which may meet separately. The Eastern section shall 
include British and Continental Methodism and its affiliated Con- 
ferences, and the Western section shall include the Methodism of 
the United States and Canada, and of its mission fields. The pres- 
ident of the British Wesleyan Conference shall be an additional 
member of the Committee, and shall be chairman of the Eastern 
section, and is specially charged with the duty of opening the 
proceedings, and of effecting the organization of the Ecumenical 
Conference. Rev. Bishop M. Simpson shall be an additional 
member of the Committee, and shall be chairman of the Western 
section. Rev. Bishop H. N. M’Tyeire shall also be an additional 
member of the Committee, and shall be vice-chairman of the 
Western section. In case the two sections meet together, the 
chairmen may preside alternately. 

When three Methodist bodies beyond the borders of the United 
States and of Canada shall have chosen members of the General 
Executive Committee, the Eastern section may be organized; and 
when five Methodist bodies in the United States and Canada shall 
have chosen members of the General Executive Committee, the 
Western section may be organized. It shall require a majority 
of both sections to make any general action valid; but each sec- 
tion may act independently on all local matters. 

The General Executive Committee shall prepare and publish a 
scheme of business, or programme of exercises, for said Ecumen- 
ical Conference, and shall make all other necessary arrangements, 
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5. The several Methodist bodies are requested to arrange dur- 
ing the present calendar year for the appointment of delegates to 
the proposed Ecumenical Conference, on the basis previously 
stated, and by the highest available authority. 

6. Each Methodist body shall provide, as it may see fit, for the 
traveling expenses of its representatives in the General Executive 
Committee, and of its delegates to the Ecumenical Conference. 

In conclusion, we desire to express our devout thanksgiving to 
the God and Father of all our mercies for the favor which he has 
been pleased thus far to show to this truly catholic movement, 
and especially for the spirit of forbearance, charity, and brother- 
ly love which has prevailed in all our counsels. We fervently 
pray that the blessing of Almighty God may rest upon our work 
and upon his people, and eminently upon every branch of the 
great Methodist family; and that this proposed Methodist Ecu- 
menical Conference may be brought to a glorious consummation, 
and may be made fruitful of blessings to all mankind. 

Witiiam ARTHUR, F. W. Macpnonatp, 
British Wesleyan Conference. 

Wauitace M’Motyen, 
Irish Methodist Conference. 
S. D. Ricz, E. H. Dewart, E. B. Rycxman, 
Methodist Church of Canada. 
BiwweE.i Lang, Isaac B. Ayitsworrn, 
S. G. STone, 

Methodist Episcopal Church, Canada. 


M. Srmprson, ‘James Pixs, 
Jesse T. PrEcK, I. N. Barrp, 
Aveustus C. Grorcx, J. W. Marsuatt, 
P. S. DoneExson, Francis H. Root, 


Methodist Episcopal Church in the United States. 
Davin 8S. Dogertt, A. G. Haycoopn, 
H. No WT yvrmer, C. W. MitiEr, 
J. B. WF erry, EK. R. Heyprix, 
J. H. Cariszx, 
Methodist Episcopal Church, South. 
B. F. Lz, R. A. Jonnson, 
J. J. Mircnxtt, 
African Methodist Episcopal Church. 
E. J. Drinxuousr, Wm. J. C. Durany, 
Methodist Protestant Church. 
B. T. Rozerts, 
Tree Methodist Church. 


N. WaRpDNER, E. G. Paine, 
American Wesleyan Church. 


Cuaries M. Girrin, Cuaries J. Baur, 
Independent Methodist Church. 


Done in the City of Crvcrnnami, May 10, 1880. 
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PASTORAL ADDRESS OF THE GENERAL CONFERENCE OF 1880 
TO THE MINISTERS AND MEMBERS OF THE METHODIST 
EPISCOPAL CHURCH. 


Dearty Brtovep: Grace, mercy, and peace be with you always, 
from God, the Father, and the Lord Jesus Christ, our’ Saviour, 
who gave himself for us, that he might redeem us from all in- 
iquity, and purify unto himself a peculiar people, zealous of good 
works. 

The continued prosperity enjoyed by our Church calls for a re- 
newed expression of gratitude to God, a greater zeal in his serv- 
ice, and a holier life. 

At this eighteenth delegated General Conference there are 
representatives present from ninety-five Annual Conferences, in- 
cluding native converts from Europe, Asia, and Africa, as well 
as of our own country. And we may all heartily unite with our 
chief pastors in the apostolic exultation, “Now thanks be unto 
God, who always causeth us to triumph in Christ, and maketh 
manifest the savor of his knowledge in every place.” 

We do well to rejoice in view of our extended territory, in- 
creased numerical strength, accumulated wealth, and enlarged. 
benevolence; but these bring to our Church great opportunities, 
multiplied obligations, and a measure of responsibility which 
may involve terrible condemnation if we are not faithful to our 
high commission. Therefore, let us rejoice with trembling. 

A communion of seventeen hundred thousand souls, owning 
seventeen thousand houses of worship, worth seventy millions of 
dollars, and representing many hundreds of millions of personal 
wealth, should be a power with men almost infinite. And such 
our people must be, if honest and upright in business, deeply and 
humbly pious in their devotions, and, moreover, baptized with 
the Holy Ghost and with fire. 

The demand of the hour, the New Testament standard of charae- 
ter, can only be realized through that Church in which the disciple 
is as the Master, having the same mind, being richly imbued with 
his word, and absorbed in his work, who said, “ My meat is to do 
the will of Him that sent me, and to finish his work.” And then 
shall be fully realized the wonderful declaration of Jesus, “The 
works that [ do shall he do also, and greater works than these 
shall he do.” 

The possibility and the realization, however, are far from being 
equal. From the address of our Bishops we learn that the whole 
number of persons received into the Church during the past quad- 
rennium is less than two hundred thousand, a gain of less than 
four per cent. per annum upon a communion of one and a half 
million of members. How great is the contrast between this re- 
sult and the “thirty, sixty, and an hundred fold” spoken of_in 
the parable of the kingdom of heaven. ; 
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Thousands of co-laborers with us are toiling constantly to cult- 
ivate _Immanuel’s land. If miracles of power are not always wit- 
nessed, wonderful works are in many places. Faithful women 
not a few are achieving, instrumentally, great things toward the 
redemption of man. Through their agency, in union with the 
pastors, and also by special efforts as preachers of righteousness, 
God is moving through the Churches with great awakening and 
converting power. The missionary cause, too, has received a 
powerful impetus at the hands of the women of our Church, be- 
fore whose path new doors are opening into wider fields of whit- 
ening harvest, and a richer fruitage of success is gathered year 
by year. And the temperance cause as well has begun a new era 
of great promise, in which are employed the eloquent voices, and 

“pens, and personal efforts of pious Christian women, among whom 
some of our own elect ladies are distinguished as active and effi- 
cient co-workers. 

With great satisfaction we remind you that our schools of 
learning continue to be divinely recognized by the presence and 
power of the Holy Spirit. Gracious revivals have been developed 
within their halls, under the guidance of our devoted Christian 
educators. God has opened the hearts of some of our good and 
‘wise men, whose generous gifts have flowed into the treasuries of 
a few of our colleges. We hope that many others will emulate 
their example, and that there shall be secured speedily a liberal 
endowment of our institutions of every grade in this country and 
in other lands. We commend to you, earnestly, daily prayer for 
colleges and seminaries. Ask God for their highest prosperity— 
that learning and godliness may every-where be combined, and 
that all our institutions may take rank among the chief instru- 
mentalities for evangelizing the world. 

A few only of many personal duties can have even brief men- 
tion made in this address. Daily Bible readings, at the family 
altar and in closet worship, should be a universal habit. For lack 
of it very little is known of many of God’s most precious truths. 
“My people perish for lack of knowledge.” ‘The protection and 
profit and pleasure of having the memory stored therewith can 
not be over-estimated. “QO, how I love thy law; it is my med- 
itation day and night,” should express the sentiment and practice 
of every child of God. 

“That men ought always to pray and not to faint,” are the 
words of Jesus. Do not restrain prayer before God, nor neglect 
the Saviour’s special admonition: “ Enter into thy closet,” and 
“pray to thy Father which is in secret.” In the home of Bishop 
Janes there was a chair at which the Bishop kneeled from one to 
two hours nightly in private prayer. Doth our “Father which 
seeth in secret,” or his angels who minister unto us, know where 
that chair is in our home? Alas! alas! Too many homes have 
no family altar; and the closet door, we fear, is not opened and 
shut so frequently and faithfully as the door of the counting- 
room or work-shop, among our people. Be instant in prayer. 
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Instant prayer brings instant relief. Prayer opens heaven and 
lets down glory like a flood upon the consecrated place and hour. 
Sweet hour of prayer! 

The decay of spiritual life begins where constant prayer ceases, 
and the promise of the life that now is becomes the absorbing 
pursuit. Eschew worldliness. Keep the lines distinct between 
the narrow path of self-denial for Christ’s sake and the broad 
way of conformity to the world, remembering the dread alterna- 
tive, “If any man love the world, the love of the Father is not in 
him.” In this direction those who are pastors of the flock should 
be examples by abstaining from secular pursuits, and especially 
from office-seeking, and by “giving themselves continually to 
prayer and to the ministry of the word.” 

As American citizens we do right to indicate our choice of just 
men to rule over us, and to exercise the right of suffrage faith- 
_ fully, and also to vindicate and maintain the equal political rights 
of our native, our adopted, and enfranchised citizens. All this 
may be performed as religiously as the duty of prayer, with an 
eye to the glory of God, the maintenance of good order in soci- 
ety, and the elevation of man. 

Parental oversight of the literature of childhood and youth is 
of equal importance with jealous watchfulness over the compan- - 
ions allowed to them. We fear that thousands of parents know 
very little of the reading of their children, and they allow, ‘un- 
challenged, loose, and even licentious, literature the freedom of 
their homes, which poisons the thought, perverts the imagination, 
and depraves the heart and lives of the children of the Church. 
We should know what they read by providing freely the choicest 
publications at our command. Money expended thus is money 
saved, with purity retained and integrity added. Our own pub- 
lishing houses will amply supply this demand. The duty as- 
signed to our pastors, superintendents, and Sabbath-school com- 
mittees, to decide what books shall be used in our schools, if 
faithfully performed, would protect our libraries, and yet we fear 
that a neglect of this supervision has admitted improper reading 
thereto in some instances. Special attention is asked to this im- 
portant regulation, and also to the manifest advantage of using 
the Hymnal in our Sunday-school, to promote a more intelligent 
spirit of devotion among the children. 

The missionary zeal of the Church needs greater quickening. 
Feeble Churches at home; heathen people abroad, and in our own 
land as well; enfranchised millions, and other impoverished, 
struggling communities in the South; with the numerous rapidly 
growing towns on the lines of Western emigration, call in vain 
for help, because our missionary funds are so limited. If all our 
people were contributors, and the complete missionary system of 
the Church was carried out every-where, we would secure annu- 
ally double our present revenue. 

Lack of uniformity in the financial plan of our Churches em- 
barrasses ministerial support and our benevolent enterprises gen- 
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erally. Novel plans for raising money are unprofitable. Direct 
contribution alone has the sanction of divine appointment. The 
regulations of the Discipline, if diligently observed, would pro- 
duce the largest and most permanent results. Our pastors, then, 
would find their way prepared from year to year, and not be em- 
barrassed, as many of them now are, by finding in new charges 
novel changes in the mode of raising money. An itinerant pas- 
torate requires uniformity of system in order to the highest finan- 
cial efficiency. 

Dependence on extra help at religious meetings, in many places, 
we fear, is becoming a hinderance to the permanent results of our 
revivals. Personal effort on the part of a quickened membership, 
prompted by the faithful pastor’s appeals, with full reliance on 
the word of truth, and on the Spirit’s presence and power, always 
secures the most abiding results. Other than home agencies are 
not condemned, but these are paramount, and to be preferred, as 
our Church records show from year to year. 

A want of reverence in the house of God is increasing in some 
places, which should be promptly yet kindly corrected. We re- 
fer to lateness of attendance, lingering about the door until after 
service begins, pre-occupancy of mind with secular conversation 
up to the time of entrance, leaving before service closes, busily 
adjusting hats and coats, and even talking, while the doxology is 
being sung. Whether the un-Methodistic habit of standing while 
leading in public prayer helps to promote reverence or otherwise 
we submit for consideration. 

Our camp-meetings are less helpful to the spiritual life of the 

Church than they should be. Especially is this true when they 
are made a source of revenue mainly, or where entertainment 
rather than salvation is the chief end, or where luxurious ease and 
popular amusement are more largely patronized than prayer- 
meetings are. Serious hinderances to the cause of Christ are oft- 
ener suffered over a large extent of territory near camp-meetings 
by the desertion of houses of worship, the suspension of public 
service, and a general demoralization of the community, and by 
the desecration of the Sabbath day in public travel. This is a 
crying evil that demands correction. 
_ We question seriously the propriety of permanent union efforts 
where the distinctive methods of the Church are yielded to con- 
ciliate the prejudices of good men of other denominations. We 
lose more than the Master gains, while others gain all we lose. 
We should not be bigots, yet we do well always to remember we 
are Methodist Christians. 

And we are constrained to condemn, as a real grievance to all 
good people, many meetings held in the name of Christianity and 
temperance, which are controlled by inexperienced and, in some 
cases, by irreligious men. They often supersede religious wor- 
ship, lower the standard of piety, and encourage neglect of the 
house of God on the Sabbath. Christian temperance meetings 
should be held by all our pastors, with the aid of their people 
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and other co-workers. Let the Church lead in every good word 
and work. : 

“Finally, whatsoever things are true, whatsoever things are hon- 
est, whatsoever things are just, whatsoever things are pure, what- 
soever things are lovely, whatsoever things are of good report, if 
there be any virtue, if there be any praise, think on these 
things.” 
Lucius C. Matiack, Daniet C. KNow Les, 
James B, Favrxs, Cuares O. FIsHER, 
Wixriiam Streruens, Isaac F. Kine, 
Tuomas N. Bortz, Davin CopreLann, 
Lupwic NipPERt, James 8. Smarr, 
Lewis HarrsovucH, Pure M. Starr, 

James M. THosurn. 


METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH, SOUTH. 


5.—Journal, page 93, 


REPORT OF FRATERNAL DELEGATES TO THE GENERAL 
CONFERENCE OF THE METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH, 
SOUTH. 


Tue Fraternal Delegates appointed by the Bishops of the Meth- 
odist Episcopal Church, in pursuance of the action of the General 
Conference of 1876, to bear the fraternal greetings of the Meth- 
odist Episcopal Church to the General Conference of the Meth- 
odist Episcopal Church, South, respectfully present the following 


See 

e reached Atlanta, Georgia, where our pleasant duty was to 
be discharged, on Tuesday A. M., May 14, 1878. As soon as we 
entered the General Conference room we were greeted with 
the utmost cordiality by the Committee on Introductions, the 
Bishops, and many of the most prominent members of the Con- 
ference. 

_ Thursday A. M., May 16, was fixed for our reception. At the 
time appointed we were escorted to the platform by Governor 
Colquitt, of Georgia, the Chairman of the Committee on Intro- 
ductions, and by him presented to the venerable senior Bishop, 
Paine, who introduced us to his colleagues severally. 

. After our addresses to the Conference the patriarch of South- 
ern Methodism, Rey. Dr. Lovick Pierce, then in his ninety-fifth 
year, responded briefly, beginning thus: 

_ “ Beloved brethren, I rise to thank you for your kind expres- 
sion in regard to myself, and I request you to return to my 
brethren in the North this communication: When they can out- 
love me I want them to send me word;” and closing with these 
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words: “I am glad that fraternity has come to pass in all its 
beauty, and in all its perfection, and in all its sacredness.” 

In further response to our addresses, Bishop Paine, with great 
tenderness and fervor, gave utterance to these, among other most 
fraternal words: 

“Tt is the earnest hope of him who addresses you, and of my 
honored colleagues, and the whole body who appear before you, 
that fraternity may become more genial, more effective, and that 
our hearts and souls may be knit together more closely in the 
love of our common Methodism, under the influences of the 
Holy Spirit.” 

The Journal of the Conference says: “The whole scene was 
morally sublime, and at its close the Conference spontaneously 
rose and sung the doxology, 


Praise God, from whom all blessings flow, etc., 


and, without formal vote, adjourned with the benediction by the 
Bishop.” 

We remained in Atlanta about a week, and were entertained 
with such cordiality as left nothing to be devised or thought of 
in emphasizing the welcome and greeting which our beloved 
Church received in our persons. 

Your Fraternal Delegates could not but feel that such a recep- 
tion was, under the circumstances, a very significant fact. The 
action of the Commission which met at Cape May to establish 
formal fraternity had been hailed with a general outburst of 
joy by both branches of Episcopal Methodism in this country. 
That action had been taken with a fuli understanding that our 
Church had gone South to stay, and to carry forward with all 
our might, among people of all colors and races, the great work 
which God had committed to our hands in that region of our 
common country. With this conviction both your Fraternal 
Delegates profoundly sympathize. Inclination as well as duty 
led us, therefore, studiously to avoid, both in public and in 
private, every word which could by any possibility be construed 
as giving an “ uncertain sound” as to this matter, and we agreed 
beforehand in saying to the Conference, as we did say, “If our 
Christian charity is too narrow to extend beyond State lines, and 
is cramped within sectional boundaries, then would we all better 
look into the genuineness of our conversion.” 

When we took our leave we felt warranted in giving the Con- 
ference this assurance: “The cordiality of the welcome which 
the General Conference of the Methodist Episcopal Church will 
extend to your Fraternal Messengers to us in 1880 will emulate, 
thoagh it cannot surpass, your example, and will make Cincin- 
nati as bright a spot in their memory as Atlanta must ever be in 
ours.” 

Respectfully submitted, Crrus D. Foss, 
Witt CumBack. 
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ADDRESS OF REY. ATTICUS G. HAYGOOD, D.D., FRATERNAL 
DELEGATE FROM THE METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH, 
SOUTH. 


Mr. Presipent, Faruers, anp Bretruren: I count it a great 
privilege to share, with my honored colleague, Dr. Carlisle, of 
South Carolina, the duty of conveying to the great Church which 
you represent the Christian salutations of your brethren of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church, South. 

An oceasion like this brings together so many representatives 
from our Methodist families, planted by the good hand of God in 
many lands, that we must now say in minutes what might not all be 
said inhours. Would that words, few or many, could tell you how 
sincerely the Church which we represent wishes you prosperity in 
all good things! For you we can repeat the prayer of St. John 
for his friend Gaius: “ Behold I wish above all things that thou 
mayest prosper and be in health, even as thy soul prospereth.” 

Twice have the representatives of our Church, met in General 
Conference, received the messages you sent by your Fraternal 
Delegations. Their hearts burned within them while they list- 
ened to the wise and gracious words of your messengers. Once 
your Church, in its representatives, has received the fraternal 
greetings of Southern Methodism. Four years ago your General 
Conference, at its session in Baltimore, in the centennial year of 
the independence of our common country, received with generous 
warmth two of our most honored brethen, and heard read the 
fatherly and affectionate letter of the venerable chairman of our 
delegation, the Rev. Dr. Lovick Pierce, a wise and saintly man, 
who held in his heart the memories of three generations of Meth- 
odists. He lived through the “heroic days” of Methodism; he 
lived through the period of its more perfect ecclesiastical organ- 
ization; he lived to see Methodism established on every continent 
and every chief island of the sea. Last November he died, full 
of faith, of years, and of honors, saying of himself in one of his 
last messages to the Church: “I am just outside the gate of 
heaven.” 

May I now say—for it was my privilege and honor to have 
been much with him from my boyhood, and often with him dur- 
ing the last year he lingered among us—that the fact of frater- 
nity, with all that Christian word signifies, helped to make his 
declining years very happy; that your response to his fatherly 
letter in 1876 cheered and gladdened him as perhaps no event 
had done for fifty years? He died full of hope and prophecies 
of the greater things yet to be accomplished through the instru- 
mentality of our two-one Methodism—may I not say of our one 
Methodism round the world ? 


Another one of our messengers to your Conference in 1876, 
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the much-loved and eloquent Dr. James A. Duncan, has, in 
his prime and strength, fallen on sleep since he spoke to 
you in Baltimore. The venerable and scholarly Christian lay- 
man, Chancellor Garland, is still spared to us. There was an- 
other very dear to us, the Rev. Dr. E. H. Myers, who bore an 
important part in the deliberations at Cape May, who, in Sep- 
tember, 1876, fell at his post in the city of Savannah, saying to a 
friend just before the yellow fever stilled his eloquent and truth- 
ful tongue, ‘‘I am ready, and have been ready a long time.” 

I have mentioned these names, brethren, that I might say to 
you at this time, their words were the words of our Church. To 
all their fraternal and Christian utterances our people said, 
« Amen.” 

I am deeply conscious, brethren, that it is not in the power of 
any words of mine to express to you in a worthy manner the 
Christian sentiments that such an occasion as this inspires. But 
fraternity is an affair of the heart, and never yet did the heart 
satisfy itself with words. 

Let me say, however, that your brethren of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church, South, are not unmindful of your history. 
They have knowledge of your great achievements in the good 
cause of Christ. And they share in the blessings and joys of 
your success. For this cause is one not only in spirit, but in all 
true interests, however diversified may be its manifestations. 
What is true of the universal Church is especially true of Meth- 
odism to Methodists; the whole is interested in each of the parts, 
as the least member is interested in the health and peace and 
prosperity of the whole body. When we hear that God has 
blessed the work of our fellow-laborers of other denominations, 
whether at home or abroad, whether in the great cities of our 
own country or in the most remote and obscure of mission sta- 
tions in heathen lands, we rejoice with them. For we are all 
truly one in Christ Jesus, and none can be blest of him and any 
—the very least of the tribes of Israel—be unblest. But we are 
not lacking in true catholicity of feeling when we say that Meth- 
odists every-where have especial delight in the good done by the 
hand of Methodists anywhere. 

Therefore when we hear of the prosperity of your Church we 
are glad, and anew thank God for the man called John Wesley, 
and tor “the people called Methodists.” 

We have been profoundly interested, not only in your general 
prosperity, but in special manifestations of your Christian zeal 
and enterprise—I believe I will say also of your Christian 
courage. ; 

It would not become me to set in order before you the statis- 
tics of your Christian work. But I may mention with propriety 
some things that have impressed your brethren of our Church, 
They have observed, with interest and pleasure, the great suc- 
cess of your publishing enterprises. Your success in this direc- 
tion has not excited our envy, but it has provoked our zeal in 
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the good work of seeking to furnish our people with Christian 
literature. We have observed with much satisfaction how wisely 
and vigorously you have taken hold of the great and delicate 
problem of Christian education. Here, too, your example will 
do us good. Your Church extension schemes have excited deep 
interest among us, and started many questions as to what we 
can do in this line of things. Your great work through the 
agency of the Freedmen’s Aid Society we recognize and ap- 
preciate. 

But, Mr. President, if I am not much mistaken, your enlight- 
ened zeal and your far-reaching enterprise in the work of foreign 
missions have excited among us the deepest interest. Methodism 
is, indeed, a grand missionary system. Its founder was a mis- 
sionary. Far more for us of to-day, counting our hosts by mill- 
ions, than for our revered founder himself, are the truth and 
inspiration that belong to his motto: “The world is my parish.” 
Your Church seems about to try very boldly the experiment of 
realizing the prophecy that was in the words of Mr. Wesley. 

But I am sure, my brethren, that the world, small as the scien- 
tific people say it is, is still a very large world, and that there is 
not only room enough but work enough for all the many branches 
of our Methodist family. Your Southern brethren are not afraid 
that you will do all the work there is to be done, leaving them 
only to sit down and weep that they have not an obscure proy- 
ince to conquer for Christ. For, Mr. President, the evangeliza- 
tion of the world is a very large affair. Hardly any body knows 
what a million is, and yet we are told that there are more than 
twelve hundred millions of people that live upon this earth, 
The majority of them know not Christ. I am told that there 
are still portions of our globe, as in some of the interior proy- 
inces of China, where there are not two preachers to each million 
of people; that there are others, as in the interior of Africa, 
where there are millions of human beings who have never so 
much as heard whether there be a Christ or a Holy Ghost. 
Upon the work of the world’s evangelization the Church is just 
entering. It has not been long, measuring time by the lifetime 
of nations and of Churches, since William Carey proposed at 
Northampton to discuss the question: ‘“‘ Whether it is not the 
duty of the Church to attempt the conversion of the heathen ?” 
We have gotten beyond that question, Mr. President. We may 
now discuss the question: “ Whether a Church that does not 
attempt the conversion of the heathen can continue to exist ?” 
It has not been very long since we began to think seriously of 
our duty to the heathen. Not yet have we entered upon the 
vast work of converting them. ‘he missionary fire burns high 
in some hearts in all the Churches that are in the succession of 
Christ and of the apostles, but the divine impulse has not yet 
moved the great mass of Christian people. When it does, in- 
stead of going by ones and twos, they will march by regiments 
upon the heathen world. 


yy 


1880.] Address of Rev. Atticus G. Haygood, DD. | TABS 


I have spoken in terms of sincere admiration of the zeal of 
your Church in the work of foreign missions. Mr. President, I 
will add this word: Numbering nearly two millions, with your 
great wealth, with your facilities, with your opportunities, you 
ought to do great things for the heathen; you ought to lead the 
world in this, the grandest work of any age, the work of giving 
the Gospel of the Son of God to those that sit in darkness and in 
the shadow of death. I cannot doubt that many of you feel pro- 
foundly the responsibility of this great duty, the duty of preach- 
ing “Jesus and the resurrection” to the many millions that are 
waiting and watching for our coming in China, in Japan, in 
India, in that marvelous and mysterious Africa that God is so 
strangely opening up to the faith and love of his children, and in 
all lands that know not the Lord. 

But I must tell you something of the state and work of the 
Church which we have the honor to represent to this General 
Conference. We also have reason to “thank God and take 
courage.” 

Mr. President, your brethren of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church, South, are Methodists in deed and in truth. Whatever 
is peculiar to Methodist doctrine we preach with all the ability 
that God gives us. Notwithstanding the wide swing of a recent 
indictment of the entire Southern pulpit, evolved from the con- 
sciousness of a distinguished and eloquent Chicago lecturer, you 
will permit me to say, the Gospel, the old-fashioned Gospel, is 
still “the power of God unto salvation,” as it is preached 
throughout the length and breadth of our Southern land. What- 
ever 1s peculiar in the modes, manifestations, or degrees of Meth- 
odist religious experience, is realized and exemplified among our 
people. 

The power and spirit of a true Methodist itinerancy are in our 
preachers. . In every city, town, and village, in every county and 
parish of our States of which I have any knowledge, our itin- 
erants, nobly aided by our local preachers, proclaim a full and 
free salvation. On the mountains, in the wire grass, on the 
Atlantic coasts, across the continent to the Golden State, in our 
largest cities, and in our sparsest settlements, in the Indian Ter- 
ritory, and on the border of Mexico, our itinerants rejoice in 
their vocation of self-denial and gospel-proclamation for the sake 
of Christ and souls. 

Pardon me, Mr. President, for our seeming boasting. At 
family reunions we are always glad to hear of the prosperity of 
our brothers and of those we love. Jam sure you will be glad 
to hear how the Lord has dealt with us, and that you will rejoice 
with us that he has prospered the work of our hands. Magnify, 
my brethren, the grace of God in us. You are not alone in your 
growth in numbers and in grace. 

In 1866 we numbered, all told, 505,101, of whom 419,404 were 
white members; the Minutes for the year 1879 showed a total of 
830,126, all of whom are whites except 6,125. God has helped 
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us mightily, and we have nearly doubled our numbers in fourteen 
years. Last year our net increase was 31,264. 

In most of our Conferences the increase of our membership 
has been many times greater than the increase of our population. 
Even in Texas we have kept pace with the increase of popula- 
tion. In one of the Texas Conferences we last year received 
over 5,000 members. 

God’s blessing upon our labors manifests itself in many ways 
that will interest and encourage you as sharers of our toils and 
rewards. There is a manifest quickening of the zeal of our 
Church as to all those great enterprises to which all enlightened 
Churches are, in this day, committed. 

Our Sunday-school work is steadily growing, not only in the 
number of children and young people that attend the schools, but 
in thoroughness of instruction and in fullness of spiritual results. 
Our Church is also waking up to her duty in the work of sancti- 
fied learning. We are beginning to realize our educational func- 
tion. We are far behind you in the matter of college endow- 
ments, but even here we have begun to do something. We have 
fourteen male colleges, thirty-three female colleges, and nearly 
fifty district schools under the care and patronage of the Church. 
We have one thoroughly organized and equipped university, 
embracing all the departments. That it was built and endowed 
for the most part by the broad-minded liberality of a citizen of 
New York does not make us love you any the less. 

But far more important than these statistical statements is 
this: Every-where the masses of our people are awaking to the 
value, not of education only, but of education baptized by divine 
grace. Very deep is the conviction in the heart of our Church 
that learning and religion must go hand in hand. Very deep, 
also, is the conviction of the danger of a godless culture. 

Our publishing interests, which have suffered many reverses, 
are, I am glad to say to you, being not only disentangled, but 
placed upon a firm and productive business basis. Our large 
debt of three hundred thousand dollars has been “ placed” in 
long-time four per cent. bonds. The business of the house is 
conducted on a cash basis; the management buys nothing on 
credit. It makes no debts, and does not owe a dollar on account 
of business transacted since June 1, 1878. The business of the 
house is constantly increasing, and there is every reason to believe 
that it will continue to increase from year to year. Be assured 
brethren, our Church will bring no financial dishonor upon Meth: 
odism. It will pay every dollar of its publishing house debt, as 
it paid every dollar of its mission debt. 

‘The dozen or more papers published in the interests of our 
Church are extending their circulation, and growing in power 
and usefulness. 

It may be mentioned with propriety, also, that there is a great 
and widespread building revival among us. The improvement 
in all our business interests has brought invigoration to all our 
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Church finances. Our lands have brought forth plentifully, our 
great staples have brought good prices, and our people have 
made haste to divide their money with the Church. Throughout 
our connection there is a zeal for building churches and parson- 
ages we never saw before. < 

Our Conference collections for the aid of our superannuated 
preachers, and of the widows and orphans of those who have 
died in the work, are larger than heretofore. Our preachers are 
better paid, our Sunday-schools better furnished, our poor better 
cared for, than ever in our history. 

I rejoice to tell you that our Church is taking some advanced 
steps in the work of foreign missions. We are far from doing 
what we ought to do; we are not yet doing what we svon will 
do. But we have made notable progress during the last few 
years. For along time our Church occupied itself for the most 
part, so far as mission work was concerned, in preaching to the 
negroes upon the plantations. That work God owned and blessed 
in a most extraordinary manner. Less than twenty years ago 
there were nearly a quarter of a million of colored people in the 
communion of our Church. Hundreds of our preachers were 
constantly employed in preaching to them. Hundreds of thou- 
sands of dollars were expended upon this part of our work. 
There is not a Bishop in our college who has not sustained pas- 
toral relations to the colored people, and there is hardly a 
preacher among us, forty years old and upward, who has not, as 
pastor, preached to them, and enjoyed religion with them. 

Surely we ought to have done more for foreign missions. But 
you will rejoice to hear of the progress we are now making. 
Ten years ago we had in the whole foreign field but two mission- 
aries and their wives. At that period all our aggressive plans 
were hindered by the incubus of debt. That paid, we began to 
move forward. We have now missions in China, in Brazil, in 
Mexico, among the Germans in Texas, among certain Romish 
French populations in Louisiana, and among the Indians. In 
China we have 5 white male missionaries and 9 native preachers; 
in the city of Mexico 1 missionary and 13 native preachers; on 
the Mexican border we have 2 American missionaries and 13 na- 
tive preachers. In Brazil we have 2 missionaries. We have an 
Indian Conference, with 25 traveling preachers and 108 local 
preachers. Among the Germans in ‘l'exas we have a regularly 
organized Annual Conference, with 21 traveling and 16 local 
preachers. : , 

It should be mentioned in this connection that the good women 
of our Church are moving in the work of foreign missions. Two 
years ago the Woman’s Foreign Missionary Society of the Meth- 
odist Episcopal Church, South, was organized. Our sisters have 
taken the work seriously in hand. While their statistics are not 
comparable to the imposing array of the older societies, still they 
have wrought famously. They have effected vigorous organiza- 
tions in twenty-six of our Annual Conferences. Last year, their 
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second year, they raised $13,000. They have three representa- 
tives in China, and will in due time send more. 

Within the next ten years we will, there is every reason to 
believe, quadruple our mission force in that foreign field. Never, 
Mr. President, as now, have our people been moved on the sub- 
ject of their obligation to Christ to give the Gospel to the hea- 
then. As indicating the character of this increased interest, I 
may mention, among other interesting facts, that in the present 
senior class of Emory College, Georgia, there are three young 
men now under appointment to China. Another in the same 
institution awaits his graduation to take a foreign appointment 
under the direction of our board. Another, a graduate of three 
years, and the son of one of our leading preachers, has been ac- 
cepted by the board for foreign service. I am informed of a 
profound interest on this subject in other of our Church colleges. 
Individuals have of late been moved to give larger sums than 
have been common among us. One brother built a beautiful 
church in Shanghai, that was visited last December, a few days 
after its dedication, with an old-fashioned Methodist revival. 
Another is building a church and mission school-house in 
Su-chew. 

Our delinquencies, Mr. President, forbid boasting — were 
we inclined to that small vanity — but in the knowledge of 
large improvement, and in the consciousness of greater zeal, we 
are much encouraged. It is Methodistic to give thanks for 
“ growth in grace.” 

As our Church has made some notable changes in its working 
economy during the last fourteen years, it may not be out of 
place to inform you briefly of some results of our experiment. 
I may safely say that it is almost the universal judgment of our 
preachers and laymen that the results, after faithful trial, justify 
the wisdom of our leaders, who, in 1866, with true faith and 
courage, made such changes in our polity as Providence seemed 
to indicate. 

The most important of these changes was the introduction of 
lay representation in all of our Conferences. It was really a nota- 
ble thing that the itinerant preachers, who from the beginning 
had held in their own hands the entire legislative power of the 
Church, should, on their own motion, have surrendered one half 
of it to their lay brethren. I say “on their own motion,” for the 
laymen had not asked this surrender. It was not preceded by 
agitations. There were a few newspaper discussions, conducted 
almost exclusively by the traveling preachers. 

Some good and wise men feared at the beginning that the lay- 
men, in equal numbers in our General Conference, would be over- 
much given to experiments in Church legislation. The results 
have certainly reversed these judgments. It is a matter of com- 
mon remark among us that the laymen in General Conference 
are 80 very conservative—so jealous for the “original John Wes- 
ley Methodism ”—that they have allowed the preachers but small 
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margin for trying their own pet schemes of what they think may 
be progress. Indeed, in 1870, at their first General Conference, 
the laymen came very near putting the pastoral term back to two 
years. 

We are persuaded, Mr. President, that lay representation has 
brought a great blessing to our Church. It is obvious to all in- 
formed persons among us that our lay brethren, appearing in all 
our Conferences, and participating in the business of the Church, 
have become better informed on all questions that concern the 
welfare of the Church. Better knowledge of the Church, its 
work, its plans, its methods, and its needs, has developed in them 
a deeper interest in all its enterprises. It has quickened their 
zeal, increased their faith, and enlarged their liberality in the 
support of all the institutions of the Church. Another very gra- 
cious result I mention: the laymen have responded to the confi- 
dence reposed in them by more love for their pastors. Indeed, 
Mr. President, we make no question that lay representation in 
our Church has been “a means of grace” to our lay brethren; it 
has improved their personal piety. And this deeper, broader, 
and stronger religious life among the laymen has reacted upon 
the preachers. They also have had an upward movement. 

Before closing this address, I may add that our people have 
looked forward to this General Conference with deep interest, 
not only because it is in itself a most important and influential 
assemblage of Christian men, met to consider affairs vital to 
the Church, but chiefly because, here and now, the first practical 
steps are to be taken for bringing about an Ecumenical Confer- 
ence of universal Methodism. 5 

It is a grand conception, Mr. President, that honors the heart 
and mind that first suggested it. It will honor, also, the hearts and 
minds of those who, under God, may so guide the development 
of this great idea as to realize the large possibilities that this 
scheme involves. Let this greater Conference be held. Let 
representatives—the wisest and holiest of them all—be present 
from every Methodist family in the world. 

And this Conference, my brethren, will be held. As great a 
thought as this, of a Pan-Methodist Conference, that may con- 
fer, in brotherly love and confidence, in the spirit of mutual 
helpfulness, concerning all the interests of Methodism, and that, 
so conferring, must help forward all these interests—a thought 
as great as this, with so much wisdom and faith and Christian 
love in it, was not born to die. 

Such a Conference might, as it seems to me, bring to each one 
of our Methodisms the momentum of the whole body; might 
impart to each the larger views and higher inspiration of the 
whole confederation; but would, at the same time, preserve intact 
the autonomy of each, thus leaving each one of the Methodist 
household to fulfill, without hinderance, its providential mission 


to the world. 
We trust that this General Conference will devise and accom- 
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plish many wise and excellent things for the Church, that it will 
be long remembered for the blessings that followed it; but will 
not its relations to Ecumenical Methodism give it its chief 
historic glory and importance? I cannot doubt that in every 
country where Methodism has a foothold, there are ascending 
prayers for the divine blessing upon the deliberations to be had 
in this city preliminary to the assembling of a Pan-Methodist 
Conference that will consider the affairs of universal Method- 
ism, and the greater affairs of our common Christianity. 

When that Conference meets—when the English Methodisms, 
Trish Methodism, the Methodisms of the Canadas, of Australasia, 
India, China, Europe, and the many Methodisms of our great 
Union—Episcopal and non-Episcopal, Caucasian and African— 
when all these brothers meet together to advise, to bless and to 
help each other, then will the ascended fathers say, with deeper 
emphasis and larger meaning than the words ever bore before: 
“What hath God wrought!” 

There is no more encouraging fact among all the encouraging 
facts of the bright day in which we live, than the coming to- 
gether of all Christian people in close and brotherly sympathy. 
Of the endless and bitter logomachies that characterized a past 
age, this age says: “Let the dead bury their dead.” Christians 
are learning to love and honor each other as never before—to 
love and honor each other for the sake of the Christ-image that 
is seen within them. We must, if Christ be in us, love our 
brother whom we have seen, when we see that Christ is also in 
him. For the basis and condition and soul of all true human 
brotherhood is in Christ Jesus, who is the Son of God and the 
Son of Man, and, therefore, the brother of every man. 

The two converted heathen of the Pacific islands, who met for 
the first time on the deck of a missionary ship, understood frater- 
nity. Ignorant of each other’s language, each saw something in 
the other that drew them together. Looking into each other’s 
faces they read the “signs infallible” of the new life. Clasping 
hands, the one said “ Halleluia!” The other answered, “Amen! ” 
They understood each other; they were looking for the good in 
each other; they found it; they loved each other; they were 
helpful to each other. Fraternity was established. 

Mr. President, it is not in the traditions or the spirit of Meth- 
odism that it should be the last to feel the promptings or to real- 
ize the blessings of a broad, generous, and true fraternity. The 
time has fully come for all Methodists to meet on the platform 
of Mr. Wesley’s text: “If thy heart be as my heart, give me 
thy hand.” 

The different sections of our wide-spread country are being 
brought close together by steam and electricity. May they be 
brought together in affection also! 

The opening of your great Cincinnati Southern Railroad was 
counted a very notable event by the business men. And so it 
was. A wise and energetic city does not spend twenty millions 
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of dollars that her people may go on excursions to Lookout 
Mountain. Cincinnati seeks not a better view, but a broader 
field. She seeks the very heart of the Gulf cotton States. And 
these States bid her “Come on.” 

But a few weeks ago the Southerners, by the thousand, came 
to see your “Queen City,” on this beautiful Ohio, and the hospi- 
tality, good cheer, and brotherhood of Cincinnati quite took their 
hearts away. Recently a large delegation from this city visited 
my own State. The Georgians received them as brothers where- 
ever they went. I fell in with some of them, and I thought 
them very pleasant people to know. We wish them to come 
again and stay longer. Iam told they were pleased with their 
Visit. 

A Georgia lady told me that there is serious apprehension that 
Georgia and Ohio are about to lose some of their children. I 
wish they may with all my heart. I wish one hundred thousand 
of your best Northern girls were married to one hundred thou- 
sand of our best Southern boys, and that one hundred thou- 
sand of your best boys were married to one hundred thousand of 
our best girls. Then we would beat the politicians. Moreover, 
we would beat the editors—especially the Church editors, of 
whom I am one. And when we beat the politicians and the 
editors, we will have a Union and a peace that it will be a joy 
for the sun to look down upon. 

My brethren, my countrymen, my fellow-citizens, the Meth- 
odists, the Christians, the people of this country will love each 
other if they are let alone. 

I came through Nashville, the capital of Tennessee, on my 
way to this city. The “ Rock City ” was in holiday dress. One 
man told me that “ one million United States flags ”—the verita- 
ble “stars and stripes ”—had been sold in Nashyille during her 
Centennial week. I know not the number; they are numberless. 
They are every-where, from the proud State-house to the lowly 
cabins of the poor. There are great arches spanning the streets. 
These arches are twined with the national colors, and decorated 
with countless little flags. They span the carriage-ways that 
lead to the Southern Methodist Publishing House. I could not 
get into the house without passing “under the flag.” The little 
flags were all over the face of it, fluttering from every door and 
window of it. I slept in the house of John B. M’Ferrin, (who 
is reported to have “ surrendered on the last ten acres,”) and 
there is a United States flag, full two yards long, floating from 
the top of it. 

Mr. President, “‘ Let us have peace!” it we Methodist preach- 
ers and people intend to allow Cincinnati merchants and Geor- 
gia merchants to love each other better than we do, then it is 
time to call for “mourners.” 

Mr. President and brethren, we find in what God has done for 
us, and through us, very much that is encouraging. But we 
should “rejoice with trembling.” ‘There are more than twenty- 
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five hundred thousand of us. Great are our responsibilities—to 
the country, to the world, to God. 

Our greatest work is before us. “There remaineth yet very 
much land to be possessed.” Plans of Church enterprise that 
startled by their boldness fifty years ago are tame and meager 
to-day. Plans that are counted large to-day will be reckoned 
small to-morrow. We smile when we are told that our fathers 
in England rejoiced when they had so much as $200 to place in 
the hands of Pilmoor and Boardman, when they were sent across 
the Atlantic to plant Methodism on this continent. In one hun- 
dred years from to-day, those who come after us will smile that 
we took pleasure in what we now esteem our courage and our 
liberality. Already there are indications that conceptions of 
Christian work, commensurate with the opportunities of our time, 
are beginning to assert themselves in the consciences of Christian 
men. Within one year we are told that twelve persons in the 
United States gave three million dollars to the cause of foreign 
missions. One man gave around million. There is a streak of 
millennial light in such gifts to God and humanity. 

This is a day of great triumphs over matter. The spiritual in 
man begins to dominate the material in nature. Her subtlest 
and mightiest forces man is learning to employ in the service of 
his pleasures, his avarice, and his ambition. Marvelous is the 
progress of invention; marvelous are the triumphs of mind over 
blind and dumb nature; marvelous is the boldness of the great 
builders and projectors. What faith they have in their science, 
in themselves, in the permanence of nature and the constancy of 
her laws! It is the day of trans-continental railroads and ocean 
cables; of St. Gothard tunnels and African explorations; of Suez 
Canals and Panama oce&n-ways. Surely there are “giants” in 
these days! 

Why, sir, they talk of redeeming Sahara by turning the sea 
into it. And one bold thinker has proposed to dig away part of 
Alaska and let in the warm currents of the Pacific Ocean upon 
the ice and dearth of Arctic regions. These schemes may be 
visionary; but it is not visionary to talk about redeeming the 
moral deserts of our world, nor to talk of warming into perennial 
life and beauty the frozen regions of unbelief and spiritual night. 

Shall it always be true that “the children of this world are 
wiser in their generation than the children of light?” If the 
children of this world, for money, and fame, and power, can tun- 
nel the Alps at the cost of many millions of money, and the 
sacrifice of hundreds of lives, shall not the children of the King- 
dom expend millions of money and lay down hundreds of lives 
to carry salvation to every nation under heaven? 

It is “faith that overcomes the world,” whether in the labors 
that redeem a wilderness or a nation. 

If men of the world believe in science, may we not believe in 
the Gospel? If they rely upon the permanence of nature and 
the constancy of her laws, cannot we rely upon the permanence 
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of that kingdom that endureth forever, and upon the constan- 
cy we Him who is “without variableness or shadow of turn- 
ing ? 

Shall the men of this world, sustained only by their faith in 
things “seen and temporal,” surpass in the broadness and boldness 
of their schemes of conquest the Church of God, sustained by 
faith in things “unseen and eternal,” encouraged by the promise 
of Christ Jesus, and succored by the “powers of the world to 
come?” 

Pardon me, Mr. President and brethren, for alluding once 
more to the mission work of our Churches. If any thing worthy 
is to come out of our fraternity and our Ecumenical Conferences, 
surely one result will be a vast increase of our faith and zeal and 
enterprise in the work of converting the many millions of the 
heathen world. Vain is our boast of more than four million 
Methodists, if when we are drawn together in the bonds of 
Christian brotherhood we do not realize the greatness both of 
our opportunity and responsibility. 

“Out of discipleship comes apostleship,” Phillips Brooks tells 
us. It is true, and it is also true that out of brotherhood comes 
an increment of power that no array of mere numbers can ex- 
press. And power means responsibility. Brethren, in this 
“home-stretch of the nineteenth century,” it seems that Provi- 
dence is about to put us to the severest tests that try the very 
spirit and life of a Church; to try us in the use of vast resources, 
We are told to “use this world as not abusing it.” Do we con- 
sider the importance and difficulty of so using the power of great 
Churches as not abusing that ? 

When we are using our power in pushing the conquests, not 
simply of Methodism, but of Christianity, then, be sure, we are 
not abusing our power. But a great Church that is not doing its 
missionary work is a fearful thing to contemplate. It is nigh 
unto cursing and death. 

Long time we have been praying God to open the doors of the 
heathen world. God has lifted those doors off their hinges. Do 
we read the “signs of these times?” Do we see that God makes 
even the “wrath of man praise him,” and that “he restrains the 
remainder” of wrath? Do we see that in his own way God is 
using the men of this world, bent only on their own schemes, to 
open the way for his people? Do we see how the all-embracing, 
all-observing, overruling Providence, through wars and con- 
quests, through explorations and inventions, through the sword- 
power and the money-power, through the tongue-power and the 
pen-power of this world, is making the “ crooked places straight ” 
and the “rough places smooth?” Do we see how God uses even 
the kingdoms of this world that “come with observation,” to 
“ prepare the way” of the “Son of Man,” and the “Son of God,” 
whose “kingdom cometh not with observation ?” 

Diplomatists may “rectify frontiers,” conquerors may “change 
the map of nations,” but it 1s the Church of Christ alone that, by 
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God’s help and blessing, changes the hearts and homes of the 
world. 

Lf now our Methodist fraternity and our Methodist Ecumenical 
Conferences can only kindle in our souls inextinguishable fires of 
missionary zeal—if they can only show us how to evoke and to use 
the vast resources of thought and impulse, of culture and money, 
of men and women, of faith and love, that God has committed to 
our Methodist millions—then may we indeed bless the day that 
brings together our Methodist brotherhood. 

May all our numberings of Israel be not for the glory of Israel, 
but for encouraging the faith of the people, that they “are well 
able to subdue the land” that is promised; that they may now 
“go up and possess it” in its length and breadth, in the name of 
Jesus Christ, our Saviour and King. 

Brethren, may the spirit of Christ guide your General Confer- 
ence! May it inspire your Church! May it inspire ours! May 
it sanctify us all! And may it help us to help each other in the 
Lord, to the good of men, and the glory of his holy name! 


——__++4—___ 
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ADDRESS OF JAMES H. CARLISLE, LL.D., FRATERNAL DEL- 
EGATE FROM THE METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH, 
SOUTH. 


Mr. PresipentT, FaruErs, AnD BreTHreN: A few weeks ago 
a sick man rode into the depot of a Southern city. Calling for 
one of his own faith, he introduced himself as a dying Methodist 
preacher from the North. He was kindly received, and had such 
attentions as he needed. This incident was scarcely worthy of all 
the notice taken of it by the newspapers North and South. It 
would mortify us to learn that any one was surprised at the re- 
ception given to a strange brother. It is very certain that a min- 
ister from the South, crossing the line into your border, under 
similar circumstances, would receive precisely similar treatment. 
To the dying Christian all the kindness shown was of little value 
If he had been met with coldness, with positive rudeness and in- 
sult even, supposing that possible in a Christian land, he would 
still have died in peace. It is the living who need kindness, rec- 
ognition, and confidence. 

It is an era in the history of both parties when one million hu-’ 
man beings speak through any medium to two millions, and say 
WE ARE BRETHREN. “ But all this is only a form,” it is some- 
times said. The splendid bridge which spans the noble river near 
us is only a form, a dead, passive thing, yet the current of trade 
and travel rolls over it ceaselessly to enrich your city. What is 
the metal tube which carries water or light into your dwelling 
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but a form? Yet it gladdens your home. What was the saluta- 
tion with which your friend met you this morning, but a form? 
What are all courtesies among men ? What are all human usages 
and institutions but forms? In this sense a salutation between 
Churches is a great form, empty in itself, but open to receive all | 
that either side can pour into it. This form has so much value 
that some in our Church, as in yours, cannot enter into it heartily. 
One of the saddest results of recent events is, that some in every 
part of our country have lost confidence in their fellow-men, their 
fellow-citizens, their fellow-Christians. There is a loss greater 
than that. Some have lost the power to confide in others. This, 
if general, would be national bankruptcy in its most dreadful 
shape. There is, however, a loss even beyond that. Some have 
lost the wish to confide in others. They are not only reconciled 
to their disability, but they glory in it. These represent a class 
described by Arthur Helps as men who, imprisoned by their prej- 
udices, like madmen mistake their jailers for a guard of honor. 
Let us hope there are not more of these in any part of our coun- 
try than can be profitably used as instructive object-lessons. 

It is a painful condition of things in a country when, through 
lack of confidence, silver and gold are hidden ‘away in secret 
places, and trade decays. It is more painful when, in a Christian 
land, suspicions and distrust prevail, so that any kindly impulse 
left is idle and unproductive, forbidden to pass from lip to lip, 
from heart to heart, in that generous commerce which is doubly 
gainful and blessed. There was a time when this was the case 
with our Churches. There have always been in each Church 
not only good men, but, what is rarer, fair-minded men, who 
could respect the Christian worth of those across the lines. But 
they were embarrassed by the painful fact that their Churches, 
as organic bodies, held no intercourse. It may be a little thing 
to send or receive a messenger, but it was a great thing that for 
years this little thing was not done. It is not surprising that 
in a terrible season of war bad tempers should rise, but must 
they be lasting? An hour of pain may cause a spasmodic con- 
vulsion. Must it become a ghastly, life-long distortion? A great 
missionary tidal wave is spreading over our whole land just now. 
Can you imagine that as taking place and the Churches still un- 
reconciled? Think of two great communions, substantially of 
the same faith and order, each consumed with burning zeal for 
the poor heathen on the other side of the globe, and yet treating 
with indifference or contempt God’s image in the brethren by 
their side! Would that be comedy or tragedy? Let us render 
thanks to the Bishops and leading men of both Churches—the 
best of all being that God was with them—who have saved us 
from that shame. It is not a little thing that the painful silence 
of years has been broken, and vague impulse has taken articu- 
late form and shape. It cannot be displeasing to Him whose 
name we alike bear, that we may now kneel together and say, 
“Our Father, thy kingdom come! Forgive us our debts as we 
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forgive our debtors.” We may never all see alike, or think alike, 
or vote alike in Church or State, but we have much, very much, 
in common. The sacred and eternal points of agreement which 
draw us together are stronger than the temporal and transient 
points which divide us in spirit. Our sympathies should be 
stronger than our antipathies. We agree wonderfully in our in- 
terpretation of the Bible. This fact should have far more sig- 
nificance than the fact that we disagree in our interpretation of 
some passages in the Constitution of the United States, or of 
some passages in recent or current history. “ Religion is the 
only remedy for diseased States,” says Vinet. Methodists share 
largely with sister Churches a responsibility for the success or 
failure of Christian civilization in these lands, A careful study 
of the census pictures, which show graphically in colors the rela- 
tive strength of the leading denominations in our country, must 
suggest to a thoughtful Methodist other feelings than those of 
complacency or pride. We ought to be felt in forming the pub- 
lic tone and sentiment of this great. and rapidly growing people. 
This does not mean in deciding the political dress of the nation; 
but we ought to be felt in shaping the character, and through 
that the history and destiny, of our people. 

Twenty-five years ago, when England was engaged in a foreign 
war, a thoughtful minister expressed a hope that all the cost and 
sufferings of the war might, as one good result, lessen or destroy 
two great vices in his native land. He mentioned party spirit _ 
and thirst for material wealth. What effect may have been pro- 
duced on England, in either of these respects, by the Crimean 
war, is not now the question before us. It can scarcely be hoped 
that the effect of a civil war would be to lessen either of these 
national evils withus. Rather, the instant effect was to intensify 
fearfully one or both of these gigantic evils. It has been said 
that perhaps there has not been for two centuries a public ques- 
tion in Christendom with so many complications and difficulties 
as gather around the civil war, its causes, and results. As one 
of the results, it was inevitable that Church lines must largely 
coincide with geographical and party lines. But, if religion 
comes in to perpetuate and intensify party spirit, instead of cur- 
ing it, the future of the country is dark indeed. If the light that 
is in us become darkness, how great will be that darkness! This 
is too great and too goodly a land to be given up to the genius of 
discord and hate. You will let a layman declare, with all possi- 
ble emphasis, that one of the greatest difficulties in the way of 
the common man is the fierce temper so often carried into relig- 
ious quarrels, and into public quarrels by religious men. If the 
Christians of this land could meet all the great questions now 
confronting us, not as angels may be supposed to meet them, but 
as patient, tolerant, large-hearted, Christian and Christ-like men, 
this would do more for the spread of Christianity than all the 
volumes of evidences that this generation of scholars can write. 
Must we, every fourth year, pass through a strain on our whole 
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texture of society, which makes good men every-where serious 
even to sadness? Let the solemn fact be solemnly alluded to 
even here and now, that while our country is divided, not very 
unequally, into two great parties, each fairly representing the intel- 
ligence, wealth, and moral worth of the land, neither party to-day 
willingly trusts the other to open a box and count the little pieces 
of paper in it. Surely there is solemn, earnest Christian work to 
be done by all American Churches and all Christian men and 
women. When the great problem presented is to educate and 
Christianize the public mind and heart and conscience of our 
common country, “he may be unwise who is sanguine, but he is 
unpatriotic and unchristian who despairs.” 

In our immediate Church relations there are seen strong rea- 
sons why we should meet this crisis like Christian men. Two 
great bodies, with all important points in common, each pledged 
to spread holiness through these lands, ought to have a clear and 
full understanding. If such grave interests were not involved it 
would be amusing to watch the position and attitudes of our 
Churches. Here are two stout, comely Methodist lads, not quite 
a century old. They have all the sanguine, complacent feelings 
which are natural to that early stage of historic growth. They 
are not afflicted with that excessive diffidence which is so painful 
in some young people. They are not afraid of that which is high 
or of large designs. A few years ago they had a most unbroth- 
- erly struggle. Since that time each has felt it a religious duty to 
consecrate in prose and poetry not only the heroic incidents, but 
the spirit and sentiment, even the moods and tempers, of his story 
of the fight, while he often suggests to his brother that he ought 
to let the past go, and never to allude to this matter before 
company. 

Each one, with the charming simplicity of youth, says openly 
to the whole world, “I see the way very clear for me to achieve 
the great mission to which I am certainly called; but, alas for me! 
I have a twin brother, and is he not rightly named Jacob? For 
he supplants me on all occasions in birthright and in blessings.” 
Each one of these Wesley boys is in a great chronic distress about 
the other’s eyesight. Each one is forward on all occasions, in 
season and out of season, to offer his whole stock of oil of vitriol, 
his lancet, and his tomahawk, to take the mote out of his dear 
brother’s eye. Surely it is time to put away these childish things. 


“ What can war but endless wars still breed?” 


Are we to be forever approaching, and never reaching, the last 
word? There are important questions affecting us which we can- 
not wisely settle in haste or passion. Sometimes a division of a 
small circuit has given rise to feelings and tempers which die only 
with the existing generation. wo great organizations, touching 
at so many points, and overlapping in not a few, must meet very 
often with questions which at best are complicated and delicate, 
and which through a little indiscretion on either side may at once 
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become irritating. We have formally agreed to seek peace. We 
must now pursue it, even if, at times, it seems to avoidus. There 
must be on each side some positive spontaneity, some generous 
venture, a willingness to risk something. Confidence is not a 
plant of rapid growth at any time, but it cannot grow at all if a 
cold east wind is blowing all the while, and enemies sowing tares 
besides. Let us place this great interest where a few ill-tempered 
tongues and pens on either side, or on both sides, cannot disturb 
it. Let all the lines be manned by watchmen who are not only 
vigilant but brave, and therefore generous, wise, and therefore 
prudent, pure-minded, and therefore peaceable. Let them be 
men who never can sink to become tale-bearers or gossips. If 
either Church seriously departs from historic landmarks, in doc- 
trine or in life, let the righteous smite. But all petty “ bush- 
whacking ” around the walls of Zion must be stopped. Let every 
Methodist, North and South, East and West, beware, lest while 
his neighbors are praising him (and men will praise thee when 
thou doest well to thyself, thy section, or thy party) the words 
which win their praise may draw down upon him the solemn re- 
buke from the skies, “‘ Thou slanderest thine own mother’s son.” 

Let the simple truth be known and felt in every Methodist 
pulpit, office, school, home, and closet, that the right and left 
arms of the great Methodist body can gain nothing but sorrow 
and shame by tearing each other, If neither half respects the 
other, how can the world respect both, or either? If with us it 
is a little thing, on any trivial occasion, to sneer at our broth- 
er’s sincerity or faith, outsiders will sneer at us both, and at all 
religion. Indulging in this censorious, quarrelsome disposition, 
we may, before we are aware of it, train up in our homes and 
schools a race of narrow-minded Pharisees or of open scoffers. 
Let him who can decide which of these is the more to be 
dreaded. 

In both Churches we are trying some interesting experiments. 
Laymen have always been a problem to Methodists. One of 
Wesley’s greatest trials was when he was forced to recognize 
lay preachers. Like a wise man, he tried to make the most of 
what he considered a necessary evil. They have been largely 
instrumental in carrying his institutions around the globe. Many 
years ago a question was raised about admitting laymen into 
the Church councils. Our ministers gave many unanswerable 
arguments to show that this could never be done. A few years 
after, when no one asked for it, the doors were suddenly thrown 
open, and we were invited in accordingly. And now a humble 
layman, admitted to the General Conference, has a vote—a priy- 
ilege denied to our beloved Bishops. You, too, have been cau- 
tiously experimenting with your laymen, taking them in on pro- 
bation, admitting them into good company once in four years, 
Now you think you have trained them so that an annual visit 
may be borne with. Our Church, with a longer experience, can 
encourage you to trust them largely. They will not only vote 
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intelligently and safely on all important issues, but, owing per- 
haps to the force of electrical example, they will even talk a lit- 
tle occasionally in your Conferences when they can succeed in 
getting the floor. 

Both Churches, too, are trying to keep pace with the advanc- 
ing times, in the preparation of the ministry. 

In this we may meet with only partial success. To refuse to 
try this experiment is to meet with certain failure. The full and 
intimate sympathy between our members and our ministry is one 
great source of our strength. It is also the cause of some of our 
weakness, as it exposes our ministry to every current of popular 
feeling. To give special training to the ministry without weak- 
ening its sympathy with the masses and its power over them, is 
a question which perhaps no Church of Christendom to-day has 
fully solved. Let us hope that in this, as well as in other cur- 
rent questions of great importance, the Churches may show to 
the world that the early zeal which all accord to us was strength 
that can be readily thrown into any shape required by the chang- 
ing phases of the times. 

Some one has attempted to calculate in dollars the value in 
growth of all our various crops to the whole country of one 
hour’s common sunshine in spring. It swells up to a mighty 
sum. No human arithmetic can compute the worth of even a 
short season, when strifes are hushed, when passion sleeps, when 
slumbering memories and sympathies revive, and a wearied na- 
tion is bathed in the heavenly sunshine of peace, so quiet, and 
yet so powerful. The proverb says that he who does not lose 
his reason on some occasions has none to lose. Wisely inter- 
preted, this is a wise maxim. Who has not in the family circle 
had his happiest hours when abandoning himself to the current 
of emotions which reason did not directly produce or control ? 
What patriot is there who has not, on some signal anniversary, 
the 22d of February, for example, enriched and strengthened his 
patriotic sentiments and impulses by a process in which logic had 
little power? Who that loves the stones and gates of Zion has 
not felt the full tide of sacred joy inspire and elevate his nature, 
not as the result of a toil or struggle, but of a surrender; not from 
active efforts, but as passively receiving all the enriching influ- 
ence of some favored hour? ‘This weary, heavy-laden land needs 
rest. It cannot live by bread alone. The Churches, our Church- 
es, need peace and sunshine, cheap, common, blessed sunshine. 
“Then had the Churches rest throughout all Judea, Samaria, 
and Galilee,” is the simple but touching record ina verse of the 
historical book of Acts. The geographical names, no doubt, had 
then a vivid significance, which they have now lost for us. ‘That 
is a happy provision which makes it impossible for these geo- 
graphical terms to cast their dark shadows indefinitely down 
through the generations of men. 

In modern phrase it might read, “Then had the Churches rest 
throughout all theSouthern, Middle, and Northern States.” Blessed 
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shall be the historian whose pen may seek relief from war’s 
mournful chapters in that glad verse. Blessed even now is the 
Christian man or woman who does something to prepare the 
Church for that happy hour. We could not have a greater curse 
inflicted on us than that we should be doomed, that is, should 
doom ourselves, to continue hateful and hating one another. 
Some difficulties which disturbed us have been removed. Others 
yet remain, and new difficulties will often appear. But all must 
give way if “love drives our chariot wheels.” 

Christian fraternity is not a magic phrase. It is a simple name 
for a great Christian duty and privilege. It is not poetry, to 
which we can attain only on rare and elevated occasions. It is 
the prose which we must speak along life’s common pathway. 
We shall try your patience hereafter. You will try ours. Sup- 
posing you to be just like ourselves, with twice our aggregate 
number, you may have twice as many of those who form the 
effective quiet workers, the valuable rank and file of the Method- 
ist army, the men and women who try to do all the good they 
can, while trying to do no harm. In this array you have a pos- 
sibility of good which, if right to do so, we might envy. But 
you are entitled to carry twice as much baggage as we are af- 
flicted with. You may have twice as many of those who not 
only steadfastly believe the great doctrine of human depravity, 
but who so consistently illustrate it that it becomes impossible 
for others to doubt. These will be to us excellent teachers of 
patience. Under such tuition, we give you formal notice that 
we will surpass you in magnanimity, generosity, and long-suffer- 
ing if we can. We are willing to believe, however, that we have 
at last rounded the Cape of Good Hope, and have before us a 
wide Pacific Sea, which is vexed only by such storms as are inev- 
itable in our earthly atmosphere. 

We are certainly now in that crisis of our intercourse as sister 
Churches where every man can see just what he wishes to see., 
If he is a lover of peace he will often see oceasions on which, by 
tongue and pen, by influence, public and private, he can strengthen 
the bonds so auspiciously formed. If he is not at heart a lover 
of peace, he will, on any day, find occasion, as he will believe, to 
cry out the monotonous, the inevitable, and the unanswerable, 
“YT told you so; look at your fraternity.” That now, in the gol- 
emn afternoon of the nineteenth century, there are men, Christian 
men, to whom the phrase Christian fraternity scarcely rises to the 
dignity of a good joke, and suggests only a pointless sneer is fresh 
cause of humiliation to us all. 

Our last Sabbath-school lesson carried us to the mount of trans- 
figuration. The astonished disciples came down from that sacred 
mountain, with its celestial visitors, to tind poor human nature torn 
by a demon at its base. You are here to overlook the many and 
far-reaching interests of your vast organization. If our wishes and 
prayers can avail, you will find every day in the social and religious 
intercourse of this place an ever-fresh, enriching influence. In 
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all the prosaic drudgery and claims of a laborious session you 
will find it good to be here. You may go down to common life 
when all these claims have been met, perhaps to find a great na- 
tion torn by the spirit of discord and strife. If we ask—and what 
thoughtful patriot has not asked again and again, in sorrow and 
surprise—* Why can we not cast out this evil spirit?” the sad 
answer is at hand, “ Because of our unbelief,” our want of faith 
in God andman. We suppose our common Father to be like to 
one of ourselves. We cannot rise to the high conception that 
North and South, as we often use them, are words which he does 
not recognize. We unconsciously suppose that he regards, just 
as we do, State lines and party lines. These are very important 
and necessary for many purposes. But they do not, they cannot, 
restrain or bound his all-embracing love, blessed be hisname! And 
we necessarily lack faith in our fellow-man. We too often judge 
him by the badge or regalia he wears. We do not rightly prize 
the immortal jewel within. With our backs on the irrevocable 
past, and our faces turned toward the available future, can we 
not gather from all the associations and inspirations of this hour 
some lasting impulse which will connect them with the suffering 
nation below ? 

The North and the South! These short words have gathered 
strange power to move the swiftest instincts of our nature. They 
have “turned the coward’s heart to steel, the sluggard’s blood to 
flame.” Must they forever be the watch-words of an undying 
strife? Must they still represent a gulf across which no love or 
sympathy can reach? Is there no one high relation which can 
adjust and subordinate them—no one overpowering sentiment 
which can unite them? Will not all Christians, of all names, in all 
parts of this vast nation, surprised and saddened, but made hum- 
ble and wise by their painful failure, carry this distracted land, 
the common mother of us all, to Him who can give peace and 
quiet? Brethren, we solemnly pledge you the sympathy and 
prayers of many thousands of earnest men and faithful women, 
who will join you and your people in urging to heaven an appeal 
which may satisfy all the purest longings of patriotism and piety: 
“The North and the South, thou hast created them;” 


‘‘ Possess them, thou who hast the right, 
As Lord and Master of the whole.” 
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REPLY OF THE GENERAL CONFERENCE OF 1880 TO THE 
GREETINGS OF THE METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH, SOUTH. 


RevEREND FATHERS AND BretuREn: It is with unfeigned sin- 
cerity and joy that we send you our words of Christian greeting, 
in the name of the Methodist Episcopal Church, and of Christ, 
the ever-living Head of the universal Church of God. Our hearts 
go out to you with warmth of desire, praying that the benedic- 
tions of the ever-blessed Trinity may abound to youward, and 
that his hand may ever guide and uphold you in all that gracious 
work which his Spirit hath put it into your hearts to accomplish. 

We have received your Fraternal Delegates with the highest 
satisfaction, and, while we have listened to their eloquent words 
and wise counsels and expressions of Christian regard, our hearts 
have burned within us, and we have felt and said, “ Behold, how 
good and how pleasant it is for brethren to dwell together in 
unity.” We have felt that the answer of our Saviour’s prayer 
was drawing nearer, when his visible Church should be truly one 
in spirit and aim, as he and his Father are one. The memories 
of other days—joyful memories, sad memories—have been re- 
vived. We have thought of the times that are past, heroic times, 
when our fathers, constituting an unbroken band, and laboring in 
beautiful Christian unity, were striving to take the land for 
Christ, and push their conquests to the ends of the earth. We | 
have thought with sadness of the times of heart-burnings and 
strifes, brought about by causes which are historical and well 
known to all, in which Christian charity and love were not always 
permitted to rule in the hearts and understandings of those who 
had ever been, and ever ought to have been, brethren. But, in 
the fraternal interchanges which have passed during the last four 
years, and the happy adjustment of troublesome difficulties which 
kind counsels have secured, we see the dawn of a better time, and 
hail it with a joy born of our earnest desire to see the kingdom 
of God, which is a kingdom of peace, cover our beloved country 
from sea to sea and from lake to gulf. Our prayer is, that mu- 
tual forbearance and heavenly wisdom may find a safe method for 
meeting with and disposing of all causes of irritation that may 
arise in the future. 

We rejoice to learn from the lips of your eloquent delegates 
of your signal success in the work of the Lord. Your advance- 
ment in two regards we note with special thankfulness—the 
work of education and that of Sunday-school instruction. 
Our convictions are very clear, that Methodism has great re- 
sponsibilities resting upon her in both of these departments of 
Christian effort. The diffusion of knowledge among the people, 
and the higher education of their teachers, we regard as indis- 
pensable to our success as representatives of one of the greatest 
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religious movements of these latter times. An educated Chris- 
tianity, as well as a fervent, is required, in order that the grow- 
ing wants of society be fully supplied. And the importance of 
teaching our children the statutes of the Lord in early life needs 
but to be suggested to be accepted. ; 

It is also with devout thankfulness that we record your pros- 
perity as shown in your rapidly increasing membership. Your 
field is a large one, and requires great sacrifices and severe toils 
in its cultivation, and it will be our pleasure to render you what 
aid may be in our power that the harvests may be rich and 
abundant. 

It has pleased God in his gracious goodness to prosper us 
greatly since our last letter of greeting. The outlook is full of 
promise, and we are advancing with strong hearts and good faith 
to meet the future, fully expecting, under the guiding hand of 
our fathers’ God, that the children will not be forsaken, but that 
they will possess much land. We feel humbled that we have not 
accomplished more, but, stimulated by our sense of responsibility, 
and encouraged by those divine promises that never fail, we go 
forward to meet the future with a trembling yet firm confidence. 

Permit us to express to you our high gratification in the pros- 
pect of meeting your honored representatives in that great Meth- 
odistic council that shall soon be gathered from all parts of the 
world in the land of our birth and the home of our great founder, 
than whom God has not given a greater apostle to his Church 
since the days of Paul. 

And now permit us to close by indulging the hope, begotten of 
the sincerest desire, that in the great work that devolves upon us 
—of seeking the unity and peace of our beloved country ; of op- 
posing the advancement of a cold, cheerless, skepticism; of ar- 
resting the progress of a varied and bold Romanism; of resisting 
the growing influence of a godless formalism; of lifting up a 
standard against a philosophy which knows no God, and discards 
his Son Jesus Christ; and of pushing the Methodistic column to 
the ends of the earth—we may be found co-operating each with 
each, ambitious only to excel one another in saving men and hon- 
oring the great Head of the Church. 


BRITISH WESLEYAN CONFERENCE. 


9 .— Journal, page 115, 


REPORT OF FRATERNAL DELEGATES TO THE BRITISH WES- 
LEYAN CONFERENCE, 


Tuer undersigned, who were appointed by the Bishops, pursu- 
ant to the order of the General Conference of 1876, as Fraternal 
Delegates to the British Wesleyan Conference, may be expected, 
and deem it appropriate, to make a brief report to this Confer- 


ence. 
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We reached Bradford, Yorkshire, in season to witness the 
opening of the Conference, and remained till near the close. We 
were received with great cordiality and fraternity. The address 
of the General Conference of 1876 was read before the British 
Conference, and a large congregation, assembled in evening ses- 
sion; and the statistics representing the growth and influence of 
the Methodist Episcopal Church wenn awakened wonder and 
graticude. Our personal addresses, which were necessarily brief, 
were received with approval, and were widely reported in the 
religious and secular papers. a) 

We were happy in being permitted to witness the organization 
of the first strictly delegated British Wesleyan Conference, that 
consisted of both ministers and lay members, in which the con- 
gratulations of the brethren forcibly reminded us of the similar 
scene witnessed in our own General Conference at Brooklyn, six 
years before. ; Q 

In many of the anniversary and Sabbath services we were in- 
vited to participate, and were made to feel that the purpose and 
spirit of Methodism in Great Britain and America are the 
same. 

The proposal of our General Conference, that an Ecumenical 
Conference of all the Methodist denominations in the world be 
held, was received with marked interest, and was referred to a 
special committee. 

We were also interested in witnessing the beginnings of the 
enterprise of raising a Thanksgiving Fund, to free their general 
societies from debt, and greatly to enlarge their educational 
work. The raising of this fund, in a time of peculiar financial 
depression, is certainly one of the grandest testimonials possible 
to the zeal and ability of the Wesleyan Methodists of Great 
Britain. 

We left with profound gratitude to God that Methodism, in 
the place of its origin, seems to maintain its prime object, to 
spread scriptural holiness throughout the world. 

Tuomas Bowman. 
E. O. Haven. 


10.—sournal, page 128. 
ADDRESS OF THE BRITISH WESLEYAN CONFERENCE. 


RevEREND AND Drar Breruren: We have received your fra- 
ternal address with sincere satisfaction, and assure you that all 
its expressions of attachment and of affectionate interest are 
heartily appreciated and reciprocated by us. The distinguished 
and beloved brethren, Bishop Bowman and Dr. Haven, whom 
you deputized to visit us at our Conference of 1878, at once won 
our high esteem by their gifts and graces, manifested in their 
official addresses, their public ministrations, and in social inter- 
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course. We admired and revered their eminent ministerial abili- 
ties, and, even more, the graciousness and devoutness of their 
spirit, the sanctity of their character, and the beautiful simplicity 
and humility of their deportment. 

We have appointed two of our most esteemed and honored 
ministers to be present at your next General Conference, the 
Rey. William Arthur, M.A., and the Rev. Frederick Macdonald, 
who will be able more perfectly to convey to you our sentiments 
of brotherly affection, and acquaint you with our affairs and 
prospects. Mr. Arthur needs no introduction to you. He has 
previously had the opportunity of visiting your country, and is 
well known not only among us and you, but beyond the limits of 
our denomination, for the catholicity of his spirit, the extent of 
his attainments, and the fervor of his zeal. His companion, Mr. 
Macdonald, we cordially commend to you as eminently worthy 
of your confidence and regard. 

We rejoice with you, with unfeigned gratitude, in the exten- 
sion and success with which, since last we exchanged congratula- 
tions, God has been pleased to crown your labors, both in your 
own vast continent, and in the missionary field. In the remark- 
able increase of your Church members, of your ministry, of your 
places of worship, of your Sunday-schools, of your higher educa- 
tional institutions, which you are able to report, we thankfully 
recognize the abundant blessing of our common Lord. The great 
head of the Church has, indeed, given you transcendent power 
and influence among the rapidly growing and spreading popula- 
tion of your country, which may well inspire you as witnesses 
and guardians of a pure and living evangelical faith, as divinely 
chosen depositaries of sound doctrine and spiritual life. In the 
future of your nation, the centennial of which you have recently 
celebrated, amid the cheering indications of returning prosperity, 
after deep and protracted depression, there is manifestly ordained 
for you a providential avocation, the range of which it is impos- 
sible to fix limits. It only needs that your grace be commensurate 
with your gifts and calling, and your fidelity proportionate to 
your privilege. We join with you in fervent intercession that in 
this exalted mission you may prove worthy of and faithful to the 
trust. 

In view of this solemn stewardship committed to us and to you, 
we share in your deep feeling that no chapel or school extension, 
no additions to our congregations and institutions, no increase 
of ministerial or educational agency, no material enlargement 
whatever, must satisfy us without the abundant outpourings of 
the Holy Spirit. The presence of the Spirit in the Church, it has 
been the glory of Methodism from the beginning prominently to 
claim, as the one condition of all true spiritual progress, the 
one source of all life, the only power to which the enmity of 
the human heart will yield. ‘Chis cardinal doctrine let us ever 
jealously hold fast, and hold in our ministrations, our pastoral 
visitations, and our theological literature. In the social and 
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political movements of the world there may be a wide range 
of resources, and for the extension of a merely nominal and 
external Christianity other appliances may be sufficient. But for 
victory over the powers of darkness and over the unbelief of man, 
the Church is shut up to the power of the Divine Spirit. We are 
profoundly and abidingly conscious that without continued dem- 
onstrations of saving power we cannot carry out the purposes for 
which, as a religious community, whether in the Old World or 
the New, we have been called into existence; we cannot maintain 
in the midst of a growing secularism and an ever-advancing out- 
ward prosperity and respectability, an uncompromising non-con- 
formity to the world, and a high-toned spirituality; we cannot 
even uphold our position among the sister Churches that sur- 
round us. 

These convictions have pressed upon us of late with deepening 
impressiveness, since, currently with the rapid growth of our con- 
gregations, we have had to record for the past two years a nu- 
merical declension (though small) in our societies. We do not 
forget that the number of our class members is not the only index 
of the progress of the work of God among us, or to our religious 
influence in the country. We know that in all Christian service 
much of our success cannot be ascertained or proximately esti- 
mated, much less embodied in tables of statistics; but so has it 
always been, more or less. The essential conditions of our work 
in this regard have not changed. We, therefore, have considered 
the record of our even slightly diminished numbers as having a 
serious significance. And we have urged sincere and searching 
self-questionings, whether, with an extension of Methodist organ- 
ization, with an enlarged appreciation of Methodist doctrine and 
worship, and an extended liberality in the support of its manifold 
institutions, there should be a decline in the strength of experi- 
mental and practical godliness. A growing distaste for the ordi- 
nance of Christian communion which God has committed to our 
keeping as a special and precious trust, and which he has so greatly 
honored and blessed in the past for the conservation of the purity 
and intensity of the spiritual life, awakens within us jealous solici- 
tude, Our dependence as a people is upon the depth and earnest- 
ness of our piety. If we lose this we lose every thing. If we 
keep this we keep every thing. We live in perilous times. We 
are in the midst of fierce controversies, of hostile movements of 
thought and life that threaten the foundations of divine truth. 
On the one side sacerdotalism and superstition, and on ‘the other, 
rationalistic speculation, scientific skepticism, and latitudinarian 
vagueness. 

lf we are to be true to our providential calling, and to the 
noble examples of the past, Methodism must take a foremost place 
in the great struggle with that anti-evangelical, anti-Protestant 
influence, which has, during recent years, to an alarming extent, 
infected the people of the United Kingdom, and fascinated them 
with ceremonial. 


ee 
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In your own land the same elements are active. And we are 
persuaded that the battle is to be fought not only by argument 
and scholarship, but by the faithful witness of the truth, the sim- 
ple, earnest preaching of the Gospel, by the power of prayer, by 
the force of an intenser spiritual life, by the energy of the Holy 
Ghost. We want more life, so best will God give it to us to re- 
buke the pretensions of sacerdotalism, and to combat the hard 
materialism, the fleshly philosophy, and sensuous worship of our 
time. The existence of godliness, devotion, spirituality, holy 
character in our Churches, in the midst of luxurious modern soci- 
ety, will be our strongest argument against skepticism, our best 
defense of evangelical truth, our mightiest protest against the 
unspiritual tendencies of thought and life. 

We have, since we last addressed you, matured with much 
thought and discussion a comprehensive plan for a more direct 
and adequate representation of the laity in the financial and eco- 
nomical business of our Conference, in consistency with the prin- 
ciples of our economy, and the provisions of the Deed-poll. No 
attempt has been made by any section of our people to encroach 
on the spiritual responsibilities of the ministry, and the changes 
which have been made in the structure of our constitution are not 
calculated, however remotely, to impair the integrity of the pas- 
toral office, or the inviolability of the connectional principle. And 
with unspeakable gratitude do we record that this broader basis 
for the counsels and administration of our Church has been ob- 
tained with a consensus approaching to unanimity—that not one 
single minister, nor, so far as we know, a solitary member, has 
been thereby separated from us. We have remembered through- 
out that all Church reforms go for little unless they minister to 
the maintenance and increase of the inner life, or its freer and 
more fruitful action; that a widened foundation of government 
should be regarded but as the preparation for enlarged spiritual 
operations; that an ampler franchise, to be a real blessing, must 
be accepted as a call to a more vigorous and efficient service. The 
first meeting of the mixed conference, when your honored repre- 
sentatives were present, was marked in so memorable a manner 
by the spirit of love and power and harmony as to fill us with 
gratitude for the past, and with confidence and courage for the 
future. 

We anticipate a brighter era in the annals of British Meth- 
odism, and hope to find a new point of departure for more ear- 
nest and united labors and nobler evangelistic enterprises. May 
you and we have in happy combination the outward goodly form 
and the inward living power! 

The Methodist Thanksgiving Fund, which is now in progress, 
has been, perhaps, the most remarkable movement, financially and 
spiritually, which bas occurred in our history. In consideration 
of the signal prosperity with which during many years Almighty 
God has graciously blessed the work of the Methodist connection, 
and also of the harmony of feeling and counsel attending the im- 
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portant measure of consolidation, which was consummated at the 
Conference of 1878, it was resulved that there should be a com- 
memoration by such a great and united movement as might pre- 
sent a becoming acknowledgment of the divine goodness. At 
the same time, the financial burdens which had accumulated dur- 
ing, and in consequence of, the recent progress of the connection, 
and also the present marvelous openings for Christian enterprise, 
render it expedient, and, indeed, imperative, to establish a Com- 
prehensive Fund for the relief of all the connectional departments 
from debt, and for the initiation and furtherance of those enter- 
prises, both at home and abroad, which urged so strong a claim 
upon our sympathy and zeal. This connectional offering has, 
therefore, many aspects. It may be regarded as a redemption 
fund, to extricate us from pressing embarrassment; an extension 
fund, to enlarge our work in every direction; a memorial fund, 
to celebrate a crisis in our history; and a thanksgiving fund, to 
record our individual and united sense of great obligations. At 
first it was proposed to raise for these manifold objects £200,000; 
this was soon advanced to £240,000. ‘The amount already prom- 
ised is more than £250,000, and the total contributions when 
completed will probably considerably exceed this. And this un- 
paralleled outburst of Christian liberality, in the midst of severe 
and protracted commercial depression, has been accompanied by 
the effusion of rich spiritual influence, which has every-where 
been felt to be a strength—an inspiration. In this movement we 
have realized and indicated the position and duties of our Church. 
Not in pride, but with a glow of joy, we mark a point in our 
history. 

The proposals which we have received from your Committee, 
that an Ecumenical Conference of the various Methodist bodies 
in Great Britain, the United States, the Dominion of Canada, 
and other countries, be held for the purpose of considering the 
position and work of the people called Methodists, have been 
favorably reported upon by the Committee appointed to consider 
them, and communications are now proceeding which will, we 
trust, issue in the realization of this important project. Much 
wisdom will be needed to mature and guide so great an under- 
taking. 

In conclusion, dear brethren, we renew to you the sincerest as- 
surances of our Christian esteem and affection. We rejoice in 
every indication of growing unity in the universal Church of 
Christ, and with the most abundant welcome do we hail any move- 
ment that tends to bring closer together the kindred Churches 
that had their origin in the large-hearted charity and world-em- 
bracing zeal of John Wesley. The substantial unity of Meth- 
odism the world over is a providential fact of the profoundest 
significance. We would cherish whatever promotes the recog- 
nized oneness of all the Methodist Churches; not in visible organic 
union—that need not be—but in fraternal alliance and the bonds 
of common service and sympathy. 
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Grace, mercy, and peace be multiplied unto you from God our 
Father, and from Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Signed on behalf and by order of the Conference. 
Brnsamin M. Grecory, President. 
MarmMapvuke O1ark Osporn, Secretary. 


————————— 6 


11.—Journal, page 128, 
ADDRESS OF REY. WILLIAM ARTHUR, A. M. 


Bismor Simpson, VENERATED Faruers, and WELL-BELOVED 
Bretsren: I cannot help being touched, not only with the re- 
ception that I have met with, but with what in that reception 
has had any personal tinge. I feel that in all that is serious 
and substantial in these kindnesses, which I have met with here, 
the cause is that, in God’s goodness to me, I am permitted to 
come, not as William Arthur, but as one allowed to speak to 
you on behalf of the oldest Conference wherein Methodist preach- 
ers ever conferred one with another. 

If in logking at you I see not you only, but a wonderful fam- 
ily behind you, of whom you are but the older brothers; on 
the other hand I know that you, in looking at me and my col- 
league, do not see only Frederick Macdonald and William Arthur, 
but you see the old people in the old places, and you say, “ God 
bless the sons of our fathers!” And they in return say of you, 
“God bless the children of our children!” And wherever the 
family scatters through the world—and it still scatters more 
and more—wherever throughout the world it spreads, (perhaps 
the word “scatter” will soon cease to be perfectly proper, for 
they spread rather than scatter,)—the Methodist family-feeling 
continues, the feeling that we are one, and that one we must re- 
main, and that— 

“Mountains shall rise, and oceans roll, 
To sever us, in vain.” 


Now I know that there are many people who always cry out 
for something practical—something to do! But permit me, 
sir, to say that, so far as I know, the most practical thing 
in this world is a thought put into a human mind, or a feel- 
ing raised in a human heart! And whatever tends to keep 
thought right and feeling right, or whatever tends when thought 
has gone wrong to bring it back again, or feeling gone wrong to 
raise it again up to the right level, is for me the most practical 
thing that men cando. Get right feeling and right thinking, and 
they will bring all the other things after them. Now I trust that, 
as Methodists throughout the world, we shall try to keep up the 
old feeling, and I conceive the essential object of deputations 
such as this to be the practical one of keeping up that old family 
feeling between kindred bodies widely sundered. 
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The Address you have heard alludes to the development that 
has taken place in our body in England, whereby we have adopted 
a system of lay representation in the Conference. 

Thank God (as the Address says) that was done, not without 
debate, not without difference of opinion, not without opposition 
or doubt; but it was done without any division of sentiment in 
the long run, done without loss of members or loss of a mem- 
ber, and done to the ultimate refreshment of the entire Church, 
So done, it was followed, as you have heard, by this movement for 
a thanksgiving fund, and that thanksgiving fund has prospered in 
the midst of our national depression, a depression the like of which 
we have never known for its breadth and continuance; and in the 
midst of that depression that fund has come from a people who are 
by no means as numerous as you, and do not claim to be wealthy. 

We have none of the chief estates or great old titles of the 
country with us. We have a people who enjoy religion, as do 
you, and who are what the grace of the Lord has made them. 
That is all. And yet they have contributed in this time of gen- 
eral depression, and through all the difficulties attending it, re- 
member, more than a million and a quarter of dollars. 

Now, allusion has also been made to the proposal that has em- 
anated from you for an ecumenical gathering of Methodists from 
all the world. We should like that gathering to take place 
where the Methodist society originated. We should like it to 
take place at City Road, where John Wesley preached, and 
Charles Wesley and Joseph Benson preached, where the first con- 
ferencés were held, and where the cradle of Methodism will al- 
ways be spoken of, and that with interest more profound as time 
advances. I speak now not merely of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church, but for a moment I think of all the other branches scat- 
tered throughout the world. Whatever name they may have 
adopted for themselves, they had the Methodist origin, and I like 
the name, and we should link them altogether, and see if by the 
blessing of God we cannot, in such a meeting, so take counsel one 
with another, that we shall, every man, go away, one to India, 
one to Italy, and one to the Caflirs of the Cape, one to the negroes 
of Monrovia, and another to Hudson’s Bay, and to California, and 
Japan, and China, some to Rome, and so on right around the world, 
telling our people every-where that being many we are one! I 
trust that one we shall remain, and become more and more con- 
scious of our oneness. 

In looking at our own body in England I am struck with one 
fact. If you take the twenty years covering the latter part of 
our first and the early part of our second century, say between 
1829 and 1849, you will tind that we had three divisions in about 
twenty years. It seemed a periodical phenomenon of our de- 
velopment that we should have a division, and people began to 
be rather reconciled to the idea of division. I never was recon- 
ciled to it, and though, sir, we have now passed thirty years 
since 1849, we have seen no division. We have passed thirty 
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years, and, instead of new conferences of Methodism splitting off, 
the existing connections are beginning to come together, to speak 
well of one another, to cease holding up each other’s faults. I 
do not fear diversities, but I do fear jealousies, and hatred, and 
divisive impulses, and passions. 

But the tendency now is not to split off into fragments, but to 
gather together, to look at the things wherein we agree, to iden- 
tify each particular branch with the great family, and to go on, 
every one pushing for the common end. Now help us in that 
particular! I believe you are all disposed so to do. But Meth- 
odism never was created by organization, and Methodism never 
will be kept up by organization. Organization was created by 
life, and organization will continue to be sustained by life; as 
families will not be created by a state, but the state must be 
created by families. Give me the nucleus, give me that which 
founds a good family, a good man and a. good woman, to build 
up a Christian home, then I give you the foundation for muni- 
cipal institutions, State institutions, national institutions, cos- 
mopolitan institutions; but take away the family, and all your 
other institutions will lack solid foundation, and be liable to be 
shaken to pieces at any day. 

When you speak of organization in its relation to Methodism, 
men sometimes are tempted to give Wesley a very grand 
compliment, and speak of him asa wonderful organizer. But very 
little he ever did in organization, and very little time he spent 
about it. He spent his whole power, his sanctified power from 
above, in promoting the life of God in the soul of man, in spread- 
ing that life from man to man, and wherever the life sprang 
forth somehow or other the organization was found for it, and 7 
found the organization, and so came class-meetings, conferences, 
and all else. : 

Men of the world begin by making new institutions in order to 
make new men. Christianity begins by making new men in or- 
der to make new institutions. The regeneration of one humble soul, 
making a new man, means a new power, for man is a force, and 
where you have a man, a man born again, conscious that he is a 
stranger and pilgrim upon the earth—a stranger, not a native, one 
sprung from another stock; a pilgrim, not a settler, one bent for 
another resting-place—he seeks for fellow pilgrims. 

The moment men are conscious that they are strangers and 
pilgrims upon the earth, here to work up for a little time in trav- 
eling toward the kingdom that is undefiled and fadeth not away, 
reserved in heaven for them if they are children, then there 
springs up that which may become the nucleus of a glorious society. 

For many years, for many ages, the Christian Church had ex- 
isted as a Church that was not a society—a Church wherein man 
did not speak to his fellow-man, a Church wherein the whole 
voice, or entire communication, resided simply in the written creed 
and the authorized priest and teacher. 

Methodism in its early days was often reproached by the fact 
that it was a society, not a Church; but a society that is not a 
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Church has in it the destiny of a Church, and a Church that is 
not a society has in it the destiny to die. : 

Out of the society, remember, of Methodism, sprang all that is 
now a Church, and if you lost that society, sir, there would be 
great danger that you would in consequence lose also the Church. 
Let us keep close to the center which God gave to our fathers—a 
living Saviour, being the life of his members. That life has ever 
had marvelous power of comprehending, without compromising, 
truths whereby Methodism was set in the midst of the Churches 
with a mission she perhaps scarcely understood, which it is not nec- 
essary she should understand, but which has enabled her without 
sound of trumpet, without the march of martial forces, without 
endowments, without any great aristocracy, without the author- 
ity of any legislature, without the violence of any rushing mob, 
without any of the ordinary elements of human power, to come 
up, quietly to grow, grow, grow, and the world knew not how! 
A seed had been sown; and human hands that.sowed it did not 
see the body that should be, did not see the form or comeliness 
in which that body was to shine; but there it was, and all the 
power in it invisible, the power of the inward life that God gave. 
That life has been working. I have seen something of its work- 
ing with my eyes in different parts of the world. I have seen it 
working out in Madras, in the Mysore, and here in Ohio. I have 
seen it working close by the Vatican in Rome. I saw two scenes 
in that city which I will just mention. 

In the year 1836 I found myself there with my wife. I said. 
“ We must not leave this place without having a prayer-meeting.” 
“We can’t have one.” “We must have one.” ‘We haven’t 
any place.” “ We have this bedroom.” “The police will be 
upon you.” ‘ We must consider.” So I sallied out to get some 
to come to our bedroom in the Hotel d’Angleterre. The first 
man that accepted my invitation was Thomas Henry Tarlton, the 
original Secretary of the Young Men’s Christian Association in 
London. The second man that accepted the invitation was Dr. 
Treat, of Boston, Secretary of the American Board of Com- 
missioners for Foreign Missions. The next was Dr. Forbes, a 
clergyman of the Church of England, who has now for many years 
been the English chaplain in Paris; and next came Mr. -Hall, 
an American clergyman, then officiating as chaplain at the 
American Embassy in Rome. Seven of us met in that bedroom in 
the Hotel d’Angleterre. We spent nearly two hours in very 
earnest prayer. We did not know who might be overhearing 
us, or what might follow. But, during the meeting, there fell 
upon me this impression: It is very strange that here, in this 
little room, at such a short notice, there should be met to- 
gether a representative of the leading missionary society in 
America, a representative of the largest missionary society in 
Protestant Europe, a representative of the Young Men’s Chris- 
tian Associations, and representatives of the clergymen of Amer- 
ica and England: and those seven—there were two Christian 
women among us—those seven to offer earnest prayer. 
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There are things that come into a man’s mind, we don’t know 
how, and somehow they form a part of it; and from that time I 
always went about saying quietly, I shall live to see the Gospel 
freely preached in Rome. 

Well, sir, I have paid other visits, in the interim, to Rome, but 
two years ago I entered that city as one of a deputation from the 
Evangelical Alliance, in company with the Rev. Donald Frazer, 
and the Hon. and Rey. Mr. Bligh. There was a railway platform in 
Rome. It was pleasant when I reached the platform in Cincinnati 
to see the faces of Bishop Simpson and Brother Sargent and others, 
but you will pardon any lack of politeness if Isay that it was even 
pleasanter to see fifteen men of different Christian denominations 
gather to welcome a deputation of the Evangelical Alliance in 
Rome. One of the first things they said to us was, We are 
going to give you a reception to-night in the Hotel d’ Angleterre 
—in that very hotel in which our prayer-meeting had been held 
twenty years before. And there that evening, within a few yards 
of the very room where the prayer-meeting was held, we were wel- 
comed by fifty men who were all employed in working for the 
spread of the Gospel in the city of Rome, and working in as per- 
fect freedom and protection by the law as if they had been in 
the city of Cincinnati. Dr. Prime, of the “New York Obsery- 
er,” was there, and Dr. Vernon was there, with others of your | 
own agents. 

Shall I mention, then, one scene more in connection with that 
country ? You haveall heard of the first constitutional prime min- 
ister of Italy—Massimo d’Azeglio—and one of the most remarkable 
men ever produced in any country—a man great in several kinds 
of fame, with one of those heads that seem as if the Great Architect 
had made them for the purpose of extraordinary thought. I re- 
member one night, in the year 1860, in the midst of a dense crowd, 
that man strangely found time to talk tome. Naples was then 
still under the power of its terrible king, and I said something 
about it. He said that reminded him of something, but I will 
not quote the expression. J replied, when I was in Naples the 
palace of the king seemed the most emblematical building I ever 
saw. ‘What do you mean?” said he. I answered: He had the 
emblems of all his powers about him. On this end of his palace 
there was an arsenal; that represented force. Here on this other 
end of the palace the theater—the next instrument of his power, 
corruption. Here under the portico of the palace the public let- 
ter-writer, whom I saw with my own eyes writing letters for 
women clothed in silk and in satin, too. ‘The next instrument of 
his power—popular ignorance. ‘“ Yes,” he said. I hesitated for 
a moment before giving a final touch, but he uttered the exact 
sentence I was going to utter. On the other side, the Jesuit 
Church, the final instrument of his power—-superstition. 

Well, sir, in the month of April last, within a pistol shot of 
that place, I sat in what was called a synod, that was the meeting 
of our two Methodist districts. There were about twenty-three 
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Italian ministers, with one or two English ones: and into the 
midst of that meeting walked a deputation of ministers and labor- 
ers of other denominations. It was a little ecumenical conference 
in its own way, and there, before that united meeting of Italians 
of all sorts, from Calabria, Central Italy, and Piedmont, there 
came a great strong man, strong in the Methodist sense with 
might in the inner man, without any flourishes, who felt called 
upon to tell how he had been converted in Ireland, and in Liver- 
pool forced out to preach the gospel, trained in England, and 
sent to India to begin your mission there, and been guided to Mexico 
to begin a work for you and in your name; and as William But- 
ler went on telling these details, so like what might be told in a 
good conference love-feast in any part of the world, I felt, This 
is a very different scene from the scenes in Naples, when I was 
there first, and so I exclaimed, “‘ What hath God wrought !” 

In the name of my own conference, in the names of our mis- 
sion stations, of our brethren in France and Switzerland, of our 
brethren in Africa, Australia, and the islands of the sea, where 
the Churches spring up like willows by the water-courses, in the 
name of my brethren all over the world, I say, “ Peace be within 
thy walls, and prosperity within thy palaces.” In the name of 
many a little company, meeting this night in class; some among the 
mines of Cornwall, some beneath the monuments of Rome, I say, 
Neglect not, forsake not, despise not, the assembling of yourselves 
together. Be the people of whom it shall be recorded that they 
spake often one to another. A people that leaves all the speak- 
ing to the official speakers is not a people who will be very 
strong. In the name, then, of these little flocks, I say, Speak often 
one to the other. In the name of many a lonely missionary 
whose hands are weak, and whose flock is thin, who stands singly 
in the midst of multitudes of the unbaptized, and wonders when , 
another will come to help him, I say, Love the missions, pray and 
work for the foreign missions. 

O, with what pleasure have I looked upon your General Con- 
ference! With what intense pleasure have I looked into the eyes 
of your brethren, upon whom had I looked twenty-five years ago, 
the thought would have arisen, “ Are these citizens or chattels?” 
But now, thank God, I know these are not chattels; they are 
citizens, and they are brethren. 

I cannot tell what I felt yesterday morning, as Mrs. Fisk said 
to me, pointing to a figure in white gliding around the Confer- 
ence, “ That is the Hindu brother.” For some time after that I 
saw neither Bishop nor secretary, layman nor elder. I saw no- 
body but that Hindu brother, and behind him two hundred 
and forty millions of his countrymen. If you are forty mill- 
ions and more, they are two hundred and forty millions and 
more. I saw them all behind him; their black eyes coming up, 
and the eyes of their unborn children coming up in the ages to 
. follow, each eye shedding on your heads a ray of responsibility. 
- And I pray God to grant that that man may be the firstfruits 
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of a great multitude that no man can number. In the name of all 
these people, then, I say, Go on working for the foreign missions. 
And in the name of the young men that are coming into the min- 
istry, I say, Keep up the evangelistic spirit; lead them on. In 
the name of the old patriarchs who sit on the threshold of the Lord’s 
house below, not knowing what moment they shall pass into the 
better sanctuary and join the greater congregation above—in the 
name of many who are now in my eye, of whom it may be some 
already have crossed the flood, I say, Take up the old Methodist 
word, in the old Methodist spirit— 
“Come, let us anew our journey pursue, 


Roll round with the year, 
And never stand still till the Master appear.” 


——————_<+eoe—_____ 


12..—Journal, page 128. 
ADDRESS OF REV. FREDERICK W. MACDONALD. 


Dunrine the few days I have spent in this country I have been 
studying resemblances and differences between men and things as 
I see them here and as I am acquainted with them at home. I 
may at least refer to one resemblance by which I have been very 
deeply impressed. It is that deeper resemblance, that family 
likeness, which is the sign and seal of veritable spiritual kinship. 
This sense of kinship is among our precious possessions. There 
are so many influences at work to divide and separate men that 
we ought surely to cherish every thing that goes to strengthen 
the unity and the bond of peace. 

There are ties manifold to which references have been made, 
and they are all valuable—ties of language and of race; but the 
special tie by which the hearts of the Methodist people are linked 
to each other throughout the world is a tie of deep significance 
to us, and makes a people of the same promise and of the same 
perfect charity at large. 

In proportion as our interior life and love are strengthened we 
are prepared, we are educated, we are carried on to that large, 
catholic love for the whole family of God in Jesus Christ, which 
is the very bond of perfectness in the Church below. Let us 
cherish the common love and life we have now, and hurry on 
the bond among all the Churches of our Saviour. 

I have realized, sir, as never before, the magnitude of the com- 
mission to which John Wesley was called of God. If that com- 
mission had had no other results than are to be found in the di- 
rect and indirect influence of Methodism in the British Isles, it 
would still have been one of the greatest and most beneficent com- 
missions intrusted to man; for in England, more than any other 
country, they who would estimate the influence of Methodism 
must take into account the remoter results as well as the direct 
ones. Just as hidden streams are traced by the verdure to which 
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they give birth, so the more indirect influence of Methodism may 
be traced in the quickened life of all the Churches on British 
soil. But, if we pass from our own isle, the work of Methodism 
is surely one of the marvels of the world’s history. 

But it is not the actual achievements of Methodism in America, 
as great as they may be, that most deeply impress and almost 
awe a visitor; it is the promise, the pretentious promise, which 
every thing in this land bears with reference to your future. 

You have had the inestimable advantage of beginning your 
Church life with the birthof the nation. We had to commence in an 
old nation—a young Church in an old country. You area young 
Church ina young nation. When we were born the institutions of 
our land were fixed and tenacious. You were born in time to help 
draw the plans and lay the foundation of your national existence. 

I hardly know whether to envy you your opportunities, or to 
tremble at your responsibilities. Your land is only beginning to 
be peopled. Your forty millions might be multiplied by ten and 
ten again, and you would not burden the soil. It has been yours 
to welcome, in the name of Christianity, the emigrants from al- 
most every country in the world; you have met them on your 
shores, and you have accompanied them to every settlement. 
You have gone with the farmer, and the miner, and the shepherd, 
and what has been your reward? It has been in the strong, wide- 
spread, hopeful, and healthy organization of your Church, which, 
with its points of advantage and enterprise, has already mapped 
out and assigned the country. 

And when these great Territories, whose strange musical names 
charm my ear—Arizona, Montana, and all the rest—when they 
are filled with people, when they possess all the wealth that labor 
gives rise to, what will be your reward? An enlarged sense of 
citizenship? Something better than that. Your reward will be 
that your thousands will be tens of thousands, and your tens of 
thousands will be hundreds of thousands, and your Churches, 
your schools, your parsonages, your colleges, will cover the whole 
continent; and you will, by God’s blessing, infuse power into the 
whole life of a great people, and the strongest elements of Chris- 
tian character and worth which ever a Church has been allowed 
to impart to a great and vigorous people. 

It is plain, from your present and past history, that, whatever 
may be the extent of your operations and of your successes on 
this continent, they will not suffice you. They have not sufficed 
you already. You have taken up your position in the farther 
East as well as your own wonderful West. And by and by you 
will do so on a large scale, and you will pay back to the Old 
World, after a very handsome sort, if you will allow me to say it, 
that for which you are indebted to the Old World. There are 
debts, brethren, which it is an honor to acknowledge, even before 
one is able to pay them. There are debts which, it seems to me, 
it would be graceful to acknowledge even before pay-day and 
the time of settlement arrive. 
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When I look upon American civilization, its literature, its pol- 
itics, I need not prove to you your debt of obligation to the Old 
World. Your literature links you to England, your jurispru- 
dence joins you to Rome, and your religion is God’s gift to you 
from Jerusalem, where God’s Son consummated his sacrifice. . 
How shall you pay that to the Old World? Not only, as you are 
doing now, with the produce of your fields, and your countless 
factories, but with such a band of missionary labor and holy be- 
neficent toil as shall hasten, in the regeneration of the heathen 
world, the downfall of the last stronghold of sin, and the fulfilling 
of our highest hopes. God hasten such a time! 

Be sure it is not in our way at home to grieve or grudge for 
one moment the ever-enlarging prosperity of the American peo- 
ple. Your kinsmen across the sea are counting upon you for, 
Christ in a way which it would delight you to feel and know. 
As we see the terrible records of history, and look upon the civ- 
ilization of the Old World, our hopes and prayers reach out ever 
more and more toward you for the alliance of heart and soul, 
which is ordained, in the cause of Christ, for righting the wrongs 
which distress a suffering world. After the indications which 
meet us of your wealth and progress, we are most confident that 
God has prepared here in his New World a benediction which 
shall by and by, in still larger measure, be poured out upon the 
elder populations of the earth. 

And is not this—let me say it for us Englishmen as well as you 
Americans—is not this the true bearing of our Christian patriot- 
ism? I know that the word patriotism on our side of the Atlan- 
tic—I am sure it is so on that side of the Atlantic—the word pa- 
triotism has had many disastrous periods in its history. Itisaterm 
that has been associated with some of not the choicest specimens 
of humanity, and with transactions of not the highest virtue and 
glory; and, therefore, a word of somewhat damaged reputation 
requires to be judiciously and tenderly handled. I was about to 
say there is a need of Christianizing throughout Christendom the 
somewhat heathen virtue of patriotism. For, as the records of 
the world plainly show, patriotism has been made up of a too 
large proportion of strong conceit of self, and a supreme contempt 
for the rights of others. How very sensitive the patriotism of 
nations has been in reference to their rights! Patriotism has been 
invoked to sanction almost every kind of injustice and wrong, 
emulating liberty itself in the crimes that have been committed 
in its name. 

But, for all that, we may not throw our patriotism away, and 
ape the manner of those who cynically term patriotism a worn- 
out thing. We will purge our patriotism of all base and evil 
elements, and, instead of setting our hearts upon our nation’s 
wealth, its military prowess, its numbers and population, we will 
toil and pray for our nation’s growth in righteousness, and growth 
not only in numbers, but in the virtue of its people. It matters 
not what elements of material greatness are at a people’s com- 
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mand, if they are inwardly corrupt and base, no amount of skill 
can long delay their decline and fall from among the nations. — 

I sat a short time ago upon the broad embankment which 
guards our small but ancient river, the Thames, and I sat and 
looked upon the venerable but last visitor, the obelisk, the pillar 
of Cleopatra. It had been brought from the banks of the Nile 
and set up on the banks of the Thames. There it stands to keep 
watch over the city, making nothing of two thousand years’ sleep 
in the sand, waking up like a sentinel that has dozed for a minute 
or two, and waking up to watch over the nation’s life. What 
has it seen since it was carved with those strange characters? It 
has seen the Pharaohs, Alexander, the Cesars, the Mohammed- 
ans. It has seen Greece, Rome, and Arabia pass like visions be- 
fore it. Why, why do they pass? The Pharaohs were rich, and 
the Greeks had genius, and the Romans knew how to govern, and 
the Arabs had fiery valor; but they have followed one after an- 
other into the sepulcher where nations are buried, where moral 
corruption lays them low. ‘They died for want of righteousness, 

And no nation, whatever be its natural resources, shall survive 
the action of those divinely appointed laws by which righteous- 
ness is made to exalt a nation, and sin to be a reproach to any 
people. 

O sir, it is a joy to work not only for the saving of men in 
their individual capacity, but it is a joy to work for the life of 
nations, to seek to purge its life from all evil and vice, from in- 
temperance, fraud, deception, and corruption. 

That is our toil, saving individuals by the way, until at length 
the kingdoms of the world shall become the kingdoms of our 
Lord, and of his Christ. And to whom, in ancient or in modern 
times, has God given louder calls or fairer opportunities than to 
yourselves? 

And let me just say a word as to some of the cheering signs 
which we have with us on our side of the water. The Address of 
the Conference, which you have heard, is undoubtedly pitched in 
a somewhat sober key, and there is abundant foundation for that, 
but it is not possible even for a Conference document to contain 
every thing, and therefore it is not presumptuous for me to say 
that there are other aspects of our life and time than those which 
even the skill and experience of Conference secretaries know how 
to embody in documents of a reasonable length. 

There are, in addition, some things and signs to which I may 
be permitted briefly to refer. 

For instance, we think we see that philosophy, the higher in- 
tellectual life in the world, is drawing back from the land of frost- 
bitten atheism toward which it seemed to be traveling. This is 
partly reaction, and partly the result of the manly toil of Chris- 
tian scholars among us who have not been afraid to speak with 
the enemy at the gate, and partly the result of the lives of thou- 
sands of believers who know nothing about philosophy, ‘and pos- 
sibly care less, but who contribute every day by their lives some 
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of the strongest arguments against such philosophy. And under 
these influences it seems that philosophy, feeling the preliminary 
chill of that bourne to which she was traveling, has shaken her- 
self together, and has sought the path again along which we 
think her honored in traveling. 

Then, again, there is our Board of National Education. We 
Englishmen are obliged to speak penitently upon that. It is lam- 
entable to think how slowly our scheme of education followed 
our political scheme, so that, as one of our statesmen said, we 
must educate our masters now. 

Yes, there are healthy signs in the Church of Christ which it is 
a pleasure to record. There is the activity in Christian benefi- 
cence, and the vigor in the production of biblical literature, 
which I more than set off against the dainty dilletante agnosticism 
of some of the writers of the day. 

There is one exceedingly hopeful sign which my brethren here 
will join me in rejoicing over. There has been a wonderful dim- 
inution in the amount of fine preaching among us for some time 
past. Eloquence has been decaying and dying out at a rate that 
does not even alarm us, so willing are we to let it go. It is not 
so necessary as youthful orators are in the habit of thinking. I 
believe there is more sincerity and more meaning business in the 
preachers of England at the present day. 

Among the Churches generally there is more fellowship and 
right good will, more brotherliness and co-operation, and as we 
know we are representing and serving the common Lord, we do 
not care to map and count the proportion in which each Church 
is contributing toward the Christianizing of the nations. 

We are doing our own business, and leaving the fine analysis 
until there is time to go into such details. Meanwhile, we are 
glad that from our various Churches there is pouring into our 
nation’s life from day to day that which is surely raising it from 
the bondage of sin, and bringing it into the kingdom of Christ. 

It is as you have seen it in some mountainous country. The 
streams from the hills may meet in the bosom of the lake below. 
You saw the streams as they descended, some leaping, some glid- 
ing gently down. But when once they have gathered into the 
lake, you cannot select out your streams and portion them out to 
their respective mountains. So from our Zion streams are gath- 
ered that go into the bosom of the nation below, watering it and 
cleansing it, and we do not care to ask in what exact proportion 
our hill-tops condensed and drew down the waters of life. 

In our own beloved Methodist Church there is great peace, 
thank God! Love and joy and liberality, and, in these days of 
troubled thought it is no small mercy from God that we are 
not being plagued and vexed with heresy. We have not a 
man among us that the freest critic would venture to call a her- 
etic. It may be we are such plain men that we have not such 
fine-drawn wits as heretics are made out of. It may be we are 
such plodding men that we have not the idleness, or leisure, let 
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-us call it, to go into heresy. But, while there are men in our 
ministry whom God seems to have detached and told off into spe- 
cial intellectual service in the kingdom of Christ, the vast major- 
ity of us are more than glad not to be called upon to attend to 
watch words, but to preach the Gospel to men’s hearts, knowing 
we have allies in human souls for that work; allies in the con- 
science, in the hopes and fears of men; allies that, though they 
may slumber long, seldom fail to awake and help us when we 
stand at the gate and blow a challenge that they can hear and 
understand. We are thankful thus to preach the Gospel. 

One of our wants—may I say it, being four thousand miles 
from some of the active functionaries of the British Conference, 
may I say it?—is, economy; and simplicity would be welcome to 
us. About every other year another column has been added to 
our schedules. You know what that means. Another column of 
statistics, another series of returns, another series of checks is de- 
vised, to be waded through by the hard, over-worked brethren. 
The genius of our best men has been employed, wisely and well- 
employed, in complicating Methodism. 

I believe that Methodism will follow the linguistic law that many 
of you understand so well. As languages have passed from the 
crude condition of mere roots into the high inflected condition, 
and then finally have shaken off all useless terminations, so, per- 
haps, it may be with Methodism. 

At first it was simply noble; then came the time of complica- 
tion, and, if the analogy is good for any thing, there shall come 
a time of more simplicity. Then shall we young men be thank- 
ful that our lot was cast in with Methodism. 

Seriously, brethren, you know what our want is, and, perhaps, 
yours too—the gift of the Holy Ghost. We have a wide-spread 
agency, we have good and honest men, aye, wise and noble men. 
If our field is not large, we think something of it in other respects, 
and we need but the supreme, pentecostal gift to fill up the meas- 
ure of our joy, and the perfection of our prosperity. 

Do not accuse me of observing days and weeks unduly, when I 
. remind you that this day is the day in the calendar of our Lord’s 
ascension. I could not but think to-day that, after he had gone 
up into heaven, his disciples returned to Jerusalem with great 
joy. With joy because they had lost him, and their communion 
with him was over? No, but with joy that now, at least, they 
had found him, and their communion was to be free from 
all check of time and earthly economy, and he was to be with 
them for evermore. So they returned with exceeding joy, the 
Lord working with them. 

And that 1s as true for us as for them, and gives a wider life 
and meaning to our founder’s maxim, “The best of all is, God is 
with us.” 
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13.—Journal, page 356, 


REPLY OF THE GENERAL CONFERENCE OF 1880 TO THE 
ADDRESS OF THE BRITISH WESLEYAN CONFERENCE. 


Honored Fatruers And Breruren: Grace be unto you, and peace 
from God our Father, and our Lord Jesus Christ. 

It is with the greatest satisfaction and pleasure that we have 
received your Fraternal Address, and have welcomed among us 
the beloved brethren who brought us your kindly greetings, and 
have spoken to us many soul-stirring words. It was a special 
gratification to have present among us again, after the lapse of a 
quarter of a century, the distinguished and venerable William 
Arthur, who in his former official visit left with us hallowed in-. 
fluences which can never be forgotten. His writings have been 
an inspiration to multitudes; his noble words, uttered in the hour 
of our country’s peril, are treasured in the hearts of American 
patriots; his praise is in all our Churches, and his presence with 
us at this General Conference has been a benediction. Nor can 
we too highly compliment the genial Christian spirit, vigorous 
thought, and moving eloquence of the Rev. F. W. Macdonald, 
whom you deputed as the companion of Mr. Arthur, and whose 
able and thrilling address before our Conference will be a lasting 
honor both to himself and to you. 

We give thanks to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ for the gracious favor and manifold blessings he has be- 
stowed upon you and upon the interests of our common Meth- 
odism in all the world. To your venerable body our hearts 
turn as to the mother of us all, and we greatly rejoice in all your 
work and labor of love. 

We notice with much interest the introduction of lay repre- 
sentation into your Conference, and doubt not that the temporal 
and spiritual interests of the Church will be promoted thereby. 
We have found, after fair trial, that our brethren of the laity are 
a most valuable and efficient element in our General Conference. 
They are strongly attached to our doctrines and polity; and we 
believe they act as a conserving bond of power upon our general 
system. ‘Their counsels and activity have shown to great advan- 
tage in the various benevolent enterprises of the Church, and 
we are now deliberating plans for their representation in our 
Annual Conferences. ; 

We gratefully rejoice in the success which has thus far at- 
tended your measures to create a Thanksgiving Fund, which 
shall be a Church Redemption and Church Extension Fund, and 
a Memorial, as well as a great connectional Thank-Offering. — 
This grand conception was worthy of the great Wesleyan Con- 
nection of England, and the remarkable results of the movement 
in a time of commercial depression is assurance that the Church 
is not unmindful of her opportunities and her power. 
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During the past quadrennium our Church has been active in 
carrying forward her missionary work at home and abroad. 
Notwithstanding the long period of financial depression, the debt 
upon our missionary treasury, which four years ago was over 
$262,000, has been reduced to about $63,000. With the excep- 
tion of Bulgaria, where our work was interrupted by the war 
between Russia and Turkey, our foreign missions have been. 
steadily advancing in influence and power. In Mexico, South 
America, Africa, Italy, Switzerland, Germany, Denmark, Nor- 
way and Sweden, India, China, and Japan, our brethren are 
vigorously assailing the strongholds of darkness, and building up 
the institutions of a pure, scriptural Christianity. In many of 
these fields our Woman’s Foreign Missionary Society has been a 
most efficient helper, collecting and disbursing thousands of -dol- 
lars annually for the redemption of the downtrodden women of 
heathen lands from the ignorance and degradation in which they 
have been held so long. 

Our Board of Church Extension has been doing praiseworthy 
service in building churches, especially in the South and on the 
Western frontier. Our Freedmen’s Aid Society continues active 
operations in educating the colored people of the Southern States. 
Our Sunday-School Union and Tract Society exhibit growing zeal 
and success in all parts of the country, and are spreading their 
publications by the million. Most of our Literary Institutions 
are enjoying a commendable prosperity, and some of them have 
greatly increased their permanent endowment and the facilities 
for their work. Our Publishing Houses are constantly issuing 
works of standard value, and our periodicals are circulated and 
read among hundreds of thousands. By these various agencies, 
and by the regular ministry of the word, the Gospel has had great 
triumph among us, and during the last quadrennium our statistics 
show a net increase of 713 traveling preachers, 119,745 members, 
and 1,322 church buildings, which is more than one church for 
every working day in the four years. 

It is with humble gratitude to Almighty God that we note the 
number and magnitude of these several departments of our Chris- 
tian work. These have grown upon us as, from all parts of our 
broad land, and also from other lands, have come to us the press- 
ing Macedonian calls for help. And yet, with all this, we feel 
that we are falling far short of our possibilities, and we have 
constant need to admonish one another of our duties and respon- 
sibilities. 

We reciprocate the feeling of responsibility which you express 
in view of the enemies of our holy religion. Antichrist appears 
in many forms—in a worldly spirit creeping into some of the 
Churches; in a sensuous luxury “ which eats the core from manly 
virtue;” in a materialistic philosophy; in the pretensions of sci- 
ence falsely so called; in Popish and Jesuitical cunning active 
against the institutions of civil and religious liberty; in the 
rationalistic speculation turned against the doctrines of the Gos- 
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pel. These forms of evil, as well as those more open and viru- 
lent, call upon us, according to our position and influence among 
evangelical Churches, to contend earnestly for the faith once 
delivered to the saints. We should be untrue to the spirit of 
Methodism, and unworthy of our noble fathers, should we show 
ourselves careless or indifferent when threatened by so many 
enemies. Let us duly appreciate the power of organized action 
and of sanctified learning. Let us hold with undying love to 
our Discipline and polity, so efficient under God for Christian 
work. Let us more and more cherish our doctrines, so practical 
and potent, and our personal experience of the salvation of God 
in Christ. 

During this session of our General Conference, an Ecumenical 
Conference, composed of representatives from eleven different 
Methodist bodies, and at which your delegates were present and 
spoke, has recommended the holding of a Methodist Ecumenical 
Conference, in City Road Chapel, London, some time in the 
summer of 1881. We doubt not the holding of such a Confer- 
ence will result in strengthening the ties which bind us to each 
other, and in fitting us all for more thorough and efficient work 
in spreading scriptural holiness through the world. 


IRISH METHODIST CHURCH. 


14.—Journal, page 115, 


REPORT OF FRATERNAL DELEGATES TO THE IRISH METH- 
ODIST CHURCH. 


To THE GENERAL CONFERENCE OF THE Mrruopist Episcopa 
CHURCH. 


THE undersigned, appointed according to the order of the Gen- 
eral Conference of 1876, to attend the Irish Wesleyan Confer- 
ence, as Fraternal Delegate from this body, regrets to report 
that, on account of other imperative official duties, he was unable 
to be present at the session of the Irish Conference. The Address 
of the General Conference, and other official papers, were, how- 
ever, duly forwarded, and, as we have learned, were kindly re- 
ceived. 
Respectfully, Tuomas Bowman. 
May 6, 1880. 


478 Journal of the General Conference. [1880. 


1 5,—Journal, page 115. 


CREDENTIAL OF THE FRATERNAL DELEGATE, 


To tur Bisnors or tHE Merruopisr EriscopaL CHURCH IN 
AMERICA, AND TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN: 


Tur Rev. Wallace M’Mullen is hereby accredited as appointed 
by the last Conference of the Methodist Church in Ireland, to 
be its representative to the next General Conference of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church in America, and to convey to that 
Conference its fraternal greetings. 

JosepH W. M’Kay, 


Secretary of the Irish Conference. 
BELFAST, March, 1880. 


—— 6 


16.—sournal, page 115. 
ADDRESS OF THE IRISH METHODIST CONFERENCE. 


Derarty BrLovep Breruren: We hail with lively pleasure the 
return of the season when, according to the custom which has 
now become established between us, it is our privilege to ad- 
dress to you our fraternal greetings, and to inform you of God’s 
dealings with us during the interval since we last addressed 
you. 

It is no small encouragement to us in the prosecution of our 

‘difficult work to know that you so readily appreciate our difficul- 

ties and so kindly accord to us your loving sympathy. We 
thank you for your reference to the enrichment of American 
Methodism through our labors. Under the pressure of the great 
discouragement that has sometimes arisen in view of the fact 
that we find it impossible to garner all the fruit of our own hus- 
bandry, it has always been a relief to us to know that the thou- 
sands of our promising members who left us were not lost to the 
Methodist branch of Christ’s Church, but that they found a con- 
genial home with you, where they had their faith and piety nur- 
tured by the labors of your faithful ministers, and their godly 
zeal and enterprise stimulated by the example of your earnest 
and devoted members. 

We have learned with great satisfaction that a large measure 
of prosperity in your work still blesses you. The marvelous out- 
pouring of the Divine Spirit, of which you speak, has, we trust, 
been continued with increasing power and copiousness, so as to 
fill all your Churches with the richest fruits’ of grace, and make 
each one a center of divine power and blessing. With such an 
extensive work as yours, it is impossible to estimate the good to 
the world which may flow from a great revival. 

It would have gladdened us very much to have had the privi- 
lege of a visit from your honored representatives to the British 
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Conference, and to have heard from their lips of God’s good 
dealings with you. Former visits of this kind have been so 
highly prized by us, and by our people, that we are unwilling to 
forego the delight and profit which accrue from them. We hope 
that it may be found practicable in future to make such arrange- 
ments as will secure to us this privilege. It is important to 
maintain every thing which tends to increase the “close and af- 
fectionate fraternity ” between us. 

In the last Address forwarded to you from this branch of the 
connection it was said: “ We are cheered by the near prospect of 
union between ourselves and the other principal body of Meth- 
odists in Ireland.” You have, no doubt, already learned, and it 
is our joy now officially to inform you, that the union then con- 
templated has been carried into effect. Though in the foregoing 
part of this Address reference has been made to former Addresses 
sent by us or received from you, yet in fact the Conference 
which now addresses you is not identical with the Conference 
which formerly did so. This Address comes from the Conference 
of the now united Wesleyan Methodist and Primitive Wesleyan 
Methodist Connections. We are persuaded that it will not be 
less acceptable to you on this account; we know how many min- 
isters and members of your Church have longed for such a union 
as this, and how they have sought to stimulate and encourage us 
with reference to it. 

The union was accomplished during the session of the two 
Conferences in Dublin, twelve months ago. It was preceded by 
very grave and earnest debate, in which free utterance was given 
to the reasons for and against; but it was at length agreed upon 
with a hearty unanimity, which was cause for devout thanksgiving 
to the God of all grace. 

The coming together of the two Conferences, and the public 
official ratification and announcement of the union, was an occa- 
sion long to be remembered by all who took part in or witnessed 
the proceedings. 

It was indeed good to be there. The spirit of a new conse- 
cration seemed to animate the assembly, and every heart beat 
high with the holy ambition to promote more largely, by means | 
of a united Methodism, the glory of our common Master, and the 
well-being of our native land. 

It would have been too much to expect that all practical diffi- 
culties which needed to be smoothed away in order to the com- 
plete amalgamation of the two connections should disappear as if 
by magic as soon as the union was formally resolved upon and 
declared; but it is with profound gratitude that at this, our first 
united Conference, we are able to say that the difficulties have, 
for so far, proved less formidable than was anticipated, and that 
we cherish a lively hope that they will be all surmounted more 
speedily than a year ago we had supposed possible. 

We have set ourselves earnestly and unitedly to the task of 
such a re-arrangement of our work as will enable us with greater 


480 Journal of the General Conference. [1880. 


efficiency to cover the whole ground formerly occupied by both 
the Conferences. The question of funds is, of course, an import- 
ant question with us in these re-arrangements. The financial 
distress, of which you speak as every-where prevailing, is very 
deeply felt by us, but we also can say that both pastors and peo- 
ple have shown themselves ready to make sacrifices that “the 
work of God be not hindered.” 

Considering the liberal interest which you have taken in the 
educational institutions of Irish Methodism, it would not be fit- 
ting for us to omit a brief reference to them. We are thankful 
+o say that, notwithstanding the great commercial depression, 
which has considerably affected the financial interests of other 
institutions of the same class, we are able to report most favora- 
bly concerning them. The college at Belfast maintains its high 
character as a general educational establishment, while the special 
benefits which it confers upon the candidates for our ministry 
are each year becoming more marked and more highly prized. 
Heretofore the exigencies of our work have prevented our ex- 
tending those benefits to all our candidates, but we hope to be 
able to make such arrangements as will in future provide for 
this. 

The connectional school in Dublin has during the past year 
taken a new departure. 

Very commodious premises have been erected adjacent to our 
noble Centenary Chapel, in Stephen’s Green, and in these prem- 
ises this old, tried, and successful institution is entering upon a 
new career of usefulness. The only drawback to our pleasure 
in recording this is that, partly through the great commercial 
depression of the times, and partly through unforeseen circum- 
stances, which have necessarily considerably increased the in- 
tended outlay, a heavy building debt lies upon the institution. 
Our confidence is strong that this will only be a temporary em- 
barrassment. 

Though we are not able to report an increase of Church mem- 
bers, yet the year now closing has not been spiritually unfruitful. 
On several of our circuits and stations there have been very gra- 
cious visitations, for which we devoutly thank God. We look 
with hope to the labors of the coming year for more abundant 
results. 

We heard with great satisfaction of the suggestions for the 
holding of an Ecumenical Methodist Conference, which you have 
submitted to the consideration of the British Conference. We 
have no doubt that the holding of such a Conference, under suit- 
able conditions, would “tend in many ways to a closer alliance, a 
warmer fraternity, and a fuller co-operation” among the various 
branches of the great Methodist family. We hope to hear, in 
due time, that any practical difficulties which may seem to lie in 
the way of carrying out your proposals have been overcome, and 
that the Conference will be held. We shall be glad to co-oper- 
ate in any way in our power. 
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In accordance with our promise in our last Address, we depute 
one of our brethren to convey to you our fraternal greetings as 
well by word of mouth as by this letter. The Rev. Wallace 
M’Mullen, to whom we assign this duty, is well acquainted with 
all our affairs, and has our entire confidence. 

We earnestly pray that your coming together at your ap- 
proaching General Conference may be a season of wondrous 
grace, and be followed by unexampled prosperity throughout 
the extensive territory which, as a Church, you have taken pos- 
session of in the name of Christ. 

Signed on behalf and by order of the Conference, 

JosEPH W. M’Kay, Secretary. 

BELFAST, June, 1879, 


1'7 .—vournal, page 128, 
ADDRESS OF REV. WALLACE M’MULLEN. 


BisHor Smreson, AND My FatuEers AND Bretruren: I think I 
may interpret the applause just given as meaning such a welcome 
as was given me on my first circuit on my first visit to one of 
my preaching places. A fine old Christian gentleman, looking 
for the preacher, seemed to recognize the horse I drove, and he 
stepped up, and, grasping my hand, said, “ You are welcome for 
your Master’s sake.” And then, shaking my hand again, and with 
a different voice, he said, “ You are welcome, sir, for your own 
sake, too.” 

I have wondered much since I landed that I could not feel 
like a stranger in a strange land, or so far from home. The wel- 
comes I have received, and the absence of all reserve, make me 


feel that I am among my own people, and that feeling is very . 


strong to-night. 

I am charged by my Conference to give expression to the 
esteem and cordial affection contained in the Address read by 
your Secretary. I think there is a danger that some idea may be 
entertained that they are formal. It would be a great pity for 
them to become formal. I am here to say that on our part they 
are not so; to assure you that what we say we mean. As we 
become more acquainted with the brethren in this great country 
and Church, we glorify God anew. We are grateful for the con- 
nection we have had ourselves with the rise and progress of this 
great cause. 

Before entering upon the proper subject to which my address 
shall be confined, I feel I must make a reference to another mat- 
ter, which I would ignore if I could. I refer to the distress which 
has existed for some time in my own country. I have been asked 
again and again if the tales people have heard are true. I cannot 
tell what you have heard. That the hand of God has been upon us 
in chastisement is an undoubted fact. But if it be represented 
that gaunt Famine is stalking over our land, and that the Govern- 
31 
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ment and the large landed proprietors are looking on without 
endeavoring to help, that is unquestionably false. Those of us 
who remember the devouring famine and the terrible pestilence 
of 1846-47, and who witnessed some of the most heartrending 
sights in connection with that time of famine and pestilence, 
stand utterly amazed at the bold disregard of truth which would 
report the distress of the present time as at all commensurate 
with that in extent or intensity. If any one has pictured people 
dying by hundreds all over the land, and charged this upon the 
Government and upon the landlords, all that I can say is that 
he has been talking arrant nonsense, and has been exhibiting 
more zeal for the cause of party than for the cause of humanity. 

While Brother Macdonald was speaking of patriotism I could 
not help thinking that to love one’s country is most commendable, 
and to do and dare what one can to defend one’s country is most 
praiseworthy; but some kinds of counterfeit patriotism that are 
sometimes exhibited are to be condemned. 

Men who rail at the Government, and then take office under it; 
who put up their political creed, and refrain from all legislation 
except to promote that creed; men who keep alive distrac- 
tion and strife in the community, and the memory of wrongs 
long since passed away—these are the men that sometimes claim 
to be the Tells, the Hampdens, and the Washingtons of a land. 
Alas, for any country in which such patriotism passes for the true! 

There should be a distinction between what is to be put down 
to the account of Ireland, and what to Rome. If men write upon 
Ireland, let them try to understand the subject. We hear a 
great deal about the Irish question, about Irish discontent, and 
Trish rebellion, Brethren, the loyalty is Irish; the sedition is 
Romish. The warm heart and the brotherly help are Irish; 

. the turbulence, discontent, the strife of angry passions, are 
Romish. 

The phrase, “Ireland is England’s difficulty,” has almost passed 
into a proverb. But, in truth, it is Rome that is England’s dif- 
ficulty. And is there no sense in which Rome will become 
America’s difficulty as well as that of England? The attacks 
upon your public schools, the turbulence in your large cities 
come they not from the identical cause from which the miseries 
of Ireland come? Come they not from Rome? If the springs 
of your social and civil life be pervaded by Rome, then farewell 
to your liberty. 

If time permitted I should like to say a few words as to how 
things here strike a stranger. 

_ I had read in your history of the wondrous growth of your 
institutions, and | may say in all sincerity that I was prepared to 
find a very great and powerful institution in this land under 
the name of the Methodist Episcopal Church; but I must confess 
I was not prepared for the impression made upon me since my 
arrival, as to the true power and character of this Church. 
find, from the conductor of the railway up to the President 
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of the United States, every body in the land seems to know 
what the General Conference is. And I dare say that the re- 
port of these proceedings will be read by more people than the 
report of the doings of any other ecclesiastical body on the face 
of the earth. 

If in your childhood you have put forth such efforts, what will 
you not have done when the continent is as thickly peopled as 
some of the Eastern States are now? What aresponsibility rests 
upon you! 

With reference to the branch of Methodism which I so un- 
worthily represent, I am sure if I came here to-night with a tale 
of defeat and decline, you would give me your kindly sympathy. 
But I come on no such errand. Our branch of Methodism ex- 
hibits no sign of feebleness; it is not in the sere and yellow leaf, 
but covered all over with the buds and promises of hope, which 
precede a certain and glorious fruitage. 

A considerable change has taken place in my habits of speak- 
ing of the Methodism of Ireland. In my early years I was in 
the habit of looking at tables of statistics. From them we 
should appear to be a very feeble folk, who number ministers 
by the hundred’ and members by the thousand. I have altered 
my habit of thinking. I no longer apologize. As I have 
become more fully acquainted with the work our Church has 
done in our own land I have also learned to realize what an im- 
pression Irish Methodism has made upon other lands. 

The total number of ministers at the present time in the Irish 
Conference is two hundred and forty-six; and the total number 
of members is twenty-five thousand. The number of ministers is 
probably not larger than that of some of your Annual Confer- 
ences, and the membership not more than half that of some of 
your Conferences. ; 

And yet Irish Methodism is a success. If, during the last 
forty years, the material prosperity of our country had kept pace 
with the spiritual, we would now number sixty-five thousand 
members. For the last forty years our population has been 
steadily declining, and we stand now where we stood seventy-five 
years ago. It is the result of migration. We have given at 
least thirty-two thousand Church members to other lands, and 
mainly to this land. We have lost in official members, and in 
the young. I wonder not that we have only twenty-five thou- 
sand Church members; I wonder that we are alive. 

To use an expression which I learned a few years ago from 
Dr. Curry, we have taken two “new departures” in the history of 
our Church during the last four years. One is the admission of 
lay representation to our Conference. I will not dwell upon 
that. The other was taken two years ago, and was the union of 
the Wesleyan Church and the Primitive Wesleyan Church. One 
of the most earnest impulses to this union came from this country 
from the former members of both Churches, It also received a 
powerful impetus from a pamphlet written by Rev. William 
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Arthur. We met again and again, we faced the difficulties, aud 
with great unanimity the union was effected. 

The circumstances of the recently disestablished Church of 
Treland cause some portions of the South and West to be entirely 
dependent upon our itinerancy (for we are an itinerant Church) 
for the Gospel. 

I have many things I would like to say, but I must close. 

I see no signs of the speedy breaking up of the ecclesiastical 
despotism under which our land groans. But the work we are 
doing in Ireland is not lost. It may be, the struggle will come 
to a Crisis sooner than we expect. The hosts are so intermingled 
that sometimes we can scarcely distinguish friends from foes. 
One thing is certain: we are girding ourselves for anew campaign, 
and we shall never rest so long as superstition is substituted for 
the Gospel, and mummery takes the place of worship, and lying 
wonders of relics are put instead of the Holy Ghost, and bap- 
tism is represented as synonymous with regeneration. 

And when by the grace of God, through the labors of the 
Methodist Church, and of all the other Churches having the same 
object in view, Ireland is truly converted to the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ, the prophet’s dream will be realized: “ Her hills will be 
as Lebanon and her valleys as Eden, her rivers as Jordan, her 
springs as Elon, and her God the Lord Jehovah.” 


—_—_++»—___. 


1 8.—Jou rnal, page 356. 


REPLY OF THE GENERAL CONFERENCE TO THE ADDRESS OF 
THE IRISH METHODIST CONFERENCE. 


REVEREND AND BELOVED BRETHREN: We greet you in the name 
of our Lord and Master. 
_ We acknowledge with heartfelt affection the reception of the 
Fraternal Address presented to us by your representative, the 
Rev. Wallace M’Mullen, whose presence among us, and personal 
address and greetings, confirmed your words of regard and sym- 
athy. It affords us great satisfaction to learn that the work of 
God is prospering under your labors. We welcome to the 
Christian fellowship which has grown up between your Confer- 
ence and ours the new members of your body, gained by the 
union of the Irish Wesleyan and Primitive Wesleyan Connec- 
tions, now so happily consummated. We cannot doubt that God 
has guided you in this matter, and that the benefits which will 
arise from the union of those so entirely of one mind and heart 
in God’s service must become more and more manifest. May 
God make you true yoke-fellows, consolidate you into one per- 
fect Church, and enrich you with all spiritual and temporal pros- 
erity! 
: We gratefully confess our obligations to Irish Methodism, and 
our admiration of its faith, courage, and patience under adverse 
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and depressing circumstances. We sympathize with you in your 
trials, and rejoice with you in the success that has made you so 
great a blessing to thousands of our common Methodism in your 
own land and in other lands. We rejoice to learn that your 
educational enterprises are in so prosperous a condition. Meth- 
odists every-where do wisely in making the most liberal provis- 
ion for the education of their children, and especially for those 
whom God calls to the ministry of the word. We shall hope 
that you may find yourselves masters of the situation in this new 
departure in educational effort in the capital of your nation. 

It gives us great satisfaction to report to you that the favor of 
God continues to attend our labors. During the quadrennium 
just passed we have had an increase, after deducting for deaths, of 
713 traveling preachers, and of 119,745 members. Our Church: 
buildings have increased 1,322, or more than one church for 
every working day of the past four years; and the good-will of 
the membership, in providing for the ministry, is shown by the 
fact that 672 parsonages have been built during the same period. 
After several years of great depression in commercial affairs and 
industrial pursuits, the country is blessed with renewed pros- 
perity. The benevolent organizations of our Church are prosper- 
ing under this better condition. The Missionary Society is 
nearly relieved from debt; the Church Extension is able to lend 
a helping hand to our growing work in the Southern and West- 
ern States; the Freedmen’s Aid Society is accomplishing a most 
beneficent work in affording educational facilities to the freed- 
men and their children; and our Sunday-school work is contrib- 
uting largely to the spiritual and moral growth of our constantly- 
increasing population. We ask you to join with us in praying 
that these agencies, under the continued blessing of God, may be 
made still more efficient in spreading righteousness throughout 
our land. 

We have been called to mourn the loss of honored and be- 
loved associates whose reputation and devotion to the cause of 
Christ was known to all. Of these, Bishop Janes, during a long 
career as a leader in our Church, had made his name a household 
word; Bishop Ames had impressed upon our organization some- 
thing of the breadth of his own far-reaching sagacity; and Bishop 
Gilbert Haven, whose independence and greatness of soul had en- 
deared him to the Church. Among others worthy to be named, 
who have passed from our company to the fellowship of the 
saints, were our senior Book Agent, Rev. Reuben Nelson, D.D., 
and our senior Missionary Secretary, Rev. Robert L. Dash- 
iell, D.D. Their departure admonishes us to be instant in sea- 
son and out of season in the work of the Lord. 

We commend to you our brother commissioned to bear to you 
our greetings, and who will supply by his personal communica- 
tions still further knowledge of our work, and evidence of the 
great love we bear you. 
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METHODIST CHURCH OF CANADA. 


1 9 .—Sou rnal, page 196. 


REPORT OF THE FRATERNAL DELEGATE TO THE METHODIST 
CHURCH OF CANADA. 


To THE GENERAL CONFERENCE OF THE Mrtnopist Episcopan 
CHURCH, ASSEMBLED IN CINCINNATI, Onto, May, 1880. 


Dear Fatuers AND BreturRen: In accordance with a resolu- 
tion adopted by the last General Conference, I was appointed by 
the Bishops Fraternal Delegate to the General Conference of 
-the Methodist Church of Canada. In pursuance of that appoint- 
ment, I visited that body at its session in Montreal, in September, 
1878. I received a most courteous and hearty welcome. Tues- 
day evening, September 11, was the time fixed for the reception 
of Fraternal Delegates. The spacious St. James-street Church 
was filled with an enthusiastic congregation of Methodists, who 
listened with evident interest to the Address of the General Con- 
ference, and to my own personal address, in which such facts 
and statistics were set forth as it was thought might best illus- 
trate the spirit, work, and responsibilities of our Church. 

I spent more than a week in Montreal—watching carefully— 
in the daily sessions of the General Conference, the working of 
their ecclesiastical system, as well as in delightful personal inter- 
course with the brethren composing that body. Their love of 
Methodist doctrine, their rigid adherence to good old Methodist 
usages, their fervor and missionary zeal, deeply impressed me. 
The Methodist Church of Canada is a great power in the Do- 
minion, and is abundantly equipped to do her full share in the 
work of Christian evangelization. The Conference appointed 
the Rev. E. B. Ryckman, D.D., one of their most distinguished 
and honored ministers, to bear fraternal greetings to this body. 

Respectfully submitted, SamuEL F, Urnam. 


—_——_»+e—____—- 


20.—Journal, page 196. 
CREDENTIALS OF DELEGATE. 


To tHe Bispors AND GENERAL CONFERENCE OF THE MerH- 
opist EriscopaL CHuRCcH IN THE UNITED Stares. 


REVEREND AND Dear Breturen: At the session of the General 
Conference of the Methodist Church of Canada, held in the city 
of Montreal, in September, 1878, the Rev, Edward B. Ryckman, 
D.D., was appointed Fraternal Delegate, to bear our brotherly 
greetings to the General Conference of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church in the United States, 
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Dr. Ryckman is a brother greatly beloved and esteemed among 
us, and we heartily commend him to your confidence and affection. 
Signed by order and on behalf of the General Conference. 
GrorcE Dovetas, President, 
A. Surueryanp, Secretary. 


——_+e4—___ 


21 .— Journal, page 196. 
ADDRESS OF THE METHODIST CHURCH OF CANADA. 


REVEREND AND Dear Farurrs anp Breruren: We gladly 
avail ourselves of the opportunity afforded by the meeting of our 
General Conference to acknowledge the fraternal message which 
we received by the hand of your honored delegate, the Rev. Dr. 
Upham, and to present our cordial greetings to the large division 
of the great Methodist army which you represent. “Grace be 
unto you, and peace from God, our Father, and the Lord Jesus 
Christ. We give thanks to God always for you all; making men- 
tion of you in our prayers; remembering without ceasing your 
work of faith, and labor of love, and patience of hope in our Lord 
Jesus Christ.” 

It has afforded us the highest gratification to hear of your sue- 
cess in the different fields of Christian work to which the Master 
has called you. Your missionary operations in all the great di- 
visions of the globe are noble evidences of Christian zeal and 
liberality, which have already been crowned with results that tri- 
umphantly attest the approval of the Captain of our salvation. 
The wide extent of your country, and the vast numbers from 
Europe and Asia who are seeking homes within your borders, 
impose mighty obligations upon your Church to make suitable 
provision for the religious instruction of these incoming multi- 
tudes. We cannot, therefore, but admire the lofty faith and far- 
reaching sympathy which have prompted you, in spite of these 
pressing claims of your home mission work, to raise the standard 
of Immanuel in so many distant regions where heathen darkness 
still enshrouds myriads who know not the name of the world’s 
Redeemer. 

The numerous educational institutions which your Church has 
established for the literary and religious education of the young, 
and the ample provision of an instructive and wholesome litera- 
ture, in the form of books and periodicals, evince a wise fore- 
' sight, and a just comprehension of the demands of the age in 
which we live. It is important, in these times of doubt and ques- 
tioning, that our people should know whom they have believed, 
and be able to give a reason for the hope which they cherish. 

We are thankful to be able to say that during the last four 
years our Church has enjoyed a good degree of prosperity. The 
union consummated at our last General Conference has been at- 
tended by the happiest results. After supplying the losses from 
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all causes, we report an increase of about twenty thousand in our 
membership, with a proportionate addition to the ranks of our 
ministry. But the commercial depression, of which you speak in 
your address, has been also felt in Canada, and has made it more 
difficult for us to meet the outlay which the prosecution of our 
various Church enterprises renders necessary. Yet, considering 
the times, we are bound to say that the liberality of our people 
has been creditable to their piety and their sympathy with all 
departments of our work. 

Our missions in Japan, commenced at the same time as those 
of your own Church, have been favored by encouraging tokens 
of the divine blessing. The labors of our missionaries among the 
Indian tribes of this country have yielded rich fruits, which amply 
vindicate the divine adaptation of the Gospel of Christ to all 
classes of sinners. 

Among the French Roman Catholics of the Province of Quebec 
we continue to labor in hope, looking for the day of their emanci- 
pation from the superstitions which now enslave them. In the 
Province of Manitoba and the North-western territory of our 
Dominion, which is rapidly filling up with an industrious and in- 
telligent population, our mission work has been prosecuted with 
vigor and success. We have already gathered some of the first- 
fruits, but we hope at no distant day to reap from this field a rich 
and abundant harvest. as 

In our educational work, as well as in our efforts to supply our 
people with a sound religious literature, we have faithfully, though 
with unequal steps, followed your example. In 1828, the year 
after our Canadian Methodism, with the consent of your General 
Conference and Bishops, was constituted an independent Confer- 
ence, our Church paper, the Christian Guardian, was launched, 
which has steadily grown in influence from that time till now. 
During the same period our Book Room has been a constant and 
potent agency in the religious education of our people. 

The visit of the Rev. Dr. Upham to our General Conference, 
his effective public ministrations, the information he gave respect- 
ing your work, and his genial Christian intercourse in more pri- 
vate relations, greatly endeared him to us all, and naturally 
strengthened the links of cordial affection which bind us to the 
great Church which he represented. It is a source of profound 
satisfaction to us, not only that the separation of our Canadian 
Conference from your Church, in 1828, was effected with the 
most perfect good feeling on both sides, but from that time to 
the present the most cordial fraternal intercourse has been main- - 
tained between your Church and ours, without the slightest jar 
or interruption. Your success has ever given us most sincere joy. 
The names of the heroic men who came over from the United 
States and laid the foundation of our Church in the Canadian 
wilderness are still warmly cherished and revered in our homes. 
Our fervent prayer is, whatever disputes may arise between our 
political representatives about questions of national interest, that 
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the two chief Methodist Churches of our respective countries 
may ever be in the future, as in the past, one in sound scriptural 
doctrine, in the experience of personal salvation, and in sincere 
brotherly affection. 

We have appointed as our representative to your next General 
Conference the Rev. Edward B. Ryckman, D.D., a brother who 
possesses the confidence and affection of our Church, and who will 
be able to fully inform you respecting our affairs. 

Praying that God may supply all your need, according to his 
riches in glory by Christ Jesus, we remain your brethren in the 
kingdom and patience of Jesus Christ. 

Signed by order and on behalf of the General Conference of 
the Methodist Church of Canada. 

GrorGE Dovetas, President. 
A. SUTHERLAND, Secretary. 
MonTREAL, September 23, 1878. 


SS ee 


239. — Journal, page 196. 
ADDRESS OF REY. E. B. RYCKMAN, D.D. 


Bishop Bowman, Dear anp Honorep FatHers anp Bretu- 
REN: I am truly thankful for an introduction so kind and flatter- 
ing, but, generally, such an introduction increases the difficult 
of speaking on an occasion like this. I have been delighted to 
observe the enthusiasm with which you have welcomed other 
fraternal messengers. I had hardly dared to hope for so cordial 
a welcome for myself. You were glad to receive the English 
brethren, because they represented the Church which is the mother 
of us all. You gave the delegates from the South a warm greet- 
ing, for they are your own flesh and blood. And yet for whom 
should the mother feel a warmer affection than for her own child ? 
and the Church I represent stands in that relation. Methodism 
was planted in Canada by your hands, and from the beginning 
until now there has been uninterrupted intercourse between us. 
The Daily Advocate of May 3, referring to the General Confer- 
ence held in this city in 1836, gives the names of William Lord 
and William Case in the list of accredited members of the Con- 
ference. They were the delegates from our Canadian Methodist 
Church, and ever since then, at every General Conference, you 
have received our messengers, and every four years we have been 
favored with visits from you. ; 

I find on my present visit that Iam not readily recognized by 
some of the members of the Conference under the present name. 
The Church recently changed its name, and that not for the first 
time in its history. At first we were called Episcopal Meth- 
odists. In 1833, uniting with the Methodist Church in England, 
we changed our name, (not our identity,) and were called Wes- 
leyan Methodists. In 1874, uniting with the New Connectionists, 
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a very respectable body in Canada, we dropped the “ Wesleyan,” 
and the united Church is now known as the Methodist Church of 
Canada. We are the same body, however, whom you have 
known so long as “ Wesleyans,” and with whom you have sus- 
tained such unbroken friendly relations. 

In the course of my ministerial life I have been stationed, three 
or four times, on the borders of your territory. At one of these 
stations I preached every Sabbath afternoon across the line on 
American soil, and I think I may say to the strangest congrega- 
tion to whom I ever ministered—a congregation of intelligent 
and excellent people, but made up of Universalists, Adventists, 
Baptists, Congregationalists, Episcopalians, Methodists, and non- 
descripts of every class. They needed preaching, if ever a people 
did, and as they gave me a fine opportunity for usefulness, and 
some other inducements besides, I preached to them. 

I have had opportunities of becoming acquainted with your 
ministers; have had pleasant interchange of fellowship and work 
with them, and now and then have looked in upon your Confer- 
ences. I have seen Bishop Simpson in the pulpit, and heard 
words I shall never forget. I heard on the missionary platform 
one of the best addresses I ever listened to: racy, pointed, prac- 
tical, full of information and manly eloquence, from your mis- 
sionary secretary then, now Bishop Harris. I have seen and 
heard Bishop Peck many times, and think I may claim an intimate 
acquaintance with him, for years ago I was admitted to a partici- 
pation in his ‘Central Idea.” I have had a blessed acquaintance 
with Bishop Foster through a volume of his which, | suppose, 
has been read wherever the subject of heart purity has enlisted 
the attention of godly men; that is, wherever the Methodist 
standard has been planted around the wide world. And surely 
the scores of members of this Conference, whose books lie on our 
tables in Canada and fill our libraries, cannot be regarded as 
“strangers and foreigners, but fellow-citizens with the saints, and 
of the household of God.” 

In the country from which I come we are accustomed to speak 
of the people of this country generally as cousins. The phrase 
is, “Our American Cousins.” But you we have always been ac- 
customed to regard as brethren; and for you, for sutlicient rea- 
sons, we have entertained a true fraternal affection, “as certain 
also of your own poets have said:” 

“The bonds of holy brotherhood are strong, 
A common name and heritage we share; 


Sections and feuds cannot estrange us long, 
We are a band of brothers every-where.” 


I very much fear that I shall not be able to put heart enough 
into the words that I shall utter to express adequately the warm 
respect and affection, growing year by year, which are cherished 
towards you by the Church which I represent. I feel, however, 
as I am speaking in the name of my brethren and yours in Canada, 
that you need not be ashamed of them as members of the great 
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Methodist family to which you belong. They are a noble band 
of men, worthy successors of Losee, Bangs, and Case. They are 
true men—true to the Head of the Church, proclaiming explicitly 
his true sacrifice in expiation of human guilt; true to the holy 
Scriptures, maintaining their miraculous inspiration and divine 
authority; true to the people to whom they minister, respecting 
and advocating their rights and privileges; true to their anteced- 
ents and the grand name they inherit of Methodist preachers. 
They can preach with heavenly power, and have not forgotten 
how to exhort; they can pray like Elijah; can shake their con- 
' gregations with old-time revivals, and are ready for any service or 
sacrifice, or honor, for that matter, which the Church may have 
for them; and would not allow the Methodist Church of Canada 
to want a man for a president’s chair, a city pulpit, a backwoods 
circuit, or a mission on the other side of the world, as long as they 
have breath in their bodies; wherefore ye need not be ashamed 
to call them brethren. Since the time you set them up as an in- 
dependent Church, in 1828, they have been all alive, up with the 
morning’s sun every day, and have exerted more influence than 
any other body of men in molding and directing our national life 
in Canada. 

At our late General Conference, nearly two years since, we re- 
ported one thousand one hundred and sixty-five preachers, an 
increase of one hundred and thirty-four during the quadrennial 
period, and one hundred and twenty-two thousand six hundred 
members, an increase of twenty thousand five hundred, or one 
hundred a week throughout the quadrennium. According to the 
figures presented to that Conference by your delegate, Rev. Dr. 
Upham, in a very admirable and comprehensive address, you 
were blessed with an increase of seven hundred and sixty-tive 
per week throughout the preceding four years, whence we have 
the following comparison: While the number of your preachers 
was ten times greater than ours, and the number of your Church 
members sixteen times greater than ours, the rate of your in- 
crease was only eight times greater than ours—whence you may 
infer that we have something of the genuine Methodistic fire 
and power and effectiveness. We give the praise to God. Our 
success is the result of his blessing on our faithfulness to the 
vital doctrines of salvation, to wit: The thorough sinfulness of 
man, the redemption of the race by Jesus Christ, justification by 
faith alone, regeneration and sanctification by the Holy Ghost, 
everlasting punishment for the persistently impenitent, and ever- 
lasting life for the righteous. 

It is an observable fact that other bodies of Christians, who do 
not hold and preach these doctrines as we do, do net flourish in 
like manner. While seven hundred thousand of our population 
report themselves as Methodists, less than five thousand call 
~ themselves Universalists, and less than three thousand Unita- 
rians. These plants do not grow on our soil, I do not think 
there are open and regularly occupied four Unitarian Churches, 
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or as many as half a dozen Universalist Churches, in all the 
Dominion. 

We have now six Conferences, and must soon have twice as 
many. We are opposed to small Conferences, but our work is 
so rapidly extending in Manitoba and the Pacific coast that we 
must soon have Conferences there, and our older Conferences,. 
as the London, for instance, with three hundred and forty preach- 
ers and thirty-eight thousand members, must soon be divided. 

‘Our people contribute for the promotion of our missionary 
work with still increasing liberality. This year they will lay 
upon the altar of missions an offering of $250,000, or an average 
of $2 plus, per member. More than $100,000 of this is special. 
Our Missionary Society in carrying on its work got into debt. 
As a man goes into debt for a farm which he hopes to pay for 
out of the produce of well-tilled fields, so, by extending our mis- 
sionary fields in faith and hope, we got about $70,000 into debt. 
But this burden is now removed. We now have our farm, deed 
paid for, with a surplus, when the canvass is completed, of per- 
haps $70,000 more for Church extension and for the enlargement 
of the fund for the benefit of superannuated preachers. 

Perhaps—I say this very modestly—of all the religious bodies 
on this continent, we must be permitted to bear the banner in 
the matter of missionary contributions. We have no objec- 
tion that others be provoked to love and good works by our 
example. You are aware that Methodism every-where, and in 
other things besides money offerings, has had a stimulating ef- 
fect on other Churches. Dean Milman spoke of Methodism as 
“God Almighty’s wooden spoon with which he stirs the Churches 
about.” There can be no dispute as to the stirring up. Long 
since other Churches began to adopt our revival principles and 
methods, our popular hymnody, our out-door services, our lay agen- 
cies, indeed, our methods of presenting to every man an honest of- 
fering of salvation, without any reservations resting on inscru- 
table decrees, which, after all, might nullify the offer. They are 
breaking away from old limitarian influences. Some of the — 
more rigid have complained of the “ Arminian tendencies of a 
Calvinistic clergy,” of a “distrust as to the propriety and 
policy of giving free and fearless expressions to what some call 
the unpalatable doctrines of the Bible.” So it comes to pass, 
partly, at least, through the stimulating influences of Methodism, 
that there are Churches whose relations to a rigid Calvinism are 
similar to the relation to mother earth of a certain lion, which 
must have been somewhat of an original, must have developed 
strong Arminian tendencies, and is thus described by John Mil- 
ton in his account of the creation: 

“Now half appeared 
The tawny lion, pawing to get free 
His hinder parts.” 

When Dean Milman said “wooden spoon,” he was reflecting 

on what he regarded as the low intellectual or educational status 
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of Methodism. But his racy phrase will not apply to us. We 
preach the Gospel to the humble, it is true, but it is also true 
that many of the largest and finest churches and most cultivated 
congregations are Methodist. We serve the poor, and, in the 
providence of God, the rich serve us. We take care of the bot- 
tom of society, and our love and fidelity work their way to the 
top. No body of men have done more than we have by our ed- 
ucational institutions and Church periodicals to disseminate a 
sound Christian education and a pure Christian literature. Pres- 
ident Nelles, of Victoria University, good Canadian material to 
begin with, was polished and graduated by your Middletown 
University. Our editors, south, east, and west, in Halifax and 
Toronto, are well-furnished men who look up and look out, and 
wield right effectively this arm of the Church’s power. 

You may be surprised but glad to learn that in our ecclesiastical 
affairs we, in Canada, are eminently republican. We have had 
but two General Conferences, and in these we have had laymen 
in equal numbers with the ministers, and equal in voice and 
votes of influence. We have learned that we have nothing to 
fear from the laymen, and much to profit. They are ever ready 
for reforms and improved methods in management and temporal- 
ities, but strongly conservative in spiritual things. They are 
out-spoken in defense of the old Methodist doctrine, stand by 
the class-meeting as a test of membership, watch the revision of 
the hymn book with a jealous eye, and see even the old unused 
hymns go out with a pang. Our hymn book is passing through 
the process through which yours has just gone. Instead of 
adopting the English hymn book or the American hymn book, 
we think we are old enough and big enough to have one of our 
own, and by taking the best of yours and the best of the English, 
and of every other within our reach, we think we can produce a 
book a little better for us than any other now in existence. So 
our laymen watch us in this revision, and they are grand men, 
but we can watch them man for man; whereas, if I see aright, it 
requires three or four, five or six, of your best preachers to hold 
the balance properly with two laymen. We elect a president 
and vice-president of the General Conference every four years. 
That sounds very republican—very American. Your Bishops 
are kings—in other respects than the life-long tenure of their 
office—kings of a most regal line. But we have so many and so 
willing brethren that we can afford new ones every quadrennium. 
In each’ Annual Conference we elect our president for the year. 
Our chairmen of districts are elected by the rank and file. Our 

‘stationing committee are elected by the brethren to be stationed. 
How republican are we monarchists in Canada! Who knoweth 
whereunto this may grow? I spoke just now of the molding in- 
fluence of the Methodist body in public affairs. I cannot speak 
asa prophet. I scarcely dare ask the question: May not the result 
be a republican government at Ottawa? And if your monarch- 
ical Methodism shall prove itself equally influential, by the time 
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we have a president at Ottawa you will have an emperor at 
Washington. I suppose all may interpret your applause as an 
intimation that you accept the situation thus described. If you 
are so minded we should make no objection, but, as we intend to 
maintain the statwm quo, perhaps it would be better for the world 
that you should do so, too. 

The organic structure of our Methodism is admirably adapted 
to give it stability and enlargement. That we should become in 
any degree boastful of our success and growth has been strongly 
deprecated on this platform again and again during the past few 
evenings. But, fathers and brethren, there seems to me to be 
another side to this matter. That we should grow is nothing for 
us to boast of. It would be a shame for us if we did not grow. 
Our scriptural and powerful doctrines; our lithe and elastic mode 
of procedure; our itinerancy admirably adapted to begin the 
work in sparse settlements where other Churches can hardly go; 
the minister to labor in word and doctrine; the local preacher 
and class-leader to co-operate in government and spiritual in- 
struction; the steward to have oversight of temporal interests— 
each working in his appropriate sphere, and all acting in unison 
with reference to a common end—all this forms a combination 
for stability and efficiency not to be surpassed. As individual 
Churches we have all the corporate effectiveness which belongs 
to the Congregational system, with the additional advantage of 
being connectional—connected by a bond of union which enables 
us to co-operate as a unit; each developing its own spiritual life, 
yet all assimilated by a common standard of doctrine and disci- 
pline into one body compacted together, yet acting freely through 
all its members; stable in structure, yet flexible in administration; 
conservative in principle, yet aggressive in work; thoroughly 
furnished with every instrumentality for the extension of its 
boundaries, whether in the home or foreign field. What remains is 
to make this admirable system of doctrine and government more 
and more effective by properly working it. If we have not 
made the progress that we desired, the failure is not traceable to 
defects in the theory or constitution of our Church, the fault has 
not been in the system, but in the men whose business it was to 
make it operative and efficient. What we want is a new—na 
the old, sweet, heavenly anointing power from on high; the bap- 
tism of fire which is not consuming but kindling, life-giving, 
power-imparting; then shall we stand forth before the Churches 
and all men confessed as one of God’s chosen instruments for fill- 
ing the world with the millennial light and glory. 

Dear fathers and brethren, we rejoice greatly in gratitude for 
the prosperity God has given you, but we cannot take time to say 
what we think on this point, nor to tell you how we view your 
triumphs in all the world. But let me say that we think the 
gathering of the representatives of the Methodisms of the world 
to confer with respect to the needs of the world, and how to meet 
those necessities, is well-timed in this stage of our history and in 
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the present juncture of religious opinion and belief. Methodism 
is cosmopolitan. It is not a provincial Church. It is not a 
Church numbering among its adherents only those who speak one 
language and are descended from one race. In all lands, among 
all languages, among nations of all habits and customs in the 
world, Methodism is to be found. The various branches of the 
family should fraternize. We fraternize easily with Christians 
of other names. We unite with them in the most cordial way in 
the publication and circulation of the Scriptures; we labor with 
them in the promotion of the revivals of religion; we invite them 
to our communion-tables and sit at theirs when they invite us; 
and that catholicity of spirit which we manifest and feel toward 
other denominations we ought to feel more intensely and mani- 
fest more evidently among ourselves. This Ecumenical Confer- 
ence is the noblest attempt ever yet made to give visible expres- 
sion to our Methodistic unity, and it will arrest the attention, 
attract the sympathy, and call forth the prayers of thousands 
upon thousands of Methodists who, although separated by wide 
distances, some of them by intervening oceans, are yet one in 
doctrine, one in spirit, one in the love of common work. May 
our geographical separation be the most serious that shall ever 
divide us! The result of such a Conference must be good. 
Whether the subjects of discussion be general, such as the right 
way of maintaining the sanctity of the Sabbath, or disseminating 
a healthful Christian literature, or promoting revivals of religion, 
or training the young to an early consecration to God and his 
service in every department of Christian work: or, if the subjects 
should be more particular, a mutual agreement as to the partition 
of the mission field, so as to take possession of the world for 
Christ in the most systematic and expeditious manner possible, 
the possibility of a Pan-Methodist hymn book, the practicability 
of a confederation of all the Methodist bodies under the shining 
sun of heaven, on a well-understood fraternal basis, we shall have 
the prayers of all good men and the blessings of the Head of the 
Church. 

We flatter ourselves that we do not need an Ecumenical Con- 
ference for the purpose of harmonizing our theology or rectifying 
our symbols, for Methodist theology is the same as it has ever 
been. I should have been alarmed a few weeks ago had it not 
been for two things—I am not easily alarmed, and I know how 
ingenious newspaper correspondents are in getting up a scare. I 
saw a letter written from this city to a New York paper in which 
it was said that you were to have much trouble at this Confer- 
ence legislating about heresies and heretics. I read that for some 
time prior to the meeting of this Conference a “ preternatural ~ 
stillness pervaded the denominational atmosphere.” The cause 
of this “ dead calm ” was that “ the Church saw itself face to face 
with an unwarned crisis of such importance as to belittle all such 
questions as the Presiding Eldership, the limitation of the pas- 
toral term, the election and function of Bishops, and the relation 
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of your distant missionaries to the home government.” I read 
that “issues on grave questions were unavoidable, forasmuch as 
it was no secret that some of the oldest, ablest, and most honored 
men of the Church had disclaimed allegiance to the teachings of 
John Wesley and Richard Watson, and that metropolitan preach- 
ers, college professors, editors, and Bishops had lectured, written, 
and preached strange doctrines contrary to the standards of the 
Church, and had been unrebuked,” with much more of that sort. 
I thought that was most portentous. No wonder the “dead 
calm;” but great wonder as to what is to become of our boasted 
identity of doctrine all round the world should all this be true. 
I have nothing to say respecting your affairs. I can only say that 
we, in Canada, are not troubled with many heretics, and our Con- 
ferences occupy their time with other and more satisfactory work 
than prosecuting their brethren for departing from the faith. 
This is not because we have not many ministers concerning whose 
doctrine and teaching it is our duty to inquire, for we have 1,200. 
It is not because we have no creed from which to differ, for we 
have the longest creed in Christendom—Mr. Wesley’s Notes on 
the New Testament, and fifty-two sermons besides. It is not be- 
cause we do not think and speak out what we think; nor is it be- 
cause we put shackles on the intellectual freedom of our theolog- 
ical students and probationers for the ministry; but, brethren, it 
is because year by year there is a growing confidence in and at- 
tachment to the statements and interpretations of essential truths 
made by John Wesley. And if, now and then, there arises one 
—and we have had but one for many years—what may appear 
now, since a certain garrulous colonel has paid us a flying visit, 
remains to be seen; though I will say in passing, if it is worth 
the breath to say it, that if he makes no more impression upon 
an audience in Cincinnati than he did in our Canadian cities, he 
might as well have saved /is breath—if, I say, now and then, 
some young man shall arise who desires to teach that the Bible is 
inspired only as the truth uttered by any godly man is inspired; 
or to sentimentalize the atonement into a mere manifestation of 
the infinite Father’s love for his sinning and suffering children; 
or preach that the word “ everlasting” certainly means never- 
ending when applied to the reward of the righteous, but when 
applied to the punishment of the wicked as certainly means some- 
thing else, we do not seek to put a lock on his understanding or 
on his lips. He may believe such a doctrine if he wishes, and 
preach it, too, to his heart’s content, but he must get outside a 
Methodist pulpit to do it, or he will be put out. We can feel 
under no obligation to give to men, who never would have been 
heard if they had not been taken up and made by the Methodist 
Church and ministry, the prestige, the vantage-ground, the in- 
dorsation of a Methodist pulpit when they want to teach doc- 
trines which, as a body, we reject. 

If I were to take upon me to give any advice or to make any 
suggestion before this Conference, I should be chargeable with 
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wasting your time, and would need to make David’s prayer mine, 
“ Keep back thy servant also from presumptuous sins.” I am 
concerned to report only what we think, and say, and do in the 
Dominion. We hold that every Christian minister is bound to 
maintain the whole truth in Christ and Christianity. While there 
are special aspects of truth which in special emergencies may 
claim special attention, yet certain fundamental truths demand 
the first place in all times and circumstances. There are ques- 
tions that concern the race—the person and character of God; 
the origin, nature, and destiny of man; the inspiration and au- 
thority of the holy Scriptures; the reasonableness and natural- 
ness of the supernatural in Christianity; the person, life, and 
complete mission of the Lord Jesus Christ. But while interested 
in the freshest solution of all these problems, and seeking to 
know and do all the spiritual truth within our reach, we rest as- 
sured that the truth for us, for this age, for any age, is the truth 
in Christ about God and man, and that truth we are bound to 
guard against caricatures and adulterations. However priceless 
the moral truth in nature, in science, in art, in poetry, in history, 
in philosophy, in all the provinces of civilization, and however 
that moral truth may link itself to the truth as it is in Jesus, this 
is the royal truth after all. We seek to avoid, and think we 
succeed, being narrow-minded, one-sided, limited, stationary; but 
we do not dream that we have yet exhausted the power which is 
in the fact of the universality of the atoning work of Christ, the 
universality of the honest striving of the Holy Spirit to save ev- 
ery man, the witness of the Spirit, entire sanctification, and such 
collateral teachings as have been denominated our peculiarities. 
We do believe that we have the grandest, truest, best system of 
theologic thought known among men; a system that commends 
itself to our spiritual instincts and aspirations, those preparations 
of the heart that are there by the fiat of the Father who fash- 
ioned it; a system that commends itself to our needs brought 
upon us by our stupidity and sin. It is spiritual fact answer- 
ing to spiritual fact. It is living bread to souls hungering after 
the living God, the living Christ, and a living religion. As 
the years roll on, brethren, our convictions grow warmer and 
warmer, and go down deeper and deeper, that the problems of 
our wearied and troubled world are solved satisfactorily only by 
those truths which we have received, and which for one hundred 
and forty years we have been engaged in preaching. 

I cannot think of sitting down without assuring you how sin- 
cerely and deeply we have sympathized with you in the losses 
which you have sustained in the death of so many great and good 
men. Bishop Janes had visited us in Canada, and we knew him 
and loved him. Happening to be in New York at the time, I 
had the mournful privilege of looking upon his pale face as he 
lay stretched out for burial, and listening to the brotherly words 
of his colleagues in office, and to the warm-hearted testimony to 
his excellence borne by that noble man, the Missionary Secretary, 
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who, since then, has gone down himself to the river of death, 
but finding it, in his own triumphant phrase, “bridged by the 
atonement,” passed quietly over to the better land beyond. 

And when Bishop Ames died, the wise legislator, the able ad- 
ministrator, the powerful preacher, we felt that your loss was the 
loss of all Methodism, and we mourned with you. And when, 
before this year was a week old, you suffered still another he- 
reavement, and the scholarly, patriotic, philanthropic, Christian 
Bishop Haven was called to his bright reward, we again wept 
with you, but thanked God that he had given you such a man. 
If you will indulge me in a purely personal reference, I will say 
that the death of Bishop Haven will always be associated in my 
memory with the greatest sorrow of my own life; for just at that 
time death entered into my own father’s house in the vicinity of 
Hamilton, Ontario, and removed, before she had reached the al- 
lotted limit of human life, a mother whose kindness and firmness 
in the perilous passages of youth taught me integrity, and man- 
liness, and good sense of duty; and at the very hour when you 
were standing by the open grave of Bishop Haven we were com- 
mitting to their long rest the remains of that beloved mother. 
The same almighty grace sustained both. He could say, ‘‘ There 
is no river here; it is all beautiful.” She testified, “The light 
shineth in darkness.” We know that holy and useful lives ter- 
ininating here begin a grander service in a higher sphere, and we 
know, when we see their sun declining in the golden west, that it 
will rise again, bright, and beautiful, and glorious, in the everlast- 
ing east; but we almost wish, sometimes, that it might appear 
over our horizon again. But it cannot be. We may join them 
in a better land, where 


“They shine in the light of God, 
His likeness stamps their brow ; 
Through the valley of death their feet-have trod, 
But they shine in glory now.” 


23 .— sou rnal, page 356. 


REPLY TO THE ADDRESS OF THE METHODIST CHURCH OF 
CANADA. 


BrLovep Faruers and Breraren: Your worthy delegate 
and representative, Rev. Edward B. Ryckman, D.D., has borne 
to us your welcome fraternal message, and we have listened with 
delight and edification to his able and eloquent address. We 
remember with grateful pride the history of the planting of 
Methodism in Canada, and cherish the tender relations existing 
between our present Church organizations. We greatly rejoice 
in all your advancement and prosperity. Great and manifold 
have been the blessings of God upon the movements of Method- 
ism in all the lands in which it has been planted. It behooves us 
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all to recognize our responsibility and to guard our trust. Dur 
ing the past quadrennium our work has been enlarging in many 
forms, both at home and abroad, and we record, to the glory of 
. God, that we have added 119,745 to our membership, and our 
church edifices have increased at the rate of more than one 
church for every working day of the four years. 

May grace, mercy, and peace from God our Father and the 
Lord Jesus Christ be with us all, and may the growth and prog- 
ress of the Church, both yours and ours, be as great in coming 
years as in the past. 

Our Fraternal Delegate will bear you further greetings, and 
give you fuller statements of our work. 


METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH IN CANADA. 


D4. .——Journal, page 196, 


REPORT OF FRATERNAL DELEGATES TO METHODIST EPISCO- 
PAL CHURCH IN CANADA. 


Dear Fatuers and Bretruren: Your Fraternal Delegate to. 
the Methodist Episcopal Church in Canada attended the session 
of the General Conference of that Church, held in Belleville, On- 
tario, August, 1878. 

The Methodist Episcopal Church in Canada claims to be a 
legitimate branch of the Methodist Episcopal Church, and, in 
consequence, regards our fraternal greetings with special favor. 
Nothing could excel the cordiality with which your delegate was 
received, or the hospitality with which he was entertained during 
his stay. An early opportunity was given him to address the 
General Conference, at its regular morning session, the address 
being made the order of the day. Upon its conclusion, Bishop 
Carman and Rey. E. Lounsbury, Fraternal Delegates to our Gen- 
eral Conference in 1876, responded on behalf of the Conference, 
expressing the deepest interest in, and the most cordial affection 
for, our Church. : 

A stay of more than a week only confirmed the first impressions 
made upon your delegate—that the piety of our brethren in Can- 
ada is deep and earnest, and that their spirit is one of broad 
catholicity. 

They are certainly in the Methodist succession—they sing the 
same hymns that we do, from the same hymn book; they offer , 
the same prayers, and shout in the same way, and are, in the deep- 
est spiritual sense, brother Methodists. 

Upon the departure of your delegate, another invitation was 
extended to him to address the Conference, and at the close of 
his parting words the entire General Conference broke ranks and 
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came forward to shake hands and say good-bye—Bishop Carman 
setting the example, and leading the way. . 
The Rev. Bidwell Lane was appointed to bear their fraternal 
greetings to this General Conference. 
Respectfully submitted, Jacos Topp. 
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25.—sJournal, page 196. 
ADDRESS OF THE METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH IN CANADA. 


GREETING IN THE LorD: 


Dear Fatuers anp Breturen: With pleasure unfeigned we 
have heard of your prosperity, through your esteemed represent- 
ative, the Rev. Jacob Todd, D.D. His visit to us, and the Ad- 
dress he was commissioned to bear, assure us of your interest in 
our prosperity, and of the unity of our own Methodism. The Rev. 
Bishop Haven also kindly visited us, and gave us brotherly coun- 
sel and words of cheer. Our work is enlarging and opening in 
all directions, and we are endeavoring to go up and possess the 
land. Our membership is gradually increasing, and we are push- 
ing our missionary work with energy and success. We have 
associated the work of education with the ministrations of the 
pulpit and evangelistic labor, that the cultivated mind and the 
sanctified heart may all be consecrated to God. Our representa- 
tive, the Rev. Bidwell Lane, M.A., a brother beloved, will convey 
to you our Christian greetings, and inform you more fully of 
our position and projects. 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you. Amen. 

At the General Conference, Belleville, Sept. 6, 1878. 

A, Carman, President. 
EK. B. Srrarron, Secretary. 


26.—dJournal, page 196, 
ADDRESS OF REV. BIDWELL LANE, M.A. 


Bisnop, Farners, AND BretureNn: J have for some time cher- 
ished the expectation of visiting the old homestead, and of look- 
ing full into the face of our ecclesiastical mother. The more I 
have familiarized myself with her stirring and eventful history, 
the more the desire to set eye upon her has been intensified. 
Now at length, in the good providence of God, I am permitted 
to behold her. True, not in full size, yet large enough to con- 
vince one that her proportions are simply immense. One of the 
most natural questions for you, who have grown up about her 
knee, who have lived in the sunlight of her smile, and have had 
upon your head her hand of benediction, to ask of one-who 
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looks upon her for the first time is, “What do you think of 
mother?” Do you want a full and frank expression of opinion 
upon the subject? Then I must say that the first impression of 
her is that she is very masculine. While this impression was. 
upon my mind, an evil spirit said: “She cannot help it. She has 
caught the infection of the age.” But a moment’s reflection 
taught me that she has need of a strong hand, and closer observa- 
tion revealed her not only strong, but benign and fair and 
winning. 

Let us hold jubilee together in our hearts to-night for that a 
hundred years have passed over her, yet is her eye not dimmed, 
nor her natural force abated. It would be strange indeed did we 
not rejoice with you. Your blood is in our veins. Your good 
name is our certificate of character. Your successes are, in part, 
the inspiration of our efforts. We are bound together as men, 
as Christians, as Methodists, by ties that neither time, nor dis- 
tance, nor death has power to dissolve. As Methodists we are 
one the world over. We are one in faith, we are one in baptism, 
we are one in common fealty to God for truth and righteousness, 
But I must not forget, in my exuberance of personal joy, that I 
am in their presence as the representative of the Methodist Epis- 
copal Church in Canada to their General Conference. I am 
authorized to bear to you, brethren, Gospel greetings, the saluta- 
tions of saints, and the holy kiss of Christian brotherhood. I 
perform here and now the duty with infinite and unspeakable 
delight. 

The Address has intimated that I would more fully unfold 
the work and publish the prospect of our Church. I may 
say, in the first place, that we propose to maintain and preach 
the old doctrines, the doctrines that have been characteristic of 
Methodism from the beginning. Among our reasons for this 
course are the following ones, which we think are a suflicient 
explanation of the want of sympathy with the ruling theological 
spirit of progress. The first one is, that we find nothing better 
than the Bible, and it is the book of our doctrines. The doctrines 
of the Bible have suffered nothing from the unsparing scrutiny 
and pitiless analysis of this skeptical century. They are still 
living, lustrous, true, and grand. We find nothing better in the 
ponderous volumes of opposing theologies. We are vain enough 
to imagine that in the place of bread and fish they would offer 
us stones and serpents. These doctrines have been bread to the 
hungry, and the water of life to_ the thirsty souls. In the 
strength and comfort of these doctrines ten thousand times ten 
thousand souls have made the pilgrimage of earth, and with 
songs of gladness have waked the echoes of the grave with 
shouts of victory. We want nothing better for the prevention 
and cure of infidelity, whether it be of the head or heart, for we 
are to destroy the infidelity of the heart, out of which infidelity 
of the head comes. We admit the utility of sclence and investl- 
gation and logic, as weapons of warfare in the spiritual contest; 
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but experience has taught us that more certain and speedy exe- 
cution can be done by hurling the old doctrines, mighty with the 
power of God, and red-hot with the fire of the Holy Ghost, at 
the hearts and heads of opposers. Experience has taught us that 
they are mighty to the pulling down of strongholds, and explo- 
sive enough to blow moon-struck theories to the skies. We 
shall preach the old doctrines, because they are the power of 
God unto the salvation of every one that believeth. And, finally, 
on this point, as our brother has said who preceded me, we have 
ascertained in many ways that the theological drift of the age 
is not toward liberalism, not toward atheism, but toward Meth- 
odism. Churches which, a quarter of a century ago, spared no 
pains to root out of the hearts of men the pernicious heresies of 
Methodism, are found to-day with pulpit ministrations learned by 
Methodist doctrines. They now not only exhibit the fervor and 
fire of Methodism, but they have made its doctrines the subject- 
matter of their discourses. We expect this world to be brought 
to Christ, and the doctrinal foundation of our hope of this sub- 
lime consummation is laid in Methodist theology. 

Now, that we may not suffer loss or shipwreck, we are guard- 
ing our pulpit ministrations. We give our ministers liberty in 
regard to our doctrines, but in no instance do we give them 
license. When we invite candidates to our ministry, it is im- 
pressed upon their minds and memories and hearts that they 
are to be guided by the Methodist standards in their declaration 
of divine truth. We give to ministerial men of delicate, nerv- 
ous organization, namby-pamby band-box gentlemen, whose ex- 
treme sensibility would be shocked beyond the possibility of 
recovery by the word hell, a wide berth. Adventurers in the 
vague, vacuous realms of speculation are not welcome to our 
pulpits. We can tolerate ignorance of what the world calls 
science sooner than we can tolerate star-gazers in the pulpit. 
We want men who are ambitious of the renown of those who 
shall shine as stars forever;.men who have regard unto the 
recompense of reward, and who esteem the approving “well 
done” of the Father above the silly praise of the multitudes. 
We desire to preserve our pulpit purity. 

Our methods have long since crossed the line of experiment. 
An ecclesiastical polity which has survived the changes of more 
than a century, which has proven its claim to life under all 
forms of civil government, which has adaptations to the moral 
and social conditions of men, can surely be said to have passed the 
boundaries of experiment. Such an ecclesiastical economy ought 
not—must not—be changed until we are assured that the change 
is of divine appointment. 

There is a rumor in the air. They say that these fellows 
mean to stick to the episcopal Methodism through thick and 
thin; that they have swallowed.it whole—time limit to the pas- 
toral term, appointment of Presiding Elders, and all. We have 
placed our hands on this time limit, and now our Bishops may 
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reappoint a preacher to the same appointment for several years, 
if he deems it advisable. How does it work? Well, we have 
not repeated the experiment often enough to justify me in a 
definite answer. In some cases, however, it is a highly judicious 
measure, contributing to the consolidation of the interest of our 
work in particular places. How about the Presiding Eldership— 
that shelf for incompetency; that refuge for the lame and the 
lazy? The action of our General Conference indicates that it 
will be continued, and we manage to quiet the people by the 
appointment of live men to the office; men who are full of vigor, 
vim, and venture for God. And we quiet the preachers on the 
subject by appointing the non-contents to the office as often as 
circumstances will allow. We find that honor enough still sticks 
to the office to soothe the spirits of would-be revolutionists in 
Church polity. So far we are on the old lines, are we not? both 
as to doctrine and polity. 

But the most important question of all is yet to come: What 
are you doing for humanity and God? Purposes without deeds 
are dead. Steady adherence to creed is possible when the creed 
is as cold as a corpse. We are striving to keep our creed warm 
with the blood of Calvary and the fire of Pentecost. 

I must not enlarge. We are doing our full share in the work 
of education. Every year there come from the halls of our col- 
leges men who are cultured in head and heart, for we insist upon 
the culture of the heart as well as the culture of the head. Out 
of the number of those whom we are graduating we are every 
year replenishing the ranks of our ministry, and by these proc- 
esses we are wiping out the reproach that’ sinners and a certain 
kind of saints have tried to fasten on us, that our ministers are 
unlearned men. We are bringing in men from our college who 
are baptized with the Holy Ghost; men who are taught that the 
best and chiefest of all tongues for the Methodist preacher is the 
tongue of fire. We have long since seen the importance of edu- 
cating women, for, looking down the slopes, we have seen their - 
hosts trailing up the heights. For years we have been furnish- 
ing at our college lectures for women, and we expect soon to in- 
augurate a college for the education of women, which, in the 
opinion of Bishop Haven, for architecture, comfort, and conve- 
nience has few superiors. In church architecture we have taken 
a new departure. We have entered towns where we had but few 
members, hardly enough to form a class as the nucleus for a 
society, and we have laid the foundation of churches and pushed 
them on to completion, and they are now among our most flourish- 
ing congregations. They are the product of trust in God, and 
true American pluck, but last, and first, and best of all, we 
have not been called upon to write upon our altar, “The glory 
has departed.” Now, as in former days, sinners flock to them as 
doves to their windows. They are compassed with men who 
seek them as men who flee from their avengers. We do not 
escape the tendencies to have every thing done decently and in 


504 Journal of the General Conference. (1880. 


order, according to the interpretation of the world. But there 
are lingering still in nearly all our congregations some who come 
into the kingdom with song and shout, and once in a while such 
a one will disturb the decorum, which is another name for relig- 
ious death, by a ringing Halleluia! The world has been striving 
in desperation to drive the Church from the earth. But we 
believe we should act on the aggressive. Our conception of the 
business of the Church is to press forward upon the retreating 
forces of darkness. The battle must be pressed to the gates. 
We are cutting down the serried ranks of the enemy. We are 
storming the strongholds of Satan, and releasing his wounded 
captives. This done, we are leading them in the arms of affec- 
tion and faith to Him who, by a word of his mouth or a touch of 
his hand, hath power to heal unto eternal life. 

What is our prospect ? Hard work and plenty of it as long as 
we remain on earth. Is not that yours? Are not toil, sweat, 
suffering, and life itself the price that men have ever paid for 
high achievements? Shall we expect the consummation of the 
mission of the Church by easier methods, or at less sacrifices? 
Somebody must toil through the burden and heat of the day 
before victory will be finally won. ‘There is but one way to the 
regions beyond. That is right over the towering Alpine 
heights; but before the Church sets foot upon the summit, 
there must be hard toil. “Somebody must be in labors abundant, 
in prisons frequent, in deaths oft. Somebody must be beaten 
with rods, in perils of waters, in perils of robbers, in perils in the 
city, in perils in the wilderness, in perils of false brethren, in 
perils by countrymen, in perils by the heathen, before that day 
shall dawn. 

But I must conclude. The spirit of enlargement is upon me, 
and I should like ‘to say much more, but time will not suftice. I 
cannot, however, conclude without expressing the high apprecia- 
tion in which the visit of your representative to our last General 
Conference is held. The memory of his visit is fresh and fruit- 
ful unto this day. You can send another just like Brother Todd, 
if you have him. Permit me to assure you of the deepest sym- 
pathy of our Church in all your sorrows and in all your tri- 
umphs. Every joy that thrills your heart thrills ours. Every 
pang of sorrow that oppresses your hearts oppresses ours. When 
your Dashiell fell we took up the cry, “How are the mighty . 
fallen!” When Ames laid down his armor we mourned. When 
Haven, with his princely intellect and saintly character, passed 
over to the better country, we shared your sense of loss and be- 
reavement, 

Brethren, here now, in the presence of the white-robed family 
- of heaven, we swear eternal allegiance to the King of kings, de- 
claring ourselves ready to storm the towers of the enemy, and 
release the prisoners whom Satan has led captive at his will. 
And when the day is done, and the morning of eternity dawns; 
when we stand together with you upon the battlements of the 


1880.] Address of Rev. Bidwell Lane, M.A. 505 


jasper walls, while the flag of victory waves above us, we expect 
to appear before Him whom heaven and earth shall crown “ Lord 
of all.” I bid you farewell. I would say, “Peace be within thy 
walls, and prosperity within thy palaces.” 


——_4e—____ 


2'°7 .— Journal, page 356, 


REPLY TO THE GENERAL CONFERENCE OF THE METHODIST 
EPISCOPAL CHURCH IN CANADA. 


BrLovep Faruers AND BRETHREN: Your greetings have been 
brought to us by your esteemed representative, the Rev. Bidwell 
Lane, M.A., and his earnest words have moved our hearts with 
fervor. We rejoice at the report of your continual increase, and 
the prosperity of your work at home and abroad. God has also 
greatly enlarged us, and all the benevolent enterprises of our 
Church remain in full vigor. 

As long as we faithfully preach our cherished doctrines, main- 
tain our personal experience of the saving love of Christ, and 
continue our activity in living illustration of “Christianity in 
earnest,” so long may we confidently invoke upon our common 
Methodism in all lands the enduring blessings of Almighty God. 

Our delegate to your body will bear you this our greeting, and 
will more fully represent us and our work. 


AFRICAN METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH. 


28 .— Journal, page 142. 


REPORT OF FRATERNAL DELEGATES TO THE AFRICAN 
METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH. 


Tux Fraternal Delegates, appointed by the Bishops of the Meth- 
odist Episcopal Church to bear the fraternal greetings of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church to the Genéral Conference of the 
African Methodist Episcopal Church, respectfully present the 
following report: ; 
We reached St. Louis, Missouri, and presented our credentials 
onthe 5th inst. The day following was appointed for our recep- 
tion. As soon as we entered the General Conference rooms we 
were escorted by the committee to the platform, and presented 
to Bishop Shorter, the presiding Bishop, who introduced us to the 
Conference, by whom we were most warmly received. We then 
presented the greetings of your body, and made an address ex- 
pressive of your brotherly affection for them, and of your deep 
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interest in their welfare, concluding with the hope of a,growing 
fraternity and a closer alliance between these children of a com- 
mon parent. 

Our address was most heartily applauded from beginning to 
end. After which Bishops Brown and Ward, also Rev. Drs. 
H. M. Turner and B. T. Tanner, made brief addresses in reply. 
Resolutions expressive of their appreciation of your interest in 
them, and of their pleasure in the address made to them, were 
then presented and unanimously adopted. We then took our 
departure, after appropriate songs of love and praise were sung, 
and hearty farewells and prayers for God’s blessings were uttered 
by all. 

Respectfully submitted, Marsuary W. Taytor. 

CINCINNATI, OnI0, May 7, 1880. 


06 ¢ 


29 .— Journal, page 196. 
CREDENTIALS OF DELEGATES. 


To THE GENERAL CONFERENCE OF THE MeEruopist EpiscopPan 
Cuurcu AssEMBLED IN CINCINNATI, OHIO, GREETING. 


Tue General Conference of the African Methodist Episcopal 
Church has appointed Rev. John G. Mitchell, M.A., of the Ohio 
Annual Conference; Rev. Robert A. Johnson, of the Ohio Con- 
ference ; and Rev. Benjamin F. Lee, B.D., President of Wilber- 
force University, Xenia, Ohio, to bear their friendly greeting to 
your venerable body. ' 
We are yours for God and humanity, 
H. W. Wayman, Presiding Bishop. 
Brngamin W. Arnett, Secretary. 
Sr. Louis, Mo., May 4, 1880. 


——++e—__—_ 


30.—ournal, page 196. 
ADDRESS OF REV. B. F. LEE, B.D. 


HonoreD Faturers anp BretHren: I am sure I have the 
sympathy of all the preachers present in rising to speak at this 
late hour. I feel the great responsibilities resting upon me as a 
representative not only of one of the branches of the great relig- 
ion concerning which we have heard so much in the past few 
days, but as representing an element of Methodism controlled and 
labored in by my race in this country. It is a position of pride 
however, as well as of responsibility. To be the man who repre- 
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sents a race, if he represent a constituency so great in numbers 
and with so great interests connected with the continent which 
has been on this platform so poetically referred to—I repeat, I 
am proud to-night of my position. We have been also glad to 
be associated with this great concourse of learned and Christian 
representatives of the different branches of Methodism. We 
have been pleased to sit with you in your councils, and to hear 
all the grand, noble, Christian words of fraternity that have come 
to you from sister bodies. We rejoice in all the success of all 
the Methodisms; and let us here join with you in thanksgiving 
for the successes, for the grace, for the guidance, which God has 
vouchsafed to you. 

And you will allow us also, in behalf of the African Methodist 
Episcopal Church, to extend to you the right hand of sympathy 
with reference to the great and eminent men who have fallen in 
your fields during the last quadrennium. Your loss is our loss; 
your loss is the world’s loss. Your Bishops’ Ames, Janes, and 
Haven were the world’s great men. Grand, noble, philanthropic 
Bishop Haven! Sweet will be his memory in the hearts of mill- 
ions, outside of your own connection, down through the coming 
ages. 

“You are familiar with the history of the African Methodist 
Episcopal Church, for that history is an offshoot of the history 
of your own Church. The African Methodist Episcopal Church 
is the oldest daughter of the Methodist Episcopal Church in 
America, and she is proud of her position in the grand Methodist 
family. You know her history. You know her history because 
the two Churches have stood side by side. If we are strangers, 
it is not for want of opportunity of acquaintance. We have been 
observing your movements. We have been studying your doc- 
trine. We have drunk in the inspiration which you have gained 
from the doctrines of John Wesley, as they have been formulated 
and held by Richard Watson and Raymond, and those who strike 
the same note and repeat the same thoughts of the great Watson, 
for they could do no more. 

Our history has been somewhat peculiar, almost, I might say, 
unique. If any Church has ever had a similar history, such 
Churches are few. At first it was almost neglected by Christian 
bodies, as we were working our way up through ignorance, super- 
stition, and slavery, with a determination to do what God called 
upon us to perform. We have at length reached the degree of 
intrinsic worth and respectability which we maintain at this 
present hour. Our history has been peculiar for the want of 
sympathy. We have realized that the great want of every peo- 
ple is hard work. ; 

The Church of hard work is the Church of success. The 
Church of hard work is the Church of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
We realize the fact that the race which we represent has lived in 
Uncle ‘l'om’s Cabin long enough, and that it must be, with other 
races, arace of progress. We have begun to arouse ourselves 
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from a life of passivity, and have begun to realize that idleness 
is not the stuff of which Christianity is made. Christianity does 
not grow upon such soil. It is always active and earnest. It is 
always bearing its grand, noble principles into the hearts of men. 
Too long have we given place to patience, meekness, quiet, and 
the love of rest, but we are determined to be a band of workers. 
We claim a share in the great work of developing and shaping 
and forming the sentiments and prosperity of a grand nation- 
ality. 

We stand, therefore, by the side of all Christian Churches, 
and especially by the side of all Methodisms, to increase vital 
piety in the land, to move forward against all the encroachments 
upon vital piety, against all denials of skepticism, of infidelity, 
and to make it less possible for vice and immorality to raise their 
heads in our midst. We stand with youin the strong band of 
Christian love, in the strong band of the cross of Christ and of 
a common country, in the interests of humanity, in the interests of 
pure homes and pure hearts, pure politics, pure government, and 
a purer, higher, grander, and more noble conception of the grand 
object and aim of man. We stand by your side to accomplish 
our share of this great work. The African Methodist Episcopal 
Church, notwithstanding all the hinderances, all the deteriorating 
circumstances I have mentioned, stands to-day realizing the fact 
that it must prepare itself for the great work before it. I know 
there are those who see African Methodism in its every-day dress, 
who think African Methodism considers Christianity to consist in 
emotion. But it is the object of Christianity to enlighten, as 
well as warm and purify the heart. And yet, my friends, we do 
not despise the fact that we can be emotional. We are glad we 
can feel the fire of the Holy Ghost burning upon our hearts. We 
are looking and laboring to realize the fullness of this great gift 
of God to man. 

Another thing we are holding fast to is our traditions in re- 
gard to the encouragement of labor—never to despise labor, 
but to despise idleness. We realize that healthy plants of 
Christianity do not grow in the field of idleness. We are 
now engaged in the prosecution of these appliances which are 
advancing the kingdom of our Lord Jesus Christ in the earth. 
We are engaged in the prosecution of these ideas which un- 
derlie all movements of Christianity every-where. We have 
Sabbath-schools numbering 2,500. We have our ministers, num- 
bering 1,500 traveling preachers. We have our Churches, num- 
bering 2,000 and more. We have our institutions of learning, 
and, while it is true that they are not all what we would like 
them to be, we have among them Wilberforce University, and 
every member of the Methodist Episcopal Church will remem- 
ber that institution, for it was your own Church that inaugurated 
it, for the instruction of the colored youth, twenty-five years ago. 
Your own Dr. Rust, that eminent apostle and friend of man, 
was once its honored president. Iam glad to know that I am 
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striving to fill the place once filled by that great, noble, heroic 
man. Wilberforce has property valued at $60,000; a library of 
four or five thousand volumes, and a museum valued at $2,000. 
It has many of the appliances and facilities for conducting an ed- 
ucational institution, and it has, in the last seventeen years, part- 
ly or fully educated more than twelve hundred youth of our 
people. 

It is a great thought that we can unite in so great a work, that 
we can stand by your side in our work. 

We rejoice in the fraternal spirit which cares for sick and dy- 
ing Methodist preachers in California and Georgia, though they 
be of different families. It is grand for us to conceive that the 
principle of co-operation is going to so form the sentiment of the 
country that even the wife of a Methodist minister, traveling any- 
where in the country, is perfectly safe, even though she belong 
not to the favored race of our country. 

The plan for the union of the different branches of Methodism 
in an ecumenical council is one of great promise. It is not with- 
out worth to Methodism. It is not without worth to Christian- 
ity. And we do not boast when we rejoice that God has owned 
our work, and when we can see, as you can see, thousands who 
are being touched by the touch-stone of love as it is handed to 
them by ministers trained in our schools. 

Our Church is also engaged in missionary work. All our life 
of sixty-four years has been a life of missionary work. But in the 
last two or three years we have ventured a little off from the 
American continent. We have set up the missionary standard in 
Hayti, to assist in rescuing that gem of the ocean from the hand 
of Romanism. Our missionary reports the gathering of scores 
from Catholicism to Methodism. 

We bear to you, brethren of the Methodist Episcopal Confer- 
ence, now the warmest feelings of unity, the strongest hope, and 
the most ardent and fervent love. You will have our best and 
highest wishes for success in your deliberations, and for the glo- 
rious conquest of the world so far as God shall call you to its ac- 
complishment. 

—_~$4 <_< 


38 tT .—Yournal, page 356. 


REPLY TO THE ADDRESS OF THE AFRICAN METHODIST 
EPISCOPAL CHURCH. 


Tum GrneRAL CONFERENCE OF THE Mersopisr Episcopan 
Cuurcu TO THE GENERAL CONFERENCE OF THE AFRICAN 
Meruopist Episcopal CHURCH. 


Dear Faruers anp Breturen: Your fraternal greetings, 
brought to us by your worthy representative, were highly appre- 
‘ciated. With all our hearts we reciprocate your Christian salu- 
tations. It is our desire that our two Churches should ever pre- 
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serve the kindliest relations, and be helpers of one another in 
spreading scriptural holiness over our land. Recognizing you as 
brethren beloved in the Lord, we are all the more drawn to you 
in sympathy because both in doctrine and polity we have so much 
in common. We speak for our entire Church in assuring you 
that we rejoice in the good work you are doing in extending the 
knowledge of the saving truth of our Lord Jesus Christ. May 
you have in the future even greater success than in the past! 
May peace and prosperity attend you in all your borders and in 
all your labors! Your triumphs are ours. We would have you 
share in ours. May both our Churches receive, in richer measure, 
the spirit of wisdom, and zeal, and power, that our enlarging op- 
portunities and responsibilities in establishing the kingdom of 
_ Jesus among men may be fully met! An esteemed brother, ap- 
pointed to represent us before your body, will more fully convey 
to you our Christian greetings. 


—— + 


METHODIST PROTESTANT CHURCH. 


32.—Jou rnal, page 271. 


REPORT OF THE FRATERNAL DELEGATE TO THE METHODIST 
PROTESTANT CHURCH. 


To THE GENERAL CONFERENCE OF THE Meruopist Episcopan 
CHURCH. 


Dear Farners AND BretHren: Having been appointed by 
the Bishops as Fraternal Delegate to the Methodist Protestant 
Church, I beg leave to report that, in obedience to said appoint- 
ment, I attended its General Conference, held in Baltimore, May, 
1877. Finding the Conference engrossed with the important 
question of union with the Methodist Church, I waited until that 
union was effected, by which a divided Church was made one in 
the bonds of Christ Jesus our Lord. To this enlarged body I 
presented my credentials, and was received with every mark of 
confidence and affection, and a time was fixed to receive your 
greetings at the hands of your Fraternal Messenger. 

I cannot speak too strongly of the kindness and courtesy char- 
acterizing this official interview. Large-hearted responses were 
made, filled with the true spirit of fraternity, and assurances 
given of increasing confidence and love for the mother Church, 
whose lines had gone into all the world. There is an altar before 
whose fires all differences fade away, as there is a Presence silenc- 
ing all contentions, and quieting all storms. May the altar and 
the Presence be ever seen in the Church of the living God! 


Yours fraternally, ALEXANDER EK, Grgson, 
BautimMore, May, 1880. 
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33.—Journal, page 271. 
CREDENTIALS AND ADDRESSES. 


Tus is to certify that, by the General Convention of the Meth- 
odist Protestant Church, held in the city of Baltimore, Maryland, 
May 23, 1877, Rev. J. J. Smith, D.D., Rev. D. Wilson, D.D., 
and Hon. F. H. Pierpoint, were duly elected Fraternal Messengers 
to the General Conference of the Methodist Episcopal Church, to 
meet in Cincinnati, Ohio, May, 1880. 


L. W. Barrs, President. 


G. B. WE roy, Secretary. 
ADRIAN, MicH., Aprii 13, 1880. 


ADDRESS OF REV. J. J. SMITH, D.D. 


Mr. PrREsIpENT, FATHERS, AND BRETHREN: I feel it to be a 
pleasing task, as well as a great honor, to be permitted to stand 
here before you, as I now do, as one of the official bearers of the 
sincere and heart-felt greetings of the Methodist Protestant 
Church to this venerable and august body. And, while I regret 
the absence of one of our messengers to this General Conference, 
the Hon. Mr. Pierpont, of West Virginia, who has been providen- 
tially detained, I feel especially favored in being supported as I 
am by my able colleague, Dr. Wilson, of Washington, who comes 
to you with warm heart and eloquent.tongue. - 

There is also another gratifying consideration, not only to my- 
self, but also to the other members of the delegation, namely, 
that, while we come to you with messages of friendship and 
Christian love, we come with entire confidence in your readiness 
to receive us cordially, as well as formally, and not only to hear 
us, but also to bless us with your benedictions. We feel the more 
assured of your good-will, a proper reciprocity of kind feelings, 
not because we are a strong and influential body, like your own; 
for, like many other denominations, we are but small when com- 
pared with yourselves; but because we are Methodists, and be- 
long with you to the great Methodist family. We claim to be a 
living, growing branch of that vine that was planted, under God, 
by John Wesley. We therefore most heartily greet you in the 
name of the great Head of the Church, not only as brethren in 
the Lord, but as our brethren. We feel this the more because 
the points of agreement between us are so numerous and palpa- 
ble. We believe with you in the entire subjection of the soul to 
Christ, and the witness of the Holy Spirit. Your means of grace 
are our means of grace. Your mode of worship is also our mode 
of worship, and your doctrines are emphatically our doctrines. 
We consequently preach the same religious truths: a free and 
universal atonement; man’s volition and responsibility; a condi- 
tional and full salvation; a Saviour that saves to the uttermost all 
them that come to God through him, 
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True, there is a difference in our ecclesiastical polities. And, 
although this difference is not an essential one, yet, as I believe, 
it is an honest difference, and a difference to which each denom- 
ination has a perfect right. And while we claim the privilege to 
uphold and maintain that particular form of Church government 
that we have adopted as being, in our estimation, more in accord- 
ance with the spirit of the age in which we live, we most unhes- 
itatingly accord to you the same undoubted right to uphold and 
maintain that very efficient form which you have adopted, and 
under which you have achieved such marvelous success. I re- 
joice, however, to know that the difference between us now in 
this respect is not so great as it was in 1830. And I also rejoice 
to know that the asperities and recriminations of that period have 
passed away, and, as I trust, never to return, and that a more 
hopeful and blessed future of growing amity, of mutual respect 
and a warmer Christian fellowship, is before us. Still I indulge 
in no prophecy of future organic union between the two bodies. 
I think it not best to expect too much in this direction from these 
changes and approximations. For, while I freely admit that 
there are many considerations that would seem to make such a 
union between us not only possible, but to many minds even 
probable, at no very distant day, yet I see no tangible indications 
either tending to or pointing toward such a consummation. 
And, perhaps, after all, however much such a union may be de- 
sired by some, it may not be necessary either for the glory of 
God or the salvation of souls. For, whatever may be the views 
of others respecting the precise nature of that oneness among all 
Christians for which our blessed Lord so ardently prayed during 
his humiliation, I very much doubt if the time will ever come on 
earth, or whether the Saviour ever meant it should, when there 
will be such a fusion among the different denominations as to 
obliterate all the distinctive lines between them, so that there 
shall be no longer Methodists, Presbyterians, Baptists, Episcopa- 
lians, Congregationalists, ete. 

For whatever advances may be made by society socially, intel- 
lectually, and morally, human nature will doubtless remain 
human nature still through all the coming ages. As man’s judg- 
ment will never be absolutely perfect here, and as different per- 
sons will continue to exercise different degrees of intelligence, 
and to look upon the same things from difterent stand-points, I 
suppose there will ever remain honest differences of opinions 
among Christians upon minor subjects. Hence, as there are at 
present different views entertained among the various denomina- 
tions as to the best order for public worship, the nature and 
proper administration of the sacraments, the precise limits of 
human volition and foreordination, the most advisable form of 
Church government, ete.; so, probably, in all future time different 
opinions and practices respecting unessentials will still be retained 
among them, and will continue in some measure to be determined 
then, as now, by people’s early educations, their religious associ- 
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ations, various external influences, and the peculiar types of indi- 
vidual minds. : 

Perhaps, after all, it is better that there should be a number of 
Christian denominations in the present state. They doubtless 
tend, under proper religious discipline and direction, to promote 
a wholesome and commendable spirit of rivalry, thus stimulating 
and provoking one another to good works. For, as the land is 
better watered by many rivers than it could be by one, however 
deep its channel and broad its bosom; as many keys with corre- 
sponding chords are necessary to a piano in order to delight the 
ear with its witchery of music; or, as a large army is often ren- 
dered far more efficient by acting in separate divisions under as 
many different commanders than it would be if solidly massed in 
one body under one commander, however able; so, perhaps, many 
denominations, while maintaining their respective distinctive 
ecclesiastical forms, may better subserve the great interest of 
Christ’s kingdom among men than could a single one, however 
large and imposing. But, be this as it may, one thing is certain, 
namely, that, while the present state of things exists, there should 
be upon the part of each of the different branches of the Church 
militant a ready recognition of a universal brotherhood, embrac- 
ing all of God’s people of every name, and a constant cultivation 
of good-will and Christian fellowship among them. 

One of the great needs of Protestantism has been, and is more 
or less to-day, not the destruction or repudiation of the distinctive 
features of its various denominations, but the destruction of all 
party prejudice, and especially that hateful type of sectarianism 
that manifests itself in a spirit of pompous bigotry, Pharisaical 
exclusiveness and dogmatic intolerance, that has too often served 
to cripple and neutralize, to a great extent, its moral power for 
good in former ages. 

As Protestants we need to harmonize and fraternize, so as to 
co-operate or work together in all the great moral enterprises of 
the day, and thus unitedly to direct our forces against all organ- 
ized forms of wickedness, against all systems of Satanic delusion, 
and against principalities and powers and spiritual wickedness in 
high places. We need to feel that we are in a great measure like 
the grand divisions of a vast army, and that while we are moving 
forward under our respective banners, and under the immediate 
direction of our own officers, we are also, at the same time, 
all alike under the general supervision and direction of the great 
Captain. of our salvation; and that we are battling side by side 
in the same conflicts, and participating and rejoicing together in 
the same triumphs. We need, in a word, to be more of one heart 
and one soul, that the Holy Ghost may descend upon us all in 
Pentecostal glory, as he did upon the little band of Christians at 
Jerusalem eighteen hundred yearsago. We need this to vitalize 
our moral energies, and to fire our souls and our Churches, if pos- 
sible, into tenfold efficiency and power. It was for this all-potent 
unity among believers that our blessed Saviour prayed, And I 
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rejoice to see and know that a warmer, purer, and better Chris- 
tian spirit is prevailing now among the different branches of the 
Church of Christ than has ever prevailed before. That there is 
so manifestly a growing New Testament fraternity among Chris- 
tians of the present day, that is deeper and broader than mere 
conventional formalities, or the phraseology of quadrennial ad- 
dresses; a fraternity that is molded by no sectarian hobbies, and 
which is circumscribed by no denominational boundaries, but 
which glows and burns toward all Christian bodies, in spite of 
ecclesiastical differences, and which, by its magic power, enthrones 
justice above prejudice, and brotherly kindness above all party 
shibboleths; a fraternity that is the direct outgrowth of the ever- 
blessed echo of the angels’ song over the plains of Bethlehem, 
“Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good-will 
toward men.” 

And now, Mr. President, before taking my seat, allow me, in 
behalf of the Methodist Protestant Church, to say, that while we 
most cordially and sincerely pray with the great apostle, “ Grace 
be with all them that love our Lord Jesus Christ in sincerity,” 
yet our souls go out with a warmer glow of affection toward all 
Methodists. There is to our ears a charm in the veryname. Its 
memories to us, as well as to you, are full of hallowed associa- 
tions. Even the history of Methodism, which is a glorious his- 
tory of fervent zeal, of heroic endurance, of rapid progress, of 
signal usefulness, and lofty achievements, we feel is, in a measure, 
our history also. We rejoice with you that Methodism not only 
challenges the admiration of the philanthropist, the pen of the 
historian, and the respect of the statesman, but that it has already 
taken high*rank among the moral and religious forces of the age. 
And we are free to say that we are proud to labor and toil for the 
salvation of souls and the evangelization of the world in this 
grand division of God’s sacramental hosts. And whatever differ- 
ences there may be between the distinctive ecclesiastical polities 
of the several branches of the great Methodist family, embracing 
as they do nearly 5,000,000 of communicants, there should be no | 
unsanctified strife among us, for we are brethren in the fullest 
sense of the term. There is certainly work enough for us all, and 
room enough for all to work. 

In conclusion, Mr. President, permit me to most heartily thank 
you for the opportunity which has been given me to officially as- 
sure you and this venerable body of the kind feeling and frater- 
nal regards of the Methodist Protestant Church toward you and 
your people. My only regret is, aside from the absence of the 
Hon. Mr. Pierpont, that I have not an ability equal to the occasion. 

But then I congratulate myself on the fact that my efforts will 
be abundantly reinforced by my talented colleague, Dr. Wilson. 

And now, dear brethren, my sincere prayer is that God may 
bless you, and keep you, and cause his face to shine upon you, 
and that he will make you a still greater factor among the evan- 
gelical denominations in spreading the Redeemer’s kingdom 
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through all latitudes and longitudes, until the final shout of vic- 
tory and holy triumph shall be heard in all lands, until the glad 
acclaim shall go up from among all nations and languages and 
tongues and people, “The Lord God omnipotent reigneth; for the 
kingdoms of this world have become the kingdom of our Lord 
and his Christ, and he shall reign for ever and ever! ” 


ADDRESS OF REV. D. WILSON, D.D. 


My honored colleague, the chairman of our fraternal embassy, 
kindly suggested that I should take the statistical part of this 
- commission. I accept the soft impeachment, and rest confidently 
in the conviction that “figures wont lie.” But what fraternity 
can there be in figures? what poetry? what theology? We read. 
of David numbering Israel, and incurring thereby the displeasure 
of the Almighty; we read, also, of poetical numbers, but I have no- 
where read of a fraternal calculus. Perhaps it is found in alge- 
bra, in those somewhat cabalistic signs which stand for unknown 
quantities. ‘Then our love for you is, I trust, so great as to be 
incomprehensible, and yours for us is also, I trust, an appreciable 
entity if the quantity be also unknown. 

I am well assured that Methodism need not shun statistics, 
Her grand aggregates are a joy to angels and to men. “Joyful 
over one sinner that repenteth,” her rejoicings have swollen the 
halleluias of heaven, as in its marvelous progress unnumbered 
millions have gone up to join the innumerable multitude now be- 
fore the throne, of every kindred, tribe, and tongue. 

The late Rev. Dr. John M. Duncan, of Baltimore, once said, he 
was tired of “numbering Israel.” But the Saviour surely num- 
bered the “ninety and nine” to find the missing lamb, leaving 
the suggestion that, if this statistical enumeration serves no other 
purpose, it will direct our attention to those who are wandering 
away, and whom Methodists should follow into the wilderness to 
“seek and save.” ‘The time has surely not yet come when we 
can safely relieve our Conference secretaries from their laborious 
obligations; when class-books and Annual Conference Journals 
can be relegated to the limbo of forgotten usages and customs. 

But statistics are, after all, our test. The popular estimate 
of our theological system, after all, depends on its efficiency, and 
this is determined by our statistics. Even the unlettered African 
makes choice of his creed on the basis of success. He is not 
greatly impressed by our colleges, our ritual, our learning, but 
rather by the number of souls saved through the preaching of the 
word. As, in ante-bellum times, a master said to his servant in 
the South, a pious, though illiterate, Methodist preacher: “Sam, 
can you tell me why it is that these Methodists are sO much more 
successful in gaining converts than other denominations? These 
Episcopalians and Presbyterians are learned men. They write 
all their sermons, and yet they have but few converts. Why, 
Lord bless your soul, massa, dat am jist as plain as de nose on 


your face! You see, dese Piscopaleans and Prisbyterian minis- 
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ters, dey is high larnt, wery high larnt ministers, dey is, and dey 
writes ebery word ob dere sermons, and when deys gwine to 
preach dey sticks em in dere pockets, an ole Satin, he slips up be- 
hind dem, and reads ebery word of dere sermins, and he puts it 
into de heads of de people not to believe em. But you see! as for 
dese Methodist preachers, neder de debbil nor demselves knows 
what dey is gwine to say afore dey says it.” 

We smile at the ingenuity of the sable African’s explanation, 
but it contains the popular estimate of the efficiency of Method- 
istic agencies and instrumentalities, and suggests that success 
must be the. measure of our efficacy in all time to come. 

Our statistics are interesting in showing the inherent vitality 
of Methodism, in all associations, and under all forms of govern- 
mental polity. A dozen or two of Bishops may be thrown in, 
and their ponderous weight will not impede its progress, and 
when the car is lightened it still rolls on with the force of its orig- 
inal momentum. Indeed, laying aside all preferences and predi- 
lections, Methodists are recognized every-where, having a strong 
family resemblance, speaking the same language; and the chil- 
dren of our good old mother, looking up into her benignant face, 
are inclined to forget the chidings and spankings of the long, 
long ago. Now, whether it has come to pass that the mother has 
relented a little and come to us, or we, her exiled children, have 
been of late years slightly “homeward bound,” we somehow or 
other have gotten nearer within the old loving arms, and our 
golden locks are twined again by the same loving hands. We 
do not wonder that old folks are attached to the old homestead, 
and do not like to move. Old people are set in their ways. 
What is good enough for them they think should be good enough 
for their children. So our old mother Methodism is conservative. 
It lgoks on the old farm gate, and puts a nail or rivet in the rusty 
hinge. The old mansion is good enough. The shutters bang, 
and the doors mayhap scrape the floors, but what of that? 
Well, the family at home will soon need more room, and more 
privileges, and the dear old mother will say by and by: “ Chil- 
dren, have your way. Build anew and larger mansion if you will, 
but use the old foundations, the walls, the floors, and the timbers, 
as far as they will go.” And they will! For every man will 
build over against his own dwelling, and when all the Methodists 
of the whole world get to work, what a grand and glorious tem- 
ple will be raised on high! 

Our own branch of the parent tree has been of rather slower 
growth than the parent stock. It retains, however, its original 
vitality, has always looked vigorous and thrifty, but has shown 
we confess, but small power of absorption. It has grown mainly 
from its hold on surrounding influences, and has not been much 
injured by breezes and storms. Now that it has taken root you 
will be glad to learn that it shows corresponding signs of a more 
thrifty and vigorous growth. It has, in its development, proven 
the fact that the parent tree could not appropriate all the mate- 
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rial from which Methodists are grown. We therefore rejoice in 
your prosperity, as you, doubtless, rejoice in ours. We honor our 
parentage in striving to imitate, as best we can, your faith, 
your zeal, and the earnestness of your workers in the field of 
domestic and foreign missions; in the wise plans of denomi- 
national and theological education; in your endeavors to main- 
tain the purity of your doctrinal standards; and in eschewing the 
fantasies and vagaries of “science falsely so called,” and a liberal 
theology. Weare one with you in seeking to diminish the points of 
divergence, and in multiplying the harmonies and resemblances 
of denominational existences. If, like Wordsworth’s child, we 
still insist that “we are seven,” while you think some of our de- 
nominational differences are really buried in the tomb, you will 
sympathize with us in the thought that it is difficult to forget the 
past, and to hide wholly from our memories things we once so 
dearly loved. ; 

If I have forgotten statistics, and left the mathematical part of 
this embassy unsolved, I account for it wholly in the fact that I 
am associated with a somewhat distinguished traveler who made 
the tour of Europe, and who, with Whittier’s traveler, also 


“ Paused on the goat crags of Tabor to see 
The gleam of thy waters, O dark Galilee!” 


But, Mr. President, our statistics are yours. Of all the Meth- 
odist families we are statistically the eighth. Our past ratio of 
increase would nearly give us your present membership in a hun- 
dred years. ; 

Our thoughts necessarily combine in the contemplation of what 
Methodism is yet to be. There are those who think its mission 
is complete; that it is unsuited to dense populations and aristo- 
cratic centers; that its itinerancy is defective; that congregational 
influences will impair its prestige and impede its development. 

We do not sympathize in such fears. “The field is the world,” 
and, alas! unnumbered millions in heathen and in Christian lands 
hold up their hands in pitying appeals for some to lead them 
down to the healing waters of salvation; near the 


“« Silver brook which flowed 
Fast by the oracles of God.” 


God has honored you, beloved brethren, in your efforts to 
spread the Gospel in the “regions beyond.” Your missions are 
your “joy and crown of rejoicing.” We gaze with emotions of 
mingled wonder and delight on that part of this vast auditorium 
assigned to your representatives from India’s “coral strand.” 
We catch inspiration from this inspiring scene. We realize that 
the sainted spirits of Swartz, of Carey, and of Judson, with oth- 
ers, are here looking down upon you, beckoning you onward and 
forward. hee : 

It may be thought that this denominational fraternity has 

rown to irksome and inconvenient proportions. We may some- 
times ask, What of all this handshaking, and these oft-repeated 
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encomiums? When we look at the budding trees, we might also 
ask, What of all these blossoms? this pink and purple bloom? 
Wait! By and by the rounded peach and pear and apple appear, 
and, erewhile, we have the rich, ripe clusters of autumn fruit, 
beautiful to look upon, good for food, and pleasant to the taste. 
Surely the ripened fruits of continued fraternization must soon 
appear. Erewhile we shall see this paradisaical bloom expand 
into the universal harmonies of the millennial age, when all our 
fragmental subdivisions shall cease, and when God’s hand, through 
a unified Methodism, shall be laid upon all contention to suppress 
it, and when his people of every nation and every name shall be 
harmoniously and happily ons. 


——————_ero—____—__- 


34,— Journal, page 271. 


ADDRESS OF THE METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH TO THE 
PROTESTANT METHODIST CHURCH. 


Dear Farurrs anp Breraren: We embrace the occasion of 
the quadrennial session of our General Conference to express to 
you our fraternal regards and kindly remembrances. It gives us 
great satisfaction in the Lord to learn that a goodly degree of 
prosperity attends your labors; that you steadfastly adhere to the 
teachings of the fathers and the doctrines of the Gospel, and that you 
still possess the spirit and power of an earnest Christianity. We re- 
joice to be co-workers with you in spreading scripture holiness 
throughout the world; and whatever differences of opinion may 
obtain between us upon inferior questions, we are happy to be- 
lieve that we are at one in a common purpose to preach the Gos- 
pel as we have received it from our honored founder. Your 
prosperity is ours in a double sense—ours in that the Gospel of 
Christ is honored thereby; ours in that common Methodism is 
strengthened thereby. 

We hope to meet your representatives ere long at the great Pan- 
Methodistic Convocation, to be held at the home of our common 
Methodism. There, we trust, we may take sweet counsel together, 
and devise large things for time to come. The visit of your hon- 
ored delegate has given us great satisfaction, and, we trust, he 
bore away with him kindly memories of us and our Christian 
salutations. 

eee 
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ADDRESS OF THE METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH TO THE 
METHODIST CHURCH. 


Dear Farners anp Breruren: Prompted by that spirit which 
ought to obtain between different members of the body of Christ, 
we send you our greetings in the Lord. We do this with more 
of cordiality because we cannot forget our common origin; our 
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common interest in the history of Methodism, a history that is 
one of the marvels of these times; and that you preach the same 
doctrines, derived from the same sources, as we ourselves preach. 
It is a matter upon which we congratulate you that you still find 
the preaching of the Gospel the “power of God unto salvation.” 
We learn of your prosperity with sincere thankfulness, and pray 
God that it may increase more and more. Your success shall be 
ours, and in your growth and enlargement we shall feel blessed, 
and shall be sharers in your joys as the favors of God fall upon 
your heritage. Methodism has still a great work to do, and we 
welcome you to contest with us the honor of its doing. 


a Oe 
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REPORT OF DR. CHAPMAN, FRATERNAL DELEGATE TO GEN- 
ERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH. 


To THE BisHorps AND MEMBERS OF THE GENERAL CONFERENCE 
or THE Mernopist EriscopaL CHURCH. 


Dear Fatuers and Breturen: I have the honor to report to 
your reverend and honorable body the performance of the duties 
of a Fraternal Delegate to the General Assembly of the Presby- 
terian Church, assembled at Saratoga, New York, May, 1879. 

In consequence of illness your delegate was unable to visit 
the Assembly of 1878, the year indicated in his credentials, 
With the delegates from other fraternizing bodies, he was most 
courteously and cordially received, listened to with respectful at- 
tention, and the Christian salutations he bore were responded to 
and reciprocated by the Moderator, Dr. Jessup, in a very felici- 
tous and cordial address. Your delegate was impressed with the 
intelligence and earnestness of the members of the Assembly, as 
well as with their thorough and punctual devotion to the interests 
committed to their care. Respectfully submitted, 

J. A. M. Cuapman, 


CrncinnaTI, On10, May, 1880. 


EVANGELICAL ASSOCIATION OF NORTH AMERICA, 


3'7— Journal, page 216. 


REPORT OF FRATERNAL DELEGATE TO THE EVANGELICAL 
’ ASSOCIATION. 

To rue BisHorps PRESIDING, AND TO THE GENERAL CONFER- 
ENCE oF THE MeEruopist EpiscopaL Cuurcu, IN SESSION IN 
THE Crry oF Cincinnati, May, 1880. 

Dear Farners and Bretruren: The Bishops having ap- 

pointed me as Fraternal Delegate to the General Conference of 

the Evangelical Association, to meet in Chicago, October, 1879, 
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I visited said General Conference, October 16, 1879, and was re- 
ceived by the Bishops and members of said body with great re- 
spect and cordiality. They fixed the afternoon of October 18, 
1880, as the special order to receive your Address, and the re- 
marks which, by their request, were made by your delegate, in 
the German language, were evidently received with favor and 
evidences of pleasure. You will find my address with this 
letter, correctly translated into English, though abbreviated. ; 

Bishop Merrill had the kindness to accompany me, and his 
visit pleased the brethren of that noble body of Christian minis- 
ters very much, 

Bishop R. Dubs responded to our remarks in the usual kindly 
resolutions, and they appointed a delegation of their Church to 
greet you, and I am sure you will be much pleased to hear from 


them. Very respectfully 
J. W. FREuND. 


New York, May, 1880. 


38.—Jou rnal, page 271. 
CREDENTIALS. 


Turs is to certify that the Rev. Elias L. Kiplinger, of Mishawaka, 
Indiana, is the legal representative of the General Conference of 
the Evangelical Association of North America to the General 
Conference of the Methodist Episcopal Church, which is to meet 
on the first of May, 1880. 
C. A. Tuomas, Secretary of General Conference. 
CLEVELAND, OHIO, Apri] 10, 1880. : 


——— +e —____ 


39.—Journal, page 271, 
ADDRESS OF REY. ELIAS L. KIPLINGER. 


Mr. Presipent, Dear Faruers AND BretuRen: It affords me 
great pleasure to be the bearer of fraternal greetings from our 
General Conference, held in the city of Chicago, in October last, 
to this most honorable body. 

We would gratefully acknowledge the visit of Dr. Freund, 
your able representative, and at the same time assure you that 
we received his address with deep interest and unaffected dem- 
onstrations of loving regard. The good effect of the occasion 
was greatly enhanced by the presence and address of your ven- 
erable Bishop Merrill. 

I take pleasure also in referring to the very cheering visit and 
happy remarks of Drs. Vincent and Patton. 

_ I regret exceedingly the absence of Bishop Dubs, who had 
intended accompanying me, but was last week called to the 
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Pacific coast, which accounts for my somewhat embarrassing 
single-handedness in your presence. 

We appear before you, recognizing your superiority in age, 
numbers, wealth, and learning. Yet we are children of one Fa- 
ther, consequently brethren, and members of the same great 
family. Hence we rejoice in mutual blessings and prosperity 
given, and unite with you in giving honor, glory, and praise to 
God, the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

In view of the foregoing, we stand here to-day, not simply 
because custom and courtesy require it, but because we love 
you, and are co-workers with you in winning the world for 
ae King, glorying in nothing save in the cross of our Lord Jesus 

rist. 

When we compare the period of comparative isolation, and the 
spirit of “Stand thou there, for I am holier than thou,” with the 
present fraternal relations of the various branches of the Church 
of Christ, we are led to believe that the prayer of the incarnate 
Son, “ Holy Father, keep through thine own name those whom 
thou hast given me, that they may be one as we are,” has almost 
reached its glad fruition. 

Being filled with this spirit of oneness, self and self-interests 
will disappear, and we will surely and rapidly become assimilated 
to the divine pattern, and most easily and gladly “bear each 
other’s burdens, and so fulfill the law of Christ.” Could the 
glorified spirits of the sainted fathers now appear in our midst 
they would doubtless exclaim with the psalmist: “ Behold, how 
good and how pleasant it is for brethren to dwell together 
in unity! It is like the precious ointment upon the head, 
that ran down upon the beard, even Aaron’s beard: that went 
down to the skirts of his garments; as the dew of Hermon, 
and as the dew that descended upon the mountains of Zion: 
for there the Lord commanded the blessing, even life for ever- 
more.” 

Your call, Mr. President, for an Ecumenical Conference of all 
Methodist bodies, to which our General Conference most cheer- 
fully responded, is another proof, in addition to the previously 
held councils and alliances composed of God’s embassadors from 
every clime and nation, that the gospel plan of one fold under 
one Shepherd will soon be a glorious reality. — fe 

In regard to our respective denominations, it is not surprising 
that we are by many taken for one and the same. With but 
little dissimilarity in Church government, and none whatever 
in doctrine, we exist as blending lights, illuminating and _ ani- 
mating the dark waste places. Dr. Freund expressed the 
wish, when with us, that the day of our marriage were near at 
hand. I have heard of “spiritual marriages,” and believe in 
that sense we are already married, and would add, with all em- 
phasis, “ What God has joined together, let no man [or devil] 


put asunder.” fis 
In view’ of these facts, we cannot but take a special interest in 
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yonr Church and its workings—a Church which, since the days 
of Wesley, has been so singularly blessed of God. : 

The handful of noble pioneers has grown into an army with ban- 
ners, into an army whose tread is shaking the earth, leaving its 
footprints and erecting its ramparts in every hamlet and city of 
our great broad land. Your educational itterests — universi- 
ties, colleges, and seminaries—exert a most beneficent influ- 
ence upon the rising generation. Your missionaries—a heroic, 
self-denying band—are gathering trophies for the Redeemer on 
ocean, isle, and in heathen land, and your publishing houses are 
throwing forth multiplied thousands of leaves of healing in the 
shape of papers, magazines, quarterlies, and books to the eager 
masses standing ready to receive them. 

“Happy art thou, O Israel: who is like unto thee, O people 
saved by the Lord, the shield of thy help, and who is the sword 
of thy excellency ! and thine enemies shall be found liars unto 
thee; and thou shall tread upon their high places.” 

Allow me, sir, to refer briefly to the doings of the Church 
which I have the honor of here representing. 

You know our origin, You know that our work began in 
obscurity and weakness, and amid discouragements sufficient to 
appall the stoutest heart. But the little one has grown and 
prospered, until now, after an existence of eighty years, we 
number 110,000 members, and nearly 1,000 traveling preach- 
ers, divided into 21 Annual Conferences. Our Church prop- 
erty is estimated at about $3,975,000. Our publishing enter- 
prise is in a prosperous condition, and the subscriptions to our 
nine different periodicals are constantly increasing. Our home 
missionary operations extend from the Atlantic to the Pacific, 
and from beyond the northern lakes to the Gulf of Mexico. 
We have one Conference in Canada, two in Europe, and seven 
missionaries in Japan. During the last four years we have ex- 
pended $314,000 in support of home and foreign missions. 

Wherever we go, at home or abroad, we find our Methodist 
Episcopal brethren. ‘Toward the setting sun, and in the sunrise 
kingdom, we take them by the hand; in crowded European mart, 
along the peaceful and historic valley of the Rhine, and even to 
the Alpine heights of grand little Switzerland, our voices join in 
singing Luther’s magnificent 

“ Hin feste Burg ist unser Gott, 
Ein guter Wehr und Waffen.” 


Thus, even while bearing different names, we may labor side 
by side, giving impulse to intellect, rousing and exciting the 
mass of latent talent which God has distributed through the lowest 
as well as the highest conditions of life, arresting the tide of skep- 
ticism, resuscitating the Church, causing her wakeful eye to beam 
with intelligence, her healthful heart to burn with charity, and 
her willing hands, ever open and ever employed, to diffuse through- 
out the world the blessings of redeeming love, until the bright- 
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ness of the latter-day glory shall cover the earth as the waters 
cover the sea. Christ’s assurance of triumph is a historical fact; 
his actual triumph through his Church for nearly two thousand 
years is no less historically certain, and in the language of Dr. 
Mason, I would say, “The days, O brethren, roll rapidly on when 
the shout of the isles shall swell the thunder of the continent; 
when the Thames and the Danube, when the Tiber and the 
Rhine, shall call upon the Euphrates, the Ganges, and the Nile, 
and the land concert shall be joined by the Hudson, the Missis- 
sippi, and the Amazon, singing with one heart and one halleluia, 
‘Salvation! the Lord God omnipotent reigneth!’ and the whole 
earth will be filled with the glory of his name.” 

Hoping that you will honor us with a fraternal delegation at 
our next General Conference, I leave you, praying for the bene- 
diction of heaven upon you and your Church. 


REFORMED EPISCOPAL CHURCH. 


4.0 ,— Journal, page 104. 


REPORT OF THE FRATERNAL DELEGATE TO THE REFORMED 
EPISCOPAL CHURCH. 


To THE GENERAL CONFERENCE OF THE Merruopist EPiscopPaL 
CHURCH, TO BE HELD IN Cincinnati, May, 1880. 


Dear Farurrs and BRETHREN: In accordance with a resolution 
passed by the last General Conference, I was appointed by the 
Board of Bishops to bear your Christian greetings to the Re- 
formed Episcopal Church. In pursuance of this appointment I 
visited the General Council of the Reformed Episcopal Church, 
which was held in Newark, New Jersey, May 8, 1878. They 
gave me a very courteous and brotherly reception. 

I may be permitted to say that I was deeply impressed with 
the spirit of Christian catholicity which prevailed among them, 
and with the earnest zeal which characterized their delibera- 
tions. 

Friday evening, May 10, I was formally received as your rep- 
resentative, and my address was responded to by Bishop Samuel 
Fallows, D.D., in a speech of hearty Christian fellowship. 
Bishops Samuel Fallows, D.D., and W. R. Nicholson, D.D., were 
appointed as Fraternal Delegates to your body. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Ricuarp N. Davizs. 
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41 .—— Journal, page 206. 
CREDENTIALS OF DELEGATE. 


Turis may certify that the General Council of the Reformed 
Episcopal Church, convened in the city of Chicago, Illinois, on 
the 28th day of May, 1879, appointed Bishop Samuel Fal- 
lows, D.D., of Chicago, to represent them at the next meeting 
of the General Conference of the Methodist Episcopal Church, 
and of his diligence herein to render a full report to the next Gen- 
eral Council. 

By order of the General Council. 

Epwarp Wuson, Secretary. 
June 3, 1879. 


——_0+e—_—_— 


42 — Journal, page 207, 
ADDRESS OF REY. BISHOP FALLOWS. 


Mr. PrEsipENT, Dear Fatrurers AND BRETHREN: We received 
with great satisfaction and delight the visit and address of your 
honored representative to our General Council—the Rev. Dr. 
Davies. Bishop William R. Nicholson, D.D., the presiding 
Bishop of our Church, was deputized by our last General Coun- 
cil to bear with me the hearty fraternal greetings of our Church 
to yours. He has been prevented from being present, greatly to 
his regret. 

I come from the youngest Episcopal Church on the continent, 
with the most cordial salutation, to the oldest. 

Though we are but a few years old, our congregations are to 
be found in the United States, along the entire length of the 
domain of Canada, from Nova Scotia to Vancouver’s Island, in 
England, in Scotland, and in Bermuda. Australia and the East 
Indies have asked for the unfurling of our standard upon their 
shores. Though yet in our mustard-seed period, we feel that 
the good hand of our God is upon us. 

I come, sir, as I have said, to the oldest Episcopal Church in 
the country—the Church which John Wesley, with the unfailing 
blessing of the great Head of the Church, established. 

In exquisitely subtle and beautiful analysis, dividing asunder 
the soul and spirit and piercing the joint and marrow of truth 
for which Mr. Arthur is so famous, he has told us “ that the most 
practical thing in this world is a thought put into a human mind 
or a feeling raised in a human heart.” But when the thoucht is 
put into the human mind it cannot rest satisfied until it is en- 
shrined in a human deed, and the feeling will not sit solitary in 
the human heart, but wed itself to wooing form, and become 
the fruitful mother of fruitful fact. And the more noble the 
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thought, the more majestic the deed it glorifies, and the more 
beautiful and ardent the feeling, the more vigorous and strong 
the form it graces and gladdens. 

‘Thought is king, but the king must wield his scepter through 
human hands before he can command obedient subjects. “Mercy 
and truth have met together, righteousness and peace have kissed 
each other;” but these precious principles, so vital and dear to 
God and man, met together in the “ One altogether lovely and the 
chiefest among ten thousand,” the God-man of Galilee. They 
kissed each other in “the life which regenerates, and the death 
which redeems.” Hence sprang the apostles’ honored race, and 
hence the Pentecostal fire which inaugurated the visible Church 
for the nations, 

Mr. Arthur further said: “ Men are sometimes tempted to give 
Wesley a very grand compliment, and speak of him as a wonder- 
ful organizer. Very little he ever did in organization, and very 
little time he spent about it.” There is a reconciliation, sir, full 
and complete, between the universal judgment of mankind and 
Mr. Arthur’s apparent disclaimer; and to their harmony I will 
venture to call your attention for a moment. 

Considering that it was John Wesley, he did little organizing, 
but that little was more than the much organizing in any other 
uninspired man. His little finger was thicker than the loins 
of any other organizer since the days of the Apostle Paul. 
Like Hercules, the god of real force, he conquered whether 
he sat or stood or moved. He was as full of organic power 
as Charles Wesley was full of poetry. The power and the 
poetry flowed from one and the other as the streaming light 
from the sun. He spent very little time about it as other 
men spend time, for the outgoing life seemed naturally and 
spontaneously to express itself in the needed mode at the 
needed moment. He was at the head of all system-builders, 
because he had the broadest, deepest religious truth to trans- 
mit through all ages and spread through all lands—scriptural 
holiness. eh y 

It would be almost ascribing the qualities of the Infinite to 
him if we could not say of the mighty architect and of his 
mighty work, 

“ He builded wiser than he knew ; 
The conscious stone to beauty grew.” 


But we can say of him, when he took the steps necessary for the 
organization of the Methodist Episcopal Church, urged onward 
by the presence of a force he could not resist any more than he 
could the force of gravitation—a force ecclesiastical, spiritual, 
which he himself, under God, had created—I repeat it, sir, we 
can say of him when he took these steps, he knew what he was 
about. ; é 

Sir, the hour of high noon in God’s parliamentary providence 
had come, and at that supreme moment John Wesley organized 
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the needs and ideas of the centuries in the living wheels of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church, and the living Spirit came down 
from above to live and move within them. If there is one 
fact that is written with a sunbeam on the page of history— 
one fact that no disputant will dare to deny—it is this, that 
John Wesley was tremendously, intelligently, scripturally 
in earnest when he said, “I am as much of an episcopos 
as any Bishop in England,” and then proceeded to con- 
secrate Dr. Coke, the first Bishop of the whole American 
Church. 

Sir, I love all the branches of this great Methodist household 
of faith, and my love ought to be very warm to the Wesleyan 
Methodist Society across the sea, for I was born in her commun- 
ion and cradled in her arms; but my grateful, unchangeable, 
undying affection for her cannot be challenged for a single 
moment when I say to you that the normal type of Methodist 
polity is Episcopal Methodism. The Wesleyan Methodist So- 
ciety in England never had a proper chance in Wesley’s day—it 
never has had since. 

Sir, the Anglo-Saxon race needed this continent as the grand- 
est theater God ever prepared for the grandest ideas of that 
regnant people, to be unfolded in multitudinous forms to the 
world. Methodism also, sir, needed the same magnificent field 
for the development of the latest, ripest, most dominant ec- 
clesiastical thoughts of Wesley’s brain, red-hot with the fur- 
nace fires of love from Wesley’s heart. 

He did use the word superintendent, the long Latin equiva- 
lent, in the consecration of Dr. Coke, for visions of big wigs, 
flowing sleeves, outriders, postilions, a coach and six, and a 
haughty spiritual peer of the realm inside of it, were associated 
with the other word. John Wesley was an Englishman. I love 
him none the less for that. And he wisely bowed to English 
prejudices in translating episcopos from one dead language in 
the terms of another dead language. But the Methodist Epis- 
copalians here felt as Mr. Macdonald did the other night; they 
were three thousand miles away from the ecclesiastical author- 
ity at home, and could afford to be independent, and so they 
translated the ancient Greek into the good, honest, living Anglo- 
Saxon word, Bishop. 

Bishop Asbury, first of all resident American Bishops, and 
foremost too, wore the title, as he exercised the unquestionable 
authority given him, when swimming the rivers on horseback 
with his clothes in a bundle on the top of his head, when talking 
to poor, wicked Punch, the African slave, by the roadside, and 
preaching the Gospel to him with the saving power that accom- 
panied it when preached to the outcast Samaritan woman eighteen 
hundred years before, at Jacob’s well. I say, sir, he wore the title 
as gracefully, as justly, and as apostolically as my Lord Bishop 
of London rolling in his luxurious carriage from his palace to 
St. Paul’s. 


“al Pee 
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I know it has been said that Charles Wesley wrote of this or- 
dination, (and you know that many a chuckle has been had over it 
in certain quarters:) 


“Our John his hands on Coke hath laid, 
But who laid hands on him?” 


But if Charles Wesley did write the words, all I have to say is 
that ages ago old Homer nodded. The great Homer of Method- 
ism for once in his life nodded, through the asphyxiating influ- 
ence of the air of a terribly dense and prostrating High-church- 
ism. One thing is certain, this fun for ritualists has not been the 
death of Methodists. 

The hands of a higher than Canterbury or Rome were laid on 
the head of the great apostle of Methodism, as they were also 
laid on the head of the great apostle to the Gentiles—the invisi- 
ble hands of the Holy Ghost. He proved his apostolical succes- 
sion by his apostolical success, and, thanks be to God, the Bish- 
ops of the Methodist Episcopal Church, not only those already 
in the “succession,” but those godly men who by your solemn 
vote to-day are to swell their ranks, through an unbroken line 
from the Highest above, can still make good the ground of their 
apostolic boast. 

I know, too, it has been said that Dr. Coke applied to the 
Bishop of London for consecration as a Bishop of the Church of 
England, and, therefore, he did not consider himself a Bishop. 
Grant that he did so apply. What then? That he did not con- 
sider himself a validly consecrated Bishop of the Church of God 
and of the Methodist Episcopal Church? By no means. He 
wished to do the work which a Bishop only could do in connec- 
tion with the Anglican Church, and the Methodist Church in 
America had already excused him from further serving it. Not 
from ambition, but from an earnest purpose to promote best the 
kingdom of the Lord Jesus Christ, did he so apply, for this man 
had in him the organizing instinct of Wesley, without Wesley’s 
unloosening grip. The Church of England would not recognize 
his consecration, But that fact no more disproved the validity 
of Wesley’s act than the fact that because the Church of Rome 
to-day considers the archbishop of Canterbury a mere layman, 
its dictum makes him such. 

I bear greeting to you as the largest Episcopal Church on the 
continent; for, taking an honest count of actual communicants, 
the Methodist Episcopal Church alone outnumbers those of 
Rome. 

When Southey’s “Life of Wesley ” was written, English High- 
church men said, sneeringly, The book is too big a book for the 
importance of Wesley. What would these English croakers have 
thought if they could have seen Simpson’s “Oyclopedia of 
Methodism,” and Daniels’ superbly illustrated ‘“ History of 
Methodism ?” 

When Barrett Chapel was built in Maryland, a plain, rough 
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structure, which would barely hold the delegates proper to this 
Generali Conference, it was said, “ Why do the Methodists build 
so large a structure: a corn-crib will hold them all in a few 
years.” What would these Maryland wiseacres have thought, 
if they could have known of Chaplain M’Cabe’s sublime audac- 
ity, in his proposition to build ten thousand new churches in a 
few years to come, and raise in the meantime a round million 
of dollars to build ten thousand more? The corn-crib to hold 
the Methodists of this growing city of Cincinnati must be of 
the kind my own imperial State of Illinois furnishes, where they 
are built miles in length. 

Methodism is not a flash, but a flame; not a meteor, but a star. 
They wanted you to be a satellite, but you steadily refused, and 
became a central burning sun. You began with the nation’s life; 
you have grown with her growth, and strengthened with her 
strength. You have been the pillar of fire by night, and the 
cloud by day, the visible, pioneer Church, filled with the power 
of indwelling deity; to lead, and not to follow, the advancing 
tribes in their journeyings from sea to sea. Long may you re- 
tain your proud position! 

“Society, like cream, rises to the top.” The Methodist Epis- 
copal Church, which began at the bottom of American society, is 
skimming the richest cream at its top. And no one can justly 
find fault with this “fitness of things.” Judges, and generals, 
and governors, and senators, have come to your light, and 
mightier than kings to the brightness of your rising. 

May God give yougrace to go down continually to the lowliest 
of the lowly, and rise perpetually with them to the loftiest social, 
political, intellectual, and spiritual heights ! 

But far beyond the millions of members and supporters which 
swell your own ranks has your influence been asserted. You are 
not only the institution of the continent, but also the inspiration. 
You are not only the largest portion of the lump which has been 
leavened, but also (not ‘God Almighty’s big wooden spoon to 
stir up the Churches,” as Dean Milman said, for Methodism is 
not a spoon at all, and least of all a wooden spoon)—but also, sir, 
the yeasty principle in other denominational dough. You have 
liberalized and sweetened and rendered more sunny the theolog- 
ical thought of the world. 

You have been the great Gulf Stream in the ecclesiastical sea. 
You have been the luxuriant vine of God’s own planting, which 
could be confined in no inclosure. The thickly-crowding clusters 
of Methodistic grapes have hung in prodigal profusion outside 
your walls, and bountiful has been the plucking by other hands. 
There is not a single Protestant Church in the land to-day 
which has not shared in the largeness and richness of your gen- 
erous life. 

As you have maintained the equality of all souls before the 
great law of human redemption, while magnificently asserting the 
equality of all men before the great law of human rights, you 
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have sung, with a fervor which has made the gates of hell to 
tremble, of grace abounding to the chief of sinners. 


“Tts streams the whole creation reach, 
So plenteous is the store.” 


And the other Churches have had to say of the singers, in the 
further words of the song, 


“Enough for all, enough for each, 
Enough for evermore.” 


May you ever prove the truth of the scriptural declaration: “It 
is more blessed to give than to receive.” 

In several important regards our Church is most intimately re- 
lated to your own. We are allies. No, not allies merely, but a 
sworn band of brothers against that rampant spirit of ritualism 
which one of the most renowned Presbyterian ministers in this 
country, and the father of a prominent Protestant Episcopal 
Bishop, declares to be “the attempt to squirt the quintessence of 
the medizval ages into the nineteenth century,” and whose devo- 
tees a renowned Bishop of that communion declares to be “ An- 
glican sentimentalists performing their postures in the grave- 
clothes of a dead delusion.” We will together pray the Giver of 
all life to strip from them these cerements of the charnel house, 
and clothe them with righteousness divine, even the righteousness 
which is by faith in Jesus Christ. 

We are an Episcopal Church, and our episcopacy is not only es- 
sentially like yours, but 7s yours. As Bishop Cummins stated be- 
fore the last General Conference, John Wesley was a Reformed 
Episcopalian. When the question was asked him, How is that? 
he replied: “ He was an Episcopalian, was he not?” Yes. “Was 
he an wn-reformed Episcopalian?” he said. 

But far beyond the mere negative position did Bishop Cummins 
go. He held that John Wesley re-formed episcopacy on the lines 
of the early Christian Church, and thus took precisely the same 
position on this subject that was taken by the founder of the Re- 
formed Episcopal Church. And, unless the Methodist Episcopal 
Church has gone up a great deal higher than John Wesley or 
Bishop Cummins, it does hold with us that Bishops belong to 
an office, and not to an order ; and, though both may believe in the 
indelibility of the office, they do not believe in a divinely-ap- 
pointed order, through which alone the grace of God can trickle 
into human souls. 

On another point is there an intimate relationship between our 
Churches. John Wesley boiled down the substance of the thirty- 
nine articles to twenty-four. We simmered them down to thir- 
ty-five. He evaporated completely the famous seventeenth arti- 
cle, on predestination. We retained just enough of it to allow 
Methodists of the John Wesley stamp to interpret it constitution 
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ally and canonically, without the slighfest mental reservation, in 
the full Arminian sense, and also to allow Methodists of the 
George Whitefield stamp to interpret it just as fully their own 
way. And in this happy manner we have preserved the peace 
between these two Methodist schools of thought. 

Every minister, before graduating to presbyters’ orders, must 
read, mark, and learn Hodge, and thoroughly digest Adam 
Clarke. And it is wonderful how the candidate grows thereby. 
We preach the same grand doctrinesthat you do. We glory, as 
you do, in proclaiming a full and free and present salvation to a 
world of sinners lost. We admit none, knowingly, into the 
Church, unless they have repentance toward God and faith toward 
our Lord Jesus Christ. Weaim to be a Church of converted men 
and women and children. 

Many in our fold, as in yours, are longing for all the heights of 
holiness, all the depths of perfect love; yes, and are scaling Pis- 
gah’s top and entering the promised land— 


“ A land of corn, and wine, and oil, 
Favored with God’s peculiar smile, 
With every blessing blest.” 


We are a liturgical Church, and, although at first sight our 
close relationship to you on this point might be questioned, it is 
a position easily maintained. John Wesley, with that marvel- 
ous prevision in foreseeing the wants of the future, and with 
the marvelous provision he made for those wants, prepared his 
Sunday Service. He anticipated in that Liturgy the duties of 
every Revision Committee in the Anglican Church. in both 
hemispheres, and put forth a prayer-book almost identical with 
our own. 

Bishop Carman said at our General Conference, in Ottawa, 
Canada, “The early Methodists threw aside their prayer book and 
went to praying.” Iam glad, sir, that they did. The first Meth- 
odist preachers could not carry with them a load of liturgies, 
The saddle-bags would not hold them. But they did carry with 
them, in addition to the Bible, that glorious and unsurpassed “ lit- 
urgy of song,” Wesley’s hymns. They did bear with them the 
litany of a penitent and purified soul, and the Ze Deum of a tran- 
scendently joyous Christian experience. And they had more 
“amens ” ready for a single revival prayer than are to be found 
in italics or small capitals in all the separate portions of the 
Prayer-book put together. 

And if the time should ever come when, in her stately struct- 
ures, and among her cultured congregations, a need should be 
felt for the religiously educating power of a liturgy, the Meth- 
ist Episcopal Church will find all the richest treasures of the de- 
votion of the ages in the service book of her own founder, a book 
which I believe has never been officially discarded by any Gen- 
eral Conference. 
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In the use of our Liturgy, then, we have the precept and ex- 
ample of your divinely guided leader. And in addition to that, 
Richard Watson, in his Institutes of Theology, (and they have 
not become obsolete yet among you, I think; nor are they obso- 
lescent yet, nor are they to reach obsoleteness, at least for a long 
time to come, through obsolescent gradations,) this master in 
the Methodist Israel teaches us that the best method for religious 
worship is to blend extempore prayer with a liturgical service. 
We, sir, have followed to the letter the injunctions of Richard 
Watson. And I am sure, sir, you cannot find it in your heart to 
reprove us when we practice what you preach. 

We are near together in another respect; and in this particular 
we do not practice what we preach, and what you, yourselves, 
both preach and practice—with a pretty considerable latitude in 
the practice. Theoretically, we have a settled ministry; with a 
few exceptions, sir, we have a settled itinerancy. 

I believe in the itinerancy, sir. I have always believed in it. 
If I were inclined to have some doubt regarding it, the logic of 
events would completely rout the doubt. It is but two years 
ago that the most widely learned Bishop in the Protestant 
Episcopal Church said he wished there was a system in that 
communion by which a Bishop could have authority to send a 
clergyman to a parish to remain at least a single year. And in 
the “Daily Christian Advocate” of last week, it is stated that 
the laymen of a diocese in that Church have voluntarily voted 
to have their Bishop send the clergymen to the parishes. They 
are ending where you began. Many among us in our Church 
are inclined to think that if our Bishops were to appoint min- 
isters to the parishes annually, and let them remain so long 
as the greatest good of the greatest number was promoted, 
we should have an itinerancy in which there would be the 
minimum of friction, and the maximum of power. However 
that may be, in the elastic Methodist itinerancy is coiled up the 
earthly spring of its unparalleled ‘success. I know you will 
never weaken it. 

Again, sir, in the Reformed Episcopal Church we ordinarily 
wear gowns; sometimes we do not. We have no law on the sub- 
ject. But when we do wear them, some of us do not forget that 
Dr. Coke in a gown consecrated Bishop Asbury in a gown, and 
thus for our practice we again have the highest Methodist 
authority. i 

One more thought, and I must close. We are still more closely 
related to you in another regard. Our sainted founder and first 
presiding Bishop was born of Methodist parents, was converted 
at a Methodist altar, (no Ritualism about that altar,) preached 
his first sermon on a Methodist circuit, made his last public ad- 
dress before your last General Conference—an address, a golden 
censer filled with the fragrant spices of eloquent, fraternal thought, 
whose warm perfume lingers about, us still—preached his last 
sermon from a Methodist pulpit, and then went home to glory. 
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From what grander throne on earth could he have gone up to the 
throne in heaven? 

The third presiding Bishop of our Church was born, as I have 
stated, in the Wesleyan Methodist Society in England. My par- 
ents were members of the English Church. My older brothers 
and sisters were baptized in that Church. I was born under the 
Methodist dispensation and baptized from a Methodist font. The 
Wesleyan Methodist minister who officiated, a predecessor of 
Robert Newton, mistook the shouting Methodist baby (very nat- 
urally from the noise it made) for one of the gentler sex, and 
gave it a Christian name accordingly. But when peace was re- 
stored, he was informed of his mistake, and promptly baptized 
the child over again. That baby stood almost alone in that com- 
munion for his double Methodist baptism. At seven years of 
age, sir, I was a probationer in the Wesleyan Church. At 
seventeen years of age, in a humble school-house in Wiscon- 
sin, under the faithful labors of a devoted Methodist Epis- - 
copal preacher, a delegate to this General Conference, into 
whose tearful eyes my own are now looking, I gave my heart 
in an unconditional surrender to the Lord Jesus Christ. An 
exhorter, a local preacher, a circuit rider, I passed through 
the various grades of the Methodist preacher’s work. Ordained 
deacon by the glorified Bishop Baker, and elder by the honored 
senior Bishop of your Church, Bishop Scott, I never went back 
on that ordination, and have suffered no man unrebuked to call 
it in question. 

Our fourth and present presiding Bishop was also converted in 
the Methodist Church, and a renowned preacher in the Meth- 
odist Episcopal Church, South. 

Our second presiding Bishop married the beautiful daughter of 
a beautiful Methodist mother, and so three whole Bishops and the 
better half of another were the gift of the Methodist Church. 

But, still nearer, sir, did we come to the Methodist Episcopal 
Church when Bishop Nicholson was consecrated. Bishop Simp- 
son assisted Bishops Cummins and Cheney in the services and in 
the laying on of hands. When Bishop Cridge and myself were 
consecrated, Bishop Carman, of the Methodist Episcopal Church 
of Canada, assisted Bishops Cheney and Nicholson in the same 
manner. 

Why, sir, I cannot help thinking that in the Reformed Epis- 
copal Church we have a whole Methodist Ecumenical Conference 
in muniature. 

If we have the “grace of orders” from Canterbury, we have 
also the “electric touch” of the Methodist Episcopal succession, 
the glorious conductor to bring down the more than Promethean 
fire from the skies, to reanimate with everlasting light and life 
the dead souls of men. ‘ 

The strands from the Wesleyan Methodism at home, the mother 
of you all; from the Methodist Episcopal Church; from the 
Methodist Episcopal Church, South, and from the Methodist 
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Episcopal Church of Canada, bind us to you, and to the whole 
Methodist family on earth and in heaven, by a fourfold cord, 
which can never be broken. I share, sir, in the exultation which 
you all feel in the approaching Ecumenical Conference of the 
various Methodist Churches. By this great gathering of the 
heads of your various tribes, you will place all Christendom under 
renewed obligation. 

? I had a dream of a Christian alliance of the Church Catholic, 
in which all the Protestant brotherhood should eventually unite 
and present one unbroken front against all the foes of our com- 
mon faith. It may have seemed a disordered vision to some, but 
I confess, sir, since you have resolved on this practical presenta- 
tion of your complete unity, I have felt that the good time com- 
ing was almost here. You have taken the steps which will in 
God’s good time make the dream a reality. 

And when it shall come, and all the divisions of the sacra- 
mental host shall be marshaled in loving concord for that com- 
mon conflict, on the crimson banner of the cross, beneath whose 
folds all shall gather, shall be inscribed the immortal watch-words 
which have been the key-note of all your glorious victories. 
“ Jesus Christ, by the grace of God, tasted death for every man;” 
and “The blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanses from all sin.” 


MEMORIAL SERVICES. 


43.—Journal, page 268. 
ADDRESS OF CYRUS D. FOSS ON BISHOP JANES. 


Epmunp Srorer JANES was born on earth in Sheffield, Mass., 
April 27, 1807, and was born into immortality September 18, 
1875. He was the son of Benjamin Janes, who was a carpenter 
and farmer, and twin brother of Edwin L. Janes, who was for 
many years a much-beloved minister in the New York East 
Conference. 

After only such educational advantages as are afforded by the 
common schools of every New England town, he began, at the 
age of seventeen, to teach school and study law. When he had 
finished his course in the Philadelphia Law School, and was just 
ready to be admitted to the bar, he thought best to change his 
plan of life, and took up the study of medicine. But God had 
other work for him. 

He received his medical diploma from the University of Penn- 
sylvania, but was called to the practice of the highest art of 
healing. In+1830 he entered the ministry in the Philadelphia 
Conference, and was stationed at Elizabethtown, New Jersey, in 
1830-31; in 1832-33, at Orange, New Jersey; in 1834-35, he was 


534 Journal of the General Conference. [1880. 


appointed financial agent for Dickinson College. In 1836 he 
was stationed at Fifth-street, Philadelphia; in 1837-88, Naza- 
reth Church, Philadelphia; in 1839-40, at Mulberry-street, New 
York. From 1840 to 1844 he was Financial Secretary of the 
American Bible Society, and from 1844 to 1876 he was a Bishop 
of the Methodist Episcopal Church, having been chosen to that 
office soon after his thirty-seventh birthday, the youngest of any 
Bishop our Church has ever elected. 

He served in that office thirty-two years, a longer time than 
any other Bishop in this branch of Methodism. 

These are merely a few of the mile-posts along the track of 
one of the noblest of lives. For a century to come Bishop Janes 
will be reverently mentioned by Methodists in every quarter of 
the globe, along with Paul and Wesley and Asbury, as one of 
the finest specimens the Church has ever produced of utterly 
unworldly, unselfish, and untiring devotion to the work of God. 
We think of him to-day as a grand captain missing from our 
ranks. Truly “a prince and a great man is fallen in Israel.” 
“ The strong staff is broken, and the beautiful rod.” 

Yet, I suppose, when he was thirty years of age he was not 
thought of as a great man. He was not a brilliant son of genius, 
nor a man of profound learning or universal culture, nor a silver- 
tongued and resistless orator. Among his contemporaries, Olin, 
Durbin, M’Clintock, and many others excelled him, each in some 
one or more of the endowments or acquirements which make 
men kingly; but it may be well doubted whether, on the whole, 
any man of his time did grander work for Methodism than he. 

What made him great ? 

The prescribed and indispensable limit of time fixed for me 
now forbids any fit answer to the question asked. I cannot at- 
tempt an outline of his career, nor a full enumeration, much less 
any elaboration, of his wonderfully well balanced qualities of 
mind and heart. Very much might be justly said on each of 
many topics thus suggested if the time permitted. It would be 
an easy and a very grateful task for me to dwell on the marked 
symmetry of his well-rounded character, his singleness of aim, 
the judicious concentration of his powers; his mental and moral 
simplicity, directness and intensity; his practical and perpetual 
enthronement of duty; his almost unparalleled power of work, 
which rescued every part of his indefatigable industry from de- 
generating into a mere busy idleness; his roundabout common 
sense; his skillful generalship; his universal and tender sympathy, 
and his supreme personal devotement to the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Having been his neighbor for almost twenty years, and for six 
years the pastor of his family, I knew him well, loved him sin- 
cerely, revered him profoundly. He realized to me better than 
any other man I have personally known, and as well as any man 
of whom I have ever read, the apostolic ideal of a man “in 
labors more abundant,” taking on his soul “ daily the care of all 
the Churches,” and maintained in his quenchless zeal by the one 
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watch-word of all God’s grandest heroes: “The love of Christ 
constraineth me.” 

It was no single supereminent power, nor any surprising com- 
bination of a small number of striking traits, which made him 
what he was; but rather, what is rarer than either of these, the 
homogeneous and symmetrical aggregation of almost every prac- 
tical talent, all his by nature in a fair average degree, and made 
great by the tireless compulsion of an indomitable will. 

I can touch but a few specific points. 

His singleness of aim was manifest to all men. He had but 
one business, and he never forgot it. He was always about it. 
No man since the days of Paul ever had a better right to say, 
“This one thing I do.” The biographers of the greatest of the 
apostles call attention to the absolute absorption of his powers in 
the work of promulgating the Gospel, which made him sublimely 
indifferent to much that is grandest in nature and in art. There 
is no proof in his epistles that he reveled in the magnificence of 
natural scenery, or was thrilled with the architecture and stat- 
uary of Athens; none that he had ever read the orations of 
Demosthenes or the poems of Homer. There is evidence of the 
profoundest movement in this great soul “ when he saw the city 
wholly given to idolatry.” So Bishop Janes had passed twelve 
times within hearing distance of the thunders of Niagara before 
he paused an hour to behold its majestic beauty. Five times he 
passed within a few minutes’ ride of Baden Baden, but never 
turned aside to look upon the mighty throng in that metropolis 
of fashion and folly. With him “the King’s business” always 
required haste. : 

His masterful conscience impelled him also (and this is a very 
noteworthy fact) to do every thing at his practicable best. Few 
men have ever preached so many sermons, and made so many 
public addresses on occasions so various and important, so fitly 
and effectively as he. His readiness, his fullness, his adaptation, 
and his power awakened frequent surprise in those who heard 
him oftenest. 

He was a man of broad, deep, tender, Christ-like sympathies. 
In the abundant personal intercourse and the exceedingly volu- 
minous correspondence with perplexed and afflicted preachers 
and laymen, to which his official duties led him, and in those 
unofficial ministrations of spiritual help which were to him a 
daily relief from severer labors, he mingled the practical sagacity 
of a Paul with the loving tenderness of a John. Many a time in 
my pastoral rounds I have met him at funerals where he was 
not expected, and in abodes of poverty and sickness to which he 
was not invited, but where he was hailed as an angel of mercy. 
He seemed to hear forever sounding in his ears the commission : 
“Comfort ye, comfort ye my people, saith your God.” Take as 
a single most rich and precious specimen, his letter to the dying 
Rev. Dr. Thomas Sewell. As a final word of good cheer to a 
departing saint, I know nothing uninspired that can surpass 1t: 
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“New Yorx, August 1, 1870. 
“Rev. Tuomas SeweEtz, D.D.: 

“Drar Brotuer: Yesterday I saw Rev. Brother Buckley, 
who informed me you were very feeble, and perhaps growing 
weaker. I wish I could come to see you. O how I wish to greet 
you once more in the flesh! Ido most affectionately salute you 
in the Lord. The great affliction I feel at the prospect of not 
meeting you again in this world shows me how greatly I love 
you. I should feel very sad did I not turn my attention to your 
beatitude, to your glorification. O how much better it is to de- 
part and be with Christ ! 

“When Brother Buckley told me of your prostration my first 

thought was, Is he to be gathered with M’Clintock, and Foss, 
and Nadal, and Thomson, and Kingsley? What a select circle 
of noble spirits! So like each other, and so associated on earth 
as to seek each other in heaven! To be one of that circle will 
be blessed indeed. O how rapturously they will hail you on 
your approach! How tender and congratulatory will be their 
greeting ! 
“You will not be a stranger in heaven. There are many there 
whom you-will recognize when you meet them. Jesus will recog- 
nize you, and I am sure you will instantly distinguish him. How 
I wish I could see you enter the golden gates, and witness your 
first sight of ‘him as he is!’ 

“T fancy I have a pretty clear idea of how you and M’Clintock 
and Nadal will act at your first interview. I think you will all 
want to speak first. Possibly you may all shout together. 
Then, too, that excellent, godly father—I know how much you 
loved him. I know, too, how eminently worthy of your love 
he was. How you will delight to be again in his society, 
and to hold converse with him about heavenly things. Verily 
you have a great variety and a great amount of treasure in 
heaven! 

“T know you loved to preach Jesus when you had health and 
could do so. I know it is a trial to lay down that silver trumpet. 
I know, too, it is a severe trial to leave your beloved wife and 
little ones. You are not responsible for these consequences. 
You have not decided the question of life and death. God has 
done that. He will look to the consequences. He will carry 
forward his work. He will be a husband to your widow and a 
father to your children. How do you know but that you can 
minister to them as kindly and as usefully out of the body as 
you can in the body? 

“Tf God calls you to himself, without anxiety leave your 
loved ones to him. Confide all their welfare to him. He will 
care for them. 

“JT am coming after you. JI am determined to ‘keep the 
faith’ and to ‘lay hold on eternal life.’ I shall want to see you 
very soon after I get there. 

“JT commend you to the love of God, to the mediation of 
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Jesus, and the comfort of the Holy Ghost. With much love for 
your family, and with much prayer for yourseif, I am your affec- 
tionate brother in Jesus, K. 8. Jawzs.” 


These same qualities of mind and of heart, which I have to 
emphasize, were manifest in his deep concern for the success of 
our work among the colored people of the South. After hearing 
the testimonies in the love-feast of the Delaware Conference, he 
said, “I would rather hear them talk than hear the angels sing.” 

Bishop Simpson said at his funeral, “I have known him inti- 
mately for twenty-four years, and I have never known any one 
who spent so much time in private devotion as he.” His devoted 
wife, whose saintly face and holy life will long be remembered 
by all who knew her, and who preceded him by five weeks to 
Paradise, once told me, (pointing to an arm-chair in her parlor,) 
“My husband kneels at that chair from one to two hours every 
night.” 

A life of such consecrated work, and of such utter reliance on 
God, could have but one outcome. Triumphant achievement was 
at length interrupted from time to time by excruciating suffer- 
ing. But the conquering warrior was also a chastened child. 
He could heed “the voice of the rod” as well as the call of the 
clarion. When near his end he said, “I have done my praying, 
I can’t pray now. Iam too sick. It is all right.” And when 
the end (let me rather say the beginning) was just at hand, he 
was asked, “ Bishop, how do you find the valley? Are you sup- 
ported ?” and he calmly and enthusiastically said—as may God 
grant us each the grace to say when our great decisive hour shall 
come—“I am not disappointed.” 


44..— Journal, page 268. 
ADDRESS OF CHARLES H. FOWLER ON BISHOP AMES. 


Tue supreme demonstration of the transitory character of human 
greatness is found in Bishop Ames. [our years ago we looked 
toward the platform of the General Conference, and every eye 
caught one central figure. Strangers inquired his name. Friends 
watched for his presence. The entire Conference was conscious 
of his exceeding power. To-day we are asked to turn our atten- 
tion to him for only tex minutes. 

Possibly, in many lines not a greater man than Bishop Ames 
has been given to the Methodist Episcopal Church, and yet to- 
day we give him but narrow space in our thoughts. I cannot 
but ask, If they do this in the green tree, what will be done in 


the dry ? ; 
Edward Raymond Ames was born in Amesville, Athens 
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County, in the State of Ohio, in May, 1806. He died in Balti- 
more in April, 1879. 

He was of stout, brave, Puritan blood. His grandfather was 
one of Washington’s chaplains. He was pastor of a Church in 
Taunton, Massachusetts, and he died at Valley Forge, in 1778. 
The spirit, the strength, the patriotism of that grandfather were 
repeated in the grandson. 

He was a student in Ohio University, and while there was 
converted, in 1827. He united with the Methodist Episcopal 
Church. He joined the Illinois Conference in 1830. He was for 
a little time a teacher in M’Kendree College. In 1832 he came 
into that portion of the Conference known as the Indiana Con- 
ference, where his labors were spent as pastor and presiding 
elder, with the exception of two years, during which time he 
preached in the city of St. Louis, until 1840, when he was elected 
Secretary of the Missionary Society of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church. In 1852 he was elected Bishop. He served the Church 
in the General Conference of 1840, 1844, and of 1852. 

His form, his face, his presence, from that day until the day 
of his death, have been very familiar to American Methodism. 
We need hardly recall him—tall, straight, broad-shouldered, he 
stood every inch a king among men. Every feature, from his 
heavy brown and searching eye to his dominant nose and firm 
mouth and massive chin, every feature proclaimed that he was 
ordered of nature as a ruler among men. Those who have seen 
him standing on both feet, looking straight toward the future, a 
conscious embodiment of power, ready to grapple with any ques- 
tion, evidently ready for any emergency, will believe that in him 
the Church received one of God’s choicest gifts. 

To measure him is not easy. To find the items of his work is 
still more difficult. Correctly to sum him up, it is necessary to 
take the plans, the systems originated, the development of the 
work, the thought for the mission field, the modification in the 
polity, little by little, the unfolding of our system for the growth 
of the Church; take all these during the fifty years in which 
he was acting as a leader in the Church, and out of them take 
the wise decisions, the prominent action, the firm and unwavering 
purposes that have crystallized into the polity and hope of that 
whole Church through all these years, and then by skillful hands 
put them in order, and build out of them a self-poised, colos- 
sal, heroic, broad, grand character, and then you have a little 
look at the real Bishop Ames. 

I confess that it gratified a little denominational pride when I 
saw him on the plattorm of the General Conference, or presiding 
over an Annual Conference, and I could not help saying, 
“There is a man and a Bishop;” and I have said within myself, 
“If the other Churches have specimens of men and of great- 
ness that they wish to compare with ours, we will be glad to 
have them place them down by the side of this grand old war- 
rior in our Zion.” 
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Bishop Ames was a preacher of very marked ability. We do 
not always think of him as a preacher. Unfortunately his call 
to the episcopacy gave such field for the display of his other 
great and dominant gifts, that we do not think of him as a 
preacher. But few men in this century have surpassed, or even 
equaled him, in the pulpit. He was simple, plain, direct, con- 
cise, scriptural, emotional, full of power. With words chosen 
out of the Book, with illustrations taken from the Book, with 
arguments built upon the Book, he was a preacher of the word. 
Himself calm, and seldom moved, his audience was seldom un- 
moved. He seemed to stand in the presence of the great Master 
and of the great truth. While preaching, he lived in the midst 
of the spiritual and supernatural forces that dominate the world. 
Like the lad by the side of the prophet on the mountain, his eyes 
were opened and he saw the chariots of Israel and the horsemen 
thereof. So his pulpit was a throne of authority, his conclusions 
were self-witnessing arguments, and the people were swayed to 
and fro with every motion of his authoritative hand. The 
Church has produced few peers of Bishop Ames as a preacher. 

I should think his supreme characteristic was that of a states- 
man. He stood as a prophet and legislator, seeing what the 
Church has, what she needs, what she must have. His memory 
lost none of the facts necessary for a just calculation; his imag- 
ination never distorted those facts. So he stood in the midst of 
difficulties, perhaps the only character to whom the Church in- 
stinctively turned for help in a trying hour. Bishop Asbury was 
the great organizer, Bishop Janes the great itinerant. I might 
in another presence call another, elected to this high office in 
1852, the great preacher; Bishop Ames was the great statesman 
of the Methodists. He did not go to the mountain, but the 
‘mountain came to him. He seemed to sit poised, quiet, often 
apparently indifferent and indolent, yet in fact reaching out 
along the lines of commerce and the tides of population, feeling 
the very roots of power in our Methodism, and planning for a 
century and for a thousand years. 

Surely we can afford to pay great honor to such a one as 
Bishop Ames. In his religious life he did not type in the or- 
dinary fashion. -He handled a camp-meeting, or a prayer-meet- 
ing, or a class-meeting, or any meeting for spiritual growth and 
action, as he handled a Conference on a new territory, or a new 

roblem, to see how much might come out of it to build up the 
Church. His spiritual life and faith are probably to be put in 
that supreme statement: when asked if he was confident in the 
Lord, he replied, “Of course Iam. I can stand it better than 
the Lord can to have it fail.” His was a great faith that worked 
on day and night in a realm untouched, almost, and unaffected by 
his emotional and sentimental nature; a faith that could say 
without doubt, “I am ready to be put to bed in the darkness as 
well as the light, if that shall please the Great Father.” 

We have not time to do justice to so great a man. It is 
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enough for us that through the centuries to come, when pilgrims 
make their way to the Monumental City, and seek for the spot 
where Francis Asbury was consecrated to the work of a Bishop 
in the Methodist Episcopal Church, they will not leave that city 
until they have also bowed at the spot where Bishop Ames slum- 
bers; for the great statesman of American Methodism slumbers 
in the very cradle of the Methodist Episcopal Church. 


45,—Jou rnal, page 268, 


ADDRESS OF W. F. MALLALIEU ON BISHOP HAVEN. 


Gitzert Haven was born in Malden, Mass., September 19, 1821, 
and died at the residence of his mother in Malden, Mass., at six 
o’clock P.M., Saturday, January 3, 1880. 

He was the son of Gilbert and Hannah Burrill Haven, who 
were both of pure New England blood. His maternal grand- 
father was a soldier of the Revolution, and spent the winter 
with Washington and the Continental army amid the privations 
and sufferings of Valley Forge. 

In early life he commenced a business career which would un- 
doubtedly have brought him into the possession of abundant 
wealth if it had been continued. Buta natural thirst for knowl- 
edge, which was never fully satisfied, led him to turn aside from 
all the allurements of prospective wealth, and commence a course 
of study at Wesleyan Academy, at Wilbraham, Mass. It was 
while a student at Wilbraham, in 1839, that he gave his heart and ° 
life to the Lord Jesus Christ, making a consecration so perfect 
and complete of all he had or hoped to possess, that it bound him 
in changeless loyalty to the cross. He graduated at Wesleyan 
University, Middletown, Conn., in 1846, and in the autumn of 
that year became teacher of ancient languages at Amenia Semi- 
nary, in Amenia, New York. In 1848 he became the principal 
of this institution, a position which he filled with remarkable suc- 
cess for a period of three years. 

Because he felt that he had a divine call to preach, he aban- 
doned the educational work, and in 1851 he joined the New England 
Conference. His first appointment was Northampton, then aft- 
erward he was stationed in Wilbraham, Westfield, Roxbury 
and Cambridge. While at Cambridge his health failed, and he 
made preparations for a trip to Europe; but just at this time the 
war of the rebellion broke out, and, offering himself for service 
he was granted the first commission that was issued to any chap- 
lain, and went out with the Eighth Regiment of Volunteer Militia 
of the State of Massachusetts, which regiment was the first to pass 
through Baltimore, and did most effective service in preventing 
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Washington falling into the hands of the rebels. He served out 
his term with his regiment, and, his health still remaining poor, he 
set out on his European trip. He was gone for a year or more, 
during which time he visited most of the countries of Western 
Europe, and also traveled extensively in the East. 

On his return he finally resumed work in the New England 
Conference, and was stationed at North Russell-street, Boston. 
While here he succeeded in purchasing a superior church edifice 
on Temple-street, to which he moved his society, and which is 
now known as the Grace or First Methodist Episcopal Church 
in Boston. In 1867 he was elected editor of “ Zion’s Herald,” 
which for five years he conducted with the most distinguished 
ability. He was elected from the New England Conference to 
the General Conference of 1868 and that of 1872. At the latter, 
held in the city of Brooklyn, New York, he was elected Bishop of 
the Methodist Episcopal Church, on Wednesday, May 22. 

As we have reason to believe, in accordance with the wise or- 
dering of divine Providence his episcopal residence was located 
at Atlanta, Georgia, and this continued to be his home till the day 
of his death. His official duties took him to all parts of our own 
country and many other lands. 

At the commencement of his official career he made a long 
tour through the extreme North-west, carefully examining the. 
pioneer work of that important section of the country. He sub- 
sequently went to Mexico, where he visited most of the principal 
cities, and returned from thence by a long and toilsome journey 
overland. While there he laid broad and deep the foundations 
of one of the most prosperous and hopeful missions ever estab- 
lished by our Church. 

At a later period he visited Africa, thoroughly examining into 
the needs of the work there, and devising plans which, if they be 
faithfully carried out, will bring measureless good to that long-neg- 
lected continent. 

His last extended episcopal tour was to the Pacific coast. He 
attended the Conferences, inspected all departments of Church 
enterprise, made himself familiarly acquainted with the country 
and the people, and at length, with his work accomplished, he 
turned his face homeward. September 28, 1879, he held the 
Nevada Conference, and at its close he hastened eastward in 
season to attend the session of the Central Illinois Conference, 
commencing October 8. This was his last Conference, and yet, 
though suffering much from overwork and sickness, he per- 
formed all his duties, and preached with remarkable tenderness. 
Thence he hastened to Chicago, Nashville, and Atlanta, perform- 
ing much needed service in each place, and especially occupied 
at the latter place with abundant cares and labors in connection 
with Clark University, which in all its interests rested as a con- 
tinual burden upon his heart. 

From Atlanta he passed northward to attend the meeting of 
the Bishops, and also the Board of Church Extension and the 
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General Missionary Committee. Sunday, November 9, he was at 
Millington, Maryland, where he dedicated a church, the last 
service of the kind he ever performed. On Sunday, November 
16, he preached his last sermon at Arch-street Church, Philadel- 
phia. On the following Tuesday he attended the funeral of a 
life-long friend, in Salem, Mass., and on Wednesday evening 
lectured in Boston, in aid of the People’s Church. This was his 
last public service, and, true to himself, it was given to a strug- 
gling enterprise, having for its object the evangelization of the 
neglected masses of Boston. > 

Sunday, November 23, he was in Malden, and worshiped, for 
the last time, the God of his fathers in the home of his youth. 
He returned from the church to his mother’s house suffering 
most intensely, never again to pass thence till he was borne to his 
burial. 

It will be impossible in this brief memorial to do more than to 
glance at a few of the most obvious points in the character of 
this great and good man. 

All agree that in all mental and physical gifts he was most 
richly endowed. His was a manly presence, and his pleasant 
face and cheery voice can never be forgotten by those who knew 
him, though but for a day. 

His intellect was clear and strong, his thought was broad and 
comprehensive, his range of studies and reading was well-nigh 
universal. He held in his mind the most abundant treasures of 
learning, which were ever at his command. Wit, logic, sarcasm, 
argument, pathos, denunciation, and persuasion, all waited on his 
will, and were ever ready to serve his purpose when he would 
aid the weak or rebuke the strong, when he would encourage the 
good, or condemn the vile. His was truly a master mind. His 
intellectual grasp was that of a giant. 

As a man he was distinguished for all that was noble and true. 
He never failed a friend, and his great, brave heart never treas- 
ured a thought of malice toward those who hated and abused 
him. Because of his practical sympathy and friendship for the , 
oppressed and down-trodden, he was most bitterly maligned, and 
yet he prayed for his enemies, but still reached out a hand of 
love to the victims of injustice, regardless of all consequences to 
himself. His heart was as tender as that of a little child, and 
full of purest affection. No rarer love was ever witnessed than 
that between Gilbert Haven and Mary Ingraham, to whom he 
was married in 1851, who departed this life in 1860; and that 
love never faded out of his soul. His great affliction broke his 
heart, but the needs of a dying world and an enslaved race led 
him to cover his grief from human gaze, while he went out to 
labor with reckless zeal in behalf of God’s suffering poor and the 
advancement of the Redeemer’s kingdom. 

Gilbert Haven was pre-eminently a reformer. He was not a 
revolutionist, never a destructive. He had an intense abhorrence 
for every thing that was wrong. He had an intense love for every 
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thing that was good. He hated slavery with all his mind, might, 
and soul, but he loved his country with equal power. A truer 
patriot never lived. Every good cause found in him an earnest 
champion. He would not suffer godless men and women to as- 
sume to be the leaders in movements for the amelioration of the 
condition of mankind. He did not wait until the triumph of a 
good cause before giving it his support. He was alike true and 
faithful when right was in the minority as when in the majority. 
The great question with him ever was, On which side are God and 
righteousness ? and there he was sure to be found. 

As a public speaker he was effective rather than elegant. Men 
did not so much think of his style as of what he said. He com- 
pelled attention. His word when he preached was with much 
assurance and with the Holy Ghost. He believed what he 
preached, and he preached what he believed. He had no new 
theology. In every fiber of his soul and intellect he was thor- 
oughly a Methodist. He was not a bigot, for he-loved all God’s 
people every-where ; but the grand, self-harmonious, man-enno- 
bling, God-honoring doctrines of Methodism were his delight and 
inspiration. During the last years of his life he preached with 
special power at many of our camp-meetings, at some of which 
scores were led to Christ under his ministry. Outside of his 
pulpit efforts, his orations on various occasions were masterpieces 
of eloquence. His oration at Woodstock, Connecticut, on the 
4th of July, 1879, and his wonderful oration, delivered in the 
Metropolitan Church, at Washington, on the Chisholm murders, 
were efforts worthy of the ablest men who have ever spoken 
the English tongue. 

It will not be questioned that when he was elected to the office 
of Bishop there were many, who did not really know him, who 
thought it was a measure of doubtful expediency. But if ever 
the fears of good men were groundless they were in this partic- 
ular case. He proved to be a wise counselor; a far-seeing and 
thoughtful worker in every department; aggressive in all good 
. works; and one of the most apostolic and devoted men that have 
ever worn episcopal honors in our Church. Day by day and 
year by year it became more apparent that he was a vessel 
chosen of God, and divinely called to the great work with which 
he had been intrusted by the Church. While his literary labors 
were sufficient to occupy the time of any ordinary man, he was 
also constantly engaged in all kinds of reformatory work; | be- 
sides this, he was trustee of some half-dozen of our universities 
and schools, and was especially active in caring for our institu- 
tions of learning at the South. He raised by personal solicita- 
tion tens of thousands of dollars for their establishment and en- 
dowment, and was never more active and successful in this work 
than during the last year of his life. In the discharge of his 
duties as bishop when presiding at the Annual Conferences, he 
was pre-eminently conscientious and faithful. | He had a heart 
to feel for the preachers, and also for their wives and children, 
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and his sympathy and love and prayers greatly helped all to go 
forth to undertake with fresh courage the great work of leading 
men to the knowledge and love of God. 

In his Christian experience Bishop Haven wasa man of simple, 
humble, child-like devotion to the cause he had espoused. He 
was a cheerful disciple of the Lord Jesus. His cup of joy al- 
ways seemed full to the brim, but seldom, if ever, overflowed. 
He loved God with all his heart, and his neighbor as himself. 
He brought gladness with him into every home he entered. The 
children loved him, and every body loved him who knew the 
rich generous depths of his abounding affection. How he bound 
men to him with the cords of love was manifest through all this 
broad land when he had passed away. Not only was the wail of 
sorrow heard from the dusky sons and daughters of the South 
for whom he had so often risked his life, and for whose race he 
died at last; but from Maine to far-away Oregon there were those 
who mourned his departure with sincerest grief. 

In his death the ‘grace of God was equally manifest as in his 
life. On that last day, in his boyhood home, in the presence of his 
aged mother and his son and daughter, now grown to most promis- 
ing manhood and womanhood, and with friends and relatives about 
him, and with many of his ministerial friends who had been sum- 
moned to his side, he met and conquered the last enemy. Amid the 
sad farewells that were spoken, his soal exulted in God, and with 
full voice he shouted his praises as he had rarely done in life; 
and when at last the supreme moment had come, the promised 
light of the evening tide of life was bestowed, and as he looked 
out eternityward, he exclaimed: “It is all bright and beautiful; 
there is no darkness; there is no river. I am upborne by angels; 
I am floating away into God.” And so with a triumphant smile 
upon his countenance that even the chill of death could not ef- 
face, he passed away to the championship of the loved and 
longed for, and to the presence of the ever blessed Christ. 


“ Brave, brilliant, battling spirit, rest at last; 
A conqueror, crowned with well-won laurels, rest! 
Green grow the sod above thy pulseless breast, 
Unthrilled—how strange !—by shrillest trumpet blast. 


“How strange to think that fiery heart is dead, 
’Mongst living millions erst the most alive; 
Instinct with all for which earth’s noblest strive, 

Vital and valiant soul, strong hand, clear head. 


“Ah! we shall miss him in the vanward fight, 
Where clashing hosts hew out man’s upward way, 
Where evermore toward purer, brighter day, 

Rolls on earth’s age-long battle for the right. 


“Tears for ourselves, not him. He saw the strife 
Of Freedom’s agony in glory end; 
He heard the clang of broken chains ascend, 
And saw dark millions leap to new-born life. 
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“ He saw, did well his part, and in full prime 
Lays down the battered blade for crown and palm, 
And enters—passing strange !—that endless calm, 
Unshocked for aye by all the storms of time. 


“O stormless calm! unvexed by strife and wrong, 
Serene and smooth abyss of love and light; 
When shall we, too, lay down earth’s weary fight, 
And wake in thee, and join the endless song?” * 


—_—__++#—___ 


46 .— Journal, page 269. 
ADDRESS OF J. M. REID ON DR. R. L. DASHIELL. 


Tue bereavements of the quadrennium are a most impressive 
assertion of the majesty and independence of the great Head of 
the Church. The same God who hid away Moses just when Is- 
rael thought him needful to complete her victories, who trans- 
lated Elijah at the very zenith of his influence, and who recalled 
his own Son, after a brief ministry of three years, when his pres- 
ence for a century seemed required, that God has taken away our 
Janes and Ames and Haven and Nelson and Dashiell. How 
humiliated is man! Let God be exalted! We are to-day gaz- 
ing into the invisible, in order, if possible, to discover what these 
departed ones were and what they are. Some of them appear to 
us now in the brightness of their higher estate, wrapped in glo 
ries that have no trace of what once appeared as their frailties 
and imperfections. Be it so. Who would busy himself in hunt- 
ing spots on the sun? It was but to be expected that in a soil so 
rich as to produce such an abundant harvest of good there should 
be occasionally found even a giant weed. We will overlook the 
one as we behold the golden abundance of the other, and as fra- 
grant spices were brought to the tomb of our Lord, so we cast 
only beauty and perfume to-day upon the graves of our loved 
ones. 

My departed colleague, Rev. Robert L. Dashiell, D.D., was an 
instance of the blessed advantages of early conversion. In very 
early childhood he gave his heart to God, and his whole life was 
built up in the Church. He was so completely identified with the 
cause of Christ that if it had become a wreck, not so much as a 
plank would have been left for him. His labors, his loves, his 
associations, his all, were invested in the Church of God. ° 

He was but twenty-two years of age when he joined the Balti- 
more Conference, in 1848, having received a furnishing for his 
duties at Dickinson College, from which he was graduated in 1846, 
Nature, grace, and culture all conspired to give him success in 
the work to which he was called. He was tall and erect in per- 
son, and commanding and graceful in his manners. He was pos- 


* From George Lansing Taylor’s Elegy on Bishop Gilbert Haven. 
35 
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sessed of an expressive countenance, and a voice of rare flexibil- 
ity and power, capable at once of the softest and sweetest tones, 
and also of the loudest and boldest. His imagination was very 
prolific, but entirely chaste, and all vivid with the wonderful 
things in the Book of God. His style was perspicuous, forcible, 
and even elegant. His information was very extensive and ac- 
curate. As he began to address an audience there seemed to be 
a reserved power that would be overwhelming if once unfet- 
tered, and his affections, as deep and tender as those of woman, 
found expression in pathos that often filled all eyes with tears. 

Few could excel him as an evangelist and pastor, and crowds 
flocked to his ministry. Whenever his quick eye detected where 
the arrows had entered, he hastened with his own hand to pour 
in the oil and the wine. The rich brought their treasures to Je- 
sus, the great humbled themselves before the cross, and multi- 
tudes of every rank became servants of Christ. He himself fair- 
ly reveled in these spoils snatched from Satan and his hosts, and 
he was never weary of presenting, as the chief joy of his life, these 
trophies won for his Master. The miseries and degradation of 
the heathen world and the victories of our missionaries in dark 
and difficult places furnished him with themes well adapted to 
his powers. How his whole nature was aroused when pleading 
the cause of missions is every-where known. In 1860 he was 
transferred to the Newark Conference, and carried with him all 
his powers and popularity ripened and strengthened by years. In 
1868 he became President of Dickinson College, where he re- 
mained till chosen Missionary Secretary, in 1872. His loving 
nature bound the students to him by indissoluble ties, and their 
love for him continued with unabated strength till the day of his 
death. 

Dr. Dashiell’s heart might be said to be the key to his whole 
life and character. His heart readily went out to others, and 
there was analmost morbid craving for their love inreturn. Had 
it been possible, he would have enriched all the poor and exalted 
all the lowly that he loved. This tribute of grateful love ren- 
dered him, no service was too costly for him to return. The ex- 
pectations that he inspired were naturally sometimes born of his 
desires rather than of the possibilities of the case. It was his 
heart that enabled him to command his friends for any service. 
He had an almost irresistible power to enlist others in a favored 
cause, and could command the time, the influence and the means 
of men as very few can. The Church should long hold him 
in grateful remembrance for the use of this power in her behalf. 

Born on the Eastern Shore of Maryland, in the town of Salis- 
bury, and cared for in his infancy by a colored nurse, he never 
forgot her, and she was always retained in his house. He often 
developed his love for “mammy,” and the faithful old saint was 
devoted to him. When the dreadful nature of his disease was 
only partly known, her faith suggested that he should go to the 
hospital, endure the proposed surgical operation, and would then “ 
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return cured; and she pictured the jubilee that would ring through 
the house on that glad occasion. “Yes,” replied the doctor, 
“we'll all sing the doxology, wont we, mammy?” ‘“O no,” re- 
joined mammy, “not the doxology; that would be too mo’nful.” 

My colleague astonished me in the heroism he displayed in his 
last great sufferings. He went out from the office one day, ex- 
pecting that a slight touch of the surgeon’s knife would restore 
him in a few days to his desk; but he came back with the sen- 
tence of death upon him. The fortitude with which he met this 
unexpected condition of affairs, and adjusted himself to it, was 
truly amazing. He at once surrendered his work, and cheerfully 
addressed himself to the dreadful struggle, hoping all the while 
for the best. He lay upon his couch asserting continually the 
power.of divine grace for even these dreadful emergencies, and 
commending to saint and sinner the religion of Jesus Christ as 
sufficient for all the ills of life. But when he came to lay himself 
down on the table for the operation that was performed for his 
temporary relief, the grace within him shone out with richest lus- 
ter. The surgeon, about to administer the anesthetic, said to 
him: ‘ Now, doctor, you must lose sight of all of us for a little 
while;” and he replied: “I know it, but my heavenly Father 
will not for one moment lose sight of me.” ‘Then, too, when in 
his dreams he came to the cold river, and found no way of cross- 
ing, neither bridge, nor boat, nor plank, and the bleeding hand of 
Christ spanned the river with a bridge, over which he crossed in 
safety, he tells us what he thought. First he thought of his, 
whole life, spent in the service of God, of his labors, sacrifices,. 
and sufferings for Christ, but these gave him no hope; then he 
thought of results, of the many souls he had brought to the Re- 
deemer, and the many other good works he had done in the great 
name of Jehovah, but there was no hope there; but when the 
atonement, full-orbed, arose upon his darkness and despair, then 
hope and joy dawned upon his soul. So he died, in great phys- 
ical suffering, but in the abundant comforts and hopes ot the 
glorious Gospel of Christ. The ends of the earth weep for him, 
for the monuments of his toil are in all lands. 


A'7 — Journal, page 299. 
ADDRESS OF DAVID COPELAND ON DR. NELSON. 


Tur Rev. Reuben Nelson, D.D., was born in Andes, in the 
State of New York, Dec. 16, 1818, and died at his home, in New ° 
York City, Feb. 20, 1879, being in the sixty-first year of his age. 
He was converted and joined the Methodist Episcopal Church 
in his sixteenth year, and from that time to his death was an 
earnest and active Christian, and for the greater portion of the 
time a devoted minister of the Gospel. In about a year after his 
conversion he was licensed as an exhorter, and so acceptable was 
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he to the people, and so abundant was the fruit of his labors, that 
he was soon afterward licensed to preach the Gospel. This rapid 
promotion of one so young is most substantial proof of the high 
estimation in which he was held by his brethren. Feeling pow- 
erfully impressed that God had designed him for the holy minis- 
try, he at once commenced the work of a thorough preparation 
for his high vocation. With an industry that was untiring, a 
perseverance that knew no give up, and a courage that knew no 
defeat, he prosecuted to a successful close his academic studies. 

In 1840 he was admitted on trial into the Oneida Conference, 
and appointed as the third preacher on Otsego Circuit. In the 
year following he held the same position on Westford Circuit. 
In both of these places he was faithful and successful as a 
preacher, and was instrumental in the salvation of many souls. 
In connection with the work of these two circuits he performed 
the duties of Principal of the Otsego Academy, at Cooperstown, 
N. Y. In the year following he was admitted into Conference, 
in full connection, and was appointed principal of the same insti- 
tution. He conducted its affairs with marked success till the 
end of the year, when he was compelled to resign his position 
owing to a partial paralysis of the vocal organs. In 1844 he had 
so far recovered his voice as to be able to resume his work in the 
ministry; but the pastorate was not to be his field of action. 
Just at this time the Oneida Conference founded the Wyoming 
Seminary, locating it at Kingston, Pa., in the beautiful and his- 
toric Wyoming Valley, and Reuben Nelson was appointed to the 
principalship, a place for which his natural ability and scholar- 
ship pre-eminently qualified him. 

He commenced his work as principal of the school in the fall 
of 1844, and, with the exception of one year, held the position 
till the close of the academic year of 1872, giving in all twenty- 
seven years’ service to the seminary. This period of his life was 
very fruitful in important results, and rightfully demands special 
attention. Under his guiding hand a great school grew up from 
small beginnings. As the chief executive officer of the seminary 
he manifested unusual tact and sagacity in availing himself of 
the resources within his reach for the upbuilding of the institu- 
tion. During the years that the school was struggling with ad- 
versity he thought and planned and labored from early dawn till 
late at night, never abating his tireless labors till success was as- 
sured. His motto seemed to be, “This one thing I do,” and he 
accomplished what few men could have done. When new build- 
ings were to be erected he planned them, purchased the mate- 
rials, and superintended the work. He was the first to begin his 
day’s work and the last to leave it. In addition to all this, al- 
most every Sabbath found him in the pulpit earnestly preaching 
the Gospel. 

As a teacher, this one idea was always dominant in his mind— 
to make out of his pupils strong and noble men and women. All 
his teaching had this end in view. Mere theoretical knowledge 
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was not enough; he would confer upon his pupils that knowl- 
edge which gives power to accomplish great results. Knowledge 
incarnate in action was his ideal. Even this was not enough; he 
sought to impress upon every member of the school a high sense 
of moral responsibility. In his estimation, to be learned and not 
religious was to be a failure; and so he labored most assiduously 
for the conversion of the youth who were placed under his care. 
It is not too much to say that thousands have lived purer and 
better lives because he prayed and pleaded for their salvation. 
As an educator, Dr. Nelson had few equals, and he well merits 
the high reputation which he acquired as Principal of the Wyo- 
ming Seminary. Under his management it became one of the 
largest and best sustained academic institutions in the land, and 
to-day it stands as a worthy monument of his wise forecast, pa- 
tient toil, and tireless energy. 

As a preacher, Dr. Nelson was always interesting, and often 
eloquent. There was a tender emotion running through his ser- 
mons which gave them great power over the masses. He was 
always thoughtful, earnest, and evangelical. Many of his ser- 
mons, at camp-meetings especially, will long be remembered by 
those who heard them. He sought not the applause of men, but 
the conversion of souls, and many there are whom he persuaded 
to become Christians. 

Dr. Nelson was greatly honored and beloved by his own Con- 
ference. In 1852 he became a member of the Wyoming Confer- 
ence, which was that year formed by a division of the Oneida 
Conference. He was ten times elected Secretary of the Confer- 
ence, and might have served longer had he not declined to do so 
on account of other pressing duties. Five times he was sent at 
the head of his delegation to the General Conterence, the first 
being 1860, and the last in 1876. In each of these General Con- 
ferences his influence was prominently felt in controlling the 
action of the body. In the session of 1876 he performed with 
conspicuous success the duties of Chairman of the Committee on 
Episcopacy. Q : : 

Dr. Nelson’s long experience in the management of the financial 
as well as the educational interests of Wyoming Seminary had 
prepared him for more important trusts, and the Church, in 
1872, very naturally looked to him as the man pre-eminently 
qualified to succeed Dr. Carlton in the charge of its great pub- 
lishing interests in New York, and in May of that year he was 
electéd Book Agent. He entered upon his work under trying 
circumstances. ‘Che Book Concern had passed through a most 
painful ordeal; and, besides, the financial affairs of the whole 
country were in a most unsettled condition. Long successful 
mercantile houses were one after another going to ruin, and great 
manufacturing establishments, for the want of a market, were 
stopping thew engines and closing their doors. Only a few 
out of the many business men in our large cities were able to 
withstand the storm. But under the careful management of 
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Dr. Nelson and his associate, Mr. J. M. Phillips, the great publish- 
ing house of the Methodist Episcopal Church stood firm, and so 
maintained its credit as to command the confidence of both the 
Church and the business public. A unanimous re-election of 
both Agents in 1876 by acclamation showed how fully the 
Church appreciated and trusted them. 

In addition to the cares and responsibilities of the Book Con- 
cern, he carried the burdens of the office of Treasurer of the 
Missionary Society of the Church, and the delicate and arduous 
duties of this oftice he discharged with signal success till his 
death. 

Great energy and sagacity distinguished the entire administra- 
tion of Dr. Nelson. He gave himself exclusively to his work, 
not sparing himself, even when he needed rest. He planned and 
toiled far beyond his strength, heeding neither admonitory phys- 
ical pains, nor the solicitous advice of his dearest friends. At 
threescore years he had accomplished a great life’s work, and so 
God took him home to rest. For some months before his last 
illness his health had manifestly been declining, and he was urged 
by his friends to take a little rest from his wearying toil. But 
he seemed entirely oblivious to his real condition, or, if aware of 
it, felt that he must work while the day lasted, and so continued 
to attend to all the details of his oftice till within three weeks of 
his death, at which time he became seriously sick. At first but 
little fear was felt, but after a few days a most alarming change 
took place; he soon became insensible, and, with the exception of 
two or three brief periods of consciousness, remained in this con- 
dition till hisdeath. It was the good fortune of Bishop Simpson 
to call upon him in one of the most rational moments which he 
had. The Bishop thus describes the scene: “I found that he could 
hear, and I had the privilege of speaking to him. I asked Brother 
M’Cabe, who was with me in his room, to sing a verse, and as he 
sang: 

‘Other refuge have I none, 
Hangs my helpless soul on thee,’ 


that tongue, which had been able to utter scarcely a word, dis- 
tinctly pronounced ‘Amen.’ He showed deep emotion, and sig- 
nified in answer to a question of his wife, desire for prayer. I 
knelt by his bedside and prayed. He was deeply affected, and 
said ‘Amen’ a number of times. His heart showed that same 
glow of religious fervor which he manifested in health. It was 
a short interview, for he was able to speak only a few words; 
but it was a precious occasion to me, showing that while heart 
and flesh were failing, God was the strength ot his heart and his 
portion forever. A light dawned at the head of the valley, and 
while his feet were in the waters, he had an unwavering faith in 
the Saviour of sinners.” Thus this good man died. 

As aman, Dr. Nelson was magnanimous and spotless in char- 
acter; as a citizen, patriotic and zealous; as a minister of the 
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Gospel, able, eloquent, and devoted; as a teacher, conscientious 
and laborious; as a high official in the Church, capable and up- 
right; as a husband, affectionate and thoughtful; as a father, full 
of yearning love and deep solicitude for his children. Taking 
him all in all, he had more of the elements of true excellence 
than are often found embodied in any one man. His was a work 
well done, a cause nobly ended, and he has left behind, as a 
legacy to his friends, a memory without spot or reproach. 


———++@ 


BOOK CONCERN. 


4.8 .—Journal, page 87. 
REPORT OF AGENTS AT NEW YORK. 


Dear BreTuren: Before inviting your attention to the facts 
and figures connected with the work of the Book Concern in 
New York during the four years past it is befitting that we refer 
to the death of Rev. Reuben Nelson, D.D., who, in obedience to 
your summons, had for nearly seven years devoted himself with 
great diligence and fidelity to the interests of the Concern. His 
death was sudden and unheralded by long disease. He fell in 
the midst of labors abundant, and the whole Church, throughout 
which he had become largely known, felt deeply the loss. His 
funeral services were attended by a vast throng, the employes of 
the Book Concern in a body participating and testifying to their 
high appreciation of his worth. 

You will, doubtless, arrange for befitting memorial services 
during your session. 

We first call your attention to the 


Rear Esrare. 


After the meeting of the General Conference of 1876 the Book 
Committee, acting under direction of the General Conference, 
reduced the valuation of Real Estate owned by this Concern 
$131,406 50, as shown in our Exhibit for the year ending June 
30,1877. The estimate made by the Committee has not been 
changed, except by the addition of $5,000, made in consequence 
of a permanent improvement, by which our retail store, at 805. 
Broadway, has been greatly enlarged and improved. 

As was reported to the last General Conference, a lot had been 
purchased on Market-street, in San Francisco, out of the pro- 
ceeds of the sale of our Mission-street property in that city. 
Since the last General Conference we have erected a building on 
that lot suitable for the accommodation of our Depository there. 
A part of the building is rented, and from it our Depository 
receives some income. We suppose the Publishing Committee 
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at San Francisco, “whose powers with respect to the Depository 
and paper at San Francisco are the same as those of the general 
Book Concern,” will report fully as to the Depository and real 
estate. 


Exuipit or THE Mernopist Book Concern, New York, 
For the year ending June 30, 1879. 
ASSETS. 


1. Real Estate. 
One undivided three fourths of Property 805 


Broadway, corner Hleventh-street ........ $530,000 00 
Buildings and Lots, Mulberry and Mott-streets. 77,117 04 
Building and Lot, San Francisco, Cal.......... 51,731 42 
Building and Lot, Pittsburgh, Pa............. 35,000 00 
Hiandiim Bearsal are laulevet sysiers es sist ore peo OG 273 00 
iLevare! sua IBleysaplliwoM ING Dhooaaecaedocdsa goog 808 200 00 
Mortal eal MH Sta tows. areyseam <elereistecvens site, ators — $694,321 46 
2. Merchandise. 
Bound Books Statiomerya Cte. tse etecietele eo sieters $140,757 17 
Stereotype Plates, Steel Engravings, Woodcuts, 
CLO ERIE RE, MAUI Sas thay, Pea 143,275 07 
IBA MCCUE 5 Bid wn Heoicruto Gare Sho OOS OOF cutO 72,197 16 
IDishinOrAs” ION ORNs cic aE Oo EO nO Cb ed Op un Om 1,829 15 
Presses, Type, Paper, ete., in Printing-Office... 82,645 10 
Materials and Tools in Bindery............... 29,417 86 
Safes, Shelving, Office and Store Furniture..... 5,930 71 
Stock im Depositories:: -Bostomin) e+ wn... ee 20,746 41 
“ “ Baitalo odorata weatieece 30,649 05 
Y be PAG eS UNO Wigan caer eve aes 19,393 47 
s cS Sauekirancisconmecr seers 37,677 03 
o Subscription Book Department ...... 22,338 TT 
pee HotalmiMeKch aMdisen er. eters wieverete tetas ———— __ 606,856 95 
3. Notes and Accounts. 
INCCOMMUSMDUNIE W, AOL errors: sworeesars oletetetsterele eis $324,002 57 
Notes may Ne we Vionkon co eeastneissrsmretretceicte see 18,253 627 
Notes and Accounts in Boston... s.es-cc- +s 23,029 45 
ee " ISTegie Ny en SOR CROC ates 13,807 84 
ce ee Pittsbureh perc taenentecrs 32,657 82 
“ cs SAnekinan ClSCOmeper ae eiers 16,290 78 
UNSEM IOS HIDE Soagescndeo canes —— 488,041 73 
1DCLITOCL AMY AM Cs sacs Coomod od as Ooo aeaao oes c 80,616 24 
4, Cash. 
Cashionvhandein New Morke..- cassie sie $51,670 88 
oe e BOSTON erslceeccranincie seme ckereres 254 80 
3 a AUTEN O niuc docpic bom ato souwte 575 63 
OG st Pittsburgh Saeki aee gers cee 297712 
se ss S AMM AMC SCOR eta ele aieietee ote 613 63 
Totals Cash atic attats ches: aiestreetetons —_——_. 53,412 06 
TotalBASsets oan caress erat ce orca ore ermine $1,923,248 44 
LIABILITIES. 
1. Bonds. 
Balance of Bonds Issued and Sold for the Pay- 
ment of Property 805 Broadway.......... $450,000 00 
Dee NObesiseremcneriantanetet: o/s/« Bhotel saee tevleve elehaliel eleretohoe tareite 135,842 62° 
By YOCOM; Ja coo oon OO Sieke oie loiefeseleyelotelofateretstienare 106,636 18 
—— $692,478 80 


Capital as per Ledger ........ DOS OSHEC omnes Goddtooasase $1,230,769 64 
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Deduct: Estimated Amount necessary to fill 

Contracts with Subscribers for Advance 

IPA YC TUS sevens scasuciara fos). cch te keerch aie aan $44,661 27 
Deduct: 25 per cent. from Notes and Accounts 


for Probable Losses on $422,160 03..... - 105,540 01 
—— $150,201 28 
NeiCapital runes 0S TOM sees leeteae alee tle eeets $1,080,568 36 
Net Capital, June 30, 1878 ..... OOOO OOS AIee OOO aoe 1,009,412 43 
Profits for the year ending June 30, 1879...............+- $71,155 93 


The net profits of the Concern since your last session have 
been as follows: 


Hocnycarrendingtd une Or MS Gass alae nel ee Cine cen ee $71,526 46 
wt « Re LRT bee AE Lae Sela end oe 24,075 23 
ue 2 ee Ui Bicreseusteseectinse cob oteleyss siviseer si sta avails 35,220 42 
ee ff We US(s waodaanno SaobGds bb.co deo 71,155. 93 


$201,978 04 
SALES. 


The sales of Books and Periodicals for each of the four years 
ending November 30, 1879, have been as follows: 


(UES ES Rta ZB LC Ta hl ak RS a Sea ee $840,742 19 
BES 0 RE Boon Rr bi Sl ee i IV SEL 835,913 32 
PSUS Atay Ri ros? CsA Os BALES 912,726 92 
SOE AS ee. ciaat ainbassfaik Sate os UR ee . $25,634 32 


$3,415,016 75 


These sales were made at the following-named points: 


ING Wa WeOr ku CONCERT ns .rehac ate tere re los cast ether e iste oh se $2,557,105 16 
BOSTOUMD OHOSTEONY| a.20..hnis t Jette aiale-c cle elstesoeies sve 272,668 32 
Buffalo MoO USE Ss teh Nieto, dusyelele ie snsvaucteneiecs: skaKe 211,910 98 
Pittsburgh NG We gchcc'sraic eis gysic ee cess ey eee eter aie 165,231 00 
Sansa CISC Ome a nets coravover = rae. oieus, slerepereceieis ou 114,970 38 
Syracuse: (North. Christian Advocate) ....... 93,1307 Ok 
$3,415,016 75 

Sales for four years ending Nov. 30, 1875..... 3,215,612 57 
Gaineinsthemto urs Cars... .15 che llsntstaretnenctere $199,404 18 


We present below the circulation of our periodicals under date 
of November 30, 1879: 


Christian Advocate, average weekly issue for the year............... 63,260 
Quarterly Review, average per quarter... 0.1... eee eee eee eee e eee 4,500 
Sunday-School Journal, average per month..... ...-.. eee sees ee eee 73,833 
Sunday-School Advocate, “ e BS) OBE cic Sa AA OEe RaEIOOS 81,521 
Sunday-School Classmate, “ < UAL acothcls Lig cio = Brelts  ajtevalceieies 17,000 
Berean Leaf, ke ct Ste ka Bowe cel tel auaielo te co)» orilovenie atte 658,093 
Berean Quarterly, «en. .5 0 ccs ec cessc ces tereecrecesss cerccscs 30,000 
Picture Lesson Paper........seeesee cece ec eeeee SOO ORO EDOMOR HOPI 6 185,000 


Leaf Cluster.........- COLigOULOU NS HOuEED UCC evalatchehe alae ceceeeeoces 2,500 
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Berean Supplement....... sce sees eee e cere reece esse eeeecr ee eccces 65,000 

Northern Christian Advocates cise srinis oles « © = wiendiesivtetele slaleioleleisis/eisielerels 11,040 

South-western Christian Advocate, June, (1879,).........-.eeeeceeee 3,770 
DeEpOSITORIES. 


In sales and general results the business of the Depositories has 
not largely varied, during the present quadrennium, from the 
preceding one. ‘The sales, as will be seen by comparison, are 
slightly reduced. he profit and loss have been as follows: 


Boston. MNetloss in the fouryears................- $14,109 17 
San Francisco. ‘“ bh er 5 CGO EIOED BODO Ot. 6,818 36 
fuses $20,927 53 
Buffalo. Net gain e rans KeXeserstetons cisteeeesoterers $4,899 13 
Pittsburgh. “ c oe rome seb cco pen b 9,399 54 
= $14,298 67 
REPRO cM oe Aa 2 rate ante subhtertcee eee ae Oe ir a cea $6,628 86 


In justice to the Depositories of Boston and Buffalo, we desire 
to state that rent is paid by each of them: in Boston $3,000, and 
in Buffalo $2,200 per year; while in Pittsburgh for the whole 
quadrennium, and ,in San Francisco for a part, the Depositories 
have occupied buildings belonging to the Concern. 

Of course, the profit made on the sales of the Depositories 
which the Concern would not make if the Depositories did not 
exist, must be taken into account in estimating the value of the 
depository system. These Depositories have been long in exist- 
ence and are intimately interwoven with our business. The Book 
Committee has given them careful attention, and their expenses 
have been reduced as far as practicable. The question of a mod- 
ification of the entire system is one which demands your careful 
inquiry, as it has been one of great solicitude to us. Certainly 
we think that the General Conference should hesitate long before 
it authorizes the extension of the system by the creation of new 
Depositories, or rendering any in existence a heavier burden to 
the Book Concern. 


Books. 


In another part of this report we present the titles of the books 
which have been issued during the past quadrennium. We 
would have been glad to have exhibited a much more formidable 
list; but we lave not deemed it desirable to publish books more 
rapidly than they can be sold. Many of the books issued during 
the past few years are of the most solid doctrinal character, and 
quite a variety of Commentaries on the Bible have been pub- 
lished. We have just completed Whedon’s Commentaries on the 
New Testament, and the balance of the Old Testament will be 
out in due time. We have commenced the publication of “A 
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Library of Theological and Biblical Literature,” which will con- 
sist of eight large octavo volumes; and although their publication 
involves heavy expenditure, we doubt not these contributions to 
the literature of the Church will prove of great value. Four 
years ago reasons were presented for a modification of the plans 
by which a market may be found for the books of our General 
Catalogue. The additional experience of four years has only 
strengthened our conviction that we cannot rely upon the pas- 
tors, as in earlier times, as the chief agents for the sale of our 
books. We ask your careful attention to the facts herewith sub- 
mitted in their bearing upon the question of a radical change in 
the method of reaching our own people and the large masses of 
general readers who, we are persuaded, would purchase many of 
our books if brought to their attention. We publish a large line 
of historical and other books adapted to general readers, and we 
have no doubt of our ability to sell them if permitted to enter 
the market with other houses. 


Tur Hymnat. 


At your last session you appointed a Committee to prepare a 
Hymnal adapted to meet a demand which had become quite gen- 
eral. The results vindicated the wisdom of the movement on 
your part, and also of the Bishops in the selection of the men ap- 
pointed for this work. The Committee held various meetings in 
a body, and by subdivisions and careful and devoted work for 
two years, the book now in general use was produced. Of hymns 
in the old collection 386 were left out, and 374 new hymns were 
substituted in their place. After approval by the Bishops, who 
patiently examined every hymn verse by verse, the book was 
published in June, 1878. Four different sizes have been issued 
without the music and two with tunes. In order to meet the 
varied tastes forty-eight different styles of binding have been 
prepared, and are on sale. 

The sales have met reasonable expectations. Up to this writ- 
ing, of all styles, 355,636 have been printed, and about 300,000 
of the number sold at our Concern alone. It is confidently be- 
lieved that this Hymnal will meet the wants of the Church for 
the next quarter of a century. Very soon after the appearance 
of the Hymnal a demand sprung up for an abridgment specially 
adapted to Sunday-schools and social meetings. In view of the 
fact that our Churches had been only partially supplied with the 
Hymnal, we were satisfied that such an abridgment would fore- 
stall in many places the sale of the larger book, and hence de- 
clined to publish any excepting our entire Hymnal. We think it 
very probable the time is not distant when we must meet the de- 
mand by the publication of a book of smaller size, compiled 
chiefly from the Hymnal. In the meantime an edition of the 
pearl size has been prepared, with Catechism No. 2 and other 
matter, for the special use of Sunday-schools. 
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Tur CuHrisTIAN ADVOCATE. 


In the report made four years ago we furnished the figures 
showing the steady increase of the circulation for the preceding 
quadrennium. We are now able to add that the growth of this 
paper has been increasing each year to this date. The average 
weekly issue has been as follows: 


Whether the increase can be continued in the future is a prob- 
lem yet to be determined. 


PREMIUMS. 


It may not be amiss to state that the advance from 31,000, in 
1872, to the present figures, has been attained while we have 
used what have been termed premiums. We submit the question, 
whether the growth of the paper has been secured in part by giv- 
ing premiums to subscribers or agents, or both? Although quite 
an amount has been required, in the aggregate, to provide the 
premiums, yet the income from the addition has not only paid 
for them, but left a large surplus in our treasury, which. has as- 
sisted us in diminishing our indebtedness. It is a source of sat- 
isfaction to us to know that the present circulation of The Chris- 
tian Advocate is larger than any other religious weekly in the 
world. 

We also submit the following statement of the annual profits 
of the paper for the past four years: 


TOT Gece kis eee ce $19,296 45 TSUS ere oe ee $20,076 27 
LARA ae cake Ma $20,690 29 HST"... dcdackonte $21,226 99 


QUARTERLY REVIEW. 


While this periodical has merits of a high character as a liter- 
ary and theological review, we regret that its circulation is not 
what its merits demand, or its income sufficient to meet expenses. 

The circulation on the 30th of November was 4,500. We re- 
peat what was said four years since, the Quarterly Review ought 
to have a circulation of 10,000, Every pastor isa loser who fails 
to read it. 


NorruHEeRN CuristiANn ADVOCATE. 


The Northern Christian Advocate has maintained about the 
same circulation as that reported four years ago. It has sus- 
tained a high character and standing among the local papers of 
the Church for its acknowledged ability and usefulness. If we 
were to criticise the enterprise as a whole, we would suggest 
that the paper is larger and more expensive than is demanded for 
its field; but we have been content to have its income expended 
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on the paper as long as it did not involve itself or usin debt. It 
- has so far year by year met its expenses. 


SoUTH-WESTERN Curistran ADVOCATE. 


_ The last General Conference adopted the South-western Chris- 
tian Advocate as one of the Advocate family, and instructed the 
Agents of this Concern to advance $2,000 per year to aid in its 
support, with instructions to discontinue the paper if it could not 
be maintained by the yearly subsidy of $2,000. It is known that 
Rey. Dr. Revels, who was elected to the editorship of this paper 
by the last General Conference, declined the office, and that the 
Book Committee elected Rev. J. C. Hartzell to fill the vacancy. 
Dr. Hartzell accepted the office, and has discharged its duties 
since. The paper is growing in popularity in the South-west, 
and is an instrument of much good to our Church generally in 
that region. With the $2,000 per year advanced by this Con- 
cern, the other receipts of the paper, from subscriptions and 
advertisements, have met its expenses. Our judgment is, that 
if the paper is continued, the same assistance must be given 
by the Concern, under your orders, for another four years, 
While we think the papers published by this Concern should, 
as a rule, be self-supporting, the missionary character of the 
work in the South justifies giving assistance to a Church paper in 
that region. 


Paciric AND CALIFORNIA CuRIsTian ADVOCATES. 


The last General Conference ordered the Agents to pay 
$2,500 on the debts of the Pacitic Christian Advocate, at Port- 
land, Oregon, and also to pay the paper during the quadrennium 
now closing $500 per year, which has been done. ‘he records 
of this Concern show that large sums of money have been paid 
by it for the support of this paper and also for that of the Cal- 
itornia Christian Advocate. We are not fully posted as to the 
condition of these papers, each of them having an independent 
publishing committee, from whom doubtless you will have full 
information; but we suppose the circulation of the California 
Christian Advocate to be about 2,500, and the Pacific Christian 
Adyocate to be about 1,200. As these papers are as well 
supported in proportion to the Church members in their re- 
spective territories as any of our Advocates, and yet have less 
than 4,000 subscribers, we suggest whether, if these papers, are 
not now self-supporting, they should not be merged into one 
paper for the whole Pacific coast? We do not wish to discuss 
this question at any length, but as the Concern has already 
been at an expense of nearly $50,000 for these papers, and as 
they have been in existence from twenty to twenty-five years, 
we think our suggestion should have consideration by the Gen- 


eral Conference, 
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SunDAY-ScHOOL PERIODICALS. 


Our Sunday-school periodicals have, as a whole, maintained a 
good circulation, and some of them have largely increased. 

The Sunday- School Journal has a circulation of 114,583, and is 
in great favor with Sunday-school teachers throughout the whole 
Church. 

The Sunday-School Advocate is issued semi-monthly, and has a 
subscription list of 176,521. 

The Sunday-School Classmate has been resumed as a semi- 
monthly, and has attained a circulation of 45,000. The two pa- 
pers are designed to supply a:demand for a paper each Sabbath 
of the year. 

The Berean Leaf has run up to 1,107,083, and is now in general 
use in all our schools. This Leaf, which gives a condensed view 
of each lesson for the year, is an important assistant in the Sun- 
day-school work, and yields, because of its large circulation, a 
handsome revenue. 

The Picture Lesson Paper has ‘a circulation of 185,000, and is 
a charming little illustrated paper adapted to infant classes. 

Duplicate plates are made for all these periodicals; and they are 
printed both in New York and Cincinnati. The circulation here 
given is the aggregate of the issue at both places. 


QueEstTIon Books anp NorTss. 


For the present year we have issued three Question Books, 
graded to meet the different departments of our schools, and also 
a volume of Notes on the lessons prepared under the direction 
of the Editor of the Sunday-School Department, and the sales 
have fully met our expectations, and warrant the continuance of 
these publications in the future. 

We believe our Sunday-school publications tend to correctness 
of life and soundness in doctrine, and tend to attach the children 
to Christ and to our Church, 


Bonps. 


In the report made te the last General Conference it was 
shown that of the bonds issued for the purchase of property on 
Broadway, corner of Eleventh-street, in this city, there remained 
unpaid $495,000. The sum erated the same until June 1, 
1879. Just prior to that date we sent notice to the holders of 
bonds of our intention to redeem them unless they consented 
to a reduction of the interest from seven to six per cent. per an- 
num. Most of the holders agreed to the reduction in the in- 
terest, thus making a material saving in the amount of interest 
to be paid. We are happy, also, to be able to say that, prior to 
the making of our last annual Exhibit, we had paid and canceled 
$45,000 of the bonds, as the Exhibit shows, and that since that 
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date we have retired an additional amount of $50,000, leaving 
now outstanding, at six per cent. interest, only $400,000, thus say- 
ing, by the redemption of $95,000 and the reduction of the rate 
of interest, over $10,000 a year in the matter of interest. We 
trust that the General Conference, in rendering heavy drafts on 
the Book Concern possible, will also see the importance of pay- 
ing off the debts of the Concern as fast as practicable, and thus 
lessen the burden of. interest which, during the past’ quadren- 
nium, has amounted to over $140,000. This is the more neces- 
sary, as the income from rentals of the part of the building we do 
not occupy have greatly diminished. The following figures show 
the amounts received by the Concern for rents, and also the 
amount of interest paid on bonds, for several years past: 


Rentals, Interest. 

Year ending June 30, 1873..........- $37,403 30 $35,000 
s " LSA ra leteledaceictsyens 32,147 03 35,000 

£ sy UE Digtvelots opeieceuete 24,046 48 34,650 

rs i SiGe, crater everett rs 23,265 49 34,650 

: # AS Teliewarehatre covete hove 26,404 52 34,650 

ut te UST S rerateretsvereterare 25,094 86 34,650 

es ut TOTO Maes seek 24,503 28 34,650 


EriscopaL Funp. 


On the Ist day of January, 1877, when the plan of the Gen- 
eral Conference of 1876 went into effect, this fund was over- 
drawn to the amount of $118,436 72. Of this sum $82,507 15 
was due to this Concern and $35,829 57 to the Western Con- 
cern. On the Ist of January, 1880, when the present plan had 
been in operation three years, there was due on this fund— 


To the New Work: -Conceritics, cio cs eisieieeciere $87,645 95 
Cie AWVOS TEMG CONCERN Fore cketes Breakage) wieieyers 32,665 29 


$120,311 24 


Showing an increase in the debt in three years of only $1,874 52. 
We have once a year sent circulars to all the preachers, urging 
their attention to the Disciplinary Plan for raising this fund. 
The amount received during the three years under consideration 


Wwas— 


Porte yeatel Silt. ./jaa%s «ricer e+ «lelsis)101s/6 «lentes = $50,914 85 
«“ LODE Rice 22105, 2a SE ae OS 46,128 02 
“ Gr eeGe Wa scat otiectharek latte Aine 45,106 74 


$142,149 61 


It does not seem to us at all probable that the Church will 
ever pay this deficiency, due on the Ist of January, 1880, viz.: 
$120,311 24; and, with no probability of payment, there can be 
no propriety in keeping it as an asset of the Concerns. We 
trust, therefore, that you will direct that this amount be charged 
to Profit and Loss. Puiturrs & Hun. 
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49 .—Journal, page 93. 
REPORT OF AGENTS AT CINCINNATI. 


Dear Breruren: We present you our report for the four 
years ending November 29,1879. The Exhibit, in some respects, 
is not equal to some former ones, yet, in view of the extreme 
financial difficulties through which our country has passed during 
this period, we think it calls for gratitude to that gracious Provi- 
dence which has watched over the publishing interests of the 
Church intrusted to our care, and enabled us to carry them for- 
ward without serious embarrassment. 

We have not discontinued any of the periodicals ordered by 
the last General Conference, though some of them have some- 
what decreased in circulation and some have been a loss to the 
Concern. Others have increased in their circulation, and have 
afforded some profit. The aggregate sales of books and period- 
icals have been less than during the previous four years. 

We have added some valuable books to our catalogue, increased 
the facilities in our publishing department, and a little more than 
met the expenses of the Concern by its regular business. While 
the net capital is $29,107 26 less than it was four years ago, this 
reduction has been caused by the re-appraisal of the real estate 
of the Concern, as provided for by the General Conference. This 
reduction, however, while it effects the Exhibit now, is only tem- 
porary, as from the location of the real estate and character of 
most of the buildings in the different cities, it is only a question 
of a short time when all the property will be worth the full 
amount of the estimates in former Exhibits. 

It should be understood by persons who compare our publish- 
ing interests with those of any private enterprise that in many re- 
spects they are dissimilar. It is true that the Book Concern can 
claim a constituency of which no private publishers can be as- 
sured, having the whole Methodist Episcopal Church behind them; 
and large numbers of faithful and devoted ministers and laymen 
feel the importance of sustaining our denominational literature, 
and, as a consequence, render essential service in the circulation 
of both books and periodicals. 

But, on the other hand, we are placed at a financial disadvan- 
tage, having to study the wants of the Church, in many instances, 
rather than the state of the public market. Some reputable pub- 
lishers have made more money on a single book than the whole 
profits of the Book Concern during any one of its most success- 
ful years—and yet for such a book to appear with its imprint 
would be looked upon with disfavor even by many who buy and 
read the book. 

Hence our denominational work places us more in compari- 
son with other religious and denominational publishing houses. 
When this comparison is instituted, the superiority of our system 
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of circulating religious reading will readily and fully appear. 
While most of these publishing societies appeal to the Churches 
and to the public for collections to aid in the circulation of their 
books and periodicals, the Book Concerns depend upon the in- 
come from their sales to maintain all departments of their busi- 
ness, and to remunerate all who are engaged in the distribution 
of their publications. 

We not only have to provide for the circulation of such books 
and papers as the Church and Sunday-school demand, but the pro- 
ceeds of the Concerns are, and long have been, appropriated by 
the General Conference for the benefit of other general interests 
of the Church. 

When all the facts are taken into consideration, it is not remark- 
able that during the past four years of financial pressure there 
has been no large addition to the capital of the Western Book 
Concern. But it is a matter of thanksgiving that none of the 
wants of the Church which are naturally supplied by this Con- 
cern have been neglected, and that the expenses have all been 
met by its legitimate business. 

We present the Exhibit, which shows the condition of the 
Western Book Concern on November 29, 1879. 


P ASSETS. 
Merchandise : 
Books, bound and in sheets, Stationery,etc.,Cincinnati, $130,684 00 
ce zs Chicago, 34,050 50 
% 2 & St. Louis, 18,018 07 
Mm # y Atlanta, 9,938 81 
: $192,691 38 
Presses, Plates, Type, Printing-paper,etc.,Cincinnati, $157,568 09 
be e ef Chicago, 7,837 37 
: & s St. Louis, 806 97 
= et Atlanta, 1,731 50 
$167,943 93 
Material and Tools in Bindery in Cincinnati................... 15,341 02 
Cuts, Material, and Tools in Stereotype Foundry in Cincinnati... 4,124 90 
Furniture and Fixtures and Heating Apparatus in 
(CHGINITHS mond Jot on boing Hodge e Numer Aeon $4,550 00 
Furniture, Fixtures, Engine, Boilers, Fire-escape, etc., 
10a) (CUMCNO) ohne mngonoo gods ap omoonese.64 14,540 80 
LIM Use WO Uisnerers ceeteiccchapee one oweieershelsiarsoeieisPele cuss , 1,305 00 
SAVE ae Gamer tetes Sataters/orsietets io) ete tel lets paieMerarenamcala, © 460 35 
= 1 620 856-10 
Real Estate: 
BITWA OUI GLAVIN Dee sige ctehoveccisve is !eVer slo sis) sieve: eicrecsucters/ er $178,000 00 
TMC ICAL Onare alee letotete seoinis te a |eesets 9/4 Sle) e\s oisonele)shoreleys 80,000 00 
Ibn 2 WO Cheacicdoe GOOD OOS OU GOGO OOOO US ORe So 40,000 00 
$298,000 00 
Notes and Accounts: 
Tri Ci CHUA Ul terajeyelcte irs statetlatete oRohenele (ere ins ie evar amerane $139,354 18 
Iba KOLMONRG SURE coe SbB OD OU OOe LatonmOn gon Sy 106,375 35 
HS Ura OO USS rereratscapetarstate's slate tats 0 cle) ofevaloyesa\<¥olle) sratenerets 30,917 10 
In Atlanta...... BOE 2) Wat Oe one ea 9,453 95 
$285,100 58 
Deduct twenty-five per cent. for probable losses.. 71,525 14 
: $214,575 44 


36 
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Brought fomwpandls 51513, xapountayst ae poh cies aie eee eae tere $913,532 82 
Due: trom Bpiscopaly un Cearcey staple ice enti ae eae eens tee 32,194 91 
Cashnonon Hamre so 5%. eudtdeiere elise se aleste ekete meen here oust 16,403 56 
$962,131 29 
LIABILITIES, 
Notes and accounts: 

Alaa Cin Cin Wa tl Me .c.seevous eta lenstol ame ae cotter te tere etka $397,096 87 

Um CHiGh gO. otis ss evestenaecein neers eno tinrels eos iciene ois) 6 54,759 91 

OAT Ste WOW ee usa tet erate seem tea aaa e ee nvelote ave hewn 33,835 00 

Tri! Atlan ss 5 Sele arms ctaeterctols tee ohetelane ast eretsvone 2,261 04 
$487,952 82 
Net iéapitalsNioventbers29: i Si:O/ayaic 0 crc laje\sicressie reels eve onstelancveyoteistera= $474,178 47 
v MY a BOs USS) varrc- as orace oipior sis ae stehavee ocovelers cisions 446,371 33 
Profit (fOr TeV Oasis! alse. e's ale evils & ore alee ati da slebtds Saas $27,807 14 

Of this amount there was a gain 
PAGE SC TCIND Atl Oils eis srars Mallat eweie cate ere ks Blah raise ae .. $24,671 58 
PAT RONICA COO Lancraie ste <a\oicvey gic, a's = ol oll) o/s: shrusreutia eats ciaiee asbep eer 4,605 36 
EXC WOM) Olfere chs tee cupieie isso « Oo: ors aly he @ elete eels. a erere sie elero ere 1,429 06 
$30,706 00 
TOserate Atl aniGa rose J. ..5 (ers srensiccisue ti oboe lemiake orebante Masih elas Sires 2,898 86 
ING DARD ee crae'sls ccoveiepsts cishattress seebeltevatenslieve sity or ielenereielerer eres $27,807 14 
SALES. 


The sales during the past four years have been as follows: 


Books. Periodicals. Total. 
1876, Cincinnati.. .... $185,919 06 $205,296 10 $391,215 16 
1877, eB eka 181,691 30 209,930 79 391,622 09 
1878, Sen careiets. 214,554 61 203,755 48 418,310 09 
Ss OP a Sa 186,013 09 °187,830 76 373,843 85 


Total for four years. $768,178 06 $806,813 13 


—— $1,574,991 19 


1876, Chicago........ $88,126 86 $87,110 33 $175,237 19 
1sti, 4 Bhs chan. 86,10) 94, = 87,95] 98. 174,063. 92 
CEN aR pease. seals 107,363 83 91,528 31 198,892 14 
TOTO ee ate, WRG denale 86,161 64 79,786 70 165,948 34 


Bebe eis Ss —— eee, | | SEA SID 
Total for four years. $367,754 27 $346,377 32 


LSUGUSts DOB, ooeen 5 $34,927 18 $39,957 45 $74,884 63 
1877, ee ee 39,949 37 43,107 42 83,056 79 
1878, a ete 49,949 29 47,611 10 97,560 39 
1879, Hair, Sa 43,194 06 44,473 94 87,668 00 


Total for four years. $168,019 90 $175,149 91 


$343,169 81 


LOvGs A tlantawnegdins $4,358 36 $5,306 00 $9,664 36 
187s A eee ded 5,197 94 4,543 66 9,741 60 
LOTS, eae 6,579 31 4,419 76 10,999 07 
1879, Ee he 8,316 10 4,112 10 12,428 20 


Total for four years. $24,451 71 $18,381 52 —_—__—— 
Total sales for the four years ending November, 1879........ $2,675,125 82 


$42,833 23 
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The total sales for the four years ending November, 1879, were 
as follows: 


MOP SIG So. ahdemide See Disleidethesise mists cies ee site eeeee $651,001 34 
IBOT LSM Tiareransbetets es slots: secs -a ie ereieoneeuens ater Ae eee Pe 658,474 40 
OTA SU Ghee aera W8.o ee RC ee ta de 725,761 69 
JAG PAHO) vere OCS OOM ET Mean: tain cose oSCed 639,888 39 
Rosaltforouhe Tour, yearse<).ys .os8 os ess voice ee stern ee $2,675,125 82 
Total for the four years ending November, 1875........ $2,830,096 67 


Showing a decrease in the sales during the last four years, as 
compared with the previous four, of...-........ cece cece $154,970 85 


The circulation of periodicals, November 29, 1879, was as fol- 
lows: 


Western Christian Advocate........... shaichslolavetetcrereve hersrete oes 19,408 
National Repository..... Sal BGOTLO COMO OOO. DOA CONDE a bie 8,074 
Gol de AE OURE Aan React ststtere hi oialerslo alte «mie als tateld are wists Sia delseaae 4,590 
Christian tA pPoloCISts s «sexe rhe) s wpsies. Weeielslotokelele store ho -akerencie te oh dts 15,649 
MEE rit NgeANIC wILOMIC whcttys eure ee seycis (asl 5:2 eye ea ie ate ceseyatepelyeyeanersioe & 6,982 
North-western Christian! Advocate. <2. ccc sic s is ciele ce cele 15,663 
Centrale Christian Advocates v. ci. 0c coscisie tise cis ee steTasieters tenets 10,046 
Meth OdISh AM VOCATC 0.1 icici nici cteistee eto states se HOMO ALO aee 2,720 
SEIN ONC CRS OES Siem Sa meen on Sao ene Coon dqoconevr.s 1,976 
CO) rTaM COREY ARON LS Wile) ay. t1s sos sists « lotere wi Sree avs esi st shetsjars els, ols aleyaysi sis 1,150 
Sunday-School Journal, (@verage)-.. icc. ccc. cee cee s ees ecs 40,750 
Lesson Leaf, Oh Oe avavate optyave lone) <vslencue te eieiw si gnc eretete 449,000 
Picture Lesson Paper. SO) RS Mave tetes state Sato stor Toh ea of tek Meta 55,000 
Berean Quarterly, See Gt Seat ones TODOS So Sdn ose 10,000 
SumdavesehoolNGyocatey le ones cacao telaversininie ©, «(stele sf taints 95,000 
Sunday-=schoolmelassmareyue sg wraeeiclsstcistdiceis 016 ci steceye relate ote 28,000 
SUNG ayescoowm bella. -aeaatsiotsle s/oleisi cial stats televere weyate's s/o) ctetel de ris 26,500 
Bible: Lessons’s <1. sistaie(c sie otee\slc wie sleie alee sista «ise sie S0'conh Seis ezoc00 
ible IVORY & pak GaGa a ADU OOGOO nC OSC UACC Co eCOOr BO Or 7,000 


REAL ESTATE. 


CINCINNATI. 


There have beex no changes in the real estate at Cincinnati, 
either by sale, purchase, improvements, or re-appraisal. We are 
crowded for room in our different departments, but, By the addi- 
tion of two large presses, and an improved folding-machine, we 
have been able to meet the demands upon our press-room and 
bindery, so as to keep a supply of our books on the market, and 
to get our periodicals out on time. We have selected from the 
outside work offered us such as we have found remunerative, 
which has kept our machinery in operation when not needed on 
our own publications. - 

We have not found an opportunity to sell the old property at 
Eighth and Main Streets, and have not thought it desirable to 
force it on the market. In this matter our action has been ap- 
proved by our Local Committee. The property is all rented to 
good paying tenants, and affords sufficient income above taxes, 


\ 
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insurance, and repairs, to justify retaining it till there shall be 
an improvement in the demand for real estate. As soon as it 
can be sold to advantage it will be desirable to dispose of it, 
which can be done under the authority already given by the 
General Conference. 


CHICAGO. 


There have been no changes in the real estate at Chicago, ex- 
cept by re-appraisal. The real estate there was valued in our 
Exhibit in 1875 at $99,376 97. Under the direction of the Disci- 
pline the Local Committee re-appraised the property after the 
last General Conference, fixing the value at $80,000, thus de- 
ducting $19,376 97 from its former value. While this amount 
has been deducted from our Exhibit during the past four years, 
it is not an absolute loss in our Chicago property—for in the pur- 
chase and building up of our present property our old lot was 
turned into the new property at an advance of $22,000 above 
its cost, so that at the present valuation there still remains a 
profit of $2,623 03 above the cash paid out for real estate. It is 
evidently only a question of a short time when the property will 
exceed in value its former estimate. 


Sr. Louis. 


At St. Louis there have been some changes both by sale and 
appraisal. Our real estate in that city is now valued at $40,000. 
In our Exhibit four years ago it was estimated at $64,350. It 
then consisted of two parcels ; one, which we hold in fee simple, 
and now occupy, valued’ at $46,350, and a leasehold that we oc- 
cupied for several years before purchasing our present proper- 
ty. This leasehold was formerly carried in our Exhibit, among 
the assets, at $6,350, but, under the instructions of the Dis- 
cipline, the Book Committee in appraising it in 1872 put it 
at $18,000. Hence in our Exhibit of 1875 this leasehold was 
placed at $18,000, and our present property at $46,350. Dur- 
ing the past term we have sold the leasehold for $9,850, and 
the Committee have fixed the value of our present property 
there at $40,000. This has reduced the real estate in St. Louis 
as follows: 


Received for leasehold less than the appraisal............. $8,150 00 
Reduction by appraisal of our present property......-..... 6,350 00 
Making a total reduction on our real estate there of...:... $14,500 00 


As there was added to the leasehold by appraisal $11,650, it 
will be seen that the actual decrease in our real estate has only 
been $1,700, and this the result of revaluation. Taking the 
size and location of this property into account, the present is a 
low estimate, at which. it cannot long remain. 
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DEPOSITORIES. 


It is impossible to properly estimate the value of the business 
of our Depositories, unless we can settle the question as to the 
amount of trade they bring to our Publishing Houses, which 
would be lost without them. Our experience in the West is that 
they are necessary to hold our trade. Our sales are very largely 
to the Sunday-schools, and unless our books and periodicals are at’ 
Chicago and St. Louis, in large quantities, for the benefit of- those 
who transact their business in these cities, much of our trade now 
centering there will be lost. Other houses, that will not handle 
our goods of choice, are making strenuous efforts to supply the 
entire country, and unless we are in the market with a good sup- 
ply for Sunday-schools, our books and periodicals will not find a 
market. 

We have made special efforts to introduce the sale of our books 
through dealers at Columbus, Cleveland, Indianapolis, Milwaukee, 
St. Paul, Council Bluffs, Kansas City, and Denver, and other 
smaller places, but have not succeeded well at any place, and at 
the most of them our efforts have been very unsatisfactory, and 
attended with more or less loss. It is true that we are compelled 
to keep on hand an assortment of other publications at our De- 
positories, to be able to fill the orders for Sunday-schools; but our 
goods are made a specialty, and are, therefore, much more large- 
ly sold than others. 

Our sales at the Depositories for the past four years have been 
over one nuillion one hundred thousand dollars, ($1,100,000.) Over 
eight hundred and eighty thousand dollars ($880,000) of this 
amount have been our own publications. 

On the supposition that without these Depositories we could 
secure one half this trade, (which is to say the least very doubt- 
ful,) the gain above a manufacturer’s profit on what Cincinnati 
alone has furnished thein on the other half would be very much 
more than all the loss now shown by the books, as there is no ad- 
ditional expense for stereotyped plates on account of these in- 
creased sales. Our papers and Depositories at each place must 
be taken together to form a correct estimate of our business. 
The advertising of our own publications in the Advocates pub- 
lished at the Depositories is a great advantage to our trade, 
keeping, as it does, our books and other publications before our 
people; and at the same time, by thus combining the publication 
and sales department in one house, the expense of each depart- 
ment is very much lessened by the existence of the other. 

There should also be deducted from the loss shown at the De- 
positories the amount lost on the Sandebudet, the Scandinavian 
paper ordered by the General Conference to be continued at Chi- 
cago, which loss during the four years has been $3,305 19, and 
has been borne by the Chicago Depository. 

After deducting the amount referred to above, and the reduc- 
tion by the re-appraisal of the property, the loss in our business, as 
shown by the Exhibit, during the last four years, is as follows: 
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Att GIICAOO 2% Vesti avatars Ee oi Suzaeiae ister gee cee aon nie ee $15,742 37 
ASE: LIGUIS). eecrsyeiors eras csieitle sare) Scieatarchase sicrers em oreo mm taeretete 9,555 08 
At Atlanta, (including loss on Methodist Advocate)....... 12,433 12 
Showing a total loss at all the Depositories of............ $37,730 57 


But it should be remembered that this loss was nearly all sus- 
tained during the first three years: as during the last year the 
profits at Chicago and St. Louis have been $6,034 42, and the loss 
at Atlanta only $2,898 86, leaving a total gain from the Deposi- 
tories of $3,135 56. This shows that the time has arrived 
when the Depositories of the Western Book Concern will again 
be a source of profit. Before the Chicago fire of 1871, and the 
panic of 1873, our Depository at Chicago had been a source of 
profit. It had paid all expenses and yielded a profit to the West- 
ern Book Concern of $87,933 70. 

The Depository at St. Louis, during several years before the 
panic of 1873, had a little more than paid expenses. It is but 
reasonable to suppose from the reports of the last year that both 
have reached a condition again when they will be sources of finan- 
cial gain to the Book Concern. 

During the past four years we have published some Hymn and 
Tune Books for Sunday-schools and social worship, both in the 
English and German language. We have also met the demand 
of the Church for the Methodist Hymnal and Hymnal with 
Tunes. 

In addition to these we have added to the catalogue during the 
four years 38 books in English and 23 in German. Most of these 
are specially adapted to Sunday-school libraries, but some of 
them, such as “Systematic Theology,” by Miner Raymond, D.D.; 
“ Eeclesiastical Law,” by Judge Henry and Bishop Harris; and 
“The History of the Christian Church,” by W. M. Blackburn, 
D.D., are large and valuable works, and would be excellent addi- 
tions to the libraries of our ministers and thoughtful laymen. 

We have given special consideration to the subject of a cheap- 
er class of books. The demand of our patrons has been for 
books of superior quality, in both material and workmanship, at 
least such have found the most ready sale. We were led to 
think that some Sunday-schools and families might desire the 
same books brought out in cheaper form. We therefore selected 
from our best books a few of such as would be most likely to, be 
appreciated by the Sunday-school officers and the families of our 
people, and printed an edition of each on lighter paper, and with 
smaller margins, and bound them in plain but substantial bind- 
ing, and made special efforts to introduce them into the market. 
They were mostly from those which sell at $1 25 each in the 
usual style. We announced them in our papers and catalogues, 
and by special circulars, as on sale at seventy-five cents (75 cts.) 
a volume, with the usual discount. But the experiment has not. 
been a successful one. While we have sold only 4,138 copies-of 
the cheap editions, of the regular editions we have sold, during 
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the same time, 21,061 copies, showing that the better style of 
books are in much the best demand. 

We have carefully considered the subject of bringing out some 
of our books in a still cheaper style in paper binding. This 
could only be done by resetting the type and stereotyping the 
same, which would involve several hundred dollars’ expense for 
each book. After conversing with some who have tried the 
experiment, and others who have watched its results in New 
York and elsewhere, we have not thought it prudent, as yet, to 
adopt that expedient. We publish no sensational books that are 
to be read and then thrown aside, but most of them are designed 
for permanent use in the Sunday-school, or family, or by minis- . 
ters. Our Sunday-school Library system furnishes an excellent 
opportunity to supply reading at a cheap rate. A book manu- 
factured in our usual style will last in a Sunday-school library 
for several years. A book costing one dollar can be read in two 
years by one hundred different families, thus costing only one 
cent for each reading, and with the usual care given to our Sun- 
day-school libraries be in very good condition for further use. 
Hence this class of books are likely to be the most economical in 
the end. In view of these facts, it is doubtful whether the time 
has yet come to invest the several thousand dollars necessary to 
give the system of pamphlet literature a fair trial. We are 
strengthened in this opinion by the fact that pamphlets, however 
valuable, on any subject, find but a small sale in our market. 


Ovugn MAGAZINES. 


The National Repository, which took the place of the Ladies’ 
Repository, has been before the Church three years. Its “ char- 
acter and scope” were defined by the committee created for that 
purpose by the last General Conference. As its publishers, we 
have been responsible for its mechanical appearance, and in this 
we have kept in view the directions of said Committee. In the 
quality of paper, style of typography, and character of printing, 
and other mechanical features, we think every proper expectation 
has been met. We have expended each year, under the direc- 
tion of the Editor, the full amount appropriated by the Book 
Committee for correspondence and illustrations, and to the ex- 
tent of our authority have used the resources at our disposal to 
the advantage of the magazine. Nevertheless, it has not been a 
financial success, and has not reached a circulation suflicient to 
make it a means of extensive service to the Church. 

In November, 1877, after the subscriptions for the first year 
had all been received, the aggregate circulation, East and West, 
was 12,854 copies, a gain of about 4,000 over the last year of the 
Ladies’ Repository. In November, 1879, the aggregate circula- 
tion was 8,063 copies; that for the current year (1880) falls be- 
low this number. The financial loss for the three years, as 
shown by our books, has been as follows: 
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The actual loss to the Book Concern has not reached this sum, 
as in our accounts the mechanical work is charged at master’s 
prices, and each year an equitable portion of all general expenses 
has been charged to the National Repository, although these 
expenses would not be materially reduced by its discontinuance. 
From the large decrease in the circulation of the National Re- 
pository since the first year of its publication it is evident that 
the Church does not wish a magazine of its “character and 
scope,” and that, when the contract with subscribers is fulfilled, at 
the close of 1880, unless it be adapted to meet a real want among 
our people, its publication should be discontinued. _ 

We think there is a place in our system of periodicals between 
the weekly Christian Advocates and the Quarterly Review for a 
Methodist magazine. It should furnish a literature sufficiently 
distinct in form and style from the Advocates and the Quarterly 
to command the favor of a large number of reading Methodists. 
Only a magazine denominational to the extent that will make it 
really serviceable to Methodists and Methodist families as such 
will receive a support among our people. Persons who wish a 
purely literary and artistic journal will select from those already 
well established and favorably known. With little room in our 
country for another first-class literary magazine, with or without 
illustrations, it would not be wise to employ the capital and 
facilities of the Book Concern in the publication of such a work. 

But it does seem that a literary magazine, avowedly Meth- 
odistic, conducted with special reference to the broad and varied 
interests of Methodism, ought to receive a generous support. 
Excellent as are our Advocates, there are literary demands among 
our people which they are not expected to meet.. The history of 
Methodism and the lives of her workers teem with events and 
facts that would invest the pages of a monthly with thrilling in- 
terest and inspire the faith and zeal of the readers. There is 
also a literature connected with and incident to the benevolent 
and educational enterprises of our Church that should be placed 
before our people in the more attractive and permanent form af- 
forded by the magazine. 

With an inviting field for a Methodist magazine, both as to its 
contents and support; with many writers of high order who, 
taken together, are familiar with every subject of interest in this 
field; with facilities to publish such work in the best style, it is 
to be hoped the limited success of the National Repository will 
not be allowed to prevent or embarrass any action that may be 
necessary to establish such a monthly as is needed by the Church. 

We respectfully suggest that the General Conference direct 
that the National Repository be changed to a Methodist maga- 
zine, under such general instructions as may be deemed needful, 


Larre 
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leaving, however, the Editor and Publishers free to adjust it to 
the end propesed, and placing the responsibility of its adaptation 
and success with them, as is the case with the other periodicals 
of the Church. With the facilities of the Western Book Con- 
cern at Cincinnati to produce such a magazine in a creditable 
style, with a place in our denominational literature that ought to 
be occupied, and with a large proportion of the present subscrib- 
ers to the National Repository in the West, we regard success 
as more than probable. There is nothing in the character of 
such a magazine as is needed by the Church, and no interest in 
the Church to be enhanced by its publication, which renders a 
_ change in the location of its office necessary or desirable. The 
Ladies’ Repository having been a success so long as it met a 
want among our people, and the Western Book Concern having 
been subjected to unprofitable outlays by the unsuccessful 
changes that were ordered in that magazine in 1868 and 1876, it 
is entitled to the advantages which may accrue from a new and 
hopeful enterprise, inasmuch as every other interest of the Church 
will be served equally well by the arrangement. 

The Golden Hours, our magazine for youth and children, has 
not reached an extended circulation and has been published at a 
small loss, yet we would recommend that it be continued another 
quadrennium. The need for a youths’ monthly under the au- 
spices of the Church seems quite as obvious now as when the Gen- 
eral Conference first ordered such a periodical. It is not clear 
that the style first adopted and continued by the tacit sanction of 
the General Conference is best adapted to the end in view. 
Those charged with its production should be authorized to make 
such modifications in it from time to time as may be required to 
fully adapt it to the largest number of readers. Its purpose be- 
ing to cultivate among the youthful members of our Church and 
families a taste for reading which will prove beneficial, much 
matter might be gleaned for its pages from Methodist history 
and biography, as well as from other fields, to make it a welcome 
visitor to Methodist homes. If the effort to meet the general 
market be abandoned, and it be determined that it shall be con- 
ducted with a view to furnish a periodical that will be especially 
serviceable to the thousands of youth in Methodist homes and 
Methodist Sunday-schools, there is good reason to expect that it 
will reach a creditable circulation and be instrumental in doing 
great good. With such an adaptation to this field as might be 
given to the magazine with a discretionary use of our facilities, 
success would be probable; if it could not thus be made to win a 
reasonably large circulation the duty of the Church to furnish 
such a form of literature for the youth and children would not 
seem to be imperative. 

Haus und Herd, the German Magazine, has reached a circula- 
tion of about seven thousand copies. Most of this circulation is 
in Methodist families and among Sunday-school workers, for 
whom it is particularly designed—a larger relative circulation, 
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compared with the number of German Methodists, than has been 
reached even by the whole family of Advocates among the En- 
glish-speaking Methodists. Although it has not quite reached 
the point of self-support, this relatively large circulation indicates 
that it has a promising field and should be continued. 

The Sunday-School Bell (German) since the reduction in price 
has not quite paid the expenses of its publication. When it was 
found practicable to reduce the price of the Sunday-School Ad- 
vocate and Sunday-School Classmate, it was deemed proper to 
make a corresponding reduction in the price of the Sunday- 
School Bell, it always having been furnished at the same price as 
the other papers. We think the loss is only temporary, for its 
circulation will certainly increase with the growth of the Church. 


ATLANTA DeEposIToRY AND Mertuopist ADVOCATE. 


The General Conference at its last session authorized the 
Agents to expend $2,000 per annum on the publication of the 
Methodist Advocate at Atlanta, above the receipts of the paper, 
provided that amount was found necessary. We have kept 
within that limit with the exception of the last year, during 
which the amount charged to the Advocate exceeded that sum 
by $444 60, while the loss on the Merchandise Department of 
the Depository for the year was $454 26. It is somewhat diffi-- 
cult, when the paper is managed in connection with the sale of 
merchandise, to ascertain definitely what amount of incidentals 
shall be charged to the paper, and what to merchandise. The 
Book Committee, at their annual meeting in February, 1879, 
recommended the closing up of the Atlanta Depository. We 
together visited that city in May last, and spent some time in 
very carefully inspecting the condition of the Depository and the 
Methodist Advocate. We found the Depository could not be 
closed without involving the Concern in a considerable loss. We 
had in stock, at wholesale rates, more than eight thousand dol- 
lars’ worth of books and stationery, all of which could be made 
available if the Depository remained, but most of which would 
have been of little value if brought to Cincinnati. There was no 
sale for the fixtures of the store, either, and the loss on these 
alone would have been nearly, if not quite, as much as this year’s 
excess over the $2,000 specified for the paper. It also became 
evident that the Advocate could not be continued without greatly 
increasing its expenses if the Depository was closed up, and then 
it was certain that fewer books would be circulated in that sec- 
tion if the preachers were compelled to order them from Cincin- 
nati or New York. In view of all the facts, therefore, the Gen- 
eral Conterence being so near, we thought it better to continue 
the business as it was, leaving the whole matter with the General 
Conference. , 

We have no doubt the matter will have your careful consider- 
ation. It is evident to those acquainted with the work of our 
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Church in the South that it cannot be successfully prosecuted 
without the aid of local papers, wisely and carefully conducted 
by editors on the ground who are conversant with the different 
phases of that work, and are in position to study its development, 
and readily perceive its necessities. If the papers published at 
New York, or Cincinnati, or St. Louis, could be circulated among 
our people in the remote South, they would not so fully meet the 
wants of that section as do those that are edited with reference 
to the current and changing conditions of, and hence are specially 
adapted to the local demands. The older Advocates could not 
be readily modified to meet these special wants, and any at- 
tempted modification in that direction would only lessen their 
usefulness in the fields they now occupy. It is also very desira- 
ble for the preachers in those Conferences to have conveniently 
at hand our Sunday-school helps and Church requisites to meet 
the wants of our Sunday-schools and congregations. - As our 
Church provides for no system of colportage, except through her 
ministers, the only way for our denominational literature to be 
circulated in that region is through the co-operation of the Book 
Concern with the ministers, who there mingle with and labor 
among the people. Experience confirms what would seem ob- 
vious in advance, that this circulation of our publications is en- 
couraged by Depositories like that at Atlanta, though conducted 
on a limited scale. While the Missionary Society, the Church 
Extension Soviety, and the Freedmen’s Aid Society are expend- 
ing many thousands of dollars in the field, it is a question that 
demands serious and thoughtful consideration, how far it is the 
duty of the Church to require the Book Concern to do its skare 
in the evangelization and enlightenment of the neglected people 
of the South. We do not feel called upon to settle the question 
whether it is for want of ability or disposition, on the part of 
other Churches, that the work we are doing in the Southern 
States is left undone by them. It is enough for us to know that 
the work remains to be done, that our efforts there are attended 
with great success, and that in no part of the world is more 
being accomplished for the good of the human race, by the 
same amount of money and labor, than has resulted and is re- 
sulting from the work of the Methodist Episcopal Church in the 
South. 

But we venture the suggestion that we have had sufticient time 
to experiment there, and if, after carefully considering the ques- 
tion, we conclude to continue our work in that field, then all our 
Church enterprises there should be placed on a foundation that 
will give evidence of our purpose to remain, The possible with- 
drawal of our publishing interests from the South being left an 
open question has not only weakened our moral force there, but 
has also, without doubt, militated against the circulation of the 
Methodist Advocate, and resulted in financial injury to our De- 
pository. If it be the purpose of our Church to maintain and 
push her work, it would seem that the Book Concern should be 
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there to co-operate with other connectional movements; and that, 
while proper economy should be observed, those who do the hard 
work in that difficult field should not be required to lnbor under 
financial limitations that embarrass them, restrict their useful- 


ness, and retard their success. 
: Hircucock & WaLpEN. 


50.—sournal, page 115, 
REPORT OF BOOK COMMITTEE. 


To tuE Bisnors anD MEMBERS OF THE GENERAL CONFERENCE 
or THE Meruopist Episcopal CHurcH, IN GENERAL CONFER- 
ENCE ASSEMBLED. 


Dear Farurrs anp Breturen: The Book Committee, ap- 
pointed at the General Conference of 1876, beg leave respectful- 
ly to present the following Report for the quadrennium end- 
ing May 1, 1880: 

The Committee met for organization in Baltimore May 31, 
1876. J. L. Smith was elected Chairman, and L. C. Matlack, 
Secretary. No other business of importance was transacted at 
this session. 

The following is a summary of the business transacted by the 
Committee during*the past quadrennium: 

1877. At the first annual meeting, held in February, the fol- 
lowing appraisements of the value of real estate were presented 
by the Local Committees, and approved: 


EASTERN SECTION. 


At ING Ww Vionk,.805) Broadiwayanwcie ceteckecisietele meieretretet $525,000 
e ef Minlberryss treet: Geyteyatersiersieia atelerete torctetehe 75,000 
HP ECDs buna i pial tote Chenecsn starr enta siete Mote etereute sharcreuetets 35,000 
Oe Oa BN TAN CIS COO al tars costaicle Prcheiscenerevelcieierenenetedeled oi sedoce 42,000 
SSP ER VOTO SING a) yey etansiarcteversysnsreteleds foxes eetnie crore erelstersicte 200 
OO sPearsall's® Tih Liye cistecstncts ce Sle ctmmiatctercatermet eaten 200 

$677,400 
WESTERN SECTION. 

DUK DUMONT NAMA rT OO.0 O OOO GOUOO OO GCdooo0 $178,000 
8° OHICAO OS tity aid in totn slo ateeaeteyehsaeanis -sporeraere tote nate oncloe bel 80,000 
Miers) UOC MAO AReR MT mA Rn icin cid Com OMe Names DAE BSS 40,000 

$298,000 


At the same meeting the Agents were required to give a de- 
tailed statement of profit and loss on each periodical published, 
and also the profit and loss sustained at each Depository, for the 
information of the Committee. 

The papers published at Atlanta and New Orleans were or- 
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dered to be discontinued, unless the running expenses were 
brought within the limits prescribed by the General Confer- 
ence. 

An agreement made between the Eastern 2nd Western Agents 
was approved, which allowed the Western Agents fifty per cent. 
discount instead of forty per cent., conditioned upon a yearly 
reduction of the debt due the Eastern Publishing House of a 
sum not less than ten thousand dollars, together with the pay- 
ment of interest as it accrued. 

After a careful consideration of the interests committed to its 
care, the Committee felt constrained to take strong grounds in 
favor of, the most rigid economy in every department of our pub- 
lishing interests over which the Agents have control. 

Rev. H. R. Revels, D.D., who was elected editor of the South- 
western Christian Advocate at the last General Conference, hay- 
ing tendered his resignation, which was accepted, the vacancy 
was filled by the election of Rev. J. C. Hartzell, D.D. Bishops 
Harris and Peck were present, and acted with the Committee. 

1878. In accordance with the previous action of the Commit- 
tee, the Agents presented a statement of profit and loss, for the 
five years past, at each of the Depositories. (See Minutes of 
Book Committee, p. 71.) 

The Agents were instructed to close all Depositories where 
losses are sustained, as early as practicable, that they at once 
curtail the expenses of conducting them, and that all real estate 
connected with them be sold so soon as a reasonable price can be 
obtained. : 

The Agents of the Western House were advised to discontinue 
the publication of Golden Hours at the close of the current year, 
unless it shall be found to be self-sustaining. 

1879. There having been considerable controversy between 
the Eastern and Western Agents concerning the question of pre- 
miums, the Committee agreed that when any premiums should 
be adopted by either the Eastern or the Western Agents, the 
same should be furnished, on application, to the other Agents at 
the cost of production. 

The question of the continued publication of the National Re- 
pository and Golden Hours was fully considered, and in view of 
the near approach of the General Conference, the Committee 
recommended that these periodicals be published until the end of 
the quadrennium. 

The Committee recommended that the Atlanta Depository 
be discontinued as soon as practicable, and not later than Au- 
gust 1, 1879. ' 

The Agents were instructed to reduce the cost of the clerical 
force at Chicago not less than one thousand dollars per annum; 
at St. Louis not less than five hundred dollars per annum; and 
the expenses at Boston not less than one thousand dollars per 
annum. 

The Agents of the Western House were requested to arrange 
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with a responsible person to open a place in Atlanta for the sale 
of our books and periodicals, provided it can be done without 
loss to the Book Concern. 

The Local Committees East and West were requested to exam- 
ine in the month of November, 1879, each and every bill receiv- 
able and outstanding account, and to report to us at our next 
Annual Meeting the value of all notes and accounts, classifying 
them as “Good,” “Doubtful,” and “ Worthless,” so that the 
next General Conference may be able to give advice to have the 
“ Worthless” charged to “Profit and Loss,” and the “Doubtful” 
to appear in the statements thereafter at such value as may be 
agreed upon. : 

The notes and accounts standing out over five years, whereon 
nothing has been paid of principal or interest during the last 
five years, shall be considered “ Worthless,” except they can be 
secured in some way. 

Those notes and accounts being five years old, on which noth- 
ing has been paid during the previous two years, of principal or 
interest, shall be considered “ Doubtful.” 

Those notes and accounts standing out two years shall be con- 
sidered “Good,” except any known to be “ Worthless” or 
“Doubtful.” 

The Local Committees have done this work very carefully, 
and the result was reported by this Committee in its last report 
to the Annual Conferences. 

The Agents were instructed to rigidly enforce the action of the 
Committee requiring all ministers to pay the full amount of their 
bills at the session of their Conference, or to give an approved 
note of ninety days, otherwise all credit to be refused, and the 
delinquents to be reported to their Conferences. 

The Committee was convened in special session March 3, 1879, 
to elect a successor to Rev. Reuben Nelson, D.D., one of the 
Agents at New York, who died February 20, 1879. An appro- 
priate minute “In Memoriam” was prepared and put upon the 
Journal. 

Rev. Sandford Hunt, D.D., was elected as his successor in the 
Agency of the Eastern Publishing House. Bishops Scott, Simp- 
son, Harris, Merrill, Andrews, and Peck were present, and acted 
with the Book Committee. 

At the same time I. 8. Bingham, D.D., was elected to fill the 
Be) in the Book Committee caused by the resignation of Dr, 

unt. 

1880. At the annual meeting in February, one of our number, 
Rey. W. B. Slaughter, D.D., was reported as having been taken 
from the scene of his earthly toil and usefulness to his heavenly 
home. The Committee put upon record a fitting expression of 
their high appreciation of his many rare excellences. 

At this meeting the Committee authorized the publication of a 
Daily Christian Advocate. 

The Committee on Report to the General Conference was 
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directed to recommend that the General Conference instruct 
the Book Agents, at the beginning of’ each quadrennium, to 
classify all notes and accounts as “Good,” “Doubtful,” and 
“Worthless; ” and that the “Worthless” be passed to “ Profit and 
Loss,” and a record of the “ Doubtful” and “Worthless ” be kept 
in a book provided for that purpose. And this is recommended. 

The Committee recommend the General Conference to place 
the indebtedness of the Episcopal Fund to the Book Concern to 
Profit and Loss. 

Instructions were given to the Committee which was to pre- 
pare the quadrennial report to include a statement of the amount 
estimated at session of 1880 for the salary and house rent of each 
Bishop, Agent, and Editor, which is herewith furnished. (See 
Appendix A.) 

The general revival of business has recently stimulated the 
sale of our books and periodicals to an encouraging extent. The 
sales of our Hymnals have been quite large, and most of our 
periodicals have secured an increased circulation. 

The heavy losses that have been sustained by the Depository 
system indicate that the time has fully come when the General 
Conference should take action looking to a radical change in the 
method of circulating and selling our books and periodicals. 

By a special agent, or otherwise, it would seem that we might 
place our books and periodicals on sale with responsible dealers 
in every city and town throughout the land, under such condi- 
tions and on such terms as would insure larger sales at the same 
rate of discount now given to Depositories without loss or ex- 
pense to the Book Concern. 

Our Agents have done as well as could reasonably have been 
expected under our present system of transacting our publishing 
business; but it seems to us that this great Church interest would 
be promoted by a thorough revision of so much of the system as 
our enlarged business has outgrown. Our publishing interests 
would be greatly advanced if our methods of business were 
brought into fuller harmony with those which prevail among 
business men generally. 

These suggestions are commended to the thoughtful considera- 
tion of the General Conference, that in its wisdom such measures 
may be devised as shall result in bringing our Publishing Houses 
to the highest possible point of efficiency. 

We herewith present an abstract of the monthly reports and 
annual exhibits for the past quadrennium. [See Appendix B.| 

There are, also, accompanying this Report, copies of the Re- 
ports to the Annual Conferences for the years 1877, 1878, 1879, 
and 1880. 

The Eastern and Western sections organized themselves at 
their first meeting in February, 1877, by electing Thompson 
Mitchell as Chairman, and Sandford Hunt as Secretary, for the 
former; and F. C. Holliday as Chairman, and R. A. W. Bruehl 
as Secretary, for the latter. When 8. Hunt became Book Agent, 


576 Journal of the General Conference. [1880. 


J. B. Graw was elected Secretary of the Eastern section. Both 
sections have performed their duties faithfully, and presented at 
each annual meeting full reports of their actions, as well as of 
the business transactions of the respective Publishing Houses, 
which latter reports they were enabled to prepare by the com- 
plete reports of the Local Committees. 

The Book Committee cannot fitly close this Report to the 
General Conference without giving expression to their high opin- 
ion of the valuable services rendered by the local committees at 
New York and Cincinnati. 

Joun L. Smiru, Chairman. 
Lucius C. Marzack, Secretary. 
May 1, 1880. 


Aprrnpix A. 


Salary and Rent allowed to the Bishops, Agents, and Editors, per Annum. 


Salary. Rent. 
BISHODMUCVINSCOblintye terre nent tettetoeistsiaareeiersieiate etre ee rokerceeren tc $3,000 $1,000 
Bish opEeMatihe wa ol PSO Wier ches ic. eiseis eiayelehaiss aie) snelshce mio lebeieys einai 3,000 1,000 
IBISh Ope LNOmMaAs mB Owilailes) sc a sicrepennls, ste steneitere a sreleretotaterai ena aot 3,000 1,000 
BishopawWalliam WATELArTISeee ei vssies cists ose aletalsccioke hel siars vista sie 3,000 1,500 
BishopsandolphiS.MwOster wm srereeiesatee eels ates vebansl ors a skeke eset ata 3,000 1,000 
USPC OIL Woe WallyeS Ahab > pocuamuluouencasriop aba does baou. 3,000 1,000 
BishopiStepaeny Mam Merrill aa asvecittnsc teu aieiielatses cere peere 3,000 1,000 
Bishows dwar) Cea eAmMane wide-cerr stole srclsienerssteriake ce ioeres eaters 3,000 1,000 
Bishop Jesse T. Peck. :........ SR HER rENEDOOOEEIOUIS GUnoeO es 3,000 1,000 
JOHN Ms Phillips: MAGENt. tae scares sie clos ameoiaee sinc ae eee sera 3,000 1,500 
Sandford ueunte Awan een cies vate oie lew arerstels enetors warts 3,000 1,500 
Uukesenitelicock PA Gent tes eeiejarseinre esas ee eiele’ olckoroueyersiiegstreyeycteas 3,000 1,000 
ede SW Lall lea Aco ein tires nal. se ssn oreveceix teleleret abiaere orient ters kent meee 3,000 1,000 
HD) SB) Wie CON ICI TORN ste te rete e ererstarestacereierrerse store ereauerttere tenets 3,000 - 1,000 
Charlesuel Howler Huitors. cence seats celles teereeterenod 3,000 1,500 
LGIdTE SES NVRUONC Esai UOMO hoya ere SAORI ACO OUOIIG MOO ieee Sor 3,000 1,000 
MN amiLel eC wittyygidat Of weeranepainn cep clewncyeemete creates cele sicherteaenersiare 3,000 1,000 
WAS PIOVE MHOMOT. Mavs Sacisucis orratererecsetete otek ale tomatoe ake cates 3,000 1,000 
AWiillismnaiNas tsPldi borer. case. cectals erecerometrerstere ect alarm eerie 3,000 1,000 
inMenryeUiebhari Haroree se avis societies mopen tereeee teeae 3,000 1,000 
LAT MU EHC AAS UNAI Orsay ae Seeeete else: keine ee ene aie eae 3,000 1,000 
BM Salinity ames Buty: JBiditOnes ametmas he Seat met ieenact ace ser 3,000 1,000 
ODER AW orem BHCLLO Ret ae ios ioe ora kek ee slope ane eree 2,500 500 
JHEP IO INES Ol Dohlioles Bambara ete mos nna ae Wan WE REE! Uo We 1,500 500 
J Cis anczelise Hitec crete atin omen eee eee eae 1,000 preter 


APPENDIX B. 


Comparative Statement of the Business, etc., of the Eastern and Western Methodist 
Book Concerns, Compiled from the Monthly and Annual Reports and Account Books. 


I. Book AND PERIODICAL SALES. 
AT NEW YORK, INCLUDING SYRACUSE. 


1876, 1877. 1878, 1879, 
‘RO UaINS ELC Sempre. «+. --$654,337 72 $654,726 53 710,668 75 $630,503 07 
SOUR cass lies crn ia xiahe cise yal a aha = ota ot Ween ee a eta ciasmeteen ye $2,650,236 07 
Ereviouss quadrenmium: sr a.s 5 tsi seme tee Arto ac 2,437,043 14 


Tn CRease Wet Wns wits sracteiatelemetde stoners selenite hous 


1880.] Report of Book Committee. 577 


AT EASTERN DEPOSITORIES. 


1876, 1871. 1878, 1879, 
Baan aad oles cs Shue oes $66,286 14 $67,742 97 $74,359 85 $64,279 36 
Buffalo..... Sistteroheteliets siererren | OSH AT 49,289 48 56,703 03 54,737 00 
Piresburgh vs fan cece ciesiow: 38,445 70 36,559 24 43.491 94 46.734 12 
San Francisco...... reo 30,491 16 24,595 10 27,503 35 29,380 77 
[RU Sand a ea $186,404 47 $181,186 79 $202,058 17 $195,131 25 
Grand utotalss st rncrisis aay secies Ney ne NC eee $764,780 68 
IEFHONALOFNG) COVEN HRS HANNE es ino aie co cab ooe Cane oe $778,569 43 
Decrease... .5.' sae Siellciearnicnts sreavenMavenererstasal sient 13,788 75 
1872-75, 1876-79, Increase. Decrease, 
Sales at Boston.......... $327,472 84 $272,668 32 $54,804 52 
Pe DUAESLO Mei. oisrs re <tc 205,160 56 211,910 98 $6,750 42 
Bemba GuS UNO Lier ose ove 174,339 26 165,231 00 9,108 26 
« San Francisco....° 71,596 77 114,970 38 43.373 61 
otidecrease meow rsaet erecta testerye rae : $63,912 78 
Total increase..... SRE Ail ens ean Oe are era $50,124 03 
Ne hdecrCagenner rica yacrtere ais telihersttelavoter st $13,788 75 
AT CINCINNATI, INCLUDING GERMAN PUBLICATIONS. 
1876. 1877, 1878, 1879, 
Total sales......... ..--. $391,215 16 $391,622 09 $418,310 09 $373,843 85 
ESET ey NOS, AO a RAM Ret ee Seen Oe Es Bue TS $1,574,991 19 
PREVIGUSTCUACKET DMM vers eta oie sieisiolveieietetcnseeloie il etnicrsisie) ore 1,725,692 24 
Decrease ..... Ho CB Besa ACC Oobt CaO SnR ARE Oe $150,701 05 
AT WESTERN DEPOSITORIES. 
1876, 1877, 1878. 1879, 
GONCECKs ono cuen soB08 .- $175,237 19 $174,053 92 $198,892 14 $165,948 34 
Gaintalouia yee ses cece 74,884 63 83,056 79 97,560 39 87,668 00 
PAWUIOINED steey ietelereie sie») eaererepe 9,664 36 9,741 60 10,999 07 12,428 20 
ER Of allivapenctetererststolstess/< $259,786 18 $266,852 31 $307,451 60 $266,044 54 
Grane bOtalleemteretetaieateresiscuchoveusts sie ensi coasters) sie) sveratorel <rele $1,100,134 63 
BreviouseQuadren minaret isieite rele oteklsleiieleleren ia 1,104,404 43 
WCOreasemrretalerstsy-tte er MOO ee as SOUORRA ON $4,269 80 
1872-75, 1876-79, Increase, Decrease, 
Sales at Chicago......... $728,940 68 $714,131 59 $14,809 09 
CS aint UOULS ae eeter< 330,851 88 343,169 81 $12,317 93 
Hee Atlanta. «i016 44,611 87 42,833 23 1,778 64 
Mo tale de@rease saree oleate scaneiancke|-heveaisalie ei! 1 folsloe iets $16,587 73 
Total inerease...-....- Mise Orne oO UOHOOG OO Har $12,317 93 
Niet OeCreasCiare ciciieleaicieis «ce oie s/o elernte svelensliolsioisye ———— $4,269 80 
METHODIST BOOK CONCERN AT NEW YORK AND EASTERN DEPOSITORIES. 
1876, 1877, 1878, 1879, 
Total sales......... $840,742 19 $835,913 32 $912,726 92 $825,634 32 
Cunalinonral <4 Kawa epMOOMOM Mh Gea denddet ooo $3,415,016 75 
Previous quadrennium .........-.+++-+sseeesee 3,215,612 57 
TN Creasererg sete cl stsiesialel-lerols's civ) siers)icl a= eeletelerchs $199,404 18 


37 


578 Journal of the General Conference. [1880. 


WESTPRN METHODIST BOOK CONCERN AT CINCINNATI AND WESTERN DEPOSITORIES. 


1876. 1877, 1878, 1879, 
Total sales......... $651,001 34 $658,474 40 $725,761 69 $639,888 39 
WPA! WOE scyas ss exe, <1seyssanctels elev arais tebe caalel otetater tee atelets $2,675,125 82 
PreviOUs-GUAALOMDAUIA i. wwe rere sie'e o1e s\s'pie 0% eve « 2,830,096 67 

Decrease) oe cares isto tears imet et sie creretetote secs §6PLDELOTONSS 


GERMAN BOOK AND PERIODICAL SALES AT CINCINNATI, OHIO. 


1876, 1877, 1878, 1879, 
$85,665 52 $84,462 39 $86,570 59 $83,360 99 
ital iiss ek be Math ales ee ees eee ree $340,059 49 
PrevVi0US QUAGTENNIUM 2.0.01 oi... ose oe emwie cieees BOOTIE > 307,581 71 
TNCTease.. 6... see eee eee ee cece eee cece ct en ees $32,477 78 


NET PROFITS ON GERMAN BOOK AND PERIODICAL SALES, 


1876, 1877. 1878, 1879, 
$1,489 19 $5,096 Tl $5,683 35 $4,549 97 
NS) 25 Baier Ree Se Ses cM. s te wie etlome 6 totes CoD a5 Sea S OC $16,819 22 


II. ASSETS AND LIABILITIES. 


METHODIST BOOK CONCERN AT NEW YORK. 


1876, 1877. 1878, 1879. 
PINAR O ESS he io scoe iene $1,852,007 18 $1,742,489 39 $1,752,434 65 $1,923,248 44 
Liabilities and Re- 

duction of 25 

per cent. of 

notes and ac- 

counts out- 

standing...... 766,793 43 768,297 38 743,022 22 842,680 08 


Net capital . $1,085,213 75 $974,192 01 $1,009,412 43 $1,080,568 36 


WESTERN METHODIST BOOK CONCERN AT CINCINNATI. 


1876, 1877, 1878, 1879, 

INBBCLS ercsere saverers $1,025,464 53 $1,017,373 34 $1,041,692 98 $1,033,656 43 
Liabilities and Re- 

duction of 25 

per cent. of 

notes and ac- 

counts out- 

standing...... 593,405 15 587,898 T1 595,321 65 559,477 96 


Net capital.. $432,059 38 $429,474 63 $446,371 33 $474,178 47 


Total amount of 
net assets, Hast 


and West..... $1,517,273 13 $1,403,666 64 $1,455,783 76 $1,554,746 83 
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UI. Nores ann Accounts OUTSTANDING. 
1876, 1877, 1878. 1879, 

Methodist Book Concern, 

New York, and De- 

positoriés........... $374,086 34 $382,551 22 $375,737 68 $488,041 73 
Western Methodist Book 

Concern, Cincinnati, 

and Depositories .... 309,319 00 313,626 66 319,922 42 286,100 58 


Total amount of notes 

and accounts outstand- 

ing, Hast and West... $683,405 34 $696,177 88 $695,660 10 $774,142 31 
Less Reduction of 25 

per cent. for probable 


HOSSOH eictacsune ic tetsie let eke 170,851 34 174,044 47 173,915 03 193,535 58 
Netiyaluce emcee $512,554 00 $522,133 41 $521,745 07 $580,606 73 


IV. Gains AND LOSSES. 


METHODIST BOOK CONCERN AT NEW YORK AND EASTERN DEPOSITORIES. 


1876, 1877, 1878. 1879, 
Methodist Book Con- 
cern, New York, G. $78,260 62 L. $108,311 10* G. $39,528 20 G. $64,032 21 
BOSTON tm sresecvece ¢ Lie OLS 9 Si 3,801 82 L. 3,641 84 L ATT 58 
San Francisco.... L. 5,251 19 L. S293) TLL 64047: 657 23 
sBiitialow svete: < site 2001S S 2) sa. TSA WG. 655 82 G. 2,424 90 
Pittsburgh .......G. 2,703 14 G, 1,858 52 G SUS Til Games LOMy 
Nie OL oie h Pali cea: care sev esaun ciwseyeiss'eievaleheyauseol ayextee ges #63 $73,509 93 
Bo Udta Om MOU ANN ags se reas nists cisipieaeverpia (susie oisioncks omic oie si = 4,899 13 
EIGN OE, TS LEMOS 4 coon Boom eoNS DO Oda OBO a a OUGd 5 9,399 54 
Mhapalwomenet ante aatrctae.c stare crisete tenets susie eters clesteeiels eeoclerevetats| ore $87,808 60 
BO StOUM ME LMOSS ces arama cee oo oisters: sire snets lah o\s wisi eters ete wse nie $14,109 17 
PaAMew ran Cleon Mer yl OSS vere testes elses jaeisee outer ciereichie = 6,818 36 
AOL AMOTeMe TORRES aereat. erste che sraheisicreei eel ctstete leieicleraicvei eve sheloreiers </> $20,927 53 
WNetwain durime tthe quadremnimm . .1... 50s) oe 66s ovis Sate ce oles $66,881 O07 
DNStmCamital x UNAe essa Bd'Orsvekerale:sysister's). s/o shelisel std sie) e $1,013,687 29 
Riot capital, June BO, 187i. sev social cles cmieinow Zo.0 1,080,568 36 
Ole TALIM BASE sete sieve vata: onc (even stele ais: tos'ele eleliete icles tee. eee os a leere's $66,881 07 


WESTERN METHODIST BOOK CONCERN AT CINCINNATI AND WESTERN DEPOSITORIES. 


1876. 1877. 1878, 1879, 
West. Meth. Book ; 
Concern, Cin... L. $14,609 95 G. $13,885 92 G. $21,857 92 G. $24,671 58 


Chicago........ L. 32,738 29+ L. 8,973 22-Iy 1,318 38 G. 4,605 36 
Saint Louis..... I: 19821 13¢L. 4,530 45 1. 1,132 56 G. 1,429.06 
thant, loco oases L, 4,056 98 1. 2,967 00 L, 2,610 28 1. 2898 86 


* Loss by reduction in estimate of real estate, etc., $185,096 97, otherwise a gain of $26,785 87 
would appear. 

+ $19,376 97 by reduction in estimate of real estate, and $13,861 32 loss in the business. 

+ $14,500 by reduction in the estimate and the sale of real estate, and $5,321 18 loss in the 
business. 
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Cincinnati, net gain... 2.0.6.2. se ee ne cress cece cenvee $45,805 47 
Toislof not gaint. <<.) save ohne cela ce eee ee $45,805 47 
GChicaro,net LOSS Ps... nctess ore sie eevee oie leleleusielsiviorsts $38,424 53* 
Saintliouisy met lossit 2 secre © ie wleiel-(ole lel ateleleraiele . 24,055 08+ 
Atlanta, net loss... 0.0... s cece reece ees Biorcictss oid 12,433 12 
MOtaAlroL Net LOSSES Meten cee eretereeiousere ener arte cere ate ck Ge 44,912 73 
Net loss during, the quadrenmium™ 2 sei. -scsies © ele $29,107 26 
Net capital) November 30) 187i. sere eteisteorielee1= see $503,285 73t 
Net capital, November 30) 18792. c. 360 ... 474,178 47 
ANGE ACE CREAS Ca ecarcra vera ctstet cle oy sua axa) ay atelier outiole: exetavatormcleuarctotel cave qcrons $29,107 26 


V. INDEBTEDNESS OF EASTERN DEPOSITORIES TO THE METHODIST Book CONCERN 
aT New York. 


1876. 1877. 1878. 1879. 
Boston ides cies ck $46,347 84 $44,655 69 $41,405 46 $44,030 66 
Bian et eye hace oe 39,228 64 39,669 99 40,584 17 45,032 52 
Pittsburgh. ..aeevss does os 53,210 57 51,776 93 50,088 59 52,348 41 
San Francisco............ 41,899 86 41,700 14 49,293 62 54,581 44 
Potala a. cas ves seeess $180,686 91 $177,802 75 $181,301 84 $195,993 03 


VI. INDEBTEDNESS OF THE WESTERN DEPOSITORIES TO THE WESTERN METHODIST 
Book CONCERN AT CINCINNATI 


1876. 1877, 1878. 1879. 
Chicago ....... ae aaae $205,508 28 $209,653 68 $214,110 15 $212,854 97 
Seine (otis... eoree 71,521 60 79,466 29 84,977 88 77,047 74 
TC TCTN Car pemetiee bagtoe 49,923 63 53,608 01 57,390 86 _—- 61,363 14 
Motel deci. ates $326,953 51 $342,727 98 $356,478 89 $351,265 85 


VII. INDEBTEDNESS OF THE EPrscopAL FunpD, EAST AND WEST. 


1876. 1877, 1878, 1879, 
Meth. Book Concern, N.Y....$69,303 69 $75,578 37 $77,322 10 $80,616 24 
Meth. Book Concern, Cin.... 34,812 23 32,478 99 33,771 95 32,194 91 
Total goats Seeds ae $104,115 92 $108,057 36 $111,094 05 $112,811 15 


* $19,376 97 by reduction in estimate of real estate; $3,305 19 by the publication of the San- 
debudet, and $15,742 387 in the business. 
+ $14,500 by reduction in estimate and sale of real estate. and $9,555 08 in the business. 


f At the close of the previous quadrennium the real estate was valued at $841.726 97. At the 


close of this quadrennium at only $298,000, being a reduction in estimate of $43,726 97, when the 
decrease of capital is only $29,107 26. 
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QUADRENNIAL REPORT OF GENERAL MISSIONARY COM- 
MIT DEE: 


To THE GENERAL ConFERENCE oF THE Mernopist EpiscopaL 
CHURCH, TO MEET IN Crncrnnatt, Onto, May 1, 1880: 


Tue General Missionary Committee would most respectfully 
report their doings for the quadrennium, as directed in Article 
XT of the Constitution of the Missionary Society: ‘ 

Rey. Joseph Cummings, D.D., appointed on this Committee for 
District I, conceiving his appointment to be in violation of the 
Discipline, he not residing at the time of his appointment within 
the district, tendered his declination to the Bishop in charge of 
the Conference of which he is a member, suggesting the appoint- 
ment of Rev. William R. Clark, D.D., in his place, who was 
accordingly appointed, and has faithfully served for the term. 
In other respects the Committee remained as constituted at the 
last General Conference, save as death removed two of our 
Bishops, and the Treasurer of this Society, and J. M. Phillips 
was appointed in the place of the latter. 

The first meeting of the Committee was on November 15, 
1876, when the Treasurer reported the Society in debt $262,355 56, 
with no special prospect of improvement in the business of the 
country. It was manifest that unless most earnest measures 
were adopted, the Missionary Society, whose paper had never 
been dishonored, must, before long, become insolvent. The situ- 
ation clearly indicated both a reduction in the appropriations and 
extraordinary measures for pressing the collections. 

The Foreign Missions were therefore allowed, for most of the 
quadrennium, barely enough to sustain the work in hand, but 
nothing to make advances, a sore trial to our self-denying and 
energetic brethren in far-off fields. The Annual Conferences 
on the borders of our own country and in the South were placed 
upon about the same relative footing as the foreign work, while 
Conferences in the older parts of the work were asked to forego, 
at least for a time, all appropriations to Domestic Missions with- 
in their bounds. In these measures the Church acquiesced, as 
being both wise and necessary. ‘The Bishops, and other members 
of the General Committee, as also the members of the Board, 
gave earnest help to the Secretaries in holding conventions and 
presenting the claims of the missionary cause. The Missionary: 
Advocate, published at a cost of $15,000 per annum, had been 
discontinued, but our Church papers were more thoroughly en- 
listed and used in advocating the missionary cause, and circulars 


and tracts were multiplied. 
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The .effect of these measures was a steady reduction of the 
debt. On November 1, 1877, it was reported to be $169,375 86; 
November 1, 1878, $117,922 98; and at our last meeting, Novem- 
ber 1, 1879, $63,037 16. In other words, the work in hand has 
been sustained for the quadrennium, and about $200,000 of the 
debt liquidated. No special collections for the debt were deemed 
proper, in view of the distress of mortgaged churches and the 
loss of endowment in some of the most important educational 
institutions, for which special efforts were being made. 

On the first of January, 1877, the new mission building, as 
one fourth of the property, corner of Broadway and Eleventh- 
street, New York City, is styled, became free from debt, only 
with the qualifications hereinafter named. During the quadren- 
nium the sum of $37,890 42 has been paid into the treasury for 
mission work from the income of the buildings and from lapsed 
annuities invested therein. The buildings will henceforth yield 
a yearly revenue for the same end amounting to some $10,000 or 
$12,000. There has also been accumulated an annuity fund of 
$64,322 74, the interest of $18,321 53, of which the income of the 
mission building must meet till the decease of the several dunors, 
and the remaining $46,001 21 is invested till the several annuities 
shall lapse in like manner, and then the whole amount will fall 
into the treasury of the Society, and be expended for mission 
work. This.sum of $64,322 74, as will be seen, is fully equal to 
the present indebtedness of the Society. 

We, therefore, heartily congratulate the Church upon the hap- 
py results of our labors, and render our account to the General 
Conference with great satisfaction, and in unabated faith that 
the Gospel of Jesus Christ will finally prevail, according to the: 
promise, over the whole world. 

We submit herewith the receipts and disbursements of the: 
Society and the appropriations for the quadrennium. 

In behalf of the General Committee, 


J. M. Rei, 0. Horr, 
J. M. Puituies, M. D’C. Crawrorp, 
J. B. Cornett, Committee. 


Mission Rooms, 805 Broapway, New YorxK, November, 1879. 


RECAPITULATION OF RECEIPTS. 


Receipts from Conferences and miscellaneous, in 1876, $594,188 38; in 1877, 
$628,977 25; in 1878, $551,365 05; in 1879, $551,859 30. Total, $2,326,389 98, 


APPROPRIATIONS, 
FOREIGN MISSIONS. 
In 1877, $274,600; in 1878, $268,077; in 1879, $272,114; in 1880, $279,516. 
Total, $1,094,307. 
MISSIONS IN UNITED STATES NOT IN ANNUAL CONFERENCES. 


Total for Territories in 1877, $8,000; in 1878, $14,000; in 1879, $13,500;-im 
1880, $20,000. Total, $55,500. 
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DOMESTIC MISSIONS. 


Welsh Missions—in 1877, $100. ; 

Scandinavian Missions—in 1877, $12,220; in 1878, $13,000; in 1879, $14,350; 
in 1880, $14,450. Total, $54,120. 

Chinese Missions—in 1877, $8,500; in 1878, $10,500; in 1879, $11,570; in 
1880, $13,576. Total, $44,086. 

German Missions—in 1877, $31,100; in 1878, $32,950; in 1879, $37,300; in 
1880, $40,100. Total, $141,450. 

American Indians—in 1877, $3,080; in 1878, $3,380; in 1879, $3,480; in 
1880, $3,550. Total, 13,490. 

English speaking—in 1877, $139,000; in 1878, $145,000; in 1879, $155,100; 
in 1880, $171,700. Total, $614,400. 

Miscellaneous—in 1877, $66,000; in 1878, $67,000; in 1879, $77,000; in 1880, 
$73,000. Total, $273,000. 

Liquidation of debts—in 1877, $125,000; in 1878, $120,000; in 1879, $95,586; 
in 1880, $63,037 16. Total, 403,624 02. 

RECAPITULATION.—Grand total in 1877, $668,300; in 1878, $676,907; in 1879, 
670,090; in 1880, $678,869 16. Making in all $2,694,076 16. 


DISBURSEMENTS. 


From November 1, 1875, to October 31, 1876, Foreign Missions, $320,590 395 
Domestic Missions, $322,569 74; incidentals, etc, $56,744 24. Total; 
$699,904 35. 

From November 1, 1876, to October 31, 1877, Foreign Missions, $288,781 27; 
Domestic Missions, $254,927 60; incidentals, etc, $546,346 53. Total; 
$560,055 40. 

From November 1, 1877, to October 31, 1878, Foreign Missions, $268,790 70; 
Domestic Missions, $201,172 36; incidentals, etc., $41,206 84. Total, 
$511,168 90. 

From November I, 1878, to October 31, 1879, Foreign Missions, $305,990 81; 
Domestic Missions, $224,800 63. Incidentals, etc, $41,474 46. Total, 
$57,266 20. Total for quadrennium for Foreign Missions, $1,154,153 15; Do- 
mestic Missions, $1,003,471 33; incidentals, ectc., $185,772 07. Making in all, 
$2,343,396 55. 


52.—sournal, page 583. 
REPORT OF WOMAN’S FOREIGN MISSIONARY SOCIETY. 


To ruE Bisuors AND MEMBERS OF THE GENERAL CONFERENCE. 


Dear Faruers AnD Breruren: The Woman’s Foreign Mis 
sionary Society for the last eleven years has been known to the 
Churches at home and among the missions abroad. It has 
steadily adhered to its first purpose, and permitted no other 
cause, however brilliant in its promise of favor or success, to 
divert its energies or divide its attention. Limited as it has 
been to voluntary service, and restricted in its source of supplies, 
its steadfast adherence to its original aim—the conversion of 
the women of foreign lands—has, doubtless, been a chief element 
in the success it has achieved. 

With the advice and consent of the parent Board it has un- 
dertaken the support and supervision of all work for women 


584 Journal of the General Conference. [1880. 


within the missions of the Methodist Episcopal Church, and on 
each return of our Bishops from their annual visits to distant 
fields, the Society is called to enter new openings that need the 
labors of its missionaries. 

This younger sister of the Church family was called into ex- 
istence by the necessity for entering the doors opening into the 
zenanas of India, and since its inception, in 1869, has built, pur- 
chased, and sustained three orphanages, three hospitals, and ten 
dispensaries, thirteen boarding-schools, and eight homes for mis- 
sionaries. Fifty-two single ladies have gone out as missionaries, 
nearly two hundred native teachers and Bible women have been 
employed in disseminating Christian truth, and numerous day 
and Sunday-schools, superintended by the wives of missionaries, 
have been established and supported in all fields. For the main- 
tenance of these enterprises $590,966 36 have passed through the 
treasury. 

The Society comes before the General Conference for the 
third time to present its quadrennial report. Since May, 1876, 
$278,874 54 have been raised through the efforts of this organ-- 
ization, $31,000 of which have been used in buildings, for con- 
struction, additions, or purchase. Twenty-six single ladies have 
been sent to foreign fields, and it is now supporting the work of 
twenty-four members of the parent Board among heathen women. 
Two thousand two hundred and ninety-one auxiliary Societies, 
comprising sixty thousand two hundred and sixty-nine members, 
attest the vigor with which the interest in foreign missions has 
been extended among the women of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church. The organ of the Society, the Heathen Woman’s Friend, 
has a circulation of fifteen thousand five hundred and fifty-six 
subscribers, and has met all expenses from its own revenues, no 
contribution from the funds of the Society having been applied 
to it in the eleven years of its existence. The first work adopted 
by the Woman’s Foreign Missionary Society was the Girls’ Or- 
phanage, in Bareilly, India, and this institution now gives entire 
support and education to three hundred girls, of whom one hun- 
dred and thirty are under eight years of age. The most impress- 
ive record of the Orphanage is that nearly all the Bible women 
employed in the North India Conference were taught and nur- 
tured here. The hospital in Bareilly was the pioneer of wom- 
an’s medical work in Asia, and is one of the most important 
factors in the elevation of the women in India. Dispensaries in 
the larger towns, normal schools in Lucknow and Cawnpore, two 
houses of refuge, another orphanage in Paori, seven boarding- 
schools, more than one hundred day-schools in the cities and vil- 
lages, and numerous Sunday-schools, are agencies by which more 
than two thousand girls are brought under Christian instruction ; 
besides this work three hundred zenanas are more or less visited, 
reaching at least three thousand women. This large number of 
women under religious influence and teaching cannot fail to make 
a profound impression upon the future of any country. 
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In China the Society employs cleven missionaries. Two are 
declaring the gospel of love through hospital ministrations at 
Foochow, and two others have labored for many years in the 
boarding-school, from which about thirty girls have gone out as 
Christian wives and mothers into Chinese homes. Besides the 
day-schools in the different districts, a training-school for Bible 
women has been recently started to secure the greater efficiency 
of native workers. 

In the city of Peking the hospital built seven years ago by this 
Society is still in operation, and a large boarding-school and two 
day-schools are scattering the light. In this North China mis- 
sion has occurred in the woman’s work one of the most remarka- 
ble openings in the modern history of missions. The Viceroy of 
China, the second person in rank in the Empire, resides at Tien- 
tsin, and ina recent illness of his wife, Lady Li, Miss Dr. Howard, 
the medical missionary at Peking, was sent for. She remained 
five weeks in the palace in attendance upon Lady Li and the . 
wives of other government officials, and has now taken charge of 
the women’s department of the hospital, built by the viceroy 
originally as a temple in memory of his predecessor, but now 
turned over by him to Dr. Mackenzie to be used for the above 
purpose. There is great need for reinforcements in the woman’s 
work in North China. 

Kiukiang, in Central China, has, under the auspices of the 
Woman’s Foreign Work, one of the most successful schools in 
the Empire. Fifty girls are under instruction, and a lady physi- 
cian has charge of a dispensary. 

In the city of Mexico the Orphanage has fifty children under 
training, whose improvement in morals, manners, and intellect 
evinces the faithful care bestowed upon them. In Pachuca more 
than seventy girls are gathered in a school built by this associa- 
tion, and Bible women in Guanjuato, Puebla, Aurecca, Mecca, as 
well as in Mexico City and Pachuca, are carrying the Scriptures 
from house to house. For five years two missionaries have la- 
bored in a large and influential school in Rosario, South America, 
and a Christian Spanish woman has been employed for two years 
as teacher in Montevideo. 

In Japan three stations are occupied by the agents of this Society, 
(Tokio, Hakodati, and Nagasaki.) In Yokohama, since the death of 
the missionary the school has been under the supervision of a mem- 
ber of the parent Board. In Nagasaki the ladies have been estab- 
lished so recently that they are chiefly engrossed in the study of 
the language, though a few pupils are receiving instruction. In 
both Hakodati and Tokio fires have devastated the cities, and 
greatly retarded the progress of the schools. A new addition to 
our beautiful school-house in Tokio had been used less than a 
year when in a few moments the whole was laid in ashes, school 
property, furniture, personal effects, every thing destroyed; but 
with a cheerful courage rarely surpassed, the ladies found another 
house, in the Japanese quarter of the city, where they gathered 
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the children, and are maintaining the school until the completion 
of another building upon the former site. : 

In Africa the woman’s work of the Methodist Episcopal Church 
was for several years confined to a girls’ school in Bassa, but in 
the last fourteen months two lady missionaries have sailed for 
Liberia, and a native school is in operation among the Kroos in 
one of the suburbs of Monrovia. ; ‘ 

In Bulgaria and Italy from eight to ten native Bible women 
are supported, who go from house to house reading the Script- 
ures, holding religious services, and gathering children into 
Sunday-schools. ; ; 

The efficiency of the Woman’s Foreign Missionary Society is 
due largely to the care taken in the selection of candidates, for 
although not resulting with equal satisfaction in all cases, yet 
nearly all of the women sent out by this Society have been of 
exceptional ability, and the Methodist Episcopal Church has 
taken the highest rank in woman’s work in the East. 

In thorough harmony, and under the supervision of the parent 
Board, finding its supplies in the corners and by the hedgerows 
in the home-fields, it has shown itself capable of adjustment to 
all the exigencies of mission work in foreign lands; while the 
success that has attended its efforts in aiding and enlarging work 
already established, as well as the efficiency which has character- 
ized operations peculiarly its own, attests the wisdom of the sys- 
tem given it by its originators. 

Not only in heathen lands has the influence of the Woman’s 
Foreign Missionary Society borne fruit, but the Church in 
America is richer to-day in broad, intelligent women, capable 
and ready to carry forward the various benevolences which, in 
increasing numbers, are every year committed to their charge. 
There has been developed an administrative ability, an acquaint- 
ance and sympathy with the requirements of the kingdom of 
Christ, an understanding and grasp of all moral and religious 
interests of great importance to the Church. The summons to 
this work came to those who recognized that it meant for them a 
wide departure from established customs; but the lessons of sac- 
rifice and obedience learned in its duties have brought into active 
service some, of whom, perhaps, Jesus will not be ashamed to 
say, “ Behold my mother and my brethren! For whosoever shall 
do the will of God, the same is my brother, and my sister, and 
my mother.” Respectfully submitted, 

8. A. ALpERMaN, Secretary of New England Branch. 
6 ‘6 


H. B. Sxipmorg, : New York ‘ 
8. L. Kren, iS Philadelphia ¢ 
J. F. Wiiuine, “ North-western. be 
Lucy E. Pruscorr,  “ Western & 
EK. T. Cowen, “és Cincinnati & 
IsabeL Harr, ¢ Baltimore ad 


Harrier M. Warren, Chairman of Gen. Exec. Com, 
Annie R. Gracey, Secretary K « nN 
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CHURCH EXTENSION. 


53.—sournal, page 93. 
REPORT OF THE GENERAL COMMITTEE. 


Dear Faruers anp Breraren: The General Committee of 
Church Extension respectfully submit the following report: 

Our regular annual meetings have been held in the city of 
Philadelphia, in the month of November of each year, during the 
last quadrennium, and careful attention has been given to the 
duties devolved upon us by the Discipline. 

It appears obvious from the manner in which the Committee is: 
constituted, and from paragraphs 294 and 295 of the Discipline, 
defining its duties, that the object to be secured through its of- 
fices is a degree of equity in the distribution of the burdens and 
benefits of this work, such concentration upon any given field as 
may be deemed wise and necessary, and additional certainty that. 
the great object proposed through the agency of Church Exten- 
sion shall be accomplished... 

The Committee has no responsibility for appropriations to par- 
ticular Churches, this work being devolved by the law of the Church 
upon the Conference and parent Boards of Church Extension, 
the General Committee defining only the limitations as to the 
territory to be occupied, the cost of the churches, and other gen- 
eral conditions under which such appropriations may be made. 

The aggregate amount which we have asked the Conferences - 
to secure by collections in the Churches and place at the disposal 
of the Board for its general purposes, has, during the last four 
years, varied from $137,000 to $140,500 per annum. We have 
been fully aware that this amount falls far below the real wants 
of the Church, but we have learned by experience that we dare 
not venture to ask the full amount which the wants of the work 
require. We have distributed these amounts for collection from 
year to year among the Conferences severally according to our 
best judgment of their circumstances and ability. The reports 
published each year in the Annual will show the definite amounts 
asked of each Conference, and the amounts received by the Board 
from each, in response to this call. So far as we are informed no 
Conference has complained that the amount asked is too large, 
and yet few have responded in full; and it will be seen from the 
published reports that less than half of the aggregate amount 
asked each year has been received by the Board. We cannot 
doubt that this failure has been owing chiefly to the want of at- 
tention to the details of this work on the part of a large majority 
of the pastors, and a general neglect of the provisions of para- 
graph 301 of the Discipline. From the report of the Board of 
Church Extension for the year 1879 it will be seen that of the 
9,635 pastoral charges in the whole Church, 2,643 report no col- 
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lections, and 5,667 report less than $10; the remainder—only 
1,325—report collections of $10, or over. We have no means of 
knowing the relations that these collections sustain to the amount 
asked of each pastoral charge, and this fact, in our judgment, 
suggests the radical defect in our system. This work of Church 
Extension, as well as all other financial work in which the Church 
is engaged, should be regarded as in the nature of a business en- 
terprise, in which the whole Church is united, and it should be 
conducted on business principles in every particular. The duties 
devolved upon us contemplate this. We are required to ask of 
each Conference a definite sum, and the Conference is required 
to return a definite answer, which is registered in the statistics 
from year to year. It is contemplated that in the same manner, 
in pursuance of provisions of the Discipline, a definite sum shall 
be asked of each pastoral charge, and that a definite answer shall 
be returned from each; the amount so asked being intended to 
fix the minimum of the amount to be secured in each case. The 
pastor of each Church, as the copartner of every other pastor, stands 
before his people as the representative of all, to lead his people 
forward in their part of the work which all are called upon to do;. 
and if each could be induced to recognize his responsibility for 
the business work of the Church, and report to the Church in 
every case the amount asked and the amount received, bringing 
the two sides of the account together, this work would go for- 
ward without embarrassment, and with increasing success. True, 
the Discipline requires that “at each Conference the pastor shall 
report the amount asked and the amount received for Church 
Extension;” but the time and manner of making the report are 
not defined, and so the two sides of the account are not brought 
together, and the proper personal responsibility is not realized. 
The General Committee and the Board have repeatedly called 
- attention to this point of failure, but no adequate remedy has yet 
been provided. ‘This part of the financial work of the Church 
should receive the earnest attention of the General Conference, 
and if some method can be devised by which each pastor shall be 
led to recognize his personal responsibility for his part of the 
financial service in which all are united, and to cheerfully bear 
the request of the Church to his people, and earnestly endeavor 
to secure their co-operation to the extent required, and at the 
close of the year place their answers before the Church, side by 
side with the request made, a degree of efficiency and regularity 
will be secured which will be of incalculable value to all our 
financial work. In every well-regulated business the two sides 
of every ledger account are brought before the eye at the same 
time. Can it not be done in all the financial work of the 
Church ? 

In determining the amount that may be disbursed within the 
Conferences severally, we have been constrained to recognize the 
fact that, in the older Conferences, cases are constantly arising 
requiring the aid of the general Church: new points in destitute 
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neighborhoods are being occupied; unexpected calamities by fire 
or storm fall upon weak Churches; and not a year passes that 
some case of real necessity and merit does not arise within al- 
most every Conference, demanding relief. To meet such the 
appropriation of comparatively small sums has been authorized 
from year to year. 

But the principal work of the Board of Church Extension lies 
in the newer Conferences, remote from the centers of wealth; 
and the chief value of this arm of the service lies in its adapta- 
tion to secure funds chiefly from the stronger parts of the Church, 
and convey them economically, and apply them wisely, to the 
weaker portions of our vast territory. The rapid increase of 
immigration along the whole line of the frontier has given added 
interest and importance to the great West. We have found it 
difficult to recommend that degree of concentration on particular 
fields where our work chiefly lies which a wise aggressive policy 
requires, without apparent disregard of equity in distributing the 
benefits of this work. We are persuaded that a greater degree 
of concentration on the mission territory of the Church ought to 
be secured. We have accordingly given our cordial approval to 
the proposition brought before the Church by the Assistant Cor- 
responding Secretary, to secure $100,000 in addition to the amount 
regularly asked by the General Committee, for the building of 
four hundred new churches on the frontier. 

In the interest of the work of Church Extension, properly so 
called, we have from year to year directed “that no application 
for aid from any Church costing over $10,000 shall be enter- 
tained for a donation, unless such Church shall have consulted 
the Board of Church Extension before commencing to build; and 
that no Church costing over $20,000 shall in any case receive aid, 
either by donation or loan from the funds of the Board; and that, 
except in the most extraordinary cases, no demand should be 
made upon the Board for aid in the older communities, nor for 
the payment of Church debts, unless to avoid imminent and oth- 
erwise inevitable disaster in the loss of Church property.” The 
Board has observed these instructions with fidelity, but we have 
been pressed from year to year to make certain exceptions to 
these rules, aud have felt ourselves constrained in a few in- 
stances to: do so. It is to be regretted that any church costing 
over $10,000 should look to the Board of Church Extension for 
relief, and we trust that as the financial condition of the country 
shall improve no such necessity will exist. 

It will be seen from the report of the Board that during the 
latter part of the last quadrennium the Board has erected a new 
building to provide the needed accommodations for its work. 
At our meeting in November last, through a subcommittee, we 
carefully examined this whole subject, and found that the busi- 
ness of the Board had required better accommodations than had 
previously been afforded, and we are satistied that they wisely 
determined to purchase the property and erect the new building. 
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The cost of the lot was reasonable, and the building sufficiently 
large and convenient without the least extravagance. The fire- 
proof accommodations are especially fine, and of great value to 
the institution. The entire cost of the property, including taxes, 
interest on mortgage, and other expenses during the period when 
the building was being erected, was less than $32,000. It is ex- 
pected that, with slight increase in the rents received for such 
parts of the building as the Board does not occupy for its own 
purposes, a sinking fund will be established that will gradually 
extinguish the debt upon the property, leaving the rooms occu- 
pied by the Board, and the superior fire-proof accommodations, 
free of expense. We cordially approve the action of the Board 
in the procurement and fitting up of their new building. In the 
plan adopted not one dollar of the funds contributed by the peo- 
ple for Church Extension has been expended on this property. 

In conclusion, we bear cheerful testimony to the fidelity, care- 
fulness and impartiality with which the Board of Church Exten- 
sion has performed all the duties devolved upon it. 

By order of the General Committee, 
M. Srmpson, 
H. W. Warren, + Subcommittee. 
A. J. Kynert, 
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REPORT OF BOARD OF CHURCH EXTENSION. 


To THE GENERAL CoNFERENCE OF THE Meruopisr Episcopan 
CuurcH CONVENED IN CINCINNATI, Onto, May 1, 1880. 


Dear Faruers AND BRETHREN: In accordance with the require- 
ments of the Discipline, paragraph 287, we respectfully submit 
to you an abstract of our proceedings, and of the state of our 
funds for the four years ending January 1, 1880. 


GENERAL REVIEW. 


It is now sixteen years since the organization of our Church 
extension work was directed by the General Conference, convened 
in Philadelphia, in May, 1864. Something over one year was 
occupied in effecting the organization then directed, and in secur- 
ing an act of incorporation from the Legislature of Pennsylvania, 
so that something less than fifteen years have been occupied 
with this branch of our Church work. The disappointment and 
difficulty resulting from the failure of the Church to meet the 
over-sanguine expectations that were at first indulged are fresh 
in the memory of the Church. The remainder of that quadren- 
nium was one of disappointed expectations and of serious ques- 
tionings as to the feasibility of organized Church extension; but 
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the experiment was so far justified before the quadrennium 
closed as to induce the General Conference of 1868, with some 
revision of the plans at first adopted, to continue the work. The 
experience of the succeeding four years inspired fresh courage, 
and led to the important changes made by the General Confer- 
ence of 1872, when, simultaneously with the introduction of 
laymen into the General Conference, the election of the Board of 
Management was transferred from the annual meeting to the Gen- 
eral Conference. From this period our Church extension work has 
assumed a stability among our benevolent agencies which puts it 
beyond all question as a permanent institution in the Church. 

The past eight years have been marked by the severest and most 
prolonged financial stringency known in the history of our coun- 
try; the crisis having been reached and passed within the last 
quadrennium. Notwithstanding this, there has clearly been a reg- 
ular and healthy growth of our work, with only such depressions 
as the financial condition of our country has rendered inevitable. 
This will be seen by reviewing the average receipts of our treas- 
ury during the four quadrenniums through which we have passed. 

Counting out the first year, which was used in preparation, 
the average reGeipts per annum, on general account, for the 
remaining three years of that quadrennium, were $30,864 25, 
For the succeeding four years the average receipts, on general 
account, were $67,838 08 per annum, and for the third quadren- 
nium the average receipts, on same account, were $86,399 06 per 
annum. For the quadrennium ending January 1, 1880, under 
the increased financial depression, the receipts on general account 
declined to an average of $80,013 83. 

Our receipts on the loan fund have run in nearly the same 
‘way. ‘he plan for the loan fund having been adopted in 1867, 
and the first receipts being in 1868, it does not enter into the 
first quadrennium of our history. The average receipts, per 
annum, on the loan fund, for the second quadrennium, were 
$28,308 06, and for the third $34,299 96, while during the last, 
the net receipts on the loan fund declined to an average of 
$19,872 16 per annum. 

The loans returned show a steady increase. During the second 
quadrennium they were of course very small, amounting on the 
average to $3,072 44 per annum, more than half of the whole 
being in the last of the four years of that period. The average 
of loans returned during the third quadrennium were $11,453 14 
per annum, and for the quadrennium ending January 1, 1880, they 

ere $22,818 18 per annum. 
ee our re is having a healthy growth in the Church is 
evidenced in the fact that the receipts for 1879, over and above 


those of the preceding year, were: 
$17,028 02 


On general account, collections, CtC.......... + seeee cerns 
On loan fund, net receiptS.. 1... cece eee ee cee eee eee 17,601 00 
On loan fund, loans returned....... eee ee 6,545 80 

Giving a total increase in the receipts of 1879 over those 


SEG ISIO etc cine teeta train da es sicles $41,174 82 
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We have every reason to hope that if measures are taken to 
press this cause wisely and earnestly upon the attention of our 
people, we shall have a continued increase in the future, as the 
financial conditions of the country shall improve. 

The following tabulated statement will show the receipts and 
disbursements annually, with the summaries given by quadren- 
niums, for the whole period, extending from the first organiz- 
ation of our work to January 1, 1880: 


SummMARY oF Recrrrts AND DisBURSEMENTS FROM ORGANIZA- 
TION TO JANUARY 1, 1880: 


I. RECEIPTS. 


1. ON GENERAL ACCOUNT. 


P J F 
Year, Conferences, gant : Bequests, Advertising. SACRED hic Interest. Total, 
pecial. 
1866.... $57.473 58 $2,803 59 ...... LC OTC a ROO. I LT $243 09 $60.520 26 
1867.... 27,961 42 CSW GY MP acho, Saee Sacece coke oneoe Mon I cb dete 82,072 49 
Totals.. §5,435 00 GIS G6) Vissisiienmieis bm minaisy Malema opeis 243 09 92,592 75 
1868.... 50.216 67 SABO CO Cea crete We oe state oseleeere Wetey uniclercretstin cle 890 84 54,067 11 
1869.... 62.092 63 1,968 00 $1,444 75 BAZ500 oe cise sie st ~ 572 15 66,492 53 
1870.... 68,768 O1 810 80 2.565 00 SOU ZO mee eers ainers 1,757 14 69.262 20 
LSTA LTH 4,559 29 1,119 37 SOZKO0 Geert 3,724 23 81,530 49 
Totals... 257,852 91 10,787 69 5,129 12 TSS he Zou ee smicts 6,444 36 271,852 33 
66,554 89 1,941 81 100 00 AON OO T tasretters) sae 6,098 85 75.095 55 
82,112 21 B.O2k QU antec ee 830) OO rtge ce ee 5,883 27 91,799 68 
79,>04 57 4.577 29 2.924 83 40500 pc acbee ce 8,611 48 96,523 1T 
68,252 98 6,647 27 412 66 290 00 7,374 94 82,377 S5 
Totals.. 296,724 65 16,090 57 8,487 49 1,425 00 -...... 2. 27,918 54 845,596 35 
1876.... 56,851 59 12,765 40 814 00 520 00 $117 50 T1T6 69 » 78,245 18 
1877.... 54,505 75 6,257 44 12,300 00 125 00 180) 12 9,814 11 $3,182 42 
1878.... 52.688 94 7.B0T 06 10 47 100 00 235 00 9,807 88 70,799 385 
1879.... 66,692 72 9,029 05 1.457 11 872 50 468 00 9.807 99 87,827 87 


Totals.. 230,689 00 38,358 95 15,281 5S 1,117 50 7 1.000 62 86.606 67 820,054 32 


Totals.. $560,701 56 $69,151 ST $283,548 19 $8,650 75 $1,000 62 $71,212 66 $1,020,505 65 


2. ON Loan Funp Acvowunt. 


Year. Cash. Property. Annuity, Bequests. Net Total. Loans Returned. 
1868.... PUCZD OOM 4 cc's. sinehe StL Lmadars ays eign ae Bocey oon. $1,825.00... occ se eet 
1869.... ROSOZ OO. ss. ten: Ske Cy ea Mme em Ey Ooh aeeereae 10.222 00 #400 00 
ASTO nn. TRIAS QoS iN deearets $14,475 00 — oc 33,671 24 4.838 00 
Siliaeae TERE OLE So adoos Wau 45.310 00 Sees So 68,014 00 7051 75 
Totals.. OFA TLE Ry wloa cis 62785100)  Beeatesees 113,232 24 12,289 75 
LOT2) ss 9.475 50 $20,000 00 6,900 00 $30 00 86,405 50 6,813 05 
LOIS: ae O TBO SOMF Mai terse eh tere 22.943 50 5,250 00 36.824 00 7.417 10 
1874.... 8.254 85 SHO sae .F GLEE Oe | octet tae 14476 35 16.478 70 
18%5.... 8,244 00 24.000 00 17,750 00 APE ies noe 49.994 00 15,103 73 
Totals... 84,104 85 44,000 00 52,815 00 5,280 00 ° 137,199 85 45,812 58 
ASTO.. 9.640000 eM aso tery 4.000 00 1,188 04 14,778 04 15.961 71 
DSU rsvere 5,220 00 20.100 00 20 00 25,340 00 26.730 00 
1878)... 2,781 10 atess (efit esis 9,700 00 3880 00 12,861 10 21,157 61 
STO aie 5,374 00 21,125 50 Se iCeO 26,509 50 27,703 41 
Totals.. PS OUD LO Pt rte rcktela. thre 54,935 50 1,538 04 79.488 64 “91,552 73 


Totals.. $107,567 19 $44,000 00 $171,585 50 $6,818 04 $329,920 () $149, 655-06 


se 
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ToraL RECEIPTS. 


On: General AceOumi 05.0035 53s os he o pao ma shes SLU 2ROOD OF 
On Loan Fund Account eesnietece SopddGosooesSdncoun — aZSLeRO Is! 


NetEPECe Dimas «estos ees Pe seiecim aap oOoOloEsS 


If we add to net receipts on General Account..... 1,029,595 65 

Amounts borrowed from bank...... Gnwlapa Ge eGcewat 50,000 00 

And amounts borrowed on bonds........ e suglersapese 48,950 00 
We shall have the whole amount in General Account......... . . «81,128,545 65 
And add to net receipts on Loan Fund Account.... 329,920 73 
WSO AMS PO CUTNEM. as arene ease ieee eloss ieveysrea Tlie veel 49,6551.00 


We have the whole amount on Loan Fund Account............ - 419,575 19 


Showing the total in use to have been........... Sisiel « siasl oie is: 412,eqyl OO Splice eae 


Il. DISBURSEMENTS. 
1. GENERAL ACCOUNT. 
From Organization to January 1, 1872. 


Donations to Churchesis .is0< ees seweascle vee $293,444 8ST 
ATI AODUS DAI asta veselaie kere sierclswaeaet ole arr ctneie sforesais 50,000 00 


EDITS COMMIS OGG sage aia 61 5.0t oss fire ges «8s: Sher aie arseus Roce 3.917 22 
Bonds redeemed............ reveeats Saree Ses 3.314 55 
Tnterest'and annuities: ...5...82. 066 Bi aecd erans stevens 4,803 32 
Office expenses..... Sorhao “prin Dae. SHOoACeS 10,135 37 
Salaries and traveling expenses....,....... erstaletcrs 38,352 O1 
Publishing and Posting Annuals.............. 506 4,510 85 
General Committee and Anniversary expenses .... 2,557 60 


— $411,095 79 


Donati Interest  Officersand Salariesand Print’gand Gen. Com. & ;, 
Year, sited Bonds ie ceo Incidental Travel ing Panne Macis ee Top raph 

Churches, Sere: Annuities, | Expenses. Expenses. Annual. Expenses, one 
1872 .. $52,062 99 $2,200 00 $6,594 05 $1,979 43 $9,971 18 $1,380 40 $657 8 we ‘ 
1873.... 62,937 90 6,000 C0 9,661 85 2,708 31 9,952 49 1,442 24 TOR 28) 5 sca ameter 
1874.... 66,69 39 12,228 45 7,897 51 = 3,403 37 10,001 97 1,028 50 tN AY ie goon ae 
1875.... 54,720 0: 8,457 00 9,356 12 —- 2,189 3 10,479 70 1,324 73 TS 100 rciactvise ere 
Totals. $236,270 36 $28,885 45 $33,509 53 $10,225 52 «= $40,405 29 $5,175 92 $2,893 BD ws 
1876.... 57,683 59 1,150 00 9,477 85 2,245 10 9,194 08 1,900 10 404 94 $527 10 
1877.... 53,101 15 6,000 00 10,295 44 2,474 54 9,682 90 1,561 2L 519 52 40 85 
TS7Se 22 52,183.05 oo oa ie 12,261 15 =—:1,704 79 9,353 29 1,535 06 401 54 180 42 
BT Onesie: Objo05, OF. ¢.  site.n! ain 11,183 40 2,397 34 9,548 04 1,207 10 419 12 263 41 
Totals $229,325 63 $7,150 00 $43,217 84 $8,821 77 $37,778 31 $6,203 47 = 1,745 12 = $1,011 78 
Disbursements from organization to January 1, 1872...... ose e ale) apa lal, OOS Nee 
Disbursements from January 1, 1872, to January 1, 1876....... . 857,465 42 


Disbursements from January 1, 1876, to January 1, 1880........ 335,123 92 


Total Disbursements on General Account.............-++--$1,103,685 13 


2. On Loan Funp Account. 
From Organization to January 1, 1872. 


Moans to: Chyrehess. 2... a. .+ == - ems si eee leo, 997) 00 
Property a8 reCeived......2..escserecsvecesssers 12,550 00 
$158,547 00 
38 
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Year. Loan to Churches, Property received. 
USI eeteraneve tava voiattin sfeteve’ exsliote'e $30,885 00 .....e06.--- $20,000 00 
THR: ae coaacnoe Mo crOn OTe BEC OW 5 aleade sions 7,000 00 
ESI Arete etatiat sis) es! euater ais: scegine tors Da OAH eR omichogoncet SodcKr AG 
US Owayenetaahe wicle wvetaishers! o/ei ake DH A00 0 OO wt tenetetolerstnete rs 34,000 00 
LUO URI IGAn Pome oes cme $124,700 90 $61,000 00 
SVs Giicrettearsi ee alatersierasors ieleere OEBAD ON Vosouocnetoso Sona bot. 
USI eiretele che fotereretanacetotenetats So 4.9000 Mereeraremysicnsiene eke 10,500 00 
IRSASy Wnicia paar Com Oru edios SE TAD SOOM ce evsue sketersioserere 872 33 
TI aes cee yrenoly Grom city EGO WLM OO) galatincar nea 6,200 00 
WotalsPaermterene sere $110,690 00 $17,572 33 
Total Disbursements on General Account .........seeeseeeceeee $1,103,685 13 
Total Loans to Churches..... Nosese cher se iTansiepeveta sticceraecrasrelate ctererenele 381,387 90 
Property received (less $7,168 38 amount sold)..........---+4.- 83,935 95 
Balance January 1, 1880..... Ps Verte(eist ate fersieis iakeretote eee trerene sterspaietet® 39,112 46 


$1,608,121 44 


Recrieprs AND DisBURSEMENTS BY CONFERENCES. 


The following statement shows the receipts, donations, loans, 
and number of Churches aided within the Conferences severally, 
as accurately as possible. In a few instances we estimated the 
number of Churches aided prior to 1868, as under the system then 
prevailing it was found impossible to get accurate reports from 
the Conference Boards, through which disbursements were then 
made. By changes in Conference boundaries and the organiza- 
tion of new Conferences, covering in part territory previously 
occupied by old Conferences, strict accuracy as to every Confer- 
ence has been rendered impossible. The aggregates, however, 
are correct; the uncertainty being only as to the receipts, dis- 
bursements, and Churches aided, within the territory of a few of 
the Conferences as now organized. 


SumMARY or Recrrprs anp DisBuRSEMENTS BY CONFERENCES, 
FROM THE ORGANIZATION TO JANUARY 1, 1880. 


No. Ch’s 

Conferences. Receipts. Donations. Loans, Aided. 
BALADA THOS copter yaca larger: cececee ee $103 22 $7,493 35 $2,500 00 Al 
PATICAM SHG Mirpur ses cist eth lathes 155 10 2,606 00 7,620 00 20 
PANS UID meets eats Meyoreieeroneie 70 80 4,350 00 6,400 00 7 
Baltimore eens. cee ose. 27,860 86 15,750 22 3,450 00 69 
Oalilormitans cos seek keene eke 4,550 60 1,867 60 6,250 00 10 
Central eMlabamannncn ee eric eels 25 35 2,075 00 500 00 10 
Central German............ --. 52,602 51 52,509 51 1,000 00 61 
Gonitinnl Milnor. stettokerrane Ui TONSS 7,900 00 2,750 00 30 
Central Newa Wonkeesiam toners 17,749 98 800 00 8,900 00 6 
Contrali@hiompnnins cote wees 9577 67 2,229 37 2,650 00 14 
Central Pennsylvania.......... 22,364 17 5,474 00 3,725 00 + 25 
Central Tennessee............. 99 90 775 00 Sickest aye 9 
Chicago Germamicmrnitier ccc 30,643 19 32,343 29 Shetty 67 
Cincinnati. eens esis hecio 20,300 56 1,100 00 600 00 4 
Roloradousearccretr ea ee 3,575 35 11,520 00 ~—-20, 250 00 34 
ColumbiaeRivense eee eees 1,177 65 6,150 00 4,650 00 18 


Delaware jwise ner nee 1,382 91 3,328 52 3,480 00 41 
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Conferences, Receipts, Donations. Loans 
Des Moines....... wicreievausereiete e $8,901 85 $8,820 23 $4,300 00 
Moyo ds aes wnes 10/708 64 3,990 00 4,600 00 
Hast Germanys asverercccieee cen wets 6,230 27 6,720 27 porch 
Masi MAING ech cc ce cs batts 2,490 20 1402020) ee ec reetcne 
MASUOMO Moe wees Meee ee te 3,370 82 250 00 300 00 
ie NAR a o. 11295 90 1,700 58 1,900 00 
Wloridatertonace cca cm aes svolavers 106 81 5,527 00 5,370 00 
GeneseOcictens a ciomsis ae Bchctds 15,347 40 3,439 59 1,000 00 
EES SB en ry eae a eae 513 50 ~—«:10,895 00 7,960 00 
HELOLStOR enact noe scree ome elas 940 61 12,300 48 10,450 00 
MUTA OIS) Mev aseraler ss oeeclsip e orueeer« 13,805 06 ato" Fe eon : 
MMOQIAM ANA heehee cole kee ote 5,857 79 PICOOMOO rs ca sso Pe 
HOW ACR act icree vais election 5,032 16 731 61 1,300 00 
Berens ee, eo Rk 4,813 56 14,163 84 10,150 00 
UCSD AGS ae Re a a 6,025 97 39,095 27 7,000 00 
MOAT FONG sz cela sie.ste ovate as : 608 41 7,475 00 4,740 00 
Joni En! ROO aes mAs Bale iG 13 15 DOOFO0 Si Myesresicet: 
MAOWMISIAMA Rts cveceslc suc cyaverers ois teres 2,080 59 16,833 00 13,850 00 
PNEAING Mer avats oh clcroisnicie Celene 4,048 18 TSOOROOn BUA 
Michioanr eater umes hE: 8,394 32 4,195 00 4,562 00 
Minucsotasn Uj crx ook ie ske oo le 9,219 52 14,848 42 8,950 00 
IMASSISSUDcaiecanta lee eicickests auePs. « 1,583 68 8,724 75 4,800 00 
IMGSSORIT neste (ac Steha/e)<' eve\e Size s4eec6 12,324 14 27,821 90 23,650 00 
MEO TURVIEL: Aeeend oa BUS COOUCOAMOD 244 00 2.350 00 5,550 00 
Nopraskeaiet st. vas. sets 2,625 55 14,875 00 12,175 00 
INOvadas nis sicecs cee sheiaaer-)= rete C 841 57 5,069 65 17,810 00 
ING WALK wcrets Reeve syek'sie paris’ Sie 20,085 51 5,044 15 500 00 
SNew poland. cc caus 5 sctieeists 14,416 57 8,937 00 1,000 00 
iNew Elampshires:.<).jes. + «1 ss" 4,457 O1 4,875 00 3,000 00 
ENG WEISEVinstes, Nete cele cis c’sciste 22,008 09 3,600 00 1,250 00 
ING WPL Mra bic eereteieta ew ctevele ate 44,048 60 5,762 45 500 00 
New Monk Masts, syer bch sic oi svetects 26,962 29 2,466 99 500 00 
NontheCarolimarn a...) fe «-foleree 410 07 9,305 00 2,650 00 
North Indiana........... Asta 5,790 58 200 00 1,250 00 
Northern New York.......... 11,506 63 2,125 23 800 00 
INorthyOniopge ects slacken oct re oe 12,132 90 1,475 00 2,800 00 
North-west German......... so 86;472 39 SOAS feats 
North-west Indiana........... 6,140 29 684 17 1,300 00 
North-west Ilowa........... ae 1,181 23 6,550 00 8,400 00 
North-west Swedish........... 593 58 1,850 00 500 00 
Ohione sc COE Ay OE TIOT, 17,833 41 1,350 00 1,400 00 
Ore Oe wasn nae ‘ealedliy 2,676 35 4300 00 920 00 
hiladelphiatecitas scsi ceeiciee « 90,484 90 24,315 00 5,350 00 
PAELS OM Wars ere ratelot tats erotareiatelens« 22,258 38 2,051 50 1,800 00 
PFO VAASTICS sient se Sie n oe« 16,443.19). -36,990..80/5 575 Oe 
ROCK vielen eyelctehesle lassie sus joie. oie 31,609 44 12,767 48 750 00 
Sein MICw sAgh keto ongsoconr 1,650 36 9,690 66 5,950 00: 
Saint Louis German........... 15,366 00 LEGS 2 CORT ein ost on 
ROA VLU ADC eb aya ee eulole lol's) ae e-<cale vet ne 730 44 14,935 43 8,110 00 
Southern California,........... 78 00 850 00 1,000 00 
Southy Canali areerceusies\ejetaereiel« 1,022 62 13,595 00 7,725 00 
Southern Central (New Conf.)..  .....-. ERIC AMG erent bs 3 
Southern Germam............. 315 25 4,250 00 4,100 00 
Soutien WTMOS cy sors) aie/efereieiess > 6,745 70 1,877 00 600 00 
South-east Indiana........... 5 8,343 55 1,242 50 1,250 00 
Southy Kamas teusrejsts\c1s nissoters) sue 1,678 98 5,975 00 12,450 00 
oupesBeO ne Auten « 1,105 65 29,106 75 17,055 90 
SPO KAS irate telcos sr ovedepesie a) cienaievelss skola! = 693i iui 14,737 35 1,900 00 
GURGh/elancon ond eee ate GUO do 27,840 47 6,330 00 1,250 00 
Upper lowa.................- 12,388 98 7,842 40 15,101 00 
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‘ Conferences. Receipts, Donations. Loans, =a ex. 
Mah A. ade ou eee ees $204 00 $38,739 76 $9,500 00 8 
MSN OM eens sis, deers row seer eedeke 3,601 93 900 00 Sra Oe 4 
AT OUI c.ereucyein ole cates eveeene clers 944 88 17,479 00 12,160 00 43 
Washington......-.c5-se8-5- Hll4. 73 7,734 00 6,884 00 93 
Western German............. 5,122 70 5,252 85 1,000 00 12 
Wrest PORago..6c1... 0s Sas siate ole 410 20 6,775 00 3,300 00 38 
West Virginia..............65 3,410 21 10,512 80 950 00 85 
Wrest Wisconsin... ....(¢.Bse os » 5,105 19 6,020 31 4,940 00 50 
Wilmington,........0es0cs00. 9,902 16 4,175 00 300 00 17 
ISCONSIUA (5:2 je Rides a0, 9) sre ial 8,532 15 3,016 34 400 00 24 
DWV OMMING Faveie,csers 2 2 otears ere aisles « 9,005 46 525 00 5,000 00 EY 
MISSIONS Se ose cele eevee errs 102 25 13,647 00 600 00 1% 


$860,701 56 $759,140 86 $381,387 90 2,683 


Amounts AskepD AND RECEIVED oF THE CONFERENCES SEY- 
ERALLY. 


We join with the General Committee in asking the earnest at- 
tention of the General Conference to the practical operation of 
the system of collections for Church Extension in the several 
Conferences. From year to year the General Committee has 
asked each Conference for a definite sum, and immediately after 
the adjonrnment of the committee each year we notified the sey- 
eral Conference boards, and the Presiding Elders in each Con- 
ference, of the amount asked of each, and reminded them of the 
provisions of Discipline for the distribution of such amounts 
among the districts and pastoral charges severally, for collection. 
We have, from year to year, published the results, placing the 
amounts received, in response to the call, side by side with the 
amounts asked, and have connected with this Report a statement 
of the total number of pastoral charges, the number taking col- 
lections of ten dollars and over, the number of collections under 
ten dollars, and the number of charges reporting no collection. 
That you may see how the work runs, we lay before you our 
report of 


Tur Amounts ASKED AND RECEIVED FOR THE YEAR 1879. 


Conference. ia aoe Ae aie ye Aare cee peer 
PAT ADAMIA sels wipe 6 © ste 25 ee 6 19 $100 $11 77 
AIC ATSAS).epspeiere «6 «06 32 1 1 30 75 10 10 
WANTS TI pane isis ees. sks 20 2 5 13 100 43 30 
BAN GIMOLE se veto sive etre 133 45 61 27 3,600 1,103 93 
@aliforniay sok ee. oe 123 1 36 80 1,000 163 60 
Central Alabama.... 47 Ee 14 33 100 14 80 
Central German ..... 85 74 3 8 4,000 5,525 57 
Central Ilinois...... 169 39 113 17 3,000 1,180 90 
Central New York... 141 29 94 18 3,000 1,210 74 
Central Ohio........ 124 14 69 41 2,000 442 13 
Central Pennsylvania. 171 4T 97 2 3,000 IGS Riu Ae) 
Central Tennessee... 48 1 33 14 100 99° 90 
Ohicago German..... 54 44 ee 10 2,000 5,474 43 
Oincinnatl ....2..... 138 34 65 39 4,000 1,246 28 
Ooloradowgecs vases 42 9 23 10 400 309 25 


Oolumbia River...... 22 8 11 3 400 393 15 
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Rectan A Pel ere cos ine ane 
Delaware...... ear 56 53 3 $150 
Woes Moines. &. to. as 143 14 100 29 1,500 
BV OUROT Ie teelcte vee aens 208 15 104 89 2,000 
Hast German..:..... 39 18 18 3 1,000 
Post Maine... 2... 3. 99 65 34 500 
Rast Ohio. sac dae oe 183 31 133 19 4,000 
iD eleeene acer steraiel eters 156 ll 125 20 3,000 
LO aA ane eeen ee 40 18 22 100 
Genesee........ ever 266 44 LT4 48 4,000 
reORgia Ws alc seein eis 31 ab 19 11 200 
IONSEO Mis tet sions cane <2 86 1 56 29 500 
MMTIOIS ereisiezeree a cele. ais 211 22 127 62 3,000 
Paha evee eucteyets se ess 115 2 61 52 2,000 
TOW IO oee cc alas 109 13 71 25 2,000 
ACAMSAS ec; is-Aecels ss 119 5 14 40 700 
AROMEN CIV. suse ore o eich 91 7 37 4T 1,000 
Mexinctone 2... 6. 17 45 32 200 
Little, Rock. ...)....... 29 6 23 75 
POWSIAMA acces ces 70 39 31 500 
Maine: 2h). 2e at. obs 109 5 68 36 800 
Michigan: sd0sscs 227 27 150 50 2,000 
Minnesota... wo. 2.5.4 167 24 101 42 1,500 
Mississippi... ....'..... 110 1 38 71 200 
: BSSO ies antctas Sisters 117 rs 68 49 800 
Montag? wes. wioccet 8 3 3 2 200 
Nebraskactn is sis 5. 115 3 17 35 800 
PS VAGa aw. croc lo siecle 22 4 6 12 200 
ING WARK: £5 ote -ie%, 6 218 200 29 124 Aq 3,000 
New England....... 219 22 86 lll 3,000 
New Hampsbire..... 130 6 86 38 600 
New Jersey......... 178 35 120 23 2,500 
New York.......... 240 25 138 wi 7,000 
New York EHast..... 245 36 107 102 6,500 
North Carolina...... 48 415 BS 15 100 
North Indiana....... 143 24 96 23 2,000 
Northern New York. 176 18 127 31 2,500 
North Ohio ....-.5.. 116 32 69 15 2,000 
North-west German.. 68 40 6 22 1,500 
North-west Indiana. . 114 13 68 33 2,000 
North-west Iowa.... 81 10 62 9 500 
North-west Swedish. 40 if 33 4 300 
(OU CUO Ryerss as eae 143 36 71 36 3,000 
ORECO Ne as) tbevstepal sist 48 1 24 23 800 
Philadelphia........ 221 42 137 42 8,000 
HAE SOULS Lele ool et sts) =) «1s 134 21 73 40 3,000 
Providence ......... 181 37 67 17 2,500 
RockeRiver i). 6.4. </. 208 48 120 40 4,000 
Saint Louis........- 110 3 67 40 1,000 
Saint Louis German.. 84 37 13 34 1,500 
Savannah. .......... 80 1 52 27 100 
Southern California. . 29 1 11 li 300 
South Carolina...... 86 2 43 Al 300 
Southern Central.... (New Conference.) 
Southern German.... 26 ae 20 6 300 
Southern Illinois.... 129 18 100 i 1,500 
South-east Indiana... 90 19 58 13 2,000 
South Kansas....... 139 3 111 25 600 
Tennessee....... eievs 40 5 23 12 100 
Mexasitsyc7 ert sts erei~ eke 72 5 56 11 200 
222 44 133 45 3,000 
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Amount 
Received, 


$113 
714 
134 
1,657 
162 
1,565 
590 
29 
1,496 
85 

93 
851 
169 
381 
665 
445 
15 

13 
114 
429 


78 
70 
15 
74 
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yn) ontermon, i or Pratar Ne, pt Cae aot Ca, tates: APRS are 
Upper Iowa......-+ 155 21 113 21 $2,000 $731 71 
UT eRe a ores 7 1 4 2 100 38 25 
WiSTIMOD fore ieraBie tie a 124 7 91 26 500 412 02 
\fiueabae Any aa ae 40 2 20 18 200 96 45 
Washington ........ 118 5 83 30 500 276 75 
Western German.... 42 9 8 25 i100 0) seers seit 
West Texas......... 67 2 45 20 200 153 85 
West Virginia....... 117 4 68 45 500 293 19 
West Wisconsin..... 117 8 88 21 1,000 345 89 
Wilmington......... 105 14 82 9 1,500 594 00 
WASCONSINsy.taaten os ote 151 17 106 28 2,500 683 98 
WiyOUMING & castes 175 10 158 7 2,000 743 86 
Phis year. . avs. sess 9,635 1,325 5,667 2,643 $137,500 $66,692 72 
diast years... gies. 9.467 1,196 5,256 2,899 137,000 52,638 94 
TNCRCASOrersre’Aette vets 168 129 411 Dec. 256 $500 $14,053 78 


The comparison of summaries above shows improvement for 
the year 1879 over 1878, but it is perfectly evident that, for some 
‘reason, the system fails to secure the end contemplated, namely: 
the actual receipt, by the end of the year, of the amount asked 
at the beginning, the aggregate amount actually receivéd being 
less than one half the amount asked, and in some of the Confer- 
ences less than one fourth. It is not possible to examine this 
Report without a painful conviction that the provisions of the 
Discipline, especially of paragraph 301, for bringing this cause 
before our people, are not applied. It is beyond question that, if 
each pastor, aided by the Committee of the Quarterly Conference 
on Church Extension, should “ provide for the diffusion of infor- 
mation concerning the work and wants of the Board of Church 
Extension,” and “preach a sermon on this subject in each con- 
gregation in every year, and solicit contributions from each, en- 
deavoring to secure at least the amount asked,” and should, “at 
each Conference, report the amount asked and the amount re- 
ceived for Church Extension,” the result would be vastly better 
than is shown in the foregoing report. The amount asked of each 
Conference, and that which should be asked, in pursuance of this 
request, of each district and pastoral charge, is intended to indi- 
cate the mininvum to be collected. We fully believe that a faith- 
ful application of the plan of the Discipline would secure every 
year even larger amounts. The great number of cases in which 
a faithful presentation of the cause secures more than double the 
amount asked is sufficient evidence of this. 

The complaints from Churches of failure to receive donations 
which they had been led, by. the estimates of the General Com- 
mittee, to expect—complaints which have filled the Church and 
embarrassed and hindered our work—come out of this one fact: 
the failure of the pastors to lay our cause before the people. How 
to remove this difficulty, and secure a faithful presentation of this 
work in every Church, is the one point to which your most care- 
ful attention should be directed. If some system can be devised 
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by which each pastor shall receive at the beginning of the year 
an indication of the minimum of the amount needed from his 
charge, and by which his report at the close of the year shall 
place before the Conference and the people the amount received 
side by side with the amount asked, our resources would be greatly 
increased, and would become more reliable from year to year as 
our work shall go forward. 


Tur Loan Funp. 


From the summary of receipts given on page 594, it will be seen 
that our total net receipts on the Loan Fund up to January 1, 
1880, were $329,920 73; of this amount, $171,535 50 were re- 
ceived subject to life annuity. The aggregate annuities payable 
on this amount were, $13,245 75 per annum. Regular annuity 
companies, as shown by their tables, would be justified in paying 
for the same amounts at corresponding ages $21,500 50, or over 
61 per cent. of annuity more than we agreed to pay. This is 
owing partly to the fact that the contributors recognize the 
benevolent feature of our work, and partly to their desire to 
have the principal reserved intact. By the death of five annui- 
ties prior to January 1, 1880, the annual charges on the above 
amount have been reduced $2,014, leaving annuities now payable 
of $11,231 75. 

A comparison of our receipts of interests, with payments of in- 
terest and annuities, will show that, during the whole period, we 
have paid out on account of interest and annuities $10,318 03 
more than we have received. The interest paid out includes 
along with annuities, interest on amounts borrowed at various 
times. If the Churches borrowing out of our Loan Fund had 
met their obligations on account of interest, the balance would 
have been largely in our favor; but under the severe financial 
pressure that has prevailed they have fallen largely behind, and 
in extreme cases we have made concessions on account of inter- 
est, without charging up the amount as donations. We have no 
doubt but that in a few years the balance of interest will be 
turned in our favor, and that we will be justified in reducing the 
rate of interest below that now uniformly charged—six per cent. 
—and still preserve the balance in favor of the Board. 

For a full statement of loans outstanding January 1, 1880, we 
respectfully refer you to the Annual for 1879, pages 95 to 102. 
From this it will be seen that many loans are of several years’ 
standing. ‘This has arisen out of the embarrassment of Churches 
in consequence of the general condition of the country during 
the last decade. We have felt justified, under these circumstances, 
in’ extending the time in all cases where the Churches have re- 
ported their condition, and, recognizing the obligation, have 
shown a disposition to pay as early as possible. In a few cases, 
where no disposition to pay has been indicated, and repeated 
notices of amounts due have been neglected, we have felt called 
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upon to enforce collection by law. We have resorted to this only 
in the last extremity, and have found it to be uniformly effective. 
As the condition of the country shall improve, we will insist that 
due diligence shall be used to return the moneys borrowed out of 
the Loan Fund. 

The following shows the state of the Fund, January 1, 1880: 


LOAN FUND. 

Dr. 
Cash by, Conattons qt myet eee orice: Otte tele) serckerecier- $107,567 19 
PILOpPertys eG OUAt ONS ens erlelere sielsuelsetste tree eter ete celct heteletel ters 44.000 00 
CaS BOWE ATVs. est satay steed ot ol Mader oleel Seeks eps aretha ede ks 131,599 55 

Property—do. (Bonds, ete., less $7,186 38 realized and in- 
cludedsin caslvabove))s sate sios peiiaetia> 1y-)al-lole iste 39,935 95 
ISCO INES cians HONE DUOC UUUEUl) DUS SESO Edna ed adds 6,818 04 
Motall et me COMPS estas, se oc) 4 chels cs) toesatel ie creer ae = $329,920 73 
Homes louis vaMcings. 20 ota <cels eteer ee = eieis sells + ekoe eal ees 8,600 00 
$338,520 73 
CONTRA. 

Cr. 
Loans’ to' Churches, outstanding. «0.0 2.26. -see-eses $233,231 25 
PROPelby MUCLG. aS; LECCIVEU. piss siete aisle 2s (ote, ocas leet oleleyace sere 83,935 95 
DalaMco MaUah yal) less Omeseraicteperereers eeeterenetti sisters rele eestor 21,353 53 


$338,520 73 


The following will show the work accomplished by the Loan 
Fund, including the named funds severally in accordance with 
the plan on which they were constituted: 


SumMARY or Namep Funps up To JANUARY 1, 1880. 


Cash Capital Amount of Value of Churches 


SEER of Fund. Loan. Property. Aided, © = aes 
Williams: bcc tsie:< ae $6,000 00 $8,700 00 $77,200 23 6,300 
SPOT IU States wererer tie everext 1,500 00 3,375 00 24,450 i 2,000 
ERBSKOT mreemrteactrenc. cs 18,000 00 30,045 00 289,500 69 20,750 
ASV ce StOuts oe ca ieg ais 5,500 00 8,200 00 135,500 21 6,050 
Boleaten eee, . 5,250 00 9,554 00 95,500 33 9,950 
Drakeleyer anes ssnise 5,600 00 7,890 00 73,100 20 5,950 
PB tL OUtastie s atee os terete 5,400 00 8,550 00 96,500 27 8,625 
NONEOC A ese cae eee ee 4,755 00 6,862 00 58,500 21 7,000 
Bedford-street ....... 4,769 59 8,520 00 81,900 A2 9,850 
Upper Low aia csc sthave 9,181 50 14,001 00 146,000 Ba 9,250 
Reminetoneapepeeele 30,000 00 46,750 00 325,900 AT 14,700 
Freeborn Garrettson *. 20,000 00 31,140 00 230,000 38 13,200 
Joel Manning........ 3,000 00 3,200 00 19,475 7 2,400 
UPlOy: ose cee 5 9,000 00 8,850 00 62,000 19 5,850 
Drummond 24. os. % 11,000 00 15,750 00 142,200 39 10,950 
Lyman Bennett}..... 5,000 00 7,650 00 83,400 21 5,850 
‘Joseph Jonest....... 5,008 33 5,300 00 36,200 12 3,700 
Rey. John Stewart} .. 6,000 00 4,375 00 30,000 16 5,100 
Funds not named..... 128,024 08 152,675 90 1,439,000 119 45,520 

Total jmewses so... .,.¢ $282,988 50 $381,387 90 $3,456,325 612 192,995 


Property notin use. 46,932 23 


Total in Loan Fund. $329,920 73 


* Formerly Memorial, + Balance of $10,000 invested as at first received. 
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Lirnograrnic Caurcu Pans. 


Our Annuals, published from year to year, and eur new Cata- 
logue of Lithographic Plans, herewith submitted, will show that 
we have continued and enlarged our work of furnishing designs 
for cheap churches, until we are now prepared to furnish a good 
variety. We have taken great pains to ascertain how the 
churches built in accordance with these plans are regarded by 
the people generally, and are gratified to learn that in all cases 
in which the plans have been faithfully followed, all are pleased 
with the result. The churches built by them are neat and at- 
tractive, and have been erected at less expense than is usual 
without these plans. We have been careful to regard the recom- 
mendation of the last General Conference to “keep the expenses 
incurred as far as practicable within the amounts received for 
plans thus furnished.” The summary, elsewhere given, of our re- 
ceipts and disbursements (pages 594,595) will show that we have 
paid out on account of lithographic plans $1,011 78, and that we 
have received for plans sold $1,000 62. Our annual receipts on 
this account are now in excess of our expenses, and we can in- 
crease the variety of plans as occasion may require, and still 
preserve the balance of this account in favor of the Board. 
From all parts of the country we receive assurances that this 
department of our work is proving of great value, elevating the 
standard of church building both as to convenience and beauty, 
and securing a wiser economy in their construction, 


Our PUBLICATIONS. 


For several of the first years of our Church Extension work 
our publications were restricted to the formal annual reports 
usual with benevolent societies. The first was for the year 1866, 
and included, along with the Constitution, Charter, and Treasur- 
er’s Report, such material as was found in the office after the 
death of Dr. Monroe. The report for the year 1867 was of the 
same general character, except that the work was arranged and 
reported by Conterences. In 1968 the Loan Fund received sep- 
arate and additional attention in the report. In 1869 the anni- 
versary address delivered by Bishop Simpson was added, and we 
have subsequently published most of the anniversary addresses 
or brief synopses ot them. In 1870 we included a few examples 
of the work accomplished, a feature which we still retain in one 
form or another. Our department of Church Architecture was 
added in 1871, and has since been greatly enlarged and improved, 
giving a variety of designs for churches, and iliustrating tie best 
methods of heating and ventilating churches. But the most im- 
portant change in our annual publication was made for the year 
1873, when we first issued “I'he Church Extension Annual,” 
making the formal report of the Board only a part of the publi- 
cation, and including with it such general inturmation anu dis- 
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cussion as we believed would be most helpful to our cause. We 
are gratified to know that the wider scope now taken by our 
Annual has received the warmest approval of the Church, such 
approval having found expression in all our Church papers, in 
resolutions of several of the Annual Conferences, and resolutions 
of the last General Conference. We have continued the annual 
publication in this form during the last quadrennium. Besides 
this we have published four different editions, of from ten to 
twenty thousand each, of our tract on “Church Extension in the 
Methodist Episcopal Church,” and two editions of ten thousand 
each of our tract on “ Loan Fund for Church Extension in the 
Methodist Episcopal Church.” To this have been added leaflets 
and circulars from time to time for the use of our pastors and 
Church Extension Committees. 

We respectfully invite you to consider whether some modifica- 
tion in reference to our publications may not be made to advan- 
tage. Paragraph 287 of the Discipline requires that “The Board 
shall publish annually a full report of its proceedings, and of the 
state of its funds.” An annual report of this character was emi- 
nently proper during the period when the management was 
elected in the annual meeting. Now that the Board is elected 
by the General Conference, is not the necessity for an annual 
report superseded? ‘The designs for churches, and information 
in reference to church building, could be made available for all 
interested by the publication of a pamphlet, or illustrated cata- 
logue of plans published as occasion might require, and the gen- 
eral information needed by the pastors in bringing the cause 
before the people could be given to better advantage and at less 
expense in a smaller publication issued quarterly or monthly. 
Under the postal Jaws as now in force there would be a consider- 
able saving on the item of postage in issuing a quarterly or 
monthly rather than an annual publication, inasmuch as annual 
publications are of the third class of postal matter, subject to 
one cent for every two ounces or fraction thereof, while monthly 
or quarterly publications are mailable at two cents a pound. 

In this connection we respectfully remind you that the General 
Conterence of 1876 indicated its judgment that some such plan 
would be wise for all our Church benevolences by the adoption 
of the following: 

“ Kesolved, '’hat the Boards of Management of our Educa- 
tional, Missionary, Church Extension, Freedmen’s Aid, Sunday- 
School and Tract, and Publishing work, be and are hereby rec- 
ommended to unite in the publication of a monthly Church 
manual, to be sent free to all our traveling preachers, giving such 
information as may be useful in presenting these several causes 
to our people; and that the Book Agents at New York be au- 
thorized aud instructed to publish such manual, charging each 
department in proportion to the space assigned it a proportion of 
the actual cost of publication.” 

Shortly atter the adjournment of the General Conference we 
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communicated with the Secretaries of the other boards, calling 
attention to this resolution, and signifying our readiness to unite 
with them in the publication proposed, but for some reason-the 
other parties named have failed to take favorable action, and 
nothing has been done. It will be seen from the resolution that 
the united action of the various authorities in charge of our be- 
nevolent work was involved, and that no one party was charged 
with the duty of securing concurrent action. Having done what 
we could to carry out the recommendation of the General Con- 
ference in good faith, we can only suggest such further consid- 
eration of the subject as you may deem wise. We believe that a 
publication of the general character contemplated would prove 
of great value to the benevolent work of the Church. The pas- 
tors are the authorized agents of these several forms of benevo- 
lence, and they are required by the law of the Church to lay 
them before the people, and solicit their offerings for their sup- 
port. It would seem proper and right that the material needed 
by the pastors for bringing these causes before the people, and 
giving them full information, should be made accessible in con- 
venient form. 
UNAUTHORIZED SOLICITATIONS, 


Understanding it to be the purpose of the General Conference, 
in organizing our Church Extension work, to supersede all unau- 
thorized solicitation for churches at remote points, and to require 
all needing aid to apply as the Discipline provides, we adopted the 
following by-law: : 

ARTICLE 6, SECTION 2. 


“Tf any pastor or other agent shall go beyond the bounds of 
his Conference to solicit special contributions in aid of any 
Church, all applications from within the bounds of such Confer- 
ence shall, unless the Board otherwise direct, be suspended until 
the amounts procured by such pastor or agent shall be reported 
to the treasurer and charged to the Conference Board, and such 
special applications shall have been discontinued. Ihe Corre- 
sponding Secretary shall immediately notify the Conference 
Board of such suspension, and of the reason therefor. 

It was found, however, that our collections were not as gen- 
erally and effectually taken as was anticipated, and that a strict 
enforcement of this by-law would only shield the older and 
stronger Churches at the expense of the work on the frontier, 
and for this reason the by-law has not been strictly enforced. 

We respectfully submit for your consideration whether, if 
measures can be taken to secure increased attention to the col- 
lections for our cause, the time has not come when all such solici- 
tations should be ended, and all our preachers confine themselves 
to the field assigned them by the authorities of the Church, and 
apply for and receive such aid as the circumstances may require 
and the authorized methods of the Church will give. 

We are led to believe that the injury to our weaker points 
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arising from the absence of the pastor or presiding elder over- 
balances the value of the aid he secures from abroad, and it is 
clearly demoralizing to pursue a policy which leads any people to 
expect others to do for them what they can and therefore ought 
to do for themselves. A church in any community is of much 
greater value to the people, if they can be induced to put, as 
largely as possible, their own means and labor into the enterprise. 
We solicit for this whole subject your most careful attention. 


Our New BuiLpine. 


Office room sufficient for our business during the early part of 
our history was obtained by renting of the Philadelphia Confer- 
ence Tract Society, but as our business increased it became mani- 
fest that better fire-proof accommodations must be had for the 
care of valuable papers, and it was evidently desirable that all 
the accommodations needed should be provided, at as early a day 
as practicable, free of rent. In the early part of the year 1878 
a property in the immediate neighborhood of our Methodist 
Church Rooms was offered at a very low price, and on easy terms. 
It was quite certain that the cost of labor and material for build- 
ing purposes was at the time as low as it was likely ever to be; 
so, after careful consideration, we purchased the real estate and 
old building for the sum of $17,000, of which $15,000 remains on 
mortgage at five per cent. 

To provide the remainder needed to complete the purchase 
and erect the building, we borrowed on bonds of the Board 
$17,000 at six per cent., holding the entire sum separate from 
our Church Extension funds, and opening an account with it as a 
building fund. The entire cost of the property, including inter- 
est, taxes, etc., while the new building was in process of con- 
struction, was something less than the $32,000, provided as above 
stated. We have occupied our new Church Extension Rooms 
since March 1, 1879; and at this date the entire building, not 
used by the Board, is rented for an amount more than sufticient 
to cover the annual interest and taxes, and if we shall credit the 
building fund, by office rent, an amount equal to what we had 
previously paid on that account, we sball immediately begin the 
liquidation of the principal at the rate of $1,000 per annum, and 
increasing from year to year. 

The General Committee, as will be seen from their reports, 
agree with us as to the wisdom of the entire transaction. The 
accommodations provided for our work are now all that need be 
desired, and we are confident that in a few years our benevolent 
fund will be relieved of all charges on account of rent. 


ExprEnses oF ADMINISTRATION. 


This matter has received our careful and constant attention, 
and great care has been taken to keep the expenses as low as an 
effective administration would allow. The salaries of the officers 
and employes of the Board are below, rather than above those of 
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others rendering similar services in the Church, and considering 
the expenses incident to the positions occupied, place of residence, 
etc., are as moderate as can be reasonably required. The General 
Committee after careful consideration have concurred with us in 
this opinion. ‘The salaries allowed are as follows, per annum: 


Corresponding Secretary (including house rent) ................000- $4,000 00 
Assistant Corresponding Secretary (including house rent)............ 3,600 00 
Book-keeper (recently increased from $800)...............00+.e000% 1,000 00 
Clerk, (Short, hand eportenriebe, joie cree isis areeets otecceucus ks Sevens o 600 00 


By attention to the summaries heretofore given, it will be seen 
that the total net receipts of the Board from the organization to 
January 1, 1880, were, $1,359,517 38, and that the expenses of 
administration for the same period, including salaries, traveling 
expenses, office rent, postage, stationery, incidental expenses, pub- 
lishing annuals, tracts, etc., (less receipts for advertising therein,) 
were $153,678; or that the percentage of expenses of administra- 
tion on the basis of our net receipts have been 11,3, per cent.; or, 
charging ourselves with our total net receipts as above, and 
crediting ourselves with the total amount of donations and loans 
to Churches, and with the balance in the treasury, including prop- 
erty as received, which would give the amount used and to be 
used directly for the aid of churches, the difference would be 
about seven per cent. of the total net receipts. The real facts 
plainly stated are, that the organization and administration of 
this work during a period of fifteen years has cost the church 
$153,678 29; and we have as the result, the organization of our 
Church Extension work, well matured and adapted to this serv- 
ice, 2,680 Churches in various parts of the country already 
aided, and a permanent fund accumulated with which to aid 
Churches by loans of $329,920 73, and subscriptions and pledges 
enough to make it $500,000. ‘The receipts for this work have 
averaged $100,000 a year for the whole period—less than that at 
the beginning, more toward the close—until we may safely esti- 
mate our annual revenue from this work in the immediate fu- 
ture at $150,000 per annum. 

We have done what we could to give efficiency to this branch 
of our Church service, and now lay beiore you a full statement 
of our work. We gratefully acknowledge our indebtedness to 
the great Head of the Church, and to our co-laborers in this fel- 
lowship of service, for the measure of success already enjoyed, 
but we are persuaded that a much larger measure of success is 
attainable in the future. We have freely suggested some meas- 
ures which we believe would contribute to largely increased suc- 
cess in the future, and solicit for them your most careful atten- 
tion. We have a great work to do, a work involving the dear- 
est interests of human society, and of that “kingdom which can- 
not be moved,’’ and nothing which tends to increased efticiency 
should be overlooked. 

By order of the Board of Church Extension. 

Respectfully submitted, Atpua J. Kynett, Cor. Sec. 


606 Journal of the General Conference. [1880. 


55.—sJournal, page 122, 


REPORT OF SUNDAY-SCHOOL UNION. 


To tun GENERAL CONFERENCE ASSEMBLED IN CINCINNATI, 
Ouro, May, 1880. 


Dear Faruers AnD Breturen: The Sunday-School Union of 
our beloved Church is, according to the terms of its charter, “ de- 
signed to advance the interests and promote the cause of Sunday- 
schools in connection with the Methodist Episcopal Church in the 
United States and elsewhere.” The cause of Sabbath-schools is 
the cause of the Church itself. Though the institution bears a 
modern title, the particular work it accomplishes is of ancient 
origin, apostolic precedent, and divine authority. It is not mere- 
ly, like the Sunday-school of Mr. Robert Raikes, a provision in 
pursuance of the divine command, to care for “the stranger that 
1s within thy gates,” but it is a department of the Church service 
in which both the “lambs” and the “sheep” of the fold are to be 
fed, the word of God to be wisely and fervently taught, spirit- 
ual experience and growth to be promoted, the influence of godly 
homes supplemented, and the power of the pulpit emphasized. 
The Methodist Episcopal Church has long occupied advanced 
ground, both in theory and practice, concerning the true mission 
and relations of the Sunday-school. She has taken the “ institu- 
tion ” under her control, and made it a “department” of her or- 
ganized work. This ecclesiastical recognition has given dignity 
to the cause, secured for the minister necessary authority, 
and thus rendered the Church Sunday-school of to-day popular 
and efficient. Its aims are one with those of the Church. It de- 
pends upon the same divine inspiration, it teaches the same divine 
word, and claims its place among the recognized agencies for 
promoting the cause of Jesus Christ in the earth. It is not a 
substitute for any other of the appointed instrumentalities of the 
Church, but seeks and needs to co-operate with all. 

The Sunday-School Union reports to your body the following 
statistics: Whole number of Methodist Episcopal Sunday-schools, 
20,340; officers and teachers, 226,367; scholars, 1,538,311.  In- 
crease in four years in schools, 1,234; in officers and teachers, 
19,754; in scholars, 139,580. 

Increase in twelve years: In schools, 5,048; in officers and teach- 
ers, 54,672; in scholars, 454,786. 

Hor four years 352,908 professed conversions are reported—an 
increase over the previous quadrennium of 72,043. Number of 
professed conversions for twelve years, 815,010. 

The receipts of the Union for the quadrennium amount to 
$73,796 31. For $20,000 of this we are indebted to the generos- 
ity of the late Miss Danser, from whose estate it was received as 
a legacy to the Union. 
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Grants of Sunday-school books, papers, etc., have been made 
during the four years to 4,500 Sunday-schools, in most of the An- 
nual Conferences, and grants of money amounting to $6,120 63 
have been made to several foreign fields. Assistance has also 
pon rendered to the German and Norwegian work in our own 
and. 

Our acknowledgments are due to the American Bible Society 
for liberal grants of Bibles and Testaments, as the needs of our 
work, especially in the South, have been represented to that 
Board. 

More than one third of the charges in our Church have taken 
no collection for the Sunday-School Union. 

The circulation of the various Sunday-school periodicals and 
bound books—library and requisite departments—may be found 
in the reports of the Eastern and Western Agents. The esti- 
mates published by the Agents are made upon the basis of the 
average, and not the maximum, circulation. The maximum cir- 
culation of the Sunday-School Journal for 1875 was 120,000 cop- 
ies, and for 1879, 122,000 copies. The maximum circulation of 
the Picture Lesson Paper for 1875 was 119,000 copies; for 1879 
the average was 185,000 copies. The maximum circulation of the 
Berean Leaf for 1875 was 1,200,000, and for 1879 1,221,000. 
There has been a serious falling off in the circulation of the Sun- 
day-school Advocate and the Sunday-school Classmate, which 
together show an average semi-monthly circulation for 1879 of 
only 221,521 copies. 

A large number of new and substantial books have been added 
to the Sunday-school catalogue. The department of requisites 
has also received attention. 

During the quadrennium the Corresponding Secretary has 
preached 173 times, delivered 162 addresses on the Sunday-school 
work, attended 169 Conferences, Conventions, Institutes, etc., com- 
prising 454 sessions. He has, in the discharge of these duties, 
traveled 79,227 miles, and has twice visited the Pacific coast. 
He also attended the Germany and Switzerland Annual Confer- 
ence for 1878, at’ Basle, Switzerland. 

Dr. J. M. Freeman, associate in secretarial and editorial work, 
has preached 211 sermons, delivered 188 addresses, attended 41 
Conferences and 35 Conventions, Institutes and Normal Classes, 
traveling 35,090 miles. 


Our Work IN THE SOUTH. 


Rev. J. B. Ford was, in November, 1876, employed by the 
Board as Sunday-school agent for the special service in the South- 
ern field. He has been successful in the organization and devel- 
‘opment of this work, reaching during the quadrennium all the 
Southern States, enlisting our preachers in the Sunday-school 
work, visiting district and Annual Conferences, conducting or at- 
tending Sunday-school Conventions and Institutes, holding “con- 
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versational meetings,” delivering lectures to Sunday-school teach- 
ers, visiting Sunday-schools, exhibiting specimens of our litera- 
ture, and substituting it for that published under Union auspices, 
organizing normal classes, introducing the Catechism, gratuitous- 
ly distributing papers and tracts, securing the organization of 
Methodist Episcopal schools, under the provisions of the Disci- 
pline. His quarterly reports to the Board have been full of in- 
tense interest, reminding us of the records of the early itinerants, 
of long, fatiguing journeys, over rough roads, through driving 
rains, prosecuting diligently the work of the Master. It will be 
absolutely necessary to retain Brother Ford in this important 
service, for which he is so admirably fitted, and in which he has 
made such an honorable and heroic record. 

The Southern work has for years received the especial atten- 
tion of the Board of Managers. Early in 1871 the Corresponding 
Secretary, after a protracted tour in South Carolina, Louisiana, 
Mississippi, and Alabama, made the following recommendation, 
which was adopted by the Board of the Sunday-School Union and 
that of the Tract Society: 

“Our Southern colored Sunday-schools need a series of boldly 
printed and well-illustrated lesson tracts, which shall serve as 
primary lesson papers for the children in the schools, while they 
convey the truths of Holy Writ in attractive form to illiterate 
adults. These lesson tracts might be circulated widely in the 
homes of the people, and thus serve a double purpose.” 

The Home Paper and Lesson Tract was, in pursuance of this 
recommendation, published for several years. Within two years 
it has been changed into The Good Tidings, a weekly four-page 
paper now circulated, with the aid of the Tract Society, throughout 
the South. In his annual report to the Board for 1871 the Corre- 
sponding Secretary took the following position concerning our 
work in the South, a position from which he has never receded, 
and which is held by the Board of Managers to-day: 

“There is a demand for our presence and for the most earnest 
efforts in the South. The whole field is one of large promise. 
Its climate is one of the most delightful in the world. Its re- 
sources in every department of material wealth are almost unlim- 
ited. The currents of emigration are beginning to move, and 
with them arise the peculiar perils and necessities incident to 
this social condition. Old prejudices are relaxing. New cir- 
cumstances prepare the people to receive truth in forms and from 
sources to which they have hitherto been unaccustomed, and 
perhaps opposed. We are needed in the South. Were every 
Southern Church organization to be at once doubled in numerical, 
financial, and spiritual power, there would still remain ample 
room for a strong re-enforcement from every evangelical denomi- 
nation in the North. Here, then, is a field for us. It is our duty: 
to do all that we can for the spiritual welfare of the South. 
With its political reconstruction the Church, as such, has nothing 
to do, But she is commissioned to publish a free Gospel, and to 
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edify in Christ, and by his truth, the disciples of her communion. 
Thus will she aid in spreading scriptural holiness through all 
these lands. In attempting this great work she does not reflect 
upon any existing denomination, either as to its spirit or method 
of labor. For all who name the name of Christ we have words 
of benediction and of prayer. The results of our efforts in the 
South fully justify the movement they inaugurated. There are 
thousands who welcome us ‘there—Northern residents, the colored 
people, and not a few Christians of other communions. The 
Church at home should more fully recognize the demands which 
this work has upon us.” : 

The Board has also given help to the Freedmen’s Aid Society. 
Liberal grants of books have been made to the University at New 
Orleans, and also to preachers and Sunday-schools in all parts of 
the South. To no part of our work has more attention been 
given by the Board of the Sunday-School Union than to that 
embraced in the “South” of to-day. 


THe GERMAN DEPARTMENT, 


The German department of our work at home deserves espe- 
cial mention. Under the wise and efficient direction of Rev. H. 
Liebhart, D.D., it has been diligently and successfully prosecuted. 
The number of schools, officers, teachers, and scholars, as well 
as the circulation of German Sunday-school publications, 
have steadily increased. Dr. Liebhart, editor of our Sunday- 
school literature, has organized ten Sunday-school districts, each 
containing two presiding elder districts, in which he has, during 
the last quadrennium, conducted twenty-one largely attended, 
delegated Sunday-school conferences, which not only advanced 
the work and inspired the workers, but created a general interest 
among the German population of the cities where such confer- 
ences were held. A German Sunday-school agent has been em- 
ployed for one year, and has received a part of his pay from the 
Sunday-School Union. He visited many German Sunday-schools 
in the West, conducted teachers’ meetings, looked after the in- 
terests of the Sunday-School Union, and endeavored to stimulate 
an interest in Sunday-school work. Among our German schools 
the provisions of the Discipline are faithfully carried out. ‘The 
schools are organized into missionary societies, the children regu- 
larly instructed in the Catechism, and new methods have been 
introduced wherever practicable. It is due to our German 
brethren to report that, out of 500 churches in German Confer- 
ences, only twenty-one failed to take the regular collection for 
the Sunday-School Union, and these are among their latest, small- 
est, and poorest mission stations. The fidelity of this part of our 
Methodism to the financial claims of the Union shows what re- 
sources would be placed at the disposal of the Board, if the 
English-speaking portion of the Church were to follow their 
commendable example. The German brethren attend to the 
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catechizing of the children in the Sunday-school, and in special 
meetings called for that purpose. The fact that they are adopt- 
ing, and feeling an increased interest in, the “Berean Lesson 
System,” proves the absurdity of the objection occasionally 
made, that the modern International Lesson System interferes 
with the training of our children in the Catechism. 


Tue ForeiIcGn Work. 


The Sunday-school work continues to occupy an important place 
in our Foreign Missions; 853 Methodist Episcopal schools are re- 
ported in China, India, Bulgaria, Italy, Switzerland, Germany, 
Denmark, Norway, Sweden, Liberia, South America, and Mexico. 
The most advanced Sunday-school ideas and methods are adopted 
in these distant fields. The Berean Lessons and all the attract- 
ive appliances of the best home schools find their place; lesson 
leaves, maps, pictures, songs, memory texts, blackboards, “ black- 
board sermons,” the Catechism, tabernacle models, normal classes, 
and assemblies. In Mexico the grand work begun by Dr. Butler 
goes steadily on, under the direction of his son, Rev. John W. 
Butler. There are now in Mexico 10 regularly organized Meth- 
odist Episcopal Sunday-schools, enrolling 550 scholars, and 40 
officers and teachers. Berean Leaves, translated into Spanish by 
Miss Butler, are sent to Spanish schools in different parts of the 
world. Mr. Butler writes: “The Berean Leaves are used in all 
our schools, and are very popular. Besides our organized schools, 
there are places where our Berean Leaf goes, and is used by the 
native preacher or exhorter in a sort of family Bible-class, and 
we have hopes that such gatherings will, in due time, grow into 
organized Christian Churches.” 

An appropriation of $500 was made by the Board in 1876 to 
Sweden, to pay the expenses of an agent to travel through the 
bounds of that mission, in the work of organizing Sunday- 
schools. 

The anniversaries of the Union have been held as follows: 
For 1876, at Chicago; for 1877, at Cleveland; for 1878, at Buf- 
falo; and for 1879, at Manchester, N. H. 

In 1874 an amended charter for the Sunday-School Union was 
secured from the Legislature of New York. This charter re- 
quired certain important modifications in the constitution of the 
Union, which changes were carefully considered by the Board, 
and respectfully submitted to the General Conference at Balti- 
more. Owing to a pressure of business in that body, these modi- 
fications were not considered. The Board of Managers again 
respectfully calls the attention of the General Conference to this 
important matter, and submits herewith a constitution harmoniz- 
ing with the modifications of the new charter. 


Tuer INTERNATIONAL LESSONS. 


Another seven years of study, in connection with our Sunday- 
schools, under the auspices of the international scheme, have 
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commenced. The international system has proved successful 
beyond precedent among the concerted schemes of evangelical 
Christendom. It has promoted the unity of the Church, incited 
to home teaching, exalted the Bible as the one text-book, pro- 
moted the memorizing of Scripture; brought pulpit, prayer- 
meeting, family altar, and Sunday-school into closer sympathy; 
promoted the scientific method in biblical study, utilized the 
secular press in the interest of religious teaching, commanded 
the best talent of all the Churches in the work of exposition, and 
made necessary and possible the frequent reiteration of the 
salient doctrines of the Gospel. Those who have faithfully used 
the International Lesson System from Sabbath to Sabbath for the 
seven years are the most enthusiastic friends of the scheme. 
Brother Ford, our Southern agent, well states its legitimate re- 
sults: “The lessons have made our schools more spiritual. The 
tone and efficiency of the Sunday-schools using them are fifty 
per cent. in advance of what they were before.” 

The Berean adaptation of the International Lesson System, 
based upon the example of the Bereans, reported in Acts xvii, 11, 
has provided abundant helps for graded classes. Complaints 
have now and then reached both the editor and the publishers 
about the multiplicity of helps for teachers and scholars. The 
department has, however, assumed that whatever is needed in 
the teaching of the lesson system in our schools our own publish- 
ing house must supply. The varying tastes, views, and demands 
of our constituency have rendered it necessary for some publish- 
ing house to supply a great variety of helps. The agents and 
editors have deemed it wise to publish such appliances for our 
own people, rather than to permit it to be done for them by out- 
side establishments. 


Meryopist DocrrinEs IN SUNDAY-SCHOOLS. 


Concerning the doctrines of Methodism, and their place in the 
Berean Lesson System, we are able to make a satisfactory report. 
What are the distinctive doctrines of Methodism? The curse of 
the broken law is on all; the atonement of Christ was made for 
all; the Gospel of Christ is to be preached to all, and is all-sufti- 
cient to save from all sin. Is the Church to-day teaching these 
doctrines through her Sunday-schools? Are the distinctive feat- 
ures of our Church polity made plain to our children? We 
answer affirmatively. From the desk, in the school, through the 
Lesson Leaf, through the Sunday-school songs of to-day, through 
the golden texts, through the blackboard exercises, through the 
intimate relations existing between preacher and Sunday-schools, 
through specific catechetical instruction in many of our schools, 
all the distinctive doctrines of Methodistic theology and polity 

-are announced and repeated in the sight and hearing of the 
present generation of children. ‘There 1s, no doubt, great care- 
lessness on the part of many pastors in this, as in other depart- 


612 Journal of the General Conference. [1880. 


ments of Church service. Too many are apathetic concerning 
the school, and, for that matter, concerning the religious training 
of children at their homes, and in the “special classes” provided 
for in the Discipline. But the department has given emphasis 
in every possible way to the importance of doctrinal instruction. 
Without attempting to substitute the Smnday-school for home, 
pulpit, or pastoral instruction, we have diligently urged our min- 
isters to employ the Sunday-school as an auxiliary in the work of 
indoctrination—a work primarily belonging to them, and not to 
the Sabbath-school superintendent; a work, however, in which 
the superintendent should cheerfully take an active part. Not 
only have the doctrines of Methodism been emphasized in the 
Berean Lesson, through blackboard symbols and sentiments, in 
golden texts, in doctrinal statements, in direct scriptural exposi- 
tion, but we have reduced the cost of the Catechism, published 
in the Journals every quarter articles on the “ Methodism in the 
Lesson,” urged the employment of the “School System,” which 
contains the substance of the Catechism, published the “ Choral 
Service of Doctrine,” and through the Sunday-School Union and 
Tract Society circulated widely a brief and easily remembered 
statement of doctrine, entitled, ““The Ten Doctrines of Grace,” 
and “The Ten Points of Economy” of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church. 

This must be said concerning the teaching of doctrine through 
the Sunday-school: Where the pastor of the individual Church 
desires to do it, the work will be easily accomplished. In thou- 
sands of cases it is accomplished. In the German work in our 
own country there is no question about the practicability of unit- 
ing the Berean Lesson System and the Church Catechism. 
Where apathy or incompetency in the pastor leads to the neglect 
of his official duties, it 1s both weak and wrong to attribute the 
failure to that department of the work which seeks to train the 
youth of the Church of God in the pure word of God. We are 
happy to report that, during the past four years, there have 
been circulated 235,500 Church Catechisms, 95,920 more copies 
than would be necessary to place one in the hand of every new 
pupil brought into the schools of the Church during the quad- 
rennium., 

During the past four years the Corresponding Secretary has 
sought to present, in the course of his travels through the coun- 
try, the claims of our work, in small local meetings, wherever 
such could be called for an hour’s consultation. He has thus 
reached the smaller circles of influence, learning the needs and 
difficulties of the people in the actual work, and receiving from 
them helpful suggestions. These “local conferences” have been 
of inestimable advantage to him, if to no one else. During the 
past four years 47 of these local conferences have been held in 
11 States of the Union, and, in connection with them, the Cor- 
responding Secretary has personally reached and conversed with 
263 Methodist Episcopal ministers, 297 Methodist Episcopal su- 
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perintendents and other officers, 1,298 Methodist Episcopal Sun- 
day-school teachers and 2,944 other persons, parents, etc., inter- 
ested in the cause of religious education. 

In the furtherance of this practical object a series of Method- 
ist Episcopal “Congresses” was organized in January, 1877, de- 
signed to discuss questions directly relating to Church work: 
How to teach doctrines, how to promote denominational loyalty, 
how to hold our young people to the Church, how to carry out 
the provision of the Discipline for the organization of a Sunday- 
school Board, how to introduce our own literature into Methodist 
Episcopal Sunday-schools, ete. Fifteen of these congresses have 
been held in nine of the States: in Chicago, Indianapolis, Saint 
Louis, San Francisco, Des Moines, Cleveland, Philadelphia, 
Round Lake, Chautauqua, Buffalo, Saint Paul, Dayton, and Love- 
land. One was held in connection with the German and Swiss 
Annual Conference, at Basle, Switzerland. These sixteen con- 
gresses have been attended by 763 Methodist Episcopal ministers, 
and by 2,530 Methodist Episcopal Sunday-school ofticers and 
teachers. The movement, when first suggested to the Board, was 
approved on condition that it should not cost any thing to the 
Union in the way of traveling expenses; and we are happy to 
state that the work has been from the beginning without expense 
to the Board of Managers. 


CHAUTAUQUA. 


The movement at Chautauqua, which was reported to the last 
General Conference, has continued in interest and effectiveness. 
A large number of similar meetings have been begun in various 
parts of the country. Several courses of study have been added 
to the earlier Chautauqua Sunday-school programme. The Sun- 
day-school work has each year received careful attention, and 
every thing else on the programme has been made tributary to 
that as the central idea. ut, in order to the best study of God’s 
word, a man must also study other things. 

To spend ten days or two weeks in petty discussions about the 
details of school organizations, government, teaching the lesson, 
etc., would tend to belittle the whole work. The more the 
principles underlying practical religious culture have been 
studied the more widely they are found to extend. ‘To the Sun- 
day-school teacher mental science, pedagogics, philosophy, phys- 
ical science, history and literature are of importance in making 
him acquainted with the material upon which he has to work, 
and the true philosophy of the processes he should adopt. 
These studies also increase his store of information, from which 
to draw apt and strong illustrations, and they are useful in 
bringing him into closer synipathy with the youth, who in this 
day enjoy the advantages of good secular schools. ‘They widen 
his own range of daily thought. ‘They enrich his personal life, 
which, in this busy age, is always in danger of too great engross- 
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ment with merely material things. They reveal to him God in 
nature, in providence, and in the lives of strong men in all the 
ages. They enable him to appreciate, control, and, to some 
extent, to utilize, the formidable and perilous forces which per- 
petually operate, seven days in the week, upon our American 
youth. If our pupils are injured by demoralizing social example, 
the Church should make use of attractive social agencies to break 
its power. If dissipating literature tends to corrupt our young 
people, the Church should place in their hands books sufficiently 
adapted to their present tastes to secure a reading, and suff- 
ciently elevated to give them an appreciation of a higher class of 
literature. If aimlessness or love of pleasure weakens our pupils, 
and renders the teachings of the Sabbath comparatively useless, 
the Church should, in legitimate ways, kindle higher aspirations 
and ambitions, and give to them purpose, hope, and help. A 
youth who loves learning is by that love saved from a score of 
social and physical evils. It is legitimate work for the Sunday- 
school to take hold of all agencies by which the specific work 
of religious teaching, and the formation of a personal spiritual 
character, may be promoted. In harmony with this idea, the 
“Chautauqua Literary and Scientific Circle” was organized in 
the summer of 1878, and the “ Lyceum Course” of study for the 
benefit of a still younger class of people, was organized in 1879. 
The former movement met a felt want in all the Churches. A 
class of eight thousand was organized the first year. The second 
year enrolled nine thousand additional names. In behalf of 
young people, not qualified to take the course of the Chautauqua 
Literary and Scientific Circle, a “ Lyceum” plan of study was 
recommended at the Sunday-school Congress, held at Chautauqua 
in 1879, This course was arranged by the following committee, 
appointed at that Congress: Bishop R. 8. Foster, D.D., LL.D.; 
James Strong, 8. T. D.; F. 8S. Hoyt, D.D.; C. H. Payne, D.D.; 
J. H. Vincent, D.D. Thus the provision of the Discipline for a 
lyceum, (see section 6, paragraph 24,) which had been a dead 
letter from the want of a working plan, is now on the way toward 
permanent and practical efficiency. 

The whole Chautauqua scheme is but the realization, on a very 
large scale, of Mr. Wesley’s own theory concerning: secular edu- 
cation, and of his plan for promoting it among the humblest peo- 
ple. ‘The C. L. 8. C., with its membership of 17,000 pledged toa 
four years’ course of study in all parts of the country, and even 
in foreign lands, is a permanent plan of public culture for parents, 
for Sunday-school teachers, for young people who have lacked 
early opportunities, for busy people who need intellectual food, 
who will find recreation in change of thought and occupation, for 
all of whom no provision is made by the schools. 

The heart of the whole Chautauqua idea is Methodistical. It 
was organized by Methodists, on a Methodist camp-ground. Its 
charter recognizes its denominational origin and fealty. A ma- 
jority of its board are, and must be, Methodists; but Chautauqua 
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has opened its broad doors to every other Christian Church, and 
placed the representatives of all evangelical doctrines on its plat- 
form, allowed different schools of thought to discuss their dis- 
tinctive opinions face to face with those who differed from them, 
encouraged the holding of separate denominational Sunday-school 
congresses on its grounds, introduced some of the strongest think- 
ers of our own Church to Churches outside, and introduced to 
Methodist people some of the strongest thinkers from other 
Churches, thus admirably illustrating the true basis of Christian 
union—not a union of persons who ignore their doctrinal and de- 
nominational peculiarities, but of persons who, intensely and un- 
compromisingly loyal to their own, join hands with others in 
worship, in thoughtful, honest discussion, and in practical co-op- 
eration against the powers of evil that are in the world, seeking 
thereby the true unity of the Church, for which the great Master 
prayed. 

We have good hope that in the future, by some plan not yet 
matured, either under the auspices of our great Educational Se- 
ciety, or in a department of the Sunday-School Union, a course or 
courses of study may be prescribed, and young people and older 
people encouraged to prosecute such studies at home, with 
monthly or weekly lyceum meetings, under the direction of the 
pastor or a lyceum committee, books being furnished at greatly 
reduced rates to all who thus commit themselves to a scheme of 
education. Such a plan would secure a firm hold by the Chureh 
upon our young people, and their homes during the week. It 
would send more of our youth to the higher seminaries, colleges, 
and «universities, and put the strength of a worthy purpose into 
the lives of multitudes who are now discouraged because no one 
is ready to direct them into lines of helpful reading and study. 


SuNDAY-ScHOOL PAPERS. 


The last General Conference ordered the publication of a 
“ weekly Sunday-school and missionary paper, devoted to Bible 
study, Church work, and missionary intelligence, for Sunday- 
school teachers and young people, to be under the editorial man- 
agement of the Sunday-School Department and Missionary Secre- 
retaries: provided that the Missionary Society contribute ten 
thousand dollars annually toward its publication; and provided 
that it be published at a price not less than one dollar and fifty 
cents per annum.” It was also ordered by the General Confer- 
ence that “ the Missionary Society shall have space in the columns 
of the weekly Sunday-school and missionary paper to represent 
its interests; and in consideration thereof the Missionary Society 
be instructed to appropriate a portion of the amount hitherto ex- 
pended by the society in publishing the Missionary Advocate, 
toward defraying the expenses of the weekly Sunday-school and 
missionary paper, provided the amount paid by the Missionary 
Society shall not exceed ten thousand dollars per annum.” r 
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The Corresponding Secretary of the Sunday-School Union and 
editor of its publications submitted the above action to the Board 
of Managers of the Missionary Society at their first meeting aft- 
er the General Conference, presenting the arguments in favor of 
the scheme. The Board did not see proper to make the appro- 
priation upon which the whole movement was conditioned; and, 
therefore, the responsibility in the matter on the part of the Sun- 
day-school Board was removed. : 

The Corresponding Secretary respectfully suggests that, if the 
Sunday-School Journal could have added to it eight pages a 
month, without any additional expense to its subscribers, it 
would be practicable to supply all the necessary counsel for Sun- 
day-school teachers now crowded out by the pressure of the les- 
son notes. 

- Our Sunday-school Department should be able to furnish its 
schools a larger amount of matter for the money than any other 
publishing house in America. The suggestion is respectfully sub- 
mitted that we should publish a paper each week, or, rather, four 
papers a month, which might be used separately or as a weekly; 
such papers containing matters for pupils of every grade above 
the primary class; filled with bright, sparkling, strong, instruct- 
ive articles, which children and young people of every grade 
would read with delight. Two pages of this paper might be de- 
voted weekly to the advertising of books and of educational and 
domestic appliances, the knowledge of which would be useful to 
every household. These advertising pages would enable the pub- 
lishers to furnish the papers at a very low rate, and thus crowd 
out miscellaneous so-called “union” and irresponsible matter 
which now finds its way into our Sunday-schools. This paper 
should be about the size of Appleton’s Weekly, and should con- 
tain about sixteen pages a week. 


UNIon AND DENOMINATIONAL WoRK. 


While we should promote, in every possible way, a spirit of 
cordial union between the various branches of the Church, and 
while it is helpful for us to participate with other denominations 
in conventions and institutes for mutual improvement in the work 
of Sunday-school teaching, it is extremely desirable that we 
should, wherever practicable, organize Methodist Episcopal Sun- 
day-schools, and bring them under disciplinary regulations, sup- 
ply them with our own lesson helps, books, and papers, secure 
trom them contributions to the missionary and other interests of 
the Church, and make them schools for the training of intelligent, 
uncompromising, and catholic-spirited Methodists. True union 
is the outgrowth of positive opinions, denominational loyalty, and 
Christian charity. Any other “union” is a shadow and a delu- 
si0n, 
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Tuer Ropert Rakes’ CENTENNIAL. 


The Board of Managers has decided to hold special services in 
connection with the Robert Raikes’ Sunday-school Centennial. In 
conformity with their order, and with the approval of the Bish- 
ops, the Corresponding Secretary has announced Sabbath, May 
30th, as the centennial celebration day for the Methodist Episco- 
pal Church. Circulars have been forwarded to all our ministers. 
A Centennial Service has been prepared. Special collections in 
behalf of the Sunday-School Union have been called for, and it is 
to be hoped that large results will follow this special effort. We 
have not failed to impress upon the Church the fact that the 
Sunday-school of to day, especially in our own Church, is the 
product of other forces than those evoked by Mr. Raikes. The 
blessed ministry of the “Holy Club” at Oxford, which devoted 
so many hours to the study of the Greek Testament, with a view 
to the increase of spiritual power, and the early conferences of 
believers under Mr. Wesley, in his “ class-meetings,” have had 
much to do with the modern Sunday-school. While we remem- 
ber Mr. Raikes, let us not forget other and independent move- 
ments to which we are equally indebted for the present prosperity 
of the Church in its Sunday-school department. 

Praying that the blessing of the great Head of the Church 
may rest upon all the departments of its service, and that our 
honest efforts may be accompanied by the energies of the Holy 
Spirit, without which all our service is vain, this report is respect- 
fully submitted. 

J. H. Vincent, 
Cor. Sec., S. 8S. Union of the M. E. Church. 


Cincinnati, Out0, May 6, 1880. 


56,—Journal, page 122, 


REPORT OF THE TRACT SOCIETY. 


To THE GENERAL CONFERENCE IN CINCINNATI, May, 1880. 


Dear Fatuers AnD Bretruren: In May, 1876, the Tract Society 
of the Methodist Episcopal Church reported to the General Con- 
’ ference, in Baltimore, a circulation, during the quadrennium then 
closing, of 35,675,472 tract pages at home, and 35,944,657 tract 
pages abroad—a total in four years of 71,620,129 tract pages. 
To the present General Conference the Society reports for the 
last quadrennium a distribution in tracts and papers of 75,367,035 
tract pages throughout the home field. Although we have no 
exact report from our foreign field, this number is 3,747,906 
pages in excess of the total distribution at home and abroad dur- 
ing the former quadrennium, and, if our foreign fields have done 
no better than during the previous four years, we can safely re- 
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port a circulation, during the past quadrennium, at home and 
abroad, of 111,311,692 tract pages. The above figures include 
the estimated number of pages contained in the Tract Society edi- 
tion of the Rocky Mountain Advocate and Der Christilege Tals- 
mand, which the Society has aided during the quadrennium. 

For the four years 1872 to 1875, inclusive, the Society re- 
ceived from the Church $65,876 72; during the past four years, 
closing with 1879, $56,115 17, a falling off of $9,761 55. More 
than one third of the Churches take no collection whatever for 
the Tract Society. ; : 

Anniversaries of the Society were held in connection with those 
of the Sunday-School Union for 1876 at Chicago; for 1877 at 
Cleveland; for 1878 at Buffalo; for 1879 at Manchester, New 
Hampshire. P f 

Grants to foreign mission fields have been made to China, India, 
Germany, Switzerland, Mexico, Japan, and Italy to the amount 
of $6,680 62. 

In the German department, under the supervision of the Rey. 
Henry Liebhart, D.D., a good work has been done. The whole 
number of tracts in the German department is 500; tract pages 
stereotyped, 3,626. The whole number of pages stereotyped dur- 
ing the past four years is 633. The whole number of German 
tract pages distributed during the quadrennium is 1,500,000. 

In the English department the following additions have been 
made to our old series: Selected, from 125 to 133; Revised, 77 to 
82; New, 71 to 134; Presiding Elder, 3 to 6; Pocket, 34 to 87; 
Cardy 7 tor23- 

To each of the following series but one tract has been added: 
Missionary and Doctrinal. 

The following series have been introduced: Church Society 
Series, 1 to 6; Home Light, 1 to 8. 

Thirteen tracts have been added to the Danish Series, 50 to the 
Swedish, 181 to the New York German department. 

The Good Tidings is the name of a weekly paper published by 
the Sunday-School Union and Tract Society, especially for use in 
the Southern field. It is the successor of the Lesson Tract and 
Home Paper, published ever since 1872. 

The series of brilliant and vigorous articles on Romanism, by 
Dexter A. Hawkins, Esq., which recently appeared in the Chris- 
tian Advocate, have been issued in tract form, and have already 
had a wide circulation. The tract is entitled, “The Roman Cath- 
olic Church in New York City, and its Relation to the Public Land 
and Public Money.” The indignation of the papal party in 
America has been excited by the publication and circulation of 
this tract. It will, we trust, startle into thoughtfulness and need- 
ful vigilance the apathetic Protestantism of our times. 

The Tract Society has provided for four years a department of 
pastoral service, under the auspices of which the individual 
Churches may organize for the wise and systematic distribution 
-of tracts without incumbering the Church with new and inde- 
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pendent organizations. By the “department of pastoral service ” 
Christian women of the Churches may be set at work; Christian 
business men led to make wise use of their opportunities for scat- 
tering the printed page. Every pastor should organize such aux- 
iliaries in his Church, and thus promote a work never more 
needed than at the present time. There are so many ways in 
which this cause may be advanced by individual Christians; by 
men of business in the details of daily toil; by ministers in per- 
sonal pastoral service; at the communion table; at the week even- 
ing prayer-meeting; at the class-meeting; at the door of the 
church after service; at places of public resort; in letters of 
friendship and business; and in times of affliction. In so many 
ways, and to so many people, the tract enterprise comes with 
large and blessed possibilities. 

The busy press of the irreligious and infidel world cannot be 
neutralized by religious teaching for sixty minutes on the Sabbath 
day. Every one of the agencies that are employed to the injury 
of our young people may be blessed and sanctified for their cult- 
ure and spiritual improvement. Literature must compete with 
literature, good with bad, strong with weak. Cheap papers, 
full of helpful reading, must push out cheap papers that are 
full of fascinating and damaging matter. Cheap books, sound 
and wholesome, must crowd out cheap books that dissipate and 
corrupt. Is there not a wide field for the operations of our Tract 
Society thus opened? Active brains, eager eyes, willing hands 
turn toward us in the Sunday-school, ready to receive what we 
have to give them. 

Under the auspices of the Tract Society a series of cheap books, 
published in the style of the Franklin Square Library, may be of- 
fered to our Sunday-schools. While there will always be a de- 
mand for books substantially bound, the craving for cheap litera- 
ture, now met so largely by the enterprising press outside of the 
Church, should also be met to a large extent by the Christian 
press. It is to be hoped that the Book Agents, during the next 
quadrennium, will see proper to issue a large cheap library of 
books, which, in co-operation with the Sunday-school and general 
book department, will make it possible for our house, East and 
West, to supply reading matter at a lower figure than any other 
house on the continent. 

The attention of the General Conference is called to the fidel- 
ity of the German department of our work, and to the law of the 
Discipline, and the order of the Conference requiring every 
Church to take up a collection for the Tract Society. The ma- 
jority of our German Churches contribute to this cause, the pas- 
tors obeying the Discipline, and giving an opportunity to their 
people. It is a fact that, in our committees, an application for 
aid from a German Church is never refused, because of this well- 
known devotion of the brethren to our great tract interest. Is 
there any process by which the English-speaking department of 
the Church may be incited to similar fidelity ? ; 
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The tract work has been faithfully represented during the 
quadrennium of forty-seven local conferences held in the interest 
of Sunday-school work by the Corresponding Secretary, and at 
sixteen Methodist Episcopal Sunday-school congresses, which have 
been held in all sections of the work, from Basle, in Switzerland, 
to San Francisco, on the Pacific coast. 

The Board hereby acknowledges the thoughtfulness and benefi- 
cence of the late Miss Danser, of New York, who died in 1877, 
leaving a bequest of $10,000 to the Tract Society of the Method- 
ist Episcopal Church, which bequest was received October 
31, 1879. 

Application has often been made by ministers for a full set of 
the tract publications, and the suggestion has more than once 
been made that, if the Tract Society were to send to each minis- 
tera copy of its publications, there would be little difficulty in 
awakening an interest in the work. This full set of our publica- 
tions would cost $7 25; to send all of our ministers such sets 
would cost the Society $68,000—more than the Society has re- 
ceived from the Church during the last quadrennium. To meet 
this demand, however, for better knowledge of the tract issues of 
our press, we have carefully prepared a classified, descriptive, 
tract catalogue, which is sent out freely on application. By this 
our ministers will be able to judge of the contents, size, and price 
of every tract issued by the house. 

Thankful for the blessings which have accompanied the efforts 
of the Tract Board in the past, and commending its interests for 
the future to the guidance of our heavenly Father, and the wise, 
practical sympathy of the Church, we remain, dear fathers and 
brethren, your servants in this good work. 

Levi Scorr, President. 
J. H. Vincent, Cor. Sec., Tract Society M. E. Church. 
J. M. Freeman, Recording Secretary. 


5'7 .— Journal, page 160. 
REPORT OF THE FREEDMEN’S AID SOCIETY. 


To THE GENERAL CONFERENCE OF THE MeEtTuHopisT EPiscopaL 
Cuurcu, ASSEMBLED AT CrncInNnATI, Outo, May 1, 1880. 


Drar Faruers anpD,BRETHREN: With gratitude to God and the 
friends who have contributed so generously to our enterprise in 
behalf of the freedmen, we submit a brief report of our work for 
the past quadrennium. At the last General Conference the Com- 
mittee on Ireedmen presented an able report upon the nature and 
necessity of the educational work undertaken by this Society, and 
submitted the following recommendations, which were adopted 
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with great unanimity and enthusiasm, and have been carefully 
followed by the Board of Managers in the administration of the 
affairs of the Society: 


“In view of the work which must be done for our Church by 
the Freedmen’s Aid Society, in promoting Christian edueation 
among the colored people of the South, your Committee beg 
leave to submit the following recommendations for your adop- 
tion: 

“1. That the Freedmen’s Aid Society retain substantially its 
present organization. 

“2. In view of the importance and extent of the work of this So- 
ciety, that a very large increase of its annual income should be 
contributed by the Church. 

“3. That the Board of Managers of this Society are hereby in- 
structed to apportion the amount annually determined to be 
asked for among the several Annual Conferences. 

“4, That in the management of the funds committed to its 
trust, and the work accomplished, the Freedmen’s Aid Society is 
worthy of the fullest confidence and heartiest support of the 
Church. 

“5. That we commend the collection for this Society to our 
preachers and people, assuring them that no more worthy charity 
calls for their aid, and that no field of Christian effort promises, 
better returns for money and labor expended than this work 
among the freedmen of the South. 

“ DanieL Curry, Chairman, N Y. East Conference. 
“ Joun BraveEn, Secretary, Tennessee Conference.” 


The question of transferring the work undertaken by the 
Freedmen’s Aid Society to the Missionary or Church Extension 
Society was thoroughly discussed by a large and intelligent 
committee, and the conclusion was reached, with scarcely a dis- 
senting voice, that the greatest advantage to all the interests 
concerned could be secured by retaining the present distinct or- 
ganizations of the Church benevolences, and by vigorously prose- 
cuting the specific work undertaken by each. 

On account of the embarrassed condition of the finances of the 
country, and the general depreciation of labor and property for 
the past four years, the Society has not been able to secure the 
large increase of funds contemplated in the action of the General 
Conference; but, as a brighter era has dawned upon the commer- 
cial world, and the revival of business has commenced, and the 
demand for labor and capital increased, it hopes erelong that a 
large increase of collections will be realized, and that the income 
of the society will more closely correspond to the magnitude of 
the work upon which it has entered. It will be seen that the 
General Conference commended the ability and economy with 
which the affairs of this Society have been administered, and the 
vastness of the work accomplished, and assured the Church that 
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the Freedmen’s Aid Society was worthy of the fullest confidence 
and the most liberal support. 


Work OF THE QUADRENNIUM. 


We submit a brief report of what has been accomplished the 
past four years, the amount of money collected, and the pur- 
poses for which it has been expended, trusting that the adminis- 
tration of the affairs of the Society will meet with the approval 
of the Church, which has fostered with so much interest this im- 
portant educational enterprise. 

The following school buildings have been erected during the 
past four years, and views of them may be found in the Twelfth 
Annual Report: ; 

1. The beautiful brick building at the Claflin University. This 
is located at Orangeburgh, South Carolina, in a grove on the line 
of the railroad between Columbia and Charleston. The old school 
edifice, which was destroyed by fire, has been replaced by this 
large brick building, attractive in appearance and commodious in 
arrangement, at a cost of about $12,000, obtained from insurance 
on the old building, the Claflin family, and the Freedmen’s Aid 
Society. 

2. The Bennett Seminary. This is located at Greensborough, 
North Carolina, upon a beautiful elevation commanding a fine 
view of the surrounding country. This school property was a 
gift of the late Lyman Bennett, Esq., of Troy, N. Y., who pur- 
chased this charming site and thirty-one acres of ground adjoin- 
ing, and furnished the money for the erection of this commodious 
building, the whole costing about $16,000. It was through his 
liberality that the school, which now occupies this beautiful 
building, was opened in the unplastered basement of our church 
in the village. He furnished the school a bell with the words 
cast in it: “ Proclaim liberty throughout all the land, unto all the 
inhabitants thereof.” 

3. Haven Normal School, at Waynesborough, Ga., was opened in 
' a building erected for the twofold object of a school and church. 
The school soon outgrew the conveniences of the church, and it 
was found necessary to secure a new building for the accommo- 
dation of the pupils. This county (Burke) is called the black 
belt of Georgia, on account of its large colored population, there 
being two blacks to one white residing in it; and this is the only 
school of any importance for colored youth in this large territory. 
The new building, composed of wood, is sixty-six feet in length, 
thirty-eight in width, and two stories and a half high, and is sit- 
uated ina grove of pine trees near the depot. ‘he first story 
consists of a large school room, furnished with modern desks for 
one hundred scholars, and two good recitation rooms, and the 
second story has ten lodging rooms for the students, with an at- 
tic above. This property cost about $3,000, for which we are 
largely indebted to our lamented Bishop Haven, who took the 
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deepest interest in this enterprise, raised funds in its behalf, and 
contributed liberally himself toward its erection and prosperity. 

4. New buildings for Cookman Institute, at Jacksonville, Fla. 
Our work here had a humble origin. God opened the hearts of 
the people at Ocean Grove to contribute to Florida Methodism 
through the Rev. William B. Osborne, now a missionary in India, 
$200, with which the Rey. 8. B. Darnell, president of the insti- 
tute, erected, on rented ground, our pioneer school-house in the 
land of flowers, where there are fewer schools, in proportion to 
the population, than in any other State in the Union. A choice 
corner lot was purchased, and on it we have commenced the 
erection of buildings for the accommodation of our school, and 
we have secured a school property worth $8,000. These two 
school buildings are built of brick, with metal roofs, furnishing 
accommodations for one hundred and fifty pupils. Ample space 
is reserved on the corner lot for the main building, greatly need- 
ed, to be erected so soon as some benevolent friend or friends 
will contribute the funds for the purpose. 

5. The La Grange Seminary. This school was started by the 
Freedmen’s Aid Society at the close of the war in a rough, un- 
plastered church, destitute of school conveniences. But in those 
days it seemed to the freedmen a palace, whose open doors led 
to intelligence and honor. At length the large number of pupils, 
and the impossibility of properly training them in a dilapidated 
church, made it necessary to erect a school-building. 

We do not claim architectural beauty for the new building. 
The object was to secure the best accommodations for the 
largest number at the least cost. <A large school-room, eighty 
feet by thirty, with wings for recitation-rooms, improved school- 
desks for two hundred and twenty pupils, with blackboards, 
heating apparatus, etc., have been secured at the moderate cost 
of $4,000. The whole building was constructed by the freed- 
men, and not a single blow was struck upon it by any one else. 

6. T'wo substantial brick buildings have been erected for the 
accommodation of the students at the Wiley University, located 
at Marshall, in the north-western part of Texas, a thriving city of 
great commercial importance, and the head-quarters of the Texas 
and Pacific Railroad. It is in the midst of a dense colored popu- 
lation, and is central to the extensive territory included in North 
Texas, North-western Louisiana, and Southern Arkansas, there 
being no other school of high grade for the colored people in 
this whole region. It is a source of deep regret that our finances 
have not allowed us to extend our educational work in Texas as 
this vast population demands. ‘The Texas and West Texas Con- 
ferences are composed chiefly of colored members, with more 
than one hundred and fifty ministers, only a few of whom pos- 
sess the requisite literary qualifications for their responsible 
work. It is difficult to see how we can successfully carry on our 
work in that part of the country, and meet the responsibilities 
that rest upon us, without furnishing increased educational facil- 
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ities for the education of our ministers. We have exchanged our 
farm, which was remote from town, and difficult of access, for a 
fine elevation in the city, with pleasant surroundings, command- 
ing a good view of the country, and have erected on this fine 
site two plain brick edifices, as wings of the main university 
buildings, to be built as soon as the funds for this purpose can 
be secured. These buildings cost $8,500, in addition to the ma- 
terials taken from the old buildings. 

7. The Meharry Medical College. This institution for educat- 
ing physicians is located at Nashville, in connection with the 
Central Tennessee College. The knoll near the college campus 
was purchased for $2,100, and a commodious building of the 
most improved plan, combining the requisites for a medical col- 
lege, has been erected upon it. The college bears the honored 
name of Meharry, and it will be an enduring monument of the 
liberality of the Meharry brothers. 

This is the first college started by the Freedmen’s Aid Society 
for medical students, and it is the only one in the Mississippi 
Valley in which colored young men can have a fair chance to 
acquire a thorough education in medical science. It has gradu- 
ated four classes of promising young men, several of whom have 
already distinguished themselves by a devotion to their profes- 
sion and success in the practice of medicine. 


ScHOOLS. 


The Society has aided in the establishment and support of the 
following schools, six of which have full collegiate powers: 

CuarrERED InstirutTions.—Central Tennessee College, Nash- 
ville, Tenn. Clark University, Atlanta, Ga. Claflin University, 
Orangeburgh, 8. C._ New Orleans University, New Orleans, La, 
Shaw University, Holly Springs, Miss. Wiley University, Mar- 
shall, Texas—6. 

TuEoLoeicaL Scuoorts.—Centenary Biblical Institute, Balti- 
more, Md. Baker Institute, Orangeburgh, 8. C. ‘Thomson Bib- 
lical Institute, New Orleans, La.—3. 

Mepicat CoLLtecEs. — Meharry Medical College, Nashville, 
Tenn.—1. 

InstiruTIONS Nor CuARTERED.— Bennett Seminary, Greens- 
borough, N. C. Cookman Institute, Jacksonville, Fla. Dadeville 
Seminary, Dadeville, Ala, Haven Normal School, Waynesborough, 
Ga. La Grange Seminary, La Grange, Ga. Meridian Academy, 
Meridian, Miss. Rust Normal School, Huntsville, Ala. Walden 
Seminary, Little Rock, Ark. West Texas Conference Seminary, 
Austin, 'l'exas. West Tennessee Seminary, Mason, T’enn.—10. 

Number of pupils taught in our schools this year, 2,510. 
Number of pupils taught in our schools from the commencement, 
60,000. Number of students instructed by our students, about 
500,000. 

The financial statement of the last quadrennium is: Total 
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receipts, $266,243 59. The preceding quadrennial report, which 
embraced three years and four months, was $191,169 89, showing 
an increase in total receipts of the present over the former report 
of $75,173 70. During the past four years $141,856 52 were 
expended in the support of teachers and schools, $61,510 75 in 
real estate. Office expenses, including salary of the Correspond- 
ing Secretary and his traveling expenses, $14,489 44, Salary and 
traveling expenses of agents and clerk hire, $8,416 81. Endow- 
ment fund, $6,400. Aid to young men preparing for the minis- 
try, $4,885. Furniture, repairs, insurance, and interest, $12,026 46. 
Four years ago the Society was in debt $18,028 46, and this 
is now reduced to $9,354 60, which can be liquidated at an 
early date, without greatly interfering with the regular work of 
the Society, by closely adhering to the economical policy inau- 
gurated by the Board. 

The Board of Managers have, from time to time, employed an 
agent, as the necessities of the Society demanded; also ministers 
in the South, to aid the Corresponding Secretary in visiting Con- 
ferences and raising funds, instead of a permanent assistant secre- 
tary. Rev. Isaac J. Lansing, who had been President of the 
Clark University, at Atlanta, Ga., rendered most valuable service 
to our enterprise by earnest and eloquent appeals during his 
agency; and Drs. Fuller and Hartzell visited various Conferences 
in the interest of the Society, and accomplished great good in its 
behalf by their able speeches and writings. 

One of the schools for white pupils in the South, in an embar- 
rassed condition, having sought aid in vain from other institu- 


- tions of the Church, appealed to the Freedmen’s Aid Society for 


relief; and, to protect it from the sheriff, our Society paid the 
debt and saved the school. The Board of Managers submits to 
the General Conference the consideration of the whole subject, 
briefly discussed in the Twelfth Annual Report, page 61, under 
the heading of “ An Exigency Met.” 


FINANCIAL STATEMENT FOR THE QUADRENNIUM. 


Cash in Treasury,-dume:]., UST 5... cleo sees ness acre ee $2 55 
Prom JUVE SUSMOy LO) JULY Wy US TCs. «cscs csv cele cle sia 57,312 56 
POU S WlyelwlSdiGmbOrdIly uly 18 1 Vices, oicie ele clavapiarsial\ alae 70,269 44 
From July 1, 1877, to July 1, 1878... ....cecewsescevses 62,805 52 
From July 1, 1878, to July 1, 1879..~... 20... sce evens 67,237 74 
Badd Hmdow Ment, 21.0.6 = as vice ewes erent seicimeeecsieiare 6,400 00 
Doamivowwalance, dalyel, W816i). 2. .c1sin0+ eee ceee cles 6s 889 64 
Loan to balance, July-1, 1879... cave cicrccisccsecinciiees 1,326 14 

MO tal VOCOIP LS ere asters sey cyelels) oven ielloue ovele\s\ #0! eloistelei siete sits $266,243 59 


REAL ESTATE. 


July 1, 1876, New hall, Nashville, Tenn...... $3,000 00 
sf Pe Niow, Orleans, Wlascie actrees eryelets 2,100 00 
Ly “ Haven Normal School, Waynes- 

borough, Ga... 0%... + die owes 700 00 


40 
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July 1, 1876, Cookman Institute, Jacksonville, 
LN ra due AaaGe POGOe Rad C 500 00— $6,300 00 


July 1, 1877, Clark University, Atlanta, Ga... 10,000 00 
us “ Claflin University, Orangeburgh, 


CLR ie nist iste eccntein oapenelats 1,000 00 
. “ Shaw University, Holly Springs, 
Misein12e cis claptemes otocte eters 3,360 90 
ee “Wiley University, Marshall, Tex. 1,370 00 
, “ Cookman Institute, Jacksonville, 
DIE hers ausciopiyosarehidio.crgine Hao 1,545 50 
Oe “Haven Normal School, Waynes- 
borough Giascieetieelescrectaielers 875 00 
se ‘« Bennett Seminary, Greensbor- 
OU, Nh, Coot hte dokore dol 2,445 00— 20,606 20 
July 1, 1878, Bennett Seminary, Greensbor- 
ORE INS Coocesiccecooccc . 10,000 00 
Y “La Grange Seminary, Ga....... 4,152 00 
a ‘© “Haven Normal School, Waynes- 
INOROU AE Lh one. olaccocmad 405 00 
a ‘* Cookman Institute, Jacksonville, 
EL aay atoteette the iat ees anorevensenetevaner ate’ 400 00 
oe “¢ Wiley University, Marshall, 
: MORAG se totlekoracuese atots tenexogetsvonoloroee 712 55— 15,669 55 
July 1, 1879, Claflin University, Orangeburgh, 
SE Rapes iad ty Behar tees 6,000 00 
Me “Wiley University, Marshall, 
WOXAGE als npetetsters: Meter eels 6,435 00 
‘« Meharry Medical College, Nash- 
Vthlop Vem taretays ehetelauys ssersiste 4,000 00 
w “Bennett Seminary, Greensbor- 
OMA Wei Cyayasoscechc Sooo © eeu OU 
Ye “ Cookman Institute, Jacksonville, 
WE So ckeourmadoon soubowaGS ab 1,000 00— 18,935 00 
$61,510 75 
SALARIES OF TEACHERS AND SCHOOL EXPENSES. 
MSH ram Cal Sil Owpseccyc: wrePeke: cictoferey ieceteisrerersaers std $40,275 14 
SUG HAMAS ls cterd ccs acetare te eters eae exeleecel al otete 34,320 29 
STs GalS CSS tere ete crass acshepeleieietats ener se acieeae 31,085 57 
LSU Oran TS 19 tam. sos loee one eee aati ok 36,175 52-$141,856 52 
SALARY OF CORRESPONDING SECRETARY, OFFICE 
AND TRAVELING EXPENSES. 
TOW OAM OCLSN Gs parc: sietete fates = OtvetetshatenNenerete aces 4,127 85 
MSiGEAM GAS Cir oteresetapencrerstave) sp aned esl os herencvesoie men eee 3,585 91 
Bet SOG :S (Bice, verses. excl aiecshedo steceheve tela stems 3,334 62 
BS HAMM STO) ey ccavnye ucts sasistareietorsie obey teeters veteers 3,441 06— 14,489 44 
Furniture, repairs, insurance, and interest............... 12,026 46 
Printing and POstase:cs ae-s cinta creche tee een eee Tee 5,981 87 
Aid to young men preparing for the ministry........ Goo 4,885 00 
Paidiont old: debt. srcreticas averse coe Sain ete tiie aoe - 10,000 00 
Salary and traveling expenses of agent, and clerk hire.... 8,416 81 
add now Omit... cisistsreice ea aia evercie eee ceiatetteceeee eae ree 6,400 00 
Balance in treasury. armchair ce etetsie tenance ee oes 676 74 
Total disbursements..................- $266,243 59 


CoRRESPONDING SECRETARY. 


When it is remembered that the Corresponding Secretary, in 
addition to the legitimate work of his office, has discharged the 
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duties of field superintendent, which includes the general super- 
vision of all the colleges and schools of the Society scattered over 
the South, the employment of teachers, the purchase of property, 
the erection and repairs of buildings, which in the early history 
of the work required the whole time of an efficient man, it will 
be seen that the funds of the Society have not been expended in 
large salaries, and that its finances have been managed with a 
degree of prudence and economy that would not suffer in com- 
parison with the management of any benevolent organization in 
the Church. 

We take great pleasure, as a Board, in acknowledging the 
devotion and efficiency of our Corresponding Secretary, Rev. 
R. 8. Rust, D.D. We believe that it was a wise Providence 
that gave to this Society, in its organization and development, 
an officer of such marked qualifications for the work. His expe- 
rience as an educator, his profound interest in the people among 
whom he works, and his great financial skill, have been of inesti- 
mable value to us in planting our institutions, in directing in 
their plans of construction, and in determining our systems of 
education. It is but just to him thus to acknowledge our indebt- 
edness to his unfailing industry for much of the success of the 
Society. 

Respectfully submitted by the Board of Managers of the 
Freedmen’s Aid Society of the Methodist Episcopal Church. 

I. W. Witey, President. 


J. M. Warpmn, Secretary. 
May 1, 1880. 


58.—sournal, page 88. 
REPORT OF BOARD OF EDUCATION. 


OFFICERS AND COMMITTEES. 


PresipENT, Bishop Simpson; Recording Secretary, C. A. 
Holmes; Treasurer, Oliver Hoyt; Corresponding Secretary, E. 
O. Haven. 

Sranpinc CommirrreEs. — Finance Committee, C. C. North, 
John Elliott, H. Long; Auditing Committee, J. Elliott, F. Root; 
Committee on Appropriations, J. W. Lindsay, O. Hoyt, D. P. 
Kidder. 


MempBers OF THE Boarp. 


Term expires in 1880, Bishop Thomas Bowman, Rev. John W. 
Lindsay, John Elliott, New York; Oliver Hoyt, Stamford, Conn.; 
Term expires in 1884, Rev. Charles A. Holmes, Rey. E. O. 
Haven, William Clafflin, Newton, Mass.; F. H. Root, Buffalo, 
N. Y. Term expires in 1888, Bishop Matthew Simpson, Rev. 
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D. P. Kidder, Charles C. North, New York; H. Long, Phila- 
delphia. 


Origin oF THE Boarp oF Epvucarion oF THE METHODIST 
EpiscopaL CHURCH. 


The Centenary of American Methodism was celebrated in 
1866. Contributions were made in all parts of the country, 
mostly to promote local enterprises; but a committee, which had 
been appointed by the General Conference of 1864, unanimously 
adopted the following resolution: 

“ Resolved, That all the unspecified funds raised throughout 
the Church be placed in the hands of the Board, to be called the 
Centenary Educational Board of the Methodist Episcopal Church.” 

This resolution was the origin from which the Board of Edu- 
cation of the Methodist Episcopal Church sprung at the begin- 
ning of the second century of Methodism in America. 

The General Conference of 1868 approved the above-men- 
tioned action of the committee of the preceding General Confer- 
ence, and ordered the establishment of a Board of Education. 

It was recommended that the Board be constituted as one of 
the permanent institutions of the Church, to become the perpetual 
custodian of such educational interests as should be committed to 
it. The persons designated as the first members of the Board by 
the General Conference obtained a special charter from the Leg- 
islature and Governor of the State of New York, which is sub- 
joined, together with the Constitution and By-laws, which were 
subsequently adopted. 


CHARTER. 


AN ACT to Establish and Incorporate the Boarp or Epucation 
of the Mernopisr Eriscopan Cuurcu, passed April, 14, 1869. 


The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and 
Assembly, do enact as follows: 


§ 1. Edmund 8. Janes, Calvin Kingsley, John W. Lindsay, 
John M’Clintock, William L. Harris, Thomas Bowman, John 
Elliott, Oliver Hoyt, Charles C. North, Harvey B. Lane, James 
Harlan, Isaac Rich, and their successors in oftice as hereinafter 
provided for, are hereby constituted a body corporate by the 
name and style of “The Board of Education of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church,” and such corporation is and shall be capable 
of purchasing, holding, and conveying such real estate as the 
purpose of said corporation shall require; but the annual income 
of the real estate held by it at any time within the State of New 
York shall not exceed the sum of $30,000. 

§ 2. The object of said corporation shall be to diffuse more 
generally the blessings of education and Christianity throughout 
the United States and elsewhere, under the direction of the Gen- 
eral Conference of the Methodist Episcopal Church. 
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§ 8. The government of the said corporation, and the manage- 
ment of its property, business, and affairs, are hereby vested in 
a Board, which shall consist of twelve Trustees, of whom six 
shall be ministers, two of these bishops, and six laymen, all of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church, of which number five shall be a 
quorum, and competent to act at any regular or adjourned meet- 
ing thereof; and the said Trustees, as such, shall constitute the 
said corporation. 

§ 4. The persons first herein named shall be and act as the 
first Board of Trustees of the said corporation, classified as fol- 
lows, namely: From the first day of May, 1868, for four years: 
Calvin Kingsley, William L. Harris, Harvey B. Lane, Isaac C. 
Rich; for eight years: Edmund 8. Janes, John M’Clintock, 
Charles C. North, James Harlan; for twelve years: John W. 
Lindsay, Thomas Bowman, John Elliott, Oliver Hoyt; and the 
General Conference of the Methodist Episcopal Church at each 
regular session shall elect four Trustees to serve for twelve 
years, to fill the places vacated according to the above classifica- 
tion; provided, however, that all vacancies occurring more than 
six months before the session of the General Conference shall be 
filled by the bishops of said Church; the persons so appointed to 
hold office only up to the time of the General Conference, when 
their places shall be held as vacant, and shall be filled by said 
General Conference; provided, also, that should any one of the 
Trustees of said corporation cease to be a member or minister of 
the Methodist Episcopal Church, his office and membership as 
said Trustee shall at the same time cease. 

§ 5. The Board of Trustees herein provided for shall have 
such power as may be necessary for the management of the 
affairs and property of said corporation not inconsistent with this 
Charter or the rules and regulations of said General Conference, 
and shall make quadrennial reports to that body; and it shall be 
the duty of the Board to receive and securely invest the princi- 
pal of the Centenary Educational Fund of the Methodist Episco- 
pal Church whenever the same shall be committed to it by the 
persons, officers, or Board now haying the same in charge, and to 
appropriate the interest only, from time to time, to the following 
purposes, namely: hd 

To aid young men preparing for the foreign missionary work 
of the Methodist Episcopal Church; to aid young men preparing 
for the ministry of the Methodist Episcopal Church—these two 
objects to be reached through the Missionary Society, the Bish- 
ops, and such educational societies of the Church as may be ap- 
proved by the Board: 

To the aid of the biblical or theological schools now in existence, 
and of such others as may, with the approval of the General Confer- 
ence of the Methodist Episcopal Church, hereafter be established: 

To the aid of the universities, colleges, or academies now exist- 
ing under the patronage of said Church, or which may hereafter 
be established: 
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Provided, That no appropriation shall be made by the Board 
at any time for building purposes, whether for biblical schools, 
or for universities, colleges, or academies; and provided, further, 
that no university, college, or academy not now in existence shall 
be aided by the Board, unless the Board shall first have been 
consulted, and shall have approved of the establishment and or- 
ganization of such institution. 

All future contributions to the fund shall be held in trust by 
the Board for the aid of needy and worthy young persons seek- 
ing an education, or for such specific educational purposes as the 
donors shall direct. 

It shall also be the duty of said Board of Education to receive, 
separately invest, and augment the Sunday-school Children’s 
Fund commenced during the Centenary year, which shall be ad- 
ministered according to its original design, namely, by appro- 
priating the interest only to assist meritorious Sunday-school 
scholars in obtaining a more advanced education. Each Annual 
Conference shall share in the annual proceeds of this fund propor- 
tionately to the number of Sunday-school children under its care; 
provided, no Conference shall share in the proceeds of money con- 
tributed hereafter, which shall not taxe annual collections in 
behalf of this fund in the Sunday-schools within the bounds of 
said Conference. The beneficiaries within the bounds of each 
Annual Conference shall be selected in such manner as said Confer- 
ence shall direct. The Board shall also serve as a general agency 
of the Church in behalf of ministerial and general education. It 
shall recognize as auxiliaries all educational societies now existing 
within the Church, and which may be hereafter formed, on con- 
dition that such societies send an annual report of their statistics 
to the Board. Any Annual Conference may form an Educational 
Society, auxiliary to said Board of Education, with the under- 
standing that all collections or contributions for educational pur- 
poses made by order of said Conference shall be appropriated at 
its discretion. All contributions to permanent funds made by 
order of an Annual Conference may be held and administered by 
the conference auxiliary if it be incorporated, and if not, shall be 
forwarded to said Board of Education, to be held in trust for the 
purposes specified by the donors. 

The Board shall seek to promote the cause of education 
throughout the Church by collecting and publishing statistics, by 
furnishing plans for educational buildings, and by giving counsel 
with regard to the location and organization of new institutions; 
and shall also have authority to constitute a general agency for 
communication between teachers desiring employment and those 
needing their services. 

§ 6. The said Trustees, at the first meeting of the said Board, 
and annually thereafter, shall organize said Board by the election 
from their number of a President, Secretary, and Treasurer; and 
shall have power to adopt and enforce a Constitution, and such 
by-laws, rules, and regulations, not inconsistent with the Consti- 
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tution or laws of this State, or of the United States, as may be 
deemed advisable for the government of the business and affairs 
of said corporation, and for the regulation of the action of the 
said Board, its officers and agents, in the discharge of its and 
their duties, in fully executing and carrying into effect the ob- 
jects, intents, and purposes of this act; but the acts of the said 
Trustees, as such, shall be subject at all times, and subordinate, 
to the directions and instructions of said General Conference 
relative thereto. 

§ 7. The said corporation shall be capable of taking, receiv- 
ing, or holding any real estate by virtue of any devise contained 
in any last will and testament of any person whomsoever; sub- 
ject, however, to all provisions of law now existing as to devises 
and bequests by last will and testament, and to the limitation 
expressed in the first section of this act as to the aggregate 
amount of such real estate; and the said corporation shall be also 
competent to act as a Trustee in respect to any devise or bequest 
pertaining to the object of said corporation; and devises and be- 
quests of real or personal property may be made directly to said 
corporation, or in trust for any of the purposes comprehended in 
the general objects of said Society; and such trusts may continue 
for such time as may be necessary to accomplish the purposes for 
which they may be created. 

§ 8 The said corporation shall also possess the general 
powers, and be subject to the liabilities, specified in and by the’ 
third title of chapter eighteen of the first part of the Revised 
Statutes of the State of New York. 

§ 9. This act shall take effect immediately. 


CONSTITUTION. 
ARTICLE I.—OBJECT AND DESIGN. 


The object of this Board is to promote theological and general 
education in the Methodist Episcopal Church under the condi- 
tions prescribed by the Charter and by the General Conference 
of the Methodist Episcopal Church. 


ARTICLE II.—TRUSTEES,. 
The Board shall consist of twelve Trustees, chosen as provided 
in the Charter, § 4, and with the powers and duties prescribed 
in the Charter, §$ 5, 6, 7, and 8. 


ARTICLE IIl.—OFFICERS. 

The officers of this Board shall consist of a President, Secre- 
tary, and Treasurer, to be elected annually at the meeting in 
December. Besides these officers the Board may appoint such 
other officers or agents, paid or unpaid, as may from time to time 
be necessary.in the judgment of the Board to carry out its ob- 
jects. The duties of all the officers shall be prescribed by the 
by-laws. 
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- All elections shall be by ballot, unless the ballot be dispensed 
with by a vote of two thirds of the members present and voting. 


ARTICLE IV.—QUORUM. 


Five members of the Board shall constitute a quorum for the 
transaction of business at all meetings of the Board. 


ARTICLE V.—FINANCE COMMITTEE. 

There shall be annually appointed three members of the Board 
who shall .constitute the Standing Committee on Finance, to 
whose care and management shall be intrusted the funds of the 
corporation, the fixing and changing the official bonds of the 
Treasurer, and the proper investment and appropriation of the 
moneys and revenues of the corporation, under the direction of 
the Board of Trustees; and no’ investment of securities shall be 
changed by the Treasurer without the consent of a majority of 
this committee first obtained by resolution adopted at a regular 
meeting thereof; and minutes of all the proceedings of the Fi- 
nance Committee shall be kept and submitted to the stated meet- 
ings of the Board of Trustees for approval. 


ARTICLE VI.—AUXILIARY SOCIETIES. 


§ 1. Auy Annual Conference or associate Conferences may 
form an Education Society auxiliary to the Board of Education, 
with the understanding that all collections or contributions for 
educational purposes, made to such Education Society, shall be 
appropriated at its own discretion. All contributions to perma- 
nent funds made by order of an Annual Conference may be held 
and administered for the purposes specified by the donors. 

§ 2. All auxiliary societies are required to send annually a 
report of their doings to this Board. 


ARTICLE VII.—SUNDAY-SCHOOL FUND. 

§ 1. It shall be a special interest and duty of this Board to 
augment the Sunday-School Children’s Fund, commenced during 
the Centenary year, and to appropriate its proceeds according to 
the directions of the Charter, and of the General Conference. 

§ 2. No Conference shall share in the proceeds of money 
contributed hereafter to this fund which shall not direct that 
annual collections be taken up in its behalf in the Sunday-schools 
within the bounds of said Conference, according to the recom- 
mendation of the General Conference, fixing on the second Sun- 
day in the month of June as the Children’s Day; said collection 
to be taken on that day if possible, and if not, on such other day 
as may be found practicable. 


ARTICLE VIII.—OF CHANGES IN THE CONSTITUTION. 
The Board of Trustees may, at any stated meeting, or at a 
special meeting called for the purpose, make amendments to this 
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Constitution not inconsistent with the Charter, provided that 
such amendment or amendments shall have been proposed at a 
previous meeting, and shall be passed by an affirmative vote of 
two thirds of the Board, 


SUBSEQUENT HISTORY. 


The Board of Education adopted the above Constitution De- 
cember 30, 1869. 

It was found that but little of the money was undesignated 
that had been contributed at the various meetings held in the 
celebration of the Centenary. The “Children’s Offering for Ed- 
ucation,” collected in the various Sunday-schools, amounted to 
$56,674 40, and the “General Educational Fund,” amounted to 
$9,155 32. As these funds are similar in their object, both were 
invested together, and the Board entered upon no action during 
that quadrennium. 

The General Conference of 1872 elected a Corresponding Secre- 
tary of the Board, and made the following additions to the Dis- 
cipline (page 247, sec. 4, 5,): 

“Tt shall be the duty of each preacher in charge of a circuit 
or station to take one public collection annually in each Society 
in aid of the work of education. The money so received shall be 
paid over to such auxiliary of the Board of Education as the An- 
nual Conference may direct, or, in the absence of Annual Confer- 
ence directions, to the Treasurer of the parent Board.” 

“Jt is recommended that the second Sunday in June be every- 
where observed as ‘Children’s Day,’ and that wherever practi- 
cable a collection be taken in the Sunday-school in aid of the 
Sunday-school Fund of the Board of Education.” 

In 1872 EK. ,O. Haven was elected Corresponding Secretary, 
and immediately entered upon the duties as prescribed in the 
Constitution. Nearly all the Conferences were visited in the 
course of two years, and many Conference Education Societies 
auxiliary to the Board of Education were organized. The atten- 
tion of the Churches and Sunday-schools was called to the ob- 
servance of Children’s Day; the funds were increased so as in 
the aggregate to reach $102,000, and the income was devoted to 
the assistance of needy students who were desirous of obtaining 
an education in preparation for service in the mission fields or in 
the ministry at home, or in some cases for general Christian use- 
fulness outside of the ministry. 

Toward the close of the quadrennium, the Corresponding Sec- 
retary, with the consent of the Board, deemed it best under the 
peculiarly oppressive financial difficulties of that time, to accept 
another office and to relieve the Board of all expense for his 
salary, and for the past six years has served without salary, 
attending only to the most pressing duties of the office. — 

During the eight years of office, the Corresponding Secretary 
has received the following sums of money from the ‘Treasurer, 


“@ 
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which, according to the principles approved by the Board, were 
to be distributed to needy and worthy students: 


Ta S Sis... a ete ors evoreisss stele Venlo: etelelel sheters avelayeratehajerete ia areieonstels $300 00 
GS OTA 8 cine olen an Ske OSE 4,477 00 
Be LST hsvalele ie cca bn SOR ete BOSS CEE eee 10,095 00 
He PBYG\ onc id cos Oo 4 aioe ae ee er 8,554 56 
Mb TBM nace accessors hae dea GO A SRST ee ee ts ciets 7,626 50 
HE TRUS ec Vase eanetea atria ence meen am rere earns 7,786 14 
ROUT Louis ciercten eaten ao nome ee er eae 8,217 00 
HEY BRO das oe Fase NOT eS on Re ee 4,000 00 

$51,056 20 
Expenses of stationery, writing, postage, and printing.... 610 59 

$50,445 61 


This entire balance of upward of $50,000 has been distributed 
among about six hundred students in more than forty academies, 
colleges, and theological schools. No partiality has been shown 
in this distribution, and no regard had to complexion or caste of 
any kind. We have aimed to help merely students of our own 
Church who were seeking an education for the ministry, or, at 
least, to increase their usefulness in the Christian Church. The 
names of all aided have not reached me, but I have on my list at 
present five hundred and fifty-three names. Among them are 
about twenty names of young ladies. A goodly number of the 
young men have completed their education, and are members of 
Conferences, and nine are known to be missionaries in some of 
our foreign fields. Within a year or two we shall have at least 
enough of our beneficiaries in the ministry to form an average- 
sized Annual Conference, besides having as many more professed 
Christians engaged in teaching, in the practice of medicine, and 
in other occupations in which their education will render them 
more useful. Such are the first-fruits of the Board of Education. 


FUNDS OF THE BOARD. 


The two funds, the Sunday-School Children’s Fund and the 
General Education Fund, together amount to $102,000, and are 
invested at six per cent. annual interest. 

In 1877 the Rev. James M. Jameson, D.D., of the Ohio Con- 
ference, deeded to the Board of Education thirty-nine lots of 
land, each thirty feet wide and one hundred and sixty nine feet 
long, in the city of Columbus, Ohio, on condition that the lots be 
sold or rented within ten years, and the principal to be invested, 
and the income to be used to assist, by loan, worthy and needy 
students of the Methodist Episcopal Church. ‘The land is not yet 
sold, and the real value of the property cannot well be estimated, 
as it is in a part of the city not yet fully developed. Whatever 
it shall prove to be will be used according to the conditions of 
the donation. The proceeds are to be known as “The Moore- 
Jameson Educational Loan Fund.” 

A superannuated minister and his wife have also given to the 
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Board $5,000 on condition that an annuity of $350 be paid to 
them annually, or to the survivor during life. 

The Board is prepared to receive all such donations and be- 
quests, and faithfully execute the wishes of the donors in the 
promotion of education, as connected with our Church. Inas- 
much as the Board of Education will never cease to exist, and, 
from the nature of things, the demand for education will always 
exist, there can be no safer and better use of property than this. 


THE DEMAND FOR AID TO STUDENTS. 


Few that are not connected with our higher schools can have 
any adequate idea of the demand for assistance, or of the great 
good that can be effected by a little timely aid to needy young 
men and women who seem to be influenced by the purest motives 
to seek an education. The most of them are destitute of money, 
and, if they are compelled to earn enough to meet their expenses 
while attending school, will consume from ten to fifteen years in 
the work, and then find it most unsatisfactorily done. One hun- 
dred dollars a year loaned to them for from two to eight years 
will enable them, with much self-denial and hard labor, to pre- 
pare for their life-work. Our Wesleyan brethren in Great Brit- 
ain support all the needy students in the various branches of 
their theological institution. Other denominations do the same 
thing. More than half of the university students in Great Brit- 
ain are sustained by “exhibitions” and other funds, and three 
fourths, if not all, of the other half are supported by their parents 
or friends. It is largely so among other denominations in this 
country. It is not too much to say that the chief reliance of the 
Roman Catholics in America is in their schools, in which, on cer- 
tain conditions, any needy student can receive support without 
any personal expense and such an education as they give. It is 
possible for Methodists to be so squeamish and proud on this sub- 
ject as to injure the cause of God and exhibit folly rather than 
bravery. Sound common sense, according to the estimation of 
the vast majority of men competent to have an opinion on the 
subject, requires that these young people should receive a proper 
and discriminating assistance. John Wesley was a beneficiary 
student in academy, college, and university, and with his sagacity 
advocated the practice by words and work as long as he lived. 
Let us profit by his example. 


THE CHILDREN’S DAY. 


The day designated as “Children’s Day,” the second Sunday 
in June, bids fair not only to be universally celebrated in our 
Churches, but to be “adopted by nearly all the other denomina- 
tions. Its original object among us was, as it still continues to 
be, to give the Sunday-schools an opportunity specially to rejoice 
in the goodness of God as shown in the appointment of spring, 
the season of buds and blossoms and promises and newly-cre- 
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ated life. On this day above all others let the attention of the 
people in the Sunday-schools be called to the value of systematic 
education, and the schools will rejoice to contribute to the Sun- 
day-School Children’s Fund, which belongs to the whole Church, 
and will be impartially used, especially to help those who are 
qualifying themselves to be missionaries or ministers. 


OTHER FUNCTIONS OF THE BOARD. 


It was proper that the charter of the Board of Education 
should be made sufficiently broad to enable it to enter upon any 
conceivable and judicious educational enterprise, and therefore 
we find among its purposes the following: 

“To the aid of the biblical or theological schools now in exist- 
ence, and of such others as may, with the approval of the General 
Conference of the Methodist Episcopal Church, hereafter be 
established; 

“To the aid of the universities, colleges, or academies now ex- 
isting under the patronage of said Church, or which may here- 
after be established.” 

The Board of Edueation has never begun such labor, for the 
reason that it would require an annual income of many hundreds 
of thousands, if not millions, of dollars, to do any efticient work 
of this kind in our great territory, and would require a staff of 
laborers and an expense that would not have been met. 

It is doubtful whether the Church needs, or could profitably 
work, an “ Academy and College Extension Society.” Any com- 
munity that really needs an academy or college will probably at 
least lay the foundation of one, and secure a good beginning. 
It would be chimerical, and too enormous to be practical, to un- 
dertake to endow all needed institutions of learning through the 
treasury of our central Board of Education. 

The chief functions of the Board in this direction should be 
moral, advisory, and subsidiary. Representing as it does the 
whole Church, its income should justify the employment, at least, 
of one Corresponding Secretary, or executive oflicer, who should 
devote all his time to its interest. He should gather and publish 
to the Church thorough and important statistics and general in- 
formation of the entire educational field, and all accomplished, 
together with such recommendations as the Board should approve. 
Where a new institution might seem to be needed, a full deserip- 
tion of the facts and necessities should be made. Certain impar- 
tial regulations should be laid down, according to which the in- 
come of the Board should be distributed, mostly, it is presumed, 
for a long time yet, for the assistance of needy students. 

Also, by the advice of the Board, a good degree of uniformity 
in the courses of study, and in the gradations of students and re- 
quirements for degrees, could be recommended, which might 
greatly aid the Church. It might even be hoped that, as the 
Church enlarges in numbers and wealth and enterprise, certain 
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plans of co-operation and consolidation could be devised and rec- 
ommended, which would give to our great denomination a true 
system of education worthy of its opportunity and ability. 

An annual report, which should embody the facts and the de- 
mands, would be of great help to our Church and to all our 
schools. ; 

But, to accomplish this end, there must be a sufficient current 
expenditure of means. It could not be done by a man the most 
of whose time was absorbed in the detail of personal correspond- 
ence with hundreds of beneficiaries, and hundreds more not 
accepted, and in the constant visitation of Conferences and 
Churches, and in numerous personal solicitations’ for contribu- 
tions. To fill out so noble an ideal the ministers with their so- 
cieties must arise in their majesty and heartily embrace educa- 
tion, like the missionary enterprise, as an essential element of 
their gospel work. 

Toward this our whole denomination needs to be moved and 
guided. We must study the Board of Education, and see what 
its functions really are: partly to receive and execute trusts; 
partly to employ a great moral leadership. It must not be ex- 
pected to build or endow schools by its own strength, or to pay 
the salaries of teachers, or to exert any power not given to it. 
And yet, beginning with the second century of American Meth- 
odism, not with ambitious professions, but with an earnest pur- 
pose to grow into great usefulness, it expects to report an increase 
of means and of labor with every quadrennium, and to continue 
to execute faithfully every trust committed to it, long as the 
world and the Church shall last. 

All of which is respectfully submitted, 

EK. O. Haven, 
Cor. Sec. of the Board of Education of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church. 
Cincinnati, O., May 1, 1880. 


59.—sJournal, page 166, 


REPORT OF GARRETT BIBLICAL INSTITUTE. 


Fatuers anp Breruren: Faithful to the requirement laid 
upon us by the General Conference in 1856, we respectfully pre- 
sent our Report for the quadrennium ending in May, 1880. 

We record with gratitude the continuance of a good store of 
blessings to our institution by divine Providence. Some trials 
we have suffered; but, without exception, life and fair health 
have been continued to trustees, instructors, and students—a fact 
of much importance, as indicating the healthfulness of the school’s 
location. 

While financial pressure has been severe, the internal condition 
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of the school has been permitted to hold an even course of pros- 
perity and usefulness. The income from rentals, on which we 
depend for support, began at the opening of the quadrennium 
seriously to fall off, as was the way of all business in city and 
country; but the professors boldly resolved to live within the 
means of the school, and as thoroughly as possible carry on the 
work of instruction in their several departments. The school, 
meanwhile, has fully maintained its average number of students, 
and has sent out a larger number of graduates than ever before 
in any one quadrennium. We believe the quality of religious 
life, alike with that of theological discipline and instruction, has 
suffered no abatement. 

We strive to maintain inviolate the principle of admitting stu- 
dents, namely: the law enacted by the General Conference in 
1856, that no student shall be admitted not licensed to preach 
or not otherwise indorsed by a Quarterly Conference as a proper 
person to study for the Christian ministry; and we are gratified 
to say that, so far as already observed, very rarely has an im- 
proper person been imposed on the school. 

The need exists still of means to aid, in prudent measure, most 
worthy and promising but indigent young men. We avail our- 
selves, however, of this opportunity to thank the Board of Edu- 
cation for such supply of aid as they have been able to appropri- 
ate year by year. 

Nearly eleven hundred students have been under training in 
this school of the prophets during its history. The number for 
the quadrennium were as follows: 


Year. In Theology. Graduated, 
Gi Tieverepoterd whe ste shevelenaveleravccsiee 83 : gE: 
Wott teln cra eu tome ody DOO Ome 98 24 

WG TO Sr reraden scot state: chetsteyedirex sicker ste 80 18 
USS eersdeveys ote revsietes sacs toeieh asta 68 14 


To these in column first twenty-six are to be added of students 
who took theology in part, but, for want of preparation, were not 
matriculated entire. 

Of the above graduates, with some non-graduates, many are 
engaged in missionary and pastoral work in distant fields lying in 
Dakotah, Wyoming, Montana, Nebraska, Kansas, Texas, Mexico, 
Washington Territory, Oregon, and Japan. 

The Faculty of Instruction, as now constituted, are: 

_ Rev. William X. Ninde, D.D., President and Professor of Prac- 
tical Theology. 

Rey. Henry Bannister, D.D., Professor of Exegetical Theology. 

Rev. Miner Raymond, D.D., Professor of Systematic Theology. 

Rev. Francis D. Hemenway, D.D., Professor of Hebrew and 
Biblical Literature. 

Professor R. L. Cumnock, A.M., Instructor in Elocution. 

Grant Goopricu, Pres. Board of Trustees. 


Orrineron Lunt, Sec. and Treas. 
Evanston, Itu., May 5, 1880. 
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60.—Journal, page 327, 
REPORT OF DREW THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY. 


Accorpine to disciplinary requirement, I submit herewith a re- 
port of the Drew Theological Seminary as to its present condi- 
tion and its history during the last four years. In March, 1876, 
the Endowment Fund of $250,000 was lost to the Seminary 
through the failure of the late Daniel Drew, Esq. His total gifts 
amounted to about $600,000, and yet he was unable to make sure 
the permanent fund which he hoped to supply. What he did 
contribute, however, in the way of buildings, grounds, and a val- 
uable library, entitles him to the grateful memory of our whole 
Church. The Endowment Fund has been restored, and now 
amounts to $311,000. This has been brought to pass without the 
employment of a financial agent or the mortgaging of any of the 
property. The following professorships have been established: 

1. The Stout Professorship.—Endowed by the gift of $40,900 
by A. V. Stout, Esq., of New York. 

2. The Cobb Professorship.—This is an endowment of $40,000 
given by the heirs of the late Hon. George T. Cobb, of New 
Jersey. 

3. vihe Philadelphia Professorship.—Endowed by citizens of 
Philadelphia. To the untiring efforts of Charles Scott, Esq., is 
largely due this important result—a fund amounting to $57,000. 

4. The M Clintock Professorship.—Named in honor of the first 
President of the Seminary, the late Rev. Dr. John M’Clintock, 
This fund amounts to $40,000, and was raised by the noble efforts 
of an association of ladies, with Mrs. General Clinton B. Fisk as 
President. 

5. The Janes Memorial Professorship.—This fund amounts to 
$41,000, and has been contributed chiefly by ministers of our 
Church, and by over twenty congregations in the Newark Con- 
ference, and two congregations in the New Jersey Conference. 

6. The Trustee Professorship.—This has been contributed by 
the Trustees of the Seminary, and amounts to $50,000. 

Sums of various sizes have been contributed which have not 
been classified as yet. Among these may be mentioned $20,000, 
given by Mrs. P. L. Bennett, of Wilkesbarre, Pa. 

The Trustees have not permitted any debt to accumulate, and 
have employed no financial agent, and have kept the current ex- 
penses paid up by their own subscriptions, the public being called 
upon to contribute to the Endowment Fund alone. There have 
been in attendance at the Seminary an average of 105 students a 
year, 50 per cent. of whom are graduates of our leading colleges 
and universities. Important additions have been made to the 
Library. Among these may be mentioned the “Osborn Collec- 
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tion of Early Methodist Literature,” whicli has just arrived from 
England. This valuable literary collection was the property of 
Rey. Dr. George Osborn, of England, and consists of works an- 
notated by Wesley, a number of his own manuscripts, many vol- 
umes of first editions of all the earliest Methodist writers. It is 
the best collection of rare works on Methodism extant, and is 
the gift of Anderson Fowler, Esq., of New York, son-in-law of 
Rev. William Arthur, of England. 

All the five departments of instruction in the Seminary have 
been sustained during the financial reverses of the past four years. 
There have been, in the history of the institution, about 275 
graduates, who are now connected with our home Conferences 
and our various mission fields. As the Seminary begins now a 
new stage in its history, its officers and friends commend it anew 
to the prayers and sympathies of the whole Church. To the 
ministers and laymen throughout the land who have appreciated 
the work it has been striving to do, namely, to train young men 
for the effective preaching of the Gospel, we return our sincere 
thanks for the gifts they have made toward placing this Semi- 
nary of sacred learning on a firm foundation for all the future 
years. Joun F. Hurst, President. 

May 25, 1880. 


+e —_____ 
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REPORT OF BOSTON SCHOOL OF THEOLOGY. 


To tHE BisHors anD MremBers oF THE GENERAL CONFERENCE 
oF THE Meruopist EpriscopaL Cuurcu. 


Dear Farurrs anp Breturen: The Trustees of Boston Uni- 
versity respectfully submit the following report of the progress 
and condition of the School of Theology under their care. 

First of all, we would gratefully acknowledge the gracious 
providence of God, manifest in the fact, that during the four 
years no change has occurred in the working members of the 
Faculty of the School. Neither disease, nor death, nor providen- 
tial exigencies of any sort have been permitted to break into the 
plans and work of those whose duty it is to shape and impart the 
regular instruction, and on whom, more than any others, the re- 
sponsibility of the training of our young ministers rests. They 
have been permitted annually to review their methods, to recast 
whatever could be improved, and in many ways to profit by ex- 
perience. Clearly perceiving that a brief three years’ course 
cannot include all desirable branches of any professional train- 
ing, it has been their study to determine the best possible selec- 
tion, and to make the instruction in that selection as complete 
and formative as practicable. 

Partly in consequence of the constantly improving standard of 
scholarship on the part of the students, and partly by means of a 


1880.] Report of Boston School of Theology. 641 


liberal introduction of time-saving appliances—such as the use of 
privately printed lectures and syllabuses, ‘‘ polygraphed ” classi- 
fications, tabulations, book-lists, review-questions, etc.—it has 
been possible to enlarge the curriculum at various points, and to 
improve it throughout. Many of these improvements have cost 
the instructor no inconsiderable additional labor, but the price 
has been cheerfully paid. 

The most noteworthy and valuable additions to the instruction 
during the quadrennium are: 

1. A new course in Biblical Introduction for students in the 
junior year. Experience had shown the existence of a pressing 
need for a somewhat elementary and general course in this study 
as a preparation for the more advanced and detailed instructions 
of the Exegetical Chair. 

2. A course on the History of Philosophy in its Relations to 
Christian Theology for students in the senior year. Impor- 
tant as is this course in itself, it perhaps finds its highest justi- 
fication in that organic relation in which it stands to the en- 
tire course, by virtue of which it is at once a review of Inter- 
nal Church History, and especially of the History of Doctrine 
from a fresh point of view, a reswmé of the coincidents and an- 
tagonisms of Christian and anti-Christian thought, and a prope- 
deutic both to Christian Apologetics and to the Philosophy of 
Religion. 

3. New and more extended courses of instruction and training 
in Elocution and Oratory. Ever since the removal of this School 
to Boston, elocutionary instruction and drill have been a promi- 
nent feature of its curriculum. For many years all classes, in a 
body, have enjoyed the training of skillful teachers for a consid- 
erable portion of the year, and the Senior Class additional per- 
sonal and special instruction every week. The past year, how- 
ever, for the first time, progressive courses for each class 
separately, and running through the entire year, have been pro- 
vided. by this arrangement the work of each year in this de- 
partment can be adjusted to that of the succeeding, and a 
natural and philosophic order of instruction maintained. The 
unusual amount of instruction imparted causes it to be more 
justly appreciated, while its continuousness throughout the three 
years’ course, from year’s end to year’s end, secures the best pos- 
sible result. 

In the way of lecture courses, delivered by distinguished non- 
resident lecturers, somewhat less has been done than during the 
four years preceding our last report. This has been due, in part, 
to the dithiculty of finding further lecturers of the same eminence 
as those previously employed; in part to the disturbance which 
such courses always necessitate in the regular work of the School; 
in part to the similar courses which were constantly in progress 
in connection with “The Monday Lectureship,” the Lowell Insti- 
tute, etc.; in part to the rigid economy with which we have been 
compelled to administer the entire University. Every year, 
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however, the School has had a great variety of single addresses 
and lectures, and among the extraordinary courses special men- 
tion should be made of that given by the Rev. Daniel Curry, 
S.T.D., LL.D., on “The Christian Doctrine of Sin;” that of ex- 
President Mark Hopkins, 8.T.D., LL.D., on “The Scriptural Idea 
of Man;” that on “ Mind in its Relations to Matter,” by Professor 
J.S. Jewell, M.D., of Chicago; that on “The Relations of The- 
ology and Ethics,” by President E. G. Robinson, SDs bias 
of Brown University; that on “The Concessions of Liberalists 
to Orthodoxy,” by the Rev. Daniel Dorchester, 8.T.D., (since 
published;) and that on “The Philosophy of Theism,” by Pro- 
fessor B. P. Bowne, A.M., (since published under the title of 
“Studies in Theism.”) Many of the free courses of the Lowell 
Institute have been precisely in lines best adapted to supplement 
the instruction of the School. Such were the courses given by 
Mr. Gage, illustrative of late explorations and discoveries in the 
Holy Land; by General Cesnola, on “The Antiquities of Cyprus;” 
by Dr. Selah Merrill, on “The Cuneiform Inscriptions of Chaldea 
and Assyria;” by Dr. Diman, on “ The Theistic Argument;” by Mr. 
Spaulding, on “Rome, its Pagan and Christian Archeology;” by 
James Freeman Clarke, on “ The Comparative History of Relig- 
ions,” and others. 

Our School of Theology is probably the only one in the world 
under whose roof there is held each week a ministerial confer- 
ence, or pastoral union, including more than a hundred clergy- 
men in active service in and about a great city. In the sessions 
of this body the practical side of the work of the ministry is 
brought out and illustrated as no lecturer could do it, however 
fresh from the field. Here current events are discussed by: keen- 
eyed students of their bearing upon the cause and kingdom of 
Jesus Christ. Here the new and ever-changing phases of popu- 
lar sentiment touching moral reforms are promptly reported, and 
expedient modes of meeting them considered. Here representa- 
tives of special interests of the Church from all quarters of the 
globe are heard, and bidden God-speed. Nor are the profound- 
est themes of theology by any means omitted; and when pre- 
sented, they are discussed by able debaters in the light of per- 
sonal pastoral experience. Attendance upon the stated exercises 
of such a body of pastors, and other ministers, as make up the 
Boston Methodist Preachers’ Meeting, affords the student a sin- 
gularly effective initiation into his future work. 

During the four years under review, the entering classes have 
averaged alittle over thirty-two, the graduating classes twenty-two. 
The average number in all classes the four years has been ninety. 
_ Early in the quadrennium, nearly all our Conferences report- 
Ing an over-supply of candidates, it was decided to introduce 
new requisites for admission, in the case of non-graduates of col- 
leges. Until 1877, and including that year, the entrance exam- 
ination of this class covered only the ordinary English branches, 
and a fair reading ability in Latin and Greek prose. Now it was 
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required that all candidates for admission, unless graduates of a 
college, with a literary degree, should pass a rigid written exam- 
ination in all the subjects and authors customarily required for 
admission to the classical course in American colleges, and should 
show that by reason of age or other circumstances, they could 
not wisely attempt to acquire a classical education before seeking 
admission to the School of Theology. An equally high minimum 
requirement for admission is not known to exist in any other the- 
ological school of any denomination in America. By reason of 
the brevity of the time from the announcement of the new requi- 
sition till their enforcement—six months—the class entering in 
1878 was considerably smaller than usual, but since that time the 
results of the new rule seem altogether favorable. Its operation 
upon the Theological School is advantageous, inasmuch as it gives 
the instructors better prepared and more homogeneous classes. 
Its operation as respects the colleges is favorable, since many 
who otherwise would not be induced to attempt a college course, 
finding themselves prepared for admission either to college or to 
the School of Theology, are easily persuaded to enter the former, 
and trust Providence for the means to take the theological course 
afterward. Its beneficial effect upon our conference seminaries 
is obvious, since it enables them to retain throughout their full 
course many students who need to pursue academic studies, but 
who, were our requisitions for admission less advanced, would be 
drawn away from the conference seminary by the proffer of free 
rooms and free tuition at the School of Theology. Finally, as 
respects the candidates themselves, and the Church which they 
are preparing to serve, the working of the arrangement is so 
beneficent that the gain would be great could all theological sem- 
inaries unite in adopting it. 

In our report four years ago mention was made of the attend- 
ance of a few young women, duly qualified as to scholarship, and 
duly licensed as local preachers in the Methodist Episcopal 
Church. During the first year of the quadrennium which has 
since elapsed three were in attendance, during the second year 
three, during the third year two, and during the fourth year five. 
In all, seven have been admitted to instruction. Of these, two— 
neither of whom were members of our Church, and one of whom 
was the wife of a minister—took only select studies. Of the re- 
maining five, three are at ‘the present time regular members of 
the Senior, Middle, and Junior classes respectively, and two have 
been graduated and are now in charge of Churches. To the abil- 
ity, earnestness, and devotion of these students the Faculty have 
repeatedly borne witness. They believe themselves called of God 
to the ministry of the word. The Conferences which have 
licensed them have solemnly declared their conviction to be the 
same. 

The New England Conference memorializes the General Con- 
ference, asking that their eligibility to orders may be placed upon 
the same ground as in the case of other candidates, A meeting 
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of the alumni of the school, held at the seat of the New England 
Conference, concurred by a vote of twenty to one in the same 
petition. All Methodist history has been one grand illustration 
of the apostolic word that “ Where the Spirit of the Lord is there 
is liberty.” Prophets and apostles long ago announced that in 
the latter days our daughters should prophesy. Even the other 
learned professions are now open to all qualified women. The 
day for withholding knowledge from any class of human beings 
for their good, or for the good of society, is long past. We feel, 
therefore, that we should be poor administrators of a great educa- 
tional trust did we not cordially sympathize with and adopt the 
policy of freedom and impartiality in this as in other departments 
of our University. 

Since our last report the missionary interest has been well sus- 
tained. The present is the eleventh year that a regular weekly 
missionary lecture has been a feature of the School. In the direct- 
ory of missionaries appended to the Report of the Missionary 
Society of our Church, January 1, 1880, eighteen of the names 
represent former members of this School. They constitute one 
sixth of the entire list. Besides these a considerable number 
have entered William Taylor’s South American work—six at one 
time. More than once all the members of a graduating class 
have offered themselves to the missionary authorities of the 
Church to be sent to mission fields in any quarter of the globe. 
Those who have gone out under William Taylor’s auspices have 
gone as steerage passengers and without the ordinary assurances 
of support from home. You will surely rejoice with us in such 
proofs that scholastic training in the heart of the intellectual 
metropolis of the country need not and does not impair the 
spirit of Christian heroism which characterized our fathers in the 
Gospel. 

Within the last two years the Library of the School of Theol- 
ogy has been entirely reclassified. The Alumni Library Fund 
has been increased to $2,000. A card catalogue of the whole col- 
lection has been prepared. Supplemented as it is by the largest 
general library in America, no outlays are required for other than 
theological works. All efforts, therefore, can be directed to the 
one purpose of making the collection a model working library for 
the School. We also desire that it may become of special value 
as a depository of every thing that can illustrate the literary and 
general history of Methodism. 

In concluding it cannot be improper to allude for a moment to 
the other departments of the vigorous University at whose head 
the mother of the theological seminaries of our Church so wor- 
thily stands. First, as preparatory to the Schools, come three 
collegiate departments, to wit: 

The College of Liberal Arts; 

The College of Music; and 

The College of Agriculture. 

The first of these has established a higher standard of requisi- 
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tions for classical degrees, and the second a higher standard of 
requisitions for musical degrees, than any other institution either 
in America or Europe. The place of the third is supplied by the 
Massachusetts Agricultural College, at Amherst. 

Next follow the professional departments, which presuppose, on 
the part of the student, a collegiate education or its equivalent, 
and are called Schools: 

The School of Theology; 

The School of Law; and 

The School of Medicine. 

It is not generally known that this University, though char- 
tered as recently as 1869, was the first in America to present and 
maintain, in theology, law, and medicine, uniform graded courses 
of instruction each three years in duration. It is also the only 
one which presents in medicine optional four years’ courses of 
study, with the baccalaureate degree, and in law courses of three, 
five, and seven years’ duration. Crowning all, is the department 
of general post-graduate study, 

The School of all Sciences. 

In this, at the present time, there are thirty-nine bachelors 
and masters of arts pursuing advanced courses of study as candi- 
- dates for the higher degrees. It is with this department that the 
Faculties of the National University, at Athens, and those of the 
Royal University, at Rome, are associated, so that without extra 
charge members of the School of All Sciences can enjoy their in- 
struction. 

Though, as a working institution, our University is not yet 
ten years old, though its standards of admission, promotion, and 
graduation have been in advance of almost every other, it 
has already graduated almost one thousand students. Its av- 
erage annual attendance has been over six hundred. Its of- 
ficers of instruction and government have averaged fully one 
hundred. 

Repeatedly has the aggregate of its professional students 
exceeded that of any other American university maintaining 
the three professional faculties. At the late Mxposition Uni- 
verselle, at Paris, not less than seven of its ofticers received 
educational awards—one of them, Professor A. Graham Bell, 
in recognition of his invention of the telephone, the grand prize 
of honor. In all parts of the world educators are writing 
for information touching our organization, our methods, and ex- 
perience. Faw 

These, and other facts which we have not space to detail, im- 
press upon our minds the magnitude of the responsibility which 
Providence has devolved upon us. With what must prove ver 
inadequate pecuniary resources, we have upon our hands an inst1- 
tution which certainly seems destined to become in the near 
future one of the great educational forces of our country and of 
the world. We need the loyal interest and sympathy of the en- 
tire Church. To it and to you we commend our great and grow- 
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ing work. Pray for us, that we may administer our trust to the 
glory of God and the upbuilding of his kingdom. 


In behalf of the corporation, Wii1aM CLaFLIN, 
Braprorp K. Purrce, 


Pres. and Sec. of the Board of Trustees. 
Boston, Apr 30, 1880. 


62.— Journal, page 177. 
REPORT OF TRUSTEES OF THE CHARTERED FUND. 


To roe Bisuors AnD MremBpers OF THE GENERAL CONFERENCE 
or tHE Merruopist Episcopal CHURCH, ASSEMBLED IN CINCIN- 
wati, May, 1880. 


Dear Fatruers AND Breruren: The Trustees of the Chartered 
Fund of the Methodist Episcopal Church respectfully submit 
the quadrennial report showing the condition of that Fund as it 
stood Jan. 7, 1880, and of its operations during the last four 


years: 

Amount of invested funds, January 7, 1880....................- $45,311 66 

Balance of uninvested funds, January 7, 1880, due the Treasurer... 1B) 
Tou alet Mec Sea tence eee Re ee hee LR eT Cr oe nT $45,310 07 

EAMG MM teASH Per OUR, LO pOLuerMed )i\ Oke perere a leletetststevellsrelcyererstedateteter caste 42,935 07 
MB CREASE HIM TOUT VATS trator te sveyevoleyeieicteteieteieter sisielqicie cick elelatay karst $2,375 00 


The above increase has been derived from the following 
sources, namely: 


Sw ae 


Oolleetion of Illinois Conference, Centenary Notes, by A. M. Bur- 

; Pon; USGS, attOPN CY: os ccc < ots MBO vince oie ere oenese: Vere ero cl Seaman $375 00 
i W@ollection from the Executors of Mrs. Cornelia Williams, of Cleve- 
land, Ohio, (her Legacy to the Chartered Fund,) by A. M. Bur- 

tony HiSqs A atlOrneyn ncn < sists. steieloreyoictsclenerers sfeie ciisccis torts: tae -- $2,000 00 


4 "SIR OC SEEGOO OE GGr UE SOOC Se. SimaCiG ceo eee seg ye SABI 08 


Inventory of Investment, etc., belonging to the Chartered Fund of the Methodist Epis 
pal Church, January 7, 1880. 


Bond and Mortgage, Georges ppilom ello, repoeterersvon, cps o omice erorstehetere $2,000 00. 
x H.N. Burroughs..... Fig BSNS) COLTIO EEC eeralette 7,000 00 
sé a Miss Wright..\.\. <i: 1. «Ser , SET IESE Ieee = 1,500 00 
“i ct William H. Knight..... AOC. Soe od see 2,000 00 
ut f Caroline andydem Hullerdcr. sce Miclece <1 ae 3,000 00 

Ground-renty Je MU Carthiynnss arse cette ine cee Werks mm: 500 00 

i Gift of R. M’Curdy, deceased. So tolsterehetenele felenere ete telterarers 850 00 
i Bought of Missionary Society........... sietetelerers evens 850 00 
oe John BIJ aCKSON GB ele sis cero delete ee keksscele eee ee 650 00 
sf Mrsn Saray Burtoit.t.0 space tea ticls etcetera tee 5,500 00 


One Hundred and Sixty Shares of North American Insurance Stock 3,885 00 
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Thirty-one Shares of Union Mutual Insurance Company Stock.... $310 00 
Bonds of Metropolitan Methodist Episcopal Church.............. 15,000 00 
Ground-rents GeorrewRulons.o. 5 si. tas ste eee re 600 00 
a Charles; Pharazy ness Wcenpiese ars eee eh ii ciate 533 33 
a MIMS OIL AM tos sterarete kta orci er eeeTensRehesrerare oneteiets ieee 533 33 
Land in Ilinois—Victor Arnold—in hands of A. M. Burton, Esq., 
SANLORI CV rantre crreeis oe sieneic es, de lata ee hand a eee 600 00 
$45,311 66 
Less Balance of Uninvested Funds due the Treasurer......... 1 59 
$45,310 07 


Besides the above there are a number of Centenary promissory 
notes, in amounts ranging from five dollars upward, received 
from Rev. J. S. Munsell, of Illinois Conference, which are in the 
hands of our attorney, A. M. Burton, Esq., and amounting to 
$464. At this distance from the locality where the notes were 
given, our attorney regards them as not collectable. The note of 
J. L. Rosencrans (also a Centenary note) is in the hands of our 
attorney. 

The Metropolitan Methodist Episcopal Church, of Washington, 
D. C., having defaulted in the payment of the interest on its 
bonds, the trustees of the Chartered Fund felt obliged to resort 
to legal measures for its payment, and, accordingly, suit is now 
pending against some of the trustees of the Metropolitan 
Methodist Episcopal Church, who made themselves personally 
liable for payment of the interest as it should fall due. 

The note and bond for $600, of Victor Arnold, has been for 
some time in the hands of an attorney, but, not deeming it advis- 
able or desirable to foreclose, lest the land should come again into 
our hands, we are getting the interest in arrears as best we can, 
and now have it paid in full to February 1, 1877. 4 

Of various promissory notes forwarded to this fund from the 


Rev. J. S. Munsell, of the Illinois Conference, for collection, there _ 
_ still remain unpaid, in the hands of our attorney, eighteen notes, 
amounting in the aggregate to $464, a list of which is hereunto 


appended. 
All of which is respectfully submitted by yours truly and 


4 affectionately, C, HresKke, President. 


Arruur M. Burton, Secretary. 


z 


+ 
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MEMORIAL OF NATIONAL LOCAL PREACHERS’ ASSOCIATION. 


To Tur BisHorps AND MEMBERS OF THE GENERAL CONFERENCE. 


REVEREND AND Dear Fatuers anp Breturen: The under- 
signed were appointed at the twenty-second annual session of the 
“ National Local Preachers’ Association of the Methodist Episco- 
pal Church,” held in Troy, New York, October —, 1879, a depu- 
tation to present to you the fraternal regards of the Association, 
with the earnest prayer that you may be endowed with wisdom 
and knowledge from on high in all your deliberations for the 
promotion and success of Methodism. 

It is generally known that the object and aim of this organiza- 
tion has been to elevate the standard of ministerial character 
among local preachers, in every respect, and make them worthy 
of the fullest confidence by the Church, command the respect of 
the refined and educated, and fit them to occupy a position in 
society in keeping with their high calling. This is still their pur- 
pose, and, if any thing, it is more intensified by the increasing 
demands of the age and the advance of education, knowledge, 
and the aggressiveness of the times. At their annual gatherings 
representatives from all parts of the work come together for 
counsel, compare personal experience and observations and meth- 
ods of labor, and also discuss questions bearing upon our work 
generally. Many of the loval preachers attend these gatherings 
at the loss of valuable time and at much expense, in the same 
spirit as they labor without compensation, and bear equally with 
their brethren in the support of the Gospel and other duties that 
fall to the share of laymen in their respective charges, as far as 
lieth within their ability so to do. 

When the Association was first organized there were compara- 
tively few local organizations, and chiefly confined to Eastern 
cities. Now they are numerous in the West as well as in the 
East, and more systematic work is performed, and the standard 
of ministerial ability has been elevated, and in many sections the 
local preachers have and are performing valuable services to the 
Church. 

The need of some organization to accomplish the objects of the 
Association was discussed at several sessions, and it was believed 
that some form of District Conference, similar to the body in the 
British Wesleyan Church, for local preachers, would best accom- 
plish the purposes desired. Accordingly, at the session of the 
Association at Indianapolis, Indiana, October, 1871, the following 
memorial was adopted, and ordered to be presented by a deputa- 
tion to the General Conference, asking for the organization of 
District Conferences: 
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“Resolved, That we memorialize the General Conference, as 
follows: 

“1. To organize in each Presiding Elder’s district, a District 
Conference, to be composed of all the traveling and local preach- 
ers in the district, and to be presided over by the Presiding Elder, 
and meet semi-annually. 

“2. To give this District Conference authority to receive, 
license, try, and expel local preachers, and also to recommend 
suitable persons to the Annual Conference to be received into the 
traveling connection and for ordination as local deacons and 
elders. 

“3. To authorize the District Conference to assign to each 
local preacher a field of labor, and hold him strictly responsible 
for an efficient performance of his work.” 

This memorial and fraternal papers were presented to the 
General Conference held in May, 1872, which resulted in the 
chapter in the Discipline on District Conferences. Although the 
character of the instituted body was different from what was 
petitioned for in the memorial, and in spite of its being optional 
with districts to organize it, it was decided to accept the action 
in good faith, and await for a clearer recognition of their wishes 
at another time. In the fall, previous to the General Conference 
of 1876, a deputation of thirteen was appointed to proceed to 
Baltimore and present a fraternal address, including the follow- 
. Ing memorial: 

“ Resolved, 1. That we memorialize the General Conference to 
make such changes in the Discipline as will make the District 
Conference obligatory and not optional, as at present. 

“2. That we recommend such disciplinary measures as will make 
our local preachers more effective in their sphere of labor, and 
in cases where local ministers are ineffective from any cause, ex- 
cept mental or physical disability, their parchments or licenses 
be taken away from them and they be silenced.” 

The chapter was modified somewhat, but still lacked some feat- 
ures desired, and was not mandatory but optional, as heretofore. 
Its inefficiency may be largely due to the optional feature, and 
the special features sought after by the association. 

At the twenty-second annual session of this body at Troy, 
New York, in October, 1879, the question of District Conferences 
was largely discussed, and a memorial adopted and ordered to be - 
presented by a deputation of twenty members, as follows: 

“ Resolved, That we memorialize the General Conference: 

“1, To organize the local preachers, either by districts or con- 
ferences, under the presidency of a Bishop or Presiding Elder. 

“92. That such organization be given authority to license local 
preachers, persons recommended by the Quarterly Conference, 
and to try and expel local preachers, and also to recommend local 
preachers to be received on trial in the Annual Conference.” 

In connection with this action the following resolutions were 
referred to the deputation for consideration: 
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“Resolved, That a committee of three or five be appointed to 
memorialize the General Conference, at its next session, to pro- 
vide for representation of local preachers in the Annual and Gen- 
eral Conferences. 

_ “Resolved, That we do hereby memorialize the General Confer- - 
ence of the Methodist Episcopal Church, to be assembled at Cin- 
cinnati, Ohio, in May, 1880: 

“That, in view of the large number of local ministers con- 
nected with the Methodist Episcopal Church, about twelve thou- 
sand, and having no representation in your body, as a distinct 
order in the Church, we most earnestly pray that you grant to us 
the privilege of representation equal to one local preacher to 
every thousand local preachers in the Methodist Episcopal Church. 
Said representation shall be elected by the Local Preachers’ Na- 
tional Association at the meeting next preceding each General 
Conference of the Methodist Episcopal Church.” 

A meeting of the subcommittee of the deputation was held in 
Philadelphia, April 7, 1880, to consider every thing pertaining to 
the memorial and papers referred to them. While outlining in 
part suggestions outside of the mandate of the Association at 
Troy, New York, they submit papers from leading and influen- 
tial local organizations with this memorial. Action was taken, 
however, recommending the submission of the question of the 
representation of local preachers in the General Conference to 
that body, suggesting on the basis of one local preacher to every 
thousand in the Church, and that the National Association be 
empowered to elect such delegates. 

A form of District Conferences, Local Preachers’ Annual Con- 
ferences, and National Local Preachers’ Conferences, was sug- 
gested, to be referred to your body. 

A paper was considered, asking that all local preachers who 
shail have had their licenses renewed for four consecutive years, 
after due and satisfactory examinations, shall be exempt from any 
further annual examination or any further study. The rule requir- 
ing aged, unordained local preachers to be examined yearly in a 
course of study for relicense, which should only apply to persons 
just licensed or intending to enter the traveling ministry, is re- 
garded as oppressive, and as unauthorized by the Discipline, and 
should be repealed, and the Bishops be requested not to enforce 
the rule only in cases of those applying for license. 

It was regarded that any attempt by Annual Conferences to 
withhold ordination from local preachers who had fulfilled the 
requirements of the Discipline in the course of study should be 
granted upon proper disciplinary grounds, and not caprice, and 
upon the same conditions observed in regard to persons on trial 
in an Annual Conference. ‘lo refuse to consider the reeommenda- 
tion of a local preacher’s application for ordination, who had ful- 
filled all the qualifications necessary, and so judged by the 
proper authority of the Church as worthy of it, is to assume a 
position beyond the province of an Annual Conference, which is ~ 
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required by the Discipline to consider ail applications, with power 
to reject only for good and sufficient cause, not otherwise. 
We beg leave to call attention to the recommendation of the 
General Conference of 1864, to have inserted in the minutes of 
the respective Annual Conferences the name, post-oftice address, 
and relation of local preachers, and we therefore suggest that 
you request that the Presiding Elders of each district be required 
to furnish a correct list of the local preachers for publication an- 
nually in the printed Minutes of each Conference. 
These suggestions are respectfully submitted by the deputation 
in connection with the memorial, and with the request that the 
whole may be referred to a special committee, if agreeable to the 
Conference, before whom a subcommittee can present their 
wishes fully and in detail. 
D. H. Wuee er, New York, N, Y. 
W. H. Kincar, ’Pittsbur gh, Pa. 
ed RAS Rae, Sen., Philadelphia, Pa. 
C. C. Luieu, Brooklyn, N. Y. 

. F. Dravo, Pittsburgh, Pa. 

. P. Coox, Baltimore, Md. 

. Herrner, Philadelphia, Pa. 

. FIELD, Philadelphia, Pa, 

us lee MAcrARLAN, Yonkers, N. Y. 

OoD, Trenton, NJ. 

OONEY, Cambridge, N. Y. 

. WALKER, Wellsville, Ohio. 

- GoopWwin, Indianapolis, Ind. 

. Evans, Ocean Grove, N. J. 

dee Wuirr, Pittsbur eh, Ra: 

. ONGLEY, Louisville, Ky. 

PE EARSON, Philadelphia, Pa. 

HOFIELD, af un., Philadelphia, Pa. 

. Monrog, Baltimore, Md. 

. Wixton, "Binghamton, nites 


roe 
+ 
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REPORT NO. Il. OF THE COMMITTEE ON THE ECUMENICAL 
COUNCIL. 


To tHE GENERAL CONFERENCE OF 1880: 


Dear Farners AND Breturen: We transmit herewith the 
call for a Methodist Ecumenical Conference adopted by dele- 
gates and representatives of the different Methodist bodies therein 
named, and we respectfully request the General Conference, in 
view of the facts and statements contained in said paper, to adopt 
the following resolutions: 

Resolved, 1. That we concur in the recommendation to hold 
a Methodist Ecumenical Conference, in London, England, at the 
time suggested by the Joint Committee. 

Resolved, 2. That we request the Bishops to nominate to this 
Conference two persons to act, together with Bishop M. Simp- 
son, as the representatives of the Methodist Episcopal Church on 
the General Executive Committee for which provision is made in 
said report. 

Resolved, 3. That the Bishops be authorized and instructed, 
when the time of the proposed Ecumenical Conference shall be 
definitely determined, to appoint the delegates to which the 
Methodist Episcopal Church is entitled, selecting at least three 
of their own number; and also to appoint as many reserve dele- 
gates as they may judge necessary. 

Resolved, 4. That the Secretary of this General Conference be 
instructed to transmit a copy of these resolutions to the Secreta- 
res of such General Conferences as may meet during the present 
calendar year, and to the chief executive authorities of all other 
Methodist bodies. 

Respectfully submitted, 
M. Smprson, Chairman, 
A. C. GrorcE, Secretary. 


‘A. D DEIN DA. 


Tue following papers presented to the Conference were acci- 
dentally omitted in the body of the Journal: 


On the Eighth Day, Joseph Cummings, of New England Con- 
ference, presented a memorial respecting the number of persons 
which should constitute a quorum in the Quarterly Conference 
and the Leaders and Stewards’ Meeting, which was referred to 
the Committee on Revisals. 

On the Seventeenth Day, Milton G. Urner, of Baltimore Con- 
ference, offered the following paper, ae was referred to the 
somes on Episcopacy: 

Whereas, The Methodist Episcopal Church believes in the universal brother- 
hood of man, and holds that all men are created free and equal, and entitled to 
equal civil and ecclesiastical rights, therefore, 

Resolwed, That the election of any man to or his exclusion from office on ac- 


count of race or color, is not only contrary to the spirit of the Constitution and 
laws of onr country, but also to the polity of our Church. 


On the Nineteenth Day, William Swindells, of Philadelphia 
Conference, presented a petition to formulate the doctrines of 
the Church, which was referred to the Committee on Revisals. 

John W. Mann, of Austin Conference, offered the following 
paper, which was referred to the Committee on Boundaries: 

Whereas, At the last meeting of the Holston Conference the colored members 
present adopted the following resolution, to wit: 

“ Resolved, That we, the colored members of the Holston Annual Conference, 
through our delegates, request the next General Conference to constitute the col- 
ored members of this body a separate Annual Conference, to be knowu as the 
East Tennessee Conference; ” 

Therefore, Resolved, That the colored members of the Holston Annual Confer- 


ence be and are hereby constituted a separate Annual Conference, to be known 
as the East Tennessee Conference. 


W. S. Edwards, of Baltimore Conference, presented a memo- 
rial from the Local Preachers’ Association of Baltimore, relative 
to the interests of Local Preachers, which was referred to the 
Committee on Itinerancy. 

J. M. Walden, of Cincinnati Conference, presented the memo- 
rial of the National Local Preachers’ Association, and also of 
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the Philadelphia Local Preachers’ Association, which were re- 
ferred to the Committee on Itinerancy. 

H. Buck, of Illinois Conference, presented the memorial of 
A. H. Rusk, and others, against the enlargement of Presiding 
Elder Districts, and it was referred to the Committee on Itin- 
erancy. 

D. Curry, of New York East Conference, presented the peti- 
tion of C. R. Disosway in regard to the use of the Catechism, 
and it was referred to the Committee on Sunday-Schools. 


Git ReAg a. 
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Absence, leave of, and excuses, 

granted to Appel, L., 819; Arnold, J., 
312; Barker, 8., 319; Beach, L., 291; 
Berggren, A. W., 265; Boreing, V., 
236; Bose, R. C., 858; Brashear, W. 
W., 312; Brown, J. W., 299; Cam- 
eron, J. H., 265; Campbell, F. T., 
281; Connolly, H. C.. 291; Cook, E. 
P., 272; Cumback, W., 265; Curry, 
Wi. 6829); “Deshazo,. IC.) 8190's 
Dreher, 8. 8., 272; Elliott, H., 308 ; 
Evans, J., 302; Flood, T. L., 266; 
Goodwin, W. K., 85; Gross, P. T., 
236; Hall, I. N.. 319, 329; Hatfield, 
R. M., 272; Hill, ©.) 980? Hoyt, J. 
W., 281; Johnston, W. F., 221; Laf- 
fer, P. A., 235; Laney, H. M., 141, 
285; Loeber, C. A., 819; Mack, C. 
R., 291; Mann, J. A., 329; Martin, 
H., 338; Matthews, I. T., 291; M’El- 
heney, T. J., 829; Miller, L., 227, 
265; M’Millen, R., 236; Morgan, 
W. W., 281; Murphy, L? M., 235; 
329; Peck, B. M., 232; Purrington, 
C., asked but not granted, 313; 
Richmond, A. L., 337; Roberts, D. 
E., 3387; Seney, G. I, 3818; Sims, 
L. B., 166; Shoemaker, L. D., 272; 
Shoop, G. M., 319; Smith, T. W.., 
236; Spencer, H. A., 312; Stannard, 
E. O., 819; Stubbs, J. D., 166, 298, 
319; Studebaker, C., 329; Todd, G., 
301; Walden, J. M., 194; Way, O. 
B., 304; Whiteman, J., 299; Wilson, 
W., 291; Winton, M. T., 291; Wolfe, 
F. C.,. 235. 


Absentees, 
roll of, called, 44. 


Acknowledgments, 
to Committee of Arrangements, citizens 
of Cincinnati and vicinity, railroad 
companies, etc., 838, 895. 


Acton, J. H., Lae 
editor of Pacific Christian Advocate, 
resolution presented on allowance of 


salary, 377. 


Address, 
of the Bishops, 85, 401, concerning, 85, 
86, 87, 123, 188; closing, 399; pastoral, 
430; committee on and report, 86, 
123. (For other addresses see under 
Fraternal Delegates and Memorial, etc.) 


Adjournment of General Conference, 
final, on, 306, 320, 332, 366; adjourned, 
400. 


African Methodist Episcopal Church, 
delegates from, introduced, 117; ad- 
dress and credentials, 196, 506; ap- 
preciation of, 196, 197; reply to address, 
509; delegate to, report of, 142, 217, 
505. 
African Methodist Episcopal Zion 
Church, 
delegates to, report read, 166. 


Alabama Conference, 
boundaries of, 207, 882; journal ap- 
proved, 874. 


American Bible Society, 

anniversary of, invited to attend, 197, 
committee to attend appointed, 281, 
232, report No. I, on, 230; committee 
on ordered, 83; appointed, 145; peti- 
tion relating to, 104; report No. IJ, on 
work of, 273, 274; secretary of, in- 
vited to a seat on the platform, 163. 


American Woman Suffrage Associa- 
tion, memorial presented, 172. 
Ames, Bishop, 
memorial address by Charles H. Fowler, 
268, 537. 
Amusements of Questionable Moral 
Character, 
concerning, 244; report on, 320. 
Annual Conferences, 
admission, candidates for, examination 
in course of study, on, 306, questions 
to, 147, 365; Bishops’ Address on, 
404; Bishops, assessment for support 
of, on, 286; boundaries of, 382, Bish- 
ops? duties regarding, 228; business, 
order of, proposed, 147, 219, report 
on, 369, 370; claimants, support of, 
plan presented, 259; color line in or- 
ganization of, 245; composition of, 
211; districts, number, and bound- 
aries, etc., 223, 228, 278, 287; jour- 
nals, official, 304, for examination, 
108, 191, report on, 3874; lay repre- 
sentation in, concerning, 91, 92, 96, 
110, 118, 212, 259, 276, 310; members 
of, on appointing to colleges and the- 
ological seminaries for study, 164; 
memorial on presented, 278; minutes 
of trial, on returning, 171; number 
requisite for, 122, 277; presiding el- 
ders to represent pastors and charges 
in, 228; representatives, on expenses 
of, 101; statistics, 247, 349, 850; on 
supplying circuits during session of, 
9177; to be stricken out, 3877; with- 
drawal from, 380. 
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Appeals, 

from episcopal decisions to be referred 
to committee on judiciary, 154, report, 
854, 380; of excluded members, 280; 
of ministers, 878, 879; of Spencer, 
F, A., 354; of Thayer, L. R., in case 
of Anna Oliver, 353; on withdrawal 
from Conference, 380; Wheatley, R., 
in case of Sister Lent, 353. 


Arkansas Conference, 
kvundaries of, 382; Indian Territory, 
on organizing into mission district, 
233; journal, on approval of, 374. 


Armstrong, John, from Montana Con- 
ference, 
claims seat, committee appointed on, 
8138; report of, 324, 325. 


Arthur, William, from British Wes- 
leyan Conference, 
address of, 128, 463; appreciation of, 
128; credentials read, 128; introduced, 
116; parting words of, 238. 


Articles of Religion, Apostles’ Creed, 

and standards of doctrines of our Church, 

publications, teachings, ete., concern- 
ing, 295, 302, 308. 


Asia and Europe, 
Indepondent M. E, Churches in, on es- 
tablishing, 368. 
Assistant Editors of Church Papers, 
appointment, expense, and necessity of, 
218; report on, 314; to be members 
of the M. E. Church, 189. 


Assistant Secretaries of General Con- 
ference, 
secretary to nominate, 40; confirmed, 
43, 209. 


Austin Conference, 
boundaries of, 382; journal of, not pro- 
duced, 376; resolution on provision 

for preachers, 177. 


Ballots, 

General Conference officers, order of, 
197; initials omitted, disposition of, 
200; returned to secretary to be de- 
stroyed, 202; sealed, to be, 200; sec- 
retaries and tellers not to indicate re- 
sults, 200; tellers, 199, 209. 


Baltimore Conference, 
boundaries of, 382; journal approved, 
874; memorials, petitions, resolutions 
from presented, 154, 178, 257, 285, 
288; separation from, on, 278. 


Baptism, 
choice of mode of, 222; Discipline, 
change in asked, 1783; infant, 148 ; 
Ritual, change in, memorial on pre- 
sented, 270; uniformity in administra- 
tion of, on, 94. 


Benevolent Societies, 
boards of managers, Bishops to nom- 
inate, 281; manual for, report on, 
881; salaries of secretaries, on pub- 
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lishing in annual reports, 254 ; secre- 
taries, on making ex-oficio members of 
General Conference, memorial pre- 
sented, 297. 


Benson, H.C., 
editor of California Christian Advocate, 
allowed three months’ pay, 3877. 


** Beyond the Grave,”’ 
book entitled, resolution on examination 
of, presented, 295. 


Bishops, 

additional number of, Bishops to report 
on, 134; administration of, report on, 
363, 864; allowance, on raising, 1925 
Book Concern funds for traveling ex- 
penses and house rent, report on, 346 ; 
colored, on election of, etc., 199, 253, 
254, report of committee on, 282, 
memorials, and petitions on presented, 
103, 157, 165, 167, 173; consecration 
of, report on, 864; council, on lay 
representation in, paper presented, 
155 ; decisions, on publications of, me- 
morial presented, 288; de facto, what 
makes, 209, 241; doctrinal teachings 
of, on, 802; duties, regarding bound- 
arles, 228, 287; election of, on, 88, 
89, 138, 185, 186, 198, 202, 208, ballots 
east, 200, 204, 205, 206; elected, 201, 
206, consecration of, 279, day fixed 
and committee appointed to determine 
place and time, 231, report on, 235, 
place and time fixed, 268, invited to 
seats on platform, 266; foreign confer- 
ence and missions, visits to, 159, 364; 
fund, steward of, on, 189; German, on 
election of, 129, 154, 155, 178, 184; in- 
stallation of, concerning, 117 ; inettect- 
ive, on retiring and providing for, 
etc., 248; law points, decisions on, to 
be reported, 364; law questions, on de- 
cisions of, 228, 233, 285, 296, 354, 378 ; 
Liberia Conference, for, 166; local 
chureh membership, on, 210; mem- 
bership of, in General Conference, 
165; missionary, memorial on, pre- 
sented, 171; ordination of, petition on 
presented, 260; present at opening of 
Conference, 31; residences of, me- 
morials and resolutions on presented, 
240, 251, 270, 271, 288, report on, 
864; reduction of railroad fares for, on, 
99; retention of same conferences for 
four years, on, 210, 248, 249; salaries, 
on payment of, 180, on publication of, 
248; Scott returned as non-eftective, 
resolutions of appreciation, 363 ; sup- 
port of, on, 192, 286, 348, 352, 353, 362; 
onsupport of families of deceased, 848; 
status of, 364; term of, on, 171, 250 
251, 290, 3643 thanks to, 394; trial 
of, 321; veto power of, 251. 


Bishops, Address 
of, 85, 401; committee on, to distribute 
theseveral subjects to committees, 86, 
report of, 123; congregations, to be 
read to, June, 13, 1880, 188 ; libraries, 
‘on sending to, 87; publication of, on, 
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86, 873 translation of, on, 87; clos- 
ing, 39, 
Black Hills Mission, 
request for, 237 ; organization and bound- 
aries, 369. 
Blue Ridge Conference, 
boundaries of, 382. 


Book Agents, 

Cincinnati, on one for, 306; nomina- 
tions, 313; elected, 315, 316; election, 
on deferring, 291, 292; ex-officio 
members of General Conterence, me- 
morial on presented, 297; expenses of 
Book Committee, Agents to render 
statement concerning, 2938, 294; New 
York, on one for, 806; elected, 313; 
reports, memorial on, presented, 290; 
report of assets, stock in trade, ete., 
concerning, 285, 286; reports and av- 
counts of, report on, 370; report of 
Cincinnati Agents, 560, of New York 
Agents, 551; time of entering upon 
duties, 363. 


Book Committee, 

appointment of, concerning, 115, 116; 
books not to be given to, 338 ; elected, 
858; expenses during quadrennium, 
814; expenses, statement to be fur- 
nished to General Conference, 293, 
294; itemized account to be required, 
838; local committees of, 859; records 
and reports to committee on Book 
Concern, on, 112, 115; report of, 115, 
572; San Francisco, at, report of, pre- 
sented, 93; time of entering upon 
duties, 363. 


Book Concern, 
(See Methodist Book Concern.) 


Book Concern, Committee on, 

appointed, 64; changes in, 153; nom- 
inating, on, 45; organization of, 90; 
Book Committee, on records and re- 
aie from, 112, 115; to be appointed 
y resolution, on, 115, 116 ; report No. 
I, on deficiency in Episcopal Fund, 
National Repository, and Golden 
Hours, and election of editors, 234 
235, 328, 331; No. I, on election of 
Book Agents, publication of Den 
Christilege Talsman, 291, 345; No. U1 
and LV, and minority to No. III, pre- 
sented, read, etc., 292, 293; No. III, on 
South-western Christian Advocate, and 
Methodist Advocate, 299, 328, 332; 
No. IV, on Pacific Christian Advo- 
cate, 828; No. V, presented, 313; No. 
VI, on California Christian Advocate, 
817, 328, 829; No. VII, on report of 
Book Agents and accounts of Book 
Concern, 328, 870; No. VIII, presented, 
817; No. IX, on depositories, 317, 346; 
No. X, on Yhe Sandebude and a 
Swedish hymn book, 817, 345; No. 
XI, presented, 317; No. XII, and 
minority report handed in, 334; No. 
XII, on Book Concern funds for travel- 
ing expenses and house rents for 
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Bishops, 346; No. XIII, local Book 
Committee, East and West, 359. 


Books, 

cheap editions, on publication of, 302 ; 
discounts on, 227; reduction of price, 
concerning, 130. 

Boston School of Theology, 

report of, 168, 640. 

Boundaries, 

Alabama and Florida Conferences, on, 
107; California and Southern Cali- 
fornia, on, 174; Colorado, change in, 
250; committee on, 72, changes in, 150, 
198, 194, report No. I, on joint com- 
mission, on, 232, 348, No. Il, on Gen- 
eral Conference districts, 334; Con- 
ference boundaries, 382; lowa Con- 
ference, on, 118, 165; memorials and 
petitions on presented, 95, 96, 97, 98, 
99, 100, 101, 102, 103, 154, 156, 157, 158, 
164, 165, 167, 169, 170, 173, 174, 175, 
176, 177, 208, 245, 250, 252, 257, 258, 
259, 261, 268, 264, 270,278, 279, 297, 308, 
312; New York East and Connecticut 
Conferences, 122, 123; physical lines, 
civil divisions, outline map, ete., 119; 
Pittsburgh Conference, on division of, 
101, and West Virginia, 132; South- 
ern Ilinois Conference, change in, 
asked, 248 ; Swedish Church at James- 
town, concerning, 100; Troy Con- 
ference, on, 102, 158, 175, 176, 279, 
298, 312, 327; on Virginia Conference, 
102. 

Bowman, Bishop, 

delegate to British Wesleyan Conference, 
report of, 115, 457; to Irish Methodist 
Church, report, 115, 477; resolution 
of sympathy tor, 269. 

Briggs, M. C., 
exceptions to ruling of Bishop, 154, 354. 


British Wesleyan Conference, 
address of, 128, 458, reply to, 475; ap- 
preciation of addresses and visits, 
128; delegates from, introduced, 116, 
addresses, 128, 463, 469, credentials, 
128, take leave, 233; delegates to, re- 
port of, 115, 457 ; one delegate to be 
sent to, 394; memorial trom, relating 
to the suppression of the regulation of 
vice, etc., committee appointed, 194. 
Brunson, Alfred, 
concerning petition of, 258. 
Buck, H., 
letters used in trial of, to be returned to 
H. T. Davis, 338. 
Buckley, James M., 
editor of Christian Advocate, elected, 
229. 


Calendar of Business, 
in General Conference, on, 216. 
California Christian Advocate, 
agents’ report on, 557; Benson, H. C, 
allowed three months’ pay, 377; ed- 
itor nominated, 333, elected, 337; 
local publishing committee, 174, 356, 
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360; memorial on, presented, 174; 
publication, ete., report on, 329, 347. 
California Conference, 

boundaries ot, 882; journal approved, 
374; ruling of Bishop in 1878, excep- 
tion to, 154, 163, report on, 3545 
morials and resolutions from "presented, 
163, 178, 288, 296. 


Call for Memorials, 


to be deposited in boxes, on, 236, 257; 4 


for 
245 limit of time, 


resolutions, on discontinuance of, 
3, Wo, 


Camp-meetings 
and camp-grounds, memorial on, pre- 
sented, 156; manner of conducting, 
181 ; petition on, presented, 98; on 

Sabbath, 212. 


Canada, Methodist Church of, 
address of, 196, 487, reply to, 498; dele- | 
gate from, address of, 196, 489, cre- 
“dentials, 486, complimentary resolu- 
tion, 196; delegate to, report of, 486; 

one ‘delegate to be sent to, 394. 


Canada, Meth. Episcopal Church of, 
address of, 196, 500, reply to, 505; dele- 
gates from, 196, address of, 500, ap- 
preciation of, 196, introduced, 117; 
delegate to, report of, 115, 499; one 
delegate to be sent to, 394. 


Carlisle, J. H., 
from Meth. Episcopal Church, South, 
address of, 152, 
resolution, 152, printing of, 153; in- 
troduced, 116; paper from, 217. 


Catechism, 

Part ILL, on publication of, as appendix 
to Discipline, 2455; use of, in Sabbath- 
school, concerning, 187, 270. 

Cazenovia Seminary, 

memorial on, presented, 94. 


Centenary Biblical Institute, 
report of, presented, 208, 278. 
Centennial, 
committee ordered, 87, appointed, 145, 
report, No. 1, 298, 330; fund, memorial 
on, presented, 265; plan, on provis- 
ious for, 289. 


Central Alabama Conference, 
boundaries | of, 382; journal not pro- 
duced, 376 - memorial on High School 
near Funtsville, ‘ 288 ; resolution from, 
presented, 179. 


Central Christian Advocate, 
editor of, nominations, 233, elected, 
235; name of, concerning, 115. 


Central German Conference, 
boundaries of, 882; on dividing, ete., 
8935 journal approved, 874; memo- 
rial and papers from, presented, 154, 


Obi, 


Central Illinois Conference, 
boundaries of, 882; journal, on approv- 
al of, 874; memorials, resolutions, 


me- | 


448, complimentary 
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ete., from, presented, 94, 104, 155, 
179, 257. 
Central New York Conference, 
boundaries of, 383; commission to as-. 
sign Genesee Conference claimants 
and funds, ete., 805, commissioners 


appointed, 333; journal approved, 
374; memorials, resolutions from, 
presented, 94, 155, 163, 180, 258, 288 
304, 


Central Ohio Conference, 
boundaries of, 883; journal approved, ” 
374; memorials and resolutions from, 
presented, 95, 105, 115, 155, 180, 258, 
285. 


Central Pennsylvania Conference, 
boundaries of, 383; journal approved, 
374; memorials and resolutions from, 
presented, 95, 105, 155, 181, 285, 304. 


Central Tennessee Conference, 
boundaries of, 883: journal approved, 
374; memorials from, presented, 95, 
157. 


Chapman, J. A. M 
delegate to Pr esbyterian Church, report 
of, 293, 519. 


Charities and Corrections, 
National Conference of, at Cleveland, O., 
invited to attend, 108, 109. 


Chartered Fund, 
committee to review condition of, or- 
dered, 189, appointed, 194, report of, 
398 5 proceeds, on distributing, 103, 
183: trustee to fill vacancy, 294% 
trustees, report of, 177, 646. 


Chicago German Conference, 
ped of, 383; Conference lines, 
95 5 journal approved, 374; me- 
nici from, presented, 95, 155, "270. 


Chinese, 
immigrants, duties to, 186; treatment 
of, conamittee on, 194; report No. T, 
presented, 298, adopted, 357, 358. 


Christian Advocate, - 
agents’ report on, 556; assistant editor, 
necessity for and salary of, 314: 
Central Pennsylvania Conference, ac. 
tion of, presented, 155 ; editor elected, 
229; name, ol change of, 115; price 
and premiums, on, 172. 


Christian Apologist, 
editor of, elected, 276. 


Christian Paper, 
low-priced, on need of, 238. 


Church 
benevolence, committee on requested, 
140; classes, numbers in, 116; debts, 
memorialon , presented, 290: doctrines, 
on for mulating, memorial on, presented, 
297 ; enterprises, local, on appeals in be- 
halfof, 135; finances and ministerial s sup- 
port, 113, 1173 ; foreign languages, serv- 
ices in, memorial on, presented, 173; 
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general condition of, Bishops’ ad- 
dress on, 405; government of, tivo 
houses, ete., paper on, 213-216, 308 ; 
historical society of Philadelphia Con- 


ference, memorial of, presented, 279, j 


report on, 3879; history of individ- 
ual, memorial on, presented, 297; in- 
stitutions to nominate trustees for, 
committee ordered, 84, appointed, 
146, reports, Nos. I, II, II, and IV, 
806; legislative department, com- 
mittee on, 118, 161, report of, 308; 
letters and certificates given only 
to those who will use them, 244, 
limit to time of validity of, on, 112, 
118, 150, 187, memorials and _peti- 
tions on, presented, 96, 156, 165, 171, 
259, 290, 297, Rochester District Con- 
ference, on, 158; literature, on im- 
proving and cheapening, memorial 
on, presented, 17i, prices of, on, 174; 
members, excluded person, 220, ex- 
pelled, appeals of, petition presented, 
296, expelled, privileges of, 354; form 
of charge against, for appendix to Dis- 
cipline, 262, holding letters no bar to 
roceedings for immoralities, 249, neg- 
ect of means of grace, imprudent con- 
duct, ete., on, 287, 320, reception of, 
memorial presented, 288; records of, on 
keeping, 98, 137, 378, secret societies, 
on. Joining, 103, trial of, 149, 183, 291, 
324, 378, 379, 4 228, change of, asked, 
296, unworthy, exclusion of, memo- 
rial presented, 156, withdrawal of, 
memorial and resolution on, present- 
ed, 170, 184, 298; membership, con- 
ditions of, memorial on, presented, 
168, eligibility to, 285, forfeiture of, 
on, 189, 241, of Bishops, presiding 
elders, and preachers in charge, on, 
210; offenses, change in penalty for, 
paper on, presented, 260; office in, on 
declination of, 250; officers, salaries 
of, petition on, presented, 172; polity, 
paper on, presented, 263; probation, 
on abolition or modification of, 97, 
107, 112, 257; records, conimittee on, 
duties of, 186, 179, 211, 244, 286, 379, 
duties of preachers in keeping, 187, 
253, form of, presented, 286, memorial, 
ete., on, presented, 258, 286; relation, 
committee on, asked for, 240 ; temper- 
ance societies, concerning, 107, 133, 
141, 169, 175, 218, 259. 


Church Extension, 

Board of, Bishops’ address on, 409, re- 
ort of, 938, 590, hoard of managers 
of, 361, corresponding secretary, ballot 
and nominations, 221, 222, elected, 226, 
frontier work, 114, general commit- 
tee, and missions, elected, 359; ex- 
enses of, during last quadrennium, 
statement to be furnished to Gen- 
eral Conference, 298, 294, report of, 
587, local Church enterprises, ap- 
eals for, 135; committee on, appoint- 
ed, 59, change in, 154, 193, organi- 
zation of, 90; report, No, I, 292, 826, 
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No. II, 292; and No, IId, 292, 397; 
report, No. IV, on work and support 
of board, and on reappointment of 
C. C. M’Cabe, 316, 342; report, No. V, 
handed in, 334; conference boards 
of, memorial presented, asking addi- 
tional power for, 167, applications for 
aid, 4 290 of Discipline, on, 183, com 
mittee, mode of constituting, on, 155, 
quarterly meetings of conference so- 
ciety, 182. 


Church Papers, 

advertisements of quack doctors and 
patent medicines, on excluding, 245, 
263; assistant editors, appointment, 
necessity, and expense of, 213, 314, 
to be members of the M. E. Church, 
189; Charleston, 8. C., on one at, 
271; cheap paper, regarding, 165; 
cireulation, on reporting to Annual 
Conferences, 247; class leaders to 
take, 139; expenses, that do not pay, 
on discontinuing, 244; missionary in- 
telligence in, report on, 367; name 
of, on changing, 114; Pacitic coast, 
on publishing two, on, 157; premiums 
with, concerning, 118, 172, 185, 258 
8113; prices, reduction of, memorial 
on, presented, 289. 


Church Property, 
eburch and parsonage building, memo- 

rial asking for additional legislation, 
97 ; disposing of, report on, 380 ; erec- 
tion of new churches, concerning, 119; 
insuring, on, 103, 238; law questions 
in, 251, 262; location, board of, asked 
for, 100, 172; memorial on, presented, 
176; mortgaging of, on, 98, 179, 226, 
288; parsonage, 4] 362, on, 379. 

Cincinnati 


and vicinity, thanks to citizens, fami- 
lies, pastors, and Churches, 338, 395. 


Cincinnati Chamber of Commerce 
and Merchants’ Exchange invite the Gen- 
eral Conference to visit, 87. 


Cincinnati Commercial, 
item on a member of one of the German 
delegations referred to, 141. 


Cincinnati Conference, 
boundaries of, 384; journal approved, 
874; memorials, petitions, resolutions 
from, presented, 95, 156, 182, 258, 278, 
296, 305. 


Cincinnati Gazette, 
invitation to visit office, 191. 


City Mission Work, 
memorial on, presented, 156. 


Class Leaders, 
appointment of, on, 228; Chureh pa- 
pers, on taking, 139; duties, modifi- 
cation of, memorial on, presented, 
261; election of, on, 118; meetings, 
change in, asked, 170; ‘‘men,” re- 
port on striking out word, 339; ‘ per- 
son”’ for “man,” on substituting, 288; 
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reports, form of, 111, 116, 148, 379; 
quarterly, memorial on, presented, 
268 5 and stewards and __ trustees? 
meetings, quorum, ete., on, 169, 211. 


Collections, 
change in Discipline asked, 122. 


Colleges and Seminaries, 
Bishops’ address on, 412; Hebrew and 
Scriptural Greek in college classical] 
course, 164. 


Colorado Conference, 
boundaries of, 884; boundary of, change 
asked, 250; journal approved, 374; 
memorials, petitions, and resolutions 
from, presented, 151, 157, 182, 258. 


Colored ‘ ; 
Bishop, election of, memorials and peti- 
tions presented, 103, 157, 165, 167, 
178, 199, 253, 954, 282; conferences, 
on collections, from, 258, 254; Confer- 
ence, memorial on, presented, 327. 


Columbia River Conference, 
boundaries of, 384; journal, on approy- 
al of, 875; memorial from, presented, 
157. 
Commissioners, 
to treat with M. E. Church, South, re- 
port, 141, 159; law questions, 252. 


Commissions Appointed by last Gen- 
eral Conference, 
reports of, received, 91. 


Committees, 

Bishops’ address, on, 405; books of 
record for secretaries, 122; changes 
in, to be presented to secretary in 
writing, 110; list of, appointed by 
Bishops, 142; payment of expenses, 
on, 338; presenting report, to have 
ten minutes, 317; quorum, of, 252; 
reports, final, when to be made, 304, 
820; from, when in order, 305; not 
to be acted on’ at once, to be handed 
to secretary, 298; special, to be in- 
creased in numbers, 843 stationery, 
ete., for, 123, (See also Standing 
Committees. ) 

Conference, 

boundaries, 382; journals, 874; mis- 
sionary societies, organization and 
functions of, 188; national, memorial 
on, presented, 278; relations, memo- 
rial on, presented, 100, 2635 studies, 
post-graduate course, memorial on, 
presented, 159, 


Congregational Church, 

National Council of, delegate from, 
communication from, read, 294; in- 
troduced, 328 ; letter from, 832; tele- 
gram from, 366. 

Connecticut, 
concerning conference in, 101. 


Contributing, 
according to ability, proposed change in 
Discipline, 116. 
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Credentials, ; 
answer to roll-eall a satisfactory presen- 
tation of, 31. 


Crary, B. F., : 
editor of Christian Advocate, nominat- 
ed, 833; elected, 337. 


Cumback, Will, 
delegate to M. E. Church, South, report 
of, 434, 


Daily Christian Advocate, 
for book committee, resolution on, 213; 
business of, to report proceedings, 
254; delegates, to be furnished to, 
84; memorial in regard to, presented, 
201; supplement ordered, if needed, 
to contain reports, 298. 


Daily Paper, ‘ } 
resolution presented regarding article in 
one, 195. 


Dakota Mission, 
organization and boundaries, 369. 


Dancing, 
petition on, presented, 262. 


Dashiell, Robert L., 
memorial address by J. M. Reid, 269, 
645. 
Davies, R. M., 
delegate to Reformed Episcopal Church, 
report of, 528. 


Deacons, 
and elders, ordination, on restricting, 
188; deaconess, office of, instituted, 
resolution and petition asking for, 111, 
164. 


Delaware Conference, 
boundaries of, 384; journal, approval of, 
on, 875; petition from and action of, 
presented, 157. 


Delegates, 
alphabetical, ministerial, 13-19, reserve, 
23-26, lay, 19-22, reserve, 27-30; 


additional, announced as present, 85, 
88, 90, 91, 109, 153, 162, 166, 195, 197, 
207, 227; changes in, 232, 235, 236, 
265, 266, 272, 281, 291, 302, 304, 308, 
812, 318, 319; Conferences, list of, by, 
3-13 ; expenses of, on, 88,101,142; Flor- 
ida Conference, from, concerning elec- 
tion of, 208, committee on, 226, 227, 
report of, 266; Montana Conference, 
from, committee on, appointed, 313, 
report, 824, 325; names added to roll, 
67; names, and number of seat occu- 
pied, to be handed to secretary, 107; 
reserve in place of regular, 40, 44, 67, 
129; roll called, 32; seats, drawing of, 
44; seats in St. Paul’s Church, 201; 
total, 30; vacancies caused by election 
of Bishops, to fill, expenses of, 306. 


Delegates’ Expenses. 
(See General Conference and Delegates? 
Expenses. ) 
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Den Christilege Talsman, 
publication of, 345. 


Denham, Daniel, Jun., . 
elected treasurer of the Sunday-Schoo 
Union of the M. E. Church, 319. 


Depositories, 
agents’ report, Cincinnati, 565, 570, 
New York, 554; Atlanta, concerning, 
135, 570; Book Concern Comuuittee, 
report on, 346; Jackson, Miss, one 
asked for, 217, 218; New Orleans, 165, 
176; Topeka, Kansas, one asked for, 
191, 192. 
Des Moines Conference, 
boundaries of, 384; journal, on ap- 
proval of, 375; memorials and resolu- 
tions from, presented, 182, 259, 270, 
296, 802. 


Detroit Conference, 
boundaries of, 384; journal, approval of, 
875; Lake Superior Conference per- 
mitted to organize, 398; memorials, 
petitions, and resolutions from, pre- 
sented, 69, 105, 106, 157, 183, 259, 288. 
Discipline, The, 
ambiguous paragraphs, paper presented 
from the Bishops concerning, 166; 
Catechism, Part III, on publication 
as appendix to, 245; committee to 
adapt, to the report of the committee 
on the Book Concern, 329, report of, 
846; form of charge against members, 
for appendix of, 362; Harris, Bishop 
to edit, 84; rearrangement of, petition 
on, presented, 261; recodification of, 
on, 120; revision, petition on, pre- 
sented, 260, 262; translation ot, into 
German, committee on, appointed, 
862. 
Discipline, The, Proposed Additions, 
Amendments to, and Changes in, 
amusements, etc., 244; Annual Confer- 
ences, composition of, 211, order of 
business in, 369, 370, presiding elders 
to represent pastors and charges 10 
open Conference, 228, supplying of 
circuits during sitting of Conference, 
{| 177, to be stricken out, 377; appeals 
of ministers, 321, 378, 379; baptism, 
178, change of ritual on, 270, in- 
fant, 148, mode of, 222; Bishops’ al- 
lowance, on raising, 192, families of 
deceased, on support of, 348, fund, 
stewards of, 189, salaries, on pay- 
ment of, 180, support of, 192, 286, 
348, term of, on, 171, trial of, 821; 
Book Agents, on number of, 306; 
boundaries, Bishops’ duties regarding 
districts, circuits, and stations, 228, 
287, joint commission on, report of, 
348; California Christian Advocate, 
847; Catechism in Sunday-school, 
187; changes in, asked, 257, 261, 265, 
288, 808 ; Chureh, government of the, 
213; Church historical society, 379 ; 
Church letters and certificates, con- 
cerning, 112, 156, limit of time, etc., 
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(Discipline, the, Changes in, continued.) 


118, 150, 187 ; Church members, cata- 
logue of, 377, 878,° disagreement in 
business, 378, excluded person, 220, 
exclusion of unworthy, on, 156, ex- 
pulsion of, 320, 321, on neglect of 
means of grace, 487, trial of, 149, 
188, 824, 378, 3879, J 228, 296, 4 231, 
291 ;- Church membership of Bishops, 
presiding elders, and preachers in 
charge, 210, on forfeiture of, 189; 
Church property, insurance on, 238, 
mortgaging of, 179, 226, preacher’s 
house, 379 ; Church Records, Commit- 
tee on, duties of, 136, 179, 211, 244, 
879, on keeping, 253; preachers’ du- 
ties, on, 137; Church temperance so- 
cietles, 107; classes, on number in, 
879; class-leaders, on appointment of, 
228, election of, 118, meetings, 170, pro- 
nouns ‘‘ he,” his)? and ‘* him,” 287, 
839; reports of, on, 111, 116, 879, on 
striking out word men,” 3395 codi- 
fications of, provisions of the Disci- 
pline, 150; collections, 122; Confer- 
ence Church Extension Society, meet- 
ings of board, applications for aid, 
182, 183; contributing according to 
ability, ete., 116; District Confer- 
ences, concerning, 105, 119, 180, 217, 
on abolishing or making one of the 
permanent bodies of the Church, 238 ; 
on removal of distinction of sex in 
appointment of members, 239, 240, 
on striking out, 151, 190, 258, 295 ; 
education, committee on, appointment 
of, 182, by Quarterly Conference, 224 ; 
Episcopal Fund, 183; evangelist, con- 
ference, 219; General Conference ac- 
tion reviewed by Bishops, on, 210; 
meeting, time of, hereafter, 151, offi- 
cers, report on verbal changes, 347, 
officers, salaries of, on fixing, 249, 
347, on representation in, 190, 239, 
to consist of, etc., 308; general rules, 
on reading of, 121, 340, 879; German 
work on Pacific coast, 163; gold and 
costly apparel, 188, 840; Golden 
Hours, 347 ; intoxicating liquors, trat- 
fic in, ete., 285, 286, 287; Lowa Con- 
ference boundaries, 113; law ques- 
tions, Bishops’ decisions in, 878; lay 
representation in Annual Conferences, 
118, 212, 276, in General Conference, 
118, report of, committee on, 3103 
license to preach without regard to 
sex, on, 239; local preachers, course 
of study, 378, on excusing from course 
of study, 222, official relation of those 
having Church letters, 240, report of, 
878, trial of, 324, work for, 3065 
lotteries, on, 244; Lord’s Prayer, on 
213; Lord’s Supper, unfermente 

wine for, 183, 397; love-feast tickets, 
136; marriage and divorce, 184; Meth- 
odist literature, duty of pastor concern- 
ing, 247, 340; ministers from other 
denominations, reception of, 151 ; mis- 
sionary, examination of, 377; missions, 
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4] 265, support of, 288; National Re- 
pository, 347 5 obsolete provisions, on 
expunging or modifying, 150; “ offi- 
cial board,” 211; official board meet- 
ing, 137; ‘official board” for “ stew- 
ards and leaders’ meetings,’’ on sub- 
stituting, 177; Pacific Christian Ad- 
vocate, 347; YJ 36, 41-45, 116-143, 
175, sections, 2, 5, 6, 16-18, 176, 
sections 4, and 7-10, 177, sections 
1-4; on omission of, 121; pastoral 
term, extension of, for, 121, 135, 136, 
141, fraction of a year, 129, report, 
898; ‘‘ persons” for ‘‘men,”? on sub- 
stitution of, 238, 239; Pittsburgh 
Christian Advocate, on publishing 
committee for, 347; preachers, admis- 
sion into full connection, questions 
for, 248, 251, 865, admission of, ex- 
aminations of candidates, on, 244, 378, 
in course of study, 306, allowance, on 
raising, 192, annual report to first 
Quarterly Conference, 244, answer- 
able to Annual Conference, 4] 210, 
157, course of study and examina- 
tions, 121, 377, licensing of, uniform- 
ity of action in District and Quarterly 
Conferences, 134, located or discon- 
tinued, concerning, 286, ordination 
of elders, 879, reception of, 377, trial 
of, 104, 246, 878, 879; presiding el- 
ders? allowance, on raising, 192, ap- 
pointment of, 287, reappointment of, 
179, 287, support of, 192, term of, 
139, term of § 162, on revisal of, 
260; probation, on abolition of, 107 ; 
change of rule asked, 170; public 
worship, uniformity of, 121; Quar- 
terly Conferences, business of, 248, 
on changing to ‘‘cirenit’? or ‘sta- 
tion” conference, 184, complaints in, 
111, members, on removal of distine- 
tion of sex in appointment of, 239, 
240, order of business, in, 121, 187, 
253, 3878, 379, president of, 218, J] 94, 
president of, 290, Sunday-school su- 
perintendents, in, 248, semi-annual 
instead of Quarterly Conferences, 223 ; 
sex, distinction of, exclusion of, 251; 
Southern Illinois Conference, on 


of, 168; superintendents, 221, on 
election of, 130, on striking out 
word ‘“‘male,’’? 132, 339; superan- 
nuated preachers, on support of, 148, 
149; supernumerary preachers, 223 ; 
on expunging § 179, 190, to forward 
a certificate annually, 377; Swedish 
work in Western Conferences, 4 480, 
296; temperance, 212, on appoint- 
ment of committee, 132, committee, 
juvenile societies, literature, etc., 399, 
new and separate chapter on, 288, 
397 ; total abstainers, examination of 
preachers, 167; transfers, 100; trust- 
ees, appointment of, 180, amenable 
to Quarterly Conference, 182, board 
of, 150, board of, quorum, and chair- 
man, 182, duties of, 133, powers and 
duties of, 178, on reports of, 244; 
various amendments, and changes in, 
asked, 166, 168, 171, 177; verbal al- 
terations, report of committee, 347 ; 
verbal changes in, 171; White River 
District Conference ask changes in, 
165; women in Church work, 182, 
licensing and eligibility as stewards, 
107, 118, as preachers, 123, 131, as 
stewards, ete., 118, 182. 


District Conferences, 
abolish or make it one of the permanent 


bodies of the Church, resolution on, 
238; changes in reference to, memorial 
presented, 171; compulsory or dis- 
continued, 179; Discipline, on omit- 
ting all relating to, etc., 130, 151, 190, 
253, 295; document on presented, 
158; enlargement of, memorial on 
presented, 261; members, on distine- 
tion of sex in appointment of, 289; 240 ; 
memorial presented, asking that hold- 
ing of, be made mandatory, 95; me- 
morials in relation to, presented, 100, 
155, 167, 259, 278, 289; papers con- 
cerning, to be referred to Committee 
on Itinerancy, 112; resolutions against 
105,112, 119, 120; time and place of 
meeting, etc., 217; uniformity of action 
with Quarterly Conferences, 134. 


District Stewards, 


boundaries of, 248; statistical forms, 
849, reports on, 178, 1793; stewards, | .,.,._- ees 
appointment of, by new Quarterly Die ae Bre a. 290 
Conferences) 245, board ora ml88" | kas OOD Perec : 
change in 4] 191 asked for, 99, change | Divorce, 
of word ‘‘men’? to ‘ persons,” 132, | resolution on, 223. 
339, ““men and women,’ 142, duties Dobbs, A. 8., 
of, 133, 878, meetings, 170, newly) papers to be returned to, 330. 
elected, on question of, 178, powers | nootmines z 
and duties of, 178, Sunday-school Suen, rate , 
dl } y teachings, publications, not in harmony 


board, chairman of, 150, concerning te ; Raye as 
116, 290; how constituted, 193, 339, Bite! hae 8 eee ete., con- 
Teg =itede} 8) . 


members of, 138, 186, president of, | _ ‘ 
181, reports to Quarterly Conference, | Doggett, Bishop, 

150; Sunday-schools, changes in| introduced to Conference, 168. 7 
chapter on, asked, 170, committee on, | Dress, Gold, 

number of, 182, 3879, missionary so-| and costly apparel, 188 ; report on change 
cicties, in, 212, modification, {| 248, in {j 40 in Discipline, 340. 


bourd of, meetings, duties, ete., on, 119. 
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Drew Theological Seminary, 
report of, 327, 6395 trustees for, 356. 


Hast German Conference, 
boundaries of, 884; Jee approved, 
874; memorial and resolution from, 
presented, 270, 184. 


East Maine Conference, 
boundaries of, 3884; journal approved, 
3874; memorial and resolution from, 
presented, 270, 184. 
East Ohio Conference, 
boundaries of, 384; journal, on approv- 
al of, 875; memorials, petitions, and 
resolutions from, presented, 158, 185, 
259, 289, 297. 


Ecclesiastical Code, 
changes in, memorial on presented, 176 ; 
committee appointed by last General 
Conference, report of, 75, motion rel- 
ative to printing, 84,88, time of con- 
sideration of, 88 ; committee on, 89; re- 


port No. I, presented and recommitted, |” 


160; time of consideration of, 299; 
report presented, 308; taken up, 315; 
items, 1, 2, and 3, 316, 318; items, 4, 
5, 6, 7, 8, 9, and 10, 318; items 11, 12, 
13, 14, 15, on neglect and imprudence, 
16, and 17, 320, 321; report adopted, 
321; motion to reconsider part, on 
trial of church members, etc., 358. 


Ecumenical Conference, 
commission appointed by General Con- 
ference of, 1876, report of, 91, 419; 
committee on, report No. I, 200; 
joint committee, report of, 427; Meth- 
odist Executive Committee, 208; pa- 
per on presented, 197. 


Editors, 
assistant, concerning, 189, 213, 314; ex- 
officio members of General Conterence, 
memorial on presented, 297. 


Education, 

Board of, report, 88, 627; board with 
Freedmen’s Aid Society, on union of, 
105, 295; board, on election of secre- 
tary of, 163; board of trustees, 357 ; 
Centennial Fund, 122; charter, on 
amendment of, ete., 285; Committee 
on, appointed, 52, chairman of, 265, 
changes in, 153, 154, 193, organiza- 
tion of, 90; committee, on appoint- 
ment by Quarterly Conference, 132, 
224; educational convention, memo- 
rial from presented, 162; interests, 
memorial on presented, 170; report of 
committee, No. I, 295, 330; No. H, 
295; No. IL, on union with Freed- 
men’s Aid Society, 295; No. IV, 298, 
877; Nos. V, and VI, 316; work in 
the South, memorial on, 96. 

Edwards, Arthur, 

elected editor of North-western Chris- 

tian Advocate, 231. 


Elections, 
of Bishops and other General Conference 
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officers, by ballot, 89; balloting, order 
of, 197; committee on order of, 198, 
report of, 204, 208, amendment, 205; 
time and order of, 88. 


Electoral Conferences, 
on time of meeting of, 155. 


Enabling Acts, 

393. 

Episcopacy, 

Comnnittee on, appointed, 45, changes in, 
84, 232, organization of, 90; diocesan, 
action of District Associations on, pre- 
sented, 159; memorials on, presented, 
170, 172; report No. I, and minority 
report, on number of Bishops to be 
elected, 195; No. III, presented, 267, 
No. II, on colored Bishops, and min- 
ority report, 281, 282; yeas and nays 
on postponement of, 282, Hare, G.5., 
asks to be excused from voting, 2845 
No. IV, on appointment of presiding 
elders, 298, 364; No. V, on episcopal 
residences, 816, 364; No. VI, on Bish- 
ops to report decisions in law points,, 
316, 864; No. VII, 816, 364: No. 
VIII, on consecration, status, and term 
of Bishops, 3816, 364; No. IX, on 
Bishops’ visitation of foreign missions, 
834, 864; Nos. X, XI, and XII, pre- 
sented, 316; XIII, on administration 
of Bishops, and retirement of Bishop 
Scott, 334, 363. 


Episcopal, F 

; decisions, on appeals from, 154, 168, 
169; memorial presented on publica- 
tion of, 288; Fund, Agents’ report on, 
559, on deficiency in, 235, on pay- 
ment of, 183, petition calling for re- 
port on, 288, report of committee, 
362, treasurer and assistant treasurer 
appointed, 352; residences, Baltimore, 
288, memorials on presented, 270, 
271, Pacific Coast, 240, west of the 
Mississippi, 271, west of the Rocky 
Mountains, 251, report on, 364, 365. 


Erie Conference, 
boundaries, 885; journal approved, 374; 
petition and paper from, presented, 
158, 311. 


Europe and Asia, 
on establishing an Independent Meth- 
odist Episcopal Church in, report on, 
368. 
Evangelical Lutheran Church of the 
United States, 
fraternal letter from, presented, 328. 


Evangelists, 
on appointment of, 219; memorial and 
petition on, presented, 297, 156. 
Exhorters, 
petition to abolish office of, presented, 
171; requirements of, ete., memorials 
on, presented, 289, 290. 


Fairs and Festivals, 
in Churches, against, 252, 
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Fallows, Bishop, 
address and credentials, 206, 524; ap- 
preciation of, 206; introduced, 117, 
206; on publication of his address, 
207. 


Fasting, 
paper on, presented, 175. 


Finance and a Financial Plan, _ 
petition presented asking for uniform 
system, 96; plan presented, 99. 


FitzGerald, J. N., 
elected assistant secretary of General 
Conference, 209. 


Florida Conference, 
boundaries of, on, 107; boundaries of, 
385; concerning election of delegate 
from, 208, committee on, 226, 227, 
report of, 266; journal approved, 374. 


Foochow Conference, 
boundaries of, 385; journal approved, 
874; memorials and resolutions from, 
presented, 96, 110, 186, 260. . 


Foreign Languages, 
services in, memorial on, presented, 173. 


Foss, C. D., 
elected Bishop, 201; consecrated, 280 ; 
excused from voting, 204; relieved 
from duties as delegate, 266; report 
of fraternal delegates to M. E. Church, 
South, presents, 93, 434, 


Fowler, Charles H., 
elected Corresponding Secretary of the 
Missionary Society of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church, 221. 


Fraternal Correspondence, 

Committee on, ordered, 93, appointed, 
146, report of, 394; committee ap- 
pointed to prepare letters, 394; ad- 
dresses prepared by committee to be 
edited by Bishops, 356; replies to be 
sent only to official letters from cor- 
responding bodies, 356. 

Fraternal Delegates, 

Committee on reception of, 74, 84, place 
of, 85, on programme for, 74; from 
African M. E. Church, introduced, 
117 ; credentials and address, 196, 506 ; 
appreciation of, 196; to African M. E. 
Church, report, 142, 217, 505; to Af- 
rican M, E. Zion Church, report read, 
and to be printed, 166; from British 
Wesleyan Conference introduced, 116 ; 
credentials and addresses, 128, 463, 
469; parting words, 283; to British 
Wesleyan Conference, report of, 115, 
457, trom Canada, Methodist Church 
of, address, 196, 489; credentials, 486 ; 
to Canada, Methodist Church of, re- 
port, 486 ; from Canada, M. E. Church 
in, introduced, 117; address and 
greetings, 196, 500; to Canada, M. E. 
Church in, report of, 115, 141, 499; 
from Congregational Church, National 
Council of, communication from, 294, 
introduced, 328, letter from, 332, 
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telegram from, 366; expenses of, con- 
cerning, 293, 294; expenses paid dur- 
ing quadrennium, 314; to foreign 
bodies, expenses to be paid by Book 
Concern, 394; from German Evan- 
gelical Association, introduced, 267, 
address and credentials, 271, 520, 
resolutions of gratification, 271, 2725 
to German Evangelical Association, 
report of, 216, 519; Irish Methodist 


e Church, from, address of, 128, 481, 


communication from, read, 232, cre- 
dentials, 128, 478; to Irish Methodist 
Church, report of, 115, 477; M. E. 
Church, South, from, credentials and 
addresses, 152, 436, 448; reply to, 
456; complimentary resolutions, 152; 
introduced, 116; paper from, 217; 
on printing addresses, 153; to M. E. 
Church, South, report, 93, 484; on 
delegation to consist in part of our 
workers in the South, 305; from Meth- 
odist Protestant Church, introduced, 
267; credentials and addresses, 271, 
511, 515; letter from, presented, 363, 
to Methodist Protestant Church, re- 
port from, 317, 510; from the Presby- 
terian Church, introduced, 1173; ad- 
dresses conference, 152; compliment- 
ary resolution, 152; printing of, 153; 
to Presbyterian Church, report of, 
293, 519; reception of, in 1884, time 
of, 246, 254; reception, on plan for 
future, 220; from Reformed Episcopal 
Church, introduced, 117, 206; ad- 
dress, 206, 524; credentials, 524; to 
Reformed Episcopal Church, report 
of, 104, 523; from United Brethren 
Church, introduced, 301; to Wesleyan 
Conference of America, report of, 98; 
to what Churches to send delegates, 
394. 
Fraternity, 

Commission on, appointed by last Gen- 
eral Conference, report of, presented, 
141, 159; powers of, and action final, 
160; law questions in, 252, report on, 
880; action in Central New York Con- 
ference on, presented, 156. 

Freedmen’s Aid Society, 

Bishops’ Address on, 411; Board of Edu- 
cation, on union with, 105, 295; Cor- 
responding Secretary nominated, 227, 
elected, 229; continuance of, on, 138; 
expenses of committee during last 
quadrennium, statement to be fur- 
nished to General Conference, 293, 
294; managers elected, 361; report of, 
160, 620; secretary’s recommendation 
in annual report approved, 188 ; South 
on work in, 166, 180; on transfer o 
work of, to other societies, 243, 

Freedmen’s Aid Society and South- 
ern Work, 

Committee on, 62, changes in, 153, 193; 
organization of, 91; on organization 
of, which shall secure a representative 
from the General Conference District 
etc., 180; report No. I, on organiza~ 
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tion of Society unchanged, and aid for (General Conference Journal, 


white people, 281, 292; report No. 
II, on work of the Society, ete,, 334, 
343. 


Freund, J. W., 
delegate to German Evangelical Associa- 
tion, report of, 216, 519. 
Fry, Benjamin St. James 
for editor of Central Christian Advocate, 
nominated, 233 ; elected, 235. 
Fuller, E. Q., 
tor editor of Methodist Advocate, nom- 
inated, 332; clected, 333. 


Garrett Biblical Institute, 
report of, 166, 637. 
General Conference, 

action, review by Bishops, on, 210; ad- 
journment, final, on, 306, 820, 332, 
366; adjourned, 400; Bishops, mem- 
bership of, 165; calendar ot business, 
concerning, 216; church property, on 
disposing of, 252, 380; closing ad- 
dress, 3899; districts, additions to, 
87, committee on, to consider, and re- 
port asked for, 109, 125, on recon- 
struction of fifth, 245, report on, 334, 
subcommittee of boundary commit- 
tee asked for, 180; ou dividing into 
two legislative houses, 113; entertain- 
ment, thanks to committee, 395; ex- 
penses of hereatter, 139; judgment 
on certain matters asked, 100; manual, 
publication and preparation of, 83, 
107; opening of, 31; Opera House as 
place of meeting hereatter, 139; or- 
ganization, plan of, 41; pastoral ad- 
dress, 480; permanent place, ete., for 
holding, conmmittee on, asked for, 252; 
Philadelphia, invited to hold session 
of 1884 in, 207, invitation accepted, 
307; place of meeting, passage in, to 
be closed, 89; place and entertainment 
of next, committee on, ordered, 83, 
appointed, 144, report of, 232, 267, 
272; representation in, basis of, on, 
104, 190, 239; representation in, equal, 
concerning, 118; roll called, 31,\ 32; 
roll, corrections of, to be presented in 
writing, to the seeretary, 110; rules of 
last, adopted, 40 ; secretary elected and 
to nominate assistants, 40, assistants 
chosen, 43, 209; time of meeting here- 
after, 151, 180; trustees for Church 
institutions on nomination of, 84; 
two houses in, and government of the 
Church, ete., 113, 213-216, 308; wel- 
comed to Cincinnati, 40. 


General Conference and Delegates’ 
Expenses, 
committee on, ordered, 83, appointed, 
144; expenses of, 1884, on detraying 
397, 398; plan for Church to bear all 
expenses, 139; report of committee, 
206, 207; report No. II, on receipts by 
conferences and assessments, 3355 re- 
port, final, 395; thanks to commit- 
tee, 394, 


official copy, 83; secretary to have 
printed, and certified by him to be 
correct, 83; to be sent to Bishops und 
delegates, 83. 


General Conference Officers, 

balloting, order for, 197; on declination 
of Church office, 250; on election of, 
309; election of, order of, committee 
on, 198, report of, and amendment, 
204, 205, 208; election of, time, order, 
ete., 88, 89; ex-officio members ot 
General Conference, on making, me- 
morial presented, 297 ; nominations of, 
without remarks, 208; not members 
of General Conference, invited to seats 
within the bar, 84; salaries of, on fix- 
ing, 249, 347, on publication of, 248, 
258, 353, 562; time of entering upon 
duties, 363; verbal alterations in the 
Discipline, report on, 347. 


General Rules, 
on change of, 260; memorial on, pre- 
sented, 158; on publication of, in 
Hymnal, 228; reading of, 121, report 

on, 340, 379. 


Genesee Conference, 

boundaries of, 385; commission to as- 
sign claimants and funds to Central 
New York Conference, 305 ; commis- 
sioners appointed, 333; journal ap- 
proved, 3874; memorials, petitions, 
and resolutions from, presented, 111, 
158, 186, 260, 270, 289, 302. 


Georgia Conference, 
action of, concerning, presented, 157; 
boundaries of, 885; journal, on ap- 
proval of, 875; memorial from, pre- 
sented, 96. 


German, 

Bishop, memorials and resolutions on 
election of, presented, 129, 154, 155, 
173, 184; Pacific coast, work on, Con- 
ference connections, of, 393, memo- 
rial on, presented, 163; publications, 
on, 9d. 


German Evangelical Association, 
delegate from, introduced, 267; address 
and credentials, ete., 271) 272, 520; 
delegate to, report of, 216, 519. 


Germany and Switzerland Confer- 
ence, 

Bishops’ visits, petition on, presented, 
159; boundaries of, 385; division of, 
petition on, presented, 159; journal 
approved, 374; Martin Mission Insti- 
tute, concerning students in, 159; on 
pastoral term in, 159. 

Gibson, Alexander E., 


delegate to Methodist Protestant Church, 
report of, 317, 510. 


Gold and Costly Apparel, 
concerning change in Discipline on, 
188 5 report on, 340, 


666 


Golden Hours, ~ 
Agents’ report, on, 569; publication of, 
to be suspended, 235, 332. 


Goodwin, J. R., 
announcement of death of, 85; com- 
mittee to attend funeral, 85, report 
of, 160, 161; committee to prepare 
resolutions ordered, 85, appointed, 
145, report. of, 269. 
Government of the Church, 
two houses, ete., papers on, 2138-216 ; 
report on, 308. 


Hartzell, Joseph C., 
elected editor of South-western Chris- 
tian Advocate, 333; petition present- 
ed, asking his re-election, 261. 


Haus und Herd, ; 
Agents’ report on, 569; editor, election 
of, 813, 314, elected, 315. 


Haven, Gilbert, Bishop, 
memorial address by W. F. Mallalieu, 
268, 540. 
Haven, FE. O., 
delegate to British Wesleyan Conference, 
report of, 457; elected Bishop, 206, 
consecrated, 280; relieved from further 
duties as delegate, 266. 


Hayes, President and Mrs., 

appreciation of personal worth and ex- 
ample, and of Mis. Hayes’ conduct in 
regard to temperance, ete., resolutions 
on, 184, 185; engrossed copy of res- 
olutions to be sent to, 3343; memorial 
to Mrs. Hayes, at Washington, ap- 
proved, 247. 


Haygood, A. G., 
from M. E. Church, South, introduced, 
116; address of, 152, 486, compli- 
mentary resolution on, 152, printing 
of, 153; paper from, 217. 
Herr, W., 
invited to seat on platform, 813. 


Hitchcock, L., 
salary and moving expenses of, 862. 


Holston Conference, 
boundaries of, 385; boundaries of asked 
to be unchanged, 188 ; colored mem- 
bers ask to be organized into separate 
conference, 289; on division of, etc., 
3933; journal approved, 874; memo- 
rials, petitions, and resolutions from, 
presented, 96, 159, 188, 289, 303, 305. 
Hoyt, Francis 8., 
for editor of Western Christian Advo- 
cate, nominated, 229; elected, 230. 


Hunt, A. S., 
invited to a seat on the platform, 163. 


Hunt, Sandford, 
elected Book Agent at New York, 3138; 
appointed treasurer of Episcopal Fund} 
852; elected treasurer of Tract So- 
ciety, 314, 
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Huntsville, Ala., 
high school near, memorial on, presented, 
288. 
Hurst, J. F., 
elected Bishop, 201, consecrated, 2803; 
relieved of duties as delegate, 266. 


Hutchins, Robert C., : 
from Congregational Church, communi- 
cation from, read, 294; telegram from, 
366. 
Hymns, 
concerning use of, 157. 


Dilinois Conference, 
action of Lay Electoral Conference pre- 
sented, 260; boundaries of, 385; jour- 
nal of, approved, 374; memorials, pe- 
titions, and resolutions from, pre- 
sented, 96, 111, 159, 164, 188, 260, 278, 
289, 295, 297, 306. 
India, 
interests of the Church in, memorials on, 
presented, 99. 


Indian, 
agents, on nomination of, 218; Terri- 
tory, on organizing as mission districts, 
264, 284, 


Indiana Conference, 
boundaries of, 386 ; journal of, approved, 
374; memorials and resolutions from, 

presented, 112, 189. 


Indian Mission, 
organization and boundaries of, 369. 


Indians, North American, 
memorial presented, asking for mission- 
ary aid, 308. ; 
Institutions, 
on appointing members of Conferences 
to, for study, and on organizing, as 
pastoral charges, 164; on industrial 
education in, 164; under control of 
General Conference, nomination of 
trustees for, committee on, 84, 146, 
reports of, 356. 


International Sabbath Association, 
memorial from presented, 270. 


Intoxicating Liquors, 
manutacture, sale of, etc., 247, 285, 286, 
287 ; women to have voice in the en- 
forcement of laws against, 305. 


Iowa Conference, 
boundaries of, 386 ; journal of, approved, 
374; memorials, petitions, and resolu- 
tions from, presented, 113, 164, 190, 
289, 


Irish Methodist Church, : 
address of, 128, 478; fraternal delegate 
from, address of, 128, 481, his cre- 
dentials, 128, 478; introduced, 116, 
farewell communication from, read, 
232; one delegate to be sent to, 394; 
reply to address of, 484; report of 
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fraternal delegate to, 115, 477; reso- 
lution of appreciation of the addresses 
and visit of the fraternal delegate 
from, 129. 


Italian Annual Conference, 
memorial on organization of, presented, 
287 5 report on, 369. 


Itinerancy, Committee on, 
appointed, 48, changes in, 154, 232, or- 
ganization of, 90; report No. I, on 
transfers, 276; No. I, on number req- 
uisite for a Conference, 277; Nos. III 
and IV, read, 277; No. V, on ques- 
tions for admission into full connec- 
tion, 316, 365; No. VI, on order of 
business in Annual Conferences, 316 
369, 370; Nos. VII, VII, IX, X, and 
minority report to No. X, presented, 
316; No, XI, and minority report, on 
ee term, 334, 398; Nos. XII, 
Ill, XIV, XV, and minority report 
to No. XI, handed in, 334; No. 
XV1, on Annual Conference jour- 
nals, 834, 374; No. XVII, presented, 
334, 


Janes, Bishop, 
memorial address, by Cyrus D. Foss, 
268, 533. 
Johnson, R. A., 
credentials read, 196; introduced, 117. 


John-street Church, New York, 
committee appointed on, 123, 162; re- 
port of committee on, 274; report of 
trustees of, 225; trustees for, 224, 
275. 
Jones, John, 
address of, 152: address ordered to be 
printed in Daily Christian Advocate, 
153; introduced, 1173; resolutions on 
address of, 152. 


Journals of Annual Conferences, 
official, 304; report on, 374. 


Jubilee of Foreign Missions, 
resolutions concerning, presented, 97; 
report on, 368. 


Judges, 
invited to attend and occupy seats on 
the platform, 294. 


Judicial Conferences, _ 
paid during the quadrennium for, 314. 


Judiciary, Committee on, 
appointed, 84, 143, change in, 222; re- 
port No. I, on appeal in case of Anna 
Oliver, 298, 353; No. I, on appeal in 
case of Sister Lent, 298, 853 ; No. IJ, 
on appeal of L. R. Thayer, on with- 
drawal of members from Conferences, 
298, 380; No. IV, on complaint of 
J. W. Ross and M. C. Briggs against 
administration of Bishop Andrews, 
etc., 298, 354; No. V, on appeal of 
F. A. Spencer, 317, 354; No. VI, on 
disposal of church property, 835, 380. 
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Kansas Conference, 
boundaries of, 886 ; journal, on approval 
of, 8753; resolutions, memorials, etc., 
from, presented, 113, 165, 191, 261; 
on separate Conference for the colored 
members, 393. 
Kansas, North-west, 
a mission district in, asked for, 114. 


Kavanaugh, Bishop, 
introduced, 194. 


Kentucky Conference, 
boundaries of, 386 ; journal, on approval 
of, 375; resolutions, memorials, ete., 
presented from, 96, 116, 165, 210. 


Kiplinger, Elias, 
of German Evangelical Association, in- 
troduced, 267; his credentials and ad- 
dress, 271, 520; resolution of gratifi- 
cation concerning, 272. 


Kynett, Alpha J., 
Corresponding Secretary of the Board of 
Church Extension, nomination of, 221, 
222, elected, 226. 


Ladies and Pastors’ Christian Union, 
Bishops’ address on, 413 ; report of, pre- 
sented, 207, 279; work of, approved, 
307. 
Lake Superior Conference, 
memorial for organization of, presented, 
288; on permission to organize, 393. 


Lane, Bidwell, 
of M. E. Church in Canada, address of, 
196, 500; introduced, 117; resolution 
of appreciation, 196. 


Lane Theological Seminary, 
General Conference invited to visit, 108. 


Law Questions, 

Bishops’ decisions on, 228, 233, 285, 296, 
854, 3878, to report, 364; on church 
property, cte., 251, 252, 380; nemorial 
on, presented, 258. 

Lay Electoral Conferences, 

mode of electing delegates to, memo- 
rial on, presented, 291; regarding list 
of delegates, 155, 


Lay Representation, 

Committee on, appointed, 67, changes 
in, 153, 154, 204, organization of, 90; 
report No. I, 276, made order of day, 
299, report, 310; No. II, presented, 
817; equal in General Conference, 
change in Discipline asked for, 118. 


Lay Representation in Annual Con- 
ferences, 
commission appointed at last General 
Conference, report of, 91, 92, expenses 
of commission, on payment of, 185; 
in the Bishops’ council, on, 155; mod- 
ification of Discipline to provide for, 
on, 118; memorials and resolutions on, 
presented, 96, 110, 172, 212, 259; re- 
port on, 276, 299, 310. 
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Lee, B. F., 
from African M. E. Church; address 
and credentials, 196, 506: resolutions 
of appreciation of, 196, 197. 


Department 


© 


Legislative of the 
Church, é 
Committee on, requested, 113, appointed, 


161; report of, 273, 281, 308. 


Lent, Sister, 
on appeal in case of, 353. 


Lesson Helps, 
petition on, 95. 


Lewis, Jefferson, 
memorial of, presented, 279. 


-Lexington Conference, 
boundaries of, 886 ; journal, on approval 
of, 875; memorials from, presented, 96. 


Liberia Conference, 
boundaries of, 386; election of one of 
their number as Bishop asked for, 166 ; 
on approval of journal of, 375. 


Liebhart, Henry, : 
editor of Haus und Herd, nominated, 
814, elected, 315. 


Lilla Sandebudet, 352. 


Little Rock Conference, 
boundaries of, 886 ; on approval of jour- 
nal of, 875; petition and memorial 
from, presented, 165, 261. 


Local Preachers, 

course of study for, memorial on, pre- 
sented, 173, on excusing from, 222, 
on extension of time of, 287, report 
on, 878; memorials concerning, pre- 
sented, 102, 157; National Associa- 
tion, memorial of, 278, 648; National 
Convention and Association of Balti- 
more, memorials from, presented, 233, 
278; official relation of, holding 
Church letters, 240; on ordination of, 
130, 181; Philadelphia Association, 
memorial from, presented, 278; re- 
port of, 878; trial of, 324; women as, 
131; work for, on arrangement of, 
306. 


Location of Churches, Board of, 
asked for, 100, 172. 
bool 


Lord’s Prayer, on, 213. 
Lotteries, on, 244. 


Louisiana Conference, 
boundaries of, 386; German Churches 
ask to be connected with Southern 
German Conference, 165; journal, on 
approval of, 375; memorials, etc., 
peed 97,165; petition from Ames 


. E. Church, New Orleans, asking’! 


for change in Conference relations, 
261. 


Love-feast Tickets, 186. 


Low-priced Christian Paper, 
on the need of, 238. 
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Lucknow, India, 
Centennial school at, 227. 


Lynch, T. H., 
delegate to Wesleyan Conference of 
America, report of, 98. 


M’Cabe, C. C., ’ 
reappointment to Church Extension 
work recommended, 343. 


M’Donald, Frederick W., 
from British Wesleyan Conference, ad- 
dress of, 128, 469, appreciation of, 
128 ; credentials read, 128 ; introduced, 

116; parting words, 233. 


M’Mulien, Wallace, 
from Irish Methodist Church, intro- 
duced, 116; address of, 128, 481, ap- 
preciation of, 129; credentials read, 
128; farewell communication from, 
read, 232. 


M’Tyeire, Bishop, 
introduced, 168. 


Maine Conference, 
boundaries of, 387 ; journal of, approved, 
874; memorials, paper, and resolu- 
tions from, presented, 97, 212, 311, 


Manual, 
of General Conference, 83 ; of the Meth- 
odist Episcopal Church, report on, 
381; for Sunday-schools, on publica- 
tion of one, 248. 


‘Marriage, 


advice on, petition presented, 260; and 
divorce, 184; of divorced persons, 137, 
138, 184; improper, petition on, pre- 
sented, 260; relation, memorial on, 
presented, 271. 


Martin Missions Institute, 
petition presented concerning students 
in, 159. 
Memorials, 
(See call for.) 


Memorial Services, 
committee on, ordered, 83, appointed, 
144, report of, adopted, 163; services 
and addresses, 268, 533-551. 


| Methodist Advocate, 


Agents’ report on, 570; editor for, nom- 
inated, 332, elected, 833; publica- 
tion of, change of place, expenses, éte., 
1355 report on, 299, 328, 332. 


‘Methodist Book Concern, 


eed report, Cincinnati, 93, 560, New 
ork, $7, 551; Agents’ reports and 
accounts, report on, 870; assets, stock 
in trade, etc., concerning, 285, 286; 
Bishops’ address on, 406; bonds, 
Agents’ report on, 558; ‘“‘ Book Con- 
ecrn”?’ instead of names of Agents on 
books, coneerning, 151; cheap editions 
of books, on publishing, 302; Church 
literature, on improving and cheapen- 
ing, and on prices of, 171, 174; on 
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consolidation of publishing interests, 
112, 115, 134, 251; depositories, (see 
depositories ;) on discounts on books to 
reachers, 227; on distribution of 
unds, 103: memorial on, presented, 
99; method of circulating books, me- 
morial on, presented, 260; on the need 
of a low-priced paper, 238; periodicals 
and papers that do not pay expenses, 
on discontinuing, 244; periodicals to 
colleges and seminaries, on furnishing, 
117; on publications of, 173; on pub- 
lications advocating sentiments con- 
trary to articles of religion, etc., 295, 
302, 303; publications, cheap and 
popular, petition on, presented, 176; 
profits of, how used, 106, paper on, 
presented, 155; records and reports 
to Book Committee, concerning, 112, 
115; San Francisco, report of Book 
Committee at, presented, 93; super- 
annuated preachers, funds for, 149; 
uniform style of address of publishing 
interests, memorial on, presented, 175. 


Methodist Book Concern Committee, 
(See Book Concern.) 


Methodist Church, 

address to, 518. 

Methodist Episcopal Church, 

commissioners to treat with M. E. 
Church, South, 141, 159, law ques- 
tions in, 252, report on, 380; one hun- 
dredth anniversary, (see Centennial ;) 
trustees of, 357. 

Methodist Episcopal Church, South, 

Bishop Kavanaugh introduced, 194; 
commission to treat with, 141, 159, 
law questions in, 252; report on, 380; 
delegates from, addresses, 152, 486, 
448, credentials read, 152, introduced, 
116, paper from, 217; delegates to, re- 
port of, 98, 484, one to be sent, 394; 
reply to greetings from, 456; visitors 
from, introduced, 168. 

Methodist Hymnal, 

Agents’ report on, 555; committee for 
revision, thanks to, 187; on publica- 
tion of general rules in, 228. 

Methodist Itinerancy, 

memorial presented from Brooklyn So- 

ciety, 98. 
Methodist Literature, 

duty of pastor concerning, 247, 340; 
gap in, 249, 250 ; on improving, cheap- 
‘ening, prices, ete., 171, 174, 238, 302; 
subscription plan of publication, me- 
morial on, presented, 101. 

‘Methodist Protestant Church, 

address to, 518; delegates from, intro- 
duced, 267, addresses, 271, 511, 515, 
credentials, 271, 511, gratification,) 
résolution of, 271, letter from, pre- 
sented, 363; delegate to, report of, 317, 
510. 

Methodist Publication Company, 
memorial presented on appointing an 
editor for their paper, 96. 
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Methodist Quarterly Review, 
Agents’ report on, 556, editor of, nom- 
inated, 229, elected, 230; index, on 
publication of, 97, 98, 158, 172, 259. 


Methodist Schools, 
for whites in the South, on, 211. 


Metropolitan Church, 
in Washington, D. C., memorial from 
trustees of, presented, 94; report of 
committee on, 380. 


Mexico, 
memorial from missionaries asking for a 
Conference. organization, — presented, 
94, 


Michigan Christian Advocate, 
on appointment of editor, 216. 


Michigan Conference, 
boundaries of, 387 ; journal, on approval 
of, 876; memorials, petitions, and 
resolutions from, presented, 96, 166, 
913, 261, 311. 


Minard Home, 
paper from, presented, 298; report of 
committee, 367 5 trustees for, 356. 


Ministers, 
(See Preachers. ) 


Minnesota Conference, 
boundaries of, 387 ; journal of, approved, 
374; memorials and resolutions, etc., 
from, presented, 97,117, 166, 217, 261, 
270; on Swedish work in, 296. 


Minutes of Conferences, 
resolutions concerning, presented, 260. 


Missionaries, 
Conference relations of, report on, 367 ; 
ecclesiastical relations of, 260. 


Missionary, 

appropriations, division of, where Con- 
teenies have been divided, ete., 338; 
Bishop, against election of, memorial 
presented, 96; cause, memorial on, 
presented, 155 ; collections, on reports 
ot, 190; foreign fields, petition pre- 
sented on increasing appropriations 
to, 169; Indians, North American, 
aid asked for, 303; intelligence in 
Churel papers, report on, 367; peri- 
odical, memorial on presented, 168; 
societies, resolution on, 138; Sunday - 
school societies and report of collec- 
tions, on, 212; work, petition on pre- 
sented, 297. 


Missionary Committee, General, 
and Church Extension Cammittee, elect- 
ed, 359; expenses of, 315; expenses 
of, for last quadrennium, statement 
to be furnished, 293, 294; on mode of 
constituting, 155; report of, 93, 581. 


'| Missionary Society of the Methodist 


Episcopal Church, 
corresponding secretaries, on number of 
149, 258, election of, 209, 210, elected, 
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291: managers elected, 360; on nom- 
inations of Indian Agents, 218; treas- 
urer elected, 314; assistant treasurer 
clected, 319. 
Missionary Tidings, ; 
memorial on, presented, 264; resolution 
approving, 249. 
Missions, ; 
Bishops’ address on, 407; on districts, 
petitions, ete., presented, in Dakota, 
263; in Indian Territory, 264, 284, in 
Nebraska Conference, 97, in North- 
west Kansas Conference, 114, in Utah, 
102; foreign, jubilee of, resolutions 
concerning, 97, report on, 368 ; foreign, 
on organization as independent bodies, 
ete., 245; support of, §] 265, memorial 
on presented, 288. 
Missions, Committee on, 
appointed, 50, changes in, 198, organi- 
zation of, 90; report No. 1, recom- 
mending two corresponding secre- 
taries, and employment of assistants, 
205, 208; No. LU, read, 277; No. IU, 
on celebration of semi-centennial of 
foreign missions, 277, 368, referred to 
Bishops, with power, 369; No. IV 
read, 277; No. V read, etc., 277, 302; 
No. VI, on thanksgiving memorial of 
brethren in Norway, 277, 278; No. VII, 
on Western Missions, 298, 369; No. 
VIII, on Conterence relations of mis- 
sionaries, 316, 867; No. IX, on Bish- 
ops’ visits to foreign missions, and on 
independent M. E. Churches in Eu- 
rope and Asia, 816, 364, 368; No. X, 
on Italian Conference, 316, 369; No. 
XI handed in, 384; No. XII, on Mi- 
nard Home, 334, 367; No. XIU, on 
missionary intelligence in Church pa- 
pers, 334, 367. 
Mississippi Conference, 
boundaries of, 387 ; on division of, 218, 
237 ; journal of, approved, 374; me- 
morials and resolutions trom, pre- 
sented, 166, 217, 218, 289; on organ- 
izing a new Conference, 393. 
Missouri Conference, 
boundaries of, 387 ; journal of, approved, 
374; memorials and resolutions from, 
presented, 117, 261, 297; on separate 
Conference for colored members, 393. 
Mitchell, J. G., 
credentials read, 196; introduced, 117. 
Montana Conference, 
changes in, against, 167; delegate from, 
claims seat, committee appointed, 313, 
report of, 324, 325; journal of, not 
produced, 376; resolution from, 218. 
Montana Mission, 
organization and boundaries, 369. 


Monthly Literary Magazine, 
on publishing, ete., 180. 


Wast, William, 
er editor of Christian Apologist, 
276, 
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Wational Local Preachers’ Associa- 
tion, 
memorial from, 278, 648. 


Wational Repository, 

action of the New York Conference on, 
resented, 98; Agents’ report on, 567 ; 

r. Curry to edit, until the close of 

1880, 362; journal of the New York 
East Conference on, 224; paper on, 
presented, 259; proposal to oe 
title of, to Ladies’ Repository, 220; pub- 
lication of to be suspended, 235, 331. 


National Sabbath Committee, 
regarding organization of, 124, 
Wational Temperance Society and 
Publication House, 
work of, commended, 222, 399. 


Nebraska Conference, 
boundaries of, 387; division of, on, 218, 
393; journal of, SE PEO YS, 374; me- 
niorials, petitions and resolutions from, 
97, 118, 218, 311; mission district 
asked for, 97. 
Welson, Reuben, 
memorial address by Daniel Copeland, 
299, 547; remarks concerning, 268, 
Wevada Conference, 
action of, ete., presented, 169; bound- 
aries of, 387; journal of, approved, 
3743 memorials, petitions, and resolu- 
tions from, presented, 306. 
Newark Conference, 
boundaries of, 387 ; journal, on approval 
of, 376; memorials, petitions, and res- 
olutions from, presented, 119, 167, 
219, 262, 297, 306, 312. 
New England Conference, 
boundaries of, 387; change of name, 
concerning, 101, 262; journal, on ap- 
proval of, 376; memorials, petitions, 
and resolutions from, presented, 97, 
98, 119, 167, 168, 220, 287. 
New Hampshire Conference, 
boundaries of, 387; journal of, approved, 
374; memorials, petitions, resolutions, 
ete., presented, 98, 120, 221, 303. 
Wew Jersey Conference, 
boundaries of, 387; journal of, approved, 
374; memorials, petitions, resolutions, 
ete., of, presented, 121, 169, 222, 263, 
290, 303, 306. 
Wew Orleans, 
book depository at, memorials on, pre- 
sented, 165,176; Church affairs, man- 
agement of, in and around, 181; par- 
ticular publications on sale at, 346; 
work among freedmen, on, 166. 
New York City, ' 
John-street Church, committee to be 
appointed on, 123, appointed, 162, 
report of, 274; report of trustees, 225 ; 
trustees for, 224, 275. 
Wew York Conference, 
boundaries of, 388 ; journal of, approved, 
374; meniorials, petitions, resolutions, 
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ete., presented, 98, 121, 169, 223, 263, 
290, 295. 


New York East Conference, 
boundaries of, 388 ; journal of, approved, 
374; memorials, petitions, resolutions 
etc., presented, 98, 122, 228, 263, 270. 


Worth Carolina Conference, 
boundaries of, 388 ; journal of, approved, 
3743; petitions from, presented, 98. 


Northern Christian Advocate, 
Agents’ report on, 556 ; editor ot, elected, 
234; on change of name of, 114. 


Northern New York Conference, 
boundaries of, 388 ; journal of, approved, 
3743; memorials, petitions, and resolu- 
tions presented, 98, 123, 169, 226, 227, 
263, 270, 306; with Troy, 
Joint Commission, on, 237. 


North India Conference, 
boundaries of, 888 ; journal, on approval 
of, 376; memorials, resolutions, from, 
presented, 99, 227. 
Worth Indiana Conference, 
boundaries of, 388; journal of, approved, 
874; memorials, resolutions, and pe- 
titions from, presented, 99, 123, 124, 
169, 296. 


Worth Ohio Conference, 
boundaries of, 388 ; journal, on approv- 
al of, 876; memorials, petitions, and 
resolutions from, presented, 125, 170, 
263, 297, 303. 
North-western Christian Advocate, 
editor of, elected, 231; on change of name 
of, 114. 


North-west German Conference, 
boundaries of, 388 ; journal of, approved, 
374; memorials, etc., from, presented, 
170; on election of German Bishop, 
129. 


North-west Indiana Conference, 
boundaries of, 889 ; jourpal, on approval 
of, 376; financial plan, resolutions, 
ete., from, presented, 99, 129, 170, 228. 


Worth-west Iowa Conference, 
boundaries of, 389; journal, on approy- 
al of, 876 ; memorials, petitions, resolu- 
tions, ete., from, presented, 99, 130, 
170, 287, 278, 290, 303; Dakota, on 
mission districts in, 263. 
North-west Norwegian Conference, 
boundaries of, 389. 
North-west Swedish Conference, 
boundaries of, 389; journal of, approved, 
374; petitions, resolutions, etc., from, 
presented, 100, 296. 
Norway Conference, 
boundaries of, 389 ; journal of, approved, 
374; memorial on its work presented, 
100. 
orwegian, 
pub Conference asked for, 97, 103; 
paper, aid in publishing asked, 103; 
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paper, Den Christilege Talsman, publi- 
cation of, 345; work in New York and 
vicinity, 393. 


Observance of the Sabbath, 
Committee on, ordered, 74; appointed 
143, report on, read, 294; Nationa’ 
Committee on organizing, 124. 


Official Board, 
meetings, 137; “Official Board,” on 
substituting for ‘Stewards and Lead- 
ers’ Meetings,” 177 meetings of, 211. 
Ohio Conference, 
boundaries of, 389 ; journal of, approved, 
374: memorials, petitions, ete., from, 
presented, 100, 170, 240, 264, 290. 


Oliver, Anna, 
appeal from episcopal decision, 168; 
petitions presented, asking ordination 
of, 262, 264; report on appeal of L. R. 
Thayer, in case of, 353. 


Opera House, 
place of meeting for next General Con- 
ference, against, 139. 


Order, Rules of, 
(See under Rules.) 


Ordination, 
local preachers, on, 130, 181; candi- 
dates for admission into traveling con- 
nection, on, 131; restrictive, 188. 


Oregon Conference, 
boundaries of, 889; journal, on approval 
of, 876 ; paper, resolutions, etc., from, 
presented, 171, 240. P 


Organization of General Conference, 
plan of, report of committee on, 41; 
seats chosen, 44. 


Pacific Christian Advocate, 
Agents’ report on, 557; report of, pre- 
sented, 171; report on publication of, 
328, 347. 


Pacific Coast, * 
German work on, memorial concerning, 
presented, 163; on publication of two 
papers on, presented, 157. 


Papers, 
memorial on mode of presenting, 201. 


Pastoral Address, 
the, 430; committee on, appointed, 84, 
144; report of committee, received and 
adopted, 337, 356, 393. 
Pastoral Term, 
change in, memorial on, presented, 166, 
201 ; extension of, against, memorials, 
petitions, and resolutions on, pre- 
sented, 95, 97, 102, 169, 172, 189; ex- 
tension of, for, memorials, petitions, 
and resolutions on, presented, 121, 185, 
136, 138, 142, 159, 217, 254; extension 
of, memorials, etc., on, presented, 98 
159, 168, 178, 174, 270; on fraction of 
a year, 129; report on, 398, 
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Pastor’s Visiting Book, 
meniorial on, presented, 263. 


Patent Medicines, ' ‘ 
on exclusion of advertisements from 
periodicals, 245, 263. 


Periodicals, 
and papers that do not pay expenses, on 
discontinuing, 244; for colleges and 
seminaries, 117 ; on reduction of num- 
ber of weekly, 184; on reduction of 
price, 130. 


‘* Persons ’’ for ** Men,”’ 
on substitution of word, 238, 239, 


Philadelphia Conference, 
boundaries of, 889; concerning histor- 
ical society of, 279, report on, 379; 
journal, on approval of, 376; memo- 
rials and resolutions from, presented, 
100, 101, 181, 172, 241, 279, 297, 807. 


Phillips, J. M., 
elected Book Agent at New York, 313; 
elected treasurer of the Missionary 

Society, 314. 


Pierpont, F. H., 
from Methodist Protestant Church, not 
present, 271. 


Pittsburgh Christian Advocate, 
editor for, elected, 230; local publishing 
committee, 360. 


Pittsburgh Conference, 
boundaries of, 389; boundary lines, 
132; on division of, 101; journal, on 
approval of, 376; memorials and pa- 
per from, presented, 172, 240, 264. 


Polygamy, and Kindred Crimes, 
in Utah, laws against urged, 307, 308. 


Praying Bands, 
petition on, presented, 175. 


Preachers, 
account of circuit or station for succes- 
sor, 377 ; admission of candidates, on 
examination in course of study, 121, 
131,306, 377, examination not necessary 
by District Conterences, 244; admis- 
sion of, memorial on, presented, 169; 
admission into full connection, ques- 
tions for, 248, 365; allowance of, on 
raising, 192; annual report to first 
Quarterly Conference, 244; answer- 
able to Annual Conferences, {| 210, on, 
157; appeals of, { 239, report on, 378, 
879; on appointing to Colleges and 
Theological Seminaries for purposes 
of study, memorial on presented, 164; 
appointments, memorial presented on 
prearrangement of, 263; candidates 
tor admission, on ordination of, 181; 
catalogue of members, ete., 38783 
change of, memorial on, presented, 
156; course of study, examination in, 
181, 244, 306, 377; families of deceased, 
on support of, 177; foreign mission- 
aries, ( 151, report on, 877, licensing 
of, 134, without regard to sex, 239; on 
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local Church, membership of, 210; 
located or discontinued, concerning, 
286; ordination of elders, 379 ; on pe- 
titions for, 241: probation, on term 
of, 188; questions to, 147, 243, 251, 
365, 8783 reception of, 877; on re- 
ception of, from other denominations, 
151; records, duties of keeping, 137, 
253, 878; secular business, on engag- 
ing in, memorial on, presented, 1725 
support of, concerning, 174, 192, me- 
morials presented, asking modifica- 
tion in, 94, 155; tobacco and alco- 
holie stimulants, questions on, 251; 
on. trial of, 101, 246, 322, 824, 378, 
879; ‘total abstainers,” 167; on 
withdrawal of, 380. 


Preachers’ Aid Societies, ; f 
and Ministerial Relief Associations, in- 
quiry regarding, requested, 167. 


Premiums, 
with Chureh papers, resolutions and 
memorials on, presented, 118, 172, 185, 

958, 311. 


Presbyterian Church, 
delegate from, introduced, 117; ad- 
dresses Conference, 152; on printing 
address, 153; report of delegate to, 
298, 519. 


Presiding Elders, 

allowance for, on raising, 192; Seen 
ment of, against change in method of, 
97, 212, 237; on appointment to pas- 
toral charge, 177, 223; appointment 
and re-appointment of, 179, 287, 364; 
changes and selection of, 117; dis- 
tricts, on enlargement of, petition and 
memorial on, presented, 103, 278, on 
forming, 287, on number and bound- 
aries ot, etc., 223, 228, 2875. duties 
of, memorial on, presented, 289 ; elect- 
ing, against, memorial and petition 
presented, 104, 176, 264, for, 95; on 
local Church membership of, 210; 
memorial on, presented, 311; reduction 
in number of, 1853; on_ stationing, 
petition on, presented, 103; on sup- 
port of, 192, 262; term of, for exten- 
sion of, §] 162, on revision of, 139 
260, against extension 188, memorial 
on, presented, 290; on trial of, 316, 
318, 322. 


Presiding Eldership, 
against change in, 132; concerning, 
memorial and petition, ete., on, pre- 
sented, 155, 172, 262; elective, memo- 
rials presented against, 104, 176, 264, 
for, 95. : 


Probation in Church, 
abolition of, or modifying, and change of 
rule on, memorials and resolutions 
presented, 97, 107, 112, 170, 257. 


Pronouns, , 
‘““he,’? “his,” and ‘‘ him,” 287, 889. 
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Providence Conference, 
boundaries of, 390; on change of name, 
petition presented, 290; report on, 
393; journal, on approval of, 376; 
memorials and resolutions from, pre- 
sented, 101, 132, 172, 297, 308. 


Publications, etc., : 
(See Methodist Book Concern.) 


Public Worship, 
on uniformity of, 121, 


Quack Doctors, etc, 
on excluding advertisements of, from 
Church papers, 245, 263. 


Quarterly Conference, 

business of, memorial on, presented, 
297; business, order of, on, 121, 187, 
243, 253, 261, 289, report on, 378, 879; 
complaints against preachers, on, 253 ; 
complaints in, concerning, 111; com- 
mittees on education and temperance, 
on appointment of, 132, 172; members 
of, on distinction of sex in appoint- 
ment of, 239, 240; memorial on, pre- 
sented, 171; new, stewards, on ap- 
pointment of, 243; preachers, on 
licensing, 134; president of, 218; 
president of, in absence of presiding 
elder, on, 171; president of, §] 94, on 
change of, 290; quarterly to ‘ circuit 
or station,’ on changing, 184; quo- 
rum, on, 169; reading of General 
Rules, 121; records, keeping of, 253 ; 
semi-annual, instead of quarterly, 151, 
223; Sunday-school superintendent, 
in 243, on striking out ‘‘ male,” 339 ; 
uniformity of action with District 
Conferences, 134, 


Quorum, 
of a deliberative body, a cael to 
constitute, 250; of General Commit- 
tees, 252; of quarterly conferences, 
etc., memorial on, presented, 169. 


Raikes, Robert, 
centenary of Sabbath-school work, May 
30 as a special memorial day, 110, 177. 


Railroad,, : 
companies, thanks to, 395; concerning 
reduction of fares for Bishops, 99 5 
secretary appointed, 104, 


Recording Stewards, 
duties of, 183; on reports of, 243, 


Reformed Episcopal Church, 
delegate from, introduced, 117, address 
of, 206, 524, his credentials, 524; report 
of delegate to, 104, 523. 


Reid, John M., 
elected Corresponding Secretary of the 
Missionary Society of the M. E. 
Church, 221. 
Reports, 
Bishops and chairmen to bring forward 
those of greatest importance, 367 ; from | 
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Committees, when considered in or- 
der, 305; from Committees not to be 
acted on at once, to be handed to sec- 
retary, 298 ; not acted upon, list of, to 
be published, 366, 367. 


Resolutions, 
indicated by titles and printed, coneern- 
ing, 104; on discontinuance of call for, 
245, on limit of time, 137, 151; to be 
placed in a box, 280. 


Responsive Reading, 
of the Scriptures, on, 111. 


Restrictive Rules, 
on non-neeessity of suspending the third, 
100; regarding, memorial presented, 
156. 


Resurrection of the Dead, 

on publication of books denying the 

literal, 189. 
Revisals, 

Committee on, appointed, 55, organiza- 
tion of, 90, changes in, 154, 194; 
memorial and petitions on, presented, 
170, 302; report No. I, on class-lead- 
ers, Quarterly Conference, stewards, 

ronouns ‘ he,” ‘his,’? ‘him,’? Sun- 

ay-School Board, dress, reading of 
General Rules, books and Methodist 
literature, 298, 339; No. IL, presented, 
298, 316; No. III, preachers, course 
of study for, reception of, supply of 
cireuits, J 177, certificate from super- 
numerary, duties of, disagreements, 
Bishops’ law decisions, 298, 316, 377 ; 
No. IV, on classes and class-leaders’ 
reports, 298, 316, 379; No. V, on order 
of business in Quarterly Conference, 
and committees in, questions to preach- 
ers, course of study for local preach- 
ers, catalogue of members, report of 
labors of local elder, deacon, or preach- 
er, duty of stewards, imprudent and 
unchristian conduct, 298, 378; No. V, 
minority report handed in, 334; No. 
VI, presented, 298. 

Ritual, 

concerning changes in, memorial on, 

presented, 319. 


Rock River Conference, 
boundaries of, 390; journal approved, 
874; resolutions from, presented, 135, 
245. 
Roll, 
called, 82; names added, 67; changes 
in, 129. 
Ross, J. W., 
exceptions to ruling of Bishop, 154, 163, 
B04. 
Rules, 
of last General Conference adopted, 40; 
of order, committee on, ordered, 74, 
appointed, 110, report of, 125, 126; 
of order, paper on, presented, 311, rule 
18, on addition to, 316; motions to 
suspend, 243. 
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Rulings of Bishops, 
exceptions to, 154, 163, 354. 
(See also under Appeals.) 


Rust, B. 8., 
Corresponding Secretary of Freedmen’s 
Aid Society, nominated, 227, elected, 
229. 


Ryokman, EH. B., 

address of, 196, 489; credentials of, 486 ; 
introduced, 117; resolution of appre- 
ciation, 196. 

Sabbath, Observance of, 

Committee on, ordered, 74, appointed, 
143, report No. I, read, 294; on ex- 
pediencyof organizing a national Com- 
mittee, 124. 


Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper, 
on wine for, memorials, petition, and 
resolutions on, presented, 104, 183, 258, 
264; report of Committee, 397. 


Saint Louis Conference, 
boundaries of, 890; colored members 
may organize separate Conference, 
893; journal approved, 374; memo- 
rials and papers from, presented, 173, 
945, 3277. 
Saint Louis German Conference, 
boundaries of, 390; journal approved, 
874; memorials from, presented, 173. 
Salaries, 
of Church officers, petition on, presented, 
172; of General Conference officers, 
on fixing of, 249; on publication of, 
248, committee on, appointed, 353; of 
secretaries of benevolent societies, on 
publishing in Annual Reports, 254. 
Salt Lake City, Utah, 
on educational facilities and interests in, 
140, 175. 


Sandebudet, 

on publication of, and appointment of 

editor, 345. 
Savannah Conference, 

boundaries of, 390; Pi eats approved, 
874; resolution and paper from, pre- 
sented, 178. 

Scandinavian Work, 

Committee on ordered, 90, appointed, 
143 ; concerning Swedish work, etc., 
100, 296, 345; report of Committee, 
317, 352; in New York and vicinity, 
398. 

Scott, Bishop, 

as ‘‘ non-effective,” resolutions on his re- 
tirement, 363 ; resolution of sympathy, 
on the loss of his wife, 269. 

Scriptures, 

on responsive reading of, 111. 
Seats, 

drawing of, 44; in St. Paul’s Church, 201. 
Secretaries, 

of benevolent societies, on making ex- 
oficio members of General Conference, 
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297; on publication of salaries, 254; 
of committees, on books for record, 
122, on stationery, etc., for use of, 123. 


Secretary of General Conference, 

of last, calls roll, 81, 32; elected, 40; to 
nominate assistants, 40; assistants 
confirmed, 43, 209; to have the Gen- 
eral Conference Journal printed, and 
certified by him to be correct, 83; 
secrecy enjoined on Secretaries in ref- 
erence to ballots, 200. 


Secret Societies, 
petition presented relating to, 164. 


Services, 
on uniformity of, memorial on, presented, 
176. 
Semi-annual, 
instead of Quarterly Conferences, reso- 
lution on presented, 151, 223. 
Sex, > 
change in Discipline asked, to exclude 
all distinctions of, 251. 
Shuey, W. J., 
from United Brethren Church, intro- 
duced, 301. 
Simpson, Bishop, 
closing address of, 399. 
Smith, J. J., 
from Methodist Protestant Church, in- 
troduced, 267; address and creden- 
tials, 271, 511, resolutions of gratifica- 
tion, 271. 
South, 
on educational work, ete., in the, me- 
morials and petitions, etc., presented, 
96, 159, 166, 180, and on Methodist 
schools for whites in the, 211; report 
on, 281, 292, 298, 3438. 
South Carolina Conference, 
boundaries of, 390; on approval of jour- 
nal, 376; paper, resolution, and me- 
morial from presented, 173, 245, 271. 
South-east Indiana Conference, 
boundaries of, 390 ; journal of, approved, 
874; memorials and resolutions from, 
presented, 101, 1386, 174, 245, 290; 
resolution of 1868, re-enactment of 
asked, 174. 
Southern California Conference, 
boundaries of, 390 ; journal of, approved, 
374; memorial and petition from, pre- 
sented, 174. 


Southern Central Conference, 
on change of name, 2473; journal ap- 
proved, 374 ; petitions from, presented, 
102. 


Southern German Conference, 
boundaries of, 390; journal approved, 
3874. 
Southern Illinois Conference, 
boundaries of, 391; change in bound- 
aries asked, 248; Journal of, approved, 
874; memorials, resolutions, etc., 
from, presented, 102, 187, 174, 247, 
298, 
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South India Conference, 
boundaries of, 391; division of, asked, 
174; journal of, approved, 374; me- 
morials from, presented, 99, 138. 


South Kansas Conference, 
boundaries of, 891; on division of, 393; 
journal, on approval of, 376; memo- 
rials, resolutions, ete., from, presented, 
138, 174, 248, 264, 271. 


South-western Christian Advocate, 
Agents’ report on, 557; editor elected, 
333; papers presented indorsing edi- 
torial management of, 165, 167; re- 
election of J. C. Hartzell requested, 
261; report on publication of, etce., 
299, 832. 


Spanish Literature, 
memorial on, presented, 258. 


Spencer, F. A., 
on appeal of report, 354, 


Speeches, 
hereafter limited to five minutes, 304, to 
two minutes, 368. 


Standing Committees, 

Committee appointed by General Con- 
ference of 1876, on plan of organiza- 
tion of, report, 41; committees ap- 
pointed, 44-66, 67-74, changes in, 153, 
154, 193, 204, 232, concerning changes 
in, 110, organization of, 89, time of 
meetings of, 90, time and place of 
meetings to be printedin Daily Chris- 
tian Advocate, 108, on quorum of, 
252; reports, final, to be made on or 
before May 27, 304; secretaries of, on 
books of record for, 122, on stationery, 
ete., for use of, 1238. 


State of the Church, 

Committee on, appointed, 70, change in, 
154, organization of, 91; memorial on 
presented, 101; report No. I, on elec- 
tion of Peter Lamb as a trustee of the 
Chartered Fund, 294; No. II, pre- 
sented and po wens, 317, 349; No. 
III, presented, 317; No. IV, on a Man- 
ual of the Methodist Episcopal Church, 
817, 381; No. V, presented, 317; No. 
VI, handed in, 335; No. VII, on Met- 
ropolitan Church at Washington, 
D. C., 335, 380. 


Statistics, 

Annual, and General Conference, Com- 
mittee to prepare form for reporting, 
ordered, 105, appointed, 143; Church 
periodicals, on reporting, 247; on 
forms of, 173, 181, 286, memorial on, 
presented, 263; on reports of, 178, 
179; report of committee, 292, 349; 
tables, 350. 


Stewards, 
action of, on, 158; of Bishops’ Fund, 
concerning, 189; on board of, for each 
part of cireuit, 133; concerning, 169; 
on confirmation or rejection of, 243 ; 
district, on, 119; duties of, report on, 
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3785 election of, petition and resolu- 
tion. on, presented, 133, 262; and lead- 
ers’ meetings, on substituting ‘ Of 
ficial Board”’ for, 177, 211; meetings, 
change in, asked, 170, on quorum for, 
169; ‘“‘men’? and ‘'women,’’ 142; 
newly elected, on questioning, 178; 
“person”? for ‘man,’ on substitut- 
ing word, 182, 238, 239, 339: powers 
and duties of, 178; recording, on 
duties of, 183, on reports of, 243; on 
support of Bishops, presiding elders, 
and preachers, and to collect and take 
charge of all moneys, ete., for, 192. 


Stowe, William P., : 
elected Book Agent at Cincinnati, 316; 
appointed Assistant Treasurer of Epis- 
copal Fund, 352. 


Sunday-school Books, Papers, and 
Tracts, 

Agents’ report on, 5583; editor of, nomi- 
nated, 230, elected, 231; assistant ed- 
itor, on necessity for, and salary of, 
814; on establishing a weekly paper, 
211; Hymnal, petition, memorials, 
and resolutions on, 157, 172, 248, 259; 
on publication of manual, 248. 

Sunday-schools, 

Bishops’ address on, 410; board, on 
chairman of, resolutions, ete., on, 150, 
259, members of, 116, 134, 188, 186, 
193, president of, 131, report on, 339, 
quarterly meetings of, memorial on, 
presented, 289, on reports to Quarter- 
ly Conferences, 150; Catechism in, 
187, 270; centenary of, memorial day, 
on, 110, 111, 177; centennial cele- 
bration of, memorial on, presented, 
296; concerning change otf Discipline, 
on, 132, 168, 170, 221, 290, 339; com- 
mittee on, number of, 182, 379; Con- 
stitution, form of, presented, 221; 
missionary societies and collections, 
212; in the South, white, memorial 
presented, on aid for, 95; statistical 
form, 351}; superintendents, on elec- 
tion of, 130, on omitting word “‘ male” 
from Discipline, concerning, 132, 221, 
339. 


Sunday-schools and Tracts, 

committee on, 57, changes in, 153, 154, 
204, organization of, 90, change in 
chairman, 266; report No. I, on me- 
morial day, May 30, 177; No. I, on 
a Constitution for the Sunday-School 
Union, 304, 340; No. III, on Consti- 
tution for the Tract Society, 304, 841; 
No. IV, presented, 298; Nos. V and 
VI presented, 316; No. VII presented, 
334, 342; report on German work 
presented, 154. 

Sunday-School Union of the Meth- 
odist Episcopal Church, 

Board of Managers appointed, 360; Con- 
stitution for, adopted, 340; Correspond- 
ing Secretary elected, 231; report of 
Corresponding Secretary, 122, 606; 
treasurer elected, 319. ; 
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Superannuated Preachers, 
claims of, memorial on, presented, 99; 
on claims of, pro rata with preachers 
and presiding elders, 191; conference 
claimants, memorial presented, on 
support of, 259; fund for, plan pre- 
sented, 262; on membership in Dis- 


trict Conferences, 170; on support of, } 


148,, 149, 158,177, 287, 261; trial of, 
resolution on, 104. 


Supernumerary Preachers, 
annual certificates from, required, 377 ; 
Discipline, { 179, on defining, 223, on 
expunging, 190; on trial of, 104. 


Sustentation Fund, j 
memorial presented on establishing, 176. 


Sweden Conference, 
boundaries of, 391; on Course of Study 
for, ete., report on, 352; journal, on 
approval of, 876; concerning our work 
in, 102. 
Swedish, 
books, hymn book, paper, ete., on, 100, 
845, 352, report on, 317, 352; on work, 
in Central Ilinois and Minnesota Con- 
ferences, 296; work in New York and 
vicinity, 898. 


Taylor, M. W., 
delegate to African M. E. Church, re- 
port of, 142, 505. 
Tellers, 
appointed, 199, 209; ballots, secrecy en- 
joined in reference to results of, 200 ; 
persons appointed to accompany the 
tellers, 200, 210. 


Temperance, 
antiliquor laws, women to have voice 
in enforcement of, on, 305; Christian 
temperance work, memorials on, pre- 
sented, 259, 265; Church temperance 
societies, on, 107, 133, 141, 169, 213; 
committee on, appointment by Quar- 
terly Conferences, 132, 172; Ceneral 
Rules, clause in, 212; intoxicating 
liquors, manufacture, sale of, etc., 
resolutions, petitions, memorials, etc., 
on, presented, 167, 168, 172, 247, 262, 
268, 288, 290, 802, 311. 812; total ab- 
stinence in Churches and Sunday- 
schools, 121. 
Temperance, Committee on, 
ordered, 75, appointed, 142, change in 
193; report No. I, on untermented 
* wine, and chapter on Temperance in 
Discipline, 294, 397; No. I, on Church 
committees on, juvenile societies, 
temperance literature, work of wom- 
en, 317,-399. 
Temple of Honor, 
the Grand Temple of, telegram of greet- 
ing from, received, and response or- 
dered sent, 272. 
Temporal Heonomy, 
Committee on, on appointmentof, 94,113, 
appointed, 161, 190, change in, 204; 
papers on Chureh finances, reference 


Index. 


of, to Committee, 117; report No. 
I, presented, 302, read, with minorit 
report, 857 ; Nos. Il and III presented, 
817; No. 1V, with minority report, 
presented, 337. 


Tennessee Conference, 
boundaries of, 391; journal, on approval 
of, 876; on division of, 95; resolution 
from, 1388. 


Texas Conference, 
boundaries of, 391 ; journal of, approved, 
374. 


Thayer, L. R., 
appeal from episcopal decision, 168 ; ap- 
peal of, in case of Anna Oliver, report 
on, 853; on withdrawal of member 
from Conferenee, report on, 380. 


Theological Institutions, 

Bishops’ address on, 412; instruction 
in, concerning, 180; memorial in re- 
gard to, presented, 297; recognition 
of, in Discipline, memorial on, pre- 
sented, 163; report concerning, 330. 


Tobacco, 
against any candidate for Bishop who 
uses tobacco, 125 ; on use of, by preach- 
ers, questions to, 251, 366. 


Todd, Jacob, 
delegate to M. E. Church in Canada, 
report of, 115, 499. 


Total Abstinence Societies, 
in churches and Sunday-schools, 121. 


Tract Society of the Methodist Epis- 
copal Church, 

Bishops’ address on, 411; Constitution 
for, adopted, 341; Corresponding Sec- 
retary elected, 231; managers elected, 
361; treasurer elected, 314; report of, 
122, 617. 

Transfers, 

change in Discipline asked for, 100; re- 

port on, 276. 


| Trial of Church Members, 


committees for, on, 149; minutes of, on 
returning, 171; of members holding 
certificate, 183; report on, 878, 879. 
Troy Conference, 
boundaries of, 391; journal approved, 
374; memorials, petitions, and resolu- 
tions, from, presented, 102, 139, 175, 
249, 264, 979, 291, 298, 812, 397; with 
Northern New York Conference, de- 
cision of joint commission, on, 237; 
with Vermont Conference, records of 
joint commission presented, 176. 
Trustees, 
amenable to Quarterly Conference, 182 ; 
appointment of, 180; approval of, on, 
243; board of, on organization of, 
150, chairman, 182, quorum, how con- 
stituted, 182; duties of, 183, 150; lead- 
ers and stewards’ mectings, 211; pa- 
per on, presented, 169; powers and 
duties of, 178; reports of, on, 244. 
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Twitchell, J. E., 
from National Council of Congregation- 
al Church, introduced, 3828; letter 
from, 332. 


-United Brethren Church, 
delegate from, introduced, 301; letter 
from Church presented, 301; Bishop 
Weaver introduced, 329. r 


United States and China, 
(See Chinese.) 


Upham, S. F., 
delegate to Methodist Church of Canada, 
report of, 486. 


Upper Iowa Conference, 
boundaries of, 391 ; journal of, approved, 
874; memorials, petitions, resolutions, 
etc., from, presented, 140, 175, 249, 250, 
264. 


Utah, 
educational facilities and interests in, 
140, 175; resolutions urging Congress 


to adopt laws against polygamy and: 


kindred crimes, 307, 808. 


Utah Conference, 
journal, on approval of, 376; memo- 
rials, resolutions, petitions, etc., from, 
presented, 139, 250, 287, asking for 
mission districts, 102. 


Utah Mission, 
organization and boundaries of, 369. 


Valentine, T., 
of Florida Conference, concerning elec- 
tion as delegate, 208; committee on 
his election, 226, 227, report of, 266. 


Vermont Conference, 
boundaries of, 391 ; journal of, approved, 
874; memorials, resolutions, etc., from, 
presented, 141, 176, 251, 2915 with 
Troy Conference, records of joint com- 
mission presented, 176. 


Vernon, L, M., 
invited to a seat on the platform, 236. 


Vice, 
address from the British Wesleyan Con- 
ference relating to the suppression of 
the regulation of vice by the State 
presented, 185; committee on, ap- 
pointed, 194. 


Vincent, John H., 
for editor of Sunday-school publications 
and tracts, ete., nominated, 230, elected 
231; his report on the Sunday-School 
Union, 606; his report on the Tract 
Socicty, 617. 
Virginia Conference, 
on boundaries of, 102; boundaries of, 
391; cae of, approved, 874; me- 
morial, petitions, and resolutions from, 
presented, 141, 176, 251, 279. 
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Walden, J. M., 
elected Book Agent at Cincinnati, 315; 
elected Assistant Treasurer of the Mis- 
sionary Society, 819. 
Walker, A. B., 
Cate of, memorial in regard to, presented, 
174, 


Warren, H. W., 
elected Bishop, 201, consecrated, 279; 
relieved from duties as delegate, 266. 


Warren, O. H., 
elected editor of Northern Christian Ad- 
vocate, 234, ; 


Washington, D. C., 
Metropolitan Church in, report on, 380. 


Washington Conference, 
boundaries of, 392; journal, on approv- 
al of, 876 ; memorials, resolutions, ete., 
from, presented, 103, 142. 


Weaver, Bishop, 
of United Brethren Church, introduced, 
829. 


Wesleyan Conference of America, 
report of delegate to, 93. 

West, 
young men for the, need of, 139. 


Western Christian Advocate, 
editor nominated, 229, elected, 230; ed- 
itor to edit books for Western Book 
Concern, 348. on changing name of, 
114. 


Western German Conference, 
boundaries of, 392; journal of, approved, 
374; resolutions from, presented, 148. - 


West Nebraska. Mission, 
organization and boundaries of, 869. 


West Texas Conference, 
boundaries of, 392 ; journal of, approved, 
374; memorials from, presented, 176, 
252. 


West Virginia Conference, 
boundaries of, 392; journal, on approv- 
al of, 376; memorials, ete., presented, 
142, 176, 252; and Pittsburgh Confer- 
ence, boundary lines between, on, 132. 


West Wisconsin Conference, 
boundaries of, 392; journal ot, approved, 
874; memorials, petitions, decisions, 
ete., from, presented, 103, 148, 176, 
253, 265. 5 


Whedon, D.D., : 
editor of Methodist Quarterly Review. 
nominated, 229, elected, 230; invited 
to a seat on the platform, 160. 


Wheeler, Alfred, 
editor of Pittsburgh Christian Advocate, 


elected, 230. 
Willard, Frances E., 
on inviting her to address the Con- 
ference, 254, yeas and nays, 2553 
communication from, 267. 
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Williams, Emperor, 
report received, ordered printed, 217. 


Wilmington Conference, 
boundaries of, 892; journal of, approved, 
874; memorials, ete., from, 253, 265. 


Wilson, David, 
from Methodist Protestant Church, in- 
troduced, 267; address and creden- 
tials, 271, 515, gratification, resolu- 
tion of, 271. 


Wisconsin Conference, 
boundaries of, 392 ; journal of, approved, 
374; memorials and resolutions from, 
Bie es 258, 254, 265; Norwegian 
istricts petition for Annual Con- 
ference, 103; petitions from, presented, 
104, 149, 176. 


Woman’s Foreign Missionary So- 
ciety, 
communication from, read, 293; con- 
gratulated, 293; report of, 583. 


Women, 
as class-leaders, stewards, ete., memo- 


rials and resolution presented on ap- | 


pointment of, 95, 103, 107, 118, 118, 
142, 182, 248,260 ; helpers in Church 
work, resolution approving of, 182; 
licensing to preach, on, 107, 123, 189, 
239, 248; as preachers, 131, as local 
preachers, 169; office ot deaconess 
asked for, 111; Oliver, Anna, petition 
presented, asking ordination of, 262, 
264; reception and ordination of, on, 
102, 168; Sunday-school superin- 
tendents, as, 221; ‘‘ Women in the 
Church,’ tract on, presented, 249 ; 
work in the Church, petition and me- 
morial on, 261, 297. 


Women’s 
Unicns, 
memorials and communications from, 
presented, from Genesee Conference, 


Christian Temperance 


Index. 


158, from Indiana, 169, Iowa, 164, 259, 
Massachusetts, 168, New Hampshire, 
98, New York State, 175, Northern 
New York, 169; methods and work 
of, on indorsing, 246, report on, 399. 


Women’s National Christian Tem- 
perance Union, 
in convention at Evansville, Ind., tele- 
gram from, received, and reply ordered, 
232; President, on inviting to address 
Conference, 254, yeas and nays, 255 ; 
communication from, 267. 


Woodruff, G. W., 
calls roll, 81, 32; elected Secretary, 40 ; 
to nominate assistants, 40; to have the 
General Conference Journal printed, 
and to certify correct, 83. 


Wyoming Conference, 
boundaries of, 892 ; journal of, approved, 
874; memorial, petitions, and resolu- 
tions from, presented, 104, 151, 177, 
254, 279. 


Yeas and Nays, 
called, 202, 243, 255, 282, 301, 310, 311, 
332, 358; number necessary to order, 
301. 


Young Men’s Christian Association, 
invitation to visit rooms, 44. 


Young Men’s Mercantile Library 
; Association of Cincinnati, 
invitation to visit rooms of, 272. 


Young Men, 
for the West, need of, 189. 


Zoological Garden, 
invitation to visit, 108, time of, 163, ar- 
rangements for, 201. 


THE END. 
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